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PREFACE. 


E deſerved Eulogies that have ſo often appeared in Praife 
of the Science of Hiſtory in general, and of that Branch of it in 
particular, which relates to our native Country, as they need 
no Addition, are toa well known to be repeated. But it ſeems 


vecelſary that T ſhould ſay ſomething, by Way of Preface, to apologize for 


the preſent Undertaking, as the World has been thronged with Books of” 
the ſame Deſign, both voluminous and abbreviated. As to the former 


Sort, many of them, ſetting afide ſome little Attachment to Party, (an 
Error which an Hiftorian ſhould by all Means avoid, but, under certain 
Circumſtances, ſomewhat excuſable) may really be ſaid to be excellent 


But then they are either too prolix for the Peruſal, or too chargeable 
ngland. And were 


for the Purchaſe of the Bulk of the People of 
not this a ſufficient Objection, I imagine, a more conciſe and plain Nar- 
ration of Fats, properly connected, io be more generally uſeful, in ſome 
Meaſure to all, but more eſpecially to thoſe, whoſe Sphere in Life renders 
4 critical Knowledge of the moſt minute Circumſtances that have occurred 
not very neceſſary, nor indeed poſſible ; whilſt the Method obſerved in 
Trafts of this Size is more ſuited both to their Station and Capacity : And 


even to the more learned and better Fudge, à Wark of this Nature, 4 8 


well executed, muſt be very pleaſing ; as the Peruſal will revive his Read- 
ing, and make thoſe Things, he has fought with great Labour and Expence, 
till more freſh to his Mind; whilft the cloſe Order of the M hole is an 


immediate Help to his Chronolegy. Of the ſhorter Hiftories, I have 


obſerved, that tas many are caltulated to ſupport ſome favourite Syſtem of” 
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me fe Excehtiins, art 9 
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. + Wer —— rarce 2 e nd wit Peony SF 2 f ey are 
neither calculated for the Meridian of Youth, who ſhould never be enter- 
_ tained without being improved, nor for the Cognizance of abler Heads. 
In the Piece T here 775 eſent the World with, I have made it my principal 
Endeavour to avoid all Partiality, and jaftl to repreſent both the dark 
and light Side of Affairs, and have ventured to intrude my own Senti- 
ments of Things only in the _ ions which run through the Whole ; 
be "and this with no- Intent to bias any unexperienced — — but only to 
alleviate my Subject, as nothing 15 ih s pleaſing than bare ani 44 Narra- 
tion. The Order and Diviſion of the Work, I believe, wvill 2 and 
I have endeavoured to ſet t + ob] cure Meonkifh Period in as clear a Light 
Fr as poſſible, I have broug be it down to the Death of the late oF 
iS Geder ELL.* T9 3 ¶ believe it will be deemed a 1 er Bock 
rnb Prruſal of of the Britiſh Youth, who will thereby diſcoubr the © 
' State and 1050 he their Geuntry, and imbibe a thorough Venerativn for 
me e Conftitution ; and, as 1 ſaid be ore, it may not be * ought 
© ag Eyes of the Judiciou, and a in their Colle 


2 "if not _— — 5 their more TIES and 2 


The Reign of the late King Grorge IT. is added to this Edition, by 
| another Hand. | 


Nene . 
oh 


— HE Ifland of Grear- 
Britain comprehends 
Ergland on the South 
and Scotland on the 
North, which are 

8 each other 
by the River Taveed, Sokway-Prith, 
and the Cheviot Hills; or rather by 
the Taveed, and a Line drawn from 
it to the Solway. The South Part 
began to bear the Name of England 
in the Time of the Saxon Heptat- 
chy, from the Angles, who came over 
with the Saxons; and as my Deſign 
in the following Sheets is to 

a ſummary Aecount of the ma re- 

markable Tranſactions in this Part 

of the Ifland, I all meddle no far- 
ther with the Affairs of Scorland, 
than as they have a neceffary Con- 

* = thoſe of England. 

But firſt it is proper to ſayſome- 
ching of che i as to 


* 0 


* 
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jected as Fables ” the 


its Situation, Extent, antient Names, 
and Inhabitants, with their Manners 
and Cuſtoms, as the Romans found 
them; beforewhoſe Invaſion wehave 
little or nothing certain of the Bri- 
tifp Affairs, tho a great many ſtrange | 
Things are related by Monkiſh Au- 
thors, which have been generally re- 
ſt Writers. 
This Iſland, undoubtedly the moſt 
conſiderable in the World, accounted 
by the Antients the largeft, and ge- 
nerally thought ſo ſtill, notwith- 
ſtanding what has been ſaid of Ma- 
dagaſcar and Naber, is ſituate be- 
tween 49 55 and 589 35 of North - 
Latitude, A a healthful Air, 


andfruitful Soil, abounding with all 


the Neceſſaries and moſt of the Con · 
veniencies of Life. It is bounded 
on the South by the Zng/;/þ Chan- 
nel, which divides it from France; 
on the Eaſt by the German Sea, ly- 

* M ing 


to South is about $50 Miles (of 


2 The INTRODUCTION. 
ing. between it and Flanders, Gir- 
mam, and Denmark; by the North 
or Frozen Sea, on the North; and 
by Str George's Channel, 3 | 
Sea, and Weſtern Ocean, on the 
Weſt. Its greateſt Len gth from North 


fomeWords in their own Language, 
The moſt probable Opinio 


n, there- 


* 


fore, is that of Bochart, who thinks 


that the Phæniciaut coming to buy 
Tin in the Tland'of Albion, gave it 
the Name of Barathnpc, & is, 


"che Land of Ni which being by 


which Elan contains above 300) the Greeks, yh afterwards faded 
and its greateſt Breadth from Eaft to to this Iſland, ſoftened Into Britdn- 
Weſt about 300 Miles. nia, paſſed from them to the R. 
The two moſt antient Names of man. To this I ſhall add, an inge- 
this famous Iſland, that we know of, nious Conjecture of Le Clerc, who 
are Albion and Britain, concerning thinks that the Phanicians having 
the Origin of which there' are a — the Streigbis, met with no 
great Variety of Opinions, and even Iſlands in the Ocean comparable 
the beſt of them no more than un- with theſe now called the B7iti/; 
certain Conjectures. Some ſay it was Jet, which, therefore, by way of 
called Albion from a certain Giant, Eminence, they called Britban, that 
Son of Neptune; but this is a mere is, Outer, or Iſlands in the Ourer- 
Fable. Others derive the Name from Sea, in Oppoſition to thoſe in the 
the Greek Word 4lphon, which ſig- Mediterranean, which they called 


niſies Vhite, becauſe the Coaſts ap- the Inner-Sea + And from Brithar, 


r of that Colour, when ſeen at a 


Britannia will naturally flow. 


ca 
Diſtance. But the moſt probable {+ There is as great an Uncertainty 


Opinion is, that it came from the 
Phenician Word Alpin, a high Moun- 
tain, or Alben, which in the ſame 
Language ſignifies bite. There is 
yet a greater Variety df Conjectures 


concerning the Name of Britain, the p 


chief of which are theſe. Some 
have thought it was ſo called from 
Brutus, a Trqjan Prince; but as the 
whole Story. of his landing here, 
and of his Succeſſors, is by the moſt 
judicious Writers accounted a groſs 


Fable, this Opinion is deſervedly re- 


jected. Sommer derives it from the 


Britiſh Word Brydio or Rage, be- 
_ cauſe of the violent Motion of the 
Sea on the Coaſts. 


Camden and 
ſome others, from Briib, ſignifying, 
in the Brizih Tongue, Woad, be- 
cauſe the Britons uſed to ſtain their 
Bodies with that Plant. But againſt 
theſe it is objected, that this Iſtand 


Though, to be 


in relation to the Origin of the 
firſt Inhabitants of this Country. It 
is generally thought to have been 
firſt peopled by the Cellæ, or Gauli, 
deſcended from Gumer, Son of Ja- 
bet. (This the Name Cumri, by 
which the elch ſtill call themſelves, 
ſeems to favour; Ad, indeed, the 
Nearneſs of Gaul to Britain, and 
the Aﬀinity there was between both 
Nations, with reſpect to Religion, 
Form of Government, Language, 
and Cuſtoms, make it probable, that 
Britain was firſt peopled from Gaul. 

> aw other Colonies 
might come over afterwards, from 
other Places, and at different Times. 
Be this as it wilß the Phenicians 
are ſaid to have diſcovered and 
traded to this Iſland before the Tro- 


jan War, and the Greeks 160 Years 


before the Roman Invaſion. 


receiving the Name Britain from We may be more certain with 


Foreigners, the Natives calling them- 
ſelves not Byitons, but Cumri or Cum- 
ori, it is not likely they ſhould take 
it from any Britiſb Word, but from 


_- _ 


reſpect to the Manners, Cuſtoms, 


Religion and Government of the 


antient Britons, ſince they are men- 


tioned by Cæſar, and other Writers. 
8 . They 


guage, 
there- 
thinks 
to buy 
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They were generally tall, well- 
made, of a ſtrong and hardy Con- 
ſtitution, and 1 The 
Women were fair and beautiful, and 
the Men wore their Hair long upon 
their Head and upper Lip. They 
went moſtly naked, but wore Iron 


Rings about their Necks and Waiſts; 


and on the Southern Coaſt they co- 
vered themſelves with the Skins of 
Wild Beaſts. They uſed to paint their 
Bodies with Wvad, making Inciſions 
in them in the Shape of Flowers, 
Trees and Animals, and ſtaining 
them with the Juice of that Herb, 
which rendered them of a durable 
Sky- colour. Their Habitations were 
in the Middle of large Woods, 
where having felled the Trees and 
cleared the Ground, they built them- 
ſelves a Sort of flight Huts, which 
they covered with Skins, Boughs, 
Turf, or Reed; and here they had 


/ alſo Folds for their Cattle. The A- 


venues are defended with the Trees 
they had cut down, -thrown over- 
thwart each other, and with flight 
Ramparts of Earth. And theſe were 
all the Towns they had, except on 
the Coaſts, where the Inhabitants 
were more civilized: by Commerce 
and Intercourſe with other Nations, 
eſpecially the Gault, who had long 
before been civilized by the Romans: 
Tho! we ſhall here obſerve, that their 
Traffick was but mean, their chief 
Merchandi ze being Tin, the reſt 
Trifles of Glaſs, Ivory, Amber, and 
ſuch like. Their ordinary Food was 
Fleſh got by Hunting, Fruits and 
Milk, of which however they had 
not the Art of making Cheeſe; and, 
for the Honour of our Malt Liquors, 


ley. They religiouſly abſtained from 
Hen and Goole, tho? they bred ſome 
of theſe Creatures for their Pleaſure; 
and likewiſe from Fiſh, tho” there 
were Plenty of them in their Seas 
and Rivers. In Times of Neceſſity, 
it is ſaid, they could live upon Barks 
and Roots of Trees. Though the 


Manners and Cuſtoms of the Brinn 
were generally. the ſame with the 
Gauls, from whom they came, and 


with whom they correſponded, yet 
they had one Cuſtom which ſeems 
. peculiar to themſelves,and that was, 
for ten or twelve Brothers, Relati- 


ons or Friends to live together an 
have their Wives in common, This 


Cuſtom continued long among 


them, even after they were in other 
Reſpects much civilized by the Ro- 
mans Concerning which we have 


the following Story: That a Britiſh 


Lady being upbraided with it at 


Court by Julia, Sewerus's Empreſs, | 


as an infamour Practice, briſkly re- 


lied, We do that publickly with the © 


eff of our Men, which you do pri- 
vately with the worſt of yours, Freed- 
men and Slaves, 


The Britons were a brave, bold 
Ce/ar highly 
commends their Valour in War, to 


and daring People. 


which they were inured by the fre- 
quent Quarrels among themſelves, 
Their Arms were ſmall Shields, 
large Swords, and ſhort Spears. 
They commonly fought in Chariots, 
with ſhort Scythes faſtened to the 
Ends of the Axle Trees, which dri- 
ving furiouſly into the Midſt of their 


Enemies, they made terrible Ha- 


vock, at the ſame Time flinging 


their Darts. As they were couragi- 
ous and undaunted, and hardy in en⸗- 


during Hunger, Cold, or any Fa- 


tigues, ſo they had no ſmall Skill in 
War, often taking Advantage by 
Stratagem, Ambuſh 

tacks, and fighting in ſmall Parties, 


ſo as always to keep a good Reſerve 
behind. | "Ba 
their uſual Drink was made of Bar- 


The Britons were groſs Idolaters, 
and had many barbarous Cuſtoms in 
their Religion. They worſhipped Dis 


and Samothes, as the Gauls did, and 
had a great Veneration for Azdate, 
the Goddeſs of Victory, to whom 


they ſacrificed theirCaptivesin War. 
Human Sacrifices were allo practiſed 
B 2 nn, by 


, or ſudden At- 
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by them on other greatEmergencies, r 


and they were very nice and exact in 
obſerving the Poſture of the Body 


and the Entrails of the Man fo offer - 


ed, in order to foretel future Events: 
They had an Order of Men called 
1 Deru, in the Celtic — 
guage ſignify ing an Oat, as Drus does 
is the Greek, for thefe Druids held 
their Aſſemblies in Groves of Oa4, 
and had a moiſt ſacred Regard to the 
Miiletve growing on thoſe Trees. 


Theſe Men were the Directors in all 


religious Matters, and had the Ma- 
nagement of all Sacrifices, and the 
People paid them ſuck an implicit 
Veneration, that their Authority was 
in a Manner abſolute. They were 
intruſted with the Education of the 
better Sort, and were Judges in all 
Civil Affairs. No MalefaQor could 
be put to Death without their Con- 
ſent, and they excluded all from the 
Sacrifices who did not comply with 
their Orders: This made them very 
formidable, the Perſons fo excommae- 
nicuted being deemed infamous, and 
to be avoided by all. In this Point 
the Chriſtian Clergy have too much 
copied after theſe heathen Prieſts, 
They had a ſort of Primate or ſove- 
reign Pontiff, and when one died an- 
other was choſen in his Room, but 
oftentimes not without Broils and 
Bloodſhed. + They had once a Year 
= general Aſſembly in the Midſt of 
aul, where were the ſame Order of 
Men; and indeed it is chiefly by 
the Account that is given of the Gan- 
fp Druids, that we judge of thoſe 
-of Britain. They committed none 
of their Dogmas or Maxims to Wri- 
ting, but conveyed them by Tradi- 
tion, and always taught their Diſci- 
| pu by Heart. One of their chief 


octrines was, That the Soul is im- 


mortal, and that after Death it paſſes 
Into other Bodies ; which removin 
the Fear of Death, added very muc 
to their Courage. They alſo taught, 
"that every Thing drives its Origin 
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om Heaven; but moſt of their 
other Rules relate to their Superſti- 
tion, and among the reſt, har Miſele. 
Foe muſt be cut with a golden Bill, 


The Britons alfo, as well as the 


Gaul;, had a Sort of inferior Prieſts, 
called Bards, whoſe Office was to 
compoſe _ and fing them to 
the Harp, in Praiſe of their Heroes 
and great Men: Whence Poets are 
even now amongſt us ſometimes 
called Bards. A third Sort of Prieſts 
— 83 5 12 Who 
chiefly ſtudie 1 | d the 
Work: of — * . 
The Briton, like the Gaul, and 
indeed moſt Nations in the firſt Ages 
of the World, and like the fneri. 
cans at this Day, were divided into 
a great many petty States, each hav- 
ing its proper Head or Leader. Cz. 
Far reckons no leſs than four of theſe 
petty Princes in the ſmall Compaſs 
of Kent. Theſe Principalities or 
States, having no Dependence on 
each other, any farther than they 
were compelled by Neceſſity, had 
uent Wars among themſelves, as 
was before obſerved ; but in Times 
of common Danger, one of their 
Princes was choſen chief Comman- 
der by common Conſent of all the 
States, whoſe Power was limited, as 
well as the Time of his Adminiſtra- 
tion. Thus Cafibelanus, King or 
Chief of the Trinobantes, was choſen 
to command their Ariny upon Julius 
Caſar's Invaſion; and Caractacus, 
King of the Silures, was made Ge- 
neral in the Time of Claudius. 
As Britain was thus divided inte 
many petty Governments, ſo the 
Inhabitants were diſtinguiſhed by 
various Names, of which we find 
ſeventeen in that Part of Britain 
now called England and Wales : 
Which are as follow, 1. The Cantii, 
"Inhabitants of the preſent County 
of Kent. 2. The Regni, of Suſſex and 
Surrey. 3 The Durotriges, of Dor/et- 
ſhire, 4. The Danmonii, of Devon 
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which they did ſo e 


The RoMANS in Britain. 


ire and Cornwall 5. The Belge, 
of Somer/etfpire, Wik/aire and Hamp- 
Hire. 6. The 4trrebazji, of Berk- 
Hire. 7. The Dobuni, of . 
7erſbire and Oxfordfbire. F. The 
Catticuchlaui, of W, beine, Buck- 
ingbamſbire and 9 9. The 
„ of Her 

and Middle/ex. 10. The Iceni, of 
Suffalt, Nerfalb, Cambridgeſhire and 
Hlurtingionſbire. 11. The Coritani, of 
Lincoluſbire, Leicgſter ſbire, Rutland, 
Derbyſbire, Nottinghamſhire and Nor- 
b 2 The Corna vii, of 
Warcefter ſhire, Sta ffordſbire, Shrop- 
ſhire _ cl, 75 The Br. 
gantes, of Yorkſhire, Lancaſhire, Dur- 


bam, Wiſtmorland and Cumberland. 


14. The Ottadini, of Northumber- 
land and four Counties in Scotland, 
15. The Silures, of Herefordſpire, 


- 


forafpire, Nin 1 


Radnorſbire, Brecknockfhire, Mon- 
mouthfhire and Glamorganſbire. 16. 
The Qrdowices, of Mont gomeryſbire, 
Merionethfpire, Caernarvonſpire, Flint 
Sire and Denbighſhire. 17. The Di- 


metæ, Inhabitants of Caermarthen- 


Hire, Pembrokeſhire and Cardigan- 
Hire. Theſe were the Diviſions, 
and this the State of this Part o 


Britain, when Cæſar invaded it. I 


now proceed to give ſome Account 
of that Invaſion, and of the State 
of Britain under the Romans, And 
here it is that our Hiſtory 5 erly 


begins, no Authors before this Time 


having given any Account of the 
Britiſh Aﬀairs, and what has been 


ſaid by ſome Writers ſince, of the 
TranſaQions in Britain before the 
Roman Invaſion, being mere Fable 
and Romance. i : 


9 . : * 


Of the Romans in Britain. 


the Gauls, began now to turn 


J'ac 0 Cæſar having ſubdued- 
i 


s Thoughts towards Britain, from 


a Deſire of adding to the Glory he 
had acquired by his many Conqueſts, 
and of enlarging the Bounds of the 
already widely extended Empire of 
the Romans. His Pretence was, that 
the Britons had aſſiſted his Enemies 
in Gaul, However that be, having 
{ent ſome before kim to make Diſco- 
veries, the latter End of the Sum- 
mer, about 54 Years before Chriſt, 
he ſet Sail from Bullozgn with two 


. Legions, on board foarſcore Ships, 


leaving Orders for the Horſe to fol- 
low in eighteen more. The next 


Day he arrived on the Coaſt, where 


he ſaw the Hills and Cliffs that run 
out into the Sea covered with Br:- 
ont, who before had Intelligence of 
his Deſign from the Merchants, and 
came prepared to oppoſe his Fenn 

Fedualiy at fir , 
by their Darts, that he was obliged 


to ſeek out for a more convement 
Place. Accordingly he failed along 
the Coaſt towards Deal, and came to 
an Anchor where the Country was 
open and level. The Britons watch- 
ing his Motions, ſent their Chariots 
and Horſemen before, which were 


followed by all the Foot.  Cz/ar's 


Ships were too large to come near 
enough the Shore, and the Romans 
could not land without leaping into 
the Water, which they at laſt did, 


being animated by an Enſign of one 


of the Legions, who led the Way 
with the Colours in his Hand. The 
Britons, however, ſtood their Ground, 
till Cæſar by the means of ſome arm- 
ed Slooge made them fall back a lit- 
1 


a he Romans at length with 
much Difficulty being got upon dry 


Ground, preſſed the Enemy fo vigo 
rouſly, that they put them to Flight: 
But they durſt not purſue them, be- 
cauſe the Horſe were not yet arriv- 
ed, having met with a great Storm, 
1 3 
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which forced them back again to 
the Ports of Gaul. ES 

The Britons now dreading the Va- 
lour and Reſolution of the Romans, 


ſent. Ambaſſadors to Cæſar to, ſue 


for Peace, which he granted upon 
their delivering ſome Hoſtages and 
promiſing to ſend more. This Peace 

eing concluded four Days after the 
Romans landed, ſome of the Princes 
came and ſubmitted themſelves to 
Ce/ar. But ſeveral Diſaſters befall- 
ing the Romans, their Ships being 
ſhattered in the Storm, the Cavalry 
not arrived, and being likewiſe in 
Want of Proviſions, the States that 
had ſubmitted ſaon revolted, and 
ſtirred up the reſt of their Country- 
men to endeavour to rid the Land 
of their Enemies. They according- 
ly fell upon one of their Legions as 
0 were foraging, killed ſeveral, 
and were ſurrounding the reſt with 
their Chariots; when Cz/ar came 


to their Relief, brought them off, 


and retired to the Camp. The Bri- 


tons relolved to attack them there; 


but Cæſar foreſeeing it, gave them 
ſo warm a Reception, that they were 
ſoon forced to fly. This ſo diſcou- 
raged them, that they immediately 
ſent Ambaſſadors to treat of Peace, 
which C ſar agreed to, upon their 
promiſing to ſend after him into 
Gaul; whither he ſoon after retired 
to winter, double the Number of 
Hoſtages he had demanded before. 
Thus ended C2/ar's firſt Expedition, 
in which, notwithſtanding his own 
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Account, of which I have given the 
Subſtance, he may be ſaid rather to 
have ſhewn the Iſland to the Ro- 
mam, than ſubdued it, 

The Britons not ſending their 
Foſtages as they had agreed, Ceſar 
reſolved to giye them another Viſit 
in the Spring; which he did, with 
fiveLegions and two thouſand Horſe, 
landing at a Place he had marked 
the Year before, without any Op- 
poſition, the Britons having retired 


farther up in the Country. ring 


© fartified his Camp, he went in que 
of the Enemy, and found them 


about twelveMiles off, poſted on the 
Banks of a River, thought to be the 
Stoaur in Kent, in order to diſpute 
his Paſſage ; but they were ſoon 
made to give Way, and retired into 


a Wood blocked up with large Trees . 


laid acroſs one another, where they 
were notwithſtanding attacked, and 
put to Fhght. The next Day he 


went in Purſuit of them, and had 


not marched far before he was in- 
formed, that their Forces were much 
increaſed under Caſſibelanus, King of 
the Tyinobantes, whom the B: tons in 
this Exigency had choſen their Com- 
mander in Chief, though before 
there had been continual Wars be- 
tween him and the neighbouring 
States. In the firſt Skirmiſh, which 
happened whilſt the Romans were on 
their March, the Britons were re- 

ulſed ; in two athers they had ma- 


nifeſtly the Advantage of the Ro- 


mans. At laſt Cz/ar ſending out 
the Horſe to forage, with three Le- 
ions to gnard them, the Britons fe 
uriouſly upon the Foragers; but the 
Refiſtance made by the 333 gave 
Cz/ar Time to advance with the 
reſt of the Army, ſo that a great 


Battle enſued, wherein the Britons 


were entirely defeated. Upon this 
he reſolves to penetrate into Ca/ibe- 
lanus's Territories, and paſſes the 


Thames in ſpite of the Enemy who 


were poſted on the oppofite Bank, 
and had drove ſharp Stakes into that 
Part of the River, ſuppoſed by ſome 


to be at Coway Stakes near Chert/ey 


in Surrey; though others think the 
Ford where the Romans paſſed the 
Thames was near King ton, Be this 
as it will, the Britons were attacked 
with ſach Reſolution, that they were 


forced to quit their Poſt ; and ſoon 


after the Trinobantes ſubmitted to 


Cæ ſar, deſiring him to take into his 


Protection their King * 
| Who 
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who had fled into Gaui upon Caffibe- 
lanms's murdering his Father, and 
depriving him of his Dominiens, 
Several other States followed theEx- 
ample of the Trizobantes ; and now 
Cæſar reſolved to attack Caffbela- 
zus's capital City, ſuppoſed to be 
Verulam,near the preſent St. Albar's, 
which he did with great Succeſs, 
the Enemy being put to Flight, aud 
great Numbers {lain and taken. A- 
bout the ſame Time the Ken!i/omen, 
under their four Princes, attacked 
the Roman Camp, but were repulſed 
with great Slaughter, and Cingetorix, 
one of their Princes, taken Priſoner, 
Theſe frequent Defeats, together 
with the Revolt of his Subjects and 
other States, forced Caſſibelanus to 
ſue for Peace, which he obtained 
upon Condition that the Br#rons 
ſhould pay the Romans an annual 
Tribute; after which, Cz/ar having 
received the Hoſtages agreed upon, 
embarked and returned to Gaz/; the 
Situation of his Affairs, as is gene- 
rally believed, — — his 
own Account, obliging him to leave 
Mountry as yet far from being con- 
uered. 5 Ie] 
The Civil Wars in the Empire 
after Cz/ar's Death, made it im- 
poſſible for the Romans to think of 


Britain, and fo the Tribute was not 


paid, nor perhaps demanded for 
twenty Years 5 and when Auguſtus 


threatned to compel the Payment of 


it, he was either diverted by new 
Troubles ig the Empire, or the Bri- 
tons found Means to pacify him. 


In ſhort, after Julius Cz/ar's ſecond 


Invaſion, which ſome very impro- 
perly call a Congueſt, the Britons 
preſerved their Liberty above ninety 
Years; their real Subjection to the 


| Romans not commencing till the 
Reign of Claudius, about 43 Years 


after the Birth of Chrift. This Em- 
peror having ſent Plautius over be- 
fore him to —— the Work, which 
be did with great Succeſs, followed 


' Britons under Caractacus, 


7 
him ſoon after, put himſelf at the 
Head of his Troops, forced the Bri. 
tons to come to a Battle, and entire - 
ly routed them. After this he ad- 
vanced to Camelodunum, now Malden, 
or as others will have it, Colcheſter 
in Ee, where he met with little 
Reſiſtance, and puſhing his Con- 
queſts, ſubdued ſome of the neigh- 
bouring States. As Claudius acquir- 


ed great Fame by theſe Succeſſes, he 


was no leſs remarkable for his Mo- 
deration. The conquered Britons, 
ſenſible of his Generoſity in leaving 
them the Poſſeſſion of their Goods, 
erected a Temple to him and paid 
him divine Honours. After this ſuc- 
ceſsful Expedition, he returned to 
Rome, leaving Plautias Governor of 
Britain, who carried on the Con- 
queſts in Conj unction with A ſpaſtan, 
who fought the Britons in thirty Bat- 
tles, ſubdued two powerful Nations, 
and conquered the [fe of Wight. 
Plautius being at length recalled, 
was — 

who made Camelodunum a Military 
Colony. About the ſame Time Lon- 
don was made a Trading Colony, 


and that Part of Britain lying be- 


tween the Sea and the Thames, was 
reduced to the Form of a Province, 
and celled Britannia Prima. 

After this, Oforius having quelled 
ſeveral Inſurrections, engaged the 
ing of 
the Silures, a brave and experienced 
General, whom the Nations in Alli- 
ance with the Slures had choſen 


Commander in Chief, and after 
an obſtinate Fight totally routed. +. 
them. The brave Cara&acus flying 


for Protection to the Queen of the 


Brigantes, was by her delivered up | 
to the Romans, after having com- 
manded the confederate Army of 


the Britons, with great Bravery and 
various Succeſs, for the Space of 


nine Years. 


Suetonius Paulinus being ſent over 
to Britain in the Reign of Nero, 
B 4 An. 


by Oftorius Scapula, 


a 
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Women and Children, and even the 


An. Dom. 58, conqu 
Mw — HAngleſea; but ſoon 
after, an Affair of much greater 
Conſequence engaged his Attention. 
Boadicea, Widow of Praſatugus King 
of the 7ceni, having been greatly 
provoked by ſome Indignities offer- 
ed to her and her Family by the 
Romans, animated her Countrymen 
to a Revolt, which the Violence and 


| Injuftice of the Emperor's Officers, 


and the grievous Impoſitions that 
were laid upon them, had already 
prepared them for. Accordingly the 
whole Iſland was poſſeſſed with a 
Spirit of Revolt, which quickly 
broke out, and Boadicea, a Woman 
of noble Stature and heroick Cou- 
rage, headed the Revolters, who in 


the Abſence of the General, fell fu- 


rioufſly upon the Romans, diſperſed 
in their Colonies, and maſſacred 
them without Diſtinction of Age or 
Sex, fo that 80,000 are computed 
to have periſhed. Paulinas being 
informed of this ſudden Revolution, 
quits the Iſle of Mona to march a- 
gainſt the revolted Britons, who nad 
now an Army of roo, ooo Men, and 
were marching to engage Paulinus, 
who was in great Straits, his Army 
being but 10,000 ſtrong. However, 
he made up by Conduct what he 
wanted in Numbers. He pitched 
upon a narrow Piece of Ground for 
the Field of Battle, with a Foreſt 
behind that ſecured him from Am- 
buſcades in the Rear, the Britons be- 
ing encamped on a large Plain be- 


fore, having brought out their 


Wives and Children in Waggons to 
"be Witneſſes of their Victory, of 
-which they thought themſelves jure. 
But to their great Diſappointment 
and Confuſion, the Romans attacked 
them with ſuch Bravery and Firm- 
neſs, that after a bloody Battle they 


were entirely defeated and put to 


Flight; and now in Return the Roman 


Soldiers ſpare neither Age nor Sex, 


but ſacritice to their Revenge the 


ered the Ille of 


very Horfes. In this Battle 7 ace; 
aſſures us, 80,000 Britons were ſlain, 
with the Loſs only of 400 Romans, 
and as many n Boadicea 
eſcaped the Conqueror's Hands, but 
throuph Grief and Shame ended her 
Days by Poiſon. 

The Britons were by this Defeat 
reduced to ſo miſerable a Condition, 
that the Romans, who a little after 
received alargeReinforcement from 
Germany, would in all Probability 
have ſoon compleated the-Conq eſt 
of the Iſland, if Diſſentions had not 
aroſe among themſelves. This, to- 
gether with the Confuſions that hap- 
pened in the Empire, gave the Bri- 
tons ſome Reſpite, ſo that very little 
of Importance was tranſacted till to- 
wards the End of He/pafiar's Reign, 
A. D. 78, when Jalius Agricola, a 
brave and prudent Commander, was 
ſent into Britain, who in ſeveral 
Campaigns gained great Advantages 


over the Enemy, proceeding farther 


and farther towards the Northern 
Parts of the Hland, conquering as he 
went, and building Forts and plant- 
ing Garriſons to ſecure his Con- 
queſts ; till in his ſeventh and laſt 


Campaign he engaged the Britiſb Ge- 


neral Galgacus near the Grampian 
Mountain, and entirely defeated him, 
killing 10,000 Britons in the Action, 
with the Loſs of no more than about 
300 Romans. This gave the fintſh- 
ing Stroke to the Liberty of Britain; 
for now all that Part of the Iſland 
lying South of the two Friib of 
Glota and Bodorrin, now called Dun- 
-britton and Edinburgh, was reduced 
to a Roman Province. 


To make ſome amends for the 


Lofs of their Liberty, if any Thing 


can be ſuppoſed to do that, the Br:- 
tons now began to be much civilized. 
They laid aſide in great Meaſure 
their former rude and ſavage Ways, 
and imitated the politer Manners of 
their Conquerors. Arts — 

egan 
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began to flouriſh, and many noble 
Structures were raiſed, The Britiſh 
Nobles pride themſelves in ſpeakin 


the Latin Tongue, and affect to dreſs 


aſter the Manner of the Romans; 
and in ſhort, as Tacitus obſerves, 
eſteem thoſe things as Marks of Po- 
liceneſs, Which were only Badges of 
their Slavery. For under all theſe 
fine Trappings they were no better 
than Slaves; exorbitant Taxes were 
laid upon them, their Eftates were 
taken from them and given to the 
Veterans that were continually com- 
ing to ſettle here; and the Flower 
of their Youth were made Soldiers, 
and diſperſed in the other Provinces 
of the Empire. 
From this Time to the firſt Year 
of the Emperor Aarian, we have 
but a ſlender Account of what paſſ- 
ed in Britain. The Inhabitants who 
were ſubject to the Romans ſeem for 
the moſt part to have been quiet un- 
der their Servitude, and tchoſe af the 
North to have enjoyed their Libert) 
in Peace, without giving any Dil. 
turbance to their Neighbours. But 
now (about the Vear 117) theſe Peo- 
ple, a Mixture, as ſuppoſed, of Pia: 
(who ſome think were only the an- 
tient North Britons, and called Pitts 
from their ſtill painting their Bodies) 
Scots who came originally from Jre- 
land, and Britons who fled from the 
Roman Invaſion, all which ſeem to 
be confounded by the Roman Hiſto- 
rians under the Name of Caledoni- 
ans, made an Irruption into the Ro- 
nan Province, after having demo- 
liſhed ſome of Axgricola's Fortreſſes. 
This brought Adrian into Britain, 
Nos of whoſe Arrival the 

Enemy retired to the North, and 
Adrian thinking it not adviſeable to 
purſue them, left the Caledoni ans all 
the Country between the two Friths 


and the Tine, in Hopes by thus en- 


larging their Bounds, to keep them 
. But, at the ſame Time, to 
re the Subjects of the Empire 
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from their Incurſions, he cauſed a 
Rampart of Earth to be thrown up, 
covered with Turf, from the Mouth 
of the Tine to Solway-Frith, eighty 
Miles in Length from Eaſt to Weſt, 
quite acroſs the Country. 

But after Adriax's Departure, theſe 
northern People ſoon renewed their 
Ravages, and in the Reign of Auto- 
ninus Pius, A. D. 138, deſtroyed the 
Rampart in ſeveral Places. Upon 
this he orders Lollius Urbicus to go 
and quell them, who having forced 
them to retire, raiſed another Ram- 
part on the Neck of Land between 
the two Friths, where Agricola had 
formerly built his Fortreſſes, and 
ſo confined them within narrower 
Bounds. But they remained quiet 
no longer than till they had an Op- 
portunity to begin their Incurſions 
again, to which they were greatly 
encouraged by the Want of Diſci- 
pline in the Roman Army, which 
now, through their enjoying ſeveral 
Years Peace, began to prevail a- 
mongſt them. Calphurnius Agricola 
ſuppreſſed the Inſolence of theſe nor- 
thern Invaders in the Reign of Mar- 
cus Aurelius; as Ulpius Marcellus did 
under Commodus, + 

I ſhall obſerve here, that the Ro- 
mans permitted the Britons to have 
Kings of their own, being fond of 
— for their Subjects; and 
that about this Time one of them, 
named Lucius, is ſaid to have em- 
braced the Chriſtian Religion, which 
had before obtained ſome Footing in 
this Iſland. But the Accounts of 
theſe Things are mixed with a great 
deal of F . Sf I ; 

In the Reign of Severus, A. D. 
205, the Caledaniams renewed their 


Incurſions, and made ſuch Progreſs, 


that the Emperor reſolved to go in 


Perſon againſt them. Accordingly 
he ſet ont for Briiaia with à nume - 


rous moms bþ and with infinite Toil 
penetrated to the utmaſt Bounds af 


the North, cutting down Waods, 
e weis e draini £ 


r e 
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draining” Bogs, or filling them with 
Bavins, and notwithſtanding all Dif- 
ficulties, fubdued this fierce and hi- 
therto unconquered People. In this 
Expedition he loſt no leſs than 
o, ooo Men; but as he could not 
85 the Country in Subjection with 
out a great Army always on the 
Spot, he relinquiſhed his Conq ueſts, 
and contented himſelf with dividin 
the Hland into two Parts by a Wall, 
in the Place where Adria: threw up 
his Rampart. This Wall was of 
Freeſtone, and was called by the 
antient Britons Murſever, i. e. Se- 
veruss Wall, and by the Englih 
the P:4; Wall, becauſe it parted the 
Pi#s from the Britons. The Remains 
of it may ſtill be traced for above 
68 Miles : There were Caſtles and 
Turrets upon it at proper Diſtances. 
The legionary Soldiers were em- 
4 in building it. A ſtupendous 
Work ! which ſhews the ſur prizing 


Art, and indefatigable Induſtry of 


the Roman! Severus, after this, end- 
ed his Days at Tork. 

J have now given an Account of 
the chief Tranſactions of the Ro- 
mans in Britain, and ſhall be more 


brief in what remains, as the Ac- 


counts from this Time are indeed 
but ſhort, and for the moſt part con- 


fuſed and perplexed; and to tell 


barely the Names of all the Em- 
perors that reigned, or all the Go- 
vernors of Britain, whilſt it was un- 
der the Dominion of the Romans, is 
very little to the Purpoſe; or to 
mention any Thing relating to the 
Emperors, wherein Britain was not 
concerned. The Emperor Probus ſent 


over great Numbers of Yandals and 


Burgundians into Britain, who were 
of great Uſe in quelling Inſurree- 
tions. This was about the Year 
276. In the Beginning of Diocli- 
fans Reign, Anno 285, Carauſins, 
with a Fleet under his Command, 


ſcoured the Seas of the piratical 
Franks and Saxons, who infeſted the 


to the i 
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Belgick, Armorican and Britiſh Coaſts; 
and afterwards coming into Britain, 
aſſumed the Title of — there, 
as ſeveral other Roman Commanders 
in Britain did after him, though they 
generally proved unfortunate, | 
The Emperor Conflantive, about 
the Year 307, came over into Bri. 
tain to quell ſome Commotions, and 
died at York, as he was going upon 
an Expedition againſt the northern 
People, now called Deucaledonian 
and Fefarions, His Son and Suc- 
ceſſor Conffantine, ſome think, was 
born in Britain: During whoſeReign 
the Ifland enjoyed a perfect Tran. 
quillity; and as he was the firſt 
Chriſtian Emperor, he granted the 


Liberty of profeſſing that Religion 


throughout the Empire, which the 
Britons of conſequence enjoyed. He 
divided the Empire into four Pre- 


fectures, Britain being ſubject to the 


Prefea of Gaul, and governed by a 
Vicar or Deputy under him. This 


Emperor alſo divided Britain, ſo 


much of it as was under the Romans, 
into three Provinces, wiz. Britannia 
Prima, containing all South of the 
Thames, the Capital London ; Britan- 
nia Secunda, al} Weſt of the Severn 
Sea, now called Walks, 
the Capital Ja, or Caerlion; and 
Maxima Cæſarienſis, containing all 


Northward of the Thames and Eaſt- 


ward of the Severn, the Capital York, 
This laſt was afterwards ſubdivided 
into two Parts, the ſouthern Part re- 
taining the old Name of Maxima 


Cæſarienſis, and the northern being 
called Flavia Caſarienſi. 


The next thing remarkable was 
under Valentinian I. Au. 364, when 
the Iſland being wretchedly harraſſed 
by the joint Attacks of the Pic. 
Scots, Attacots (which ſome thiok 
were the wild and mountainous bri- 
ons and Saxons, Theodsfius, Father 
of the firſt Emperor of that Name, 
was ſent to command in Britain, 
who dividing his Army into three 

Bodies, 
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Bodies, defeated the Enemies diſ- 
perſed in the Iſland in ſeveral En- 
counters, and at laſt drove them out 
of the Roman Province, and even 
beyond the two Fritbs, where he 
built Fortreſſes to keep them at a 
greater Diſtance ; and thus he en- 
Jarged the Roman Territories, by a 
conſiderable Tract of Land, which 
he made a fifth Province, calling it 
Valentia, in Honour of Yalentinian. 
Having thus happily finiſhed his 
Work, he returned in Triumph to 
London, repaired and beantified it, 
and gave it the Name of Auguſta. 
In the next Reign, Maximus was 
ſent into Britain, who formed a De- 
ſign of reducing the whole Iſland 
under the Roman juriſdiction; but 
being diſguſted at Gratian's aſſo- 
ciating Theodofius the Younger in 
the Empire, thinking himſelt more 
deſerving, he aſſumed the Imperial 


Purple, and quitted Brizain in order 
to oppoſe Gratian, leading almoſt 
all the Reman Forces into Gaul, 
with a large Body of ſuch Britons 


as were fit to bear Arms. This ex- 
ceedingly weakened the Province, 
and expoſed it to every Attack. 
Though Maximus cauſed Gratian to 
be aſſaſſinated, and dethroned Va- 
lentinian II. who was joint Empe- 
ror, yet he was afterwards defeated 
and put to Death by Theodo/ius, who 
at laſt remained ſole Maſter of the 
Empire, and during his Reign the 
Pit; lived peaceably without moleſt- 
ing the Britons, 

But after his Death, Au. 393, the 


Scots from Ireland, and the Pics and | 
received in Britain long before the 


Scots from the North, again invaded 
the Roman Province, and the Saxon 
Piratesexceedingly infeſtedtheCoaſts. 
The Pia, and Scots having taken the 
Fortreſſes builtbyT heodofrus, advanced 
to Severus's Wall; and there being 
not Forces enough left by the Ro- 
mans to defend a Wall of ſuch a 
Length, they with little Oppoſition 
proceeded farther towards 

and laid waſte the Country. 


Son Titus. 


e South, 


11 
The Britons were now in the ut- 
moſt Diſtreſs, and ſent ſeveral Meſ- 
ſages to the Emperor Honorius, im- 
ploring his Aſſiſtance. But the Ro- 


mant were now too much taken u 


with their own Affairs to think of 
Britain. The Empire was invaded 
on all Sides by the Goths, Yandals, 
Suevi, Cotti and Alani; and Alarick 
the Goth had taken and ſacked Rome 
itfelf. Honorius therefore to free him- 
ſelf at once from the Importunities 


of the Britons, diſcharged them from 


their Allegiance to the Empire. This 
was in the Year 410. And though 
afterwards, in the Reign of Yalen- 
tinian III. the Romans out of Com- 
paſſion ſent them a Legion, which 
did them conſiderable Service for the 
Time, driving back the P:#s and 


Scots to their o- n Country; yet it 


was ſoon recalled, the Roman Com- 
mander plainly telling them that 
hereafter they were to expect no 
farther Aſſiſtance from the Emperor, 
and exhorting them to provide for 
their own Defence. Thus ended the 


Juriſdiction of the Romans in Bri- 


tain, 464 Years after Julius Cæſar's 


firſt Invaſion, 367 after they got 


Poſſeſſion under Claudius, and about 


330 after Agricola extended their 
Conqueſts under Veſpaſian and his 
The Britons, from the 
Time of their Subjection to the 
Roman Yoke, are to be conſidered 
as a mixt People, many Roman Fa- 


milies and other Foreigners coming 


over, and incorporating themſelves 


with the Natives. 


Chriſtianity had been generally 


Romans left x. . Many Churches 
were built. Many ſuffered Martyr- 
dom, of whom. St. Alban was the 
firſt, in the Perſecution under Dio- 
clean. But both Clergy and Laity + 
ſoon became very corrupt in their 


Manners, to which Gila, and Bede 


aſcribe the terrible Calamities that 
afterwards befel them, 8 K 
| or 
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called Warling-freet ; Via Icenerun, 


For a Concluſion of this Period, 
I mall obſerve, that whilſt the Ro- 
mans continued Maſters of Britain, 
they made ſeveral publick Ways, the 
Remains of which are ſtill to be 
ſeen, viz. the Via Vetelingiaua, now 


or Themld-flrect; Erming-ftrect, a 
the Feæſ-Way; two x af 50 
through the Breadth, and two through 
the Length of that Part of the Iſland 
which was ſuhject to the Roman.. 
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The Arrival of the Saxons, and their Settlement in Britain. 


| PON the Roman quitting the 
&_}J iſland, the Pi&#s and Scott be- 
gan to harraſs the Britons with more 
than ever. They attacked Se- 
verus's Wall, that had been repaired, 
broke it down in ſeveral Places, and 
made frequent Inroads upon their 
Neighbours, who were forced by this 


Means to abandon Part of their 


„ and retire farther ſouth- 


Country 


ward. At laſt the poor Breton; ſued 


for Peace, which _ obtained upon 
very hard Terms; for all the Coun- 
try North of the Humber was to be 
delivered up to the Pic, and Scars, 
who accordingly took Poſſeſſion of 
at; and ſome Time after taking Ad- 
vantage of the Diſcords and Divi- 
ons among the Britons, occaſioned 
by the Contentions 8 ſe- 
veral petty Kings or Leaders, they 
broke the Treaty, aud paſling the 
Humber, laid waſte the Country in a 
terrible Manner. In this melancho- 
2 Situation the Britons once more 

ent to the Ramans humbly to im- 
their Aſſiſtance, but in vain, 
the Affairs of the Empire not per- 
mitting it. In this Extremity the mi- 
ferable Britozs reſolve to elect a Mo- 
narch, as the beſt Means to unite them 
and heal their Diviſions, that they 
might the more unanimouily turn 
their whole Force againft the com- 
mon Enemy. But this bad not the 
deſired Eben, the petty Kings ſtill 
contending for the Sovereignty. At 
lat, about the Year 445, Lortigern, 
Count or King of the Danmonii, 
who was the moſt powerful, as well 


as the moſt ambitious, was choſen; 
— by 3 the Britons at 
engt ed upon an Expedient 
which — wi End proved — De- 
ſtruction. Thie was to call in the 
warlike Sexozs, a People of Ger. 
many, to their Aid againſt the Pia; 
and Scots. | 

Purſuant to this Reſolution, Am- 
baſſadors were ſent over, and Witi- 
gifil, the Saxon General, having con- 
vened an Aſſembly to hear what they 


had to ſay; it was agreed to grant 


them Men, and Hengiſi and 
Horſa, the Sons of Witigiſil, were 
appointed to command them. How. 
ever, at firſt they only ſhipped of 
part of the Number, who arrived, 
in the Vear 449. under the Conduct 
of the two Brothers above mentioned, 
at Ebbegfleet in the Iſle of Thanet in 
Kent, and were immediately put in 
Poſſeſſion of that Iſland, which had 
before been agreed upon. The P14; 
and Scets were by this Time advan- 
ced as far as Stamford in Lincolnſhire, 
and the Saxons, after having a little 
refreſhed themſelves, marched againſt 
them with: ſuch Succeſs, that they 
forced them to retire by Degrees 
into their own Country. 

It muſt be obſerved, that though 
the wretched Condition of the Bri- 
tons made them agree to Yortigern's 
Propoſal of calling in the Saxons, yet 
his chief View in it was to eſtabliſh 


his own-Power, and to ſecure him- 


ſelf from any Deſigns that might 
be formed againſt him, either by 
thoſe who were diſſatisſied with hie 

| (Govert- 


ded, Heng1/ 
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Gorernment, or were ambitious of 


raiſing themſelves to the fame ſu- 

reme Authority. Hence he uſed 
all his Arts to win over the Saxons 
to his Side, and allowed them ſuch 
Advantages as at laſt made his Coun- 
trymen-ſuſpicious of him, and - 
prehend that what was deſigned by 
them for their Deliverance from their 
Enemies, the Pic: and Scoss, might 
end in their Ruin by theſe new 
Comers, to whom Yortigern had al- 
ready given ſome Lands in Lincoln- 
Hirt. On the other Hand, Hengiſt 
began to hope, from the Weakneſs 
of the Britons, that he ſhould be 
able to procure a Settlement in the 
Iſland, and to this End endeavoured 
to make his Advantage of the Fears 
and Ambition of Vortigern, and fo 
wrought upon him, by 13 
the Danger he was in from the Diſ- 


affection of his Subjects, as to per- 


ſuade him to ſend over for the reſt 
of the Saxons that were defigned for 
Britain. Accordingly they arrived 
the next Vear in fixteen large Veſſels, 
and with them Eſcus the eldeſt Son, 
and Rowena the Niece of Hengi/?. 
Upon this Yortigern grew more 


abſolute and haughty towards his 


Subjects, and he and Hengiſs entered 
into a ſtrict Friendſhip, as each ſtood 
in need of the other to accompliſh 
his particular Views. But they dif- 
fered in this, that whereas Vortigern 
was a weak Prince and eaſily delu- 

was OG) and 
made the Monarch's Weakneſs in 
every Thing ſubſervient to his De- 
ſigns. Finding Vortigern was of an 
amorous Diſpoſition, he contrived an 
Interview between him and his Niece, 
the beautiful Roawena ;z with whoſe 
Charms being ſmitten, he reſolved 
to matry her, and to that End di- 
vorced his former Wife, and com- 
plied ſo far as to give Hengiſt and 
Hor/a the entire Sovereignty of Kent, 
with. Leave to people it with 


Saxon, 


againſt theſe Proceedings, Yortigern 
and Hengif! being reſolved to ſtand 
by each other; and the crafty Saxon, 


that he might be the better enabled 


to cope with them, and even at [aft 
to act without Vortigern, fo wrought 
upon his Fears and Jealouſies, that 
he conſented to the bringing over 
more Saxon Forces, who, in 452, 
arrived in great Numbers under the 
Command of Oda, ne to _ 

, who brought his Son BGH 
_— with him, and fettled them- 
ſelves in the North. my had 
now nothing to fear from the Bri- 
tons, and began to ſhew leſs Reſpe&k 
to Vortigern, ſending for continual! 
Supplies from Germany without aſk- 
ing his Leave. And now having 
brought Matters to bear, he com- 
plained that the Saxon Soldiers were 
not paid according to the Apree- 
ment, demanded their Arrears, and 
threatened to do himſelf Juſtice if 


they were not ſpeedily paid. 


The Britons now, tho? late, were 
effeQually rouſed out of their Le- 
— and perhaps it had not been 
too late, if they could have agreed 
among themſelves better than they 
had done ever-fince they had been a 
— But all their Efforts for 
freeing themſelves from their foreign 
Enemies, were unhappily defeated, 
as had all along been the Caſe, by 
their own inteſtine Diviſions. Their 
firſt Struggle with the Saxons, whom 
now they plainly ſaw, under the 
Pretence of friendly Auxiliaries, to 
have a Deſign of eitabliſhing them- 
ſelves in _ Country, was under 
Bis eldeſt Son to PForti by 
Their Buſineſs was now to ——— 
to drive out as Enemies, thoſe whom 
they had invited over as Friends; 
and in the firſt Battle, which was 
fought in 455, and in which Hora 
was ſlain, they are ſaid to have got 
the better of the Saxons, and in the 
next to have loſt all again. At length 

Ambroſou., 
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Ambroſius, who was of Raman Ex- 


traction, was by a great Party ſet 
up as their Leader; but here enſued 
a Civil War between his Party and 
Fortimer's, in which the Britons mi- 
ſerably harraſſed one another, whilſt 
the Saxons, made their Advantage of 
theſe Diviſions, and grew ſtronger 
and ſtronger, having at the ſame 
Time ftruck up a Peace with the 
Pigs, the more effectually to annoy 
the Britons. However, after a twen- 
ty Years War, at the.End of which 
Vortimer died, both Sides were in- 
clined to Peace, which was con- 
cluded in 475, on Condition each 
Party ſhould keep what they had 
got. For it mutt be noted, that 
the Britons by this Time became 
expert in War, and by long Exer- 
ciſe had learnt of their Enemies the 
Saxons the military Art, which the 
Romans had endeavoured to make 
them forget: And ſo they became 
at laſt a Match for the Saxons, and 
would certainly have got the better 


of them, if their Civil Broils, and 


the Saxons being continually rein- 
forced from Germany, had ot pre- 
vented it. 

The Peace continued not long, 
Hengift could not reliſh being diſ- 
appointed in his Deſign of making 
himſelf Maſter of Britain, and there- 
fore, ſinding himſelf not able as yet 
to accompliſh it by Force of Arms, 
had recourſe to Treachery. He cauſed 
300 Britiſb Nobles to be aſſaſſinated 
and murdered, whom he had invited 
to an Entertainment, whilſt Friend- 
- ſhip ſeemed to ſubſiſt between the 
two Nations. This made the Hri- 
tons hate the Saxons more than ever, 
and a War ſoon enſued, in which the 
Britons firſt under Ambreſius, and then 
under the famous 4ribur, (of whom 
ſo many romantick Stories are told, 
that ſome have queſtioned whether 
ever there was any ſuch Perſon) ob- 
tained many ſignal Victories over the 
Saxons; but the Misfortune was, that 


» 


the Brizons were waſted. and dimi. 
niſhed by this long War, and the 
Saxons were continually recruited 
the coming over of vaſt Numbers of 
their Nation, and of Jutes and Ax- 
les, who with the Saxons made 25 
it were one People in Germany, as 
they did afterwards in Britain; and 
were all together commonly called 
Saxons, and Anglo-Saxons. By this 
Means, the Britons were at length, 


after the Death of the above-men. 


tioned Princes, who both fell in Bat- 


tle, entirely ſubdued; to which they 


not a little contributed by their own 


Diſſentions, occaſioned by the ambi- 


tious Struggles for Pre-eminence a. 
mong their Leaders. The Particu- 
lars of this War I ſhall omit, which 
are very confuſedly related by Hiſto- 
rians; and ſhall only take Notice of 
ſome principal Events, and how the 
Saxons were from Time to Time re- 
inforced from Germany, till they ob. 
tained a compleat Settlement in this 
Iſlancg. | | 
In the Year 477, Ella, a Saxo 
General, at the Invitation of Hen- 
gift, arrived in Britain, with his 
Sons Baldulphus, Colgrin and Ciſſ. 
He landed his Troops at Whitering 
in Sy/ſex, and after ſome Oppoſition 
from the Britons, ſettled them by 


— along the ſouthern Coaſt; 
an 


ſo they were called Sud, or Scuth- 
Saxons, and their Country Seer. 
Thoſe that Hengift had eſtabliſhed 
in the Zaſt, were called Eaft-Saxons, 
and their Country Z/ex ; and the 
Country between theſe two was term- 
ed Middleſex. Kent retained its an- 
tient Name, which was perhaps the 
only one the Saxons did not alter. 
Vertigern being purſued by Anbro- 
ius, as an Enemy to his Country, 
fled to a Caſtle in Wales, where be- 
ing beſieged, the Caſtle took Fire 
and was burnt to the Ground, and 
the unhappy Portigern periſhed in 
the Flames, about the Year 485. 
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In the Year 488, the famous Hen- 
2½ died, aged about ſixty- nine Years, 


thirtynine of which he had paſſed 


in Britain, and the laſt thirty-three 
as King of Kent. Soon after, Ella 
took on himſelf the Title of King 
of Suſſex, or of the South-Saxons. 
In the Year 495, Cerdich, another 
gaxon General, arrived in Britain, 
with his Son Kenrict, and having 
firmly” ſettled himſelf, after many 
bloody Battles for the Space of a- 


| hove twenty Years, aſſumed the Ti- 


tle of King of Wes, or of the 
Wfl-Saxons, which Kingdom at laſt 
became the Head of all the reſt. 
From him were deſcended the Kings 
of England, in the Male Line, down 
to Edward the Confefſer, and in the 
Female, down to his preſent Ma- 
jeſlty, 
In col, a new Reinforcement of 
Saxons came over from Germany un- 
der the Conduct of Porta. And not 
long after, the Saxons conſidering, 
that whilſt their Troops were di- 
vided, they run the Riſk of loſing 
in one Place what they gained in an- 
other, reſolved to unite all their 
Forces, the better to withſtand the 
Pragreſs of Arthur ; which accord- 
ingly they did, and made Cerdict 
General of the whole Army. 

In 514, a new Supply of Saxon 
Troops arrived under Staff and With- 
gar, Nephews to Cerdick. And in 
527, Erchenwin aſſumed the Title 
of King of Eſex, or of the Eaft- 
Saxons. | | | 

About this Time, great Numbers 
of Angles, under the Conduct of 
Uſa, and eleven other Chiefs, land- 
ed ſomewhere on the eaſtern Coaſt 
of Britain, where continually gain- 
ing Ground, and ſending for freſh 
Colonies from Germany, . they -at 


length founded the Kingdom of the 


L- 

In the Year 530, Cerdick attacked 
and conquered the Je of 
cruelly deſtroying almoſt all the In- 


Wight, 


habitants. And not long after, he 
ſent into Germany to invite over all 


who had a mind to come and ſettle 
in his Kingdom: Accordimgly 800 
Veſſels arrived in his Ports, on board 
of which were vaſt Numbers of 
Saxons and Jutes with their Fami- 
lies, who ſeated themſelves in his 
Territories, in the Room of the 
Britons whom he had expelled. 

In 534, Cerdick died, fixteen 
Years after his Coronation, and 
thirty-nine after his Arrival in Bri- 
tain. | | | 

After Arthur's Death, the dif- 
mayed Britons had neither Courage 


nor Power to defend themſelves, 


_ which great Numbers of Peo- 
ple reſolved to go over and ſettle in 
Britain. Jaa, and Angle, according- 
ly arrived, with a great many of his 
Countrymen, who landed in York- 
fir: among the Northumbrian Sax- 
ons, and were received by them as 
Friends: And Jada finding they were 
willing to obey him, got himſelf 
acknowledged by them as well as by 
thoſe he brought over with him, 
King of Northumberland, ſo called 
becauſe it lay North of the Humber. 
He died in the Year 559, after a 
Reign of twelve Years, and after his 
Death the Kingdom of Northumber- 
land was divided into two” Parts, 
Bernicia to the North, and Deira to 
the South. . 
Keaulin, the third King of the 
Weft-Saxons, being an ambitious 


Prince, formed Deſigns of enlarg- 


ing his Dominions, and in order to 
effect it, turned his Arms againſt his 


Countrymen, and began the firſt Ci- 


vil War among the Saxons; which 


the Britons might have improved 


very much to their Advantage, could 
they have been united, and had 
their Chiefs had more Regard to the 


publick, than their own private In- 


tereſt, | 


tile, 


About this Time lived Gildas, a 
Monk of Bangor, who wrote a Treas» ' © 
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tiſe, entitled, De Excidio Wege 
Of the Deftrudtion:of Britain 5 where- 
in he boldly  cenſures the Britiſb 
Princes in his Time, vis. thoſe who 


after the Death of Arthur divided 


the Country into ſeveral petty States. 
In the Year 571, 75 took the 
Title of King of the Za/t-Angles. 
Keaulin having brought the Kings 
of Kent, Efjex, and Sufſex to ſubmit 
to him, turned his Arms againſt the 
Britons, and. in a ſeven Years War 
extremely weakened them. 
The poor Britons were now at 
the laſt Gaſp, and their utter De- 
ſtruction ſeemed to be at hand. In 
this Extremity they applied to the 
Scots for their Aſſiſtance, who ac- 


cordingly joined them, and in the 


firſt Battle beat Keau/in's Army; but 
in the ſecond, were entirely defeated 


In their Turn, the Scots being obliged 


to retire into their own Country, and 
the diſtreſſed Britons left to ſhift for 
themſelves. | 

To compleat their Ruin, in the 
Year 584 Crida arrived with a larger 
Fleet than any that had before come 
from Germam, bringing over a vaſt 
Number of Angles. He advanced to- 
wards the Middle of the Iſland, dri- 
ving the Britons before him wherever 


7 


he came; and out of his Conqueſt; 
founded the Kingdom of the Mid; 
Angles, or Merciaus, larger than any 
of the others. | 
The Britons now took to their laf 
Refuge, which was to retreat into 
Cambria, where they remain to this 
Day, which the Saxon, called Wal. 
liſh-Land, that is, Gauliſb-Land, as 
ſuppoſing the Britons to be of Gay- 


lib Extraction, as very probably they 


were; and which the Zzg/;þ now 
call Wales, a Country defended by 


Nature, and which was afterward; 


divided into ſeveral petty Kingdoms, 
But this ſmall Part of the Iſland 
not being ſufficient for ſuch Num- 
bers of Families, a great many fled 
beyond the Seas, and others became 
Slaves to the Saxexs for a miſerable 
Subſiftence. | 

Thus the Saxons, Jules, and An- 
gles, or as they are all together called 
anglo-Saxont, obtained a compleat 
Settlement in the Iſland, after a War 
of about 130 Vears, and with one 
Conſent. gave the Name of England, 
that is, the Land of the Angles, to 
the ſeven Kingdoms they had eſta- 
bliſhed, of which I ſhall next give 
ſome Account. 
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DEFORE TI proceed, I ſhall 
| obſerve, that the Iſland of Br:i- 
eain, divided into ſęveral Kingdoms, 
was now poſſeſſed by four different 
Nations. Theſe were, 1. The B.- 
tons or Weib, under whom are com- 

iſed, all thoſe Foreigners, whether 

amant or others, ſettled in the Iſland 
fince theReign of Claudius, and after- 
wards incorporated: with the Natives 
& as to make one People with them. 
After the Eftabliſhment of the Auglo- 
Saxons, theſe Britous were confined 
to Cambria or Hales, and the wel- 
12 75 5 J 


tern Part of Danmonium, 1. e. Corn- 
_ ; and 881 _ re- 
gard to the Hiſtory of England, are 
only to be conſidered as a — 
ing Nation. 2. The Piat, who in- 
habited the Eaſt Part of what is now 
called Scotland. 3. The Scots, who 
inhabited the Weſtern Part. 4. The 
Saxons, Angles, and Futes, all com- 


prehended under the Name of the 


Engliſh, who now had all the South- 
ern Part of Britain, from the Chan- 
nel to Severus s Wall, and a little 
beyond, towards the Eaſt. 3 
divide 
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divided into ſeven Kingdoms, thence 
called the Heptarchy, of which the 
Saxons and Futes had thoſe of Kent, 
Eſex, =. 9 Meer; the An- 

of Mercia and Eaft- An- 


gether, that of Northumberland. 
Theſe ſeven Kingdoms, though fo 
many diſtint, independent Sove- 
reignties, yet were in ſome Reſpects 
united into one Body or State; the 


Bond of which Union was their Ge- 


neral in Chief, or Monarch, as he is 
called, choſen by the unanimous 
Conſent of all the ſeven Kingdoms. 
They had alſo their Viitenagemot, 
or Aſſembly of Wiſe Men, for regu- 
lating the Affairs of the Heptarchy 
in general; and beſides this, each 
Kingdom had its Convention, for 
managing its own particular Con- 
cerns. So that the Heptarchical Go- 
vernment was ſomewhat like that of 
the United Provinces ; and the Chief, 
or Monarch, ſeems to have reſembled 
a Dutch Stadtholder. 

No Hiſtory, perhaps, is more con- 
fuſed, uncertain and defective, than 
that of the 2 ay The Ac- 
counts are to- be had only from 
Monkiſh Writers, whoſe Buſineſs was 
purely to — a Hiſtory of Mona- 
ſteries founded in this Period, of the 
Affairs of the Church, and how ter- 
ribly both Church and Monaſteries 
ſuffered from Pagan Ravagers. Tis 
on this Account that they relate the 
Wars of theſe Times, which the 
do without any Order or Method, 
and deſcribe them more like the ſa- 
vage Encounters of wild Beaſts than 
of Men; and they mention other 
Affairs, only occaſionally, for the 
Sake of their favourite Point the 
Monaſteries, ſo that no Perſpicuity 
or e is to be expected, ei- 
ther in the Civil or Military Tranſ- 
actions of theſe Times. Inſtead, 


therefore, of raking into this Heap 
of Rubbiſh, I ſhall content myſelf 
with giving the Extent, Boundaries, 


. Occurrences. 


Duration, c. of theſe ſeven King- 
doms, and relating a few principal 
And by this Means I 
ſhall have more Room, in the nar- 
row Compaſs I have > nora” to 
myſelf, for Things of greater Cer- 
tainty and Importance. 

The Kingdom of Kent, contain- 
ing no more than that County, was 
the firſt that was founded, bein 
about 60 Miles long and 3o broad. 
It had the Sea to the Scuth and 
Eaſt, the Thames to the North, and 
the Kingdom of Sy/ex to the Weſt. 
It began in 455, under Hengiß, and 
ended under Balared, the 17th King, 
in whoſe Reign being conquered by 
Egbert, it became a 2 to the 
Wingdom of W:/ex, about the Year 
825. The Kingdom of Kent made 
but little Figure in the Heptarchy, 
except in the Reign of Hengiſt the 
firſt King, and Esbelbert, who was 
the fifth, a very powerful Prizce, 
and remarkable for being the firſt 
King of the Anglo-Saxons who em- 
brac'd Chriſtianity ; towards which 
his Marriage with Britha, Daughter 
of the King of Paris, who was a 
Chriſtian, contributed not a little; 
and Pope Gregory I. laying hold of 
this bs 5 aus 6 ſent over forty 
Benediftine Monks, with Auflin at 
their Head, who by their Preach- 
ing firſt converted the King and ſe- 
veral of his principal Subjects, and 
afterwards Numbers of other Sax- 
ons. This was in the Year 598. 
But it muſt be noted, that C1. 
ſtianity was then greatly corrupted, 
it was planted here among our Saxen 
Anceſtors, by theſe Miſſionaries, with 
all thoſe ſuperſtitious Corruptions 
with which it had been mixed, and 

articularly a vaſt Veneration for 
— and the monaſtick Life. 
In about ſixty Vears after the Arri- 
val of Auftin, all England was con- 
verted, the Kingdom of Mercia be- 
ing the laſt that embraced the new 
Religion, but nor by the wing 
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of Auftin. And thus the Saxons, of 
roſs Idolaters, became not very 
pure Chriſtians. This Auſtin was 
the firſt Archbiſhop of Canterbury; 
and though he has run away with all 
the Honour of converting the Eng- 
li Nation, yet the Progreſs he made 
was not fo conſiderable as has been 
imagin'd ; the Scotch Monks of &t. Co- 
FL% 4 having as great a Share in the 
Work as he and his Companions. 
The Kingdom of Sax, or the 
South. Saxons, began under Ella in 
1. About the Year 590, Keaulin, 
Hae of I/efſex, got Poſſeſſion of it. 
After this they made ſeveral At- 
tempts to regain their Liberty, and 
were ſometimes ſucceſsful, but as 
often reduced by the Veſt-Saxon 
Kings; till at laſt, about the Vear 
760, this Kingdom was ſo entirely 
ſubdued, that it was ever after con- 
ſidered as a Province of Ver. It 
contained only the two Counties of 
Sage and Surrey, being not above 
50 Miles long and 30 broad. It 
was bounded on the North by the 
Thames, on the South by the Sea, 
on the Eaſt by the Kingdom of Kent, 
and on the Weſt by Teer. Adil. 
<walch was the firſt King of this lit- 
tie Kingdom who embraced the 
Chriſtian Religion. | 4 
The third Kingdom in order of 
Time, was that of Ver, or the 
WYe/t-Saxons, which began under Cer- 
dick, in 5 19, and ended only as a 
ſeparate 7 <8 under Egbert, who 
began his Reign in the Year 800, 
and about twenty-ſeven Years after 
compleated the Diſſolution of the 
Heptarchy, by reducing all the other 
Kingdoms to his Obedience, and be- 
coming Maſter of the Whole. It 
was, as appears from hence, one of 
the moſt powerful of the ſeven 
Kingdoms, containing the Counties 
of Devon, Dorſet, Somer/tt, Wilts, 
Berk, and Southampten ; the Ife of 
Wight being allo dependent on it. 
It was fituate South of the Themes, 
In Breadth about ſeventy Miles, and 
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in Length 150, from Sa to Corn- 
wall. As Northumberland and Mer- 


cia were the two other Kingdoms 


that exceeded the reſt in Grandeur 
and Power, there were long and fre- 
quent Conteſts between theſe three 
Kingdoms which fhould be Head 
over all the reſt, till at laſt Ve 
prevailed, as has been already men- 
tioned. Cinigiſil, who was the ſixth 


. King, was the firſt Chriſtian King 


of this Kingdom, who embraced that 
Religion in 635. Ina was not only 
one of the moſt famous Kings of 
I/efex, but of the whole Heptarchy. 
He made a Body of Laws, entitled, 
Feſt-Saxon Leaga, which ſerved as 
a Rough Draught to Alfred the Great. 
About 727 he laid a Tax of a Penny 
on every Family in ex and Su/- 
ſex, to be ſent yearly to Rome, un- 
der the Name of Rome-Scot; as 
ſome Time after, Ofa, King of 
Mcrcia, laid the ſame on Mercia and 
Eaft-Jnelia, calling it Peter Pence, 
becauſe it was to be paid on the Ho- 
liday of St. Peter ad vincula, Aug. 1. 
This Tax was only for the Support 
of a College at Rome, founded by 
Ina for the Education of Engliſ 
Youth; tho? in Proceſs of Time the 
Popes claimed it as a Tribute due 
to St. Peter and his Succeſſors. In 
at laſt quitted his Crown and turned 
Monk, which was deemed a Mark 
of extraordinary Piety in thoſe Days, 
and was practiſed by many Kings 
and great Men. In the Reign of 
Brithrick, Egbert's immediate Pre- 
deceſſor, the Danes made their firſt 
Deſcent on the Kingdom of Meſex, 
about the Year 790; of whom we. 
ſhall hear more hereafter. 

The Kingdom of Eyex, or of the 
Eaft-Saxons, was bounded on the 
North by Zafi- Anglia, on the Eaſt 
by the German Ocean, on the South 
by the Thames, and on the Wei by 
Mercia. Its greateſt Length was 05 
Miles, and its 8 Breadth 38, 


containing the Counties of Z/# and 
| Middl:/ex, 
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Middi:ex, and Part of Hertfordſbire. 
It began under Zrchenwin, in 527, 
and was at laſt conquered by Egbert 
the I e- Saxon, ſoon after he had con- 
quered Kent. Sabert, the third King, 
was the firſt Chriſtian King of EH. 

The Kingdom of Norrhumber- 
land, or of the Northumbrians, con- 
tained the Counties of , Lanca/eer,, 
Cumberland, Weſtmoreland, Northum- 
lerland, 'York, and Durbam; its 
greateſt Length 160 Miles, and 
greateſt Breadth 60. It was bound- 
ed on the South by the Humber, on 
the Weſt by the 1r:4 Sea, on the 
North by the Country of the Pic, 
and Scots, and on the Eaſt by the 
German Ocean. It began under 17a 
in 547, and was the laſt Kingdom 
that ſubmitted to Egbert, who put 
an End to the Hetarchy, about rhe 
Year 827, Northumberland being di- 
vided into two Kingdoms after the 
Death of Ida, wiz. Bernicia and Dei- 
ra, there were frequent Quarrels be- 
tween them. Zarin, 2 powerful 
Prince, was the firſt Chriſtian King 
of Northumberland. Adelfrid his Pre- 
deceſſor, in 613, maſſacred 1200 
Monks of Bangor, and deſtroyed 
that famous Monaſtery, having ob- 
tained a ſignal Victory over the 7+ 
near Cheſter. After this, Penda King 
of Mercia, and Caawwal/ow King of 
Wales, joining together againſt the 
Northambrians, exceedingly diſtreſſed 
and harraſſed them. O/wald was a 
Prince of great Character, and re- 
united the two Kingdoms of Nor- 
thumberland; he was atterwards ſlain 
in Battle, and his Body inhumanly 
treated by Penda, at Ojveftre in 
Sorepſhire, Bede, a Saxon Monk and 
Prieſt, havin g wrote an Eccleſiaſtical 
Hiſtory of England from the Coming- 
in of the Saxozs to the Year 731, 
dedicated it to Ceolu/ph King of 


Northumberland, at whoſe Requeſt. 


he wrote it. | h 
The ſixth Kingdom was that of 
Eaſt- Anglia, founded by U in 


571. It contained the two Coun- 


. 
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ties of Norfolk and Sufolk, and Part 
of Cambridgeſhire; bounded on the, 
North by the Humber, and the Ger- 
man Ocean, on the Eaſt by the ſame 


Ocean, on the South by the King=, - 


dom of Efex, and on the Weſt by 
Mercia; its greateſt Length 80 Miles, 
and greateſt Breadth 55. Redowwald, 
a moſt famous Prince, was the firſt, 
Chriſtian King, but Chriſtianity was, 
afterwards more firmly re- eſtabliſned 
in Eaſl- Anglia by Sigebert, about 
the Year 60. V King of Mer- 
cia put King Ezhelbert to Death, in 
order to icize his Kingdom, in 7923 
after which, Eaſ-Anglia and Mer- 
cia made but one Kingdom, and at 
laſt both together became ſubject to 
Egbert. | | | 
The Kingdom of Mercia was the 
ſeventh and laſt that was founded, 
and was ſo called from the Saxon 
Word Mert, a Bound, becauſe it 
ſerved as a Boundary to all the other 
Kingdoms. It was the largeſt of 
the Heprarchy, being 160 Miles long, 
and about 100 broad; containing the 
Counties of Lincoln, Nottingham, Dera 
by, Rutland, Leiceſter, Huntingdon, © 
Staford, N uræuich, Neri hampton, Ox- 
ford, Buckingham, Bedford, Part of 
Hertferdſbire, and Part of Glouceſter 
ſhire, A orceſtenſpire, Salop, and Che- 
fire. It was bounded on the North 
by the Humber, which parted it from 
Northumbe: land, on the Weſt by the 
Severn, beyond which were the Br;- 
tons or Wah; on the South by the 
Thames which divided it from the, 
Kingdoms of Kent, Su//ex, and gf 
ſex ; on the Eaſt by the Kingdoms 
of Eex and Zaft-Angiia. It was 
founded by Cridæa in 585, and con- 
tinued till Egbert got Poſſeſſion of 
it, and conſequently of Zaf-Anglia. 
Penda, the fourth King of Aercia, 
was of a moſt reſtleſs Temper, and 
gave great Diſturbance to ſeveral 
Kings of Northumberland, as alſo to 
the Rigs of Meſſæ and Baſt-Anglins 
He lived and died a Pagan, but his 
2 Son 
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Son Peda, whom he made King of 
Leicefter, embraced Chriſtianity, and 
brought ſome Miſſionaries into Mer- 
cia, who preached” with good Suc- 
ceſs. Off was famous on ſeveral 
Accounts. He was not only Mo- 
narch or Chief, of the Heprarchy, 
as ſome one of the ſeven Kings al. 
ways was, but obtained ſeveral Vic- 
tories over the neighbouring Saxon 
Kings; as he who was Monarch 
nerally was ambitious of encreafing 

is Power, and enlarging his Domi- 

nions, and even of bringing all the 
other Kingdoms under Subjection to 
himfelf, He alſo beat the Welh, 
and not only forced them to abandon 
their Conqueſts in Mercia, but Part 
of their own Country beyond the 
Severn, which Offa peopled with 
Engliſh; and to prevent them from 


defended by a large Ditch, in Length 
24 Miles, from the Mouth of the 
Dee, to the Place where the Ye 
falls into the Severn, which was 
called Ofz's Dyke. But this Glory 
was ſullied by the treacherous Mur- 
der of Erhelbert, King of Eaft-An- 
ples. To atone for which he got 
Alban the Britiſh Martyr canonized 
a Saint, built a Church and Monaſte- 
ry at Verulam, which now began to be 
called Sr. Alban 's, and was very libe- 
ral to the Prieſts and Monks, accord- 
ing to the Cuftom of atoning for the 
moſt flagitious Crimes in thoſe Days. 
Thus have given as clear and diſ- 
tinct an Account of theſe ſeven Saxon 
Kingdoms as was conſiſtent with m 
defigned Brevity, till they were ail 
reduced to one Monarchy by Egbert, 
King of the Ves. Saront, who is 
from this Time to be conſidered as 
King of all England. The Mer- 
cians, Faft- Angles, and Northumb;:i- 
ant, preſerved indeed a Shadow of 
Liberty, and were allowed to have 
their own Kings, but tributary to 
Egbert. I have ſhewn how the Pa- 
gan Saxons, after having extirpated 
Chriſtianity with the Britons, were 
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* — it, he threw up a Rampart, 
e 


doms into one 


themſelves converted to it; but the 
worſt of it was, they were taught with 
it, Obedience to the Pope, and-an 
unbounded Veneration for Monaſte- 


ries, of which vaſt Numbers were 


founded during this Period. And in 
favour of theſe Superſtitions a great 
many Miracles were pretended to be 
wrought, of which Bedi's Hiſtory 
is full, he being very credulous in 


ſuch Matters. The Heptarchy, if we 


reckon from the founding of Mercia, 
the laſt of the ſeven Kingdoms, laſt- 


ed 243 Years; from the Arrival of 
Hen if 378. The Cauſes of its 
Diffolution were, the great Inequa- 


lity amcugſt the ſeven Kingdoms; 
the Ambition of the Monarchs, who, 
as their Election was commonly pro- 
cured by Force, were always deſirous 
of carrying their Prerogatives, what- 
ever they were, beyond their juſt 
Bounds, and of extending their Do- 
minions, which occaſioned almoſt 
continual Wars between the ſeveral 
Kingdoms ; the inteſtine Diviſions 
amongſt themſelves, eſpecially in the 
la Tiagdoms of Mercia and Nor- 
thumberland, whoſe antient 'Race of 
Kings, as well as that of the other 
Kingdoms, except Weſſex, being ex- 
tint, the Grandees aſpiring to the 
Sovereignty exceedingly weakened 
the reſpective States; and laſtly, the 
ſuperior Genius of Egbert, his vaſt 
Abilities, had great Skill in Poli- 
ticks, which he acquired, or very 


much improved, during his twelve 


Years Abode in France at the Court 
of Charles the Great, whither he was 
forced to fly to avoid the treache- 
rous Deſigns of Brithrick, who was 
jealous of his growing Parts, and 
ſhining Qualities. Theſe joined to 


his natural Courage and Bravery, 


enabled him to execute his grand 
Deſign of uniting the ſeven King- 

Body under himſelf 
as their Head. Of this great Man 
and his Succeſſors, as Kings of £ng- 


land, 1 am now to ſpeak. 
0 EC BERT, 


ther; but they ſtanding their Ground, 
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'Eeo3rRT, the firſt King of England. 


became Monarch of England, 

by the Conqueſt of the other 
Kingdoms, in the Year 827 or 828, 
as has been already mentioned. Be- 
fore he began the Reduction of the 
Heptarchy, he ſubdued the Britons 
in Cornwall, and alſo thoſe of Ve- 
nedotia, which was one of the three 
Kingdoms Wales was then di- 
vided into. After he was crowned 
King of all England, he reigned in 
Peace for ſome Time, enjoying the 
Fruits of his Victories. But in the 


EN Weſſex, 


Year 833, the piratical Danes, who 


had before made two Deſcents on 
England, wiz. in 789, at Portland, 
and in $832, in the Iſle of Shepye in 
Kent, which they laid waſte, again 
arrived at Charmouth in Dor ſetſbire, 
with 35 Veſſels, and meeting with 
no Oppoſition, furiouſly ravaged 
the Country. Egbert, upon the 
News of this unexpected Attack, 
marched againſt them with what 


Forces he could haſtily draw toge · 


inſtead of repairing to their Ships, as 
Egbert thought they would havedone, 
ohor a long and bloody Battle, be- 
came victorious, and entirely routed 
the Engliſh Army, two Saxon Earls, 
Dudda and Oſmond, being ſlain, and 


Egbert himſelf narrowly eſcaped with - 


his Life by the favour of a dark 
Night. But the Danes having no 
De ign at this Time to make Con- 
queſts, after plundering the Country, 
which was what alone they came for, 
repaired to their Ships and returned 
home. | | 
Two Years after, viz. in 835, 
another Body of Danih Pirates — 5 
ed in Cornwall, and joining the 
Corniſh Britous, who were very de 


ſirous of throwing off the  Znglif 


Yoke, they began their March to 
give King Egbert Battle; but were 
greatly ſurprized, when they heard 


that he was marching towards them 


with the ſame Intent. His, former 


Diſaſter had made him more cau- 2 


tions, and fo he kept his Army to- 
gether: in order to march againſt 
C 3 them 
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them upon the firſt Notice of their 
Arrival. Accordingly coming up 
with them, he engaged them near 
Hengiſdun, now Heng fton- Hill, in 


for his former Defeat.” 1 
Me meet with but one remarkable 
Circumſtance more in Egbert's Reign, 
which is his ordering, by a publick 
Edict, that ſo much of Britain as 
was poſſeſſed by the Anglo- Saxons, 
and of which he was now the So- 
vereign, ſhould, for the future be 


called England. + But as there are 
Fufficient - Proofs, that this Name 


*had-been' before uſed, and very pro- 
bably by the Conſent of the.ſeven 
Kings, ſoon after the Eſtabliſhment 
of the Heptarchy; no more is to be 
underſtood, but that Egbert, after 
he became Maſter of - the Whole, 


by his Edict revived or confirmed 


the ſame. And indeed it 1s by no 
means' natural -to ſuppoſe, that this 
Name ſhould be introduced by Eg- 
bert, who was a Saxon, and the 
Provinces of whoſe Kingdom were 


Cornwall, and obtained a compleat 
Victory, which entirely made Amends 


more conſiderable Part than both the 


* the 
- finice the Anglet poſſeſſed a larger and 
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peopled by Saxons and Juies; but it 

is not at all ſtrange, that the Anolö- 

Saxons ſhould call the whole of their 
en = England, immediately aiter 
ounding of the ſeven Kingdoms, 


Saxons and Jule. 
© Egbert reigned in all 37 Years, 20 
Vears as King of Hex only, 
Years-as Monarch or Chief of the ſe- 
ven Kingdoms, and 10 Years as real 
Monarch or King of all Eygland. 
. He died in the Year $38 ; or accord- 
ing to ſome, in 836, or 837; and was 
buried at Vincheſter. His Character 
I have already mentioned. Ee was 
certainly a wiſe, politick and valiant 
Prince, and had all the Qualifications 
of a great and conſummate General. 
He left behind him but one Son, 
Ethelæuulph; thou gh doubtleſs he had 
had another, fince this was deſigned 
for Holy Orders. Some tell us he 
had alſo a Daughter, named Eagitb, 
commonly called Sz. Edith, who 
founded the Abbey of-Poll:feorth in 
Warwickſhire. 75 


ETHEL 


Thelwulph, Egbert's only ſurvi- 
ving Son, ſucceeded his Father 
in the Year 838. He was a mild, 
and good-natured Prince, exceeding- 
ly addicted to the Religion of thoſe 
Times, a Lover of Eaſe and Peace, 
and more inclined to a Cloyſter, than 
a Court or a Camp. But the Danes 
would not let him reſt Jong, and en- 
joy his beloved Indolence. He was 
but juſt ſeated on the Throne, when 
a Fleet of thoſe Pagan Ravagers ap- 
peared off of Southampton, and land- 
ing, committed great Devaſtations, 
Ethelwatph not inclined to go him- 
felf againſt them, ſent Vulford his 
General, who forced them to return 


to their Ships. But before his Army 


— 
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came back, he was informed that 
more Danes were landed at Port- 
land. He ſent Earl Ethelheim to 
command the Army againſt them, 
who was ſhamefully. defeated and 
put to flight; and Herbert, who ſuc- 


ceeded him as General, was not 


only beaten, but killed in the Battle. 


Upon this Succeſs, the Danes over- 
ran ſeveral Counties, and Canterbu- 


ry, Rocheſter and London were cruelly 
harraſſed by them. At laſt being 
ſatisfied with their Booty, they re- 
turned to their Ships. 

In the Year 840, another Body 
of Danes landed on the Coaſt of 
Weser. And now Ethelwulph, not- 


withſtanding his Averſion to War, 
c marched 
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marched againſt them in Perſon; but 
had the Mis fortune to be beaten, by 
which means the Enemy went off 
ſafe with their Plunder. | 
About this. Time the Nation of 
the Piat, ſo formidable heretofore 
to the Southern Pritons, were en- 
tirely extirpated by their Neighbours 
the Scots, after a long War betwcen 
them; ſo that henceforth nothing 
remained but the Memory of that 
wretched People, once ſo famous in 
Britain. 


Ethelwaulgh, wearied with the re- 
peated Incurſions of the Danes, and 


having a great Affection for his na- 
tural Son Athelſtan, delivered up to 
him Kent, Eher, and Sufſex, with 
the Title of King of Kent, content- 
ing himſelf with the Kingdom of 
Peſer, and the Sovereignty of all 


Ergland. 


The Factions that reigned in the 
tributary Kingdom of Northumberland 
gave the  Dazes great Advantage in 


thoſe Parts, where they made ſeveral. 
Deſcents, and carried off much 


Booty. And whilſt they were thus 
employed there, the Southern Pro- 
vinces had ſome Reſpite. 

But in the Year 8;1 they landed 
on the Coaſt of Veſſex, and after 
committing horrible Cruelties, they 
were met, as they were returning 
with their Spoils, by Earl Ceorle, 
then Z:helwalph's General, and to- 
tally routed. And a little after King 
Athelſtan equipped a Fleet, engaged 
the Danes near Sandwich, and took 
nine of their Ships. 
Notwithſtanding theſe Diſcourage- 
ments, the Spring following they 
came up the Thames, with zoo Ships, 
and landed near London. After plun- 
dering the Country and pillaging the 


Towns, particularly London, they 


marched into Mercia, and defeated 
the * which the tributary King 
Berthulph had brought againſt them: 
But having repaſſed the T Bhames in or- 
der to attack Erhelwaulph and Athel- 
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tau, who were encamped near Oey 
in Surrey, a bloody Battle was there 
fought, in which the Eagliſb gained 
the Day, and made ſuch a terrible 
Slaughter of the Danes, that but few 
eſcaped. After this Battle we hear 
no more of Athelftan, ſo that pro- 
bably he did not long ſurvive this 
ſignal Victory, which was not a lit- 
tle owing to his Valour. 

Ethelwalþh now reigned alone a- 
gain, tho” he had ſeveral legitimate 
Sons, capable of aflifting him in the 
Government. The Victory of Okely 
having delivered him from the Fears 
of the Danes, he now had Opportu- 
nity to indulge his natural Bent to 
Devotion, which was very much 
heightened by Swwithin, Biſhop of 
Wincheſter, who had always a great 
Aſcendant over him, eſpecially in 
Time of Peace; and by his Advice 
he is ſaid to have granted to the. 
Church the Tythes of all his Domi- 
nions. His Zeal for Religion alſo 
put him upon ſending his youngeſt 
don Alfred, for whom he had a great 
Affection, to Rome, for the Pope's 
Bleſſing, who is ſaid alſo to have 


. given him the Royal Unction, though 


probably it was only the Chri/m uſed 
at the Ceremony of Confirmation. 

Ethelwulph not ſatisfied with theſe 
Expreſſions of Devotion, about two 
Years after, wiz. in 855, paid a Vi- 
{it to the Pope in Perſon, to receive 
his Benediction. And here he cauſed 
the College of Ina and Ofa to be 
rebuilt in a more magnificent Man- 
ner, and extended the Tax of Peter- 
Pence all over his Dominions, till 
then levied only in VMeſex and Mer- 
cia. Having ſtayed a Year at Rome, 
he returned home thro? France, where 
he married Judith, Daughter of 
Charles the Bald, not above twelve 
Years of Age; which diſagreeable 
and unſeaſonable Match forwarded 
the Conſpiracy which was forming 
againſt him, 


S For 


For whilſt Erhelwnlph was at Rome, 
Akan, Biſhop of Sherborn, who was 
Sæuithin's Rival in influencing the 
King, but in a contrary Way, and 
who, whilſt the Iſland was troubled 
with the Danes, had often the Ad- 
vantage by prevailing with him, not- 
withſtanding his fluggiſh Temper, 
to act with ſome Vigour againſt 
them; but now in this Time of 
Peace was outdone by Sww7ithin, who 
tock Advantage of Zibelwulpb's na- 
tural Bias to a religious and contem- 
plative Life; Alan, I ſay, being pro- 
voked at this Loſs of his Credit with 
the King, drew Ezhelbald his eldeſt 
Son, who was naturally of an ill 
Temper, into a Conſpiracy to de- 
thine his Father and ſeize upon his 
Kingdom. Erhelbald eaſily gave in- 
to thig Deſign, being already diſ- 
> mop at his Father's not making 
im King of Kent, upon 4rhelftan's 
Death; and now the News of his 
Marriage ſpurred him on ſtil] more, 
and he gave out that his Father had 
forfeired the. Crown by giving his 
Wife the Title and Dignity of 2ueen; 
for upon Brithrici's being poiſoned 
by his Queen, the VWeſß- Saxon made 
a Law that no King's Wife for the 
future ſhould be dignified with that 
State and Title, on Pain of his Sub- 
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jects being, 1% facto, abſolved from 
their Allegiance. However, Ethel. 
ph, upon the News of this Con- 
ſpiracy, landed in England before 
Meaſures were taken to hinder him; 
and as the Parties were ſtrong on 
both Sides, all Things tended to a 
Civil War, had not the Prudence of 
ſome of the chief Men on both Par- 
ties, and the Mildneſs and good Na- 
ture of Eibelevulph prevented it. As 
it was, the Balance turned on E7hzl. 
bald's Side, and Ethelauulph was 
obliged to give up to him the King- 
dom of Meer, and to reſt contented 
with that of Kent for himſelf. | 
Ethelwulph lived but about two 
Years after this. He died in 857, 
after a Reign of 20 Years, and was 


buried at Vincheſter near his Father 


Egbert. A little before his Death, 
he diſpoſed of his Dominions by 
Will, to Erbelbert his ſecond Son, 
after him to Etbelred his third Son, 
and then to Alfred his youngeſt; 
who all in their Turns ſucceeded to 
the Crown. As to Ethelbald, his 
eldeft Son, he was already in Poſleſ- 


fion of n of Weſſex as 
: 


above related. Ethehwulph had alſo 
one Daughter, who was married to 
Buthred, the tributary King of 
Mercia. | ; 


ts Aa 


Thelbald had reigned two Years 
E as King of Ver during his 
Father's Life, and continued to poſ- 
ſeſs that Throne after his Deceaſe ; 
fo that E:helbert, at firſt, had only 
for his Share, Kent, Ex, and Su/- 
ſex, all together under the Name of 
the Kingdom of Kent, which was 
his Father's, after the- above-men- 
tioned Partition of his Dominions, 
Ethelbald reigned but about two Years 
aud a half after his Father's Death, 


rr tt dd 


Event happened, nor indeed through- 
out his whole Reign; nor was there 
any Action of his worthy recording. 
Hiſtorians all agree in giving him a 
very bad Character, as a licentious, 
debauched and luxurious Prince; and 
the Exgliſs Hiſtorians particularly 
charge him with the Crime of Inceſt, 
in marrying Zudith of France, his 
Father's Widow. Matthew of I et- 
minſter, indeed, ſays, that he was 
brought to a Senſe of his Fault, 


during which Time no remarkable þy §Switbin Biſhop of Org, 


amds SceaS ©  KL@@4 — «as ein. ak *« a 2 S — . wi ct — py r 


e XX a _w£<««. re 


Saxon MoNARCHS | 25 


and underwent a ſevere Penance for 


it; which very probably, if true, 


conſiſted in ſome Donations to the 
Monafteries, according to the Cuſ- 
tom of thoſe Times. But of Etbel- 
bald's Repentance, Aſer, a conſi- 
derable Writer, who lived in theſe 
Days, and is therefore much more 
to be depended: upon, ſays not a 
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Word. Ethelbald had the 
Fortune not to be moleſted by the 
Danes during his Reign, if that 
may be called ſo, which gave him 
the greater Liberty to follow his 
vicious Courſes. He died in 860, 
and was firſt buried at Sherborn- in 
Dorſerſpire, and afterwards removed 
to Saliſbury, 
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Thelbert, already in Poſſeſſion of 
the Kingdom of Kent, upon his 
Rrother's Death, ſucceeded to the 
whole Monarchy, according to E- 
thelwulph's Will. He was a Prince 
of a good Character, but his Reign 
was ſhort, and made very trouble- 
ſome by the Daniſh Incuxſions ; and 
what was worſe, as they had been 
quiet for a great while, and were al- 
moſt forgotten, Erhelbert had made 
no Preparations againſt them, and 
was not in a Condition to repel their 
Attacks, They renewed their In- 
vaſions immediately upon Etbelberi's 
Coronation, and penetrating as far 
as Wincheſter, reduced it to Aſhes. 
They would have done much more 
Miſchief, if the Earls @/-ic# and 
Ethelwulph, with ſome Troops they 
had drawn together, had not beat 
them back to their Ships. 
After this, another Band of theſe 


— —— 


thoug 


Ravagers landed in the % Wa- 
net, hare they wintered, in Be to 
begin their Incurſions in the Spring. 
Ethelbert offered them a Sum of 
Money to depart > noch which 
k they accepted, they perſidi- 
ouſly ruſhed into Kent, laying all 
waſte with Fire and Sword. E. 
thelbert upon this, finding nothing 
elſe would do, immediately ſet a- 
bout levying an Army to intercept 
them upon their Return to their 
Ships, which they being informed 
of, embarked fo faddenty with their 
Plunder, that there was no prevent- 
ing them. 25 
Etbelbert, after a Reign of about 
fix Years, died in 866, and was bu- 
ried at Sherborn. Tho? he left two 
Sons, Aabelm and Ethekward, they 
did not ſucceed him; his Brother 


2 


Eibelred mounting the Throne by 


Virtue of his Father's Will. 


— 


1 

N this Prince's Reign, the Danes 
became more terrible in England 
than ever they had been before. In- 
ſtead of coming and going, and con- 
tenting themſelves with their Plun- 
der, in getting which indeed they 
made diſmal Havock, and commit- 


ted the moſt horrid Cruelties, they 
woo. began to aim at ſettling them- 


E 

ſelves in the Iſland, and becoming 
Maſters of it. What chiefly gave 
Riſe to this was the following Cir- 
cumſtance. 

The Northumbrians dropping much 
of their old Heats and Animoſities, 
threw off the Veſix Yoke, and una- 
nimouſly placed  Ofbert on their 
Throne, This Union might in * 
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26 
have raiſed Northumberland to its 
antient Splendor, if Ofter? had not 
fhewn himſelf unworthy of the Dig- 


nity that was conferred on him, For 


' being ſmitten with the Beauty of Earl 
Bruern-Bocard's Lady, he in famouſſy 
took an Opportunity to force her to 
- his Will, when he could not by any 


foft Methods induce her to comply. 


Earl Bruern, who was Guardian of 
the Coaſts againſt the Incurſions of 
the Danes, was ſo inraged at this In- 


dignity, that he reſolved to ſtick at 
nothing to be revenged. Accord- 


ingly-he ſoon brought the Bernicians 
ia revolt, and to elect another King 
named Ella. And thus Northumber- 
land was again divided between two 
Kings and two Factions, the old 
Animoſities were revived, and a Ci- 
vil War enſued. :; Earl Bruern having 
but half gratified his Revenge, whilſt 
O/tert remained on the Throne of 
Deira, fatally reſolved: to apply for 
Aſſiſtance to the Dares. Accord- 
ingly he went over to Deumark, 
and repreſented to King Ivar (or 
Hinguar )\ how eafily he might 
make himſelf Maſter of Northum- 
berland, whilſt the Kingdom was 
weakened by is inteſtine Diviſions. 
Ivar, whoſe Father had been taken 
Priſoner in England and treache- 
rouſly murdered, readily came into 
the Deſign, as well to gratify his 
Revenge as his Ambition. The Sprin 

following he entered the Humber, wit 

a numerous Fleet, being conducted 
by Bruern, and attended by his Bro- 
ther Hubba. He marched directly 
to 7ork, where Ofdert was with his 
Army, who ſallying out upon the 
Danes, attacked them ſo vigorouſly, 
that they had much ado to ſtand the 
Shock. But recovering themſelves 
they preſſed the Northumbrians in 
their Turn, forced them to retire in 
Diſorder into the Town, and OHert 
was ſlain in the Retreat: An Ex- 
ample, what publick Miſchiefs may 
be occaſioned by even the private 
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Vices of Kings, and how an Injury 
done to one Subject may involve 4 
whole Kingdom in Ruin! 

Ella had agreed to join Forces 
with Oſter: for their common De. 
fence. But Ofbert was too haſty, 
and attacked the Danes before Ella 
could come up. Vet, notwithſtand- 
ing the late Defeat, he advanced in 
hopes of repairing the Loſs, and 
Ivar marched out to meet him : The 
Battle was as bloody as the former, 
and as fatal to the Eng/i/h ; for Ella 


was flain, and his Army entirely 


routed. The Field of Battle was 
called Elleſcraſti, i. e. Ella's Over- 
throw. ry BN 

Tuar now. took Poſſeſſion of all 
Northumberland, having no one to 
oppoſe him. And his Ambition be- 
ing 8 by his Succeſs, he 
marched into Mercia, plundering and 
ravaging as he went without any 
Mercy, But Buthred, King of Mer- 
cia, had Time to prepare himſelf, 
and had called Eshelred his Brother. 
in-Law to his Afiftance. Ivar was 
advanced as far as Nottingham, in 
hopes of coming upon Buthred una- 
wares; but when he was informed 
that Ethelred had joined him, he 
ſtopped ſhort, finding his Forces in- 


ferior to thoſe of the Engliſh. The 


two Armies faced one another for 
ſome Time, expecting to engage, 


but at laſt parted without coming to 


Blows, Buthrea having bought his 
Peace of the Danes with a Sum of 
Money, and the Fate of a Battle, 
which in all Probability would have 
been deciſive, being equally appre- 
hended by both Sides. | 

Ivar being thus diſappointed in 


his Deſign upon Mercia, leaving 


Hubba his Brother in Northumber- 
land, embarked with the Flower of 
his Troops, and made a Deſcent 
upon Eaft- Anglia, where Edmund 
was then King, who being more 
uſed to Devotion than Arms, was 


eaſily overcome, and forced to fare 


himſelf 
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He deſigned to 


himſelf by Flight. 
hide himſelf in a Church, but was 
diſeover'd and brought to Ivar, who 
offered to leave him in Poſſeſſion of 
Fafi-Anglia, if he would own him 
for his Sovereign; which Edmund. 


refuſing, the Conqueror ordered him 


to be tied to a Tree, and ſhot at with 
Arrows, and then to be beheaded. 


His Head being afterwards found, 


was buried with his Body at a Town 
in S felt, from him called Sr. EA- 
nund g- Bum; and a great many Mi- 
racles in theſe dark Times were ſaid 
to be wrought at his Tomb. 


Thus the Danes became Maſters 


of Northumberland and Eaft- Anglia, 
and reſolved to puſh their Conqueſts 
farther, hoping in the End to ſubdue 
all England, With this View [var 
now turned his Arms againſt W-/4x, 
and reſolved to attack Eihelred. He 
landed his 'Troops in that Country, 
and advanced as far as Reading; 
and- Ethelred foreſeeing his Deſign, 
marched that Way with his Army. 
A War hereupon enſued, and Zhel- 
red within the Space of one Year 
fought nine pitched Battles with the 
Danes, in ſome of which he was 
victorious, in others not, but in all 
gave ſignal Proofs of his Courzge 


and Conduct; but unkappily in the 


laſt, which was fought near Witting- 
ham, he received a mortal Wound, 
of which he died in 872, and in the 
fixth Year of his Reign. He lies 
buried at VMinburn in Dor/etfpire, with 


this Inſcription on his Tomb: In Hoc 


loco quieſcit corpus S. Ethelredi Regis 


Weſt Saxonum, Martyris, qui Anno 


Domini 872, 23? Aprilis per manus 
Danorum Paganorum occubuit. 


Thus fell Z:helred, tho? according 


to ſome, who call the Truth of this 
Inſcription in Queſtion, he died in 


the Plague. Be that as it will, he 
had the Misfortune at his Death to 
leave the Dauer in the Heart of his 


EKingdom, and likely to become Ma- 


ſters of the Whole, which gave ſuffi- 


cient Trouble to the brave Alfred, 
his Brother and Succeſſor: As £:hel- 
red was remarkable for his Valour, 


lie is ſaid to be more ſo from his Piety 
and Devotion. Hr tells us, that 
at the Battle of Ahdoaus in Beriſpire, 
in which he was at lait victorious, 
being at Prayers, he would not ſtir 


till the Service was over, tho' the 


Fight was begun, and the Danes had 
ſome Advantage. All give him the 
Character of a good Printe; and 
though he was not in a Condition to 
aſſiſt the Northumbrians againſt the 
Danes, he afterwards made a brave 
Stand againſt them. 

He left ſeveral Children, one of 
whom was Alfred, Great-Grand- Fa- 
ther of Ethelaverd the Hiſtorian ; 
but .none of them. came to the 
Crown, by reaſon of .Ethelwulph's 
Will, which fixed the Succeſſion on 
his Brother Aged. | 

During #:belred's Reign, the Danes, 


who made cruel Havock wherever 


they came, deſtroyed ſeveral famous 
Monaſteries, as thoſe of Croyland, 
Ely, Peterberouzh, or Med:fpamfted, 
and Coldingham ; of which laſt we 
have the following Story : 'That the 
Abbeſs, upon the Approach of the 
Danes, prevailed on the Nuns to cut 


off their Noſes and upper Lips; 


which Expedient ſecured their Ho- 
nour, as it was deſigned, but coſt 
them their Lives; for the Soldiers, 
contrary to their Expectation, be- 
holding ſuch monſtrous Viſages, ſet 
Fire to the Monaſtery, and burat 
them in it. | | 
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AL R ED the Great. 


LFRED, the youngeſt Son 

of Etbelwuulpb, ſucceeded his 
rother Erhelred in the Year 872. 
He was born at Wanating now Wan- 
zage in Beriſbire, which was then a 
Royal Manour. The former Part 
of his Reign was full of Troubles 
from his continual Wars with the 
Danes, and in the latter Part of it he 
enjoyed the utmoſt Peace and Tran- 
quillity. In both he diſcovered him- 
ſelf to be a Prince of a moſt excellent 
Character. His Juſtice and Equity, 
and Love to his Subjects, were as 
conſpicuous as his Bravery and Con- 
duct in War, He was patient and 
unſhaken in Adverſity, calm and mo- 
derate in Proſperity, and in both War 
and Peace ſhewed that he had the 


Happineſs and Welfare of his Peo- 


ple always at heart. So that, in what- 
ever Light we conſider him, he truly 
merited the Surname of Great. 
We have already ſeen what Pro- 
greſs the Danes made in their Con- 
veſts after their grand Invaſion un- 


er Ivar and Hubba, how they had 


- 
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ſubdued Northumberland and Eaſ. 
Anglia, and were in the Heart of 
Weſſex when Ethelred died; ſo that 
Alfred came to the Crown in very 
troubleſome Times. He had ſcarce 
been a Month on the Throne, when 
he was obliged to take the Field 
againſt theſe formidable Invaders, 
who were advanced as far as Wil- 


ton. Here he engaged them, and 


though victory ſeemed at firſt to in- 
cline to his Side, yet he was forced 


in the End to leave the Danes Ma- 


ſters of the Field. However, he 


made ſuch Haſte to put his Army into 


a Condition to attack them a ſecond 
Time, that they thought fit to ſue 
for Peace, and offered to quit his 
Dominions, provided he would mo- 
leſt them in no other Part of Eng- 
land, which in the preſent Exigency 
he readily conſented to. : 
The Danes accordingly marching 


out of Veſex, turned their Arms a- 
gainſt Mercia. Buthred bought them 
off twice more with a Sum of Mo- 
ney, but they, notwithſtanding, re. 


turn 


_ 


E00. 
art of 
> that 
ve 

"Eat, 
when 
Field 
aders, 
; Wil- 
, and 
to in- 
forced 


Ma- 


r, he 
into 
r. 
o ſue 
it his 
d mo- 
Eng- 
gency 


ching 
ms a- 


them 


Mo- 
„ e- 
7 


arned 


tarned again, and forced him at laſt 
to quit his Dominions, (upon which 
he retired to Rome, where he ended 
his Days,) they became Maſters of 
that ſpacious * as they had 
before poſſeſſed themſelves of Nor- 
— and Caſ- Anglia. And 
tho they looked upon Weſſex with 
a greedy Eye, which contained now 
the other four Kingdoms, yet as 
they knew A/fred would diſpute every 
Inch of Ground with them, they 
were fain to wait for a more favour- 
able Opportunity, and ſo entered 
into an Alliance with him, and fell 
to manuring the Lands they had poſ- 
ſeſſed — of, and which they 
had ſo terribly laid waſte. Thus 
the Engliſh and Danes ſhared Eng- 
land between them, and Peace ſeem- 
ed to be eſtabliſned. 

But this Calm did not laſt long. 
For in 875, a freſh Body of Dane 
arrived in Eaft- Anglia under their 
General Halfden : And theſe not 
looking upon themſelves as bound 
by the Treaty between A//red and 
the other Danes who were ſettled 
here, ſoon after invaded W}/e/ex, 
and took by Surprize the ſtron 
Caſtle of Farham in Dor/etſhire, —. 
would have penetrated farther into 


W:ſex, had not Alfred entered into a 


particular Treaty with Halfden, by 
which he ſolemnly ſwore never to 
enter his Kingdom again. No doubt 
it colt A/fred dear to bring him to 
this, but not expecting any new In- 
vaſion, he was not perhaps very well 
prepared againſt it, However, Half- 
den with his Danes broke this Oath 
almoſt as ſoon as they took it (which 
was a common Thing with theſe 
People) and advancing to Exeter, laid 
Siege to it, Upon this Alfred con- 
vened a General Aſſembly, and in a 
pathetick Speech exhorted them to 
vigorous Methods againſt their Ene- 
mies, as there was no other Way of 
dealing with them. The Reſult was, 
that an Army was levy'd, with which 
EN 
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Alfred engaged the Danes ſeven 
Times in one Campaign: But as 
Fortune was not always equally fa- 
vourable to him, he entered into a 
new Treaty with them, which they 
kept better than the former. 


And now, wiz. in 876, Rollo, the 


famous Daniſh or Normaz General, 
with a conſiderable Body of Forces, 
made an Attempt upon England; 
but finding Alfred in a Condition 
to receive him, he ſailed for the. 
Coaſt of France to ſeek his Fortune 
there, where he conquered chat Part 
of the- Country, fince called Nor- 


Andy. | * 
The wiſe Alfred, to prevent theſe 


frequent Invaſions, reſolved to ſit out 
a Fleet, in order to engage the Danes 
before they came to Land; which 
ſoon had a very good Effect: For the 
Eugliſo gave chaſe to fix Daniſß 
Ships, took one of the largeſt, and 
threw the Soldiers and Mariners 
over-board. And ſome Time after, 
the King's Fleet attacked a Fleet of 
120 Daniſh Tranſports, that were 
making to Shore to land their Men, 
and ſunk the greateſt Part of them. 
The following Year another Danifþ 
Fleet met with ſo violent a Storm, 
that almoſt all their Ships were de- 
ſtroyed, and thoſe that eſcaped pe- 
riſhing by the Storm fell into the 


Hands of the Engli/b. 


But now comes the grand Crifis 
of the Daniſh Affairs in England in 
King Alfred's Time. What with 
the Danes already ſettled here, and 
the Numbers of new Comers, there 
was not Room for them all in the 
three antient Kingdoms of the Hep- 
tarchy, they were already poſſeſſed 
of. Thoſe who were conſtantly 
coming over being uneaſy for Want 
of a Settlement, and thoſe who were 
already ſettled fearing their Country- 
men thro' Envy might endeavour to 
diſpoſſeſs them, they all agreed to 
invade W:/ex, in order to make 
themſelves Maſters of that _— 
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dom. This Defign was carried on ' 4{fred hearing of this Victory in F 
with ſuch Secrecy and Expedition, . the Place where he lay concealed P. 
that there was on a ſudden a more immediately ſent Word to his Friends. 01 
formidable Army of Danes than ever and deſired them to come and con. 2 
was known before, marching towards fult what was proper to be done. It 2 
WW:ſjex, before Alfred could put him was immediately agreed to draw to- N 
felt in a Poſture of Defence. They gether ſmall bodies of Troops in ſe- 4 
marched directly to Chippenham, in veral Parts of the Kingdom, who le 
Wiliſßbire, then one of the ſtrongeſt ſhould be ready to join one another th 
and beſt Cities in Veſex, and in a upon the leaſt Warning. And A h; 
few Days made themſelves Maſters fred himſelf, in order to gain an ex- D 
of it. This ſo diſmayed the Ve- act Knowledge of the Enemy's Poſ. pl 
Saxons, that they. fled ſeveral Ways, ture, diſguiſed himſelf, and taking a an 
and A4/fed was left alone with a few Harp in his Hand, as if he had got 

of his Domeſticks; which he diſ- his Living that Way, entered the fa 
miſting, in order the better to ſhift Daniſh Camp, ftayed there ſome 00 
for himſelf, was forced to betake Days, and informed himſelf of every ve 
Himſelf to a Neatherd's Cottage in Thing he wanted to know. This In 
the Je of Athelingey in Scmerſeiſbire, done, he returned to his Friends at of 
where he lay concealed near fix Athelingey, and fixed upon Sclæusad- D 
Months from both Friends and Ene- Foreſt in Somer/etfpire for the general WI 


mies, till Providence gave a ſudden Rendezvous. This Affair was ma. an 
and, ſurpriſing Turn to his Affairs. naged with ſuch Secrecy and Expe- no 
: Hubba, who commanded the Da- dition, that the King ſoon appeared ar 
250 Forces in the Abſence of his Bro- unexpectedly near the Danes, at the ju 
ther ſvar, who was returned to Den- Head of a. numerous Army, and C. 
mark, had entered Dewonſbire with falling upon them in the midſt of gu 
his Army. To avoid the firſt Shock their great Surprize and Conſterna- 10 
of their Fury, the Earl of Devon, tion, entirely routed them, and cut thi 
with a ſmall Number of brave Fel- almoſt their whole Army in Pieces. th 


lows, ſhut bimſelf up in Kinwirh- The ſew that eſcaped betook them- Mi 7 
Caſtle, which Hubba ſoon beſieged. ſelves to a Caſtle, but were {ſoon mi 
Here the Ear] repreſenting, to his forced to ſurrender, upon Condition Wi =! 
Men, that. they muſt eitter very either to turn Chriſtians, or to quit lar 
ſoon fall inta the mercileſs Hands the land, never more to return; D 
of the Danes, or boldly make them- and to give him Hoſtages for the mii 
ſelves a Paſſage through the Enemy's Performance of Articles. Thoſe that ſer 
Army with their Swords, the brave refuſed to be baptized were _— Re 
£ngli/h, without ſtanding to delibe- off, and the others had Lands ir 

race, ruſhed out Sword in Hand upon ZaH-Anglia aſſigned them. Among aft 
the Danes, and by their ſudden and the reſt, Gurbzrm, who fince the ſh; 
furious Attack put them in the great- Death of Halba commanded the Va. ant 
eſt Diſorder imaginable, and purſu- %% Army, and ſeveral of his chief ou 
ing their Advautage before the Ene- Officers were baptized; Alfred him. ant 
my could recover from their Sur- ſelf, as we are told, ſtanding God 2 
prize, totally diſperſed them with a father to Guthurm, naming him . Pe 
terrible Slaughter, Hubba himſelf be- 2he/fan, and inveſting him with tit | 
ing ſlain, and his famous Standard, Title of Xing of Faft-Angiia. 
called Reafan, or the Raven, in which Thus the brave Alfred, from the W 
the Danis ſuperſtitiouſly put great loweſt Depth of Adverfity, was MM 
Confidence, being taken. 2 ſudden, by a wonderful Charge 0! WI * 
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Fortune, - advanced to the higheſt 
Pitch of Glory and Power. He not 
only regained his Kingdom of #e/- 
ſx, but the Sovereignty of all Exg- 
land, the- Danes WhO were ſettled in 
Northumberland, Mercia and Eaft- 


Anglia, ſubmitting and {wearing Al- 


Jegiance to him. And even the Weiß, 
that is, thoſe. of Seuth-Wales, who 
had been. terribly harraſſed by the 
Dares, and ſtill feared the fame Fate, 
put themſelves under his Protection, 
and became his Tributaries. £ 

However, this calm State of Af- 
fairs did not yet remain without ſome 
conſiderable Interruptions. For ſe- 
veral other Bands of Danes made 
Incurſions, and harraſſed ſeveral Parts 
of the Country after this; and the 
Dante who were ſettled here, not- 
withſtanding their Oath of Allegi- 
ance, ſometimes joined them. I ſhall 
not enter upon the Particulars, which 
are but confuledly related. Let it 
ſuffice to ſay, that Alfred by his 
Courage and wiſe Management, in 
guarding the Coaſts with his Fleet, 
torcing London out of the Hands of 
the Danes, and fortifying the reſt of 
the Kingdom with Caſtles and walled 
Towns, at laſt got rid of his Ene- 
mies, or kept them quiet, effectu- 
ally diſcouraged any new ones from 
landing, — paſſed the reſt of his 
Days in Peace. To conclude his 
military Character, I ſhall only ob- 
ſerve, that from the Beginning of his 
Reign, to the Time that Peace was 
eſtabliſhed, he is ſaid to have fought 
fifty-ſix Battles with the Danes. I 
ſhall now conſider him in his civil 


and moral Capacity, as a wiſe, pi- 


ous, juſt and good King; which will 
appear from his whole Conduct and 
excellent Regulations in. Time of 
Peace, 

As the Laws were very much neg- 
lected, and almoſt forgot, during the 
Wars, his firſt Care was to revive 
them: For which Purpoſe he made 


a Collection of the beſt he could 


find from thoſe of Ina and Offa, as 
alſo thoſe of Ezhelbert, the firſt 
Chriſtian King of Kent, who was 
the firſt that reduced the Saxon Laws 
into Writing; to which he added 
many of his own ayreeable to the 
Circumſtances of the Times. Theſe 
Laws were milder than thoſe of la- 
ter Ages, but then Alfred took Care 
that they ſhould be ſtrictly executed; 
and if they were ſometimes relaxed 
with regard to private Perſons, he 
was always ſevere againſt corrupt 
Magiſtrates; 'tis ſaid that in one 
Year he cauſed four- and- forty Judges 
to be executed for perverting Juſtice. 
And to prevent all Injuſtice for the 
future as far as poſſible, he ordered 
that twelve Men ſhould determine in 
all criminal Caſes, and that the 
Judges ſhould paſs Sentence accord- 
ing to their Verdict. So that *tis to 
him we owe the firſt Inſtitution of 
Juries, a glorious Privilege, which 
we have the Happineſs of enjoying 
to this Day ! 

The better to preſerve Order and 
Regularity, to diſcover and puniſh 
Criminals, and protect the Innocent, 
be divided all England into Shires or 
Counties, the Counties into Hundreds, 
and the Hundreds into Tythings ; and 
every Inhabitant of the Kingdom 
was obliged to belong to ſome Tyth- 
ing, Otherwiſe to be deemed a Vaga- 
bond and an Ont-law, and to be 
treated accordingly. The Effect of 
this wiſe Regulation was; that as every 
Houſholder was made reſponſible for 
his Family, the Tything was anſwer- 
able for the Honſholder, the Hun- 
dred for the ſeveral Tythings, and 
the Countics for the Hundreds. By. 
theſe Means ſuch Quiet, Security and 
good Order were introduced, as Eng- 
land had never known before. | 

I ſhall but juſt mention ſome other 
Things which A4/7ed did for the 
Good of his Subjects. He revived 
the Saxon Witteragerior or A ſſembly 
of Wiſe Men, which met generally 

once 


. 


once a Vear, and was the Original 
of our Parliaments. He regulated 
the Militia, the better to prevent 
any future Incurſions of the Danes; 
for which End alſo he kept a nume- 
rous Fleet always in Readineſs to 
put to Sea. He introduced Trade 
and Commerce, and cauſed many 
Trading Ships to be built, which he 
let out to the chief Merchants. He 
mightily encouraged and promoted 


Arts and Sciences, invited over learn- 


ed Men from foreign Countries, and 
gave them Penſions to inſtruct and 
cultivate his Subjects, was himſelf a 

reat Student, and made a conſidera- 
ble Progreſs in Learning: He tranſ- 


lated ſeveral Books, among the reſt, 


Bouthius de Conſolatione, with which 
Book he was ſo delighted, that he 
always carried it in his Boſom. As 
a further Inſtance of his great Re- 
ard for the Arts and Sciences, he is 
Pg to have founded the Univerſity 
of Oxford, ſince fo famous through- 
out all Europe: Though whether the 
three or four Schools or Colleges which 
Alfred founded were the firſt Origi- 
nal of that Univerſity, remains a 
Matter of ſome Doubt. Foannes 
Scotus, well known in the Repub» 
lick of Letters, was one of his firſt 
Profeſſors. He had a great Regard 
for the City of London, took a Pride 
in beautifying and adorning it, and 
greatly augmented its Privileges. 
He was a charitable and pious, 
as well as a learned Prince, and ſo 
well hauſbanded his Time as ſcarce 
to let a Moment paſs unimproved. 
He appropriated a conſiderable Part 
of his Revenue to charitable Uſes, 
He divided his Time into three 
Parts, allotting eight Hours every 
Pay to Acts of Devotion, (which is 
ſai _ 2 — our had 
made in the % of Athelingey) eight 
Hours to 1 — oa and — 
other eight to his Studies, Sleep and 
other neceſſary Refreſhments. As 
there were then no Clocks nor Hour. 


chefter. 
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Glaſſes in Eugland, he meaſured hi 
Time by Wax-Candles, marked with 
circular Lines to diſtinguiſh the 
Hours; and to preſerve them from 
the Wind (as Glaſs was then a great 
Rarity here) 'tis ſaid he ordered 
ſome ſine white Horn to be ſcraped 
till it became tranſparent, and put 
into wooden Frames, and incloſed 
the Candles therein. And fo Lane. 
horns were the Invention of a King! 
I ſhall ſum up Alfred's Charatter 
in the Words of a great Man, to 
this Effect :O Alfred, the Wonder 
« and Aſtoniſhment of all Ages! If 
© we reflect on the devout Part of 
4 him, he ſeems to have lived al. 
« ways in a Cleyſter: If on his Con- 
* duct and Exploits in War, one 
“ would think he had ſpent his 
«© Days in the Camp: If on his 
« Studies and Writings, one would 
% conclude the Univer/ity had en- 
« groſſed him: And laſtly, if we 
“ confider his Skill and Prudence 
« in the Adminiſtration of Govern- 
„ ment, he ſeems to have made 
% Law and Politicks his whole Stu- 
« dy.” In ſhort, if we view hin 
every Way, he was truly an extra- 
ordinary Perſon, and a glorious Pat- 
tern for all Princes. 
He died in the. Year goo, the 52d 
of his Age, and 29th of his Reign, 
and was buried at Vincbeſter. His 
eldeſt Son Zanund, whom he de- 
ſigned for his Succeſſor, died before 
him : Edward ſucceeded him ; and 
Etbelavard was bred a Scholar at 
Oxford, and wag a very learned Man, 
He had alſo ſeveral Daughters. EI. 


fleda the eldeſt, who was married to 


Ethelred, Earl of Mercia, became fa- 
mous in her Brother's Reign: 4. 
ſewitha was married to Baldwin, Earl 
of Flanders; and Ethelgitba was Ab- 
beſs of Shafifbury Nunnery, found- 
ed by her Father, who alſo built 
two Monaſteries, one at A:helingy 
or Athelney, and another at Vi- 
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| EDWARD the Elder. 


HE greateſt Part of this King's 

| Reign was a Scene of Troubles 
and Commotions, but he had the 
d Fortune to extricate himſelf 
out of them all, and eſtabliſhed him- 
ſelf on the Throne as firmly and as 
oloriouſly as his Father had done be- 
Fire him. The Danes, who had 


been quiet all the latter Part of A. 


edis Reign, began, ſoon after his 
Death, to meditate a Revolt from 
his Son, and to entertain Thoughts 
of freeing themſelves from the Eee. 
liſh Yoke, And wat tended to 
forward their Deſigns, was King Ed- 
award*'s Couſin Ktihelward's ſetting 
up for the Crown. He was Son to 
Alfred's elder Brother Ethelbert, and 
being now come of Age was for diſ- 
puting the Juſtice of Erbekwulph's 
Will, or however pretended, . that 
after the Death of the four Brothers, 
there was no Reaſon the Succeſſion 
ſhould continue in the Family of the 
youngeſt. But meeting with no En- 
couragement from the Engliſh who 


remembering the Happineſs they en- 
joyed under Alfred, were firmly at- 


tached to his Son, he applied him- 
ſelf to the Danes. He began with 
ſeizing upon Winburn in Dor/etfhire, 
and there endeavoured to fortify him- 
ſelf, ſwearing he would either con- 
quer or die; but King Edaward came 
upon him ſo ſuddenly, that with 
much Difficulty he ſtole out of the 
Town by Night, and fled to the 
Danes, who were then up in Arms. 
Upon his coming among them, they 
immediately proclaimed him King 
of England, pretending, as they were 
poſſeſſed of half the Kingdom, they 
had as much Right to make a King 


as the Ves. Saxon: 


Edward, and made him reſolve to 
uſe all his Efforts to put an End to 


 evard, and baniſh 


the War, before the Dazes mould 


have Opportunity of ſending over 
for more of their Countrymen. He 
marched directly towards Northum- 
berland at the Head of his Army, 
which daily increaſed; and the Danes 
ſurprized at his Expedition, and not 
able to reſiſt him, were forced to a- 
bandon their new-made King Fibel. 
him out of their 
Country. King Edward did not 
chaſtiſe them any further at preſent, 
but contented himſelf with repairing 
ſome Fortreſſes in Mercia, in order to 
keep them within narrower Bounds. 

Elfleda, King Edward's Siſter, and 
her Huſband Ethelred, Earl of Mer- 


cia, were of great Service to him at 


this Time, by keeping tha Mercian 
Danes in Awe, and hindering the 
Welſb from coming to their Aſſi ſtance. 
*Tis ſaid of E/feda, that having had 


a very painful Labour with her firſt 


Child, a Daughter, who ſurvived 
her, ſhe made a Reſolution, and kept 


it, never to be in the like Caſe a- 
gain. 


And from that Time ſhe de- 
voted herſelf wholly to Arms, and 
gave ſignal Proofs of her Valour 1 

all her Brother's Wars. 

 E:helward upon his being force 

to leave the Country went over to 
France, and in a ſhort Time returned 
with a powerful Body of Normans, 
landed them in Z/ex, and ſoon made 
himſelf Maſter of that Province. 


This encouraged the Danes of Nor- 


thumberlard and Eaft- Anglia to take 


up Arms again in his Favour, who 


invading Mercia, made terrible Ha- 
vock in that Part of it which was 
inhabited by the-Engliþ. King Ed- 
wwardmnot ſuſpecting theſe new, Trou- 


. | bles, had diſperſed his Troops; but 
Theſe Proceedings alarmed King 


as ſoon as he had got them together, 
he marched them apainft the Danes, 
and made them pay dear for what 


34 
they had done. He obtained ſo ma- 
ny Victories in this War, that the 
Danes at laſt deſpaired of ever being 
able to ſhake off the Engliſo Yoke. 
_ Ethelward was ſlain in Battle in the 
Year 90, in which Battle (which 
was very obſtinate and bloody on 
both Sides) King Edward loſt many 
of his Nobles, and the Danes their 
King Folrick ; and tho' they con- 
tinued the War two Years after, yet 
they were conſtrained at laſt to ſue 
for Peace, which they obtained on 
Condition they would own Edvard 
as their Sovereign, and the Normans 
ſhould return to Fran ct. 
However, three Years after, vix. 
in 910, the War broke out again, 
and Edward ſoon beat the Danes in 
two Engagements, took from them 
ſeveral Towns in Mercia, and at laſt 
nite expelled them out of that 
Kingdom. About this Time Erhel- 
red Earl of Mercia died, and the 
valiant Elfeda his Wife having for- 
tified the chief Places in Mercia, to 
prevent the Danes ever ſettling there 
again, carried her Arms into Wales, 
and compelled the Inhabitants to be- 
come her Tributaries. She lived 
not long after this; but died 
Tanmirorth in the Year 9 ix. 
The War which broke out afreſh 
between the Engliſb and Danes in 
10, laſted with ſome Intervals of 
eſpite twelve Vears, in which Time 
a great Number of Battles were 
fought, and the Danes continually loſt 
Ground, till Edward obliged them 
to lay down their Arms, and ac- 
knowledge him once more as their 


at 


1 4 a FY >» a TN "5" 


Saxon Monancns. 


Sovereign, After the Peace waz 
concluded with the Danes, A. D. 
922, Edward marched againſt the 
Welh, who after Elfleda's Death en- 
deavoured to free themſelves from 
the Tribute ſhe had impoſed on 
them. He obtained a ſignal Vie- 
tory, and compelled the Velſb King 
Rees ap Madoc to ſue for Peace, pro- 
miſing to pay the Tribute for the 
future. The Cumberland Briton, 
likewiſe ſubmitted to award; and, 
as ſome ſay, the —_ of Scotland did 
Homage to him for his Kingdom. 
Thus the valiant and victorious 
King Edward, having ſubdued all 


his Enemies, and raiſed himſelf to 


the Summit of Power and Reputa- 
tion, was reigning gloriouſly in 
Peace, when Death put a Period to 
his Days in the 25th Year of his 
Reign, Anno 925, So that he enjoyed 
the Fruits of his Victories but for a 
ſhort Time. He died at Farringts: 
in Berk/hire, and was interred at Vin- 
chefter near his great Predeceſſor and 
Father, the famous King Alfred. 

He had by his Concubine Zg<vira, 
and two Wives, fix Sons and nine 
Daughters. Three of his Sons were 
ſucceſſively Kings of England; and 
of his Daughters, ſome were marri- 
ed to powerful Princes, and others 
became Nuns. 

The Univerſity of Cambridge, ac- 
cording to ſome, was founded by 
King Edward, A. D. 915. But there 
are various Opinions about the Ori- 
gin of this famons Univerſity, ſome 
making it much older, and others of 
a much later Date. 
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A Thelftan was the Son of King 
Edward by his Concubine Eg- 

Sina; but the legitimate Children 
being under Age, he was advanced 

tao the Throne with the Conſent of 


the Clergy and Nobility, being then 
in his zoth Year. His good Quali- 
ties, ſolid Parts, and princely Edu- 
cation; made amends for the Defect 
of his Birth. His Grandfather &. 
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fred had 2 gent Aﬀution for him, 
and conferre 

Knighthood, by girding nim with 
a Sword, as the Cuſtom then was. 
The Care of his Education was com- 
mitted by his Father to Etbelred and 
Elfreda, of whom I have already 


made mention; and by being pre- 


ſent at all their Councils, and ac- 
companying them in all their mili- 
tary Expeditions, he had acquired 
great Skill both in War and Poli- 


"ticks ; and ſo was a Prince exceed- 


ingly fit to govern, as afterwards ap- 
eared through the whole Courſe of 
his Reign. 
However, ſome of the Nobles, 
diſliking Aubelſtan's Election, en- 
tered into a Plot to dethrone him, 
and make Edwen, Edward”s eldeſt 
legitimate Son, King in his Room : 
But the Plot was diſcovered, and 4/- 
fred, the chief of the Conſpirators, 
apprehended. He denied his having 
any Hand in it, and perſiſting in 
— his Innocence, offered to 
purge imſelf by Oath before the 
ope. Athelfan ſent him to Rome, 
and there as ſoon as he had taken 
the Oath, it is ſaid, that he fell into 
a fainting.Fit, which held him three 
Days, and then he died. Hibelſtan 
confiſcated his Eſtate, and gave 1t to 
Malmſbury Monaſtery. 
On this Plot hangs a Story, re- 
lated by Malmſbury, though he diſbe- 


lieves it, and owns it is founded only 


on ſome. old Ballads, It is this: 
That Prince Edavin being accuſed 
by the King's Cup-bearer of having 
been concerned in the Conſpiracy, 
Atbelſtan thinking it not adviſable 
to put him to Death publickly, or- 
dered him to be put on board a Veſ- 
ſel without Sails or Rudder, and 
expoſed to the Metcy of the Waves. 
Edwin proteſted his Innocence, and 
finding the King his Brother inexo- 
rable, leap'd over-board and was 
drowned. Athelftan ſoon repented 
of what he had done, and to atone 


on him the Honour of 


| 35 
for his Crime, founded the Abbey of 
Middleton in Darſetfhire, now called 
Melton- Abbey, where he ordered 
Prayers to be ſaid Night and Day 
for bimſelf, and for his Brother's 
Soul. The falſe Accuſer did not go 
long unpuniſhed. For one Day wait- 
ing at the King's Table, one of bis 
Feet happening to ſlip, he would 
have fallen, if he had not recovered 
himſelf with the other. Upon which 
he merrily ſaid, See how one Brother 
helps another : Which the King over- 
hearing, and N it as a Reproach 
or Banter on him for his Treatment 
of his Brother, ordered him imme- 
diately to be executed. 

The Danes had been quiet for 
ſome Time; but the Death of King 
Edward, and the Conſpiracy of A- 
fred, encouraged them again to take 
Meaſures for a Revolt. Athe/fan be- 
ing informed of this, marched with 
his Army immediately towards Nor- 
thumberland, and the Danes being 
ſurprized at his ſudden Arrival on 
their Frontiers, returned to their Al- 
legiance. He not only pardoned 
their King S:thrick, but gave him 
his Siſter Editha in Marriage, on 
Condition he would receive Baptiſm. 
And ſo having ſettled Matters in the 
North, he returned to VMeſex; but 
Sithrict dying ſoon after, and leavin 
behind him two Sons, Arlaff an 
Geodfrid, Athelflan marched again in- 
to Northumberland, and with fuch 


Expedition, that thoſe two Princes, 


as well as Reginald, another Daniſb 


King, had ſcarce Time to eſcape. 


By their haſty Flight, he had an 
Opportunity of making himſelf Ma- 
ſter of all Northumberland, except 
the Caſtle of Yor. | 5 
Anlaſf fled fitſt into Ireland, and 
ſoon after went over to Scotland, 
and prevailed on Conſtantine Kin 
of Scotland to join his Forces with 
his, in order to drive Atbelſtan out 
of Northumberland, In the mean 


Time, whilſt they were concerting 
D 2 Meaſures, 
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Uleaſures, and Anlaff was gone back 


to Ireland to get ready the Troops 
he had engaged to furniſh, Atbelſtan 
| e to Wehr, ſuſpecting 
nothing of the Matter; and ſoon 
after found himſelf involved in a 
War with Howe! King of Wales, 
which was contrived by Conflantine, 
to keep A:helfan employed, whilſt 
he and Arlaf ſhould invade Mor- 
thumberland. But he was diſappoint- 
ed in his Aim; for Atbhelſtan giving 
Howel Battle, entirely defeated him; 
and then marching into Scorland to 
chaſtiſe Conſtantine for aſſiſting the 
Wl, he took ſome of their Towns; 
but Conſtantine, to gain Time till 
Anlaff with the Iriſh ſhould join 
him, ſued for Peace, which Arhe/fan 
granted, being defirous, if poſſible, 
to make him his Friend, and —_— 
reſtored to him all the Places he ha 
taken, returned to W:/ex. | 
' Nevertheleſs Conſtantine proceed- 
ed in his Deſigns againſt Athelſtan, 
and Anlaff made all the Haſte he 
could to join him, having perfuaded 
the /r:4b, Welſh, and Northumbrian 
Danes to enter into the Confederacy, 
They carried on Matters ſo ſecretly, 
that Anlaſf entered the Humber with 
a very confiderable Fleet, and in- 
vaded Northumberland, before Athel- 
Aan knew any thing of the Deſign, 
But he was even with them, for as 
ſoon as ever he was informed of this 
Invaſion, he uſed ſuch Expedition, 
that he came upon the Confederates 
before they were aware, It was not 
long before the two Armies engaged 
at Brunanburgh, and after a bloody 
Battle Athelſtan came off victorious. 
The Scorch King, fix Iriſb and Welſß 
Kings, and twelve Earls and Ge- 
netaf Officers were ſlain. This Vic- 
tory was chiefly owing to Turketul, 
Athelftar's Couſin, afterwards Abbot 
'of Croyland. | 
A little before this famous Battle 
was fought, Aulaff diſguiſed himſelf 
like a Harper, as King 4/fred had 
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done before him, and went into the 
Engliſb Camp to obſerve the Poſture 
of the Enemy. A Soldier, however, 
happened to know him, but let him 
depart undiſcovered; and as ſoon as 
he judged him ſafe, acquainted Atbel. 
an with the Affair, and adviſed him 
to remove his Tent, believing the 
Daniſh Prince had a Deſign againſt 
that Quarter. The Reaſon why he 
did not diſcover the Secret ſooner, 
he told the King, was, becauſe 4: 
had formerly given his Military Oath 
to Anlaff, and therefore could not re. 
ſolde to betray bim. Athelftan ad- 
mitted of his Excuſe, and took his 
Advice about the Removal of his 
Tent; which it was well he did: 
For the very next Night, Anlaß, 
with a Body of choſen Men, at- 
tacked the Exgliþ Camp, and ruſhed 
to the very Place where he had ob- 
ſerved. the King's Tent: And a Bi- 
ſhop, who had accidentally pitched 
his there, was ſlain. | 
After the Battle of Brunanburgh, 
King Athe/ftan extended his Con- 
que s into Scotland; and chaſtiſed 
the Welſb for joining in the League 
againſt him, by augmenting their 
Tribute to 20 Pounds Weight of 
Gold, 3oo of Silver, and 25,000 
Head of Cattle, and confining them 
beyond the Me. He kept a ſtricter 
Hand over the Northumbrian Danes, 
and having ſettled the Affairs in the 
North, marched” againſt the Corniſh 
Britons, took Exeter, repaired and 
fortified it, and pent thoſe Britons 
up beyond the Tamar. 
As Athelftlan was a good Friend to 
the Monaſteries, the Monks relate 
a great many Miracles in his Fa- 
vour, as they never fail to do con- 
cerning their Benefactors. They tell 
us, that at the Word of St. Jobn of 
Beverly, he ftruck his Sword three 
Yards deep into a ſolid Rock, with 
as much eaſe as if it had been fo 
much Butter. They fay alſo, that 


having loſt his Sword at the * 
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of Brunanburgh, another fell from 
Heaven, and ſheathed itſelf in his 
Scabbard. But enough of theſe 
Tales. Tis certain however, that 
Atbelſfan, if we ſtrip his Hiſtory of 
all the Embelliſhments of Miracles, 
was a great and wiſe Prince, that he 
was dreaded by his Neighbours, be- 
loved by his Subjects, and reſpected 
by the greateſt Princes in Zurope, 
from whom he received many conſi- 
derable Preſents: And the noble 
Matches he made for his Siſters were 
a further Proof of his great Reputa- 
tion in the World, Though he was 
chiefly engaged in military Affairs, 
yet he was not negligent of civil Con- 
cerns, He made Juſtice to flouriſh 
throughout his Dominions, and ad- 
ded many excellent Laws to thoſe of 
King Alfred. He cauſed the Scrip- 
tures to be tranſlated into the Saæon 
Tongue, and took particular Care to 


have it well done, employing the 
moſt learned Men in the Kingdom 
for that Purpoſe. 

He died without Iſſue in 941, be- 
ing the 16th Vear of his Reign, three 
Years after the Victory at Brunau- 
Burgh, and was buried at Malmſbury. 

The romantick Story of 'Guy Earl 
of Warwick relates to this Reign. 
The Story is this: That when Cole- 
brand, a huge Daniſb Giant, had de- 
fy'd all the Engliſb, and Athelfan 
was at a great Loſs for a Champion 
to fight him, this Gy returned in 
the Nick of Time from the Holy 
Land, in the Habit of a Pilgrim; 
and being known to none hut the 
King, accepted the Challenge, and 
fought and killed Coltbrand, near 
Wincheſter ; upon which the Danes 
yielded, and Guy retired to a Hermit's 
Cell, where he ended his Days. 


—— 


DMUND was now the eldeſt 
of Edward the Elder's legiti- 
mate Sons, and was about 18. Years 
old when he came to the Crown. 
He too was a Prince of a good Cha- 
rater, was beloved of his Subjects, 
and ſtudied their Happineſs ; and in 
this Reſpect, as well as in his mili- 
tary Actions and Succeſſes, his Reign, 
in Proportion to the Length of it, 
was much like his Brother Athel- 
Fo 
No ſooner had Edmund begun his 
Reign, but the reſtleſs Danes pre- 
pared for a Revolt; and Aula, who 
had fled to Ireland after his late De- 
feat, endeavoured toregain the King- 
dom of Northumberland, Accord- 
ingly being furniſhed with Troops 
by Olaus King of Norway, he once 
more entered Northumberland, and 
coming before York, the Gates were 
open'd to him; which Example' was 


-? : 
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followed by moſt of the other Towns, 
After he had thus recovered Vor- 
thumberland, he marched into Mer- 
cia, and by the Aſſiſtance of his 
Countrymen got Poſſeſſion of ſeveral 
Places which Edward had taken 
from them. . . LS 
King Edzurd, though ſo young, 
not intimidated at the Enemy's Pro- 
greſs, drew his Forces together, and 
march'd reſolutely towards the North: 
And Azlaff hearing that Edmund was 
advancing to pris, © Battle, drew 
towards Bo with the ſame Do 
The two Armies engaged near Che/+ 
ter, but with doubtful Succeſs, and 
were repairing to renew the Fight 
by the next Morning ; but the Arch- 
biſhops of Canterbury and York, who 
were in the twa Armies, labour'd fa 
hard for a Peace, that a Treaty was 
concluded by Break of Day, by 
which Edmund delivered up to the 
9 1 Danes 
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Danes all the Country North of 
Watling-ftreet, which divided Eng- 
land almoſt into two equal Parts, 
running from North-Wales to the 
Sea on the South of Kent. King 
Edmund did not at all like this Trea- 
ty, but was forced to comply by his 
Nobles that were in the Army: 
However, an Affair ſoon happened 
which ended much more to his Sa- 
tis faction. e 
Anlaß had laid heavy Taxes on 
his People, in order to pay off the 
Debt he had contracted with the 
King of Noravay for the Forces he 


had lent him. This made his Sub- 
jects ſo uneaſy, that the Deirans ſoon 


revolted and ſet up Reginald, Au- 


la Couſin, for their King. Ead- 


mund taking Advantage of the Quar- 
rel between the two . marched 
at the Head of bis Army towards 
the North. He contented himſelf at 


this Time with makinoPeace between 


them, and obliging both Anlaff and 


Reginald to ſwear Allegiance to him, 


and be baptiſed. 

Eamund was hardly returned to 
W://:x, when the two ungrateful 
Kings with one Conſent took up 
Arms in order to ſhake off the Eng- 
E/> Yoke, and in this Cauſe were 
likewiſe embarked the Mercian Danes 
and the King of Cumberland, As 
ſoon as Edmund had Intelligence of 
theſe Proceedings, he marched into 
Mercia, and took Leiceſter, Stafford, 
Darby, Nottingham, and ſome other 
Towns from the Danes, before the 
Northam&rians could join them; and 
then advancing with the utmoſt Ex- 
pedition into Northumberland, put 
the Danes there in ſo terrible a Con- 
ſternation, that the two Kings, who 
had not yet drawn their Forces to- 
gether, made the heſt of their Way, 
and fed out of the Iſland. The 


Danes upon this threw down their 
Arms, and ſwore Allegiance to Ed- 
mund. This done, he marched into 
Cumberland, and having ſoon ſubdued 
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that little Kingdom, he gave it to 
the King of Scotland, to fix him the 
more firmly to his Intereſt, He re. 
ſerv'd indeed the Sovereignty of it 
to himſelf, and obliged the Scotch 
King to do him Homage for it, and 
to appear at the Exgliſb Court, if 
ſummoned, on all ſolemn Feſtivals. 
King Edmund having thus ſubdued 
his Enemies, and made himſelf fa- 
mous for his Valour and great Suc. 
ceſſes, both at home and abroad, 
would doubtleſs have rendered his 
People happy in Peace, if he had 
not been ſuddenly taken off by a vio- 
lent Death, juſt as he was beginning 
to enjoy the Fruits of his Vidories, 
As he was celebrating the Feſtival 
of the Converſion of the Saxoxs at 
Pucklekirk in Gloucefterſhire, one Leolf 
a notorious Robber, who had been 
baniſhed for his Crimes, impudently 
came and ſeated himſelf in the Hall 
where the King was at Dinner. Ed. 
mund provoked at his Inſolence, or- 
dered him to be ſeized ; but obſerv- 
ing he was drawing his Dagger to 
defend himſelf, the King ſtarted up 
in a great Rage, and taking hold of 
him 5 the Hair, dragged him out 
of the Hall: And whilſt he was 
wholly engaged in venting his Pai- 
fion, the infamous Leolf ſtabb'd him 
to the Heart with his Dagger, fo that 
he fell dead on the Spot, in the 
8th Year of his Reign, 4. D. 948, 
leaving behind him two Sons, £4- 
wy, and Edgar, by Elgiva his Wife. 
He was buried at Glaftenbury, where 
Dunſtan was then Abbot. 

Some of this King's Laws are ſtill 
in being, which ſhew how much he 
regarded the Good of his Subjects. 
Among the reſt he ordered, that in 
Gangs of Robbers, the oldeſt of 
them ſhould be hanged : Which was 
the firſt Law in England that pu- 
niſhed Robbery with Death, the Pu- 
niſhment before being only pecu- 
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HE Danes, ever uneaſy under 
the Exgliſ Yoke, tho' quell'd 
in ſereral preceding Reigns, yet com- 
monly upon the Acceſſion of a new 
King, endeavoured, by raiſing freſh 
Troubles, to aſſert their Indepen- 
dency, thinking to make great Ad- 
vantage of a Minority or a diſputed 
Title, or hoping the new Monarch 
might not prove equal to his Pre- 
deceſſors in Courage and Conduct. 
Thus at the Beginning of Eared's 
Reign, they thought they had an- 
other Opportunity of trying their 
Strength, as the King was ydung, 
and they hoped unexperienced, and 
might be confounded by any ſudden 
Attack, which he little expected. 
This therefore they reſolved upon, 
and the better to effect their Deſigns, 
they gained over to their Side Mal- 
colm King of Scotland. But the 
Danes were again greatly diſappoint- 
ed, for Eared being informed of 


their Deſigns, was got into the 


Heart of Nor:humberland, before the 
Enemy was prepared to reſiſt him. 
They had therefore no other Way 
left, but to ſue for Peace on any 
Terms. Eqdred having fined or pu- 
niſned ſome of the chief Authors of 
the Revolt, marched towards Scot- 
land in order to chaſtiſe Malcolm. 


But he hearing what had paſſed in 


Northumberland, ſtrack up a Peace 
with Zared, and paid him the ſtipu- 


| lated Homage. 


But the Danes cou'd not yet be 
quiet; for ſoon after Edred was re- 
turned to Veſex, they revolted a- 
gain, and called home Arlaf, who 
made ſuch a Progreſs, that it was al- 
moſt impoſſible to have reſiſted him, 
if he had not treated his Subjects in 
ſo tyrannical a Manner, that it oc- 


caſioned a ſtrong Party to be formed 


againſt him: So that he was once 


more obliged to retire to Treland. 
and one Eric was made King in his 
Room. But many of the Nortbum- 
brians ſtill adhering to Anlaf,, their 
Country was divided into two Fac- 
tions, who aimed at each ather's De- 
ſtruction. This gave Eared ſuch an 
Advantage, as ended in the entire 
Reduction of- Northumberland, For 
he marched at the Head of his Ar- 
my with all Expedition into the 
North, whilſt all Things were in 
Confuſion, made a terrible Slaughter 
among the Rebels, and laid waſte 
the Country for ſeveral Miles : Eric, 
upon his Approach, fled into Scat- 
land, and the Northumbrians had no- 
thing to do but to caſt themſelves 
upon Edred's Mercy, which they did 
with ſuch ſolemn Oaths and Pro- 
teſtations of future Fidelity, that he 
being of a generous Diſpoſition, was 
moved with Compaſſion towards 
them, and replaced Eric on the 
Throne, only impoſing a Tribute 
on him, and making him ſwear Al- 
legiance to him. Bur the treache- 
rous and perfidious Danes, notwith- 
ſtanding this Act of Clemency in 
the King, laid an Ambuſh for him 
in the Way, as he was returning in 
a . careleſs Manner towards 9 
and fell ſuddenly on his Rear, which 
put them in ſo great a Diſorder, 
that if it had not 1 for the Cou- 
rage, Reſolution and good Conduct 


of the King, his Army had been all 


cut in Pieces. Exaſperated to the 
laſt Degree at their Treachery, he 
marched back to Northumberland, re- 
ſolving to puniſh them without Mer- 
cy. His Return threw them into 
ſuch a Panick, that in the moſt 
humble and abject Manner they im- 
plored his Pardon, on what Terms 
he ſhould be pleaſed to impoſe ; and 
being conſcious that he had Reaſon 

D 4 tc 


40- 
to queſtion their Sincerity, to con- 
vince him of it, renounced their Al- 
legiance to Eric, and put Amac, An- 
. daff's. Son, to Death, as the chief 
Authors of their late perfidious Be- 


. pacified : Nevertheleſs he garrifoned 
all their Towns with Engl; Sol- 
diers, diveſted Northumberland of its 
Royalty; and reduced it to a Pro- 
vince, making Earl O/ulf, an Erg- 
Iman, the firſt Governour. 

Edred now abſolute Lord of all 
England, governed his Kingdom in 
>erfe& Tranquillity, and turned his 


n he was implicitly directed by Dun- 
Lan, Abbot of Glaftenbury, who had 


him. He made him his Treaſurer, 
by his Advice he rebuilt Claſfenbury 
Church and Monaſtery, gave all man- 
ner of Indulgence to the Monks, ad- 
mitting them into the Church Liy- 
ings, and ſometimes humbled him- 
ſelf ſo low as even to receive Diſ- 
cipline by ſcourging at Dunſtan's 
Hands. The Monks in their Turn 
were not ungrateful to Durfan for 


haviour. By theſe Means Eared was 


Thoughts wholly to Religion, where- 


in every Thing the Aſcendant over 
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his good Offices; they equalled jr 
not preferred him to the Saints of 
the firſt Rank, and even to the 
Apoſtles; proclaimed every where 
that Miracles were wrought in his Fa. 
vour, and that he was often honour- 
ed with divine Revelations: And if 
Eared had lived much longer, Dunftan 
and the Monks would in all Proba- 
bility have carried all before them. 
Beſides Glaſtenbury, this King alſo 
rebuilt Croyland and Abington Mona- 
ſteries, which laſt was founded by Ina. 

Zared died in the tenth Year of 
his Reign, and was buried at Win. 
cheſter; though ſome ſay he reigned 
but ſeven Years, and died in : 
He was the youngeſt Son of Edward 
the Elder, and left two Sons, who 
did not ſucceed him; but Eawy, Son 
to Edmund, his elder Brother, was af- 
ter him-placed on the Throne. 

In one of Eared's Charters, if they 
are genuine, he ſtiles himſelf Monarch 
of Albion, and in another King of 
Great-Britain; as Edgar did after 
him. But this Title was diſuſed by 
their Succeſſors, till the Reign of 
James I, © 


— m4 | — — 
=, E D 
| ＋ HIS Prince was but 14 Years 
old when he came to the 
Crown, and was ſo remarkably hand- 
ſome that he obtained the Surname 
of Parcalus, or The Fair. His Cha- 
racter is very differently repreſented. 
The Monks make him a very vici- 
ous and wicked Prince ; but little 
Credit is to be given to what they 
write: For as all were Saints, who 
were Friends to them, who built 
and endowed Monaſteries, or be- 
ſtowed large Donations upon them; 
ſo all were Devils in their Account, 


who were their Enemies, or oppoſed 
any of their exorbitant Incroach- 
74 8 4 


. 
ments. This was the Caſe of poor 
Edwy, and therefore the Monks 
thought they could not blacken him 
too much. They ſay, that on the 
very Day of his Coronation, he 
withdrew from his Nobles to the 
Apartment of his Miſtreſs, Who was 
Wife to one of his Courtiers, and 
that Dunſtan alone had the Courage 
to go and reprimand him, and with 
much Diftculty brought him away. 
And ſome, to put the Matter in a 
yet worſe Light, ſay that he kept 
the Mother, as well as the Daugh- 
ter, whoſe Name was Elgiva, and 
that he was between them ay «x 
| ed, 


a 
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Bed, when Dunſtan went to fetch 
him. But we need only give one 


Inſtance of the Spirit of the Monks, # 


to ſhew how little they are to be be- 
lieved. They ſay, that Zdwy's Soul, 
after his Death, was dragged to Hell 
by a Legion of Devils, one of whom 


was ſent to Dunſtan to acquaint him 


with the good News; who inſtead 
of rejoicing at it, prayed ſo earneſtly 
for his Soul, that God ſnatched it 
from the Devils, and tranſlated it to 


Paradiſe. Whatever there may be 


in the Story of Zdwwy's Amours, *tis 
plain, he might have had Miſtreſſes 
without all this Noiſe, if he had 
been a Friend to the Monks; for 
his Brother Edgar was much more 
guilty this Way, and yet they were 
not at all diſpleaſed with him. How- 
ever it be, Edæuy found to his Coſt, 
what it was to have ſuch Enemies as 
the Monks, as will appear by what 
follows, 


He was no ſooner on the Throne, 


than he commanded Dunſtan to give 


an Account of the Money the late 


King had intruſted him with. Dun- 
fan refuſed to obey, alledging the 
Money had been expended for pus 
Les. The King's Council were not 
for puſhing this Aﬀair any farther, 
for fear of the People, who had a 
high Notion of Dunſtan's Sanctity, 
and an extravagant Veneration for 
the Monks and their Religious Houſes, 
ſo that they branded every one who 
ſpoke againſt them as impious and 
profane. However, to mortify the 
Abbor, the Monks were turned out 
of the Benefices they had invaded, 
and the Secular Prieſts reſtored. Upon 
this a hideous Clamour was raiſed, 
as if Religion was never in ſo great 
Danger, and the Monks vented the 
moſt bitter Invectives imaginable. 
Thoſe of Malmſbury made the great- 
eſt Outcry of all, and were there- 
fore turned out of their Monaſtery, 
which was given to ' the Secular 


Pri. William of Malmſbury, who 


was of this Houſe, ſays, that after 
it had been in the Poſſeſſion of Monks 
for 270 Years, it vas made a Stable 
of Clerks. Dunflan, who was ſup- 
poſed to be the chief Author of 


tacſe Clamours, was baniſhed, or, as 


ſome ſay, voluntarily retired to a, 


Monaſtery in Flanders. | 
And now the Monks with all their 
Might cried down the Government 
of the young King, and repreſented 
him as the moſt impious of Men, 
This ſoon occaſion'd an Inſurrection 
in Mercia, and Edgar the King's 


Brother headed the Revolters, and 


having ſecured that Part of the 
Country, he marched into Norihum- 
berland and Eaft- Anglia, where the 
Danes, always glad of any Diſtur- 
bance among the Engliſh, readily 
joined him. Eduy was unprepared 
to quell this Rebellion, not imagin- 
ing it was in the Power of the Monks 
to do ſo much Miſchief, and know- 
ing that, neither the People nor his 
Brother had any juſt Cauſe of Com- 
5 And ſo the Event was, that 

e could only keep Wefex, which 
preſerved its Fidelity to him, and 
was forced to deliver up all the reſt, 
of which Edgar was at length cho- 
ſen the Head, with the Title of 
King of Mercia. Edu did not long 
ſurvive this Partition: For bein 
vexed at his being deprived of > 
great a Part of his Dominions, and 
that the Monks had thus got the 
better of him, he fell into a deep 
Melancholy, which put an End to 
his Life, after he had reigned a little 
above four Years. He was buried 
at Wincheſter. Notwithſtanding the 
Calumnies and malicious Miſrepre- 
ſentations of the Monks, there are 
other Hiſtorians who give him a 
$906 Character, ſaying, the Nation 

ouriſhed under .his Government, 
and ſeeming to lament his living no 
longer, particularly Huntingdon, who 
was no Party in the Quarrel. 


EDGAR. 
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DGA, the other Son of Ed. 


mund, was King of one Part 


of England, as has been already 


mentioned, before his Brother C/ 
died, and after his Death he ſuc- 
ceeded to the Whole. This was in 
959, when he was no more than 
16 Years old. His Reign was one 
continued Calm, without any Wars 
or Commotions, whence he had the 


- Surname of Peaceable. This unin- 


terrupted Peace was chiefly owing to 
his vaſt Preparations both by Sea 


and Land, ſo that none dared to at- 


tack him. He always kept a large 


ſtanding Army in the North to awe 


the Danes, and had a prodigious Fleet 
at Sea, diſtributed in all the Ports, 
and cruiſing continually round the 
Iſland. By theſe Means he kept all 
> ron at home, and prevented any 

nvaſion from abroad ; and without 
ftriking a Stroke, obliged the Kings 
of Wales, Ireland, and the Iſle of 


Man, to acknowledge him for their 


Sovereign, And *tis even ſaid that 
keeping his Court at Chefter, and 
having a Mind to viſit the Monafte- 
ry of St. Fohn Baptiſt, he was row'd 
down the River Dee by eight Kings, 
his Vaſſals, he himſelf fitting at the 
Helm. There was another Circum- 
ſtance alſo which tended to keep 
Things quiet during all Fagar's 
Reign ; and that was his being the 


| . Patron and Protector of the 


onks: For as the common People 
were generally very ſuperſtitiouſſy 
devoted to their Intereſt, the Party 
that ſided with the Monks was by far 
the ſtrongeſt, and *twas too much in 
their Power to preſerve Peace, or 
create Diſturbances and raiſe Rebel- 
lions, juſt as they had a Mind. 
Eagar's Character is variouſly re- 
reſented by Hiſtorians. The Monk- 
iſh Writers are extravagant in ſetting 
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forth his Praiſes, and no wonder, 
conſidering how much he did for 
their Order. He recalled Dunstan 
from Baniſhment, made him Biſho 
of Vorceſter, and afterwards Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury; and gave him- 
ſelf up entirely to his Direction. By 
his Advice he made Oſwald Biſho 
of Worcefter, after Dunſtan's Tranf- 
lation to Canterbury, and Ethelwcld 
Biſhop of Winchefler : Theſe were 
Monks, and faſt Friends to Dunſtan; 
and theſe three Prelates, by holding 
together, entirely governed the 
Church during Edgar's Reign. The 
Conſequence of this was, that the 
Secular Prieſts were expelled the Mo- 
naſteries, and the Regulars put in 
their Room: Theſe latter were alſo 
again pur in Poſſeſſion of the Eccle- 
fiaſtical Benefices, and the Seculars 
ejeted. The- Secular Clergy were 
indeed very corrupt in their Morals, 
but the chief Offence was their mar- 
rying. Beſides theſe Favours, which 
Edgar with a high Hand conferred 
on the Monks, Fe 1s ſaid to have 
founded forty Monaſteries, and to 
have repaired and beautified many 
more; and was ſo very liberal in his 
Donations, that *twas ſcarce poſſible 
for him to do more for the Monks 
than he did. No wonder then, if 
he was honoured with the Title of 
Saint after his Death. 
Others make Edgar a very wicked 
Man, and repreſent him as one of 
the vileſt of Princes. But the moſt 


_ candid and impartial Writers ſay, 


there was a great Mixture of good 
and bad Qualities in him, and that 
if we confider him only in his poli- 
tical Capacity, he was truly a great 
King. Some of his Actions which 
merit Praiſe I ſhall here ſet down. 
He contrived a good Expedient i0 
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were then very numerous, and made 
terrible Havock among the Flocks 
and Herds. Inſtead of the Tribute 
of Gold, Silver, and Cattle paid 
him by the Yelp, he ordered them, 
in. 961, to bring him every Year 
zoo Wolves Heads; and publiſhed 
throughout England a general Par- 
don to all Criminals, on Condition 
they brought him by ſuch a Time a 
certain Number of Wolves Tongues, 
in Proportion to their ſeveral Crimes. 
In Conſequence of this, the Wolves 
were ſo hunted and deſtroyed, that 
by three Years End there was not 
one left in the Country. He more- 
over took Care to free the- Nation 
from a Sort of Creatures worſe than 
Wolves, I mean corrupt and unjuſt 
Judges and Magiſtrates. To this 
End he every Year took a Progreſs 
through ſome Part of his Dominions, 
to hear the Complaints of his Sub. 
jets againſt theſe pernicious Ver- 
min; and made a Law that every 
judge convicted of having given an 
unjuſt Sentence, ſhould be fined, if 
he did it ignorantly ; but if know- 
ingly, ſhould be diſmiſſed from his 
Othce for ever. 

If we conſider ſome Actions of 
another Kind, ſuch as a bloody Exe- 
cution, done by his Order in the 
Iſle of Thanet, upon a very flight 
Occaſion, and his criminal Amours, 
we may judge that the Monks, who 
have been ſo laviſh in his Praiſes, 
would have given him no better 
Quarter than they did his Brother 
Edwy, if he had not been fo faſt a 
Friend to them. His firſt Miſtreſs 
was a Nun, whom he took by Force 
out of a Convent, by whom he had 
a Daughter, His ſecond Miſtreſs, 
whom ſome call his Wife, was £Z1- 
fleda the Fair, by whom he had 
Prince Edzvard, who ſucceeded him. 
His third Miſtreſs was put upon him 
inſtead of another whom he deſired : 
For accidentally lodging in a Lord's 
Houſe near 4:d,ver, he fell ſo paſ- 


ſionately in Love with his Daughter 
at firſt Sight, that he ordered her to 
be brought to his Bed without trou- 
bling himſelf to gain her Conſent. 
The Mother hereupon artfully pre- 
vailed upon one of her Waiting- 
Women to go to the King's Bed in- 
ſtead of def Daughiter, In the Morn- 


ing when the Cheat was diſcovered,” 


he was at firſt very much provoked; 
but reflecting more ſeriouſly on the 
Diſhonour he deſigned his Hoſt, and 
liking the Girl, he forgave the 
Trick, and kept her as his Miſtreſs 
nll he married. 8 

I ſhall conclude with the Story 
of Eagar's Marriage. Hearing that 
Ordgar Earl of Devonſpire had a 
Daughter named E/frida, eſteemed 
the greateſt Beauty in England, he 
was reſolved to make her his Wife, 
if ſhe anſwered the Deſcription, and 
ſent Earl Ehelxwold his Favourite to 
bring him an Account. He went 
to the Earl of Dewoz's, and u 
ſeeing the young Lady, fell ſo deſpe- 
rately in Love with her, that quite 
* his Maſter, he demanded 
and obtained her for himſelf, and 
was privately married to her. At 
his Return to Court, he miſrepre- 
ſented her to the King, telling him 
there was nothing extraordinary in 
her, and that the common Report 
of her Beauty was falſe. This had 
ſuch Weight with the King, that he 
quite laid aſide his Deſign of mar- 
rying her. Etbelwold perceiving the 
King quite cool on the Matter, one 
Day repreſented to him, that though 
Elfrida was not fit for a King, yet 
ſhe was ſo great a Fortune, that it 
would be the Making of any Subje& 
to marry ber, and ſo got the King's 
Leave to make her his Wife; upon 
which he returned and ſolemnized 
his Marriage publickly. Edgar how- 
ever at length ſuſpected ſome Trea- 
chery, which Suſpicion was con- 
firmed by her Huſband's keeping 
her at his Country Seat, and never 


bringing 


44 
bringing her to Court: And Ezhel- 
evold did not want Enemies, who 
told the King the whole Truth. 
Upon this he reſolved to ſee her 
himſelf, and going into thoſe Parts 
where Ethelauold kept her, upon 
me Pretence or other, when he 
was near the Place, he told him he 
had a Mind to ſee his Wife. Ehel. 
wald was quite confounded at this, 
but could not prevent it. As ſoon 
as the King ſaw her, he found how 
he had been impoſed upon ; he was 

aite enamoured with her Beauty,and 


reſolved to be revenged on the perſi- 


— 
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dious Earl. Soon after Erbe 
was found murdered in a Wood 
and ſome ſay the King took him 
there under Pretence of Hunting, 
and killed him with his own Hands, 


However that be, no Inquiry was 


made after the Murderers, and d. 
gar ſhortly after was married to E 
Frida, by . whom he left one Son, 
Ethelred, who ſucceeded his Brother 
Edward. 

Edgar reigned about 16 Years af. 
ter Edæuy's Death. He died in 955, 
the 32d Year of his Age; and was 
buried at Glaftenbury. 


. a 
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Ebwan p the Younger, or the Mariyr. 


joyed by Means of his govern- 
ing by the Monks, laſted no longer 
than his Reign. Many of the No- 
bles and great Men were all along 
uneaſy at the King's unbounded Par- 
tiality in their Fayour, and the Eyes 
of many more began to be opened, 
and to behold with Impatience the 
Pawer of the Monks, and the great 
Wealth that was heaped upon them: 
And they thought they had now an 
Opportunity, upon Eagar's Deceaſe, 
to check their Incroachments, and 
reduce them to their primitive State. 
Flfer, Duke of Mercia, ſtruck the 
firſt Stroke, by turning the Monks 
out of all the Benefices in his Pro- 
vince, and reſtoring the Secular 
Priefts ; and ſome other Lords fol- 
lowed his Example in other Places. 
But the Duke of E2/f-Anglia, and 
ſeveral other great Men, were firmly 
attached to Dunſtan and his Party. 
The Nobles were even upon the 


* Security which Zdgar en- 


Point of coming to Blows in their 


Conteſts about the Monks, and the 
reach ſtill grew wider when they 
came to debate about the Succeſſion 
to the Crown. The Monks and 
their Party were for Edward, Ed- 


gar's eldeſt Son, now about 14 Years 
old ; and the oppoſite Party, pre- 


. tending Edward's Mother was never 


lawfully married to Fagar, were for 
Etbelred, who was about eight Years 
of Age, and whoſe Mother £!frida 
was living. The true Reaſon was, 
that he was under her Government, 
and they knew ſhe was no Friend ta 
the Monks. . | 

In the mean Time, Dunſtan fear- 
ing to be out- voted, taking Advan- 
tage of the Favour of the People, 
who had an high Opinion of his 
Sanctity, riſes on a Sudden, and leads 
Prince Edward by the Hand towards 
the Church, followed by the other 
Biſhops and a great Crowd ; and 
being come there, anoints him King. 


The Nobles murmured at this, but 


ſeeing he had the People to back 
him, were forced to acquieſcte. 
Dunſtan immediately aſſumed the 
Regency, and laboured all he could 
to keep the Monks in the Benefices; 
but met with great Oppoſition, and 
perhaps all his Endeavours would 
have failed, if by Means of pre- 
tended Miracles he had not made 
the People believe that Heaven ap- 
peared in his Favopr. Heco 
evcra 
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feyeral Councils on this Affair, and 
in all of them the Monks were in 
Danger of loſing their Cauſe ; but a 
Miracle ſet all to rights again. In 
one of tlieſe Councils a Crucifix ut- 
tered aloud theſe Words, It ſhar't be 
fo, it ſhan't be ſo + Tou have judged 
avell hitherto, and it would be wrong 
10 change. But the People being 
told, that all this was Artifice, and 
that a Man was placed behind the 
Wall, who through a Trunk ſpoke 


theſe Words; another Council was 


convened at Calne in Wil:fhire, where 
again it was like to go againſt the 
Monks: But whilſt they were warm- 
ly debating on both Sides, the Floor 
of the Room where they ſate broke 
down, and killed ſome, and bruiſed 
others. Dunſtan alone remained ſafe 
in his Chair, which was placed on 
the only Beam that did not give 
Way. After this Accident the Monks 
were left unmoleſted in their Bene- 
fices: Though ſome will have it to 
be a vile Contrivance, ' becauſe the 
King, they ſay, was prevented by 
Dunſtan from being there, who uſed 
to be preſent at all ſuch Aſſemblies. 
King Edward, after he had reign- 
ed little more than three Years, came 


to a tragical End, in 979, after the - 


following Manner. As he was one 
Day returning from Hunting, and 
came near Corfe-Caftle, in the fe of 
Purbeck in Dorſetſhire, where his 
Step-Mother Elfrida and her Son 
Ethelred reſided, he rode off from 
his Company to give her a Viſit. 
Elfrida being informed the King was 
at the Gate, ran to receive him, and 
preſſed him to alight. As he only 


deſigned to pay his Reſpects to her 
as he paſfed by, he deſired only a 
Glaſs of Wine to drink her Health ; 
which being brought to him as he 
fate on his Horſe, the innocent King 
no ſooner lifted the G laſs to his Mouth, 
but a Villain, at the private Inſtiga- 
tion of the cruel Queen, ſtabbed bim 
in the Back with a Dagger. Some 
ſay he fell from his Horſe, and was 
inſtantly diſpatched by the ſame Ruf- 
fian : Others, that finding himſelF 
wounded, he ſet Spurs to his Horſe, 
and rode till he was out of Sight; 
but fainting through Loſs of Blood, 
he fell at laſt, and his Foot hanging 
in the Stirrup, he 'was dragged a 
great Way thro” Fields and Woods, 
till his Horſe ſtopped at a poor blind 
Woman's Door. His dead Body 
was afterwards found, and carried to 
Warham, and from thence removed 
to Shafre/bury Monaſtery, where many 
Miracles were ſaid to be wrought 
at his Tomb, as was commonly the 
Caſe with thoſe who were in the 
good Graces of the Monks; on 
which Account alone it muſt be that 
King Edward was honoured with 
the Title not only of Saint but 


Martyr. 


Elfrida, to atone for her Crime, 
built a Nunnery at Ambrefbury in 
Wiltſhire, and another at J/horwell 
near Andover ; in which laſt ſhe ſhut 
herſelf up to do Penance as long as 
ſhe lived, and is often ſaid to have 
covered herſelf all over with little 
Craſſes, to keep off the Devil, whom 
ſhe had Reaſon enough to be a- 
fraid of, * ve MY 


Y 


— 
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188 Prince being now the 
only one that was left of the 
Royal Family, Dunſtan could not 
refuſe to crown him, how much ſo- 


RED I. 

ever he was againſt it; though at 
the fame T ime, if we may believe 
ſome Writers, he foretold the Calami- 


ties che Nation would be expoſed to 
during 
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during his Reign. He was now a- 
bout 12 Years old, and the People 
flattered themſelves they ſhould be 
very happy under his Government : 
But they ſoon found themſelves diſ- 
appointed ; for perhaps no Reign 
was ever fuller of Troubles from the 
Beginning to the End of it, than 
that of Ethelred's, who ſhew'd him- 
ſelf throughout to be an exceeding 
weak, impolitick, cowardly, and ex- 
*treamly avaritious Prince, If he had 
been of another Temper, the Miſe- 
ries of England might probably have 
been prevented, or at leaſt would 
not have got to ſo terrible a Head, 
as it will appear they did. 
The Kingdom had been diſturbed 
by no Invaſion from the Danes for 
50 or 60 Years, and thoſe who were 
ſettled here. had for a long Time 
lived quiet and peaceable, as if they 
had made but one People with the 
Engliſh. But ſoon after Ethelred's 
Acceſſion, the foreign Danes renewed 
their Attacks, and the others ſhewed 
themſelves but too ready to join 
them. 1 5 a 
In 981, the piratical Danes arriv'd 
at Southampton with ſeven Ships, plun- 
dered that Town, and the Country 
round, and then proceeded to ravage 
'Cornwall in the ſame Manner. The 
ſame Year another Band arrived at 
Portland, and committed the like 
Devaſtations. Several other Deſcents 
they made in different Parts of the 
Kingdom, with now and then a little 
Intermiſſion, for ten Vears together, 
and nothing was to be ſeen but Plun- 
derings, Conflagrations, Murders, 
and all the Miſery imaginable. 
During this Time the Credit and 
Intereſt of the Monks went down 
apace. The People began to won- 
der, that they who could do ſo many 
Miracles (as they pretended) on their 
own private Account, could not Wy 
their Merits and Prayers prevent the 
Calamities of the Nation. Erhelred 
ſhewed them no Mauner of Reſpect. 
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The three Biſhops, their Patrons, 
formerly mentioned, were taken of 
by Death; the chief of whom was 
Dunſtan, of whom ſo much has been 
ſaid, who died in 990. His Credit 
had been vaſtly ſunk, and *twa; 
thought his Regret at not having 
the ſame Deference paid him as for- 
merly, tended to ſhorten his Days. 
Theſe and other Circumſtances con- 
curring, particularly the People's 
Minds being taken up with the con- 
tinual Invaſions of the Danes, put 
an entire End to the Quarrel be- 
tween the Monks and the Secular 
Prieſts. 

After about two Vears Reſpite, in 
g91, the Danes renewed their Inva- 
ſions, a great Body of Troops land- 
ing at Gip/wich (now Ipfavich) in 
Suffolk, under two Daniſh Generals, 
Juſtin and Guibmund; who having 
defeated Brithneth, Duke of Kali- 
Anglia, who marched againſt them, 
penetrated farther into the Country, 
and made terrible Havock. Ethel. 
red being not in a Condition to op- 
poſe them, bought them off with 
10, ooo. In 993, another Fleet of 
Danes ſailed up the Humber, who 
landing on the North-Side, commit- 
ted terrible Ravages upon the Eng- 
Iiꝶ in thoſe Parts. Etzhelred ſent an 
Army againſt them, and impolitick- 
ly gave the Command of it to three 
Earls of Daniſhb Extraction, who upon 
Sight of the Enemy, whether thro' 
Treachery, or otherwiſe, ſhamefully 

turned their Backs, and fled. 
The next Year, Saweyn King of 
Denmark, and Olaus or Olaf King 
of Norway, invaded England. They 
came up the Thames, and after an 
unſucceſsful Attempt upon Londen, 
plundered Kent, Hampſhire, and Saſ- 
ſex. Ethelred, who had neither Con- 
duQ nor Courage, obliged himſelf to 
pay them 16,000/. on Condition 
they left the Kingdom. Upon this 
the two Kings returned home. Claus 
before his Departure, was baptized, 
OT in 
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and took an Oath never to moleſt 
England more, which he faithfully 
obſerved. But Saueyn returned about 
three Years after, entered the Severn, 
and landing, committed greater De- 
vaſtations than he had done before. 
He would have proceeded farther, 
if he had not been luckily called off 
to aſiſt Richard II. Duke of Vor- 
mandy againſt the King of France. 
But this was but a ſhort Reprieve for 
England : For in the Year 1001, the 
Danes returned again, ravaged Corn- 
wall, and took Exeter, got Poſſeſ- 
ſion of the, e of Wight, Hampſhire, 
and Dorſetſbire, and made continual 
Incurſions into the neighbouring 
Counties. The Engliþ Forces were 
conſtantly defeated, and the King 
was ſo terrified, that he durſt not be 
preſent at any of the Battles. In 
fine, ſeeing no other Way to get rid 
of his Enemies, he agreed to pay 
them zo, ooo J. which was levied by 
Way of Tax, and called Danegeld, 
and was the firſt Land-Tax in Eng- 
land, Upon this the Danes cea 

their Ravages, and moſt of them 
returned home; but as a great many 
of them, liking the Country, ſaid 
behind, and England was well ſtocked 
with them before, they began now 
to take upon themſelves and domi- 
neer over the Engliſb, who were per- 


petually in dread of new Invaſions. 


They lived in Eaſe and Pleaſure, 
hilt the poor Exgl;/þ were forced 
/to labour and toil to ſatisfy their 
* Demands. Hence they gave them 
the Name of Lord-Danes, and to this 
Day, in ſome Parts of England, a 
rich, idle, imperious Man is called 
in Derifion a Lurdare. | | 
 Ethelred having married Emma, 
Siſter to the Duke of Nirmandy, and 
depending upon his Aſſiſtance when- 
ever he ſhould have Occaſion, re- 
ſolred now upon an Expedient, which 
in the End compleated the Ruin of 
England. This was a general Maſ- 
lecree of the Danes. He privately 


tween the Engliſh and Danes. 


ſent Orders to all Parts of the King- 
dom for this Purpoſe, which were 
executed with ſuch Fury, that in one 
Day, vis. Nov. 13, 1002, all the 
Danes were ſlain with moſt horrid 
Cruelty. and Barbarity : Though 
ſome think, that by 4ʃ0l tbe Danes, 
are meant only thoſe lately ſettled in 
England, and diſperſed in Meſeæ and 
Mercia. The Cruelties exerciſed in 
this Maſſacree are too ſhocking to be 
related. Among many others, we 
are told, that the Daniſo Women 
were put in Holes in the, Ground as 
deep as their Waifts, and then had 
their Breaſts torn off by Maſtiff 
Dogs. King Sweyz's Siſter, who 
was a Chriſtian, and married to a 
noble Daze who had been ſettled 
ſome Time-in England, fell among 
the reſt. Ethelred was ſo cruel. as to 


have her beheaded, after he had 


ordered her Children to be killed be- 
fore her Face. She was a Lady of 
excellent Qualities, and had been 
an Inſtrument in making Peace be- 
The 
barbarous Treatment of this Princeſs 
was ſeverely revenged by her Bro- 
ther, as we ſhall ſoon ſee. | 
For Sweyn was no ſooner informed 
of this bloody Tragedy, and the cruel 
Murder of his Siſter, but he ſolemn- 
ly ſwore he would never reſt till he 
had revenged ſo monſtrous an Out- 
rage. He now therefore comes not 
for the ſake of Plunder, as before, 
but to deſtroy the whole Country 
with Fire and Sword, Having 
equipped a Fleet of 300 Sail, he 
landed in Cornwall with a powerful 
Army, marched to Exeter, and ha- 
ving put the Inhabitants to the Sword, 
reduced it to Aſhes. Ethelred, who 
was betrayed on all Hands, impru- 


dently gave the Command of his Ar- 


my to the Duke of Mercia, whom 
he had formerly baniſhed, and whoſe 
Son's Eyes he had ordered to be put 
out; and he in Revenge betrayed, it 
to the Danes as ſoon as he came in 


Sight 
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Sightof them. The following Spring 


Swweyn landed in Eaft- Anglia, and 
took and burnt N te and Thet- 


Ford. Soon after he engaged Ul/te- 


tel, Duke of Eaft- Anglia, the faith- 


_ fulleſt and braveſt of all Erhelred”s 


Subjects, and entirely defeated him, 
though with great Loſs on his own 
Side. 1 


England, which though a terrible Ca- 
lamity proved of ſome Advantage to 
the Engliſb; for it occaſioned Seweyr 


to return to Dermark for Want of 


neceſſary Subſiſtence. But as ſoon as 
it was over, another Danih Fleet 


arrived at Sandwich, and Ethel- 
red bought them off with another 


30,0007. Shortly after, the King 
married his Daughter to Faricꝶ Stre- 


en, whom he had lately made Duke 


of Mercia, who on all Occafions 
fhewed himſelf a Traytor ſold to the 
Danes. In 1008 Fthelred fitted out 
a noble Fleet, to ſecure the Kingdom 
from the Daniſh Invaſions : But it all 


came to nothing through a private 
Quarrel of the Admiral, and 


iſſen- 


fions among the Officers. The next 


Spring two Daniſb Fleets arrived in 


England, one under Twxrkil, another 
under Heming and Aula. Whilſt 
they were ravaging Kent, Etbelred 


drew an Army together to oppoſe 


them ; but through the Treachery of 
Edrick ſuffered them to paſs by him 


with their Plunder unmoleſted. Short- 


ly after they became Maſters of Zaſß- 
Anglia, almoſt all Weſſex, and ſeve- 
ral Counties in other Parts, In 1012 


they plundered and burnt Canterbury, 
flew 4/phage the Archbiſhop, and 
put the Monks of St. Auguſtin and 
the Burghers under a Decimation, 
killing nine Parts in ten. At laſt it 


was agreed on by the King and his 


Nobles to bribe them with 40,006/. 
to go off with their Booty. But the 


next year Soon returned, entered 


the Humber with a formidable Fleet, 
and made himſelf Maſter of all the 


In roog there was a Famine in - 


and left them in that mangled Cor- 


Counties North of WVatling- Sisal, 
Ethelred had ſhut himſelf up in Los- 
don, and Sweyn leaving his Son Ca. 
mute to take Care of the conquered 
Counties, was advancing to lay Siege 
to it; which Ethelred being informed 
of, left the Kingdom, and retired in. 
to Normandy with his whole F amily: 
Upon which the Londoners ſubmitted, 
The whole Kingdom being now 
ſubdued, Sæueyn was proclaimed King 
of Enpland without any Oppoſition, 
The frft thing he did was to lay 3 
moſt heavy Tax on the Nation for 
paying the Daniſh Troops. He 
reigned not quite a Year, but died 
ſuddenly in 1014. His Reign being 
ſo very ſhort, and perhaps his being 
never crowned, are the Reaſons why 
moſt Hiſtorians have not ranked him 
among the Kings of England. 
Upon Sweyz's Death, the Dar: 
proclaimed his Son Canute King of 
England; but the Engliſh recalled 
Ethelred, received him with great 
Demonſtrations of Joy, and renewed 
their Oath of Allegiance to hin, 
He made them very fair Promiſes to 
overn better than heretofore ; but 
it ſoon appeared he was not at all 
changed, The Engliſh flocked to 
him from all Parts, ſo that he ſocn 
found himſelf at the Head of a na- 
merous Army ; but he made no bet- 
ter Uſe of it than he had done be- 
fore. As for Canute, he on a ſud- 
den embarked his Troops, and fail'd 
for Denmark, to aſſert his Right to 
that Crown, which his younger Bro. 
ther Harold had uſurped : But beiore 
he departed, he ordered: the Hands 
and Feet of the Hoſtages, which bis 
Father had received, to be cut of, 


dition on the Shore. 8 

In the mean Time Erhelred go- 
verned as bad as ever, and his Pco- 
ple loſt all Hopes of him. And t0 
compleat their Misfortunes, Cami 
having ſettled Affairs in Denman 


returned in about a Vear, and ln 
| wit 
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with a numerous Army at Sandwich. 
Fdnund, the King's eldeſt Son, a 
Prince of noble Qualities, and his 
Brother-in-Law Edrict, commanded 
the Army againſt him ; but Edmund 
ſoon found he was abuſed by that 
Traitor, who in a little Time open- 
ly declared for Canute, and carried 
off with him a conſiderable Body of 
Troops and 40 Ships. Canute upon 
this ſoon made himſelf Maſter of all 
Mercia, and reſolved to attack Erhel- 
red in Weſſex; and as Edrick had 
Nily inſtilled into the Mercians in the 
Engliſh Army, that it was a Sin to 
fed againſt a Prince who was in 
Poſſeſſion of their Country, all that 
Edmund could bring them to was to 
fight under Ethelred in Perſon, but 
not under any other General. d. 
mund laboured with all his Might to 
perſuade his Father to head the Ar- 
my, but all in vain, upon which the 
Mercians quitted it. After which 
Canute became Maſter of ſeveral 
Counties in Meſer; and Edmund 
perceiving he was not in a Condition 
to ſtop his Progreſs, marched into 
the North to join Uthred, Earl of 


Northumberland, Canute followed him 
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with all Expedition, and upon his 
coming up Uthred ſubmitted to him, 


but did not long ſurvive his Perſidy 
for Cazute thinking him not to b 


8 


truſted, who changed Sides only by 
Compulſion, cauſed him to be put 


to Death, and promoted Earic 
Daniſh Lord in his Room. 


a 


Ethelred died in 1016, in the goth 
Year of his Age, after a moſt inglo- 


rious and mi 


erable Reign of 37 


Years, and was buried in St. Paul's 


Church at London. Hiſtorians giv 


him the Surname of The Unrea 


E 


4 


Some think he was not ſo bad in 
himſelf as he ſeems to be, bat that 
his Miſconduct was owing to his be- 
ing impoſed upon by the Traitors 
about him, particularly Erich. Tis 
certain he made ſome good Laws, 


which ate ſtill extant; and that whe 


n 


be found a certain Judge, whom he 
had a great Affection for, guilty of 
Injuſtice, he turned him out of his 


Othce. 
Edmund, and three Daughters, b 


He had two Sons, beſides 


y 


his firſt Wife Elgira; and by Emma 
of Normandy, Alfred and Edward, af- 
terwards King Edward the Confeffors 


and a Daughter named Cada. 
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EDMUND Ironſide. 


O Prince ever came to the 

Crown in more diſtracted and 
troubleſome Times than Edmund, and 
if we conſider his noble Qualities 
and generous Diſpoſition, none ſeems 
to have been more worthy of a bet- 
ter Fate. Upon his Father's Death, 
the City of London and all the Lords 
that were there proclaimed him Kin 
of England, whilſt the Danes and al 
the Places in their Poſſeſſion declared 
for Canute ; but as the Engliſb that 
were among them ſubmitted to him 
only thro? Compulſion, a great many 
of them came over to Edmund, and 


= 
* 


more on a Level. Canute's firſt At- 
tempt was upon London, as being 


Eamund's chief Support, which hs 


beſieged three Times, but without 


Succeſs. 


Before the laſt of theſe 


Sieges a great Battle was fought, in 
which both Kings eininently diſ- 
play'd their Courage and Conduct, 
and the two Armies parted at laſt 
with equal Loſs on both Sides; tho' 


the Engliſh were in Danger of bein 


worked by a Stratagem of the falſe 


of the Danes. 


Zarict, who was now on the Side 
He cut off the Head 
of a Soldier, who reſembled Edmund, 


io the two contending Parties became held it up on the Top of his Lanca 
. RE in 
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In Sight of the Engliſh, and cried 
out, Fly, fly, you Scoundrels, behol# 
the Head of your King in whom you 
ir. This would infallibly have 
occaſioned their Defeat, if Edmund 
Had not ſhew . himſelf with his Hel- 
met off, and fo revived the Courage 
of his Soldiers, which by Zarict's 
Artifice began to droopp. The Bat- 

tte laſted till Night, and Zamund 
| Prepared to renew it the next Morn- 
ing, but Cane marched off in the 
Night, and went and beſieged Zon- 
don a third Time, as has been men- 
fioned. According to Milion, the 
Battle continued two whole Days. 
It was fought at Sceorflan, which 
Cambden takes to be Sher/for in Wilt- 
fire; but others ſuppoſe it to be the 
Place where four Stones part the 
Counties of Oxford, Gloucefter,, Nor- 
ce/ter, and Warwick, and are called 
Shire oner. | 

There is great Confuſion in the 
agli Hiſtory with regard to the 
Particulars of the War between Za. 
mund and Canute, Thus much is 
certain, that five pitched Battles were 
fought with various Succeſs, one of 
which had undoubtedly been fatal to 
the Danes, had it not been for the 
treacherous Advice of Earich, who, 
by the moſt ſolemn Oaths and Pro- 
teſtations of F _— for the future, 
had reconciled himſelf to the gene- 
rous Edmund, on purpoſe to betray 
him. He perſuaded Edmund not to 
purſue the Danes who were retreat- 
ing in Diſorder, leſt they ſhould ral- 
ly again, and ſnatch the Victory out 


of his Hands. In the laſt Battle at 


Aſandun, now Hbpdbaun in Efex, this 
baſe Traitor deſerted his Poſt, and 
again went over to the Danes, with 
the Forces he commanded ; which 
put the Engliſs into ſuch a Conſter- 
nation, that they threw down their 
Arms and fled. | Rs 


Canute now thought his Work 
was done, and that the Engliſb would 
never be able to make Head againſt 


4 
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my; whichCanute being informed oſ, 


Soul, was of great bodily Strength, 


.* 


him more. But as Eanund had th 
Hearts of his Subjects, Particularly 
the Londoners, and he was not of! 
Temper to let his Courage fink, he 
ſoon drew together a more powerful 
Army than before, and marched to. 
wards &lowefter in queſt of the Ene. 


advanced towards him, in order tg 
ge him Battle. The two Kings 

ood in View of each other 0 
fome Time at the Head of their re. 
ſpective Forces, both dreading the 

vent of that important Day. Atlaf 
Edmund, who, beſides his courageoug 


and thence called Tronſue, propoſed 
to Canute, that in order to ag 


the Effuſion of fo much Blood as was off i 
ing to be ſpilt, they two ſhould gene 
drick 


ecide the Quarrel by ſingle Com- 
bat. Some fay the Duel was actuall _ 
fought in Sight of both Armies, aud 
laſted a good while without either 
Raving the Advantage of the othei, 
till the two Kings embraced one ar- 
other, and agreed upon the Spot to 
divide the Kingdom between then. 
But according to others, Canute re 


fuſed the Challenge, alledging, that 


though he was not inferior to his Ad. 
verſary in Courage, yet being wen 
in Body, and- ſmall of Stature, he 
would not engage on ſo unequl 
Terms; and propoſed to refer Mat. 
ters to the chief Officers of the two 
Armies. The Circumftances of thi 
Fact are, after all, very uncertain, 
However, the Reſult was, that Pleni: 
potentiaries were appointed on boti 
Sides, who met in the I/ of Ay, 
in the Severn, near Glouceſter, and 
8 concluded a Peace by tht 

artition of the Kingdom ; Famund 
to have Weser, i. e. all South 0 
the Thames, with Bondon, and Pa 
of the ancient Kingdom of E/#; 
and Canute to have Mercia, Northut- 
berland, and Eaft- Anglia. 

The valiant, prudent and gene 
rous King Edmund enjoyed * hu 
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Share long. For the Villain Edriet, 


Dake of Mercia, his Brother-in- 


Law, fearing the Union of the two 


Kings might prove deſtructive to 


him, being conſcious what a falfe 
Traitor he had been, hired two 
Rufflans, who were of the King's 
Houſhold, to murder him, who, 
tis ſaid, ſtabb'd him with a ſharp 


Piece of Iron, -as he was eaſing Na- 
ture. Some indeed ſay he was diſ- 


atched by Poiſon,” and others that 
e was killed by an Arrow ſhot from 


an Image made for that Purpoſe, 
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frequent Proofs of his excellent and 


noble Qualities. He left two Sons, 


Edmund and Edward, by his Wife 


*Algitha, and a natural Son, named 


Rs. He was buried at Glaſfen- 


bury, and with him the Saxon Mo- 


narchy in England in a Manner end- 
ed, having. laſted 190 Years from 
Egvert's Eſtabliſhment, 432 from the 
Founding of the Heprarchy, and 508 
from the Arrival of —_ 

The wicked Zarich haſted to tell 
Canute the Service he had done him. 
But that Prince had the greateſt Ab- 


which Gſcharg d itſelf on the King's horrence of ſo barbarous an Action, 


touching it; and the Saxon Annals 
ſay only, that he died ſuddenly. So 
that the Manner of his being taken 
off is ſomewhat uncertain, tho? ' tis 
generally agreed, that it was by Z- 
drick's Means, and ſome ſay he em- 
loyed his own Son for that execra- 
le Purpoſe. Thus fell this brave 
Prince, when he had not reign'd quite 


a Year, but in that ſhort Time gave 


tho? he diſſembled it for the preſent, 
and promiſed to advance Edrick a- 
vowe all the Peers of the Realm. He 
was as good as his Word, tho? not 


in the Manner the vile Wretch un- 
derſtood it: For not long after, he 


ordered him to be beheaded, his Bo- 
dy to be thrown into the Thames, 
and his Head to be fixed on the 
higheſt Gate in London. | 
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ANU, or Cnute, who 
woas already in Poſſeſſion of 
half England, upon Edmunds 
Death, through Policy, and the 
Fears of the Engliſh, who dreaded 
the Renewal of the War, eaſily be- 
came Maſter of the Whole, not pro- 
perly by Force of Arms, but by ex- 
torting the Conſent of the Nobles, 
who plainly ſaw, that if they re- 
fuſed, the War would be kindled 
afreſh, Eamund left two Sons, but 
they were very young, and his two 
Brothers were in Normandy, who had 
no Thoughts of obtaining the Crown 
of W:/jex ; and beſides, Canute's Pre- 
tence was, that in the Treaty of A- 
ney, the Agreement was, that the 
Survivor of the two Kings ſhould 
ſucceed the other. However hat 


was, the Afjembly-General he had 
convened in Ver, knowing he 
was in a Condition to aſſert his 
Claim, at laſt yielded; and ſo Ca- 
uute was acknowledged and pro- 
claimed King of all England, in 1017, 
and all the Lords, both Zzg/;/ and 


AN UT E he Great. 


Danes, ſwore Allegiance to him, 
After his Coronation, he divided 
England into four Parts or Govern- 
ments, Mercia, Northumb: rland, Eaft- 
Anglia, and Weſſex. Over the three 
former he appointed Dukes or Earls, 
and the laſt he governed by himſelf. 

As he knew upon what Motive 
the Engliſh received him for their 
Sovereign, the Beginning of his 
Reign was employed in fixing him- 
ſelf more ſecurely on the Throne, 
His firſt Project for this Purpoſe was 
very laudable, which was to gain 
the Affections of his new Subjects. 


To this End, that Juſtice might be 
the more impartially adminiſtered, 


he declared, that for the future no 
Diſtinction ſhould be made between 
the Engliſb and Danes: And then 
by an Edict he ordered, that ever) 
County ſhould be governed by the 
ſame Laws, as in the Time of the 
Saxen Kings; excepting however tie 
Northern Counties, whoſe Inhadi- 
tants were almoſt all Danes, and had 
particular Laws of their own. * 
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the fame Time he denounced the ſe- 
vereſt Puniſhments againſt Malefac- 
tors, of what Nation ſoever, with- 
out reſpect of Perſons. The Effect 
of theſe wiſe Regulations was, that 
the People thought themſelves hap- 
py under fo juſt and equitable a 
Prince. F * 
His other Project was not quite ſo 


landable, which was to get rid of 


thoſe who gave him moſt Uneaſi- 
neſs, eſpecially the Sons and Bro- 
thers of the late King. Zamund's 
two Sons he ſent into Denmark, un- 


der the Pretence of travelling, com- 


nitting them to one of his Domeſ- 
ticks; though his real Deſign was to 
get them the more eaſily diſpatched. 
The Perſon who had the Charge of 
them, being moved with Compaſſion, 
inſtead of carrying them to Den- 
mars, conveyed them to the King of 
Saveden, who, tho? he received them 
very civilly, yet fearing to break 
im, with Canute, ſent them to the King 
ded of Hungary, who took care of their 


un- Education, and at length gave one 
aft- of his Daughters in Marriage to Ea- 
ree nund the eldeſt, who died ſoon af- 
rls, ter, and to Fadxvard he gave his 
elf diſter-in-Law Agatha, Daughter of 


the Emperor Henry IT. by whom he 
had five Children, Eagar Atheling, 
Margaret and Chriſtian, and two 
that died in Hungary, King Ed- 
und had a Brother who was yet 


In England, named Eduy; and him 
ain Canute baniſhed, but ſoon after re- 
cts. calling him, under Pretence of be- 
be Ing reconciled, he got him diſpatch'd 
ed, put of the Way. He would have 
no deen glad to have got rid of Alfred 
een and Edward, who were in Norman- 
gen with their Mother Emma, but 
ery vis at a Loſs how to get them out 
the f the Hands of Duke Richard their 
the Uncle. However, to bring that 
the Ince over to his Intereſt, he de- 
bi- nanded in Marriage his Siſter Em- 
12d Pa, King Ethelred's Widow, and 


licred him at the ſame time one 


Daniſh Monarcus. . 
of his own Sifters 5 which Propoſals 
. were accepted, and Emma became 


Once more 


neen of England. But 
if ſhe was 


pleaſed, her two Sons 


. were not leſs diſguſted at this Mar- 


riage. Zaward in particular never 
4 her for becoming the Wife 
of her firſt Huſband's mortal Ene- 
my: And her conſenting by the 


Marriage Articles, that the Sueceſ- 


ſion ſhould be ſettled on the Heirs of 


her Body by Canute, highly incenſed 


them both. After this, Canute ei- 
ther baniſhed or put to Death ſome 
great Lords he was jealous of, among 
the reſt Edrick Streon, in diſpatching 
whom he however did an Act of Ju- 
ſtice, which was very agreeable to 
the Engliſh. 

England was now 1n 
Tranquillity, and Canute 
cure in the Affections of his Sub- 
jects, in 1019, went over to Den- 


rofound 


mark to quell the Vandal who were 


at War with the Danes, which having 
happily effected he returned to Zxg- 
land. This Succeſs was chiefly ow- 
ing to Goodwin, whom Canute for 
that Reaſon created Earl of Kent, 


and who became at length one of 


the greateſt Lords in England. 

In 1025, Canute undertook. an- 
other Expedition againſt the Swedes, 
who had invaded Denmark; which 


proved not very ſucceſsful: But two - 


Years after, he made himſelf ample 
Amends by getting an entire Poſſeſ- 


fion of Norway, of which he was' 


crowned King. 
Being now Maſter of three King- 


doms, and his Ambition pretty well 


ſatisfied, he from this Time addict- 
ed himſelf holly to Acts of Devo- 
tion, abandoning all Thoughts of 
warlike Affairs. By Acts of Devo- 
tion are here meant, according to 
the Cuſtom of thoſe Times, the 
founding, enriching and 2 


of Monaſteries and Churches, which 
for Kings and great 


was the Way 
Men to atone for Murder, Uſurpa- 
E 3 tion, 
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tion, and all Manner of Crimes. He 
particolarly built a ſtately Church 
over the Grave of St. Edmund the 
 Eaft- Anglian King, who was killed 
by the Danes, and very much en- 
larged the Town, called Sr. £dmuna/- 
Bury from this Saint. He alſo en- 
larged the Building and increaſed the 
Revenues of the Monaftery there, 
which became one of the fineſt and 
richeſt in the King 
wiſe founded the noted Abbey of 
St. Bennet's in Holme in Norfolk, and 
gave ſeveral other Teſtimonies of 
this Kind of Devotion. DOE 


In 1031 he took a Journey to 


Rome, where he made large Prefents 
to the Churches, and confirmed all 
his Predeceſſors had done both for 
the Church of Rome and the Zngii/þ 
College. He obtained alſo ſeveral 
Privileges for the Zxglihþ Cnurches, 


and certain Privileges and Immuni- 


ties for Exgliſb Pilgrims and Travel- 
lers, as they paſſed thro? Italy, Ger- 
many and France: Which done, he 
returned to England, having firit 
given a large Account of theſe Mat- 
ters in a Letter from Rome to the 
Afjembly-General of the Nation, in 
which he expreſſes much Piety, aud 
a firm Reſolution to govern by the 
moſt exact Rules of Juttice, deſiring 
his Nobles to aſſiſt him in this good 
Deſign, And indeed this muſt be 


ſaid of him, that however unjuſti- 


fiably he made his Way to the 
Throne, afier he was firmly ſettled 
on it, he gave daily Marks of Juſ- 
tice, Equity and Moderation, the 
Effect of which was the univerſal 


Daniſh Monarcas. 


dom. He like 


Love of his Subjects and 2 hi 7 
Eſteem amongſt Foreipners, ad 2. 

But the beſt Ex] —— of his Pie, 3 
ty, as well as good Senſe, is ſill be. the 


hind, if we regard the former Part 
of the Story, which is this: That 
as he was walking by the Sea-ſide at 
Seuthampton, and his Flatterers were 
extolling him to the Skies, and even 
comparing him with God himſelf, 
he, to convince them of their Folly 
and Impiety, cauſed a Chair to be 
brought him, and ſeating himſelf 
where the Tide was about to flow, 
he turned himſelf to the Sea, and 
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HAROl D farnamd Ha RETOOr. 


T PON Cannte's Death, there 

LJ was a great Diſpute about the 
Succeſſion. The Eugliſo were for 
Hardicanute, who was born in Eng- 


lard, of Queen Emma, aud alledged 


ſaid, O Sea, thou art under ny Tus In 
riſdiction, aud the Land whete I ji l 
is mine I command thee to come w this 
farther, nar to preſume to wet thy &i. the - 
wereign's Feet. But the Tide coming proc 
on as uſual, he from thence took out 
Occaſion to let his baſe Flatterers what 
know, that none but the King of 27 
Heaven, whom the Sea and Land the ( 
obey, deſerved the Titles they impi, and | 
ouſly beſtowed on him. After which, S in 
it is ſaid, he would never wear hi; Engl; 
Crown, but cauſed it to be put upon * 
the Head of a Crucifix at Mincbeſter. and 3 
Canute died in the 19th Year of pulor 
his Reign, AJ. D. 1036, and Was was 
buried in the old Monaſtery in Min- Equil 
cheſter. He left three Sons, to whom, what 
as ſome ſay, he bequeathed his three in the 
Kingdoms by Will ; but that 1s di; In 
puted. However Sweyn had Mir. 1 
way; Harold England; and Hard dent 
canule, Denmark. Gunilda his Daugb: the 7 
ter was married to the Empetrd| And | 
Henry IV. | | tain h 
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the Marriage Articles above met: tence 
tioned in his Favour ; but the Dare! come ĩ 
were for Harold, though a Foreignet ackno! 
and illegitimate, er as 't8 al the 
faid, to ſtand by Canuie's Will. = Was in 
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117 had this Advantage above Har- 

2 that he was in England, 
aud was of Age to govern ; whereas 
the other was in Denmark, and but 
1; or 16 Years old. Nevertheleſs 
Harold might have miſſed of the 
Crown, if he had not preſently ſeized 
upon the Treaſure his Father had 
laid up at Wincheffer. This enabled 
him to gain over ſeveral of his Op- 
poſers, and at a General Aſſembly 
of the whole Nation, held in Mer- 
cia, viz. at Oxford, having got a 
Majority of Voices, he was pro- 
claimed King of England. 

In the mean Time the Veñt-Sax- 
a2; returning home diſſatisfied with 
this Choice, Haraicanute was, by 
the Management of Earl Goodwin, 
proclaimed King of Ver, with- 
out any farther interfering with 
what had been dene in Mercia. B 
Heſer now we are to underſtand all 
the Country South of the Thames, 
and by Mercia all North of it; and 
25 in the former there were more 
Eugliſs than Danes, ſo in the latter 
there were more Danes than Engliſh; 
and Meer was by far the mare po- 
pulous of the two, though the other 
was of much larger Extent: This 
Equilibrium of the two Parties was 
what preſerved the Nation in Peace, 
in the Midſt of this Diſſenſion. 

In Hardicaxnute's Abſence, Good. 
win managed all in Me, indepen- 
dent of the 1 whom 
the Engli/þ had no Affection for. 
And Harold ſeeing he could not ob- 
tain his End by Force of Arms, en- 
deavoured by underhand Means to 
bring over Goodwin to his Side. To 
effeck this he is ſaid to have promiſed 
the Earl to marry his Daughter. 
However that be, Goodwiz on à ſud- 
den became his Friend, and under Pre- 
tence that Hardicanute neglected to 


come into England, got Harold to be 


acknowledged King of Weſſex with 
all the Eaſe imaginable; and now he 


vas in reality King of all England. 


Queen Emma was ſufficiently, mor- 
tified at theſe Proceedings, and now 


quite deſpairing of ever being able 


to recover the Crown for her Son 
Hardicanute, ſhe formed a Defign of 
ſetting one of her Sons by Ethelred 
on the Throne. 'To this End, after 
having diſſembled in ſuch a Manner 


as to make it be believed, as ſne 


thought, that fhe was quite eaſy, 
and would no more concern herſelf 
in publick Aﬀairs, fhe got Leave of 
Harold to ſend for her two Sons, 
Alfred and Edavard, out of Nerman- 
.dy, pretending only that her mothers 
ly Affection made her defirous to ſee 
them, after having been ſeparated 
from them for ſo long a Time ; but 
in reality her Deſign was, that as 
ſhe knew they were greatly beloved 
by the Engliſh, they might, by being 
on the Spot, form a Party for them- 
ſelves. The two Princes ſoon ar- 
rived, under Pretence only of paying 
a Viſit to their Mother. But the ſa- 
gacious Earl Goodwin eafily ſmelt 
out the real Deſign, and acquainted 
Harold with it, who was ſufficiently 
alarmed ; but Goodwin repreſented 
to him how eaſy it was to cruſh this 
Conſpiracy whilſt it was as yet but 
in Embryo, and adviſed the ma- 
aaging of Matters ſo as to get the 
young Princes into their Hands, and 
then to make them away. Harold 
approved of this Project, and in his 
Turn having diſſembled his Suſpi- 


cion of the Queen's Deſigns for 


ſome Time, he laid hold of an Op- 
portunity, which naturally preſented 
1tſelf, to invite the two Princes to 
come and paſs ſome Days at Court. 
Emma was greatly diſturbed at this, 
fearing the worſt ; but as ſhe could 
not handſomely decline the King's 
Invitation, ſhe took a middle Courſe, 
and ſent only Alfred, keeping EA. 
ward with her under ſome plauſible 
Pretence. Goodavin went himſelf to 
meet the Prince, as if to do him 
Honour; and Alfred, and his little 
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Train of Normans were highly pleaſed 
with the Reſpect that was paid him, 
but on a ſudden were underthe great- 
eſt Conſternation, when they were 
ſtoppꝰd at Guilford Caſtle, and made 
to enter there under Pretence of re- 
freſhing themſelves. Alfred was pre- 
ſently conducted to Ely, where his 
Eyes were put out, and he was ſhut 
vp in the Monaſtery, but died in a 
ſhort Time, either of Grief, or by 
ſome outward Violence: However, 
Goodwin was afterwards charged with 
his Murder, Prince Edward upon 
this made all the Haſte he could 
back to Normandy, and Emma being 
ordered to leave the Kingdom, re- 
tired to Bruges in Flanders, After 
all, there is ſome Uncertainty in the 
above Story, which Malmſbury ſays 
was built on a common' Report, and 
tis certain that it is told more Ways 
than one; particularly, that inſtead 
of Emma's ſending for her Sons; 
Harold forged a Letter as from her, 
* Inviting the Princes over to recover 
their Right, and that Alfred only 
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came, and was ſerved as above 16. 
lated : And ſome place his Death 
after Harold's. . 
- Hardicanute began now at lf 
to beſtir himſelf, and to reſolve to 
recover the Kingdom of eſer by 
Force of Arms; but Harol#'s Death 
happening at theſame Time, brought 
about with Eafe what otherwiſe he 
would have found a difficult Matter 
to accompliſh. He died without I. 
ſue, in 1039, in the fourth Year of 
his Reign, when there was one of 
the hardeſt Winters that was ever 
known in England. He was buried 
at Vincheſter, ſome ſay Weſtminſter ; 
and was called Harefoot, either from || 
his Swiftneſs in running, or becauſe 
he choſe always to walk on Foot, 
He did nothing memorable, ſave that 
he laid a Tax of eight Marks on 
every Port, towards fitting out 16 
—_— ; and made a Law, that if any 
MWelſbman, coming into England with- 
out Leave, was taken on this Side 
Offa's Ditch, he ſhould have his 
Right Hand cut off. 
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FT HIS Prince's true Name was 
Canute, and he gained the E- 

| Pitnet of Hardy, which by Cuſtom 
Canal Part of his Name, not from 
his Courage, but his ſtrong Conſtitu- 
tion. He was at Bruges with his 
Mother, when Harold died, conſult- 
ing about Meaſures to recover the 
Crown of Veen: And upon the 
News of his Death, he came over 
to England with 40 Daniſh Ships, 
was received with great Joy by the 
Danes as well as Engliſh, and unani- 
mouſly acknowledged by them all 
King of England. | | 
The vety Beginning of his Reign 
was ſullied by an unnatural Piece of 
Cruelty. Immediately aftzr he was 
crowned, he cauſed the Body of the 
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late King his Brother to be dug up 
and flung into the Thames, which 
being found by ſome Fiſhermen, they 
ave it to the Danes, who depoſited 
it in their Burial-Place at London, at 
this Day called Sz. Clements Danes. 
Soon after, he laid a heavy Tar 
on the Nation, for paying his Fleet, 
which he ſent back to Denmark, . 
This occaſioned great Murmoring 
and Diſcontent among the People. 
At Worceſter the Tax was oppoſed 
with the utmoſt Violence, and two 
of the Perſons employed to collect 
it were killed. This ſo incenſed the 
King, that he ſent the Dukes of 
Maße and Mercia, and the Earl of 
Northumberland, with their Forces, 
againſt Porce/ter, who after plunder- 
| ; = 3- 
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ing the City for four Days, burnt it 
to the Ground. 

And now Prince Edward, the 
King's Brother by the Mother's 
Side, arrived from Normanay, and 
appeared at the Exgliſb Court; where 
meeting with a kind Reception, he 
inmediately demanded Juſtice againſt 
G:odwin for the Murder of his Bro- 
ther Alfred. Hardicanute being glad 
of an Opportunity of puniſhing that 
Lord, more perhaps for what he 
had done for Harold, than for what 
he had done againſt 4[fred, Goodwin 
was ſummoned to appear and anſwer 
to the Charge : But he, who well 
knew the King's avaricious Diſpoſi- 
tion, took Care to extricate himſelf 
from the Danger he was in, by an 
exceeding rich Preſent of a moſt 
magnificent Galley, before his Trial 
came on; by which Means he was 


as rg upon his ſwearing that he 
ha 


no Hand in Alfred's Death. 
As Hardicanute was infamous for 
his Cruelty, he was no leſs ſo for his 


Gluttony and Drunkenneſs, to which 
ſome aſcribe his Death; for he died 
ſaddenly, as he was revelling and 


2 at the Wedding of a Da- 


iſh Lord at Lambeth. Some think 
he was poiſoned ; but however that 
be, he died unlamented by all, and 
the Engliſb, we are told, kept the 
Day of his Death, June 8, as a 
Holiday for ſome Centuries after, 
by the Name of Hog's Tide, or Hoc- 
tide, He died in 1041, and the 
third Year of his Reign. With him 
expired the Monarchy of the Danes 


in England, after it had laſted about 


26 Years, but after they had har- 
raſſed the Kingdom at Times for 
240 Vears. In theſe Times we are 


told, that a Dane would often ſtab 


an Engliſhman as he was drinking, 
ſo that at Length no one would drink 
in the Preſence of a Dane, without 
having ſomebody to be his Pledge 
or Security; whence, *tis ſaid, our 
Cuſtom of pleaging one another a- 
roſe. 


EDwaRD the Confeſſor. 


IH E late King dying without 
T Iſſue, Edward, Son of Erhel- 
red and Emma, who had ſpent the 
greateſt Part of his Life in Norman- 
dy, was the only Prince now in Eng- 
land, who had any Claim to the 
Crown, And yet it was no eaſy 
Matter to ſettle the Succeſſion ; for 
Edward, Son of Edmund Jronſide, was 
ſill alive in Hungary, who was one 
Degree nearer the Throne than his 
Uncle Edward, Edmund's younger 
Brother : And Sven, Son of Canute 
the Great, was yet living in Nor- 
way. So that there was ſome Dan- 
ger of the old Animofities reviving 
upon this Occaſion between the Eng- 
liſ and Danes, the latter of whom, 
one might reaſonably ſuppoſe, would 
be deſirous of having the Succeſſion 


continued in their Princes, after 
the ſucceſſive Reigns of four Daniſb 
Kings. Add to this, that Edward 
having liv'd ſo long in Normandy, 
was little known here, -and that he 
was a Prince of ſmall Parts, and not 
very capable of aſſerting his Right. 
However, one lucky Thought did 
his Buſineſs at once. Tho? he had 
before proſecuted Earl Goodwin, who 
was alſo Duke of Veſex, for the 
Murder of his Brother, yet conſi- 
dering the great Power and extenſive 
Genius of this Lord, in both which 
he was far ſuperior to all the reſt of 
the Nobility, he reſolved, upon the 


Advice of his Friends, to ſollicit his 
Protection and Support, and ac... 
cordingly obtained it: But firſt Goode. _ 


Win, Who never neglected his own 
| | Intereſt, 
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_ Tntereſt, brought Edward to Arti- 
cles, and made him ſwear to marry 
bis Daughter Ealiba, notwithſtand- 
wg his Averſion againſt taking to 
Wife a Woman, whoſe Father he 
looked upon as his Brother's Mur- 
derer. 

Matters being thus ſettled between 
them, and 4 $5 having no Prince 
of their Nation in Eręland, Goodwin, 
at this favourable Conjuncture, con- 
vened a Gereral-A4fjembly, and got Ed. 
ward acknowledged and proclaimed 
King of England. This ſeems to be 
the cleareſt and moſt natural Account 
of this Affair, though ſome ſay that 
Edward was in Normandy when Har- 
dicanute died, and was invited over; 
and it muſt be owned there is great 
Perplexity and Obſcurity in this Part 
of the Engliß Hiſtory, What fol- 
lows is as difficult, and indeed more 
ſo, all Circumftances confidered. We 
are told, that in this A/embly, Good- 
evin harangued fo againſt the Danes 
{by which it ſhould ſeem that none, 
or very few of them were there, or 

that their Spirits were very much 
ſunk) that it was not only. agreed, 
that no Dane ſhould ever for the fu- 
ture fit upon the Engliſß Throne, 
but that they likewiſe unanimouſly 
reſolved” to expel all the Daze} out 
of the Kingdom, and accordingly 
effected it. And ſome here intro- 
duce another Maſſacre, ſuch as that 
in Ethelred's Reign. Whether this 
be true or not, the Difficulties are 
very great on both Sides ; for as on 
the one hand it is hard to ſuppoſe, 
how the Daxes, who but juſt before 
were ſo powerful in England, ſhould 
all on a ſudden be ſo borne down; 
ſo, on the other, *tis as unaccounta- 
dle, that after this Period the Danes 
ſhould be no more heard of, than if 
no ſuch People had ever been in the 
 Ifland, This then is juſtly thought 
to be one of the moſt knotty Points 
in the #xg/iþ Hiſtory. | 

King Edward was a Man of a 
weak Conſtitution, and a weaker 
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Underſtanding. He was of an eaſy, 
indolent Diſpoſition, of an unſteady 
and irreſolute Temper, minded Tri. 
fles more than Matters of Impor- 
tance, and had no Ability for pub- 
lick Affairs. This Weakneſs of the 
King gave the Nobles, particularly 
Goodwin, an Opportunity of riſing 
to an exorbitant Degree of Power, 
little inferior to his own. Goodwiy 
became even formidable to Edward, 
by the vaſt Number of Friends he 
had attached to his Intereſt, and 
would have ſoared ftill higher, if 
he had not met with a Counter. 
balance in Sigur Earl of Northun. 
berland, and Leofrick Duke of Mer. 
cia, who was more a King in his 
Province thanZdwardhimfelt. Theſe 
two powerful Lords uniting together 
were a Check to Geodwin's Ambi- 
tion, and a Support to the Royal Au- 
thority. Tho' Edward was obliged 
to carry it fair to Goodwin, yet he 
had an invincible Hatred towards 
him and his whole Family in his 
Heart; which was the Reaſon of 
his deferring his Marriage with his 
Daughter Z4ithe as long as poſſible; 
however, after a Delay of two Years, 
as he really ſtood in Fear of her Fa- 
ther, he eſpouſed her according to 
his Promiſe, but never conſummated 


'tne Marriage. She was a Lady of 


a great Soul and of ſtrict Virtue, 
and bore this Treatment with the 
utmoſt Equanimity ; and as ſhe found 
it was to no purpoſe to endeavour to 
gain the King's AﬀeRions, ſhe di- 
verted her Mind with Reading and 
Acts of Devotion. She was one of 
the moſt beautiful, chaſte, humble 
and modeſt Ladies of her Time, and 
had nothing of her Father in her: 
So that it became a Saying, 


Sicut Spina Roſam, genuit Goodwinus 
__ Editham. 


Though Edevard has the Titles of 
Saint and Lorfefſer, yet he was * 
| | f 


us 


© much a Chriſtian, but he took the 
irſt Opportunity of ſhewing his Re- 
renge againſt his Mother, as be har- 
boured Hatred in his Breaſt to his 
on her Father's Account. He went 
chefter, where his Mother's Trea- 
ſures lay, ſeized on them all, and 
ſtript her of every Thing, leaving 
her only a ſmall Penſion for her 
Life. Tis farther ſaid, tho' that 


wants proper Authority, that he had 


her accuſed of Incontinency with 
Alvin Biſhop of _ Winchefter, and 
made her undergo the Trial of Fire- 
Ordeal, which was to walk barefoot- 
ed and blindfold over nine red-hot 
Plough-ſhares, laid at unequal Diſ- 
tances ; and if the Perſon accuſed 
came off unhurt, ſhe was judged to 
be innocent, if otherwiſe, guilty, 
'Tis pretended Queen Ema went 
thro' this Purgation unhurt. Be this 
as it will, ſhe lived ten Years after, 
confined like a Priſoner at Wincheſter, 
where ſhe died in 1052. . | 

In the mean Time Sweyn King of 


was preparing to invade Exgland, in 
order to make good his Claim to 
the Crown. Zdward made ſome 
Preparations to oppoſe him ; but a 
War unexpectedly happening be- 
tween Denmark and Norway, pre- 
vented Saweyn's intended Expedi- 
tion, and delivered Exgland from its 
Fears. 

A little after, vi. in 1046, twenty- 


be ſail of piratical Danes arrived 


at Sandwich, and revived the Ter- 
rors of the Engliſh But Goodwin, 
Siwvard and Legfrick took ſuch Mea- 
ſures, that they made off with all 
the Haſte they could. 

deveral Circumſtances concurring, 


tie King and Goodauin came at laſt 
Firſt, Sane, 


to an open Rapture. 
one of his Sons, having debauched 
an Abbeſs, was forced to fly, and 
went over to Deninark, where, ex- 


\ 


chaſte and virtuous Queen, purely 


haſtily and. unexpeQedly to Vin- 


Norway, Son of Canute the Great, 
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pecting his Pardon in vain for a great 


while, he fitted out ſome Ships, and 
committed great Ravages and Cruel- 
ties upon the Eagliſb Coaſts. This 
gave Goodwwin's Enemies a great 
Handle againſt him and his Fami- 
ly ; but k King, ſtill in fear of 


him, was induced at laſt to give 


Sauane his Pardon. However, his 
being thus obliged to conceal his 
Hatred againſt this potent Lord, did 
but increaſe it the more. And then 
the Normans, who were very nume- 
rous at Court, and in high Favour 
with the: King, were great Enemies 
to Goodwin, becauſe he would often 
make loud Remonſtrances, and not 
without Cauſe, of the King's Par- 
tiality to them. The Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, in particular, who was 
a Norman, never ceaſed.irritating the 
King againſt him. But an Affair 
now happened, which bronght Mat- 
ters to a Criſis. 'Euftace, Earl of Bo- 
loign, having paid a Viſit to King 
Edward, was returning to France, 
and at Dower one of his People 
picked a Quarrel with a Townſman 
and killed him. This occafioned a 
great Inſurrection of the Inhabitants, 
in which twenty of the Earl's Re- 
tinue loſt their Lives. Upon this 
the King ordered Goodwin to go 
with ſome Troops and chaſtiſe the 
Rioters ; but he abſolutely refuſed, 
ſaying juſtly, that it was not the 
Cuſtom of England to punith Men 
unheard. Edward now came to a 
fixed Reſolution to puniſh the Earl 
for this Diſobedience, and was ta- 
king Meaſures as privately as poſſible 
for that Purpoſe : But Goodwin ha- 


ving Intelligence of it, raiſed Forces» 


in order to defend himſelf, an In- 
curſion made by the Welſb into He- 
refordſpire — him with a Pre- 
tence. However, by the Advice of 
a General- Aſſemlly convened at Glau- 
cefter, who were afraid of the Ef. 
fects of Goodwir's ſtanding upon his 
Defence, a Peace was patched vp 

. or 
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for the preſent. But it did not laſt 
long : For the King not brooking 
this Aﬀront, uſed all his Efforts by 
Promiſes and Preſents to gain over 
ſome-of his principal Friends ; and 
when Matters were ripe, Goodwin 

and his Sons were ſummoned to ap- 
| Pear before the General-Afſembly, 
which they refuſing, upon Notice 
that it was deſigned to apprehend 
them, were baniſhed the Realm; and 
the Combination was ſo ſtrong againſt 
them, that they were forc'd to com- 
my 
8 But Coodædin reſolved upon endea- 
vouring to reſtore himſelf to his 
former State by Force of Arms. 
He had retired to Flanders, and hav- 
ing obtained ſome Ships and Forces 
from Earl Baldwin, whilſt his Son 
Harold did the ſame in Ireland, they 
- 2t length joined, entered the Thames, 
and advanced towards London. Ed- 
ward, in the Heat of his Paſſion, 
was for going, with the few Ships 
ke had ready, to try the Fortune 
of an Engagement; but his Council 
. oppoſed it, who were for uſing 
calmer Methods to induce Goodwin 
to return to his Obedience. In the 
mean Time, he being - informed 
how they ſtood affected, to render 
the Matter more eaſy for the King, 
made the firſt Advances ws, 
an Accommodation. The King 
at firſt abſolutely refuſed to hearken 
to any Terms ; but at laſt was pre- 
vailed on by his principal Lords to 
receive him again inte Favour, out- 
wardly at leaſt; after which Goodwin 
foon became as powerful and formi- 
- dable as ever. 5 
A little after this feigned Recon- 


_ ciliation, William the Baſtard, Duke 
of Normandy, arrived in England to 


pay a_.Viſit- to King Edward, who 
Teceived him with great Marks of 
Gratitude for the Favours he had 
received from him and the Duke his 
Father. And 'now it was, if ever, 


© that King Edward nomivated him 
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his Succeſſor in his Will, or pro- 


miſed to do ſo. That he ever did, 
is very much queſtioned: However, 
this was William's Pretence for inva- 
ding England after Edward's Death. 

In 10561, Zdward did a Thing 
which was very agreeable to his 
Subjects: He aboliſhed for ever the 
Tax called Danegetd, which amount- 
ed to 40,000 J. a Year, and had been 
paid for 38 Years. 

In 1053, Earl Goodwin, fo formi. 
dable to the King, and the whole 
pans ring died. Some relate a re. 
markable Circumitance concerning 
his Death: That the King, as he 
ſat at Table with him, dropt ſome 
Words about his Brother Alfred; 
upon which the Earl taking a Bit of 
Bread, wiſhed it might be the laſt 
Morſel he might ever ſwallow, if 
he had any Hand in the Death of 
that Prince ; and going to ſwallow 
it hereupon, it ſtuck in his Throat, 
and choaked him. But the bet 
Hiſtorians ſay nothing of this, only 
that Goodwin died ſuddenly, as he 
ſat at Table with the King. Pro- 
bably the Story was invented after- 
wards in the Norman Times to black- 
en his Memory, as he was a great 
Enemy to all Foreigners, eſpecially 
the Normans. His Son Harold ſuc- 
ceeded him in all his bigh Poſts, 
who had all his Father's Abilities, 
without his Pride and Haughtineſs, 
and became at laſt fo popular, at 
the ſame Time that he equalled his 
Father in Power, that he began to 
entertain Thoughts of ſucceeding 
to the Crown, and took his Mea- 


ſures accordingly. 


*T was happy for Edward, that he 
had no War fince the Beginning 
of his Reign ; but now, in 1054, 
Macbeth, King of Scatland, ſeizing 
upon ewe, A in Prejudice of 
Malcolm, of the Royal Family of 


that little Kingdom, King Edward 


took the Jatter's Part. This War 


was but a very ſhort one: For Si- 
; award, 


Saxon Monarcns 'reford 26 
ſent over to be kept 'in Normandy 5 | 


«ard, Earl of Northumberland, by 
one deciſive Battle, drove Macbeth 
out of Cumberland, and left Malcolm 
in Poſſeſſion of it. Soon after which, 
the valiant Siward died, and 7%on, 
Harold's Brother, was made Earl of 
ort bumberland in his Room. Some 
will have it, that $:wvard deſtroyed 
Macbeth, and made Malcolm King 
of Scotland as well as Cumberland. 

About the ſame Time, the Yelp, 
under their King .Griffin, and Agar 
a baniſhed Eng/iþ Nobleman, made 
an Inroad into. England, and took 
and plundered Hereford; but Earl 
Harold marching. againſt them with 
an Army he had himſelf raiſed, put 
them to the Rout, and drove them 
back into their own Country : Which 
ſucceſsful Expedition added very 
much to the Reſpect the People be- 
fore had for him; and they began 
now to talk openly, that no Man was 
ſo worthy to ſucceed to the Crown 
as Harold, ſince King Edward had 
no Heirs. 

The King being fenfible that Fa- 
nud aimed at the Crown, in order 
to defeat his Hopes, ſent for his Ne- 
phew Eduard, Son of Edmund Iron- 
fide, out of Hungary. He accord- 
ingly came over to England with his 
don Edgar Atheling and his two 


Daughters, in the Year 1057, but 
About 


died ſoon after his Arrival. 
tie ſame Time alſo died Leofrich, 
Duke of Mercia, the Story of whoſe 
Wife Godiva's riding threugh Co- 
ventry naked is well known. 


Prince Edward's Death put new 


Life into Harold; for as to Edgar 
his Son, as he was very young, there 
ſeemed no great Difficulty in ſetting 
him aide, Soon after this we hear 
0 Harold at the Court of Norman- 
<. Some ſay he went over on pur- 
poſe to get out of Duke William's 
Hands his Brother and Nephew, 
waom King Edvard had received 
of Goodwin his Father as Hoſtages 
won his Reconciliation, and had 


and others ſay he was accidentally 
driven upon that Coaſt by a Storm. 
When he was there, 'tis ſaid he took 
an Oath to Duke William to aſſiſt 
him in obtaining the Crown of Eng- 
land after Edward's Death. How- 
ever, when' he was got away, he 
looked upon himſelf as not bound 
by an Oath which was extorted front 
him. As to the King, he was quite 
unreſolved about the Succeſiion, pro- 
moting neither the Intereſt of his 
Nephew Edgar, nor of Duke Wil- 
liam, and ſo that he could but paſs 
his Days in Peace, ſeemed not to 
trouble himſelf about what ſhould 
happen after his Deaths _ | 

The Welſb renewing their Incur- 
ſions in 1063, were again repulſed 
by Harold, and his Brother T7 o/tor, 
who obliged him to dethrone Gr2fiz, 
and become Tributary to England. 
They afterwards reſtor'd him and re- 
newed the War, but Harold march. 
ing to their Frontiers, ftruck ſuch a 
Terror into them, that to pacify 
him, they ſent him their King Cris 
fin's Head. 

The Northumbrians being grie- 
vouſly oppreſſed by Toon their Earl, 
roſe up in Arms and expelled him 
their Country, Harold was fent to 
chaſtiſe them, and reſtore his Bro- 
ther. But the People made ſuch 
Remonſtrances to him of Te/tox's ill 
Government, that he interceeded for 
them with the King, obtained their 


Pardon, and procured them another 


Governor, whom they defired. This 
entirely gained him the Affections of 
the Northern People, and indeed of 
the whole Kingdom, for his Equity 
and Juſtice. But Teen bore him an 
implacable Hatred ever after; of 
whom this cruel Inſtance of Re- 
venge 1s recorded, that going to his 
Brother's Country-Houſe with his 
Attendants, he cut ſome of his Do- 
meſticks in Pieces, barrelled them 
up, and ſent them to him for a Pre- 

ſent ; 
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ſent; after which he made the beſt 


of his Way into Flanders. 


Whilſt Harold was uſing all the 
Addrefs he was Maſter of to procure 
his Succeſſion to the Crown, King 
Edward gave himſelf no Trouble 
about it, but was wholly engaged in 
building the Church and Monaſtery 
at V. o_ - He juſt lived to fee 
them' finiſhed, and the Ceremony of 


their Dedication performed in a moſt 


ſolemn Manner, and dying in the 


24th Year of his Reign, A. D. 


1065, was buried in the Sepulehre 
he had provided for himſelf in Neſt- 
minſter- Abbey, which he built. He 
was the laſt King of Egbert's Race, 
though not the laſt Szxoz King, ſince 
Harold was of that Nation, though 
not of the Blood Royal. He was 
4 Prince of but weak natural Parts, 
Eaſy and good-natured, mild and 


peaceable, very liberal to the Monks, 
and remarkable neither for his Vir. 
tues nor his Vices. He was cano- 
nized by Pope Alexander III. about 
200 Years after his Death, by the 
Name of Edward the Confiffor, though 
we don't find he ſuffered any Thing 
on Account of Religion. 

He was the firſt King who roch 
for what is now called the King's Evil, 
and many Cures are ſaid to have been 
wrought by him: But that is no 
Wonder, ſince ſeveral other Miracles 


are aſcribed to him; and one would 


think they ſhould all be hereditary, 
if that of curing the King's Evil be 
fo. What is more material, he re. 
duced the Ne. Saxon, Mercian and 
Daniſh Laws into one Body, which 
from that Time became common to 
all England, and were called the 
Laws of King Edward. | 
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CCORDING to the antient 

Uſage of the Kingdom, Ed- 
gar Atheling was the only Perſon on 
whom the Crown ſhould have de- 
volved, he being the only remaining 
Prince of the Family of the antient 
Kings. But Harold, Earl Goodwin's 
Son, had managed his Matters ſo 
well, that upon Edward's Death 
he eaſily ſtept into the Throne, The 
Manner of his doing this 1s variouſly 
related. Some Writers ſay, he was 
unanimouſly and freely elected by the 
Gmeral Aſſembly, and was crowned 
the next Day by the Archbiſhop of 
Tir. Others affirm that he com- 
peiled them to elect him, after ha- 
ving extorted his Nomination from 
the late King, as he lay a dying: 
And others again will have it, that 
he did not concern himſelf about 
the Conſent of the Great Council, 
but uſurped the Crown without any 
Manner of Ceremony, However this 
be, after he was crowned, all ac- 
knowledged him for their Sovereign, 
and obeyed him as ſuch. And what- 


| ever may be ſaid of his pwn to 


the ſupreme Authority, 1t muſt be 
owned, he had all the Qualifications 
requiſite to the forming of a great 
Prince; and if he gained the Aﬀec- 
tons of the Ns when he was 
a private Man, with a View to the 
Crown, he no leſs ſtudied to pre- 
_ Affections after he was 
ing. He did many popular Things, 
leſſened the Taxes, _ cauſed Jar. 
tice to be impartially adminiſtered. 
But though all Things were quiet 
and eaſy among his own Subjects, 
wore Storms than one were gather- 
ng againſt him from abroad. The 
Duke of Normandy had long enter- 
taned Thoughts of ſucceeding to the 
Crown of England upon Edward's 
eath, moved thereto either by the 


verbal Promiſe or Will of that 
Prince, but much more by his own 
Ambition, and was vow actually 
meditating to put his Defign in Exe- 
cution, enraged that Harold had, con- 
trary to his Oath, ſet himſelf up for 
King. But before Matters came to 
be decided by Arms between the 
Duke and Harold, his Brother Tof- 
ton, from the implacable Enmity he 
bore him, was ſeeking to diſturb his 
Government, in order to dethrone 
him. The Farl of Flanders havin 

furniſhed him with ſome Ships and 
Troops, he greatly infeſted the Zrge 


liſþ Coafts, and having plundered 


the Ie of Wight, proceeded to Sand- 
wich. But being told that the . 
was marching againſt him, he ſaile 
for the North, entered the /Tumber, 
and made a Deſcent upon Yorifhrre. 
Harold ordered Morcar Earl of Nor- 
tbumberland to oppoſe him, chuſing 
himſelf to ſtay at London to prevent 
any thing being contrived againſt 
him in favour of Ear, by thoſe 
who had a great Affection for the 
antient Royal Family. To keep 
them eaſy, and obviate their Diſcon- 
tents, he ſhewed great Reſpect to the 
Prince, created him Earl of Oxford, 
and took Care of his Education, as 
if he would have it thought that he 
intended to reſign the Crown to him 
when he ſhould be of fit Age to go- 
vern. In the mean Time Morcar, 
with the Earl of Chefer, coming up- 
on Toſton unawares, forced him to 
fly with his little Army, and return 
to his Ships. He ſteered towards 
Scotland, to ſollicit Aid there; but 
finding it to no purpoſe, he put to 
Sea again to make another Attempt 
upon England with the Forces he had; 
when by a Storm he was driven on 
the Coait of Norway, and there met 
with what he deſired. = 
For 
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having made ſome Progreſs in his 
Deſigns upon Scotland, was prepa- 
ring to —_ on his Conqueſts; when 
Tofton perſuaded him to turn his 
Arms againſt Exgland, repreſenting 
the State of Affairs there in ſuch a 
Light, as to make him believe it 
would be an eaſy Matter for him to 
make himſelf Maſter of that King- 


dom. Accordingly he with To/tor 


entered the Tyne with 500 Ships. 
Harold had raiſed a great Army to 
oppoſe the Duke of Normandy, who 
had been making great Preparations 
for his intended Invaſion ; but ha- 
ving waited all the Summer for his 
Coming, and imagining the Duke 
Had deferred his Expedition till next 
Spring, he, to ſave Expences to his 
Subjects, had juſt begun to diſband 
it for the Winter: When being ſur- 
prized by this unexpected Invaſion 


of Harfager and Toffon, he haſtily 


drew 1t together again in order to 
march againſt them. The Enemy, 
in the mean Time, having plundered 
the Country on both Sides the Tyne, 
embarked again, entered the a, 
ber, landed, and ravaged the Coun- 
try, and beſieged and took York. 
Harold having marched with all Ex- 
pedition, was now come up with 
them at Stamford Bridge, on the 
Derwent. They were poſted on the 
other Sde of the River, and were 
Maſters of the Bridge; fo that Ha- 
rold could not come at them to give 
them Battle, without firſt gaining the 
Bridge. The Engliſb attacked it with 
reat Reſolution, and it was bravely 
Jefended by the Noreegiars: But 
they could not withſtand the Efforts 
of the Erg/:;/, though encouraged by 


the Valour of one Man, who alone 


' defended the Bridge for no ſmall 
Time againſt the whole Exgliſb Ar- 
my; but at laſt being ſlain, after he 
had, as tis ſaid, killed 40 Men with 


his own Hands, Harold became Ma- 


ſter of the Bridge, and led his Army 
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over. And now a memorable Battle 
was fought, which was very bloody 
and web obftinate, laſting from Se. 
ven in the Morning till Three in the 
Afternoon, between two very nume. 
rous Armies, no leſs than 60,000 
on each Side, till at laſt the Norabe- 
gians were totally routed, and Ha- 
rold obtained a compleat Victory, 
Har fager and Taſton being both flain. 
A great and rich Booty fell into the 


Hands of the Exgliſb, and amongęſt 


the reſt, a conſiderable Quantity of 
Gold. But here King Harold was 
very impolitick : For whether it was 
to caſe the People of an Expence 
which would ſoon become neceſſary 
in the War againſt the Duke of No. 
mandy, or for whatever Reaſon it 
was, he kept the Spoils to himſelf, 
without ſharing them amongft his 
Soldiers, which raiſed ſuch Difcon- 
tents in the Army, as proved after- 
wards very detrimental to his Af- 
fairs. | : 

William Duke of Normandy had 
ſoon after King Edward's Deati 
ſent Ambaſſadors to Harold, requi- 
ring him to deliver up the Crown to 
him, and in Caſe of Refuſal, to 
charge him with Breach of Oath, 
and to declare War againſt him, 
Harold returned for Anſwer, that 
the Duke had no Right to the 
Crown, that the Oath was extorted 
from him, and ſo was null and void, 
and that he would defend his own 
Right againſt all Oppoſers. Upon 
this the Duke prepared to invade 
England, and as he found it difficult 
to raiſe Money for this Expedition 
by a publick Tax, he did it by a 
voluntary Subſcription amongſt his 
Subjects, to which ſome great Men 
leading the Way, the reſt very rea- 

ily followed their Example : But 
all being not ſufficient, he obtained 


Aſſiſtance from ſeveral neighbouring 


States. And being conſcious of the 
Weakneſs of his Title, he got the 
Pope to approve of his Deſign, " 
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texcommunicate all that ſhovld op- 

ſe him, upon promiſe, no doubt, of 
doing great Things for the Church. 
In Token of his Approbation, the 
pontiff ſent him a conſecrated Ban- 
ner, with a golden Agaus Dei, and 
one of St. Peter's Hairs. Harold 
was not behind hand in his Prepara- 
tions to give the Duke a warm Re- 
ception, but equipped a large Fleet, 
and raiſed a numerous Army, which, 
aſter waiting in vain a good while 
for the Duke, he had given Orders 
for diſbanding, - juſt before he heard 
of Harfagir and Tefton's Invaſion. 
And now, but nine Days after his 
famous Victory at Stanford Bridge, 
the Duke of Normandy, who had been 
Jong waiting for a fair Wind, land- 


ed on the 29th of Segtemnber, 1066, 


at Pevenſey, now Pemſiy, in S1fſex, 
and having built a Fort near the 
Place to favour his Retreat in Caſe 
of Neceſſity, (tho* ſome ſay he ſent 


his Ships back to Normandy, and 


others that he burnt them, to let his 
Men ſee they mutt either conquer or 
die,) he marched along the Shore, as 
far as Haſtings, where he built a ſe- 
cond and ſtronger Fort, and waited 


for the Coming of the Enemy. 
Harold was yet in the North, rec- 
tifying the Diſorders occaſioned by 


the Noræuegiant, and not expecting 
the Normans till Spring. But as 
ſoon as he was informed of their 
Arrival, he marched with the ut- 
moſt Expedition back to Lenden, 
where the Nobility came in to him, 
promiſing their Aſſiſtance; but he 
found his Army much diminiſhed by 
the Loſſes at Stanford Eridge, and by 
Multitudes deſerting thro? Diſcop- 
tent, However, having drawn all 
his Forces together, he marched and 
encamped about ſeven Miles from 
the Norman Army, reſolving to give 
them Battle. Duke William per- 
ceving this, advanced a little for- 
ward to a commodious Piece of 
Ground, that he might draw up his 


to, cloſin 


Army to the heſt Advantage. The 
Engliſb ſpent the Night in ſinging 
and caroufing, as if ſure of the Vice 
tory, and the Normans in preparing 
for the Fight, and praying to God 
for Succeſs. 

„ important Day was now 
come, the 14th of October, being 
Harold's Birth- Day, but more me- 
morable to England for one of the 


greateſt Events that ever befel it. 


The Battle began with great Fury 
and equal Bravery on both Sides. 


The Engliſb were at firſt very much 
, annoyed by the Norman Long-Bows, 
a Way. of fighting they had not been 


uſed to, which put them in ſome 


Diſorder; but recovering themſelves, 


they fo warmly engaged the Ner- 
mans, that they were forced to give 
back a little, who renewing the At- 
tack, met with as' vigorous a Re- 


ſiſtance as before, the Exgliſb having 
much the Advantage of them with 
their Bills, which were their antient 
Weapons; nor was it in the Power 


of the Normans to break their Ranks, 
which remained impenetrable,” till 
the Duke thought of a Stratagem, 
which was, for his Men to retreat 
as they were fighting, as if they were 
about to ty. This emboldened the 
Ergliſb to preſs upon the retiring 
Enemy, and in their Hagerneſs they 
broke their Ranks; and then the 


Nor mans ſtanding their Ground, and 


by a Diſcipline they had been uſed 
| g their Ranks again, fell 
on the diſordered Eng/ifſp, and made 
a terrible Slaughter of them. Ha- 
reld did all he could to rally his 


Forces, and fo far ſucceeded, as to 


draw up on a rifing Ground a good 
Body of Foot, which being joined 
by the flying Troops became very 
conſiderable. The Duke ordered this 
Body to be attacked with freſh Fury, 
but the Egli received them with 
the utmoſt Bravery, killed great 
Numbers of the Normans, and pre- 
ſerved their Ranks. The Battle had 

3 - laſted 
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66 
laſted from Seven in the Morning, 
und now Night drew on, whilſt Vic- 
_ tory as yet ſeemed to remain in Suſ⸗ 
pence. But the Duke had a Mind 
to make one Puſh more before it was 
dark, to drive the Engliſb from their 
Station. In this fatal Attack, Ha- 
rold was {lain by an Arrow ſhot into 
his Brains; at which the Engliſb be- 
ing quite diſmayed, betook. them- 
ſelves to Flight, and the Normans 
purſuing them as long as *twas Day- 
| ; ht, made a terrible Slaughter, 
killing all they could overtake. 
Garth and Lewin the King's Bro- 
thers were lain, and the Normans 
obtained a compleat Victory. 'Tnis 
important. Battle was fought near 
Heathfield in Sufſex, in the Place 
where the Town of Battle now 
. ſtands, which took its Name from 
it. The Duke loſt 6000 of his 
Men, but the Engliſb an incredible 
Number. Villiam immediately or- 
- dered his whole Army to fall on their 
- Knees, and thank God for ſo great 
a Victory, and in the Morning 
cauſed his own Dead to be buried, 
and gave the Engliſb Peaſants Leave 


to do the ſame for their Country- 


men. The Bodies of the King and 

his two Brothers being found, he 

_ - ſent them to their Mother, who bu- 

ried them in Malibam- Abbey, which 
Harold had founded. 8 

Thus fell the brave Harold, fight- 
ing valiantly not only in his own, 


but his Country's Cauſe, after a 
ſhort and turbulent Reign of nine 
Months and nine Days: And with 
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King of Ruffle, _ 


him totally ended the Empire of the 
Anglo-Saxon; in England, which be. 
gan in*the Perſon of Hengiſt above 
boo Years before. It is very re. 
markable that Villiam, in Effect, 
became Maſter of England by this 
one fortunate Blow, whereas all the 
former Invaders, Romans, Saxon, 
and Danes, conquered it, as it were, 
by Inches. The Englifs are ſaid at 
this Time to have Ak very much 
ſunk in Luxury, Idleneſs and Vice, 
which had infected all Orders of 
Men amongſt: them, as the Conſe. 
quence of a long Peace of 50 Years, 
which-had made them alſo negle&ful 
of Arms, to which ſome in great 
Meaſure aſcribe this wonderful Re- 
volution brought about by the Aer. 


mant. But *tis manifeſt the Engl; 


fought with as much. Valour as the 
Normans, tho Fortune at laſt turned 
againſt them. The feigned Retreat 
of their Enemies, and Harold's Death, 
ſeemed to be the chief Cauſes of their 
lofing the Day: Though after all we 
muſt COTE” that the Hand of Hi 


Providence was eminently concerned as 
in this grand Affair. Fa 

Harold had three Sons by his fic mo 
Wife, Edmund, Goodwin and Mag- La 
2us, Who retired into Treland after Cu 


their Father's Death; and by his ſe- 
cond Wife, a Son named Wolf, who 
was but a Child when the Battle of 
Haſtings was fought, and was after- 
wards knighted by William Rufu. 
He had alſo two Daughters, one of 
which was married to Waldena, 
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WILLIAM I. ſurnawd the Baſtard, or the Conqueror. 


\ ) 7 are now come to one of 

the moſt conſiderable Pe- 
f riods in all the Engliþ 
Hiſtory, viz, the Norman Conquelt ; 
as that Revolution introduced a new 
Face of Things in the Nation, a 
moſt remarkable Alteration in its 
Laws, Language, Manners and 
Cuſtoms; as England, after this ſur- 
prizing-Conjuncture, began to make 
a more confiderable Figure in Europe 
than ever it had done before; and 
as from hence it received a new Race 
of Kings, which either by the Male 
or Female Line has continued down 
to this very Day. Theſe Monarchs 
indeed were of ſeveral. Houſes or 
Families, according to the Princes 
or Perſons who - the Prin- 
ceſſes of England, and from ſuch 
Marriage gave Kings and Queens 
to this Nation; or according to the 
different Branches into which the 
Royal Family was divided. Thus 
the Normans began with William the 
Cengueror, the Head of the whole 
Race, and ended with Henry I. in 


whom the Male Line failed. Ste- 
pben was the only one of the Houſe 
of Blois, from the Marriage of Ade- 
la, the Congueror's fourth Daughter, 
with Stephen Earl of Bloiss The 
Plantagenets, or Houſe of Anjou, be- 
gan with Henry II. from the Mar- 
riage of Matilda or Maud, Daugh- 
ter to Henry I. with Geoffrey Planta- 
genet, Earl of Arjor, and continued 
undivided to Richard II. inclufive. 
Theſe were afterwards divided into 
the Houſes of Lancaſter and York 
the former beginning with Henry IV, 
Son of John of Gaunt Duke of Lan- 
cafter, fourth Son of Edward III. 
and ending with Henry VI. The 
latter began with Zdward IV. Son 
of Richard Duke of York, who on 
the Father's Side was Grandion to, 
Edmund de Langley fifth Son of Ed- 
award III. and by his Mother de- 
ſcended from Lionel. third Son of 
the ſaid King; and ended in Ri- 
chard III. The Family of the 72 
dors began with Henry VII. from 
the Marriage of Margaret, Great 
F2- Grand- 


| 
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Grand-daughter of, John of Gaunt, 
with Edmund Tudor Earl of Rich- 
mond; and ended with Queen El:- _ 
æabeth. The Houſe of Stuarts, be- 
gan with James I. Son of {lenry. 
Stuart Lord Daruley, and Mary 
Queen of Sets, whoſe Grandmo- 
ther was Margaret, Daughter to 
Henry VII. and ended with Queen 
Anne. M illlam III. was the only 
one of the Houſe of Orange, whole” 
Mother was Mary, Daughter to 
Charles I. The Houſe of Brunſwick 
now reigning be his late 
Majeſty King George I. whoſe Grand- 
mother was the Frinceſs Elizabeib, 
Daughter to King James IJ. Ha- 
ving made this Digreſſion, for the 
better Diſtinction of the following 
Hiſtory, I now return to my preſent 
Subject, that of William the Conqueror. 


[ 
ö 
| 
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gan with his late 


S 


William was the Seventh Duke of 


Normandy, from Rollo the firſt Duke, 
of- whom Mention has been made in 
the Reign of King Alfred. His Fa- 
ther, Duke Robert, Brother to Duke 
Richard III. was never married, but 
being charmed with -the graceful 
Mien of a young Woman, named 
Arlotla, (whence tis ſaid came the 
Word Harhr) a Skinner's Daugh- 
ter, as he ſaw her dancing with 
other Country Giris, he took her 
for his Miſtreſs, and by her had this 
William. Duke Robert, about ſeven 
Years after, taking it in his Head to, 


o on Pilgrimage to Feruſalem, be- 
ore his Departure, cauſed the States 


of Normandy to acknowledge his 
young Son for his Succeſſor ; and 
- dying in his Journey, Willizm ac- 
cordingly ſncceeded him in 1035, 
being then about nine Years of Age. 
He met with a great Deal of Trou- 
ble during his Minority, from ſeve- 
ral Pretenders to the Dukedom, as 
well as from the King of France, 
who wanted to get it into his own 
Hands; bur by his Vigour and Con- 
duct, and the Wiſdom of thoſe in 
the Adminiſtration, he got the bet- 
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ter of all his Enemies, and efta. 


bliſhed himſelf firmly in the poſſef. 


ſion of the ſovereign Authority, 


And now, in all Probability, he 
might have paſſed the reſt of his 


Pays in Peace, if his Ambition had 
not put him upon making new Ac. 
guten His having an Eye to 
the Crown of, England, it is very 
likely, was what brought him over 
hither to make a Viſit to King Ed,. 
tvard his Couſin, who had no Chil- 
dren, and who then, ttis generally 


thought, promiſed him to make a 


Will in his Favour. However, from 
this Time he began to look upon 


himſelf as having a Claim, ſuch a 
one às it was, to be Edward's Suc- 


ceſſor, and ſeemed reſolved, if all 
other Methods failed, to accompliſh 
his Deſign by Force of Arms. How 


he did this we have already ſeen, and 


his Succeſs in the memorable Battle 
of Haſtings, by which he in a Man- 


ner did his Bufineſs at once. 


The firft Thing he did after the 
Battle of Haſtings, was to lay Siege 
to Dower, in order to ſecure his Re- 
treat in Caſe of Neceſſity, and to 
have a Place from whence he might 
eaſily ſend for Jupplies from Nor- 
mandy. The Conſternation it was 
in made it ſoon ſurrender : Which 
having ordered to be more ſtrongly 
fortified, and ſpent fome Days there 
to forward the Work, he marched 
with his victorious Army for London. 
In this March it was, that, as ſome 
tell us, he was met by the Kentiſß 
Men, with each a green Bough in 
his Hand, ſo that they ſeem'd like a 
moving Wood, which at firſt ſome- 
what ſurprized him; but he ſoon 
found the Meaning of it, and that 
they were only come to offer their 
Submillion, and to demand the Pre- 
ſervation of their antient Rights; 
which, *tis ſaid, he granted. But 
this Story is looked upon by the 
moſt judicious Writers to be a down- 
right Forgery. 


In 
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In the mean Time the City of 
Tondon was in the utmoſt Confuſion, 
ſome being for one Thing, and ſome 
for another, nor could they by any 
Means agree in their Opinions. 
Among other Projefts, ſome were 
for placing Edgar Atheling on the 
Throne, and the Earls Edwin and 
Morcar, who had retired to Lond-n 
after the Battle of Haſtings, were at 
the Head of this Party, But all 
they could do was to prevail on the 
Citizens to ſhut up their Gates a- 
gainſt William, till they could fix on 
ſome Reſolation. The Duke by this 
Time was come to Southwark, and 
there he encamped, and lay ſome 
Days expecting the voluntary Sub- 
miſſion of London; but on the con- 


trary, Edwin and Morcar too this 


Opportunity to ſpirit up the Citizens 
to make a Sally upon the Normans ; 
which they did, but it was eaſily re- 
pulſed, This made the Duke ſen- 
üble it was neceſſary to take more 
* Methods; and as a Siege, 
which might have laſted a great 
while, would have been very incon- 
venient in his preſent Circumſtances, 
he reſolved to lay hold on the Con- 
fternation the City was then in, to 
ſubdue them by Terror rather than 
by Force. To this End he poſted 


himſelf at Walling ford, and ſent out 


Detachments to plunder the Coun- 
ties near London, to frighten the Ci- 
tizens, and to cut them off from Pro- 
viſions; and at the ſame Time burnt 
Southwark to the Ground, The 
two Earls above-mentioned ſtill la- 
boured hard for Edgar, and the Ma- 
Jority of the People were on their 
Side; but their Meaſures were bro- 
ken by the Clergy then in London, 
and the two Archbiſhops at their 
Head, who were for ſubmitting to 
the Duke, and had formed a ſtrong 
Party among the Citizens for that 


Purpoſe :. So that Edwin and Morcar, 


inding they could not prevail, retired 
into the North ; - and immediately 


* 


after, the two Archbiſhops, with 
the Biſhop of Vincheſter, and Lagar 
himſelf, went over to the Duke, 
who was then at Berthamſtead; and 
their Example was ſoon followed hy 
a great many Perſons of Diſtinction. 
But the Londoners being ſtill unre- 
ſolved, the Duke drew nearer the 
City, as if with a Deſign to beſiege 
it: Upon which the Magiſtrates, 
deſpairing of being able to defend it 
in the Midſt of the preſent Confu- 
ſion, went out and met him, and 
preſented him with the Keys of the 
Gates. And then, after holding a 
Conſultation with the Prelates and 
Nobles who had before ſubmitted, 
they waited on him in a Body, and 
made him an Offer of the Crown. 
He pretended at firſt to. heſitate, as 
if he had forgot what he came a- 
bout, and defired Time to conſult 
with his Friends; whoſe Advice, as 
might eaſily be forefeen, being a- 
greeable to his Wiſhes, he told the 
Engliſh Lords and Magiſtrates of 
London, that he was ready to yield 
to their Requeſt : And ſo he accept- 
ed the Crown as their Gift; and this 


is certain, that tho? he has the Title 


of Congueror given him, he never 


openly pretended te hold the Crown 


by right of Conqueſt. . ; 
Though this was but a forced E- 
lection, and without the Conſent of 
the reſt of the Nation, yet William 
was crowned at London on Chriſtmas- 
Day, having firſt cauſed a Fort to be 
built, which he garriſoned with Nor- 
mans, becauſe he ſtill ſuſpeRed the 
Citizens, The Ceremony was per- - 
formed by Aldred, Archbiſhop of 
York, becauſe Stigand, Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury, lay under a Suſpen- 
ſion from Rome, and William had 
not yet a Mind to diſpleaſe the 
Pope. The Archbiſhop addreſſing 
himſelf to the Engliſh, aſked them, 
whether they „ have the Duke 


of Normandy for their King? And 
the Biſhop of Conſtance put the ſame. 


F3, Queſtion 
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Queſtion to the Normans, by which 
it was plain that *rwas William's 
Deſigu to ſettle them here. They 
both having conſented with loud 
Acclamations, the Archbiſhop plac'd 
the Duke on the Throne, and ad- 


miniſtered to him the Oath, uſually 
taken by the Saxon Kings; which 


in : Subſtance was, To protect the 
Church and it: Miniſters, to govern 
the Nation with Equity, to enatt 145 
Laws, and cauſe them to be duly ob- 
Served, and to forbid all Rapines and 
anjuſt Tudements, What was moſt 
ſurprifing, and ſaved William a 
World of Trouble, which in all 
Appearance he had ſtill to go thro), 
was, that as ſoon as ever it was 
known that he had been crowned at 
London, he was immediately without 
any Oppoſition acknowledged for 
King perth, 4 the whole — 
So wonderfully did every Thing 
concur to bring about this great Re- 
yolution ! 4 | 
King William, a few Days afte 
his Coronation, retired from London 
to Berking, where Multitades came 
and ſubmitted to him, and among 
the reſt Edævin and Morcar. He re- 
ceived them in a moſt fayourable 
Manner, aſſured them of his Pro- 
tection, and in their Preſence gave 
Prince Eagar large Poſſeſſions, who 
was ſo beloved by the Fugliſb, that 
he. was generally called Zzpland”s 
arling. Sqon after, he laid the 
oundation of a Church and Mo- 
naſtery in the Place where Harold 
was flain, and ordered that the Mo- 
naſtery, when finiſhed, ſhould be 
call'd Batele- Abbey. In the Begin- 
ning of his Goyernment he uſed 
great Moderation 4owards the Eug- 
4 , and expreſſed a tender Regard 
For them; and the three firſt Months 
of his Reign paſſed to their great 
tis faction, But this ſhort Time of 


Tranquillity and mutual Confidence 
_ was fol owed by Jealouſy, Miſtruſt 
ang Severity on the King's Side, 


and frequent Revolts and Commo- 
tions on the People's; in which, 
whether the King was moſ to blame 
or the People, cannot eaſily be de. 
termined, by reaſon of the-Partiality 


of Writers on each Side, according 


as they ſtood affected. This how. 
ever is certain, that the Znglihh were 
ill treated by this King, that he 
ſhewed great Partiality to the Mor- 
mans, and ruled the Natives with a 
deſpotic Sway, exercifing many AQs 
of Severity upon them, and treating 
them to all Intents and Purpoſes as 
a conquered People. Tis certain 
alſo, that there were many Revolts, 
and Attempts to ſhake off the Mor- 
man Yoke ; but that they all proved 
ineffectual, and ſerved only for 2 
Handle to yet greater Acts of ſeve- 
rity, as will appear from a Brief 
Recital of Facts. 

The Beginning of the Vear 106), 
Kin 2 without any other 
viſible Reaſon than to diſplay his 
new Grandeur among his old Sub- 
jects, went over to Normanay, taking 


with him ſuch Ezgliþ Lords as he 


moſt ſuſpeQed, to prevent any Thing 


being done to his Prejudice in his 
Adſence; for which Reaſon alſo he 


p'aced ftrong Garriſons of Normans 
in all the Caftles. His Brother Ot, 
Biſhop of Bayeux, and William Fitz- 
Ohorn, were intruſted with the Go- 
vernment of the Kingdom ; and 
theſe ſticking at no Methods to 
enrich themſelves, exceedingly op- 
preſſed the Engliſh, and proceeded 


in ſuch a Manner, that one would 


almoſt think they bad Orders for 
what they did, that the People might 
be ſtirred up to revolt, and ſo there 
might be fome plauſible Pretence to 
treat them with the more Severity, 
by taking away their Eſtates, and 
other Methods, by which the King 
might have jt in his Power the bet- 
ter to reward his Normans. Be this 
as it will, the Kentiſpmen at this 
Tm op (> racover thei - 
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erty, and called to their Aſſiſtance 


Iuſſace Earl of Boloign, who failing 
in his Project of ſurprizing Dower 


Caſtle, retired to his Ships, and left 


the Kentiſpmen to the Mercy of the 


Regents. Earic Forgſter, an Engliſh 


Lord, alſo took up Arms in Here- 


fordſhire, and cruelly treated all the 
Normans that fell into his Hands. 


This haſtened the King's Return to 


England, who, inſtead of uniſhing ; 


the Regents, approved of their Con- 
duct, to the no ſmall Diſcontent and 
Mortification of the Engliſh. 

The King was naturally covetous, 
and greedy to hoard up Money: 


His great Armament had run him. 


vaſtly in Debt; and he now thought 
it high Time to reward thoſe who 
had aſſiſted him in his Expedition, 
according to their Expectations. For 
theſe Reaſons he, in 1068, revived 
the Tax, formerly called Danegeld, 
which was levied upon the . poor 
Ergliſþ with all imaginable Rigour. 
And now InſurreQions and Revolts 
followed in abundance. The Inha- 
bitants of Exeter refuſing to take 
the Oath to the King, and to admit 
a Norman Garriſon, William was pre- 
paring to beſiege it in Form, and 
the Citizens had no other Courſe to 
take but to implore his. Mercy. At 
the earneſt Intreaties of the Clergy 
he pardoned them, how much ſoe ver 
in his own Mind he was againſt it: 
And to keep them in Order for the 
future, he cauſed a Caftle to be built 
in the City, and garriſoned it with 
Normans,” © Fes 

The late Tax not being ſufficient 
for the Purpoſes before mentioned, 
the King had Recourſe to other Ex- 
pedients, which greatly increaſed the 
Diſcontents of he Engliſh. He fent 


Commiſſioners into all Parts, to in- 


quire who had ſided with Harold, 


and to confiſcate their Eſtates. 


Edwin and Morcar, provoked at 
this Treatment of the Enuglilb, re- 
volted, and having rai my. 

ed, and having raiſed an Army, k 


— 
at] 


which 


\ 


were re- inforced by Bl:thawin King 


of Wales with a good Number of 


Troops. But the King marching 


with all Expedition againſt them, 
with a great Superiority of Forces, ' 
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broke all their Meaſures; upon 


which the two Earls ſubmitted, and. 


were pardoned. But this Act of 
ſeeming Clemency 


in the Rebellion loſt-all its Effect, 


by his ſeverely puniſhing others Who 
were leſs guilty : Ie he cauſed - 


ſeveral who had no Hand in the 
Revolt to be ſhut up in Priſon; 
ſpread a Terror through the. 
Nation, as did alſo his building Caſ- 


tles in divers Places, which, *twas . 
. eaſy to perceive,” were deſigned to 


over-awe the Egli. There were 


indeed, as may well be ſuppoſed, 


great Animoſities between them and 


the Normans, the latter behaving to- 
wards the Engliſh much as the Danes + 


formerly did, and being counte- 
nanced in their Inſults by the King, 
whilſt the Complaints of the Eagliſb 
were not at all regarded. The Con- 


ſequence was, that many Murders 


were committed on both Sides, and 
an Edict was publiſhed purely in fa- 
vour of the Normans. 

Morcar and ſeveral other Lords, 


to the Leaders - 


- 
” 


— 


miſtruſting the Sincerity of the King's 


Behaviour towards them, retired in- 


to Scotland, and prevail'd upon Prince 
Eagar to go along with them, with 
his Mother and Siſters. The Ki 

of Scotland received them with all 


King Henry II. in whom the Royal 


due Reſpect, and married Margaret, 
Edgar's Eldeſt Siſter, from whom 
deicended Matilda, Grand- mother of 


Families of the Saxons and Normans 


were united. . 


to greater Acts of Severity, reſolving, 
dy K it 
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fram their Reſentment. With this 
View, it is ſaid, he forbad them to 


have any Lights in their Houſes af- 


ter Eight o' Clock at Might, order- 
ing a Bell to be rung at that Hour, 
which was called the Curfeaw, from 
Coreurefeu, 1. e. Cover-fire, at the 
Sound of which they were obliged, 
under ſevere Penalties, to put out 
their Fires and Candles, It muſt be 
own'd indeed, that this Affair of the 
Curfew 1s not ſupported by any com- 
petent Authority, But this is cer- 
tain; that after the Nortbambrian 
Malcontents had called in the Dares, 


whoſe General, Ohorn, the King of 


Denmark's Brother, King William 
brib'd by large Preſents to go off, 
he ſnewed no Mercy towards the 
Evgliſh ; but after having, for a 
Terror to the reſt, ravaged the 
whole Country between. York and 


Durbam, ſo as not to leave a Houſe. 


ſtanding, he removed all the Eng; 
from their Poſts, took away their 
Eſtates, ſeized upon all the Fiefs of 
the Crown, and gave them to the 
Nermang, from 5 

many of the great Families at this 
Day in Eagland. After this memo- 


rable Period we hear no more of 


Egaldirmans or Thanes, Saxen Terms, 
but of Coxrts or Earls, Viſcounts, 
Barons, Vavaſſirs, &c. from the 


Nerman or French Tongue; and 


from this Time it may be ſaid, that 
England became Norman. 

The Clergy expected great Things 
from this King, and therefore were 
the moſt forward to ſubmit to him 
after the Battle of Haſtings; but 
they were diſappointed : For il. 


Gam now put the Church-Lands 


upon the ſame Footirg with the reſt, 
odliging them to furniſh a certain 
Number of Men for his Wars, tho' 
by the Charrers of the Saxon Kings 
they were exempted from all mili- 
tiry Service. He quarter'd his Troops 
upon the Monaiteries, and obliged 
the Monks to ſupply them wi 


i 


om are deſcended. 
Limits of the Je. 


th Ne- 


ceſſaries. He, moreover, ſeized UP» 
on the Money and Plate in the Reli. 
gious Houſes, under Pretence that the 
Rebels had concealed their valuable 


Effects there; and. depoſed ſeveral 


Biſhops and Abbots that he did not 
like, putting Normans or other Fo. 


reigners in their Room. | 
In 1074, a great Number of 


Malcontents betook themſelves to 
the Je of Eh, ſtrongly fortified 
it, and choſe Hereavard, one of 
the braveſt Soldiers in the King. 


dom, for their Leader. The King. 


was very much alarmed at this 


Proceeding, and marching in all: 


Haſte, block'd the Rebels up in the 


Jie. They were ſo well fortify'd, 
that he could not come at them, 
and had ſo good a Store of Provi- 


ſions, that a long Time would be 


required to ſtarve them out. And 


ſo having continued the Siege, or 
Blockade, for a great while to no 


Purpoſe, he bethaught himſelf of 


an Expedient, which did his Buſi- 
neſs effectually; which was to ſeize 


on the Mancurs belonging to the 


Monaſtery, which were without the 


Abbot and Monks, in order to re- 
cover their Poſſeſſions, delivered up 


the Ve, and all that were in it, into 


the Hands of the King. Hereward 
alone eſcaped : As to the reſt, ſome 
had their Fyes put out, or their 
Hands cut off, and others were thrown 
into divers Priſons ; among the reſt, 


 Egelric Biſhop of Durham, who had 


been ſo bold as to excommunicate. 


the King, was ſtarved to Death in 


Priſon. 


The King of Scerland had taken 
the Opportunity of the Troubles in 


England, to invade the Northern 
.. Counties, which he ravaged in 2 
cruel Manner. But as ſoon as the. 
Affair of Zly was over, King il. 
. iam marched againſt him. The 
Seetch King hereupon retired into 
Sco;tand, but William foilowed. bim 


thither. 


Upon this the 
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hither. He not being willing to ed. Notwithſtanding which, ſoon 
hazard a Battle in his own Country, after his Return, the Earl was ap- 
offered to accommodate Matters by prehended, beheaded, and buried un- 
2 Treaty; which William agreed to, der the Scaffold, and many of the 
and obliged the Scotch King to do innocent Engliſh, who were not at 
him Homage, which moſt Poway all concerned in the Conſpiracy, were 
was only. for Cumberland, though ſeverely puniſhed, as well as the 
ſome Engliſh Writers ſay it was Be guilty Normans. | 
all Scotland. _ | King William now enjoyed ſome 
In 1073, Philip King of France, Tranquillity, but in the Year 1077 
being jealous of the Greatneſs of more Work was cut out for him a- 
King William, on a ſudden invaded. broad. For his eldeſt Son Nobert, 
Normandy without any Declaration inſtigated by the King of France, 
of War. Upon which Milliam went rebelled: againſt him in Normandy, 
over with a great Army, with which and endeavoured to make himſelf 
he retook Mans and the whole Pro- Maſter of that Duchy. William 
vince of Maine; and Philip ſoon went over, and his Son perſiſted in 
growing weary of the War, con- his Oppoſition, and in the Heat of 
cluded a Peace with King William. an Engagement wounded him in the 
Prince Edgar, about this Time, Arm without knowing him, and 
came to the King out of Scotland, diſmounted him. But when he knew 
implored his Pardon, and ſubmitted, it was his Father, he alighted, ſet 
The King received him very gra- him upon his own Horſe, and ſub- 
cioully, and gave him an Allowance mitted intirely to his Mercy. l. 
of a Pound of Silver a Day. From liam brought him with him into 
this Time he continued in Obedi- England, and in the Year 1080 ſent 
ence, and gave the King no farther him againft the Scots, who had re- 
Diſturbance. © * - newed their Incurſions. But this 
Whilſt Villiam was in Normandy, War alſo ended in a Treaty be- 
Pope Gregory VII. ſent his Nuncio tween the two Nations, and' there 
to ſummon him to do him Homage was nothing remarkable in this Ex- 
for his Kingdom, pretending it to pedition but Robert's founding the 
be a Fief of the Holy See. But Town of Newwca/tle-upon-Tine. A- 
Villiam told the Nuncio, that he bout which Time alſo King William 
held his Crown of none but God built the famous Tower of London, 
and his Sword ; and publiſhed an to be a Check upon the Citizens, 
Bli&, forbidding all his Subjects to whom he all along ſuſpected. | 
own any Pope but whom he firſtal- Soon after the Peace with Sco« 
lowed of, and to receive any Orders land, William turned - his Arms a- 
from Rome without his Licence. ainſt the Welfp, who had made 
During the King's Abſence, ſome ſome Incurũons into his Domini- 
Uguſted Norman Lords formed a ons: Upon which the Velſb Princes 
Conſpiracy to depoſe him, and pre- ſubmitted, and became his Tribu- 
vent his Return, and drew Earl Val. taries. 
thif, the only Engliſh Lord the -Let us now ſee, in few Words, 
King retained in his Favour, into how William managed his domeſtic 
the Plot. But he ſoon repenting, Affairs in Time of Peace. He did 
Went over and diſcovered it to the all he could to introduce the Norman 
King, before it came to any Head, Language into England, cauſed the 
nploring at the ſame Time his Par- Saxon Laws to be tranſlated into 
on, which the King readily grant- Norman, and publiſhed his own Laws 
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with the utmoſt Fury, but it occa. 
honed his Death. For having made 


in that Tongue, and commanded it 
to be taught in all Schools. The 
Effect was, that in common Uſe, a 
third Language was by Degrees in- 
troduced, which was neither Eugliſb 
nor Norman, but a Mixture of both. 
- He erected new Courts of Juſtice, 
before unknown to the Englicb, and 
very incommodious to them, and 
ordered all Law Proceedings there to 
be in the Norman Tongue. He had 
an immenſe Revenue; and that he 
might know what every Man was to 
y him out of his Eſtate and Ef- 
Qs, he ordered a general Survey 
to be made, not only of his own 
Lands, but of all the Lands in Eng- 
Jand, as alſo what every Man was 
worth in Money, Stock of Cattle, 
Sc. All which was ſet down in a 
Book, called Doom's-Day Book, which 
to this Day 1s preſerved in the Ex- 
cheguer. As he was very fond of 
Hunting, he diſpeopled the Country 
in Hanpſbire for above 30 Miles in 
Compaſs, demoliſhing both Churches 
and Houſes, to make a Foreft for 
his Diverſion, which was called 
' New-Foreft. In ſhort, all his Ac- 
tions favoured of a moſt arbitrary 
and abſolute Prince. | 
William having enjoyed a Tran- 
quillity of ſeveral Years, every one 
thought he would have ended his 
Days in Peace. But all on a ſudden 
he makes vaſt Preparations, goes 
over to Normandy, and enters upon 
a fierce War againſt France. A Truce 
ſoon enſued, which was broke by an 
unlucky Jeſt of King Philip. William 
being grown very fat and unwieldy, 
was paſſing through a Courſe of Phy- 
ſick, when one coming to Philip 
from Roan, he aſked him, Whether. 
the King of England vas delivered 
get of his great Belly? William being 
told of this, was ſo enraged, that he 
ſent him Word, that as ſoon as he 
was up, he would offer in the Church 
of Notre Dame at Paris, lo, ooo 
Lances by. way of Wax-Lights. 


Accoraingly he renewed the War 


great Ravages, and beſieged and 


took Mantes, he ordered it to be 


burnt to the Ground: When Rand. 
ing too near the Fire, the Weather 
being alſo very hot, and in his Re. 
turn to Roan having bruiſed the Rim 


of his Belly againſt his Saddle, he 


fell into a Fever, which carried him 
off on the gth of September, 1087, 
in the 61ſt Year of his Age, after 
having reigned in Normandy 52 Years, 
and 21 in &#ngland. He was Ln in 
the Abbey-Church at Caen, which he 
himſelf had founded. Tis very re- 
markable, that when this great 
Prince was going to be interred, a 
Norman Gentleman forbad the Bu- 
rial, becauſe the Ground on which 
the Church ſtood was his, which the 
Deceaſed had never paid him for: 
And, actording to the Laws of Nor- 
mandy, they were obliged to make 
him Satisfaction before the Corpſe 
could be buried. 

As this Prince's Character has 
been variouſly drawn, I ſhall leave 
the Reader to judge of it from his 
Actions, which I have repreſented 
with all the Impartiality I could, 
from which it ſeems he had a great 
Mixture of good and bad Qualities, 
As to his Perſon, he was tall and 
well proportioned in his ycvnger 
Years ; and fo ſtrong," that tis {aid 
none but himſelf could bend bis 
Bow. His-Courage-and Policy are 


not to be queſtioned, and ?tis cer- 


tain, he was indefatigable in exe- 
cuting whatever he deſigned. When 
he lay on his Death-Bed, he ſeemed 
to reflect ſerioufly on his paſt Ac- 
tions, and to view them in a diffe- 
rent Light from what he had done 
in the Time of his Health and Vi- 
our. He ordered great Sums of 
oney to be pivey to the Poor, and 
to the Churches, particularly for tt: 
building thoſe he had burnt at Man- 
tes. He releaſed all the 3 


among the reſt Morcar and Ulneth, 
which laſt was King Harold's Bro- 
ther, and had been detained in Nor- 


one of the Hoſtages given by Good- 
win to King Edward. Then or- 


bout his Bed, he made a long Ha- 
rangue to them, weak as he was, 
wherein he talked much of the Re- 

atation he had acquired by his mi- 
— Atchievements. Yet he could 
not help owning he had 1 
uſurped the Crown of England, and 
was guilty of all the Blood ſpilt on 
that Oecaſion. And though he ſaid 
he durſt not bequeath àa Crown, 
which of Right was none of his, 


yet he recommended William, his 


h the ſecond ſurviving Son, for his Suc- 
for: ceſſor, and did all in his Power to 
Ner- ſecure the Crown to him. 

make He had three other Sons beſides 


'orpfe Wilkam by his Wife Matilda, Daugh- 
ter to the Earl of Flauders. To 


mandy a great many Years, being 


dering his-chief Officers to ſtand a- 


but left it to the 5 8 of God; 


WILLIAM I. 75 


Robert the eldeſt he gave the Duchy 
of Normandy. Richard was killed 
by a Stag in New Forget. To his 
youngeſt Son Henry he bequeathed 
an Annuity of 5000 Marks. And 


when the young Prince complained, - 


as not being pleaſed with his Portion, 
tis ſaid his Father told him, by a pro- 
phetick Spirit, that the Dominions 
of his two Brothers ſhould be one 


Day united in him: Which indeed 


came to paſs; though tis not at all 


likely that God ſhould reveal his 


Will in any extraordinary Manner 
to a Prince of Villiam's Character. 
He had alſo ſix Daughters by the 
ſame Matilda; Cecily, Abbeſs of 
Caen; Conſtance, married to the 
Duke of Bretaign; Adeliza, pro- 
miſed to Harold when he was in 
Normandy, died young; Adela, mar- 
ried to the Earl of Blois; Gundred, 
to William Warren, Earl of Surrey ; 
and Agatha, eſpouſed to Alphonſo, 
King of Galicia. «5 
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WILLIAM II. ſarnamed Rufus. 


3 


IL LIAN, during his Fa- 

: \ * ther's laſt Illneſs in Nor- 
| mandy, was concertingMea- 
ſares in Zng/and to ſecure his Suc- 


ceſſion to the Crown. Though it 


was the Corqueror's Defire that he 
ſhould ſucceed him, yet there was 
great Danger of a Party being for- 
med againſt him in favour of his 
elder Brother Robert. But as Robert 
was out of the Kingdom, William 
with the more Eaſe accompliſhed his 
Deſigns ; and by the Management 
of Lanfranc, Archbiſhop of Canter- 
Sur, who had great Intereſt among 
Englifh and Nor- 


ing Lords of both Nations, and by 
the Favour of Eudo the High Trea- 


ſurer, he aſcended the Throne, and 


was crowned eighteen Days after his 
Father's Death, Sept. 27, 1087. 

He was ſurnamed Rufus from his 
being red-haired, and was now thirty 
Years old. He was remarkable for 
no good Quality but his Courage, 
Which however for the moſt Part 
was more like the Fierceneſs of a 


7 


2 


wild Beaſt than the Bravery of 2 
Hero. Hg@was very illnatured, and 
a perfect Brute in his Behaviour, 
was wholly indifferent as to Religi- 
on, and had no Regard for Honour 
or Honeſty, He was greedy of Mo- 
ney, but it was to ſquander it away 
upon idle Expences. In fine, he 
had all kis Father's Vices with- 
out his Virtues, and Hiſtorians agree 
in repreſenting him as bad a Prince 
as ever fat on the Engliſh Throne, 
Theſe Hiſtorians were indeed Monks 
and Ecclefiafticks, who might be 
prejudiced againſt him for his ſeiz- 
ing the Revenues of the Church. 
However, as ſcarce any Action of 
his Life deferves Commendation, 
thetr Repreſentations ſeem to be but 
too well founded. His Intereſt in- 
deed obliged him to put on the Mak 
for ſome Time at the Beginning of 
his Reign, and his affecting to be 
guided by the Counſels of Lanfraut 
made the Exgliſb expect a Change 

for the better, : 
In 1088, a formidable Conſpiracy 
was {et up againſt him by his oy 
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(04, Biſhop of Bayeux, who hated 
Lanfranc, and could not endure to 
ſee him in ſo great Favour. The 
Deſign was to depoſe William, and 
ſet Robert on the Throne. Several 
Norman Lords and Biſhops joining 
in the Plot, and many of the Eng- 
Ii alſo being prevailed on to favour 
it, when they thought Matters were 
ripe, they invited Robert to come 
over, who promiſed ſoon to be with 


them. The Confpirators then for- 


tifed themſelves in ſeveral Places, 
and Villiam ſeem'd to be in a moſt 
dangerous Situation. But Robert's 
Indolence and dilatory Temper, who 
did not come over with his Forces as 
was expected, gave him Time to ex- 
tticate himſelf out of this Danger. 
He firſt gained over the Engliſb by 
Larfranc's Intereſt : Then he fitted 
out a Fleet, 'and marched againſt 
04: and the other Rebels with an 
Army of Engliſhmen, took Pewven/ey, 
Richefter and Durham, and the other 
Places where they had ſhut them- 
ſelves up, broke all their Meaſures, 
and entirely diſpelled the threaten- 
ing Storm. 

Tho' William was indebted to the 
Engliſh for having by their Means 
cruſhed this Conſpiracy, and tho? he 
had made them many fair Promiſes, 
yet it was no ſooner over but he be- 
gan to oppreſs them even worſe than 
lis Father had done. Of this Lan- 
franc reſpectfully admoniſbed him, 
putting him in Mind of his Pro- 
niſes. JV/Hliam was diſpleaſed at 
tlis, and angrily aſked him with an 
Oath, Wherher à King could heep all 
bis Promiſe; ? From this Time the 


(od Archbiſhop was quite out of 


avour, and died quickly after. And 
mow William threw off all Reſtraint, 
nd ſpared no Methods for raiſing 
Money to ſatisfy his vain Expences. 
To this End he ſeized upon the va- 
nt Benefices, and after he had 
pped them of every Thing he 
ould turn into Money, he ſold them 


I 


to the higheſt Bidder. He ęized 
upon the Temporalities of the See 
of Canterbury, and kept them in his 


Hands four Years ; and did the ſame 


by all the other Biſhopricks that be- 
came void in his Reign. 
Soon after, William, to be re- 


. venged on his Brother Robert for the 


late Conſpiracy, and perhaps from a 
Deſire of enjoying all his Father's 
Dominions, invaded Normandy, and 
made himſelf Maſter of ſeveral Pla- 
ces. Robert implored Aid of the 
King of France, who came to his 
Aſſiſtance; but Villiam having found 
Means to bribe him, he retired with- 
out doing any Thing, and William 
proceeded to take more Places, and 
bribed ſome of the Burghers of Roar 


to undertake the delivering it into 


his Hands. But Prince Henry join- 
ing his Brother Robert, ſav'd it; for 
entering the City on a ſudden, he 
ſeized the Chief of the Conſpirators, 
and threw him headlong from a 
Tower. Which bold Stroke not only 
preſerved the Capital, but in effect 
all No: mandy. For William ſoon af- 
ter, in 1og1, was abliged to ſtrike 
up a Peace with Duke Nobert, on 
this Condition, among others, That 
upon either of the Brothers dying 
without Heirs, the Survivor ſhould 
ſucceed to all his Dominions. 


_ Whilſt William was in Normandy, ' 


Malcelm, King of Scotland, made 
an Incurſion into Northumberland, 
and Hilliam, at his Return, reſolved 
to revenge this Inſult. He artfully 
induced his Brother Robert to come 
over and accompany him in this 
Expedition, fearing he ſhould in his 
Abſence ſeize on thoſe Caſtles in 
Normandy, that he held by the late 
Treaty. His Army ſuffered greatly 
by ſeveral Diſaſters in Scetland; but 
Malcolm fearing the ill Conſequences 
of a War in his own Country, ſent 
William Propoſals for an Accommo- 


dation, which were readily accept- 


ed, and the Scotch King obliged 
bim- 
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himielf to pay the ſame Homage to 
the King of England he had former- 
ly done. But Robert perceiving he 
was only amuſed by his Brother, to 


draw him into this 1 


turned home greatly diſguſted. 
About this Time Robert Fitz- 
Humon, Gentleman of the King's 
Bedchamber, conquered Clamorgan- 
ire, and flew Rees the Velſb King. 
He beſtowed upon twelve Knights, 
who aſſiſted him in the Expedition, 
twelve Manours, which were en- 
joy'd by them and their Poſterity. 
The King continued his arbitrary 
Proceedings, and oppreſſed his Sub- 
jets, Normans as well as Englifh, 
more and more every Day, which 
made them all wiſh for his Death, 
as the only Remedy to the Evils, 
they groaned under. And now they 
thought their Wiſhes were going to 
be accompliſhed : For in 1093, a 
dangerous Diſtemper ſeized him at 


© Gloucefter, ſo that he himſelf thought 


his End approaching ; and the Fear 


ever recovered, to reform all that 
had been amiſs in his Government. 
The Biſhops laying hold of the good 
Diſpoſition he was now in, exhorted 
him to fill up the vacant Sees, which 
he complied with, and particularly 
made Anſelm Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury, between whom and the King 
there were afterwards great Conteſts, 
Anſelm being a warm Aſſertor of the 


_ Rights of the Church, and King 
William being not over-ſcrupulous 


in ſuch Matters; who being reco- 


all his good Reſolutions, returned to 
his old Courſes, retracted, as far as 
was in his Power, the good Orders 
he had given in his Sickneſs, and 
even increaſed the Abuſes of Go- 
vernment, inſtead of correcting them. 
The Scots again renewing their In- 
curſions and Ravages, Robert de Moww- 


fell upon them unexpectedly, defeat- 
4 


of Death made him reſolve, if he 


vered of his Illneſs, preſently forgot 


Eray, Governor of the Northern Parts, 


ed them, and flew Malcolm and E. 
award his eldeft Son, 55 | 
In 1094, we again find King JJ}. 
liam at War with his Brother Robert 
in Normandy, who, as William had 
not performed his Part of the late. 
Treaty, ſeem'd reſolved to take from 
him the Places he held there. Be. 
ing aflifted by the King of Franc, 
he gained ſeveral Advantages over 
William, who at laſt had Recourſe 
to his old Artifice, and bribed the 
French King to draw off his Forces; 
in order to raiſe Money for which 
Purpoſe he ſent Orders into England 
for levying 20,000 Men, and to im- 
preſs ſuch as were of ſome Subſtance, 
and did not care to leave their Fami- 
lies. When they were juſt going to 
imbark, they were diſcharged upon 
paying ten Shillings a Man, which 
they readily did, and by this Arti- 
fice Villiam raiſed 10, ooo. Robert 
now in all Likelihood would have 
loft all his Dominions, if the King 
had not been obliged to return on a 
ſudden to repreſs the Y/þ, who 
were ravaging Shropſhire and Cheſpire, 
At his Approach they retired among * 
the Mountains and inacceſſible Places, 
and Villiam purſuing them too far, 
loſt more of his Men or he de- 
froyed of the Enemy's » and all he 
could do was to rebuil- be Caſtle 
of Montgomery, which bh; been de- 
moliſhed. | | 
A little after he ſuppreſſed a dan- 
erous Conſpiracy of Robert de Mow- 
ray, Who 8 diſguſted at the 
King's not rewarding him for the 
Service he had done, as he thought 
he deſerved, was concerting Mea- 
ſures with other diſcontented Lords 
to depoſe him; but the King com- 
ing ſuddenly upon them, Mowbray 
was taken and clapp'd up in Priſon; 
and of the reft of the Conſpirators 
ſome were ſtript of their Eſtates, 
ſome had their Eyes put out; abd 
none eſcaped ſome Kind of Puniſt- 
ment or other. 1 
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In 1096 the Project of the N 

War was ſet on foot y Pope Urban 5 
in which ſo many Princes of Chriften- 
aum engaged. Fhe Deſign of it was 
to recover the Holy Land out of the 
Hands of the Saratenz. The Badge 
of thoſe who went to it was a Red 
Croſs wrought in their Garments, 
whence they were termed Croz/es, 
and the Expedition the Cruſade. 
Robert Duke of Normandy was one 
of the Princes Who engaged in it, 
and to defray the Expences of his 
Undertaking, he mortgaged his Du- 
chy to his Brother the King of Eng- 
land, for a Sum of Money, which 
William raiſed on his Subjects by the 
moſt oppreſſive Methods imaginable. 
In 1098 William rebuilt London 
Bridge, raiſed a new Wall round the 
Tower, and erected the famous Hall 
at Meſtminſter, which though ſo large, 
he found fault with it, and ſaid *twas 
ſcarce big enough for a King's Bed- 
chamber. The raiſing Money for 


theſe Works was a great Oppreſſion 
on the Subjects. | 


The next Year Villian went over 
ad relieved Mans, As he was go- 


AM II. * I 
ing to imbark, the Wind being con- 
trary, the Maſter of the Ship repre- 
ſented the Danger of then putting to 


Sea. But William aſked him, If be 
ever heard of a King's being drowned? 
and compelled him to proceed. 


But tho he was not to be drowned, 


he was not however to die a natural 


Death. For being hunting one Day 
in New-Foreft, he was accidentally, 


or otherwiſe, ' ſhot with an Arrow 


into the Heart, by Walter Tyrrel, a 
French Knight, as he was, ſeemingly 
at leaſt, ſhooting at a Deer; and 
dropt down dead immediately. This 
was on Aug. 2, 1100, in the 44th 
Year of his Age, after a Reign of 
near 13 Years, He was buried at 
Wincheſter, (where his Tomb. ſome- 
what raiſed from the Ground, re- 
mains to this Day) and the Nation 
rejoiced at being delivered from ſuch 
a headftrong and furious King. 

In his Reign a great Inundation 
of the Sea overflowed the Coaſt of 
Kent, and covered the Lands for- 
merly belonging to Earl Goodwin. 


| Theſe are now called the Goodawin- 


Sends, ſo dangerous to Ships. 
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HE N R Y I. furnamed Beau-Clerc. 


F the Zngli/ had not been re- 
duced to ſo low an Ebb as they 
were 1n the two laſt Reigns, they 

might have had a good Opportunity 
to throw off the Norman Yoke, upon 
the Death of William Rufus. But as 
they were ſo depreſſed, the only 
Courſe they had to take was to agree 


to whatever the Norman, did, Who 
were Maſters of the Kingdom. 
theſe, in all likelihood, would have. 


And 


been much puzzled about the Suc- 


ceſſion, if Robert, the eldeſt of the 


Congueror's Sons, had not been at a 
great Diſtance from home, being 
gone to the Holy War. He was in- 

eed on his Return, but they did not 
know were he was. And what gave 
Henry, the youngeſt and only other 
ſurviving Son, the Advantage, was 


not only his having been born in 


Ergland after his Father was King, 
but his being upon the Spot, and 
having -eoncerted, even in the late 
King's Life Time, the moſt proper 


Meaſures to get the Crown placed on 
his Head. He promiſed both the Ner- 


mans and Engliſh to aboliſh all ſevere 


Laws made ſince the Congueſt, and to 


redreſs all the Grievances that both 
Nations complained of. Theſe Pro- 
miſes raifing in the People the moſt 
agreeableExpectations, were the chief 
Means of his mounting the Throne, 
notwithſtanding there was a firong 
Party of the Lords againſt him, For 


poſting to · N incheſter, immediate) 


after Milliam's Death, he would have 
ſeized the Crown and Scepter wit 
the Royal Treaſure there depciit- 
ed, but was oppoſed by William 4 
Bretevil, one of Robert's Party, 
with ſeveral other Lords there af- 
ſembled, who alledged they were 


obliged by Oath to acknowledge 


Robert for King, in Cafe Milian 
died without Heirs, according to 
the Treaty between the two Bre- 
thers. There Was quickly a great 
Concourſe of People from all Parts 
and Fleury well knowing how they 
ſtood affected, drew his Sword, and 
ſwore no Man ſhould take Poſſeffon 


of the Crown but whom the People 
approved, 
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zyptoved. The Lotds hereupon re- 
tired to a private Room to conſult 
what was proper to be done, whilſt 
the People with loud Acclamations 
made the Name of Henry reſound in 
their Ears. So fearing a Civil War, 
if they went contrary to the Incli- 
nations of the People, they reſolved, 
that Henry ſhould ſucceed to the 
Crown. Upon this tumultuary E- 
lection, Henry haſted to London, and 
the next Day, Aug. 5 1100, was 
crowned by Maurice, Biſhop of that 
See, who adminiſtered to him the 
uſual Oath. be | 

To ſecure himſelf on the Throne, 
he wiſely began his Reign with re- 
forming Abuſes, redreſſing Grie- 
yances, and doing many popular 
Things, according to his late Pro- 
miſe, The Courtiers, during the 


late Reign, had behaved with great 


Infolence, oppreſſed the People with- 
out Mercy wherever they came, and 
attempted the Chaſtity of Women 
without any fear of Puniſhment. 
Henry immediately ſet about curing 
theſe re of the Court. He 
publiſhed a ſevere Edict againſt all 
who ſhould be guilty of the like 
Crimes for the future, and particu- 
larly againſt Adulterers, ordered that 
thoſe who oppreſſed or plundered 
the People ſhould be puniſhed with 
Loſs of Eyes, or Hands or Feet, 
and expelled thoſe from his Court, 
who had already made themſelves 
infamous for ſuch Practices. Beſides 
all this, he granted a Charter of Li- 
berties, — the Royal Autho- 
nity within its antient Bounds, re- 
nouncing the unjuſt Prerogatives the 
two late Kings had uſurped, re- 
ſtoring the Church to her former 
Rights, and confirming the Laws of 
King Edward, wiz. ſuch as were in 
force under the Saxon Kings. Theſe 

hings were not only agreeable to 
the Engliſh, but alſo to the Normans, 
Who hitherto had held their Eſtates 
at the Will of the King. He more- 
Mer remitted all Arrears of Debts 


of his 
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due to the Crown, appointed a 
Standard for Weights and Meaſures 
throughout the ingdom, and or- 
dered that Coiners ſhould be puniſn- 
with Loſs of Limbs. - | 
In 1101 he gave the People a 
further Satis faction, by recalling Au- 
feln Archbiſhop of Canterbury, who 
had retired to Rome, and afterwards 
to a Monaſtery at Lyons, on account 
uarrel with the late King. 
And to gain the Affections of the 


Engliſh ſtill more, he martied Ma- 


tilda or Maud, Daughter to Mal- 
colm King of Scotland by Margaret 
Siſter to Edgar Atheling, by which 
Means the Royal Family of the Sax- 
ont was united with that of the Vor- 
mans. 6 N 

But all theſe prudent Steps did 
not entirely ſecure him from Dan- 
ger. Duke Robert, who in his Re- 
turn from the Holy Land had ſtaid 
ſome Time in Apulia, where he 


married, and by that Delay had 
given his Brother an Opportunity 


of aſcending the Throne, being now 
returned into Normandy, was exaſpe· 
rated at his Diſappointment, and re- 
ſolved on attempting to do himſelf 


Juſtice by wreſting the Crown from 


Fleury. A great Party in the King- 
dom were ſtill for Robert in their 
Hearts, as being the eldeſt Brother, 
and thinking he had Injuſtice done 
him : Beſides, he 
a mild and good-natyred Prince ; 
and as for Henry's fair Beginning, 
they only thought it a Piece of Po- 
licy to ſerve his preſent Purpoſe, and 
that he would not ſtick to reverſe it 
all, as ſoon as it ſhould be in his 


Power. Theſe Conſiderations fixed 


reat Numbers in Robert's Intereſt, 
and made the reſt waver between 
the two Parties. Robert truſting to 
this Diſpoſition of the Eng/iþ more 


than to his own Forces, landed at 


Port/mouth, where he was received 
without Oppoſition. But Henry ma- 


naged Matters ſo well by Means of 
W 
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Anſelm, who was in great Credit 
with the People, that Robert's Mea- 
ſures were quite diſconcerted; and 
When he found that the Body of the 
Nation had declared for Henry, and 
that the Army had renewed their 
Oath of Allegiance to him, he was 
willing to accept the King's Propo- 
ſals of Peace: And ſo the Lords of 
both Parties meeting to conſult of 
the Affair, it was agreed, That as 
Henry was already crowned, and was 
born in England after his Father 
was on the Throne, he ſhall con- 


tinue to be King: That if one of 


the two Brothers died without Iſſue, 
the other ſhould ſucceed to his Do- 
minions: That the King ſhould de- 
liver up to Robert the Caſtles in 
Normandy, that were garriſoned with 
Engliſh; and ſhould pay him 3000 
Marks a Year. After this Accom- 
modation, Nobert ſtaid ſome Months 


at his Brother's Court, living in per- 


fe& Friendſhip with him. | 
But Henry could not eaſily forgive 


thoſe Lords who had appeared moſt 


active for Robert, whom he watched 
all Opportunities of cruſhing ; par- 
ticularly Robert Bel:/me, Earl of 
Shrewſbury, who not only continued 
to talk diſreſpectfully of the King, 
but ſhewed his Diſpoſition to act 
againſt him, by 8 his Caſtles 
in Shropſhire, Hereupon the King 
proclaimed him a Traitor, and 
marching againſt him, took Shrew/- 
bury and all his other Caſtles, and 
forced him to retire into Normanay, 
where his reſtleſs Temper raiſed new 
Troubles. | 

In 1103, a Conteſt began between 
the King and Archbiſhop Anselm a- 
bout the Right of Inveſtiture of Bi- 
ſhops and Abbots, which laſted ſome 
Years, and gave the King a great 
deal of Trouble. It had been the 
Cuſtom of the Kings of England 


to grant Inveſtitures by the Delivery 


of the Paſtoral Staff and Ring. 


Heary inſiſted on this, as a Preroga- 


poſed on his eaſy Temper, | 
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tive derived from his Anceſtors ; but 
a Council at Rome having decreed, 
that no Biſhops ſhould receive In. 
veſtiture from Laymen, Anſelm would 
have excommunicated ſuch Biſhops 
as had been inveſted by the King, 
and ſeveral reſigned their Biſhop. 
ricks, for fear of this Cenſure of 
the Church. He alſo refuſed to con- 
ſecrate ſuch Biſhops as were nomi- 
nated by the King, unleſs he would 
relinquiſh the Right of Inveſtiture, 
There was alſo a Diſpute about the 
Oath of Allegiance, or doing Ho. 
mage to the King, which Av/in 
would neither comply with himſelf, 
nor ſuffer the other Biſhops to do it, 
The Conteſt ran high, the King inſiſt- 
ing peremptorily on his Prerogative, 


and Anſelm, backed by the Court of 


Rome, being as obſtinately bent to 
have his Point carried. At length 
he went to Rome to lay the Matter be. 
fore the Pope, and Henry deprived 
him of his Temporalities during his 
Stay out of the Kingdom, and ſent 
Agents to Rome to plead his Cauſe 
againſt him, The Pope was at firſ 
inflextble, and even threatened to ex- 
communicate the King ; but his Af- 
fairs being at laſt involved, and both 
Parties being in ſuch a Situation, 
that they did not care to break with 
one another, the Matter was compro- 
miſed, by Henry's renouncing the 
Right of Inveſtitures, and the tope's 
allowing the Biſhops and Abbots to 
do Homage to the King for their 
Temporalities. This Anſeln was 
alſo a great Stickler for the Celibacy 
of the Clergy, and in a Synod ex- 
communicated all the married Prieſts 
who were then very numerous in 
England. : 
About this Time Robert the King's 
Brother came over to England to pres 
the Payment of his Penfion, which 
the King bad neglected, contrary to 
the late Treaty. But Henry careſſed 
him in ſuch a Manner, and ſo im- 
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vail with him at laſt to deſiſt from 

is Demands. He had ſuffered greatly 
already by ſuch unſeaſonable Gene- 
rofity, and now his Wants daily in- 
creaſing, he ſoon repented of what he 
had done, complained that his Bro- 


ther kad abuſed his good Nature, and. 


added ſome Menaces on the Occaſion. 
The King was well enough ' pleaſed 
with this, as it gave him a Sort of 
Handle to break with him, which he 
was forward enough to do, from a De- 
fire of adding Normandy to his Crown. 
He only waited for a favourable Op- 
portunity, which ſoon offered. 
Robert de Beleſme, to be revenged 
on the King, fell upon ſuch of his 
Subjects as pad Lands in Normandy, 
and his Inſolence increaſing by Duke 
Robert's Indolence, in not oppoſing 
him at firſt, and being ſupported by 
ſome other diſcontented great Men, 
he became. ſo audacious as to aim at 
making himſelf Maſter of the whole 
Dukedom. Robert at length marched 


againſt him, but was worſted, and 


in the End was forced to clap up a 
Peace with him upon very diſho- 
nourable Terms. Notwithſtanding 
which, Bele/mre and his Confede- 
rates continued their Ravages, and 
were become quite inſupportable to 
the People. Hereupon ſome of the 
chief Men in Normandy applied to 
the King of England for Relief. 
Henry was glad of this Occaſion of 
intermeddling in the Affairs of Nor- 
mandy ; and though he pretended at 


firſt his Deſign was only againit Be- 


hne and his Adherents, yet it ſoon 
appeared his View was to get the 
Duchy into his own Hands. He 
levied an Army, and paſſed over 
into Normandy, and had great Suc- 
cels in his firſt Campaign, when he 
ſeized upon Caen apd ſome other 
Cities, and bribed the Nobles, and 
Governors of the tron Holds, with 
the Money he carried = England; 


and in his ſecond, Robert perceiving 
bis Deſign, and having ſued for 


very well obſerved from the Be 


Peace in vain, joined with Beleſne 
and the reſt againſt him, who led 
all their Forces to his Aſſiſtance. 
The King of France alſo ſent him 
ſome Troops, and ſeveral Normat 
Lords came over to his Side, when 
they ſaw that Henry was acting more 
for his own Sake than theirs. By 
theſe Means Robert was enabled to 
give his Brother Battle, which he 
did under the Walls of Tinchebray, 
which was beſieged by Henry. The 
Battle laſted not long, in which Ro- 
berf*was beaten, and that unfortu- 


nate Duke, Edgar 4theling, the Earl 
of Mortaigne, 400 Knights, and 1000 


Soldiers, were taken Priſoners. Prince 
Edgar was let at Liberty, and paſſed 
the Remainder of his Days in Eng- 


land, where he lived to an extreme 


old Age. The Earl of Moertaigne 
was impriſoned in the Tower of 
London, and Duke Robert in Cardiffe 
Caſtle in Wales, where he remained 
to his Death, which happened about 
20 Years after. Some ſay, that ha- 
ving attempted to make his Eſcape, 


Henry ordered him to be deprived of 
Sight by holding a burning-hot Braſs 


Baſon before his Eyes: But this is 
to be doubted, as moſt of the beſt 
Hiſtorians ſay nothing about it. 
This Battle of Tiz:hcbray, which 
was fought in the Year 1107, put 
the Engliſb in Poſſeſſion of all Nor- | 
mandy, as the Battle of Haſtings, 
about 40 Years before, had made 

the Normans Maſters of England. 
The King having thus got all 
Normandy into his Hands, returned 
in Triumph to England, where he 
preſently became more havghty, 
and leſs popular than he had been 
before: He treated the Nobles with 
unſufferable Arrogance, gave him- 
ſelf but little Trouble about his 
Charter, which indeed had been nor 
In- 
ning, and permitted any Abuſes, if 
they did but turn to his Profit, tho“ 
he promiſed better Things when he 
G 2 . 
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was preparing to invade Normandy, 
which appeared now to be only with 
a View to cajole the Engliſh, and 


induce them to favour his ambitious . 


Schemes. | 
But tho? he had thus got Poſſeſſion 
of Normandy, he was not to keep it 
without Oppoſition, which for ſeve- 
ral Years, with ſome Intervals of 
Quiet, gave him a great deal of 
Diſturbance. 1 Groſs, King 
of France, was the chief Cauſe of 
this, who, jealous of Henry's over- 
rown Power, ſought Means to re- 
uce it. In order to this he inveſted 
William Crito, Duke Robert's Son, 
with the Duchy of Normandy, and 
entered it with a great Army to pro- 
cure him the Poſſeſſion of it. But 
Henry advancing with great Expedi-- 
tion, and having joined Forces with 
the Duke of Bretaign aud the Earl 
of Blois, ſo diſconcerted Lewis's 
Meaſures, that he thought fit to ſend 
the King of England Propoſals of 
Peace, which were agreed to on Con- 
dition Gi/ors ſhould be delivered up, 
-which he had taken. The King was 
no ſooner returned, but Lewis invad- 
ed Normandy again, and Henry went 
over. and gave him Battle. Here he 
was in great Danger of being killed 
by a French Knight, but he at laſt 
tumbled him from his Horſe and took 
him Priſoner, which inſpired the 
Troops: with ſuch Courage, that after 
a ſharp Fight the French were defeat- 
ed, and the Standard of France taken, 
and ſent in Triumph to Reaz. After 
this the War was carried on ſmartly 
for ſome Time, and gave the two 
Kings Employment enough. Leawwzs 
endeavoured ar length to embroil his 
Enemy the more by the Means of 
Pope Calixtus II. who was then in 
France. To this End he got him to 
convene a Council at Rhenies, to which 
the Engliſt Biſhops werealſo ſummon- 
ed; and Henry not miſtruſting the 
© Defign, permitted them to go, only 
ordering them to ſalute the Pope in 
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his Name, to regard his Apoſtolical 
Precepts, but to take care not to 
bring back any new Inventions of 
the Court of Rome. The Council 
being met, the French Biſhops, who 
were moſt numerous, made great 
Complaints againſt Henry, and even 
propoſed to excommunicate him for 
unjuſtly detaining the Perſon and 
Dominions of his Brother. But the 
Pope fearing to break with Heng, 
ſhifted off the Affair, by taking upon 
himſelf to exhort him to do his Bro- 
ther Juſtice. Some Time after, he 
had a long Conference with Hen 
at Giſors, and informed him of the 
Council's Deſire of reſtoring Nobert; 
but the King, to fome plauſible Ar- 
2 adding more weighty Pre. 
ents to the Pope and Cardinals, Ca. 
lixtss at his Return abandoned ths 
Intereſts of Robert, and uſed his En- 
deavours to make Peace between the 
two _—_ which was concluded in 
1120. But neither ſo did the Trou- 
bles of Normandy end, as we ſhall 
fee by and by. In the mean Time 
let us return to ſome Affairs of a 
domeſtick Nature. 

In 1109, the King's Daughter 
Matilda, or Maud, was married to 
the Emperor Henry V. which fur- 
niſhed him with a Pretence for lay- 
ing a Tax of three Shillings on eve. 
ry Hide of Land, in order to pay 
her Marriage Portion, which raiſed 
an immenſe Sum. 

About this Time died A4»/eln, 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, an haugh- 
ty and bigotted Prelate, but a Man 
of Learning for thoſe Times. The 
King . on the Revenues of the 
Archbiſhoprick, and kept them five 
Years in his Hands. The next Year 


was remarkable for the Reſtoration 


of Learning at Cambridge, where it 
had for a long Time been quite neg- 
lected. © 

In 1112, great Numbers of Fin. 
ings, being compelled to leave their 


Country by the Inundation "_ 
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dea, came into England. The King 
ſettled them at firſt in the waſte Parts 
of Yorfpire, or, as Others ſay, in Nor- 
thumberland ; but at length removed 
them to the Country conquered from 
the Vel/p, about Res and Pembroke, 
where their Poſterity remain to this 
Day; and the Flemings-Way, a 
Work of theirs, is ſeen in ee e 


Hire, extended far through the Coun- 


3 
. this Time the Yelp com- 
mitting great Devaſtations on the 


Frontiers, Henry marched againft 


them with a Deſign even to root 
them out ; but they retiring to their 
Mountains, rendered his cruel Pro- 
jet impracticable, and ſo he at laſt 
conſented to a Peace. Some Years 
after they made great Ravages in 
Cheſhire, which occaſioned another 
Inyaſion of Wales; but that alſo 
ſoon ended in a Peace: However, 
Henry obliged them to e. him Hoſ- 
tages, and 1000 Head of Cattle to 
make him Amends for the Charges 
of the War. ; 

In 1115, Henry got the States of 
Normandy to ſwear Fealty to Prince 
William his Son, then 12 Years old; 
and the Year following he did the 
lame in England, to ſecure the Crown 
to his Family. 

In 1:18, Queen Matilda died, 
preatly lamented by all the Engl, 
3 well for her amiable Qualities, 
as her Deſcent from their antient 
Kings, | | 

A Year or two after the King 
luffered another ſad Calamity in the 
untimely Death of Prince William 


bis Son, Who ſoon after the Peace 


with France, already mentioned, re- 
iurning from Normandy with a nu- 
merous Retinue of young Noblemen 
io grace his Paſſage, was unfortu- 
nately caſt away, > the Ship ftri- 


king upon a Rock, and drowned, - 


gether with his whole Company, 
Mounting to above 5O, beſides the 
Mariners, except a very few who 
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ſaved themſelves by ſwimming ; moſt _ 
ſay, only a Butcher. Among thoſe 
1 periſhed were, beſides the Prince, 
Richard his natural Brother, Matil- 
da his natural Siſter Counteſs of 
Perch, Lucia the King's Niece, and 
the Earl of Chefer. This melan- 
choly Accident 1s ſaid to have had 
ſuch an Effe& upon the King, that 
he was never afterwards feen to 
laugh. However, his great Defire 
of having another Son, induced him 
to marry Adelicia, Daughter to Geof- 
Frey Earl of Lowain; but he had not 
what he expected, for ſhe never 
proved with Child. 

About the Year 1124, the King 
was. obliged to paſs over again to 
Normanay, to put a _y to the Pro- 
ceedings of Robert Mellent, Lord of 
Pont-Audemer, who being ſecretly 
inſtigated by the King of France, 
and greatly beloved by the Normans, 
was upon the Point of getting the 
whole Country to revolt in favour of 
William Crito. But this Lord, and 
the Earl of Montfort his Aſſociate, 
being drawn into an Ambuſh, were 
both taken Priſoners, by which 
Means Henry effeQually prevented 
the intended: Revolt. 

In 1125, Cardinal John de Creme, 
the Pope's Legate, came over to 
England, to put the finiſhing Stroke 
to the Celibacy of the Clergy. A 
Synod * convened at London, he 
got ſome ſevere Canons paſſed a- 
gainſt ſuch Eccleſiaſticks as perſiſted 
in keeping their Wives. Here Hunt- 
ington, who was a Prieſt and the Son 
of a Prieſt, tells the following Sto- 
ry, which he ſays was 700 notorious 
to be denied, viz. That the Legate 
having ſharply inveighed againſt the 
Prieſts marrying, ſaying, it was a 
horrid Sin for a Prieft to riſe from 
the Side of a Harlot (ſo he eſteemed 
the Wite of a Prieſt) and then to 
make the Body of Chriſt, was yet 
the next Night (having ſaid Maſs 
that very Day) taken in Bed with a 

G 3 Whore. 
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Whore: The Deſign of the Court 


of Rome in thus obſtinately contend- - 


ing for the Single Life of the Cler- 
gy, was to make them independent 


of the Civil Power, and to incorpo- 


rate them into a Society a-part, to 
be governed by its own Laws, which 
could not ſo well be done, whilſt 
the Clergy were allowed to marry 
and have Children. King Henry, 
by his ſeeming Zeal on this Article, 
politickly got from the Pope a Power 
to put it in Execution; which done, 
he gave the Prieſts Leave to _ 
their Wives, upon paying him ſo 
much Money for a Diſpenſation. 

The King having no Child by his 
ſecond Wife, after having been mar- 
ried to her about fix Years, in 1127 
aſſembled a Great Council, and got 
them. to acknowledge his Daughter 
Maud, who was returned to England 
upon the - Emperor's Death, pre- 
ſumptive Heir to the Crown. Ste- 


pꝓben, Earl of Bulloign, who was af- 


terwards King, was the firſt who 
took the Oath of Allegiance to her, 
in caſe Henry died without Male 
Tue. Soon after he married her to 
Geoffrey Plantagaret Earl of Anjou; 
— on did not ths 
Match: And indeed Hezry's ole 
Deſign in it, was to ſecure the Earl 
of Arjou in his Intereſt, in caſe the 
King of Fraxce ſhould give him any 
further Trouble in Normandy. 


Henry's Apprehenſions were not 
without Rcaton : For the very next 


Year the French King having inveit- 
ed William Crito with the Earldom 
of Flanders, endeavoured to put him 
in Poſſeſſion of Normandy. But len- 
ry got the Flemings to revolt againſt 
their new Earl, and at the ſame 
Time entered France with a power- 
fal Army, 


„ 


long: For the unfortunate William 


being lain at the Siege of Arp, 
" Lewis clapt up a Peace with He- 


, and never diſturbed him after 
wards. ig 1 


This War laſted not 


la 1130, Henry went over to 


Normandy, and at his Return the 
next Year brought over with him 


his Daughter Maud, and having 


called a General Aſſembly, cauſed 
the Oath of Fealty to her to be re- 
newed ; as he did alſo in the Yezr 
1133,. upon the Birth of Prince 
Henry her Son, who was then incly. 


ded in it. But theſe repeated Oaths 


were all broke as ſoon as the King 
was dead. 


Towards the End of the Summer, 


Henry went over to Normanty for 
the laſt Time. There was an E- 
clipſe of the Sun the Day he went 
on board, and two Days after a 
great Earthquake. Duke Robert his 
elder Brother died the ſame Year in 
Cardiffe Caſtle, a Prince of great 


Courage and Humanity, - but of an 


caſy, careleſs and profuſe Temper, 
He twice miſſed the Opportunity of 
obtaining the Crown of England, 


which perhaps he was more worthy 


of than his Brothers, as he had a bet- 
ter Claim to it, He had the Surname 
of Court:-hoſe, either from his wear- 
ing very ſhort Breeches, or becauſe 


his Legs were too ſhort in Propor- 


tion to the reſt. of his Body. He 
was buried in the Choir of Glia- 
ceſten Cathedral. 

The King his Brother did not 
long ſurvive him; for he died in 
Normandy on the iſt of December, 
1135, in the 68th Year of his Age, 
and the 36th of his Reign. Is 
ſaid his Death was occafioned by his 
eating Lampreys to exceſs, which 
he very much admired. His Body 
was embalmed after the rude Man- 
ner of thoſe Times, by cutting great 
Gaſhes in his Fleſh with Knives, and 
powdering it well with Salt; which 
done, it was wrapped up in a tanned 


' Ox-hide, and ſo. brought over, and 
buried in the Abbey of Reading, | 


which he had founded. He built 
alſo ſeveral other Abbeys, with the 
Priory of Dunſtable, and ay 
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the Sees of Ely and Carliſſe. He 
alſo erected a magnificent Palace at 
Wordfock, to which he annexed a 
ſpacious Park, encompaſſing it with 


2 Stone Wall; which is ſaid to be 


the firſt Park in England: Tho? af- 
terwards they grew ſo numerous, 
that more were computed here than 
in all Chriſtendom beſides. 

King Henry was a Prince of great 
Courage, and of preat Skill both in 
military and civil Aﬀairs, His Seve- 
rity in puniſhing Malefactors, which 
he looked upon as neceſſary to curb 


the Licentiouſneſs that was intro-_ 


duced in his Brother's Reign, eſpe- 
cially among the Courtiers, was very 
agreeable and beneficial: to the Peo- 
ple, and is one Thing for which he 
ought highly to be commended, 
That during his frequent Voyages 
to Normandy there ſhould be no In- 
ſurrection in England, where Mal- 


contents were not wanting, is an 


Argument that his Government was 
managed with great Skill and Pru- 
dence. He was a Perſon of a fine 
Alpect, and a very affable and agree- 


able Deportment ; exceeding tempe- 
rate in eating and drinking, except 
in the Inſtance above mentioned; a 
Lover of Learning, and had made a 
great Progreſs in it himſelf, whence 
e acquired the Surname of Beau- 
clerk ; by which was meant a good” 
Scholar, becauſe in thoſe Times none 
but Clerks, or the Clergy, troubled 
themſelves about Books, and Princes 
leaſt of all. He always retained a 
Love for the Sciences, and built a 
Palace at Oxford, where he often re- 
tired for the Pleaſure of converſin 
with the Learned. But all theis 
good Qualities. were ſullied with 


many Vices, particularly thoſe of 


Cruelty, Avarice, and an inordinate 
Love of Women: And his barba- 
rous Uſage of his Brother in ſtrip- 
ping him of his Dominions, and de- 
taining him ſo long in Priſon, can 
by no Pretence whatſoever be juſti- 
fied. He left behind him one legi- 
timate Daughter, viz. the Empreſs 
Maud, and twelve natural Children, 
of whom Robert Earl of Glouceſter 
was the moſt famous, 
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FRA HE Male Line of the Nor- 
| mans expir in Henry the 
Firſt. And though he took 

all the Precautions he could to ſe- 
cure the Succeſſion to his Daughter, 
yet Stephen, Earl of Bulloign, Son 
to the Earl of Blozs by Adela the 
Congueror's fourth Daughter, found 
Means to ſupplant her, notwithſtan- 
ing his late Oath, and to get the 
Crown placed upon his own Head. 
As he lived with-the King his Un- 
cle in England, his good Qualities 
gained him his Aﬀection to a high 
egree, ſo that he took Pleaſure 
in heaping Favours on him, never 
imagining thag he would attempt 
to 7. bnſelf up in Prejudice of 
his Daughter. However, after 
Prince Williaw's Death, Stephen, 
by the Aſſiſtance of his Brother 
Henry Biſhop of Winchefter, began 
fo take Meaſyres to ſecure the 
Crown to himſelf, but fo ſecretly, 
that the King his Uncle ſuſpect 


poking of the Deſign. Being in 


Normandy with King Henry, in his 


STEPHEN, 


laſt Tlinefs, he wrote over to his Bro- 
ther the Biſhop vigorouſly to pur- 


ſue the Scheme they had laid, and 


as ſoon as the King was dead, he 
came over himſelf, to forward his 
Project by his Preſence. The Biſhop 
of Wincheſter had already gained 
over the Archbiſhop of Canterbury 
and the Biſhop of Saliſbury; and 
theſe three Prelates had Influence 
enough over all the reſt of the Cler- 
gy to bring them to declare for H- 
pben. This did the Buſineſs, and ſo 
much the eaſier as Maud was out of 
the Kingdom; and ſuch of the Ba- 
rons as were not of Stephen's Party, 


| ſeeing the Bent of the Clergy, durſt 


not oppoſe the Deſign. And ſo Se. 
hen was declared King, and crowned 
24 Days after Henry's Death, bemg 
one-and-thirty Years old: And the 
Biſhops and Nobles did not ſtick to 


break the Oath they had thrice ta- 


ken to Maud. 

. In order to gain this important 
Point, Szephen had been obliged to 
promiſe great Things to the Clergy 
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STEPHEN. 


and People, and that he would grant 
them more Privileges than ever they 
enjoyed under the Norman Kings. 
And as he was not without his Fears 


from Maud and e her Huſ- 


band, to ſecure the Affections of his 
Subjects, he, ſoon after his Corona» 
tion, convened a General Aſſembly 
at Oxford, in which he figned a 
Charter, acknooladging his being 
elected King by the Clergy and Peo- 
le; confirming all the Liberties, 
Privileges and Immunities of the 
Church, and conſenting that all Ec- 
clefiaſtical Cauſes and Perſons ſhould 
be tried by the Clergy ;. promiſin 

not to,meddle in any Manner wit 

the Temporalities of vacant Biſhop- 
ricks, or Eſtates belonging to Eccle- 
ſiaſticks; aboliſhing all the Game 
Laws enacted fince the Congueſt, and 
all the Foreſt Laws ; and reviving 
the antient Saxon Laws. He more- 
over aboliſhed Dane- gelt, which had 
been taken away by Edward the 
Confefſor, but reſtored by the Nor- 
man Kings. However Sephen ob- 
ſerred the other Articles of this 
Charter, "tis certain he broke one 


of them but a few Months after; 


for the Archbiſhop of Canterbury 


dying; he ſeized on the Revenues' 


of the See, and kept them in his 
Hands above two Years. 
The King, to humour the Barons, 


and thinking thereby to be the bet- 


ter ſecured from any Attempts of the 
Empreſs Maud, or any foreign Inva- 
ders, permitted them to fortify their 
Caſtles, and to build others upon 

their Eſtates; ſo that in a little Time 
there were above a thouſand fortified 
Caſtles in the Kingdom. But this 
was reckoned an Overſight, ſince it 
put it in their Power to revolt when- 
ever they pleaſed, as ſome of them 
not long after did. 

Stephen began his Reign in Peace, 
but the fair Scene was ſoon changed, 
and we ſee nothing but Incurſions, 
Reyolts and Inſyrre&ions, and a 


which over-ſpread all Parts of the 


King Stephen, after having reduced 


ſeſſion of the County of Northum- 


Euſtace, who did Homage for it to 
' the French King. 


89 
moſt furious and bloody Civil War, 
Nation, and continued almoſt thro* 


his whole Reign. : 

In 1137, the Velß made an Ir- 
ruption on the Frontiers, and carried 
off a conſiderable Booty; and in a 
Battle near Cardigan, the King's 
Troops were beaten, and above 3000 
ſlain on the Spot. At the ſame 
Time David King of Scotland in- 
vaded the Northern Counties of 
England, took Carliſle and _ New- 
caſtle, and advanced as far as Dur- 
ham. Stephen marched againſt him 
with a very numerous Army ; but 
this War ſoon ended in a Treaty of 
Peace, It broke out again indeed 
more than once, the Scotch King ta- 
king Advantage of the Confuſions 
in England to renew his Incurſions; 
but being defeated in a great Battle 
by Thuran Archbiſhop of York, and 


his rebellious Barons, marching into 
the. North to chaſtiſe that Monarch 
for his late Inſult, David not caring 
to run the Hazard of another Battle, 
ſued for Peace; and as Szepher's be- 
ing ſo far from the Heart of his 
Kingdom might be attended with 
Inconveniencies, he thought fit ta 
_=_ to it; by which enry, Son 
of the Scotch King, was put in Poſe 


berland, and Earldom of Hunting- 
don, for which he did Homage to 
the King of England; and David 
obliged Fimſelf * Oath never ta 
meddle any more in the Quarrel be- 
tween Stepben and Maud. 

A little before, the King went 
over to Nermandy, againſt his elder 
Brother Theobald Earl of Blois, who 
had taken Poſſeſſion of that Duchy. 
Stephen entering into an offenſive 
Alliance with France, forced him ta 
retire; and to pleaſe Lewis, deli- 
vered up Normandy to his eldeſt Son 


Robert, 


** 


* 
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Robert, Earl of Glouceſter, natu- 
ral Brother to the Empreſs, was at 
the Head of the diſcontented Barons 
who revolted, becauſe the King had 
not rewarded them as they thought 
they deſerved ſor placing him on the 
Throne. They had indeed ſome Pre- 
tence, from his great Favours to Fo- 
reigners: But wheregreat Numbers 
think they have an equal Claim to 
Favour, as it is impoſſible to reward 
them all, or however to reward them 
equally, ambitious Men, thinking 
themſelves lighted, will take every 
Opportunity, from a Principle of 
Revenge, to raiſe Troubles in the 
State. The Earl thinking Matters 
ripe, went over to acquaint the Em- 
preſs, and wrote an abuſive Letter 
to Stephen, upbraiding him for the 
Breach of his Oath to Maud, and 
for drawing him in to the ſame 
Crime. To this he added a Mani- 
feſto, wherein he treated the King 
as an Uſurper, and declared War a- 
gainſt him. Stephen, without re- 
turning him any Anſwer, confiſcated 
his Eftate. The Empreis's Party 

aining Ground exceedingly, the 
Fart of Glouceſter came over, and 

ot Poſſeſſion of Briſtol, and the 
. of the Barons was like to 
have been general, ſo that Maud 
was invited over, whom they pro- 
miſed to own as their Sovereign. 
But Stephen ſupported himſelf with 
ſuch undaunted Courage and Reſo- 
lution, that he cruſhed this dange- 


rous Infurrection for the preſent, and 


the Earl of Gloucęſler had no other 
Way to take but to go and preſs the 
Empreis io come over, in order 10 
dut new Life into her Party, . 

_ Theſe Things were but the Pre- 
Jude to greater Troubles, of which 
the Clergy were the chief Fomenters. 
The Biſnops knowing how much the 
King was obliged to them for his 
Crown, extended their Power to 
ſuch a Degree, amaſſed ſuch im- 


bY 


menſe Wealth, and became ſo exceſ. 
fively proud and haughty, that the 
King grew jealous of ow reſolved, 
however impolitickly, conſidering his 
Situation, to humble them, and took 
vigorous Methods for that Purpoſe, 
ſeizing the Caſtles and Treaſure of 
ſeveral who had rendered themſelves 
moſt obnoxious. This brought al- 
moſt the whole Clergy upon his Back, 
and even his Brother, the Biſhop of 
Wincheſter, turned againft him, un- 


der Pretence of ſtanding up for the 
By this 


Rights of the Church. 
Means a Storm was raiſed, which 
with ſome Intermiſſion continued for 
ſeveral Years. For the Clergy's 


Faction became ſo ſtrong, that moſt 


of the Lay Lords came over to 
them, and the People generally eve- 
ry where deferted the Bog, and de- 
clared for the Empreſs : So that none 
fuck to him but only a few of the 
Barons, his foreign Favourites, and 
Army of Flemings, Bretaigns, &c. 
which ſerved him faithfully, though 
they were but ill paid. 

At this favourable Juncture the 
Empreſs Maud, with her Brother the 
Earl of Glouceſter, came over in the 


Year 1139, from which Time a 


cruel Civil War enſued, the Parti- 
culars of which would be tedious, 
as indeed *tis almoſt impoſſible to de- 
ſcribe ſuch a Scene of Confuſion and 
Diſtraction, in which was nothing 
but burning, plundering, ſlaugh- 


tering, and the utmoſt Devaſtation, 


King Stephen in the midft of all be- 


haved with the greateſt Reſolution, 3 


Intrepidity, Firmneſs and Conſtan- 
cy of Mind, by which Means he 
at laſt weathered the raging Storm, 
but not without being firſt brought 
as low as tis poſſible to conceive a 
Sovereign Prince to be. For after 
ſeveral other Sieges, in 1140, the 
Earl of Gloucefer came ſo ſuddenly 
upon him, as he was beſieging Lin- 
coln, that a Battle could not be a- 

voided. 
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voided. Both Sides fought with 
equal Bravery for ſome Time, but 
at laſt the Royal Army was totally 
routed and put to Flight. The 
King was left almoſt alone, and on 
Foot in the Field of Battle, and 
defended himſelf with amazing Va- 
tour even to the laſt Extremity. His 
Battle-ax was broke by the Force of 
his Blows, and afterwards his Sword, 
ſcarce any Thing, but the Hilt re- 
maining in his Hand ; when he was 
knocked down on his Knees with a 
Stone, and a Knight ran in, ſeized 
him by the Helmet, and preſented 
his Sword to his Throat, threatning 
to kill him, if he would not ſurren- 


der, which he ſtill refuſed to do to 


any but the Earl of Glouceſter, who 
conducting him to the Empreſs, 
ſhe ordered him to be confined in 
Brifcl Caſtle, where after he had 
been ſome Time, he was even laid 
in Irons. 

Never did any one bid fairer for 
the Crown than the Empreſs Maud 
did at this Time. All England de- 
ſerted the impriſoned King, except 
London and the County of Kent, 
where he had ſtill ſome Friends by 
Means of the Queen his Spouſe, 
Euſtace his Son, and William d'Y pres 
his Favourite. The Earl of Anjou 
at the ſame Time got Normandy to 
acknowledge Maud for their Sove- 
reign, Thus Szephen's Affairs ſeemed 
every where deſperate; and the 
more ſo, as .the Emprefs, by pro- 
miſing the Biſhop of VMincheſter, then 
Legate, the Diſpoſal of all Church 
Preferments, had gained him over 


to her Party, who a little before had 


turned againſt her, and eſpouſed the 
Intereſt of the 1 his Brother. 
But now this treacherous Prelate 


having called a Courtcil at Winche/ 
ter, by his private Intrigues with 
the Clergy, got them to chuſe Maud 
for their Queen, and proceeded ſo 
far as to excommunicate all who ad- 
hered to the King. The Londoners 
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at laſt giving Way to the Times, 


thought it expedient to declare for, 


the Empreſs, and Preparations were 
even making for her Coronation. 
But her haughty, imperious and diſ- 
obliging Temper, with which ſhe 
treated Perſons of all Ranks, ſoon 
undid all again. 

The Citizens of London, and the, 
Barons of the King's Party who had 
retired thither, had petitioned the. 
Council-for his Liberty, as did alſo 
Stephen's Queen, but to no Purpoſe. 
And after the Londoners had received 
the Empreſs, the Queen came to 
her, humbly ſuing for the ſame Fa- 
vour, promiſing he ſhould renounce 
the Crown, depart the Kingdom, 
and ſpend the reſt of his Life in a 
Monaſtery. But Maud rejected all 


theſe Offers with the utmoſt Haugh-, 
tineſs, and forbad the Queen ever 
to come into her Preſence again, 


She refuſed the Londoners the only 


Thing they petitioned for, and which; 
her Father had promiſed, wiz. to 
revive the Laws of King Edward; 
which impolitick Conduct drew up- 


on her the III-will of the Citizens. 
She even diſobliged the Biſhop of 


Vincheſter, by haughtily denying his 
Requeſt to confirm to his Nephew. 
Euſtace the Titles of Earl of Mor- 
tagne and Bolougne. The Conſe- 


quence was, that he became her ut- 


ter Enemy, and as he had ſet her up, 
reſolved now to uſe his utmoſt Ef- 


forts to pull her down. He firſt by 
his Emiſſaries got the Londoners to 


declare againft her, and even brought 


them into a Plot to ſeize her Perſon, 
which ſhe narrowly eſcaped, and 


leaving the City in a great Fright, 
put herſelf at the Head of her 


Troops, attended by the Earl of 
Gloncefler,\and marched to Winche/- 
ter, in order to ſeize the Legate, 
but in vain. He ſlipt out at a Gate 


on the A Side of the Town, and 


went and Urew his Friends together. 
The Kentiſb Men having joined the 


Londoners, 
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Londoners, Stephen's Queen, Prince 
Euftace, and William d'Ypres headed 
them, and marched with all Expedi- 


tion to M incheſler. where the Em- 


preſs had ſcarce Time to get into 
the Caſtle. Here ſhe was beſieged, 
but found Means to march out with 
her Troops, which were cloſely pur- 


ſued by the King's, whilſt the reſt 


of the Army was advancing to ſur. 
round them. In the Purſuit, the 
Earl of Gloucefter, intent on ſavin 

the Empreſs, was himſelf taken Pri- 
ſoner, and conducted to Rocheſter. 
This procured King Stepben his Li- 
berty; for Maud, Who had a great 

Affection for the Earl her Brother, 
and could not well do without him, 
was obliged to exchange him for the 
King. Soon after, the Legate called 
a Council at Veſtminſter, where he 
excommunicated all Maud's Adhe- 
rents, as before he had thoſe of the 
his Brother. 

Thus Stephen regained his Liberty 
in 1141. But the War between him 
and Maud continued for ſeveral 
Vears after, during which the King's 
Affairs viſibly gained Ground, and 
the Empreſs's continually declined, 
till at laſt, che brave Earl of Gon- 
ceſter 1 dead, ſhe deſpairing of 
ſtanding her Ground much longer, 
about the Year 1147, retired to Vor- 
mandy, and left Stephen once more 
Mafter of the whole Kingdom. He 
then endeavoured to ſecure the 
Crown after his Death to his Son 
Euftace; and even to get him crowned 
before-hand, but did not ſucceed in 
the Attempt. | 

After the Departure of Maud, 

King Stephen was contriving how 


to repair the Miſchiefs the King- 


dom had ſuffered by ſo long a War. 
But he ſoon found his Tranquillity 
was not yet firmly eſtabliſked. For 
now he is threatened with a new Ri- 
val, Prince Henry, the eldeſt Son of 
Maud, who was lixteen Years old, 


as his lawful Heir. 


STEPHEN. 


and of an active and enterprifin 

Genius. Having prepared Matters 
he landed in England with a con- 
ſiderable Body of Forces, in 11 52 
and was immediately joined by ſe. 
veral Barons, who put into his 
Hands 30 fortified Caſtles. And 
now a ſecond Civil War, as fu. 
rious as the firſt, was like to break 
out, and the two Armies were juſt 
upon the Point of engaging ; when 
by the good Offices of ſome of the 
Nodility on each Side, in a Con- 
ference between the King and Hen 


on the oppoſite Banks of the Thames 


near Walling ford, a Truce was a- 


Fore upon, which being ſeveral 


1mes renewed, at laſt ended in a 
Treaty of Peace (which .was faci- 
litated by Prince Eufface's Death) 
by which Srephen was to enjoy the 
Crown during Life, and after his 
Death, Henny was to ſucceed him 
Soon after Se- 
pben performed the Ceremony of a. 
dopting the young Prince. 

Thus Peace was reſtored, to the 
univerſal Joy of the Nation, and 
Stephen again applied himſelf to re- 
pair the Miſeries the War had oc- 
caſioned: But Death put a Stop to 
his generous Defigns, which took 
him out of the World eleven Months 
after the Treaty with Henry, viz. 
on the 25th of October, 1154, in 
the fiftieth Year of his- Age, and 
nineteenth of his Reign. He was 
buried in the Abbey of Feverſban, 
which he had founded, by Queen 
Maud his Wife, only Daughter and 
Heir to the Earl of n and 
Euſtace his Son, who both died the 
Year before, 

Though the Steps he took towards 
mounting the Throne, eſpecially the 
Breach of his Oath, cannot eaſily 
be juſtified, yet it muſt be owned 
that he was a Prince of undoubted 
Valour and Bravery, of great Cle- 
mency and Generoſity, that his good 


Qualities 
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ities out-weighed his bad ones, 
and that he was worthy to live in 
better Times. He left but one le- 
gitimate Son, named };/lianm, and 
one Daughter, called Maria; a na- 


tural Son of the ſame Name with 


the legitimate one, and another 
named Gervaſe, who was Abbot of 
Wiſtminſter. Wi 
this Reign the Canon Law was 
introduced into England, and, the 
Clergy roſe to an exorbitant Height 
of Power. Stephen endeavoured more 
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than once to humble them, and per- 
haps had done it, were it not for the 
conſtant Broils and Troubles they 
involved him in. 4 

. William of Malmſbury flouriſhed 
in this Reign, who wrote an Ac- 
count de Ge/tis Regum. Anglorum, 
from the Coming in of the Saxon: 
to the Eighth Year of King Stepben. 
And the ons Saxon- Annals, which 
begin from the Birth of our Savi- 
our, end with the Death of this 
King, | 
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HENRY II. 


PON Stepben's Death, Hen- 
ry ſucceeded to the Crown 
without the leaſt Oppoſiti- 
He was then in Normandy, of 


which he was Duke, the Empreſs 
Maud his Mother having delivered 


ON. 


up that Duchy to him. He arrived 
in England about fix Weeks after the 
late King expired, and was crowned 
at Weſtminſter on the 19th of Decem- 
ber, 1154, being then in the 23d 
Year of his Age. He was the firſt 
of the Race of the Plantagenets, and 
had been for ſome Time Earl of An- 
ou, Touraine and Maine, by the Death 
of his Father Geoffrey Plantagenet, Earl 
of Anjou, &c. though he had ſome 
Diſpute with his younger Brother 
Geoffrey about theſe Domains, on ac- 
count of his Father's Will, whereby 
he was to deliver them up to Geeffrey 
as ſoon as he ſhould be poſſeſſed of 
Normandy. Accordingly, when Henry 
was become Duke of Normandy and 
King of England, his Brother Gesf- 
Frep, ſoon after Henry's Arrival in his 
Kingdom, took Poſſeſſion of Zou ; 


- 


but Henry, who thought his Father”; 


Will injurious to him, though he had 
ſworn to falfil it, went over and ſoon 
drove his Brother out of the Country. 
It is to be obſerved, that Henry took 
the Oath: to execute the above-mer- 


tioned Will, though he did not Nike 


It, becauſe his Father made his No- 
bles {wear that they would not let 
his Body be buried, till he had done 
it. Beſides Normandy, Anjou, Tou- 
raine and Maine, King Henry was 
alſo poſſeſſed of Poicteu, Cuiennt, 
and Saintonge, by Virtue of his Mar- 
riage with Eleanor, Heireſs of the 
Houſe of Poicbiers, after Leawis the 
Young, King of France, had divorced 
her. So that Henry, for Extent ot 
Dominion, was one of the molt 
powerful Princes of his Time. And 
what made him the more acceptabl? 
to the Engliſh, was, that in him the 
Saxen Line was reſtored, he being 
deſcended by the Mother's Side from 
the Saxon Kings. 2 

His firſt Concern, after his Ac- 


ceſſion, was to demoliſh the great 
| Numbers 
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Numbers of Caſtles, that had been 
fortified by the Biſhops and Barons 
in 67 . to prevent ſuch 
2s might be diſpoſed to Sedition 
from raiſing new Troubles. He 
alſo ſent away the foreign Troops, 
that had been employed by Stephen, 
and ſo eaſed the Nation of a con- 
iderable Burthen. In what follows, 
is plain he ated more from Self- 
interetedneſs and Revenge, than for 
the Good of the People. He re- 
voked all the Grants made by Ste- 
ben, and reſumed all the Lands that 
had been alienated from the Crown: 
And moreover deprived the Barons, 
created by his Predeceſſor, of their 
honourable Titles, on pretence. they 
were conferred by an Uſurper. How- 
ever, he ſhewed his Wiſdom and 
good Policy, in chuſing a Council 
out of the moſt eminent of the 
Clergy and Nobility ; after which 
ke held a general Aſſembly, or Par- 
lament, at Walling ford, where the 
Barons ſwore Fealty to William and 
Henry his Sons, the former of whom 
died a few Days after. In this Af 
fembly he alſo confented that King 
Idward's Laws ſhould be reſtored, 
and confirmed the Charter of his 
Grandfather, Henry J. 

la 1156, Henry went over to do 
Homage to the King of Fraxce for 
the Provinces he held there. He 
was the moſt powerful Vaſſal of that 
Crown; but the Dominions that he 
and his Succefſors were poſſeſſed of 
in France, proved the Source of num- 
berleſs Evils to England, Another, 
and indeed the chief Motive to his 
croſſing the Sea at this Time, was to 
recover 4»jou from his Brother Geof- 
fry, as has been mentioned above. 
That Prince had been but in a poor 
Condition, after being thus ſtripped 
by his Brother, had not the Earl- 
om of Nantes being voluntarily of- 
fered him by the Inhabitants, after 
havin for ſome Diſguſt expelled 

er tormer Governor. 


Upon King Henry's Return, Mal- 
colm king of Scotland yielded up to 
him Carlifſe, Newcaſtle, and Bam- 
borough-Caſtle, contenting himſelf 
with the Earldom of Huntington. 
And not long after, in 1157, Henry 
marched into Wales with a great 
Army, to revenge himſelf on that 
People for having renewed their Ra- 
vages on the Frontiers. But they, 
according to Cuſtom, retired to their 


Mountains, where the King could 


not come at them; and ſo after ha- 
ving pent them up there for ſome 
Time, and laid waſte the reſt of, 


their Country, he granted them a 


Peace, by one of the Articles re- 
ſerving to himſelf the Liberty of 
cutting large Roads through their 
Woods, that he might the more 
eaſily enter their Country, whenever 
there ſhou!d be Occaſion. 

In 1158, Prince Richard was born, 
and a few Days after King Henry 
was crowned a ſecond Time in the 
Suburbs of Lincoln. The next Year 
the King had another Son born, 
who was named Geeffrey ; and the 
ſame Year he was crowned again, 
together with his Ogeen, at Vor- 


ceſter. 
The Dominions Pexry poſſeſſed, 


however large, were not enough to 


ſatisfy his Ambition; and now he 
had an Opportunity of making new 
Acquiſitions, Which he did not fail 
to lay hold of. For his Brother 
Geoffrey dying about this Time, he 
laid Claim to Nantes, pretending it 
belonged to him, as Heir to his Bro- 
ther; and backed his Pretenſions 
with io conſiderable a Force (havin 

firſt made ſure of the French King 

that the Duke of Bretaiyn, to whom 
the Earldom of Nantes formerly tes 
longed, and who had ſeized upon it 
at Geeffrey's Death, was conſtrained 
to vield it up to him. In the In- 
terview he had with the French 
King on this Occaſion, he concluded 


a Marriage ketween his cldeſt Son 


Hen, 
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Henry, then about five Years old, 
and Margaret the French King's 
Daughter, who was not above ſo 
many Months. And to make as 
much of this Expedition as poſſible, 
| He made a Treaty with Conan, Duke 
of Bretaign, for marrying the Duke's 
Daughter Conflance to Geoffery, Hen- 
's third Son, then but a few Months 
old; which Marriage being cele- 
brated about five Years after, Geoffrey 
became Duke of Bretaign upon his 
Father-in-Law*s Death. 
Not ſatisfied with this, he revived 
his Queen's Title to Thoulou/e, and 
after he had taken Cahors, laid 
Siege to that City. But here the 
King of France oppoſing his Pro- 
ject, it came to nothing. Henry in 
* ravaged the Ferri tories of 
the French King, and ſo diſtreſſed 
him, that that Monarch ſent him 
Propoſals for a Truce, which was 
4 Cara upon for a Year, during 
which Time a Treaty of Peace was 
concluded, and in it no Mention 
made of Thoulou/e. William Earl 
of Blois, King Stephen's Son, at- 
tended the King in the Expedition 
to Thoulouſe, and died in his Return 
from it. The War ſoon after broke 
out again between the two Mo- 
narchs, upon Henry's precipitating 
the Marriage between Prince Henry 
and the Daughter of Lewis, when 
the former was but ſeven, and the 
latter but three Years old, quickly 
after ſhe was brought over to Eng- 
land to be educated. Henry did this 
in order to take Poſſeſſion of G:/ors 
for his Son, which the Princeſs was 
to have for her Dower. But this 
War was ſoon ended by the Media- 
tion of Pope Alexander III. to whom 
both Kings paid a moſt ſervile Sub- 
miſſion, each alighting, and taking 
hold of the Reins of dis Bridle, to 
conduct him to his Lodgings. 
The Affairs above related detained 
Heury in France four Years, and he 
returned to England in 1163. He 
9 1 | 


\ 


now ſeemed to be in a very ha y 


Situation, Peace being eſtabliſhed in 
his Dominions abroad, and every 
Thing being in 3 Tranquil. 
lity at Home. But his Repoſe way 
ſoon diſturbed by an Affair of an- 
other Nature, which gave him a 
vaſt deal of Vexation for ſevera] 
Years, and at laſt ended to his Diſ. 
honour. 'This was the famous Con. 


teſt between him and Thomas Becker, 


Archbiſhop of Canterbury. The Oc. 
caſion of it was this: The King ob- 
ſerving that the Power of the Cler- 
7 was got to ſuch an exorbitant 

eight as to be very detrimental to 
the State, and prejudicial to the 
Royal Authority, that their Pride 
— Ambition were inſufferable, and 
that they pretended to an entire Ex- 
emption from the Civil Power, had 
formed a Reſolution to redreſs this 
Grievance, and to reduce them with- 
in ſome tolerable Bounds. The A- 
buſes which were the Conſequence 
of this independent Power of the 
Clergy were very enormous. When 
a Clergyman was accuſed of a Crime, 
he was tried in the Eccle/fiaftical 
Court, from whence there was no 
Appeal. Here the utmoſt Favour 
and Partiality was ſhewn ; and when 
the Matter was ſo plain that they 
could not but condemn the Party, 
the moſt heinous Crimes were pu- 
niſhed only with Degradation, and 
others with a ſhort Szſpenſion or flight 
Confinement. This expoſed the poor 
Laity to numberleſs Outrages, whilk 
the Clergy were not at all or but 
ſlightly puniſhed, and the People 
were ſure of ſuffering the utmoſt 
Rigour of the Law, if they at- 
tempted to repel the Inſults of the 
Prieſts. It was made appear before 
the King, that fince his Acceſſion, 
above a hundred Murders had been 
committed by Ecclefraſticks, of whom 
not one had been puniſhed ſo much 
as with Degradation, which was en- 
joined by the Canons in ſuch en 
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the King reſolved to reform theſe 
Abuſes, and he thought Becker, who 
had been his High- Bancellor, and 
hewed himſelf always ready to com- 
ly with his Orders, and on whom 
# had beſtowed many Favours, 
would have been ſerviceable to him 
in this good Deſign; and made him 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury for that 
jery Purpoſe. But he was very 
much miſtaken in his Man, as wall 
appear by the Sequel. When the 
King firſt mentioned his Deſign to 
the Archbiſhop, he vehemently op- 
poſed it ; but reſolving tb do that in 
ſpite of his Efforts to the contrary, 
which he thought he ſhould be able 
to do by his Aſſiſtance, he convened 
the chief Lords of the Kingdom, 
both Spiritual and Temporal, and 
propoſed to them a Regulation, con- 
ſing of five Articles: 1. That no 
one ſhould appeal to Rome without 
the King's sent. 2. That no 
Archbiſhop or Biſhop ſhould go to 
Rene, though even ſummoned by the 
Pope, without the King's Leave firſt 
had and obtained. 3. That no im- 
mediate Vaſſal of the Crown, or 
King's Officer, ſhould be excommu- 
nicated, or ſubjected, without the 
King's Knowledge. 4. That all 
Clergymen charged with Capital 
Crimes, ſhould be tried in the 
King's Courts. 5. That ſuch Zc- 
chfaftical Affairs, as all the Na- 
tion ſhould be concerned in, as the 
Repairing of Churches, Tithes, Ec. 
hould be decided in the Civil 
Courts. The Temporal Lords a- 
peed to theſe Articles without any 
eſitation: But the Biſhops and Ab- 
bots refuſed to do it, without the 
Addition of this Clauſe, Sawing the 
Rights of the Clergy and Church, 
which was doing nothing at all, till 


tte King threatened them, and then 
they complied; and even Becker, 
out a great while, 


after ſtandin | 
tonſented to the Articles without the 


1 


ſt was with Reaſon therefore that W Clauſe. Soon after, the King 
8 theſe Articles confirmed by an 


got 
Aſſembly-General, or Parliament, which 
he convened at Clarendon, and here 
alſo the Prelates, through Fear, com- 
plied, and the Archbiſtiop was with 


| 3 Difficulty prevailed on by his 


rethefen to give his Conſent to the 
Articles, e Ip 

Whea theſe Articles were ſent to 
Pope Alexander III. for his Sancti- 
on, he preſently condemned them as 
prejudicial to the Church. Upon 
which, Becket openly declared that he 
repented of having promiſed to ſub- 
ſcribe them, and the Pope abſolved 


him, and promiſed to ſtand by him: 


And now this proud and arrogant 
Prelate became more inſolent than 


ever, croſſed the King in all his De- 


ſipns, and treated him in a very inde- 
cent and unbecoming Manner ; who 
in Return loaded him with Proſecu- 
tions, and did all he could to hum- 
ble him, but to no Purpoſe ; he re- 


fuſed to plead in the King's Courts, 


and even to wait on the King, when 
he ſent for him. For theſe and other 
Miſdemeanors, all his moveable 
Goods were confiſcated, and he was 
at laſt atcnſed of Perjury and Trea- 
ſon, and the Court declared that he 
ought to be impriſoned, and — 
according to Law. He was ſummon- 
ed to appear and hear his Sentence; 
but he refuſed to come, ſaying that 
the Peers had no Authority ta judge 
him, and that he appealed to the 
Pope. Thus growing ſtill more and 
more obſtinate, and perceiving at the 
ſame Time his Danger, he privately 


made off in the Night, and went 
over to Flanders. The King of 


France, glad of any Opportunity of 


embroiling Henty's Affairs, promiſed 


Becket his Protection, and even im- 
portuned the Pope to eſpouſe his 


Cauſe, which he was of himſelf e- 
nough inclined - to do. From this 


Time we have many Inſtantes of 
the intolerable Inſolence of 2 
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pf the Pride and Haughtineſs and 
Policy of the Pope, who dreading 
ſpin out Time, and amuſe the King 
by various Artifices; whilſt the Kin 
acted vigorouſly againſt the Pope an 
Becket, torbidding 5 to Rome, 
or to receive any Mandates from 
thence, and ſuſpending the Payment 
of Peter Pence till further Order. In 
ſhort, both Sides remained as yet in- 
flexible, and neither ſhewed any In- 
clination to yield to the other. And 
thus Matters ſtood in 1169. 
_ To go a little back : In 1165 the 
King's Daughter Maud was married 
to Henry D uke of Saxony, from 
which Marriage deſcended his pre- 
ſent Majeſty King GeorGs. 
In 41166, ſome Hereticks, (as all 
are called who differ from the Church 
of Rome) about zo in Number, ar- 
rived in England from Germany. They 
were called Publicans, but why 15 not 
known. And it 1s as uncertain what 


| we have an Account of them only 
from their Perſecutors, or why they 
came over to Exgland; but it was at 
a wrong Time 2 them, as indeed 
there was generally no worſe, than 
when Princes were at Variance with 
the Pope. They were ſummoned be- 
fore a Council at Oxford, and being 
aſked who they were, they anſwered 
that they were Chri/tians and Follow- 
ers of the Doctrine of the Apoſtles. 


delivered them over to the Secular 
Power: And the King, willing to 
keep as fair with the Pope as hecould, 
treated them very ſeverely indeed. 
He cauſed them to be branded in the 
Cheek with a hot Iron, and forbad 
all his Subjects, under ſtrict Penalties, 
to give them any Relief; and ſo they 
all miſerably periſhed with Hunger, 
without any one's hearing them 
make the leaſt Complaint. | 
The ſame Year Prince John was 
born; and a little after, the Empreſs 


HENRY 1. 


an entire Rupture, endeavoured to 


were n Tenets, as 


The Council condemned them, and 


Beſtdes, he was deſirous, if he 4 


Maud, the King's Mother, of whom 


ſo much has een ſaid in the laſt We 
Reign, died in the 67th Year of her more 
Age, and was buried at Roa in derin 
Normandy. 7 of tl 
King Henry, after having been in ſoon 
France near four Years, returned to Matte 
England in 1170, where his Abſence recon! 
having occaſioned much Neglect and reftor, 
many Abuſes in the Adminiſtration teſting 
of Juſtice, he ſent Commiſſioners in- was p 
to each County, to inquire into the Thi 
Miſdemeanors of the Sheriffs and enoug 
other Officers, and to puniſh thoſe ſo on 
who ſhould be found guilty. | arrivec 
The Tame Year, with the Conſent the Ar 
of the Clergy and People, he cauſed munic; 
his eldeſt Son Henry to be crowned had ta 
by the Archbiſhop of York, and the gainſt 
Spiritual and Temporal Lords, and jame / 
agiſtrates of the Cities and Coun- great! 
ties, did Homage to the young King. under 
At the Coronation Feaſt the old paired | 
King would carry up, the firſt Diſh, made h 
and told his Son, that never was any e's inf 
Monarch more honourably ſerved: The K. 
Coos which young Henry, who was WW fich E. 
of a very haughty Temper, ſaid haught) 
ſoftly to the Archbiſhop of Yor, WM uillity 
It is no fuch great Honour for 1h: Sin Wi followir 
of a King to be ſerved by the Son f Unbaypi 
as Far © vants, 4 
Shortly after the King fell fo vio- verge 
lently ill at Domfront, in the Province Mun 
of Main, that believing he was near From q 
his End, he made his Will, giving Domeſti 
to his eldeſt Son Henry, England, WiWcall Bar 
Normandy, Main and Anjou; and to entered 
Prince Richard, Guienne and Pai, Life, / 
He thought Bretaign was ſufficient terbury, | 
for Geoffrey; and as for his youngeſt o folloy 
Son John, he only recommended hin end adya 
to be provided for by his eldeſt Bro- fltr, u 
ther; on which Account he got the Wind ſplit 
Nick-Name of Lack-Land. 0 that hi 
The King's dangerous Illneſs bz. cer the 
ving alſo raifed ſome Scruples in hs ef this A 
Mind, in relation to ſpiritual Af. ir the ve 
fairs, he reſolved, if he recovered, hpees at 
to make up Matters with Becks. ends: 


he hid \ 
(7) x 


i 
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live, to paſs the reſt of his Days in 
Quiet, which the Pope threatened 
more and more to diſturb, by thun- 
dering out againſt him the Cenſures 
of the Church. Accordingly, as 
ſoon as he recovered, he ordered 


Matters ſo, that he was thoroughly 


reconciled to Becker, and ſwore to 
reftore him to his former State. Pro- 
teſting he heartily forgave all that 
was paſſed. Y 

This Reconciliation was fincere 
enough on the King's Side, but not 
ſo on Becker's. For he no ſooner 


| arrived in England, but he ſuſpended 


the Archbiſhop of York, and excom- 
municated ſome other Biſhops, who 
had taken Part with the King a- 
gainſt him, and proceeded to the 
ame Acts of Severity againſt other 
great Men. The Biſhops thus put 
under the Church's Cenſure, re- 
paired to the King in Normanay, and 
made heavy Complaints againſt Beck- 
t's infolent and Hin dee Spirit. 
The King was ſo provoked at theſe 
freſh Efforts of this turbulent and 
haughty Prelate to diſturb his Tran- 
quillity, that he ſpoke aloud to the 
following Purpoſe ; ' It is my great 
Unbappineſs, that among all my Ser- 
van e, there's not one who dares to 
revenge the Affronts I am continually 
neiving from a wuretched Prieſt. 
From this Time four of the King's 
Domeſticks, whom ſome Writers 


call Barons, and others Knights, 


entered into a Plot againſt Becker's 
life, Accordingly coming to Can- 
lrbury, they too an Opportunity 
to follow him into the Cathedral, 
ind adyanced after him up to the 
Altar, where they fell upon him, 
ind ſplit his Skull with their Swords, 
bo that his #lood and Brains flew all 
Wer the Altar. The tragical End 
af this Archbiſhop, which happened 
u the Year 1171, with the Circum- 
ances attending it, gained him more 
bends after his Death, than ever 
de bed whilſt alive. Numberleſs 


99 
Miracles were ſaid to be wrought at 
his Tomb, many of them ridiculous 
enough, and ſome very ſtrange ones 
even before he was buried. But the 
credulous People in that dark Age 
believed them as faſt as they were 
told, and others did not dare to con- 
tradi them. The Court of Rome 
taking Advantage of this Credulity 
of the People, canonized Becker by 
the Name of S-. Thomas = Canter- 
bury, and he was honoured by Kings 
and Princes and all Ranks of People 
from all Parts of Chriſtendom, in 
numberleſs Pilgrimages to his Tomb. 
Though Men differ in their Opinions 
about this zew Saint, ſome eſteem- 
ing him an eminent Martyr, whilſt 
others would ſcarce allow him the 
Character of an honeſt Man. And 
about go Years after his Death, it 


was the Subject of a publick Diſ- 


pute at the Univerſity of Paris, 
whether Becket was in Heaven or 
Hell. However, it is certain he 
was a mighty Champion for the 
Pope and Clergy; and that was Me- 
rit enough to make him a Saint. 
The Trouble which Becket gave 
King Henry did not end with his 
Death. For now the King of France 
and his other Enemies charged him 
with having a Hand in the Murder, 


and did all they could to ſtir up the 


Pope to revenge it, who being wil. 
ling to lay hold on this Opportunity 
to humble Henry, threatened to ex- 
communicate him, and put the 
Kingdom under an Interdict, if he 
did not give ſufficient Marks of his 
Repentance. Henry by his Refotu- 
tion, Policy and Preſents to the Pope 
and Cardinals, averted this terrible 
Stroke, And whilſt the Matter was 
in Suſpence at Rome, he reſumed a 
Project he had formed ſome Years 
before, which was the Conqueſt of 
Ireland, He had obtained a Bull 
from Pope Aarian IV. Alexander 3 
Predeceſſdr, for this Purpoſe, here - 
in the Pope encourages him in the 

H 2 | Deſign, 
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Deſign, provided he would pay him 
and his Succeſſors one Penny a Year 


for every Houſe in Ireland, and in- 


violably maintain the Rights of the 
Church: Which ſhews upon what 
Motives ſuch Expeditions were en- 


couraged by the Court of Rome. 


However, Heut, whoſe Ambition 
ſeemed to be the chief Motive to 
this Undertaking, had now a fair 
Opportunity to put it in Execution. 
For Dermouth King of Leinſter, being 
at Variance with the other petty 
Kings of Ireland, and in Danger of 
being overpowered by them, applied 
himſelf to King Henry for his Aſ- 
ſiſtance, who glad of this Oppor- 
tunity of interpofing in the Affairs 
of Ireland, readily complied with 
this Requeſt; but as the War he 
had then with France would not ſut- 
fer him to lend Dermouth immediate 
Succours, he adviſed him to apply 
to ſome Engliſh Barons for what Aid 
they could afford him. He there- 
upon got Robert Fitz-Stephen, and 
Richard Strong-bow Earl of Pem- 
broke, to enter into an Alliance with 
him upon certain Conditions. Fi1z- 


Stephen firſt accompanied Dermouth 


into treland with 4>o Men, and the 
Earl of Pembroke followed with 1200; 
and with this Handful of Men at 
firſt had ſuch Succeſs, that many of 
the Country coming in to them, they 
extended their Conqueſts with great 
Papidity, and ſpread the Terror of 
their Arms all over Ireland. So that 
Henry growing jealous of them, and 


fearing they would make themſelves 


Maſters of the whole Country, which 
he deſigned for himſelf, forbad any 
more Provifions or Ammunition to 
be. ſent them, and even recalled all 


the Eng/iþ who were already there. 


But the two Captains ſending Depu- 


ties to aſſure him that all their Con- 
queſts ſhould be at his Command, 


with a formidable Army, and landed 


he was ſatisfied. Soon after which, 
viz. in 1172, he went over himſelf 


1 — 


HE N:/R.Y N 


at Waterford. Upon which the Jr; 
and Henry 


voluntarily ſubmitted, 
became Maſter of Ireland without 
ſtriking a Blow; all the petty Kings 
coming to Waterford, and ſtriving 
which ſhould firſt ſwear Fealty to 
him. Then going to Dublin, and 
leaving Hugh Lacy there to govern 
the Iſland in his Name, with the 


Title of Grand Juſticiary of Ireland, 


he ſet out for England. 

From England he ſoon went over 
to Normandy to meet the Pope's Le- 
gates who were there to examine into 
Becket's Murder; where after having 
cleared himſelf by Oath, and de- 
clared his Sorrow for the imprudent 
Words he had dropped, which occa- 
ſioned that Prelate's Aſſaſſination, he 
was abſolved, upon promiſing to per- 
form all that was required of him 


in favour of the Pope and Church, 


and to do Penance at Becke!'s Tomb; 
which he did upon his Return into 
England the next Year. For land- 
ing at Southampton, he proceeded di- 
rectly to Canterbury, and as ſoon as 
he came in Sight of the Town, he 
alighted, pulled off his Boots, and 
walked bare-footed three Miles till 
he came to the Tomb, where he 
ſubmitted himſelf to be ſhamefully 


ſcourged by the Prior and Monks of 


St. Auguſtine, Thus ended this trou- 
bleſome Affair, no leſs to the Pope's 
Advantage than to the Diſhonour of 
this 3 Prince, notwithſtanding his 
Reſolution at firſt; which ſhews how 
formidable the Spiritual Power was 
in thoſe dark and ſuperſtitious Times. 

The King was ſcarce got rid of 
the Trouble on Becker's Account, 
but he fell into another. A Con- 
ſpiracy was formed againſt him in 
his Abſence by his Queen Elaanor, 
and his Sons. Henry, Richard, and 
Geoffrey, into which were drawn ſe- 
veral of the Barons, and which was 
countenanced and encouraged by tie 
King of France and ſeveral other fo- 


reign Princes. Queen £/eanor was 
moved 
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moved to this by her extreme Jea- 
Jouſy, which had put her upon diſ- 
patching out of the Way Ro/amond 
Cliford, commonly called Fair Ro/a- 
nnd, Daughter to Lord Clifford, the 
King's chief Miſtreſs, whom he in 
rain thought he had ſecured from all 
Attempts, by keeping her in a La- 


Hyrinth he had built for that Purpoſe 


atMoodſtock. Young Henry was grown 
weary of the Title of King without 
the Authority. Richard and Geoffrey 
were diſſatisfied with their Father's 
retaining the Sovereignty of the 
Countries aſſigned for their Portions. 
Henry privately withdrew from Court, 
and went over to the King of France; 
which when the Queen was adver- 
tiſed of, ſhe ſent thither alſo Richard 
and Geoffrey : For which the old King 
ordered her to be clofely confined. 
Soon after he was attacked almoſt in 
all Places at once. Richard cauſed 
the greateſt Part of Guienne to revolt. 
Cegfrey raiſed an Inſurrection in Bre- 
zaign, The King of France, aſſiſt- 


ed by the Earls of Flanders, Bulloign - 


ad Blois, attackgd Normandy. Mil. 
lam King of Scotland invaded the 
Northern Parts: of - England. The 
Tarl of Leiceſter having levied an 
Army in France, landed at Southamp- 
tin, hoping to ſtir up all the Engl 
zpainſt the King. And in the mean 
Time the young King Henry, who 
continued at Paris, acted as if he 
had been ſole King of England, re- 
ceving the Homage of the Yaſals, 
making Grants and Donations of 
the Crown Lands, and exerciſing 
ocher Acts of Sovereignty. © 
Never did Prince ſtand more in 
need of Courage and Reſolution, 
and never was it better exerted than 
1 rol on this 3 Though 
e Contpiracy was deeply laid, and 
bone Arc out all 22 a ſudden, 
Unnof mare; he knew any Thing 
of the Matter; yet he managed his 
Affairs with ſuch Vigour, Prudence 
ad Magnanimity, that he got the 


tot 
better of all his Enemies, and pro- 
cured to himſelf once more the 
peaceable Poſſeſſion of all his Do- 
minions. In a few Months, either 
by himſelf or others, be became 
Maſter of the principal Places in 
Guienne, Saintonge, Anjou, Poictou 
and Bretaign. The King of France, 
ſurprized L Henry, was forced to 
raiſe the Siege of Roan, and retreat 
in the utmoſt Confuſion. In Erg- 
land, Humphrey Bohun defeated the 
Earl of Leiceſter and took him Pri- 

ſoner. The King of Scotland had 
the ſame Fate, and was not ſet at 


Liberty, upon the Concluſion of the 


Peace between all Parties, but on 
Condition of doing Homage to both 
the Henries for his Kingdom of Scot- 
land in general, and the County of 
Galloway in particular. Theſe great 
Succeſſes made the King of France 
defire Peace, and a Treaty was ſoon 
concluded, wherein he promiſed to 
ſurrender to Henry all the Caftles he 
had taken in the Beginning of the 
War, and Henry granted a general 
Pardon to all that had revolted a- 
goun him, without Exception ; and 
1s Sons promiſed to be obedient for 
the future. 
Peace being thus reſtored in 117 
Henry applied himſelf to the Affairs 
of Government, enacted new Laws, 
and revived others that had been 
neglected; and ſoon after, about the 
Year 1176, he divided England into 
ſix Parts, called Circuits, appointing 
Itinerant Judges to go at certain 
Times of the Year, and hold the 
Aſfizes, or adminiſter Juſtice to the 
People; which is practiſed at this 
Day. He alſo demoliſhed ſuch for- 
tified Caftles as ſtill remained in pri- 
vate Hands. 
About the fame Time London- 
Bridge began to be built of Stone, 
by Peter Coleman, a Prieſt. The 


King, the Pope's Legate, and the 


Archbiſhop of Canterbury, contribu- 


ted towards the Work. it was H- 


H 3 niſhed 


. ot 

niſhed in about 33 Years, during 
which Time the Courſe of the 
Thames was turned another Way, by 
n Trench cut for that Purpoſe from 
Batterſea to Rotherhithe. 

The late Peace was rather con- 
ſtrained than fincere on the Part of 
Henry's Sons. They were ſtill diſ- 
ſatisfied, and their Ambition and 
Luſt of Power diſpoſed them to take 
the firſt Opportunity of giving new 
Diſturbance to the King their Fa- 
ther, who, as he had been all his 
Life a Slave to his Luſt, was now 
fallen in Love with Alice, Daughter 
of Lewis of France, who at the 
Concluſion of the late Peace was 
put into Henry's Hands to be edu- 
cated in England, as being deſigned 
in Marriage for his Son Richard: 
But he betrayed his Truſt, and de- 
tained the young Princeſs from his 
Son, which gave Richard a new 
Handle againſt his Father, though 
as to his — with her, he was 
very indifferent about it. The young 
King Hexry and Prince Geoffrey were 
alſo diſcontented upon the ſame 
Score as before. Their Deſigns, 
which had been ſuppreſſed for ſome 
Vears, began to break out into Ac- 
tion in 1182, when young Heury re- 
paired to Guzenne to ſtir up the Ga/- 
coigns to a Revolt. But he was 


ſeized with a flow Fever, which put 


an End to his Life in 1183, and 
Hiſtorians tell us he ſhewed great 
Signs of Grief for what he had 
done and projected againſt the King 
his Father. His Fecher Geoffrey 
did not long ſurvive him. He died 
at Paris, whither he went to aſſiſt 
at a Tournament, in 1186, leaving 
Corn/tance of Bretaign his Wife big 
with Child, who was ſoon after de- 
livered of a Son, named Arthur, 
The Death of the young King 
put a Stop for ſome Time to the 
tract the Royal Family. But Prince 
Richard, who was now Heir Appa- 


roubles that were beginning to diſ- 
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rent to the Crown, being naturally 
of a violent and reftle; Temper, 
began about two Years after to raiſe 
new. Diſturbances in the King's fo. 
reign Dominions. He got the Pro- 
vinces to revolt, and acknowledge 
him for their Sovereign, and did 
Homage for them to Philip King of 
France, who had ſucceeded his Fa. 
ther Lewis. Theſe and ſome other 
Proceedings occaſioned a War be. 
tween the two Monarchs, in which 
King Henry, who was now deſerted 
by his Freuch Subjects, was fo un- 
ſucceſsful, that he was conſtrained 
at laſt, in 1189, to make Peace 
with Philip upon very diſhonourable 
Terms. 
added another : He diſcovered, that 
his beloved Son John had, during 
the War, held Intelligence with Phi- 
lip, and was concerned in his Bro- 
ther's Conſpiracies to dethrone him. 
This made him curſe the Day of 
his Birth, and to utter Imprecations 
againſt his Sons, which he would 
never revoke., | 
This famous Monarch, after all 
his Grandeur and Proſperity, being 
reduced to ſo low a State, did not 
long ſurvive this violent Shock in 
his Fortune. 
ack « Chinon, and died on the 6th 
uly, 1189, in the c7th Year of 
wg nay — 35th of his Reign, 
He was interred in the Choir of the 
Nunnery at Fentewerard, which he 
had founded. A ftately Tomb was 
afterwards erected for him and Hlla- 
nor his Queen, and for King Ri- 
chard and his Qgeen, their Efigies 
in Braſs being placed together in one 
Monument. | 
He had five Sons by Eleanor of 
Guienne his en, of whom only 
Richard and Jobs ſurvived him. 
The Marriage of his eldeſt Daugh- 
ter Maud has been already men- 
tioned, His Daughter Eleanor was 
married to Alphonſo King of Caſil, 
and Jaannab to William II. King of 
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ly Sicily. He had two natural Sons by ſelf humbled. However, this muſt 
FT, Fair Roſamond, and another by a be ſaid in his Praiſe, that England 
iſe Daughter of Sir Ralph Bit. had never been in ſo flouriſhing a 
o- There was a great Mixtute of Condition as in-his Reign, and that 
0- Vices and Virtues in Ning y. the Misfortunes he met witk fell ra- 
ge He was certainly a Ffines UNA ex- ther on himſelf than the- Kingdom, 


id ated Genius, valiant; ge po- which by his Accefion becume one 
of litick and deurned: Bet at the ſume of the moſt powerful States in Zu- 
at Time it muſt be oWHed, hat h&was rope. 3 | 

er exceeding haughty, that*his*Ambi- Of the Zagliſß Hi Simeon 
e- tion was inſatiable, And his Luſt of Darbam, and Henry Arehdeacon 
ch boundleſs, and where Nbve or Em- of Huntinguon, flouriſned ubont this 
ed pire were concerned, he ſtuck at Time. 

a. nothing to accomplim is Beffres. Saladin, Sultan of ' Babylez, took 
ed But this great Prince, -Who-ufed to FJeruſalem from the \Dhiſtians to- 
ce ſay in his Proſperity,” that rh she wards the End of this King's Reign, 
le World was but ſalficient for” one great after they had been in Pofleflion of 
36 Man, lived long endug He ſee him- it near an Hundred Fears. 
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RicHARD I. furnam'd Coeur-de-Lion. 


ICHARD ſtaid above a 
Month in France after his Fa- 

; ther's Death, ſo well was he 
aſſured. of the Diſpoſition of the 
People of England, and that no- 
thing would be attempted there to 
his Prejudice; though in his Father's 
Life-time he had, or pretended to 
have, ſome Feats and jealouſies on 
Account of his Brother Prince John. 
"The firſt Thing he did was to have 
an Interview with Philip, when he 
thanked him for his late Protection, 
and did Homage to him for his 
French Provinces. On the 20th of 
July, he received the Ducal Crown 
of Normandy at Roan, and was girt 
with the Ducal Sword according to 
itte Cuſtom of Inveſtiture. The firſt 
Order he ſent to Exgland, where he 
was obeyed as if he had been alrea- 
dy crowned, was to ſet his Mother 
Queen Eleanor at Liberty, who had 
been fixteen Years in Confinement. 
He alſo intruſted her with the Ad- 
miniſtration during his Abſence, and 
impowered her to releaſe what Pri- 
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ſoners ſhe pleaſed ; who was too ſen- their 
ſibly affected with her long Confine- to the 
ment, not to exerciſe with Pleaſure lip an 
this Power given her by her Son; mity, 
who having ſettled his Affairs in cordir 
France, came to London, and was Chrif? 
crowned by Baldwin, Archbiſhop of Franc 
Canterbury, on on 4 3, 1189. The zealou 
Ceremony was diſturbed by the Maſ- and ſh 
facre of ſome Jews, who preſſing to inliſtir 
ſee the Solemnity, the People fell Mone) 
furiouſly on them, and killed ſeve- were y 
ral of them, But the King having fair fr 
cauſed a ftri Inquiry to be made, ther fo 
ſome of the — in this gion, 
barbarous Action were deſervedly As! 
put to Death. It muſt be obſerved, Figure 
that ever fince the Taking of 7:- It was 1 
ruſalem by the Saracens, the Peo- him a 
ple breathed nothing but Revenge tain w. 
againſt the Enemies of Chriſi; and to raiſe 
this made them take this Oppor- — 
tunity of falling upon the poor 1 | 
Jerus, though they had no Hand in g olly 
that Revolution in Paleſline. Their almoſt 
not being Chriſtians was enough; which t 
Lon- the chi 


And the cruel Example of the 


; cording to both their Vows. 


dimers 128 followed by ſeveral other 


reat Towns, eſpecially at Zork, 


where 500 Jews, : beſides the Wo- 
men and Children, having fled into 
the. Caſtle to avoid the Fury of the 
Rabble, the High- Sheriff required 
them to deliver it up; and upon 
their Refuſal, the People drew up in 
a Body and attacked the. Caſtle. 
The Jews offered à great Sum of 
Money to go off with their Lives, 
but the People would give them no 
Quarter. And fo rather than fall 
into the Hands of the uncircumciſed 
Chrifians, every Maſter of a Family 
cut his Wife's and Children's Throats 
firſt, then diſpatched his. Servants, 
and ended with the Slaughter of 
himſelf, | | 

A new Cruſade for the Recovery 
of Jeruſalem from the Infidels had 
been reſolved on between Philip of 
France and King Henry, in which 
Rickard was to bear a Part; but 
their private Quarrels had put a Stop 
to the Undertaking. And now Phi- 
lis and Richard being in perfect A- 
mity, they reſumed the Deſign ac- 
The 
Chrifians in general, eſpecially in 
France and England, were extremely 
zealous for this religious Expedition, 
and ſhewed their Ardour, either by 
nliting themſelves - or advancing 
Money. King Richard's Thoughts 
vere wholly taken up with this Af- 
fair from his very Acceſſion, whe- 
ther for the Sake of Glory or Reli- 
gion, let the Reader judge. 

As he deſigned to make as great a 
Figure as poſſible in this Expedition, 
it was neceſſary he ſhould carry with 
him a numerous Army; to main- 
tain which he ſtuck at no Methods 
to raiſe Money. Beſides the late 
King's "Treaſure, amounting td a- 
bove 100,000 Marks, which he 
waolly applied this Way, be ſold 
almoſt all the Crown Lands, of 
which the Biſhops and Abbots were 
tie chief Purchaſers. For 10,000 
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Marks he delivered up Berwick and 
Roxberough to the King of Scotland, 
and diſcharged him and his Succeſ-. 
ſors from the Homage his Father 
bad impoſed. - When Complaints 
were made. to him for theſe Mea- 
ſures, he ſaid, Se woulg ſell London 
itſelf, could he find a Chapman able 
ta purchaſe it. He got a Power from 
the Pope to diſpenſe with thoſe wha 
repented of their Vow, as haying 
too haſtily engaged in the Cruſade ; 
and as there were many of this 
Sort, he raiſed great Sums by this 
Means, He moreover extorted Mo- 
ney from the richeſt of his Subjects, 
by borrowing of thoſe againſt whom 
he could have no Handle, and lay- 
ing ſuch as had any Ways made 
themſelves obnoxious under a Ne- 
ceſlity of ſaving themſelves harmleſs 
by making him Preſents. Whilſt 
he was by theſe and other Methods 
heaping up Money, the Clergy did 
all they could to procure him Sol- 
diers, and the Army ſoon became 
very numerous. | 
Having made theſe extraordinary 
Preparations for his Voyage, he gave 
the Regency during his Abſence to - 
Longchamp his High- Chancellor, who 
was alio Biſhop of Fly and the Pope's 
Legate, joining with him the Biſhop 
of Durham. As to his Brother Prince 
Jobn, he would not. let him have 


any Share in the Government, for 


fear of giving him an Opportunity 
to act againit him: But then, to 
make him eaſy, he inveſted him 
with the Earldoms of Corxwwall, 


- Dorſet, Somerſet, Nottingham, Der- 


by, and Lancaſter, and gave him 
in Marriage Avi/a, Heireſs of the 
Houſe of Gloucefter, his ſecond Cou- 
fin. | 

All Things being ſettled, King 


Richard paſſed over into France a- 


bout the Beginning of the Vear 
1190, and the two Armies of. France 
and England, making together above 
100,000 Men, joined at Vexelai, to- 

wards 
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wards the End of June, according 
to Agreement. The two Monarchs 
marched together as far as Lyons, 
where parting, Phzlip 222 for 
Genoa, and Richard for Mar/cilles 
to meet his Fleet; both being to 
join again at Mz/fina- in Sicily, the 
general Rendezvous of the Croi/es. 
Philip ſoon arrived there, but Ki- 
chard, whoſe Fleet had been ſepa- 
rated by a Storm, and were ſome 
Time before they joined again, not 
till towards the End of September. 
Here a Quarrel ſoon aroſe be- 
tween King Richard and Tancred 
King of S:ci/y, who having detained 
the Queen-Dowager, Richard”s Siſ- 
ter, in Priſon, ſet her at Liberty upon 
his Arrival, and ſent her to him. 
But Richard. not ſatisfied with this, 
demanded the Dower aſſigned her 
by liam II. her Huſband, Tan- 
ered being very backward to comply 
with this Demand, Richard ſeized 
on a Caſtle and Monaſtery near Me/- 
, and Tancred in Return ordered 
Matters ſo, that the Inhabitants of 
Meſſina, taking the Advantage of 
ſome Diſorder there, expelled the 
Engliſh out of their City, Richard, 
enraged at this, attacked the City 
with ſuch Fury, that he became 
Maſter of it in the firſt Aſſault. 
Upon this Tancred thought fit to 
ſatisfy all Richard's Demands, and 
a Treaty was concluded between 
them. But as nothing but Force 
had brought Tancred to comply, he 
now endeavoured to ſow Diſſention 
between Richard and Philip. The 
latter had already looked with a jea- 
lous Eye on Ricbard's viſible Supe- 
riority, and was of himſelf but too 
much diſpoſed to fall out with him. 
And now both Sides being exaſpera- 
ted, Philip peremptorily demanded 
of Richard to conſummate his Mar- 
riage with the Princeſs Alice his Siſ- 
ter ; and Richard as peremptorily re- 
fuſed it, ſaying, he could not marry 
2 Princeſs, by whom the King his 
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Father had had a Son, offering to 
rove it by Witneſſes: And tho this 
oint, being of ſo tender a Nature, 

was dropt; yet this and ſome other 

Diſputes had ſo exaſperated their 

Minds, that they were never more 

Friends. However, this did not 


'hinder them from purſuing their 


Voyage. | 
Philip ſet ſail firſt about the End 
of March, 1191, Richard ſaying for 
the Arrival of Eleanor his Mother, 
who was bringing along with her 
Berenguella of Navarre, whom he 
had eſpouſed. They ſoon arrived, 
and Eleanor returning home, leaving 
Berenguella with the Queen-Dowa- 
ger of Sicily, King Richard put to 
Sea with a gallant Fleet, F tb 2 
Fortnight after Philip's Departure, 
taking the two Princeſſes along with 
him. This Fleet met with a violent 
Storm between Cyprus and Rhodes, 
which drove Part of them on the 
Coaſt of Cyprus; where Jaac, King 
of the Iſland, a Prince of a very 
bad Character, impriſoned the Eng- 
lißb that had eſcaped the Shipwreck, 
and ſeized their Effects. King Ri- 
chard provoked at this Barbarity, 
as ſoon as the ſcattered Fleet was 
joined, landed his Men, and attacked 
Laac ſo furiouſly, that he was forced 
to abandon the Shore. The King 
of England purſuing this Advantage, 
with Eaſe made himſelf Maſter of 


the City of Limiſſo; and ſoon after . 


Tſaac and his only Daughter were 
made Priſoners. He entreated King 
Richard not to put him in Irons, 
who granted his Requeſt ſo far, that 
inſtead of Irons he ordered him to 
be bound with Silver Fetters. The 
Conqueſt of the whole Iſland ſoon 
followed, which Richard gave ſome 
Time after to Guy of Lu/ignan, the 
laſt King of Feru/alem, whoſe Fa- 
mily enjoyed it near 200 Years. Be- 
fore Richard left Cyprus, he conſum- 
mated his Marriage with the Prin- 
ceſs Berenguella. Whill 
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Whilſt the King was making 
himſelf famous by theſe por Ac- 
tions abroad, Longchamp the Regent 
abuſed his Power at home to ſuch 
2 Degree, that his Collegue the Bi- 
ſhop of Durham, and the fix Coun- 
ſellors the King had appointed to aſ- 
ft them, complained to Prince John, 
and got him to join with them in 
order to depoſe him; which they 
effected, and conferred the Regency 
on the Archbiſhop of Noan, till the 
King's Pleaſure ſhouid be known. 
John was glad of this Opportunity 
of having a Hand in the Adminiſtra- 
tion, and improved it fo as to make 
a ſtrong Party for the Crown, in 
caſe his Brother died during his Ex- 
pedition, in Prejudice of his Ne- 
phew Arthur, Duke of Bretaign, 
Son to his elder Brother Geoffrey. 

To return to the Affairs of Pale- 


flint, Acon or Polemais had been 


beſieged by ſome Chriſtian Princes a 
whole Year. When Philip of France 
arrived, he continued the Siege, but 
with little Succeſs, King Richard 
arriving afterwards, carried it on ſo 
vigorouſly, that in ſpite of all the 


Attempts of the Sultan Saladin to 


raſe it, the City at length ſurren- 
cred upon Articles, July 12, 1191. 
And now the Chriſtian Army ex- 
pected to march towards Feru/alem, 
but the Diſſention between the two 
Kings, which broke cut afreſh, ac- 
caſioned chiefly by Philip's envying 
Richard's Glory, and the Superiori- 
ty he had obtained by the Number 
and good Condition of-his Troops, 
and his perſonal Valour, proyed an 
Obſtacle to the Deſign. 
inding himſelf very weak after a 
volent Fit of Sickneſs,” and being 
upatient to go and take Poſſeſſion 
of Artois, which was fallen to him 
by the Death of the Earl of Flan- 
lern, quitted Paleſtine and returned 
ome, leaving 10,000 of his Men 
under the Command of the Duke of 
Burgundy, Soon after his Depar- 


And Philip 
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ture, Richard and Saladin exhibited 
a Spectacle of Horror, by putting 
the Priſoners to Death, each had in 
his Power, which were ſome Thou- 
ſands. This was occaſioned by Sa- 
ladin's refuſing to perform the Arti- 
cles of the Surrender of Acon, upon 
which Richard is thought to have be- 
gun with beheading the Turtib Pri- 
ſoners, and Saladin, by way of Re- 
riſal, did the ſame by his Chriſtian 
aptives. Such Inſtances of Barba- 
rity are rarely to be found in Hiſtory, 
and whether they can be juſtified by 
the Laws of War, or the Law of 
Retaliation, T ſhall not take upon 
me to determine. | 
After this, Richard reſolved to 
beſiege Aſcalon; and as he was 
marching towards it with that De- 
fign, Saladin poſted himſelf advan- 
tageouſly in the Way, wth an Ar- 
my of 300,000 Men. Here a great 
Battle enſued, which was fought on 
Sept. 7, 1191. Richard attacked the 
Saracens, ſo much ſuperior to him 
in Number, with ſuch undaunted 
Valour and Reſolution, that he in 
the End entirely defeated them, 
leaving 40,000 dead on the Field 
of Battle. After which he repaired 
the maritime Cities of 4/calon, Jop- 
pa and Cz/area, which Saladin had 
abandoned after having demoliſhed 
their Walls. Then be marched to- 
wards Jeruſalem, and in his Way 
took the great Babylon Caravan, 
conſiſting of 3000 loaded Camel:, 
and 4000 Horſes or Mules, and 
guarded by 10,000 Horſe. By this 
Means he made himſelf Maſter of 
an ineſtimable Booty. After which 
he continued his March towards Je- 
ruſalem, and from a Hill had a Pro- 
ſpe& of the City : But Want of Fo- 
rage obliged him to put off the 
Siege. In the mean Time, the 
Duke of Au/ftria with the Germans, 
and the Duke of Bargunay with the 
French, deſerted him, and the [talian 
Troops under the Marquis of Mont- 
ferrat 


— 


108 
ferrat refuſed to ſerve, any longer. 
Theſe Things, together with. the 
Diminiſhing of his own Troops by 
Sickneſs and Battles, the Fear of 
Philip's attacking his Dominions in 
his Abſence, and the News of what 
his Brother John was doing in Eng- 
land, made Richard reſolve to re- 
turn home, But before his Depar- 
ture he cauſed Henry, Earl of Cham- 
paign, to be elected General of the 
Forces that were to be left behind 
in Paleſtine, and concluded a Treaty 
with Saladin for three Vears. Thus 
ended this famous Cru/ade, which 
drained England and France of Men 
and Money, and after ail proved of 
but very little- Advantage to the 
Eaxftern Chriſtians. . 
Richard embarked for England to- 
wards the End of the Year 1192, 
and meeting with a Storm, was forced 
on the Coaſt of HMHria, and from 
thence between Aguileia and Venice. 
Whether by Miſtake, or otherwiſe, 
he entered the Territories of the 
Duke of Aufria, whom he had af- 
fronted at the Siege of Acon, and 
took the Road to Vienna. Though 
he travelled in the Diſguiſe of a Pil- 
grim, as did alſo his Attendants, he 
Was however at laſt accidentally diſ- 
covered to the Duke of Auſtria, and 
ſeized at a Village near Vienna. The 
Emperor Henry VI. demanded this 
Royal Priſoner of the Duke, who de- 
Jirered him up, upon Aſſurance given 
him that he ſhould bave a good Share 
in his Ranſom. The News of the 
Kin g's Impriſonment quickly reachꝰ'd 
England, and cauſed the greateſt Con- 
ſternation among his Friends, whilſt 
Prince John took this Opportunity 
to endeavour to wreſt the Crown 
from his Brother, but was prevented 
by the Diligence of the Queen his 
Mother and the Barons, who pre- 
ſerved their Fidelity to their impri- 
ſoned Sovereign. Finding he could 
not make a ſufficient Party in Eug- 
land, he went over to Normanay, 


RICHARD I. 
and failing alſo in his Attempts 
there, he applied to the King of 


France, and made à Treaty with 
him. Philip, glad of any Pretence 
to embroil Richard's Affairs, reſolved 
to ſeize on the Provinces he held ir 
France, He made himſelf Maſter of 
Gifors, Eureux, and the Country of 
the Vexin, and laid Siege to Rear; 
but he failed in this laſt Attempt, 
being repulſed with great Loſs, and 
forged to abandon the Siege. 

In the mean Time Queen Eleanor 
left no Stone unturned to procure 
the Liberty of the King her, Son, 


whilſt Philip and John did all they 


could to prevail with the Emperor 
to keep him till a Priſoner. El:a- 
nor at laſt had her Deſire, chief. 
ly by means of the German Princes, 
who vigorouſly eſpouſed the Cauſe 
of the unfortunate King before the 
Emperor; and ſo Richard was ſet at 
Liberty upon paying down 100,000 
Marks of pure Silver, which the 
Queen his Mother raiſed in England 
for that Purpoſe, and giving Hoſ- 
tages for the Payment of 50,000 
more. The King was no ſooner re- 
leaſed, but he ſet out with all Speed 
for the Low Countries, and embark- 
ing at Antwerp, arrived at Sandwich 
on the 2oth of March, 1194, after 
having been abſent from England 
four 3 of which he had been 
fifteen Months a Priſoner. 
Richard was received with great 
Demonſtrations of Joy by his Sub- 
jects, but he did not make any long 
Stay in England. For having re- 
duced the few Caſtles that were ill 
in the Hands of John's Adherents, 
and cauſed himſelf to be crowned a 
ſecond Time, he paſſed over into 
France with a conſiderable Army, 
to be revenged on Philip for his late 
Inſults, and for encouraging the Re- 
bellion of his Brother John. At the 
Inſtances of his Mother, he was re- 
conciled to Prince John at Roan, up- 


on his making his Submiſſion : But 
a War 
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War commenced between the two 
Kings; the Particulars of which are 
bat of ſmall Moment, neither "of 
them gaining much Advantage over 
the other. It laſted five Years, be- 
ing often interrupted by Truces, 
which were as often broke on both 
Sides ; but at laſt it ended in a Truce 
for five Years, wherein it was agreed, 
that each Party ſhould remain in 
Poſſeſſion of what he held at that 
Time, 7 

Whilſt Richard was in France, a 
oreat Sedition was raiſed in London, 
by one William Fitz-Ofborn, com- 
monly called Zongbeard, on Account 
of a Tax, which he alledged would 
fall wholly on the Poor, with whom 
he had gained great Credit by af- 
ſecting always to appear an Advo- 
cate for them. The Tumult could 
not be appeaſed without the chief 
Citizens taking to Arms. In the 
EndLongbeard was taken and hanged, 
with nine of his Accomplices. 

About this Time lived the famous 
Robin Hood, with his Aſſociate Little 
John, who with their Gang are ſaid 
to have infeſted Torſſpire with their 
Robberies. Some ſay he was of no- 
ble Deſcent, and was reduced to 
theſe Courſes by his Riot and Ex- 
trayagance. He never hurt any Per- 
ſon, robbed ny the Rich, and ſpar- 


ed the Poor. A Proclamation being 


Iſſued againſt him, he fell ſick at the 


Nunnery of Berkely, and deſiring to 
de let Blood, was betrayed and bled 
to Death. 

Richard, after the Truce he had 
made with France, might have en- 
joyed ſome Repoſe iter his many 
fatigues, if his Avarice had not 
put him upon an Actien, which oc- 
caſoned his Death. A Gentleman 


of Lingſin, which was held of the 


uchy of Guienne, having found a 
Treaſure that had been hid for ſome 
Ages in his Grounds, Richard pre- 
tended it belonged to him, as Sove- 
gn of the Country, The Gen- 
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tleman would have given him a Part, 
but finding the King was reſolved to 


have the Whole, he applied for Pro- 


tection to Vidomar, Viſcount of Z.. 
moges, Who ſheltered him in the Ca- 
ſtle of Chaluz. Howeden ſays it was 
Vidomar himfelf, who found the 
Treaſure in his own Eſtate. Be that 
as it will, Richard marched into the 
Limoſin, to lay Siege to the Caſtle. 
But as he was taking a Turn round 
it in order to view it, one Bertram 
an Archer let fly an Arrow at him 
from the Walls, which fhot him in 
the Shoulder cloſe to his Neck. 
The Wound, under the Manape- 
ment of an unſkilful Surgeon, gan- 
8 ſo that he died of it eleven 
ays after he received it, viz. on 
the 6th of April, 1199. The Caſtle 
being taken before he died, and the 
Perſon who ſhot him brought before 
him, he aſked him why he did it, 
The Man boldly replied, it was to 
revenge the Death of his Father and 
Brother whom the King had lain, 
and that he was glad he had rid the 
World of one who had done ſo much 
Miſchief. The dying King forgave - 
him, and ordered him his Liberty 
with a Preſent of 1co Shillings. 


But as ſoon as the King was dead, 


Marchad, General of the Flemings, 
cauſed the miſerable Man to be flead 
alive. 

Thus fell King Richard, in the 
Ioth Year of his Reign, and forty- 
third of his Age. Before he died 
he made his Will, leaving his King- 
dom and his other Dominions to his 
Brother John, and ordered his Bo- 
dy to be buried at Fontevernrd, at 
the Feet of the King his Father, to 
teſtify his Grief for his undutiful 
Behaviour towards him. He left 


only a natural Son, whoſe Name 


was Philip, to whom he gave the 
Lordſhip of Cognac in the Duchy of 


Guienne. 


He was certainly a Prince of an 
intrepid and dauntleſs Spirit, of un- 
queſtionable 
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queſtionable Valour and Courage, 


whence he was ſurnamed Coeur de 
Lion, or Lion's Heart. It approached 
indeed too near to a certain brutiſh 
Fierceneſ-, and if he 1s to be com- 
mended for this, we are at a Loſs 
for any other Topick of Praiſe, If 
thoſe who have writ his Life, have 
not miſrepreiented him, Pride, Ava- 
rice and Luft, were his reigning Vi- 
ces. It is ſaid that a certain Prieſt 
once took the Freedom to admoniſn 
him to put off theſe ill Qualities, 
which were uſually called his fee 
Daughters, The King told him he 
had been thinking to do fo, and 
would give the firſt to the 7 canplars, 
the ſecond to the Monks, and the 
third to the Biſpops, He impoſed 
exorbitant Taxes on his Subjects, 
and extorted large Sums from them 
by unjuſtifiable Methods. During 


his whole Reign, he never was a- 


bove eight Months in Erg/and, which 
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doubtleſs was unhappy under his Go- 
vernment. But the People thought 
the Renown their King gained in his 
Wars redounded to the Honour of 
the Nation, and ſo they were well 
enough pleaſed. 

Richard was the firſt King of 
England who bore three Lions paſ- 


ant in his Arms. He ordered that 


Weights and Meaſures ſhould be the 
ſame all over the Kingdom, In his 
Reign the City of London began to 
aſſume a new Form, with reſpect to 
its Government, to have a Mayer, and 
to be divided into ſeveral Corporati- 
ons or Societies, now termed Compa- 
nies. Henry Fitz- Alwin was the fiſt 
Mayor, who continued in that Of. 
fice four- and-twenty Years, Willi. 
am of Newbury, ſo called from a Mo- 
naſtery in York/hire, of which he 
was a Member, wrote his Hiſtory of 
England about this Time. 
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HOUGH King Richard 

had by his Will given all 

| his Dominions to his Bro- 
ther John, he did not ſucceed to them 
without ſome Trouble, and a good 
deal of Art and Management. Be- 
ides that the laſt Will of a Prince 
is but of little Weight, if the Inte- 
reſt or Spirit of the People runs a- 
gainſt it, Prince Jabs had a Nephew 
who was his Competitor, and had as 
good, if not a better Title than him- 
ſelf, namely, Arthur, Duke of Bre- 
taign,Son to his elder Brother Gegfiq. 
As to Exgland indeed there appears to 
have been no Regulation with regard 
to the Succeſſion to the Crown ſince 
the Norman Conqueſt, and ſo John's 
Title might be as good as Arthur's, 
beſides his having his Brother's Will 
on his Side: But in the foreign Pro- 
vices poſſeſſed by the Ez FB, the 


Right of Succeſſion in the direct 
Line was generally received. - As 
dere therefore the greateſt Difficulty 
lay, John ſtaid in France, where he 
vas when his Brother died, to get 


3 


himſelf eſtabliſhed in thoſe Provin- 
ces; whilſt his Friends took Care of 
his Intereſt in Er-g/azd. Theſe were 
his Mother Queen Eleanor, (who ap- 
prehended, if her Grandſon Arthur 
aſcended the Throne, his Mother 
Conſtance would have the Admi- 
nitration of Affairs during his Mi- 
nority, he being then but 13 Vears 
old) Hubert Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury, William Marſhal, afterwards 


Earl of Pembroke, and the C hief 


Juſticiary, who had great Power 
during the Interregnum; as Queen 
Eleanor was very much beloved by 
the People, the Archbiſhop was at 
the Head of the Clergy, and Mar- 


fal was a Lord of diſtinguiſhed 


Worth. Theſe four Perſons ſerved 
Prince John fo effectually, that they 
firſt brought over the Magiſtrates of 
the Cities and Towns to their Side, 
and by their Means the People. Which 
done, they ſummoned the leſſer No- 
bility to take the Oath of Allegiance 
to Jehn, who generaliy complied, 
perceiving the Bent of the People. 


Then 


. 
- — = — z - < 
* 49% -— o — L 5 bi Mia w 
— — — —— —2—ä—ä — a yy 
* — 2 — — — 0 — —— — — —ä 


— E 4 — 2 — 
— — _—_ ht — K 
— . = _ * I * * * * 6 1 8 — I 2.4 — .. r IAG nn LES... 2 * 
: - r 1 8 Sn — — — — ——H¼ —— — 
yg — 0 — 5 = — — 8 — — — = _ = — = 
8 — 2 o Aer = "+24 f — 5 — K 2 7 : - — —ꝛ . a. > 
= Bs om = — : ol 5 — - wa r p + 67 | - ; — — — T - 
— =. . 1 8 hy Ove” Ws . => = — 8 — — — — : - . WE, 5 I'D. 
- * —ͤ— — 1 * of WF. - — = K m - —— x 5 py 
— * 4 - F £ 4 — # ot . 2 * 4 = > * 7 
+ > 1 * * 4 2 LES. p 4 L * * 4 ms, © 5 _ * — * Cs I 7 ow. — Wb — K 8 « = " 
— "If >, oe” + 4 8 . C n AR we 1 — S 1 — * * . 2 
— * a - — p —_ , — = — I — — 5 . — — 2 * 
— — Ji Y N 2 — — a yd 


> nul. 6 ws © 


0 
5 
** 
1 
953 
* 
* 
795 
+ 
$: 
2 L 
bY i 
. 
. 


—_ — 


— — 


— — ( — — 
— — * = 1 m — 4 ; 
„ 


— — — — * — — 
— — —— ere; W 6 * 


. 1 , SI NEE . 
—— ——ä6 — b : ” 
L — SFr 


112 


10 


Then the Biſhops and Barons were 


| henſion of his 


- 


ſummoned to take the ſame Oath : 
But theſe were not ſo eaſily mana- 


ged. They did not think it expe- 


dient abſolutely to refuſe taking the 


Oath; but under Pretehce of ex- 


amining into the Laws of the King- 


dom, they demanded further Time; 
and preſently began to fortify theit 
Caſtles. This alarmed 72hbx*sFriends, 
upon which they convened an 4/em- 


bly General at Northampton, where they 


promiſed, in that Prince's Name, tha t 
he would fully reftore all the Rights 
and Privileges of the Nobles and 
People. By this, and other Pro- 
miſes of a more private Nature to 
thoſe who were moſt oppoſite, all 
the Lords were at làſt prevailed upon 
to ſwear Allegiance-to him; and fo 
pps was ſecure of the Crown before 
e came over to England. | 
In France Things did not go on 
uite ſo ſucceſsfully. The Preten- 
lions of 1 the Appte- 
ing favoured. by the 
King of . France, and the general 
good Diſpoſition of the People to- 
wards him, created Job» a great 
deal of Trouble. All the ka. of 


 Peiftou, Tourain, Main, and Anjou, 


had reſolved to acknowledge Arthur 
for their Sovereign; and the Go- 
vernor of Angers had already deli- 
vered up that Place to him. How- 
ever, Fohn having prevailed on the 
Governor of Chinon to put into his 
Hands the Treaſure of the late 
King his Brother, which was depo- 
ſited in the Caſtle there, he ordered 
Matters fo as to ſecure the chief 
Lords of Nermandy, and having 
raiſed an Army, by the Help of the 


- fame” Money, he beſieged and took 
Mans : And to ſtrike a Terror into 


the Normans, he ordered the Walls 
to be razed, and the Burghers to be 
impriſoned, This had ſuch an Af- 
feat, that the Normans, however 


they were inclined to Arthur, thought 
it the wiſeſt Way to ſubmit to his 
4 


crowned. on the 28th; 


HN. 


Uncle: Which as ſoon as they had 
reſolved on, John came to Roy, 
and was crowned. Duke of Nermandy, 

John having thus fecured Norman. 


, thought it not adviſable to defer 


his coming over to England till he 
ſhould have reduced the other Pro- 
vinces. Accordingly he landed at 
Shoreham on the 25 of May, came 
to London the next 282 and was 

4 0 being then 
32 Years of Ape. As no Prince 
was ever more deſirous of a.Ctown, 
ſo none wore it with tere Diſho- 


nour, or found it attended with 


greater Trouble and Vexation is 
whole Reign was nothing bur a Se. 


Ties of Misfortunes: And Philip of 


France, Pope Innccent III. and his 
own Barons, in their Turns, cut out 
ſo much Work for him, as rendered 
him unhappy as long as he lived. 
Prince Arthur's Mother deſpairing 
of being able to withſtand J, 


who, ſhe plainly perceiyed; deſigned 


to ſeize upon all the ,Provinces his 
Father and Brother had been pol. 
ſeſſed of, put herſelf and Son under 
the Protection of the King of Francs, 
and delivered to him the principal 


Places of Bretaign, Tobrain, Pit. 


ton, Anjou and Main, to hold them 


in the Name of Arthur. Philip was 


well pleaſed with this Incident, a 


thinking he ſhould by. this Mears 
.have an Opportunity of recovering 


the Provinces the Engliſh were pol- 
ſeſſed of in France. Under Pretence 
of acting for Aribur, he had already 
broke the five Years Truce he had 
concluded with Richard, and made 
himſelf Mafter of certain Places. 
Upon this King John haſtened into 
Normandy, and drew together a nu- 
merous Army to oppoſe Philip ; who 
being ſurprized at this great Armi- 
ment, craftily drew 7cbn into 4 
Truce of 30 Days, whereby he im. 
prudently loſt the Advantage be 
might have taken, and Philip had 
Time to make further Preparauom 


Mt Foun 
Defign 
Nth wit. 
gurt, ay 
the P 


lieh he jr 


Kepted, | 


"obabilicy 
My, ob 
ance t 


{ when the two Monarchs had an 
Interview before the Expiration of 
che Trace, in order to bring Mat- 


£ en to an Accommodation, Bil 
af ulked fo big, and made ſuch large 
6 Demands, that the Conference came 


il WW nenc'd on Sides. Philip ſoon 
* nude himſelf Maſter of ſeveral Pla- 
en Braig, which had ſided 


with John, particularly of the Caſtle 


e ef Bas, which he order'd to be 
a, e enoliſh'd as ſoon as taken. He 
(ien laid Siege to Lewwardin ; bar 
n dn Jobn's Approach at the Head 
Ins 7 his Army, he retir'd into Main, 
* ad ſoon after was forc'd to retreat 


ind his own Dominions. | 
_ - — _— Governor of 
e young Duke retazgn, per- 
| rngby Phil's Conduck- that he 
caly made aſe of that Prince for a 
tence to carry on his own am- 
bitious Views, had removed him and 
bs Mother from the French Court, 
nd conducted them to King Jobn, 


7 b whom he had reconciled them, 
ny it ſome Suſpicions being rais'd in 


heir Minds, whether with or with- 


75 ut Foundation, that the King had 
Ng Defign againſt their Lives, they 
= th withdrew privately from his 


vurt, and put themſelves again un- 


5. the Protection of the King of 
2 ce; who by this Means had a 
8 9 llufible Pretence to carry on the 


u: But Joby having ſtrengthened 
inſelf by an Alliance with the Em- 
rt 0:50 his Nephew, whilſt the 
ul of Flanders likewiſe declared 
N him, and all Guienne came over 
bis Side, the French King think- 
z he could get nothing by the 


"y employed the Cardinal of Capua 
Irma. A. "fer 7obn Propoſals of Peace; 
oy ith he impolitickly liſtened to and 


keepted, tho? he had the higheſt 


e im wbabili * 8 

„ ity of gaining great Advan- 
f bal dy the War. Ppiliß, by this 
"i005. sd, oblig'd himſelf to give no 


Marce to Duke Arthur, and to 


w nothing, and Hoſtilities com- 


_JOHN. 113 


reftore w John, ell he had taken 
from the gi fince Richard's 
Death ; and ' 2 promis'd to 


30,000 Marks of Silver for the 


Dowry of Blanche of Caflile his 
Niece, whom Lewis the Son of Phi- 
4% was to matry, and not to aſſiſt, 
directly or indirectly, the Emperor 
his Nephew, who was at War with 
France. 

Thus the Duke of Bretaign was 


deferred by the King of France, tho? 


he ſtill choſe to remain at the French 
Court; and King Jes taking this 
Advantage, diſpoſleſs'd him of all 
the Provinces that had acknowledg- 
ed him for their Sovereign; except 
Betis, which was his own before 
= icbard's Death, 

This proſperous State of King 
John's Affairs was of but very ſhort 


Duration. An imprudent Step of 


his own gave the King of France 2 
freſh Opportunity of acting againſt 
him, which he was glad to lay hold 
of. This was his marrying 1/abe/la 
of Angoule/me, who had been be- 
troth'd to Hugh Earl of Marche. 
His Paſſion was fo great for her, 


that in order to make her his Wife, 


he divorc'd Avi/a of Gloucefter un- 
der Pretence of Conſangninity, and 
made no Scruple of breaking thro? 
the Engagement between //abel/a and 
the Earl of Marche; which in the 
End occaſion'd the Ruin of his Af- 
fairs in France, as we ſhall ſoon ſee. 
In the mean Time, the Engh/ 
look'd upon the late Treaty with 
France as very eee It 
ve them a mean Opinion of their 
ing, that he ſhould in ſo cowardly 

a Manner purchaſe a Peace, when 
he had ſo favourable an Opportuni-- 
ty of carrying on the War with Ad- 
vantage; and upon his Return to 
England, when he demanded a Subs 
ſidy of three Shillings upon every 
Hide of Land fot the Payment of 
the Dowry of Blanche of Caftile, it 
was not fabmitted to without mech 
T Diſcontent, 


1 = — 
w- ANN - Ces oe - 
4 * — 4+ x 8 1 — . - = 
_ E . 233 — —— ** — 
r ⁵— Q — and Io gre ere > * —— — — — — = — - 
8 — OD — — Ee — — D — — 2 A ra * 


ren 
> 2 — 
ys - Aus Sr 


pen — = 


* 1 and 
bo "reno — bs * * Fil 


- — 3 e4 $-c-42" ——— — — — - OS - - - — EIT — — — - 
WS ET IT on E 8 2 * wy CRIT: 1 2 3 —_— — og 2 — 
— g : 8 . p ws 2 py Y — — — a — 
— — — ” - tie” — 6 - _ —_— % ar Og 2 1 — — — — — 2 — —— — * __ Ds a FH. — > A + MO ie © - CLAS o Ss _ 
\ 8 * — , * WT 2 Gn Ba _ - 8 - r * > - "6 "4D be ES : . — 
2 — — wart 2 7 4p, 8 — . 5 8 = r COR wy Hed * 1 - n . — * — —— — er. - 3:4" — — — 8 nn ED - Ta: = A =” 
3 pa - V w nd _—_ 90 n =_ 4 hs a N 4 — . 5 2 = — 4. We 8 r oy = n - Sw 2 — — we. 4 > * pv a 9 
18 q IF boy md 4 oy * vas» = — 3 * A .: 2 2 © » £ 4 — y 5 
r A 4 > x = 3 — 0 1 Ds hs wn {* t — _ ES + — — 2 1 a 1 by E "gy A q * 
» ob * 3 A \ J * wo IN 9 "4 K +4 > La — 5 — * _ — _ . wy yn N —— — A 4 I 26.06; Ss 
ies, 1-2” the 1 7 n 8 *. x (1 — bo. © n 83 3 — ie Y * * * * - c— —_ 
- 2 1 J x? Co ad API — — Ss dy _ -—— — — _ — e. — — — — — — — — — — — — — 
2 - 5 ＋ — 5 . 1 R wm —_ rp ha — 6 - —  — ” — = , — — 
2 — * 4 — may T * I G : — 
— — 0 4 * 2 2 — - n : = 


— 


4 


* 


— LY 
PP TO Er 
[Oy wy 7 
> —— 2 
* »* 


0 332 — 
. 
8 
— — 


—— gn nn 
r . 


= 


— we ad, 
* „ * * 


— 
— 
* . 
2 2 
2 q J 
e — 
—— T — 
— * — * [hd uſ 
ATI HE . oa 


= — I.-C 2 
Va — — = 
e 
2 * 
3 . * 
4 
2 


JUS 
n'd 
t /. 
him 
ho 


firlt 
* 
ona - 
vin 

5 
and 
Jar'd 
tted, 
outh; 
> Cie 
upon 
f Li- 
Jow- 
rons, 
d by 
Out al 
Civil 


Pen- 
NMr- 
hithet 
ad 2 
"rant 
Marks 
And al 
aty be 
4 con 
n'd 0 
Phill 
how te 
Fran 
March! 
11s late 
0 fav 


even? 
= 


10 HN. 


for the Aﬀront that had been put 
upon him, and having the Promiſe of 
z powerful Aſſiſtance from Philip, his 


' Reſentment ſoon broke out into Ac- 


tion; in which he was join'd by 
Arthur, who was now made to hope, 
that he ſhould ſoon recover the Ter- 
ritories his Uncle had depriv'd him 
of. And now- every Thing being 
tipe for Philip to put his Deſigns in 
Execution, he required John to de- 
liver up to Arthur all the Provinces 
he held in France, and demanded 
Satisfaction for the Earl of Marche; 
and upon his Refuſal, ſummoned him 
to appear before his Court of Peers; 
which John alſo refuſing to do, PSi- 
lip hereupon invaded Normandy, and 
made himſelf Maſter of ſeveral Pla- 
ces, And having given his eldeft 
Daughter Mary in Marriage to Ar- 
thur, he ſent him with ſome Troops 
to head the revolted Poicteuins; who 
being in form' d that his Grandmother, 
Queen Eleanor, was at Mirabel with 
a ſmall Garriſon; march'd directly thi- 
ther, and ſoon became Maſter of the 
Town. But finding it difficult to 
take the Caſtle, whither Elecnor had 
delir'd; with his ſmall Number of 
Forces, he call'd in the Earl of 
Marche to his Aſſiſtance. King John 
having Intelligence of this, march'd 
with all Expedition to the Relief of 
the Caſtle, and coming near them 
before they had made much Progreſs 
in the Siege, they refolved to go 
aud give him Battle, which proved 
fatal to them. The Poichevia Troops 
were routed at the firſt Onſet, with 
a terrible Slaughter; and Prince At- 
blur, the Earl ef Marche, and 200 
Knights, were taken Priſoners. 

This Victory might have been of 
great Advantage to John, if he had 
made a right Uſe of it; but his Ma- 
layement after it; did him fo mach 
Harm, and brought ſuch an Odium 
upon him, that he had much better 

ve been without it. He ſent his Ne- 


Phew Arthur to Falaiſe, and there 


| 114 
endeayour'd to perſuade him to relins 
quiſh the King of Frante, and to 
put himſelf under his Protection: 
But Arthur, unpractis“ d in Diſſi mu- 
lation, not conſidering that he was 
at his Mercy, was ſb fat from ſeem- 
ing to be prevailed upon, that he 
even upbraided his Uncle with uſurp- 
ing the Crown of England; as well 
as the French Provinces, and threat- 
ened, that to the laſt Moment of his 
Life he would ſeek all Occaſions 
to be reveng'd. Upon this, John 
order'd him to be carried to Roanz 
and confin'd in the New Toaver ; 
where ſome ſay the King order'd 
his Eyes to be put out; but was diſ- 
appointed by thoſe who were to 
execute this cruel Deſign. However 
that be, he had not been long at 
Roan but he diſappear'd on a ſud- 
den, and *twas never certainly knowft 
what became of him; but the gene- 
ral Opinion was, that he was mur 
der'd by the Orders of the King his 
Uncle; which Opinion ſeems to be 
but too well founded. 88 

Preſently after the Death of Ar- 
thur, King John returned into Eng- 
land, and was crown'd a fourth 
Time: And then returning to Ner- 
mandy, he found the Report of Ar- 
thur's Murder was every where ſpread 
to his great Infamy and Diſadvan- 
tage. Nothing could give the King 
of France a better Pretence for ac- 
compliſhing all his Defigns againſt 
him. The Bretaigns complain'd of 
the barbarous Murder of their Duke; 
alledg'd it muſt. be perpetrated by 
Fohn's own Hands, or at leaſt by 
his Order, and apply'd to the King 
of Frante for Juſtice, Philip repre 
ſented this Affair in the blackeſt Co- 
lours to his Court of Peers; and John, 
as a Vaſſal of France, was ſummon'd 
to appear before them and anſwer to 
the Charge: Which be not doing at 
the Day appointed, was adjudg'd a 
Traitor, and ſentenc'd to forfeit all 
his Dominions in France, which were 

1 2 


- 


- q 


116 | 
to be re- united to that Monarchy. 
Phil ſoon took Methods to put this 
Sentence in m—_— . _ _— 
Normandy with a powerful Army, 
and reduc'd the —_—_ Part of it, 
whilſt John minded nothing but bis 
Pleaſures, and was fo indolent and 
flothful, as if he was wholly inſenſi- 
ble of his Danger. In fine, what b 
the Arms of Philip, what by his Poli- 
cy and Intrigues, and what by the 
unaccountable Negligence and In- 
activity of Jobn, the whole Province 
of Nor was re-united to the 
Crown of France, in the Year 1204, 
after it had been ſevered from it 320 
Years, during the Government of 
12 Dukes, of which King John was 
the laſt, Soon after, Agjau, Touraine, 
Main; and Poiftu, ſubmitted to the 
conquering Arms of Philip, and no- 
thing was left to John but the Duchy 
of Guitnne; which Philis had no 
Mind to attack. 3-466 
The fame Year died Queen Ilea- 
nor, Widow of Henry II. and Mo- 
ther of John, having lived to ſee the 
Decay bf that Monarchy, to which 
ſhe had annexed ſo many Provinces. 
Before we leave the Affairs of 
France, we muſt take Notice, that 
In 1206, King Jobs led a conſidera- 
ble Army into Poicton, and reduc'd 
the greateſt Part of that Province. 
But here again he was out-witted by 
_ Philip, who m—_ himſelf not very 
well prepar d, ſued for, and obtain'd 
à Truce for two Years. | 
King John's Misfortunes abroad, 
Fate as they were, did not give him 
Ralf the Trouble and Vexation, that 


an Affair at home occaſton'd him, 


which I am now going to relate. 
Hubert Archbiſhop of Canterbury dy- 
ing in 1205, ſome of the Monks of 
St. Auſtin in Canterbury, at a private 
Meeting in the Cathedral, elected 
Reginald, their Sub-Prior, Archbiſhop 
in his Room. The King hearing of 


dis was exceedingly offended, but 


— Monks pacify'd him by. their 


- 
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Submiſſion. He then tecotimended 
to them Jeb de Gray Biſhop of Nor- 
æuich, who was Choſen by the whole 
Fraternity. 'The Sub-Prior ſet out 
for Rome as ſoon as he was elected, 
to obtain the Pope's Confirmation; 
and after the Biſhop of Norawich was 
choſe, the Monks ſent Deputies to 
Rome to get him confirm'd, When 
the Matter came to be heard, the 
Pope ( Innocent III.) annull'd both 
the EleQions, and order'd the De. 
puties of the Monks to cbuſe for 
_ 2 0 — Stephen 
.angton, an Exgliſeman then at Rong. 

They would — refus'd, but the 
Pope threatning them with Excom- 
munication unleſs they comply'd, 
they at laſt did it with great Re- 
luctance; and the Pope immediately 
confirm'd the Election, and conſe. 
crated tos with his own Hands, 
Whilſt theſe Things were doing 

at Rome, John was making himſelf 
more and more unpopular and odious 
to his SubjeRs, by violently extorting 
from them the thirteenth Part of 
all their Moveables. And when he 
came to hear of what had been tranſ. 
ated in relation to the See of Cas 
terbury, he fell into a moſt exceſive 
Paſſion; and imagining it had been 
the Act of the whole Body, he ex- 
pell'd all the Monks of St. Aufin 
from their Monaſtery, and baniſ d 

them out of the Kin . He wrote 


a a ſharp Letter to the Pope, upbraid- 


ing him with his unjuſt Proceedings, 
and threatning to break off all Inter- 
courſe with Name, unleſs he revok'd 
what he had done. But Innccent, bent 
carrying his Point, laid the 
whole Kingdom under an Interdid; 
the Effect of which was, that Divine 
Service ceas'd in all the Churches, 
and the Sacraments ceas'd to be ad- 
miniſter'd, except to Infants and dy- 
ing Perfons; the Church- Yards were 
mut up, and the Dead buried with. 
out any Prieſt daring to aſſiſt at the 
Funerals. King Fehr, to be ©" 


ec 
WI 


JOHN. 


with the Pope, confifcated the E- 
fates of all the Ecclefiafticks who 
obey'd the Interdict; and as in thoſe 
Times, almoſt every Prieſt had his 
Concubine, the King order'd the 
Concubines to be ſhat up in Priſon, 
2nd would not — them out =_ 
upon their paying large Fines, 
> ths — ſome Priefts, who in 
* of the Interdict adminifter'd 
e Sacraments, the King took them 
under his Protection, and order'd 
the Magiſtrates to hang on the 
ill that ſnould moleſt them: Which 
25 ſoon as the Pope was informed 
of, he excommunicated all ſuch as 
diſobeyed the Interdict, or comply'd 
with the King's Orders. | 
Tho* John remain'd till inflexi- 
ble, yet he was not without his 
Fears, as the People generally took 
Part with the Pope; and therefore 
for his better Security he rais'd an 
Army, under Pretence of makin 
War upon Scotland, and caus'd all 
his Vaſſals to renew their Homage 
to him. The Pope finding that the 
Interdict, which had been in force 
above a Year, had not produc'd the 
Effect he defign'd, eeded to ex · 
communicate the King, tho' the 
Sentence was not publiſhed till ſome 
Time after, In the mean Time Jobs 
led his Army into Ireland, againſt 
| the King of Connaught, who had 
nis d ſome Diſturbances there. At 
Dublin he receiv'd the Homage of 
thirty petty Princes; after which 
having taken the King of Copnaught 
Priſoner, an End was put to this 
Commotion, and the whole Iſland 
remain'd in Obedience to the King; 
= n — 2 caus'd t 
ws and Cuſtoms of England to be 
eltabliſned in Ireland. et 7 
The Inflexibility that Jobs had 
hitherto ſhewn, began to make the 
kope very uneaſy. He knew it would 
de dangerous to the Holy. See to drop 
the Conteſt, and that poſſibly it might 
as dangerous to carry it any far- 


* 


„ 
ther, as he was doubtful of the Iſſue. 
He therefore ſent two Nuncio's into 
England, under the Pretence of mak- 
ing Peace between the King and the 
Clergy ; but his Deſign. was only to 
ſift Jabn, to know his Diſpoſition and 
Intentions. The Nuncio's manag'd 
the Matter ſo cunningly, that they 
eaſily ſaw how he was farther to be 
dealt with, He made large Adyanz 
ces towards a Reconciliation, but it 
was their Buſineſs to put it off til} 


. the Pope had obtain'd the utmoſt he 


aim'd at. They therefore added a 
Condition, which the King would 
not, nor indeed could, comply with; 
which was the Reſtitution of all that 
had been taken from the | Clergy, 
and full Satisfaction for their Dama- 
by this Controverſy : Upon this 
the Nepotiation broke off, and the 
Nuncio's departed, after having pub- 
liſh'd the Sentence of Excommuni- 
cation againſt the King. 11 
And now the Pope plainly per- 
ceiving that the King wanted to get 
rid of this Affair at any Rate, went 
on boldly to other Meaſures, He 
abſolv d all Jaba's Subjects from their 
Allegiance, ſolemnly depos'd him, 
and empower'd the King of France 
to put the Sentence in Execution, 
romifing him the Remiſſion of all 
is Sins, together with the Crown of 
England, as ſoon as he ſhould: have 
dethron'd the Tyrant. Pheli» ac- 
cepted of the Pope's Commiſſion, 
and made great Preparations to in- 
vade England. In this Crifis Pan- 
dulph, one of the two Nuncio's a- 
bovemention'd, came over with the 
Character of Legate for England; 
who ſo wrought upon the King's 
Fears, which he had already con- 
ceiv'd from Philip's formidable Pre- 
parations, and the Piſaffection of his 
own Subjects, that he was at laſt in- 
guc'd to purchaſe a Reconciliation 
with the Pope, even at the Price of 
his Crown, as nothing ſhort of this 
would ſatisfy the haughty and am- 
o5i!' ! 
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bitious Pontiff. Accordingly, before 
a numerous Aſſembly of his Officers 
and great Men, in Dover Church, 
he took the Crown' from his Head, 
and laid it, with the Scepter, at the 
Legate's Feet, and then ſign'd a 
Charter, wherein he reſign'd for 
himſelf and Succeſſors, the Kingdom 


of England, and Lordſhip of Ireland, 


to the Pope, and acknowledg*d/him- 
ſelf a Vaffal of the Holy See, Which 


dane, he did Homage to the Pope 


in the” Perſon of the Legate, who 
kept the Crown and Scepter five 
Days, and then return'd them to 
John, to hold them from thence- 
ſorward of the Pope; whilſt all Peo- 
ple were ſllock'd at the ſhameful 
Condeſcenſicn of the King, and the 
intolerable Pride of the Roman Pon- 
tiff. This was in the Vear 1213. 
The Pope's Buſineſs in England be- 
ing done, Pandulpb, in his Return 
through France, Cebad Pi,. in the 


Pope 's Name to proceed in his Ex- 


pedition; but he was ſo far from 
complying, that he endeavour'd to 

et his chief Lords and the Princes 
Lis Vaſſals to join with him in it. 
They all ſeem'd inclin'd to do fa, 
except the Earl of Flanders, who 
boldly oppos'd his Deſign. Philip 


_ reſolving firſt ta humble him, order'd 
his Fleet tq. the Coaſt of Flanders, 
and march'd with his Army to at, 


tack the Earl by Land; who had in 
all Likelihood been ſubdu'd, if John 
had not ſent his Fleet to his Aid, 
under the ' Command of the Earl of 
Saliſbury, who ſurpriz'd and totall 
deſtroy d the French Fleet; which 
Diſaſter put a Stop to Plulip's De- 
ſigns againſt England. 
This great Succeſs rous'd the 
Courage of John, and made him re- 
folve to carry the War into France, 
In order to this he ſummon'd the 
Barons to attend him thither; but 


their Diſcontents being now grown 


to a great Height, and ready to 
peak out into Action, they per- 


JOHN. 


2 refus'd to do it; and they 
Fohn, after having receiv'd Abſolu: ſettl 
tion from the Hands of Cardinal preh 
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Langton, 'was making Preparations 
to chaſtiſe them for their Obſtinacy. 
But herein he was vigorouſly op- 
pos'd by the Cardinal, who told him 
he would excommunicate all thoſe 
who ſhould take up Arms before the 
Interdict was remov'd: And ſiding 
wholly with the Barons, he ſhew'd 
them the Charter of King Henry l. 
adviſing them to make it the Ground 
of their Demands. Hereupon they 
enter'd' into a Confederacy to ſtand 
by one another, till their Grievances 
were redreſs'd, and their antient Pri. 
vileges reſtor d. Fob», in this dan- 
gerous State of his Affairs, thought 
the beſt Courſe Re could take was to 
obtain the Protection of the Pope, 
In order to this, he made a ſecond 
ſolemn Reſignation of his Crown to 
his Holineſs, in the Perſon of Car- 
dinal NMicbolat the Legate; upon 
which the Interdict was taken off, 
And now the King paſs'd over into 
France, reduc'd Poifton, and enter'd 
Anjou, whilft the King of Franc: 
was engag d in the Low+ Countries 
againſt the Emperor and the Earl 
of Flanders. But Lewis the French 
King's Son: ſoon rais'd an Army to 
make Head againſt this Tnvaſivn, 
and John reſoly'd to march and give 
him Battle; but the Poictevins re: 
fuſing to follow him, and News be. 
ing brought, that Philip had ob- 
tain'd a great Victory in Flanders, 


he not only dropt his Deſign of at: on 
tacking Prince Zewis, but abandon- would 
ing the'Siege of La Roche, retreated . 
with ſome Precipitation; and ſoon ne 
after, by the Mediation of the Pope's ry = 
Legate, he demanded and obtain'd 2 
4 Truce for five Years. 4 FX hy 

The Barons, who {till had their ole 2 
main Point in View, reſolv'd, im- 1 5 
mediately upon the King's Return, Wh 
to demand the Re-eſtabliſhment of and 5 


their Liberties. The Normans, 24 


JOHN.' 119 


* they found themſelves thoroughly to them; and marching to London. | 
* ſatled in the Kingdom, being ap- were receiv'd by the Citizens, and | IHE 
al prehenfive © that the ſame Power beſieg'd the King in the Tower. 1 
30 which gave them their Poſſeſſions, They alſo ſent Letters to the heutral 49/41 
y. night, whenever it pleas'd, deprive Barons, and thoſe of the King's | 308 
p. them of them again, were become Party, that if they would not join 410 
1 entirely Exgliſb, and had taken _— with them in the common Cauſe, 1 
fo fvourable. Opportunity that offer'd their ERates ſhould be plunder'd and 1 
he to get the Saxon Laws, commonly their Houſes demoliſn'd. Theſe vi- 1081! 
ng call'd the Laws of King Edward, gorous Meaſures made the King more l 
54 rettor d. And they thought this the tractable, ſo that he ſent the Earl of 1 
[, noſt promiſing Juncture, when they Pembroke to let them know he would 1 i | 
a had a King, whoſe Tyranny; Im- comply with their Demands.” Ac- W 
ey prudence and Cowardice, had quite cordingly both Parties meeting on a 14 
nd zjenated the Affections of the great- Day appointed in a Meadow call'd © 89004 
Bs eſt, Part of his Subjects. The Barons Runnemede, between Staines'and Wind- lee 
. therefore having 3 themſelves /or, the King ſeemingly with a good I 
in- for War, in caſe the King ſhould Will, tho? l to it by Force, 11 
b refuſe to comply with their Demands ſign'd two Charters, containing all 14 
** in a peaceable Way, came in a Body that the Barons deſir'd; the one cal- jig 
pe, to the King about Chriftmas, and in- led the Charter of ' Liberties,,or the | 
** ſited on the Reſtitution of the Laws Great Charter, [Magna Charts), and 

10 of St, Edward, The King knowing the other the Charter of Fereſte, 

"yy how well they were provided, was which have ever ſince been look d 


ea afraid to give them a flat Denial, upon as the Baſis of the Engliſb Li- 
oy; but told them they ſhould have his berties. They were not only ſigned 
nto Anſwer at Fafter,, At which Time, by the King, but by all the Lords Spi- 


rd in the Year 1215, the Great Men, ritual and Temporal, ſeal'd with the 
a vith above 2000 Knights, well Great Seal, and confirm'd by the 
15 mounted and arm'd, beſides other King's ſolemn Oath. „ e 
arl Horſe and Foot, met at Stamford, How firmly ſoever the King had 

1400 and advanc'd to meet the King at bound himſelf to obſerve the Char- 

/ to Oxford; Who being afraid to truſt ers, he ſoon repented of having 
on, himſelf with,” them in Conference, ſign'd them, and under the utmoſt 
re diſpach d the Earl of Pembroke to Vexation, ſtudied all Methods to free 

Ms know their Demands. - They im- himſelf from this Reſtraint, and to 
bel nediately ſent back a long Writing, be reveng'd on the Barons. His Rage 
ob- containing the Laws and-Cuſtoms of and Reſentment at laſt put him upon 
dan the King om in the Times of the raiſing an Army of Foreigners, and 
at; daxons, and declar'd, if the King bringing them over to Eng/and. As 
lon- would not confirm them, they would he had no Money to pay them, he 

ated compel him to it by ſeizing his ſent over ſome of his Confidents into 
ſoon Caltics, Jobn having read over the France, Germany and Flanders, to pro- 
pe's Articles, fell into a violent Paſſion, miſe that whoever ſhould liſt in his 
ind and ſwore he would never comply Service; they ſhould have the con- 


with them. Upon which the Barons 


fiſcated Eſtates of his rebellious Ba- 


heir Choſe a General, Robert Fitzwalter, rons, as he call'd them. Wphilſt this 
im- 1 15 him the Title of Marſbal of Affair was tranſacting, he retir'd to 
urn, 1 ard my of God, and of Holy Church; the Ie of Wight, and there kept 

t of theg'd the Caſtle of Northampton, himſelf conceal'd, till he ſhould | 
hen and had that of Bedford deliver'd up. know the ' Succeſs of his Project. 
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120 ; 
People jok'd at this Retirement, but 
none were able ta penetrate into the 
Xing's Nin, c alſo vyrĩt to the 
Pape, who zealouſly aſpous d his 
Cauſe, excommunicatad che Barons, 


the King from the Oath he had taken 
t ablerve them. But the Barons 
made light of the Pope's Thun- 
drings, and perceiving the King's ill 
Deſigns, ſeiz d upon er, where 
was a vaſt Qgantity of Proviſions 
which the King h 
the foreign Army being arriv'd, who 
were very. numerous, all Soldiers of 
Fortune, retook Rechefter ; and 
then dividing his Army into two Bo- 
dies, the Earl of Sakfury with one 
. the gau bare Counties, whilſt 
the King with the other did the 
ſame by the Northern; and number- 
r 
committed by theſe n Treo 
The Barons were exceedingly a- 
larmed at this ſudden Turn of Af- 
fairs, and finding themſelves not 


plunder d their Bflates, and commit- 
ted all Manner of Devaſtations. In 
this Diſtreſs, they bed Recourſe to a 


of Fravce, miſing ta place the 
Crown on his Head; if 
come with a Force ſufficient ta reſcue 
them from the Tyranny of Ki 


bl 
j invite over Zerws, Son be the King 
| pleas'd-with this 


Jul. P 

| Invitation, ſent over his Son, with 
| a. numerous Army, notmithfianding 
| the Pope's Prohilution,andhisthreat- 
| ning Prince Lewis with Exeommuni- 
AB cation the Moment he fet Foot on 
l Engliſh Ground, That Prince land- 


Re RL 17 


ed the 21ſt of 12163; and ſoon 
made himſelf Maſter of Rochefer 
and the. whole County of Kent, eu- 
cept Dover: Caſile, which Hubert 
de Burg valiantly defended for the 


10H 


annoll'd the Charters, and abſolv'd 


laid up. But 


and Cruelties were 


Krong enaugh to take the Field, 
Kept themſelves ſhut up in Zonden; 
whilſt John's Army of Foreigners 


dangerous Expedient; which was to 


Þ would 


N. IM 

King. From Reebofter, Liwir march, 
ed to Londan, where the Barons and 
Citizens wok: the Oath of Allegiance 
to- him. —_— —.— acted 
in every Thing as Sovereign, tho? 
it does not — — 
crawn'd.. Son after, he became 


Maſter of the Sazthern Counties, and 


in ſhort, oſ the beſt Part of England. 
And Alexander I. King of Scotland, 
came, purſuant to Liss Summons, 
and di gs to him in Perſon, 
for the Lands he held of the Crown 
of England. 
In the mean Time, Jobn was in 
al Motion, marching from 
laee to Place, and all Means 
avoided coming to a Battle. He 
thought himſelf ſafeſt in Norfolk, and 
at firſt fix'd upon Lynn as a Place of 
Security for his Crown, Scepter, and 
other Treaſures: But ſoon fearing 
they were not ſafe there, he reſolv'd 
to remove them to ſome other Place; 
and in bis Paſſage over the Waſhes 
between Norfolk and Lineoln/bire, bad 
like to have been drown'd with his 
whole Army; and actually loſt all 
his rich Baggage. His Grief for 
this, and his other Vexations, threw 
him into a Fever, which was ſaid 
to be heighten'd by his eating of 
Peaches. However thi % . Di 
temper increaſing, carried him of at 
Newark, on the 18th of Ogobe, 
1216, in the g1 Year of his Age, 
and 38th of his Reign. He wa 
buried in the Cathedral of Force/r, 
where his Tomb is til} to be ſeen. 
In his Reipn, in 1208, the Citizens 
of Londin had Authority given them 
to eleft themſelves a Mayor, annval- 
Ip, and alſo to chuſe a Common 
Council. 


The Monks in giving the Cha- 
_ of this —_— — blacken d 

im to a 1 igh , repte - 
ſenting ds on vlog — Faith, 
Religion, Conſcience or Honour; but 
theſe Writers muſt be read with Cau- 
tion, whenever they give * 

R ra 


of Princes who have had any 


Conteſt with the Pope. However, 


if we form a Judgment from his 
4 we muſt owe that-he was, 


upon the whole, a-bad King. He 


was raſh, furious, hot-beaded, volup- 
tuous, cruel, arbitrary, and almoft 
wholly governed by his Paſſions.” He 
was generally hated: by his Subjects, 
eſpecially in the latter Part of his 
Reign. His Fortune never ſuited 
with his Temper, which made him 
very unhappy: He loved Eaſe and 
Qt and yet was continually in 
A 


ion. He was infolent in Pro- Dean of London, and 
and 1 and mean 
ty; and the Crown, 


ſperity, 
ſpirited in Adver 


* 


JOHN. 


Sons and three Daughters, 


121 
which he ſo ambitiouſly ſought after, 
inſtead of making him happy, made 
him truly miſerable. He 
all by 
8 of Angoulgſne; and fix na- 


tural Children. 


* 


In this Reign, Cosſflantineple was 
taken by the Freeb: and * 
and the Craſad: againſt the Albi- 


; genſes was ſet on foot, which gave 
Ni 


ſition 


— 
* 


ſe to the horrid Court of Tagui- 
Gervaſe a Monk of Canterbury, 
Roger de Howeden, 3 de Diceto 
Do 22715 alter a Monk 
of Coventry, Engliſh Hiſtorians, liv'd 
hoot this Th.» | * 
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HENRY III. 


ENR, the eldeſt Son of Barons, who had call'd Prince Lewiy 
King John, call'd Henry of to their Aid, muſt in Time be ſenſi- 
Wincheſter, becauſe "4 ble, that they had taken a deſperate 
there, was but in the tenth Year of Courſe, and that the Remedy they 
his Age when his Father died; and made uſe of was worſe than the Dil. 
conſidering the State of the King- eaſe, ſince it would in the End re- 
dom at that Time, a foreign Prince duce the Nation to a ſhameful Servi- 
with a powerful Army having made tude; and that therefore it was pro- 
ſuch 3 great Progreſs towards fub- bable they would be willing to deſert 
jecting the Nation to his Obedience, the Prince of France, could they be 
and almoſt all the Nobility being in ſure of a Pardon from Henn. He 
League with him, and having own'd farther knew, that they were already 
him for their Sovereign, it was a diſguſted at Lewis's: beſtowing all 
Wonder that the Crown ſhould be his Favours upon Frenchmen, and 
ſecur d to ſo young a Prince as Henn. that they were apprehenſive, that 
But this was principally owing to when he had carried his Point, he 
the Addreſs and Reſolution of the deſign'd to baniſh them and confiſ- 
brave William Marſpal Earl of Pem- cate their Eſtates, and place Foreign- 
hroke, who, as he had been all along ers in their Room; which. had in- 
a faithful Servant to King John, duc'd forty of them privately to 
prov'd himſelf to be no leis ſo to make their Submiſſion to the old 
his Son, As difficult as the preſent King. Under theſe Circumſtances, 
Conjuncture was, there were ſome as ſoon as John was dead, the Earl 
Things indeed, which encouraged of Pembroke conven'd the Lords who 


him to hope for Succeſs in his Pro- had conſtantly adher'd to that Prince, 


ject of placing the young Prince on and preſenting young Henry to them, 
the Throne. He knew, that the ſaid, Behold your King; and os 
** 99 . making 


, 


HENRY IE 


making a pathetick Speech to them, 
which was applauded by the whole 
Aſſembly, they unanimouſly: cry'd, 
out, Henry ſpall be our King. Upon 
this a Day was immediately appoint- 
ed for his — — mw was 
accordingl at Glouceſter; 
on the 208d of Omeber. After el, 
he did Homage to the Holy Ses, in 
the Perſon; of Gallo the Pope's Le- 
gate; which it was not expedient 
then to oppoſe, as the Legate moſt 
zealouſly eſpouſed Henry's Intereſt; 
and as the Aſſiſtance of the Pope 
was of great Importance to him at 
that rr e 1h fragt.) 
After the Coronation, the Lords 
choſe the Earl of Pembrote Guardian 
to the-young ai and Regent of 
the Kingdom; who forthwith ſent 
Letters to all the Barons and Corpo- 
rations, informing them of Henry's 
Acceſſion, and a, great Re- 
wards to all that would return to 
their Duty. This made many of the 
confederate Barons begin to think of 
making their Peace with the new 
King; towards which, the Excommu- 
pication of Prince Lewis, which was 
publiſh'd every Sunday, and renewed 
by the Legate, witk all the ac- 
cuſtomed Formalities, in a Synod at 
Briſtol, contributed not a little; as 
alſo his being oblig'd to raiſe the 
diege of Dower, which he could nei- 
ther take by Force, nor prevail on 


Hubert de Burg by Bribes, and threate - 
ning to put his Brother to Death, 


whom he had in his Hands, to deli - 
ver up. However, he took Hertford. 
Caſtle, and ſeveral other Places, and 
ten return, d to London. 72130 
Towards Chriſimas, the two Par- 
ties agreed upon a Truce during the 
Helidays, which was afterwards pro- 
long'd tiil a Manth after Eafter. In 
the mean Time Lexis went over to 
France for freſh Forces; and in his 
Abſence many of the Barons quitted 
his Party, and made their Peace with - 
te King; among the reſt, William 


Marfpal, eldeſt Son to the Earl of 
Pembroke, one of the moſt zealous of 
Leavis's Partiſans. The Cingue · Parti 
alſo declar d for Henty, and ſent out 
2 Fleet to oppoſe Lewis's Return. I 
fought: the — Fleet, but coul 
not hinder his Landing at Sandwich, 
which he in Reſentment, as being 
one of the Cinque - Ports, immediately 
reduc'd to Aſhes. 


; (AF oy ants LD 
When the Frpce was expir'd, the 


Regent ſent the Earl of Chefter to 
bela Mount. Sorrel in Leicefterſhire x 
But the Earl of Perche, being orꝗer'd 
by Lewis to march directly towards 
him with a much ſuperior, Force, 
oblig'd him to raiſe the Siege; and 


fluſh'd with this Succeſs went to be- 


ſiege Lincoln-Caftle, which held out 


for the King, tho“ the City had all 


along ſided with the Confederate Bay 


rons. This Caſtle being of 5 855 


Importance, the Regent drew all h 
Forces together, and march'd with 


great Expedition to its Relief. And 
here a 7 Battle enſu'd on the 


19th of May, 1217, in which the 
French Army. was totally rauted, 
and the Earl of Perche ſlain, The 


City of Lincoln was deliver'd up to 
be plunder'd by the Soldiers, who 


found ſa vaſt and rich a Booty, that 
they call'd it Lincoln Fair. e 
_ Lewis, who was again beſieging 
Dower-Caſtle, but with no greater 
Succeſs than before, as ſoon as he 


heard of the Defeat at Lincoln, re- 


ir'd to London, and ſent to Pbilig 
is Father for ſpeedy Suecours. Phi. 
lip, in order to keep fair with the 
Pope, would not concern himſelf 
publickly in the Affair; but order'd 
it ſo, that Blanche, Lewis's Conſort, 
gat ready a Body of Troops, with 


Ships to tranſport them to England. 


As they were coming over, they 
were met by the Fleet of the Cingue- 


Ports, towards the End of Auguſt, 


which took and deſtroy'd the great- 


eſt Part of the French Fleet. hat 
contributed moſt to this Succeſs of 


the 
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of Scotland did Homage 


the agli, was their havi 

— of — — Mich 
being thrown into the Air, was ear - 
ried by the Wind directly into the 
Freachmen Faces, and blinded them. 
- The great Blow at Linco/z, and 
this of the Fleet, and his being now 
block'd up in London, made vis 
foe for Peace. And ſo a Treaty was 
concluded on Sept. 11; whereby it 
was d, that all who had fided 
with him ſhould be reſtor'd to what- 
ever Rights and Privileges they en- 
joy'd before the Troubles; and 
Lewis renowne'd all Manner of Pre- 
tenfions to England: Soon after 
which, he ſet ſail for France, leaving 
Henry in full Poſſeſſion of the King- 


dom. | 
After Prince Lewis's Departure, 
the King made his ſolemn Entry in- 
to Lo * was 2 — 
t the People, as he too 
Se to maintain the Nation in 
their Privileges. Soon after, the King 


the Lands he held in England, and 
deliver d up Carliſle, which he had 
taken during the late Confuſions. 
Thus King Henry was firmly fet- 
tled on the Throne by the prudent 
Management of the Regent. That 
wiſe Miniſter met indeed with ſome 
Trouble from ſome of thoſe Lords, 


to whom King Jobs had given the 


Eſtates of the Confederate Barons, 
and who could not eaſily be brought 
to reſtore them to the old Proprie- 
tors, according to the late Treaty. 
But the Regent having by Force re- 
duc'd one of them to Reaſon, who 
held out a Siege of eight Days, the 
reſt ſoon ſubmitted. And it certainly 
ſhew'd great Wiſdom in the Regent, 


to ſee that the Treaty ſhould be fully 


executed, as it had ſo manifeſt a 


Tendency to the future Quiet of the 


Nation. | 

Affairs being thus happily ſettled, 
the Regent, to give a farther Satis- 
faction to the Minds of the People, 


to him for 


HENRY II. 


{ent poſitive Orders to all the She. 


riffs to ſee the two Charters of Kin 
Fohn punQually obſerv'd; whic 


not having all the Effect he intended 
he fent itinerant Juſtices into all the 
Counties, to ſee to the ſtrict Obſer. 
yance of them. But whilſt this 
great Man was thus wiſely purſuing 
the true Intereſt of his Sovereign and 


Good of the People, he was, to the 


at Grief of the Nation, taken of 
Death in the Year 1219. Happy 
had it been for the King and King. 
dom, if thoſe who ſucceeded him 
had follow'd his wiſe Meaſures of 
Government: But they took the 
quite contrary Courſe, which invol- 
ved both in the utmoſt Confuſion 
and Diftrattion. 
After the Death of the Earl of 
Pembroke, the Government, during 
the King's Minority, was committed 
to the Biſhop of Wizcheter, who 
was made Regent, and Habert 4: 
Burg, who had defended Dower, 
— was made Chief Juſticiary. Soon 
after, the King was crown'd again, 
with more Pomp and Solemnity than 
the Circumſtances of the Time would 


at firſt permit. In 1221, the new 
Building of Wefminfteer Abbey was 
begun, King himſelf laying 


the firſt Stone. The ſame Year 
Joanna the King's Siſter was married 
to Alexander II. King of Scotland; 
and Hubert de Burg married Alex- 
anders eldeſt Sifter. 

The new Miniſters at firſt ſeem'd 
to have the Good of the Kingdom 
at heart, but they ſoon diſcover'd 
that they were for governing by 
other Maxims than thoſe of the late 
Regent. Hubert de Burg got the 
Aſcendency with his Maſter over the 
Biſhop of Winchefter, and fo inſinua- 
ted himſelf into the Royal Favour, 
that he roſe to an exorbitant Degree 
of Power, which he exercic'd in 4 
moſt illegal and arbitrary Manner. 
FTho' he was, in Effect, Prime Mini- 


ſter, yet as the Biſhop of inch: 
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ho was appointed Regent by the 
1 by his Office ſu- 

rior to him, he contrived to ge 
him refaov'd.- In order to this, he 
obtain'd a Bull from the Pope, in 
1224, whereby the King was de- 
tlard of full Age, and no longer 
oblig d to make uſe of a Regents 
and all who had the Cuſtody of the 


| King's Caftles were enjoin'd to ſur- 
render them to the King, But this 


being contrary to the Laws of the 
Realm, whereby the King was not 
to be of Age till one-and-twenty, 
the Barons refus'd to eomply with it. 
Upon which Hudert had recourſe to 
this Artifice: He got the King to 
demand of him the Tower of Lon- 
a and Dower-Caftle, of which he 
had the Cuſtody; which he ſurren- 
der d on Condition the other Ba- 
tons would do the fame : Several of 
them, not gomomng the Trick, 
follow'd his Example; and then the 
King reſtor d to Hubert the Caſtles 
he had given up, purely to draw the 
Barons into the Snare; which gave 


them a mean Opinion of the King, 


and a very bad one of the Favourite. 
Thoſe who were not impos'd upon 
by this Artifice, he threatned with 
Excommunication, unleſs they com- 
ply'd; by which ſome were frightned 
into a Surrender of their Caſtles, but 
others were determin*d not to com- 
ply with theſe inſidious and arbitrary 
Meaſures of the Miniſter, who was 
now grown exceſſively proud and 
haughty. 


Lewis VIII. King of France, who 


ſucceeded his Father Philip, broke 
the Peace with the Exg/i/o in 1224, 
confiſcated all the Territories they 
held in France, march'd into Sain- 
tonge, and took ſeveral Places, and 
afterwards beſieg d Rochelle, which 
in a few Days ſurrendered to him. 
His Pretence was, that Henry, as 
Duke of Guienne, had not been pre- 
ſent at his Coronation; but in Reali- 
ty, it was becauſe he thought the 


Minority of that Prince was a 
Opportunity for him to expel the 
Engliſh entirely out of France. Upon 
this a Parliament was call'd, and the 
King demanded of them a Fifteenth 
upon Moveables; which they grant 
d, on Condition the C harters of King 
oba were ſtrictly obſerv'd for the 
uture. The King's Circumſtances 
made him promiſe this ſhould be 
done, tho” afterwards he ſhew'd lit- 
tle Regard for his Word. With the 
Money thus granted he rais'd an 
Am and ſent it into Guienne, under 
the Command of his Brother, Prince 
Richard, whom he made Earl of 


. Cornwall ; but we don't find that he 


made any great Progreſs there. 

In 1226, the Parliament declar'd 
the King of Age, tho' he was not 
yet fo old as the Law requir d. AF- 
ter which, the firſt Thing he did was 
a great Act of Injuſtice: For he ob- 
lig'd all thoſe who had Charrers to 
renew them, in order to raiſe Money 
to fill his Coffers. In this, and every 
Thing elſe, he was wholly govern'd 
by Hubert de Burg, who repreſenting 
to him, that if he kept the Biſhop of 
Wenchefter near him, he would be 
Rill look'd upon as under a Regent, 
that Prelate was hereupon diſmiſs'd 
and fent to his Dioceſe. And now 
Hubert _ without a Rival, and 
having a perfect Sway over his Maſter, 
began to ſet himſelf above the Laws, 
— the King believe that his 
only Deſign, was to render him ab- 
ſolute; which Henry, a weak and 
capricious Prince, was of himſelf but 
too much inclined to. From this 
Diſpoſition of the King, and the 
nicious Influence and Advice of ſuch 


a Miniſter, what could England en- 


pe& but numberleſs Exactions and 
Oppreſſions ? Of which many Inſtan- 
ces ſoon appeared, which tended to 
alienate the People's Affections from 
their Sovereign. 
all contributed to this, was the King's 
annulling, all on a ſadden, the two 

| Charters 
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Charters of the King his Father, 


which he had folemnly ſworn to 


obſerve, pretending he was not bout d 


dy what he had promis'd in his Mi- 


nority. Hubert was ſo far from re- 
garding the Murmurs of the People 
on this Occaſion, that he caus'd 
himſelf to be created Earl of Ker, 
as a Reward for the great Service 


he had done his Maſter. The Ba- 


rons were ſo ns at theſe Pro- 
ceedings, that ſoon after the Earl of 


Pembroke, with a great many other 


Earls and Barons, enter'd into a 


_ Confederacy with Prince Richard 


(whom the 'King his Brother had 
offended) and took up Arms to com- 
el the King to reſtore the Charters. 
Gar Hebert having cunningly brought 
about a Ren on between the 
King and his Brother, the Confede- 
racy was broke for the preſent. 
Henry, about this Time, neglected 
a very favourable Opportunity of re- 
trieving the Affairs of the Erglih 
in Frante. Lewis IX. ſucceeding his 
Father Lei, VIII. under the Re- 
gency of Blanche his Mother, the 
French Barons being uneaſy under 
her Government, enter'd into a 
League againſt her. The Normans 
fided with them, and ſent Henry 
Word, that if he would come over, 
they would unanimouſly receive him, 
and put him in Poſſeſſion of that 
Province. The Poicke wins and Go/- 
cons alſo preſs'd him to lay hold of 
the preſent J uncture, to drive the 
French out of the Places they held 
in thoſe Provinces. But *twas all to 
no Purpoſe: . He by the Advice of 
his Favourite ſent them an Anſwer, 
'that he would wait for a more con- 
-venient Opportunity, whereas a bet- 
ter could never have offer d. When 
this Advantage was at an End, by 
Matters being accommodated be- 


tween the French Lords and the 


Queen Regent, then Henry all on a 
ſudden was very hot upon recover- 


1 


7i/þ had loſt, He made great pre: 
Parations and ſummon'd all his Va: 
ſals to meet him at Port/month, and 
aſſembled a very gallant Army. But 
when they came to be embark'd, 
there were not Ships enough to tranſ. 
port them; and fo the Deſign came 
to nothing. The King fell into ſach 
a Paſſion at this Diſappointment, 
that he call'd Hubert de Burg, Ol 
Traitor, and would have kill'd him, 
if the Earl of Cheſter had not inter- 
-pos'd, charging him with bein 
brib'd by the French Court to fru(- 
trate his Deſign. But the cannjn 
Miniſter, knowing the King's . 
Side, found the Means to get into 
Favour again 

The King having ſpent the Win. 
'ter in extorting greatSums of Money 
from his Subjects, the Spring fol. 
lowing, 1329, went over with his 
Army into France. And here, tho 
upon his landing at Sr. Maloes, Cir- 


cumſtances appear'd again in his Fa- 


vour, the Duke of Bretaign putting 
into his Hands all his ſtrong Towns 
and Caſtles, the Difference between 
the Queen-Regent and the Malcon- 
tents breaking out again, and the 
Mormaus pre ſſing him to march forth- 
with into their Country; yet Hemp 
ſcandalouſly neglected all theſe Ad- 


vantages, ſpent his Time in a trifling 


Manner, gave the Queen-Regent 
Opportunity of making up Matters 
with her Barons, and upon the Ap- 
proach of her Army, ſhamefully re- 
turn'd into England. *Tis ſaid, he 
was inclin'd to march into Nermanch, 
but was diſſuaded from it by Huber! 
at Burg. * A r 

In 1232, the King demanded a 


. Subſidy of the Parliament, for the 


Payment of his Debts contracted on 
Account of his Expedition againſt 


France; but had the Mortification 
to be refuſed, as ſo ill a Uſe had 
been made of the Money that had 
been granted him. 

ing by Arms the Proviaces the Egg. 


Thing? 
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Things being ſo ill manag'd both 
Abroad and at. Home, by the per- 
nicious Counſels of Hubert de Burg, 


ever ſince it was perceiv'd that the 


King was capable of entertaining 
duſpicions againſt him, his Enemies 


did not ceaſe to meditate his Down- 
fal. In order to this, they prevail'd 


on the King to re-admit the Biſhop 
of Wincheſter ¶ Hubert's mortal Ene- 
my) to his Preſence and Councils; 
who no ſooner had the King's Ear, 
but he ſet himſelf with all his Might 


to pull down his Rival, and manag' d 


Matters ſo, that Hubert was turn'd 
out of his Office of Chief Juſticiary, 
and Segrave, a Confident of the Bi- 


ſhop's, put in his Room. Nor did 


it end here: The King commanded 
Hubert to give an Account of all the 


Money that had paſs'd thro' his 
Hands, and order'd him to be pro- 


ſecuted for ſeveral Crimes. Initead 
of appearing and anſwering to his 
Summons, Hubert thought fit to take 


Sanctuary in the Priory of Merton. 


Upon which the King was ſo en- 
rag'd, that he order d the Mayor 
of Londen to go and force him from 


it, and bring him dead or alive. 


The Citizens of London, who had a 
mortal Hatred againſt Hubert, for 
ſome ſevere Proceedings againſt them, 
were forward enough to execute 


this Order; but the ill Conſequen- 


ces that might attend ſuch a violent 
Meaſure, being repreſented to the 


King, he countermanded it. How- 


erer, Hubert coming out of his 
Sanctuary to viſit his Wife at Se. 


Ednundſbury, the King order'd him 


to be purſu'd by ſome Soldiers, who 
dragg'd him from a Chapel at Brent- 
wood, where he had taken Sanctua- 
ty, and brought him to the Tower 
of London, with his Feet chain'd 
under his Horſe's Belly. But the 
row. made ſuch a Clamour againſt 
this Violation of the Church's Pri- 


vileges (as all Churches, and their 


ppendages, were Sanctuaries in 


theſe Days) that the King was fain 
to ſend him back to the Chapel 
again; ordering however the Sheriff, 
on Fain of being hang'd, to guard 
it ſo ſtrictly, that he might neither 
eſcape, nor have any Suſtenance given 
him. Reduc'd to this Extremity, 
Hubert ſurrender'd © himſelf to the 


Sheriff, who convey*d him in Irons 
to the Tower, amidſt the inſulting 


Shouts of the People. Matters be- 
ing carried thus far, the King, who 
was of a fickle Temper, and never 
continu'd long in the ſame Mind, 
relented all on a ſudden; and fo the 
Affair ended in ſending Hubert to 
the Caſtle of the Dewizes, till the 
King ſhould otherwiſe diſpoſe of 
him: Which was'a great Diſappoint- 
ment to the Biſhop of Wirchefer, 
who hop'd he would not come off 
with his Head, © 

The Biſhop, however, was- now 
Prime Miniſter, and by humouring 
the Paſſions and Inclinations of the 
King, acquir'd an exorbitant Power, 
which he made a worſe Uſe of, than 


even Hubert de Burg himſeif. He 


did all he could to alienate the 
King's Affections from his Subjects, 
repreſenting the Barons as too power- 
ful, turbulent, and aſpiring, and that 
they wanted to make themſelves in- 
dependent; and therefore, that the 
only Way to repreſs their Inſolence, 
was to ſend for a Number of Fo- 
reigners, and give them the Poſts 
and Places which the Barons held. 
This pernicious Advice being agree- 
able to the arbitrary Diſpoſition of 
the King, in a ſhort Time great 
Numbers of Gaſcors or Poifewins 
arriv'd, which the Biſhop of Vin- 
cheſter, their Countryman, and Peter 
de Rivaulx his Son, who paſs'd for 
his Nephew, invited over. Theſe 
were promoted to the: chief Poſts in 
the Government, and had the Ward- 
ſhip of the young Nobility commit- 
ted to them. The Barons were ex- 
aſperated at theſe Proceedings, and 

Richa. d 
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gave him ſo haogh 
an Anſwer, telling him, among other 


128 HENRY In. 


Richard Earl of Pembroke, Brothet 


w the late Earl, took the Liberty 
to remonſtrate to the King, in ſtrong 
Terms, againſt them. But the Biſhop 
ty and inſolent 


Things, that if the Foreigners al- 
ready in the Kin were not e- 
nough to reduce the King's rebelli- 
ous Subjects to Obedience, more 
ſhould be ſent for over; that the 
Barons from this Time began to 
withdraw from Court, and to enter 
into a League, in order to put a 


Stop to theſe arbitrary and deſpotick 
Meafares | 


Not after, the King havin 
eall'd — — the — — 
ead of meeting according to the 
Summons, —2— to him, to 
acquaint him, that if he did not re- 
move the Biſhop of Vistheffer and 
the Poifevins, they were reſolv'd to 
ſet another Prince on the Throne, 
who ſhould govern according to Law. 
This farniſh'd that bold and deſpe- 
rare Miniſter with a Handle for put- 
ting the King upon violent Meaſures, 
even ſo fat as to reduce thoſe, who 
refus'd to ſubmit, by Force of Arms. 
He ſfummon'd all the Vaſſals of the 
Crown to meet him with their 
Troops at Gloucefter. The Earl of 


Pembroke and ſome others refus'd to 


r. Upon which the King or- 
ord their Eſtates to be plunder'd, 
and their Houſes to be pillag'd. If 
the Barons had held „ he 
wou'd ſcarce have ventur'd to have 
taken ſuch a Step: But ſome of them 
having broken the Confederacy, left 
the reſt to his Reſentment. The 
Earl of Pembroke retir'd- into Wales, 
where Prince Lewellgzz granted him 
Protection and Aſſiſtance. The Kin 
march'd againſt him, but the Ear 
ſurpriz'd and routed the Royal Ar- 
my: Upon which Herxry retir'd to 
Gloac er, and thinking himſelf not 
ſafe there, went and ſhut himſelf up 
in Wiachefter; the Earl ſtill making 

3 | 


— 2 — burning the 
Town of wy, and ravaging 
the Lands of the Courtiers on the 
Borders of i ale. 

But the Miniſter accompliſh'd that 
by Treachery, which the Kin could 
not do by Force. As the Council 
conſiſted of none but his Creatures, 
he ſent an Order to the Governor! 
in frelang, fign'd by twelve Privy 


Counſellors, to plunder the Eſtates 


of the Earl of Pembroke in that 
Country, on Purpoſe to draw him 
over thither, promiſing they ſhould 
have thoſe Eſtates for their Pains, 
He alſo ſent over a Charter for that 
Parpoſe, which he artfully pot the 
King to ſigu among other Papers of 


little Importance, and then had the 
Seal affix d to it, either by the Con- 


nivance of the Chancellor, or, az 
M. Paris ſays, they ftole the Seal 
from him. Upon receiviug this 
Charter, the iriſh Governors ſet a- 
bout executing the Order; they le- 
vy'd an Army, and ravap'd the 
Earl's Lands, Which drew him over 
to Ireland to revenge himſelf on 
theſe Aggreſſors, as the Biſhop of 
Winche/ter deſign'd it ſhould. And 
being there, he was baſely betray'd 
by ſome pretended Friends, who en- 
gag*d him in a Battle, in which he 
was kill'd by a Stab in his Back 
with a Dagger. 

The Biſhop's Power did not con- 
tinge long, after this vile Piece of 
Treachery, and Abuſe of his Maſter's 
Authority. The Archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury made ſuch Repreſentations 
to the King, of the ill Conſequences, 
both to himſelf and the Nation, of 
his keeping ſo odious a Miniſter any 
longer near him, and how much it 
would be his Intereſt to remove him, 


that his Eyes being at laſt open'd, 
the Miniſter was diſprac'd and ſent 


to his Dioceſe, ' Riwvanls, Se- 
grave, and all the reſt of his Crea- 
tures, turn'd out. They were alſo 
order'd to give an Account of ther 

. | Actions, 
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Actions, and of the Money that had 
paſſed thro? their Hands; but when 
the Day came for them to give in 
their Anſwers, they, after the Ex- 
ample of Hubert de Burg, took Sanc- 
tuary in ſeveral Churches, and the 
Biſhop of Vincbeſter ſheitered him+ 
ſelf in his Cathedral. This was in 
the Year 1234. In 1236 he went 
to Rome, and died in the Year 1238, 
juſtly deemed by all, one of the 
chief Authors of the Troubles in 
this Reign. Segrave and Paſſalew, 
two of the old Miniſters, ſome Time 
after their Diſgrace, made their 
peace with the fickle and avaricious 
King, by a Preſent of a thouſand 


Marks each, and ſo were diſcharg- 


ed from all farther Proſecutions. 


Thus wicked Miniſters often pur- 


chaſed an Indemnity by the very Mo- 
ney of which they have cheated 
the Publick, and for which they 
ought to be ſeverely puniſhed. 

In 1236, King Henry married 
Eleanor, ſecond Daughter to Ray- 
mnd, Earl of Prowence. The Marri- 
age was celebrated with great Pomp 
and Mapnificence, but thro? the 
Weakneſs and Imprudence of the 
Ning proved unhappy to the Na- 
ton, For tho? he had fo lately ex- 
perienced the ill Effects of his un- 
bounded Favours to Foreigners, yet 
tow he became more impolitick 
than ever in this Reſpect, giving 
himſelf wholly up to the Direction 


of the Queen's Relations and other 


foreigners their Adherents, loading 
them with Gifts; Penſions, Places, 
and Offices, to the great Prejudite 
and Oppreflion of his Engliſ Sub- 
jets, and Impoveriſhment of the 


Lealm; which, together with the 


Grievances occaſioned by this Mea- 
ſure, was the Source of perpetual 
Diſputes and Miſunderſta ings be- 
tween the King and his Parliatnents 
lor near thirty Years, and ended at 
laſt in a Civil War, called the Ba- 
tons War, We cannot enter into 
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a Detail of all the Particulars during 
this long and confuſed Period, nor 
indeed would it ſignify much to do ſo. 
Let it ſuffice therefore to take notice 
of ſome principal Events. | 

| Soon after the King's Marriage, 


William of Provence, the Queen's 


Uncle, came over, and ſo gained 
the Affection of the King, that he 
in effect became ſole Miniſter, and 
managed every thing as he pleaſed; 
at which the Erg/i/þ Barons were 
exceedingly diſguſted, and the Par- 
liament made heavy Complaints. 


The King, to quiet them, made a 


Shew of redreſſing ſome Grievan= 
ces, but ftill adhered to his Favou- 
rite. He had now a Mind to re- 
move the Biſhop of Chichefer from 
the Chancellorſhip, in which he had 
behaved well; but 'tis remarkable, 


that he refuſed to reſigh it, alledg- 


ing, that the Parliament had intruſt- 
ed him with that Office; and there- 
fore he could not lay it down, but 
by the ſame Authofity. 

Whenever Henry promiſed to re- 
dreſs Grievances, it was all a Prez 


tence, to bring about his own Ends, 


and obtain Money from the Parlia- 
ment; which when he had ſucceeded 
ih, he always returned to his old 
Courſes, and governed as bad or 
worſe than ever. And now, as if he 
had a Mind to affront his Subjects 


in the Kigheſt Degree, he recalled 


to Court the two hated Miniſters, 
Segrave and Rivaulx, and again made 


them his Favourites and Confidents. 


Soon after which, by Virtue of a 
Bull from the Pope, he would have 
annulled all the Grants he had made 
in his Nonage; but the Parliament 


would not conſent to it. 


In 1237, the King, in order to 
obtain another Subſidy from his Par- 
liament, pretended to condemn his 


former Conduct, and promiſed no 


longer to be guided by Foreigners; 
and got a certain Prieſt to make a 
_— and plauſible Harangue for 


that 


f 
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that Purpoſe. But this did not pre- 


vail on the Barons, who were but 
too ſenſible of the King's Inſincerity 


and Diſſimulation, and that the large 


Sums he had already obtained upon 
many plauſible Pretences, had been 


employ'd only in enriching Foreign- 


ers. However, the King having pro- 
miſed to reſtore the Charters obtain- 
ed in the late Reign, and ordered 
the Curſe, formerly . denounced by 
Cardinal Langton, againſt ſuch as 
ſhould infringe them, to be publiſhed 
in all' the Churches, and havin 


added to his Council ſome Lords 


that were acceptable to the Barons, 
the Parliament was at laſt ſo far im- 


poſed upon as to'grant him the Sub- 


ſidy; but on Condition, that for the 


future he ſhould reje& the Counſels 


of Foreigners, and that four Knights 
ſhould be choſen in every County, 


to collect and ſecure the Money in 
ſome Monaſtery, in order to be re- 


| ſtored to every one again, if the 
' King was not as good as his Word: 


And yet the Money was no ſooner 


raiſed, but the King ſeized it, and 


made the ſame bad Uſe of it as for- 


merly, and continued his Foreigners, 
in his Council as much as ever, 


Upon which Prince Rzchard his Bro- 
ther earneſtly 1 with him, 
but to no Purpote. | 


The Earldom of Chefer was the 


ſame Year annexed to the Crown, 


upon the laſt Earl's dying without 
8 | | 
In 1239, the Queen was delivered. 


of a Prince, who was named Zaaward, 
and ſucceeding his Father, proved a 
great and famous King. 13 
When the Parliament, who had 
been ſo often deceived by the King, 
refuſed to grant him any Subſidies, 
he raiſed Money upon the People by 


Loans and other illegal Methods. 
The Jews were always great Suf- 


ferers in this Reſpect, from whom 


he extorted large Sums upon every 
Occafion. | 


5 ; . T7 


5 Whilſt the King was thus oppref- 


ſing the reſt of his Subjects, the Cler. 1246, 
gy. were no leſs expoſed to the Op- n 
preſſions of the Pope. Each ſided Jore y 
with the other in his Exactions and 1 * 
Extortions, and they both, as it 4 Ti 
were, went Hand in Hand together with | 
in draining and ruining the Nation, =o 
So that the Court of Rome never Tm 
had a finer Time of it in Zrglond Wi wee 
than in this Reign. In 1240, the : og 
Pope nominated no leſs than three 5 
hundred /talians to the vacant Be- ei p 

- nefices, 3 | 5 

Henry, who was always moſt ex- 62 2 
travagantly bent upon conferringFa- ag 7 
vours on the Queen's Relations, in = "0 
1241, got Bonrface het Brother elect- 5 * a 
ed Archbiſhop of Cantirbury ; thus I 
placing a young Man and a Fo- * * 
reigner at the Head of the Ergliþ 3 
Church. | te. | ber Þ 

Tho' Fraxce was in Poſſeſſion of ro 
a 2 Part of Poitou, Henry in- rant 4 
veſted his Brother Prince Richard Rt | 
with that Earldom; and the King WW. 1 Riv 
of France thinking he had as good a as 
Right, inveſted Alphonſo his Brother wok 0 
with the Tame, This occaſioned a 0 
new War between the two Crowns, deri! 
in which Henry came off with as the K. 
little Reputation as uſual, and Leavis "op TA 
made an entire Conqueſt of Poiu. 95 Kine 

The King, who was always want- WW» k 
ing Money, and ſquandering it away WW. Me ; 
when he had it, in 1243, put him- of Marc 
ſelf to a greater Expence than he rs D 
could afford, on account of the Mar- "Ma 
riage of Prince Richard with Cincia, I zes Ne 
the Queen's Siſter, *Tis ſaid the >, Ps 
Wedding-Dinner conſiſted of thirty n; Will. 

_ thouſand Diſhes. f fot Sham, 

In 1245, the Queen was delivered WW .c... "a 
of another Son, who was named. Word: 2 
Edmund, 3 theeſſive 

The Court of Rome continuing its fndice 


Exactions, and the Clergy fearing Whereap: 
openly to oppoſe the Pope, the Lay- it the = 


Barons began to conſult how to free i by þ 
the Nation from ſuch grievous Op- Ontrary x 
preſſions; and the ** 15 uthrally 
g 1240, 


/ ee; LED 
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1246, in Letters ſigned by the King, 
the Biſhops, and the Barons, laid be- 
fore the Pope the following Grievan- 
ces, AY Satisfaction therein. 
1. That his Holineſs, not ſatisfied 
with the yearly Payment of Peter- 
Pence, exacted from the Clergy great 
Contributions. 2. That Patrons had 
not the Liberty to preſent fit Perſons 
to the vacant Livings, the Pope con- 
ferring them generally on the Hali- 
ars, who carried the Income of 
their Benefices out of the Kingdom. 
z. That the Pope exacted Penſions 
trom the Churches. 4. That when 
an Valian Prieſt died, his Benefice 
vas preſently beſtowed on one of 
tie fame Nation: And that whereas 
tne [talians were inveſted without 
Trouble or Expence, the Englif 
were obliged to go and proſecute 
their Right at Rome, 5. That the 


' Clauſe Non obfante,-in the Bulls, en- 


tirely deſtroyed all Laws, Cuſtoms, 
Statutes and Privileges of the Church 
and Kingdom. But inſtead of re- 
trefing theſe Grievances; the Pope 
wok Occaſion: to oppreſs the Clergy 
more than ever, and would have laid 
ſereral new Impoſitions upon them, 
if the King had not now a little ex- 
erted himſelf; About this Time died 
tie King's Mother, Jabella, Queen 
Dowager of England, and Counteſs 
ef March; for ſhe married the Earl 
of March, her firſt Lover, after King 
Job's Death, h 

In 1248, the King demanded 4 
new Subſidy from his Parliament. 
but they, inſtead of complying with 
dis Will, aſked Kim how he could 
bt Shame expect any ſuch Thing; 
iter having ſo often broke his 
Word; and upbraided him with his 
Wceſive Bounties to Foteigners; in 
Prejudice of his native Subjects: 

bereupon he prorogu'd them; and 
a the next Meeting, being ſpirited 
dy his pernicious Foreigners, 
Ontrary to his Temper, which was 
uturally timid; ke ſpoke to them in 


very rough and haughty Language : 
But hiv 60% br thenl dhe 
more, the Barons told him, that 
ſince he did not intend to reform 
what was amiſs, they were not ſo 
mad as to impoveriſh themſelves for 
the ſake of Foreigners. And ſo he 
diſſolved them, for fear of their pro- 
ceeding to more vigorous Meaſures : 
And to ſupply his Wants, which 
were purely occaſioned by his un- 
bounded Favours to Foreigners, he 
was forced to ſell his Plate and Jew- 
els; which being quickly purchaſed 
by the Citizens of London, who al- 
ways pleaded Poverty when the 
granting him any Aid was in 3 5 
tion, he in Reſentment ſet up a Fair 
at Wegminſter, to. laſt fifteen Days; 
during which the Londoners were 
commanded to ſhut up their Shops; 
and all Fairs, that uſed to be kept at 
that Time, were ptohibited all over 
England. 

Another Method Henry took t6 
raiſe Moriey, was by ſending Judges 
into the ſeveral Counties, to make 
Inquiſition of all Treſpaſſes commit- 
ted in the Royal Foreſts; which 
Commiſſion was ſo rigorouſly exe- 


cuted, that the moſt trifling Faults 


were puniſhed by exceſſive Fines and 
Confiſcations ; which procured the 
King prodigious Sums, but at the 


fameTime, the Hatred of the People, 


In t251, the Clauſe Non ob/tants 
began firſt to be uſed in the King's 
Writs or Orders, in. Imitation of 
the Pope; that is, Notwwit)/tanding 
any former Order; or any Thing elſe < 
After which it became very com- 
mon; which occaſioned one of thę 
King's Juſtices to ſay with a Sigh; 
Alas ] what Times are we fallen into ! 
The Civil Court is corrupted in Imita- 
tion of the Feelefraſtical, and the Ri- 
ver is poiſoned from that Fountain, 


Whilſt King Henry was daily giv- 


ing his Subjects freſh Cauſe of Com- 
plaint, by his arbitrary Proceedings, 


he impolitickly fell out with Simeon 
K 2 | ae 
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Favour with him, had married his 
Siſter, and was made Earl of Lei- 
ceſter. This Nobleman had done 
him great Service in reducing the 
rebellious Ga/cons in Guienne; but 
being afterwards accuſed by them of 
ſome oppreſſive Practices in his Go- 
vernment of that Province, (tho' the 


true Cauſe of their Uneaſineſs was 


his Vigilance to keep them from re- 


Zar to his Accuſers, and turned his 


| Reſentment againſt the Earl of Lei- 


cefter ; who perceiving the Storm, 
got over Prince Richard, the Earl of 
Glouceſter, and ſeveral other great 
Lords to his Side, and a Sort of 
Confederacy was formed in his Fa- 
vour. The King, who in order (as 
he thought) to ſecure the Allegiance 
of the Gaſcons, was for ſacrificing 
their Governor to their Reſentment, 
ſeeing that Matters were not likely 
to go as he would have them, in 
great Paſſion called the Earl Tray- 


tor; upon which he in as great a 


Paſſion, told the King he lied, and 
that if he were not a King, he would 
make him eat his Wordt: Which, 


2 is the firſt Inſtance of a 


ubject's giving his Sovereign che 
Lye to his Face. The King, tho' 
after this he could not look upon the 
Earl without Horror, yet perceiving 
the ſtrong Party that was formed in 


his Favour, was intimidated, and 
' outwardly reconciled to him, and even 


ſent him again Governor of Guienne; 
but immediately after his Departure, 
he conferr'd that Province uponPrince 
Edaward his eldeſt Son. Some Time 
after, the Gaſcons revolted again, and 


| Joined with the King of Caftile, 
who pretended a Right to Guienne. 


Henry, under the Pretence of his 
engaging in an Expedition to the 
Holy- Land, but in Reality, in order 
to carry on the War in Guienne, 
obtained a Subſidy from his Parlia- 
ment, upon his again moſt ſolemn- 
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de Montfurt, who had been in great 
ters of King Jobn to be obſery. 


but tl 
Man 
ſeſhon 
fagra 
thods 
Court 


ly ſwearing to cauſe the two Char. 


ed ; but he ſoon applied to the 
Pope to be abſolved from his Oath, 
He went over to Guierne in Perſon, 
but the Affair was ſoon made u 


between the two Kings, by the AW dre 
Marriage of Prince 1 I 
Eleanor, the Sag of Caftile's Siſ. Os 
ter. Upon which the young Prince 90 4 
was not only inveſted with Guien, 4 
but Ireland, and the Sovereignty of 155 | 
Wales, whoſe Prince had put him. BY 
ſelf under Henry's Protection. reno) 
As much as Henry had diſtreſſed imagin 
himſelf and the Nation by his un- had bt 
reaſonable Humours, as if his Affair 1 
were not already ſufficiently invol. Diſcon 
ved, his Vanity, Folly, and Impru- OP 
dence threw him into new Troubles. to exe 
The Kingdom of Sicily being in Meaſu 
Diſpute between the Pope and Cu- ole 
radin, Son of the Emperor Conrad, Trievo 
of the Houſe of Suabia, and after. ak 
wards between the Pope and Mas- ticular 
Frea, Conrade's Baſtard- Brother; the the Ki 
Pope finding himſelf diſtreſſed by the Ee 
this War, and not able to carry it had be 
on without the Aſſiſtance of ſome verned 
other Power, made an Offer of the WW the, e 
Crown of Sicily to Henry, for his vance 
ſecond Son Edmund, in caſe he Cauſe « 
would aſſiſt in the Conqueſt of that ingly 
Kingdom. Henry reedily accepted fird in 
this imaginary Preſent, and ſcemed the firf 
as well pleaſed, as if his Son had twelve 
been in actual Poſſeſſion of that preſent 
Crown; and by this Means became Confed 
the entire Tool and. Bubble of the the K;, 
Pope. Money was what the Pontif WM attende 
wanted, and the King not only feat compel 
him all his ready Money, and wia the © 
he extorted from the Jegus, and bi lodge i 
other Subjects, and was lent him H miffion- 
his Brother Prince Richard; but the Kin 
likewiſe bound himſelf to pay what. Sins 7 


ever Sums the Pope ſhould borrow df their P. 
the Score of the Affair of di lowing 
And tho? the Money berrowed. ut of by tl 
der this Pretence, was not applif utes, J 
for carrying on the War in * N 
n q 


kat the Pope all the while ſuffered 
Manfred to remain in the quiet Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Crown, yet the moſt 


flagrant, unjuſt, and ſcandalous Me- 


thods were made uſe of, by the 
Court of Rome, - to extort immenſe 
Sums from the Exgliſb Clergy ; whilſt 
the King, by the Pope's Affiſtance, 
got what he could from his other 


dubjects, for the Repayment of the 


dums borrowed for this Undertak- 


ing, By this Means, Henry was 


brought into ſuch Diſtreſs, that he 
at laſt ſent Ambaſſadors to Rome to. 
renounce, in his. Son's Name, the 
imaginary Grant of Sicily, which 
bad already coſt him ſo dear, and 
had conſequently raiſed an univerſal 
Diſcontent in the Nation. 

It was now. that the Barons began 
to exert themſelves, and to take 
Meaſures againſt the King, The 
whole N had, doubtleſs, been 
grieyouſly oppreſſed: But the great 
Power and Credit of Foreigners, par- 
ticularly the Queen's Relations, and 


the Kiog's Half-Brothers, Sons of 
of March, by whom he 


the Ear 
had been a lang Time wholly go- 
verned, and ths immenſe Riches 
they enjoyed, was the chief Grie- 
vance of the Barons, and the real 


Cauſe of their Camplaint. Accord 


ingly, in a Parliament held at Ox- 
fird in 1258, (in which, tis for 
the firſt Time obſerved, there were 
twelve Barons, as Deputies, or Re- 
preſentatives of the Commons) the 
Confederacy was - ſo ſtrong againſt 
the King, (the Barons coming well 
attended and well armed) that they 


compelled him in effect to lay down 


the ſovereign Authority, and to 


| lodge it in four and twenty Com- 


miſſioners, twelve to be chofen by 
the King, and twelve by the Barons. 
Simon de Montfort, Earl of Leiceſter, 
their Preſident ; who drew up the fol- 
lowing Articles, whichwere approved 
of by the Parliament, called the Sa- 
utes, Proviſſons or Expedients of Ox- 
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ford. 1. That the King ſhould con- 
firm the Great Charter. 2. That 
the Office of Chief Juſticiary ſhould 
be given to one of fit Capacity and. 
Integrity. 3. That the Chancellor,: 


Treaſurer, Juſtices, and other pub- 


blick Miniſters, ſhould be choſen by: 
the Four and Twenty. 4. That the 


King's Caſtles, and all Strong-Holds,: 
thould be in the Cuſtody of the faid 


Four and Twenty. 5. That it ſhould 
be Death for any Perſon to oppoſe. 
directly or indirectly, what ſhould 
be enacted by them. 6. That the 
Parliament ſhould meet three Times: 
a Year. - The King was obliged to 
give his Aſſent to theſe Articles, 
and Prince Edward likewiſe was. 


conſtrained to ſwear to the Obſer- 


vance of them. Some Oppoſition 
was made to them, but the Con- 
federacy was too ftrong to be over- 
borne. The Conſequence was, that 
the Foreigners were forced to leave 
the Kingdom, and the Barons en- 
tered into an Aſſeciation to Rand by 
the Qxford Provifans, with their 


Lives and Fortunes; in which they 


were joined by the City of Londor. 

Thus this arbitrary and ill-adviſed. 
Prince, who had all along ſhewn ſo 
little Regard to his Subjects, found 


himſelf at once reduced tõ little more 


than the Shadow of a Sovereign. 
But he could *not well brook this 
Reſtraint, and therefore ſoon ſought: 
Means to free himſelf from the Yoke 
of the Barons, A Breach between 
the Earls of Leicefler and Gloucefler, 
the two Chiefs at the Confederacy, 
put him in Hopes of — 4 
He accordingly got the Pope to ab- 
ſolve him from his Oath concerning 
the Oxford Proviftens ;3 and, in the 
Parliament aſſembled at London in 
1261, he declared he no longer 
looked upon himſelf. obliged to ob- 
ſerve thoſe Regulations, and then 
retired to the Tower, having gained 
the Governor to his Side, Here he 
iſſued out Proclamations, and did 

OO f ſeveral 
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134 | 
ſeveral other Things, againſt the 
Acts of the Four and Twenty. But 
8 Earls of. Leicegger and Gloucefter 


eing now reconciled, the King 
found himſelf but in an ill Situa- 
tion. An Accommodation was more 
tan ance ſet on foot, but it came 
to nothing, partly thro' the Indiſcre 
tion of the King, and 8 thro? 
the violent Spirit of {ome of the 
Ding. At laſt having gained to 
his Side Prince Richard his Brother 
(now King of the Romans) and his 
Son, Prince Edvard; Henry was 
more embaldened than ever to op- 
poſe the Barons, WhO were firmly 
reſolved to ſtand by what had been 
agreed upon in the Parliament at 
A 
Ihe War accordingly broke out 
between the two Parties, in 1263, 
the Barons having choſen the Earl 
of Leiceſter for their General. They 
ſoon became Maſters of Glouce/ter, 
Hereford, Bridznorth, Worcefter, and 
other Places in thoſe Parts; and the 
City of London declared in their Fa- 
vour. Nevertheleſs the War re- 
mained doubtful, each Side gaining 
Advantages over the other, till the 
famous Battle of Z-wwes, which was 
fought on May 14, 1264 in which 
the Royal Army was routed, King 
FH himſelf, and his Brother the 
King of the Romans, Were made Pri- 
ners; and Prince gd,mard (whithad 
beat the Londoners in the firſt Attack) 
and Henry, Son to the King of the 
Romans, ' were forced to farrender 
themſelves Priſoners to the Barons. 
The Earl of Leicgſter having thus 
got the King in his Hands, diſpoſed 
of him juſt as he pleaſed, and made 
him ſign what Orders he thought 
fit. And now the Barons drew up a 
new Plan of Government, which was 
confirmed by the Parliament, which 
met on the twenty-ſecoad of June; 
Previous to which, they made the 
King fign Commiſſions, appointing 
i each County certain Magiftrates, 
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called Conſerators, who were ordered 
to ſend up fourKnights of each Coun. 
ty, nominated or choſen by the Aſſent 
of their reſpective Counties, to ſit in 
the Parliament as Repreſentatives of 
their ſeveral Shires: From whence 
many date the Original of the Con. 
mons fitting in Parliament. The 
Barons Plan, which this Parliament 
approved of, was, Fhat the Parlia- 
ment ſhould appoint Three Commi ſion. 
ers, who ſhould hawe Power 10 chu; 
a Council of Nine Lords, to whom the 
Adminiſtration of the publick Afair; 
ſhould be committed : That the King 
might change any of the Nine, or all if 
them, by the Adwice of the Three Con- 
miſſions's; and might change or tur 
out the Three, provided it was gone 
by the Conſent-of the Community of i 
Barons And that the Nine ſhuuld 
nominate all the public Officers. 
Thus Things continued for above 
a Year, whilſt the Ear} of Leiceſſir 
was at the Head of the Govern. 
ment, and, in Effect, exerciſed the 
ſupreme Authority in the Name of 
the King, whom he carried about 
with him from Place to Place, as 
he had Occaſion to remove with his 
Army, and made uſe of the Royal 
Name for whatever he had a Mind 
to inforce. He met indeed with 
ſome Trouble, from an Inſurrection 
of ſome Lords in the Counties bor- 
dering upon ales, whom he march'd 
in Perſon againſt, and had the good 
Fortune entirely to vanquiſh. The 
great Preparations the Queen was 
making in France, gave him alſo 
great Uneaſineſs; but he was luckily 
delivered from his Apprehenſions on 
that Occaſion by the Fleet, which 
was to bring over an Army of Fo- 
reigners, being detained ſo long by 
contrary Winds, that at laſt tie 
Troops were forced to return home, 
But what diſturb'd him moſt, was, 
that ſome of the Lords of the Con- 
federacy, particularly the Earl of 
Glouceſter, jealous of his aſpiring 5 
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| was before a cuſtomary Thing, be- 


HENRY Il. 


135 


the Crown, began to turn againſt Eſtates of the Confederate Barons, 


hin. To'obviate their Suſpictons, . 
he called a Parliament, chief y, as 


he pretended, to conſult about ſet- 


ting Prince Edward at Liberty. Tis 
remarkable, that expreſs Mention is 
made of two Kajghts being ſent to 
this Parliament, as Repreſentanves 


and ſeverely chaſtifed the City of 
London. Simon de Montfort, eldeſt Son 
of the late Earl of Leiceſfer, not 
doubting but he ſhould be one of 
the fit! that ſhould ſuffer, endea- 


voured to make the King of the 
Raman his Friend, who was in his 


or each County, and two Burgefſts Cuſtody in Kennelrvorrb- Caſtle, b 
or each City and. Borough. Ii 1 without a Kana, 


Aſſertors of the Antiquity of the 
Houſe of Commons infer, that this i 
cauſe the Hiſtorians do not remark ' 
that it was a new Eſtabliſhment ; 
whilſt their Opponents fay, there 
would have been no Need to take 
notice of this Particular here, if it 
had been a uſnal Thing before. 
„All that this Parliament, which was 
wholly at Zeiceſter's Devotion, did 
in relation to Frince Edward, was, 
to order that he ſhould be removed 
from Dauer: Caſtle, and remain with 
the King; which was doing nothing 
at all, as the King himſelf was a 
Priſoner in Leicefler's Hands. 
However, the Prince had, not 
long after, the good Fortune to 
make his Eſcape, and went and put 
himſelf at the Head of ſome Troops, 
which the Earl of en had 
raiſed ; which ſoon increaſing to a 
conſiderable Army, and even ſupe- 
rior to that of the Earl of Leicęſter, 
he marched in order to attack him. 
He firſt cut in Pieces a ſmall Army. 
which young Sinan de Montfort was. 
conducting to reinforce his Father; 
and then advancing immediately a- 


"Tooy 4 
But perceiving the King wholly go- 


y- the Battle of Cream. 


verned by Paffion and Reſentment, 
he quitted the Caſtle of Kennefavorth, 


leaving a ſtrong Garriſon in it, and 
threw himſelf with ſome Troops 


into the e of 4xbulme: But Prince 


'Edxvard ſoon forced them to fur- 
render, on Condition their Lives 
and Limbs ſhonld be ſpared. Simon 
de Montfort now found fo powerful 


a Mediator in the King of the Re- 
mans, that King Henry not only 
pardoned him, but would have re- 
ſtored him to Favour, if the Earl of 
Glouceſter had not oppoſed it. How. 
ever, he had Liberty to depart the 
Kingdom, and the King was to 
grant him a yearly Penſion, if he de- 
livered up Kennekworth-Caftle, which 
now it was not in his Power to do. 
=_ ſoon after joined himſelf with 
ome Pirates of the Cinque Ports, 
and plunder'd all theMerckant-Ships 
that came in his Way. 
There were, after this, ſeveral In- 
ſurrections, which we need not men- 
tion particularly, as they were ſoon 
quelled. The Caſtle of Kenne lauor th 
held out a long Siege and Blockade, 


gainſt the Earlg he fell upon him till the Beſieged were forced ta eat 


near Eve, and in an obſtinate and 


1 
* 


bloody Fight, da gage 4. 1265, 


totally routed Zeigefer's Army, and 
ſet the King Ais Father at Liberty; 
the Earl himfetf*and his Son Henry 


being ſlain on the Spo ß 
King Henry no ſooner found him 
ſelf at Liberty, but his Mind was 
wholly bent upon taking Vengeance 


on his Enemies; he confiſcated the 


their Horſes, and did not 11 urrendertill 


o 


"the Year 1267. The Malcontents, 


Who had ſeized thè e of EH. were 


3; | 3 * 5 | . + $6 ; b f 4 | 3 
the laſt who ſurrendered, which the 
did ſoon after thoſe of Kennefwerth. © -__ 
---»*The-Tranquithty of the Kingdom 


being thus perfectly reſtored, Prince 


Edward undertook a Voyage to the 


1y-Land ; where being diſappointed 
of the Reinforcements he expected 
K 4 from 


gs -.. 
from France and elſewhere, he could 
do but little, tho? he ſufficiently 
ſhewed the Saracent what they might 

pect from him, if he had had more 
5 He had like to haws been 
aſſaſſinated by one of the Jrfidel;, 
who was juſt going to ſtab him in the 
Belly with a Day ger ; but the Prince 
warded off the Blaw with his Arm, 


in which he was dangerouſly wound- 


ed. The Villain was going to ſtrike 
again; but Edward gave him ſuch 
a Kick on the Breaſt, that he 
threw him down: backwards, and 
wteſting the Dagger out of hisHand, 
diſpatched him with it, Finding he 
could make no great Progreſs in 
Paleſtine, unſapported as he was, he 
concluded a Truce with the Sultan 
for ten Years, ten Months, and ten 
Days, and ſet fail for England in 
272. | : 
His Father King Hepry did not live 
to ſee him return. H 
1272, after a very long Reign of 
fifty-ſix Years, and twenty Days, 
aged ſixty- ſix; and was interred in 
the Abby-Church at Feftminfer, 
near the Shrine of Edward the Con- 
fer, which was removed thither 
in 1269, juſt as the Church, the 
moſt ſtately then in Europe, was fi- 


niſhed.. 


and diftzaRted Reign, 
be obſerved, that to the Struggles in 


they enj 


e died on Nov. 16, 


grew quite out of Uſe. 
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His inconſtant, fickle Temper, his 
narrowGenius, his arbitrary Notions, 


his Greedineſs of Money, and layih- 
vourites, or in all-concerted Projects, 
wherein the Good of the Nation was 
not at all concerned; his being a con- 
ſtant Slave and Tool to the Court 


it away on his Fa- 


as Conduct, appear in all his 


of ſong and his little Courage i; 
well a 
Actions, during his lon 


confuſed 
ut it muſt 


this Reign, the Engliþ in great Mea- 
ſure pa. the Liberties * 
at this Day. With all his 
Faults, he may juſtly be commended 
for his Continence, and Averſion to 
Cruelty, being always ſatisfied with 
uniſhing his rebellious Subjects on- 
y in their Purſes. | 
He had nine Children, whereof 
only two Sons, Edward and Edmund, 
—4 two Daughters, Margaret and 
Zegtriæ, ſurvived him. 
* Matthew Paris, a Monk of &. 
Albar's, one of the moſt celebrated 
Hiſtorians of this Kingdom, flouriſh- 
ed in this Reign. EE 
Trial by Fire and Water Ordul 
was, by this King's Command, laid 
aſide by the Judges, and ſoon after 
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} 

| HIS Prince, the eldeſt 

Son of Henry III. was on 

his Return from the Holy- 
Land, when his Father died. His Ab- 
ence at that Time might have given 
Occaſion to ſome Commotions, if 
the Malcontents of Leiceſter's Party 
had not been for ſome Years ſuffici- 
ently humbled, and if the Nation in 
general had not had ſo good an Opi- 
non of Prince Edward, that it would 
have been dangerous to have at- 
tempted any Thing to his Prejudice. 
Accordingly, upon Henry's Death, 
tie Barons dnanimouſly ſworeFealty 
to Edward, though they had not 
eren heard from him for ſome 
Time; and wrote him a very du- 
tiful Letter, inviting him to come 
and take Poſſeflion af the Throne. 
They then committed the Regency 
of the Kingdom to' three proper 
Perſons whom they made choice 
of for that Purpoſe; and the Parlia- 
ment that met ſoon after, conſiſting 
Of the Lords Spiritual and Tempo- 
* and Knights of the Shires and 
vurgelles, approved of what had 


been done for preſerving the Peacs 
of the Kingdom. aired 

In the mean Time Edward pur- 
ſuing his Voyage, arrived in Sicily, 
and at Meſina firſt heard of his 
Father's Death. From hence he ſet 


out for Rome to viſit the new Pope, 


Gregory X, who had attended him 


in the Cru/ado, in Quality of Legate. 


After this, he paſſed thro France, was 
honourably received by King Philip 


at Paris, and did him Homage for i- 


enne. Then coming toBourdeaux,he re- 


ceived the Homage of the Vaſſals of 


that Dutchy. 


Havin 8 ſettled his Affairs in Guienne, 


he came into England, and was receiv'd 


with all Demonſtrations of Joy. He 
was crown'd ſoon after, Auguſ 19, 


1274, with. Eleanor his Queen, who had 


attended him in his Expedition; Mex- 


ander III. King of Scotland, the Duke 
of Brqtaign, and all the Lords of the 
Realm, being preſentat 8 
on whichOccaſion five hundred Horſes 
were let looſe about the Country, for 
all that could catch them tokeepthem. 
The firſt Thing King * 
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did, after his Coronation, was to 


ſend Commiſſioners into all theCoun- . 


ties, to enquire into the I 10% held of 


the Crown, and to examine into and 


prolly -the: Miſdemeanors of ſuch 


agiſtrates as had abuſed their Au- 


thority in oppreſſing the People ; 
which gave univetſal Satisfiftion | 
The Parliament, which ſat ſoon af- 
ter, in 1275, enacted ſome good 
Laws for: ſecuring the Liberties of 
the People, and the Privileges of che 
Clergy n Which were called the Sa: 
tuteſ of Venter. 
| bares Thoughts had been for 
ſome Time bent upon chaſtiſing Le- 
<vellyn, Prince of Wales, whoſe: Fa- 
ther and Grandfather had done Ho- 
mage to Henry III. for all that 
Country. The Vb had made ſome 
Struggles to throw off the Yoke, 
and their preſent Prince had very 
much countenanced and encouraged 
the late Malcontents in, England. 
Edward Had therefore long deter- 
mined to diſable him from doing 
any more Miſchief; but his Voyage 
to Paleſine, and the Circumſtances 
of the Times, had hitherto hinder'd 
him. A fit Opportunity now offer'd, 
The Parliament had ſummoned Le- 
.avellyn, be fore Edu ard's Arrival, to 
appear and do Homage to the abſent 
King; which he refuſed. And the 
King, after his Arrival [ned 
kim ſeveral Times for the ſame Pur- 
ꝓoſe; but Lexwellyz always excuſed 
himſelf and would not appear. Here- 
upon Earpard reſolved to puniſh him 
for his Diſobedience, declar d War a- 
gainſt him, and marched with a great 
Army into his Country, and by cut- 
ting a Way thro' a vaſt Foreſt, o- 
pened a Paſſage to the Center of 
ales; and advancing farther, drove 
the 24, to the M ountain Snowdon, 
their uſual Retreat, when purſued by 
the Eugliſb. His Fleet at che ſame 
„Time attacked and took the % of 
Anęleſca. This rapid Progreſs of 
Edavard's Arms, made Leavellyn ſue 
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late Troubles, apprepriating tothe 
ſelves Lands which they had 10 


who were poſſeſſed of ſuch 


for Peace, which he obtained, bot 
upon very hard Terms; tho' 4. 


ward afterwards. generouſly relaxte by 
them, being Gatiafied with his Suc: we 
ceſs, and with having thus morti. My 
- fied his Mas 57 = 
In 1279, the Earldom of Pons hie = 
and Montrewil fell to Edward, in * 
Right of his Queen, upon the Death - . 
of the-Queen-of -Cafiile her Mother, . 1.14 
But to obtain the Inveſtiture of thi; \ 
Earldom from the King of France, — 
he was forced, to renounce all Claim 7 
to Agen and Mer manch, as King WW | *,. 
Henry his Father had dene. 4 
The Com having very much (uf. yy 
fered by Clipping and Adulteratine, 5 
during the late Troubles, and Infor. 5 
mation being given, that the Jeu 4 v 
were chiefly concerned in it, the Fre 
King cauſed all that were in the Na. e 
tion to be ſeized in one Day; and Procl: 
two hundred and eighty of them "IR 
being convicted of Clipping and why 
Coining, received Sentence of Death, 7 5 | 
and were executed accordingly, Tafio: 
Abou this Time, the King pn. eng 
poſed, and the Parliament paſſed a ders 2 
Statute, forbidding all Perſons to di- Lipo“; 
poſe of their Eſtates to Secittlien ant 
which never die without the King“ vith « 
Conſent. This was called the &. total] 
MS of Mortmain, and was occaſioned 1 115 
by the prevailing Practice of Perſons a c 
alienating their Lands to the Church, cauſed] 
inſomuch that if a Stop had not been 1 
put to it, there was Danger, that of the 7 
all the Lands in Exgland would, u Brother 
Time, come to be in the Hands of Haäds 
the Clergy and Moxaſterics. the laſt e 
The next Year, 1280, (tho one to Dea 
ſay feyeral Years after) the Salut red N 
of Aue Warranto was paſſed, oc. bur Qu 
ſioned by many Perſons, during the Northam 
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Right to. It required all thoſe, 
conteſted 


Eſtates, to ſhew how they came 
them, and produce their Title be⸗ 
fore the Judges, to be examines 1 


ſome 
tatutt 
OCCa- 
8 the 
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ad 00 
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This was well intended, but the 
King, by ill Advice, or thro? the De- 
fire of heaping up Money, began 
do make a bad Uſe of it. As many 
who held Lands of the Crown muſt 
have Joſt their Titles, tho? their Poſ- 
ſeſlon was of long Standing. he took 
Advantage of this Misfortune, and 
iſued a Proclamation for all that 
held Lands of the Crown to lay 
their Title before the Judges. The 
Earl of Warren . and be- 
ing required to ſhe w his Title, where- 
by he held his Lands, he drew an 
old ruſty Sword out of the'Scabbard, 
and ſaid, T by this my Anceftors 
gained their Eftate,' and by this I will 
teed it as long as 7 live. This brave 
and bold Anſwer opened the King's 
Eyes, and, to his Honour, thinking 


better of the Matter, he recalled his 


Proclamation, and put a Stop to this 


Grievance, - which had been | loudly 


complained of. 

L:wellyz having revolted, at the 
Iaſtigation of his Brother David, 
committed great Ravages on the Bor- 
ders, and ſurprized and defeated the 
King's Generals that were ſent a- 
paint him. But Zaward marching 
with a numerous Army into Valet, 
tatally routed Leauelhyn's Forces in 
a great Battle, in which Lewwellyz 
himſelf was ſlain; and the King 
cauſed his Head, crown'd with Ivy, 
o be expoſed to View on the Walls 
of the Ther of London. Dad his 
Zrother ſoon after fell into 
Hands of the Engliſh, who, being 
the laſt of the Race, was cruelly put 
to Death as a Traitor, his. Head 
axed up by his Brother's, and his 
four Quarters ſent to York, | Brifel, 
Northampton, and Winchefter. Afﬀter 
tie Defeat of Lewellyn, Edward 


with Eaſe became Maſter of the 


Whole Country, and Wales was uni- 
ted to the Crown of England, in the 
Year 1283. Thus the Welſb, the 
Remains of the antient Britons, loſt 
Weir Liberty, after having bravely 


the 


3 
maĩntaĩned it for above eight hundred 
Years. But to make them Amends, 
(if any Thing could do it) they be- 
came one Nation with their Con- 
querors, and have enjoyed the ſame 
Laws and Privileges with them ever 
ſince. *Tis ſaid, that the Velſb being 
ſtill uneaſy without a Prince of their 
own, Edward purpoſed to give them 
for their Prince, the Son whom he 
hoped his Queen, who was then with 
Child, would be delivered of: That 
with this View, he ordered it ſo, that 
ſhe ſhould lie in at Caernar von, where 
ſhe'was brought to-bed of a Prince, 
named ZZward ; and that immedi- 
ately thereupon he convened the 
States of Wales, and told them he 
would give them a Prince born a- 
mong them, who could not fpeak 2 
Word of Engliſbꝰ; and then nomina- 
ted to them his Son, juſt born at 
Caernaryven, However this be, the 
young Prince was not inveſted with 
the Principality of Vales, till he was 
ſeventeen Years old; and from that 
Time, the King's eldeſt Son has 


been always Prince of Wales. 


In 1287, King Edward, leaving 
the Regency to the Earl of Pembroke, 
went over to France, where he ſtaid 
about three Years. | 

| . g to England in 1289, 
he Fi ently ſet about reforming A- 
buſes in the Adminiſtration of Taice, | 
ſeverely fined and puniſhed ſeveral] 
Judges, who were found guilty of 
taking Bribes, and obliged them to 
ſwear, that for the future they would 
take neither Money nor Preſents 

except only a moderate Breakfaſt. 


The next Year, the Jews were all 


baniſhed the Kingdom. 

The chief Affair of this Reign was 
the Conqueſt of Scotland, which tho? 
it redounded much to the Glory of 
King Edward's Arms, we can ſay 
nothing to the Juſtice of it. *Tis 
pretty plain, that as ſoon as King 
Alexander III. died, he began to 
project the uniting of Scotland with 
|  Eng- 
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England. With this View he got his 
Son Prince Edward married to Mar- 
garet, Alexander's Grand-Daughter, 


then Queen, and the only Remains 


of his Race. But ſhe dying ſoon 
after, there aroſe great Diſputes in 
Scotland about the Succeſſion, and 
feveral great Men laid claim to the 
Crown. Among theſe, the chief 
were John Baliol, and Robert Bruce, 
whole Influence was ſo great, that 


they divided almoſt all Scorland be- 


tween them, The two Parties, in 


order to prevent a Civil War, choſe 
of Englaud Arbitrator of 
their Differences. But before he 
would proceed to a Deciſion, he de- 
clared, that he ated in this Affair as 
Sovereign Lord of all Scotland, and 

7 the States to own him as 


require 
ſuch; which tho? they never ex- 


preſly did, yet as they did not di- 


realy oppoſe his Pretenſions, being 


erhaps over-awed by his Preſence, 
Fe haſtily took it for granted. And 


"then upon the Queſtion being ſeve- 


rally put to them, he was owned as 
Sovereign by all the Claimants. Af: 
ter which, he was put in Poſſeſſion 
of the Kingdom, that he might be 
able to deliver it up to the Perſon 
that ſhould be declared King, Then 
having heard the Pretenſions of the 
Claimants, he thought fit to decide 
in Favour of Baliol, and declared 
aim King of Scotland; upon which 
he ſwore Fealty and did Homage 
to King Edward, whoſe Conduct 
in this whole Affair, the Scots ſay, 
was a continued Series of Artifice, 
Corruption and Violence. | 

King Edward was no ſooner in 
Poſſeſſion of the Sovereignty of Scet- 


Land, but he carried his Prerogative 


to the utmoſt Height, to the great 
Offence of the Scots, and even of 
the new King, who upon trifling 
Occaſions had Summons after Sum- 


mons ſent him to appear before King 


Edward at Weftminfter, or wherever 
he ſhould be. Balio] finding him- 


- 


| Roxboraugh, Edinburgh, 


ſelf treated rather as a Slave than 
a Vaſſal, began to concert Meaſures 
for throwing off the Yoke of the 
Engliſh, which was become iq. 
tolerable to him. A favourable Op. 
N ſeemed to offer, as a War 
was bro ge out between France and 
England; Philip having ſeized upon 
all Guienae, He 3 entered 
into an Alliance with Pig, who got 
the Pope to abſolve Baliol from hi 


Oath of F ealty to Edward; then, de. 


pore on the Snccours he expected 
rom France, he ſent a Letter to King 
Edward, renouncing the Homage he 
had paid him; who, exaſperated at 
this, inſtead of carrying his Army 
over into France, marched it againk 
Scotland, reſolving now upon the en- 
tire Conqueſt of that Kingdem. 
W ly, in 1296, King Id. 
ward tA. Scotland with his Ar. 
my, having firſt gained Robert Bru 
to his Side, by promiſing him the 
Crowp, in caſe he would declare a- 
fund Baliol. He firſt took Beravick 
y Stratagem, which was as it were 
2 Key of the two Kingdoms, 
hen marching towards Dunbar, 
with a Deſign to beſiege it, he re. 
ceived 3 ce, that Baliol was 
approaching with a numerous Army. 
Upon this he advances towards him, 
and being met, a terrible Battle was 
fought, in which the Scots were de- 
feated, with the Loſs, as tis faid, 
of above twenty thouſand Men. 
After this, he marched back to Dur 
bar, whoſe Gates were opened i0 
him ; and, in a ſhort Time, took 
Sterling, 
Perth, and all the important Places, 
and in effect became Maſter of all 
Scotland. "The Scots therefore had 
nothing to do but to ſubmit to tbe 
Mercy of the Conqueror, and Bail 
came and reſigned his Crown to him, 
to be Eo of as he ſhould think 


fit. What was an irreparable Loſst0 
Scotland on this Occaſion, was the 
burning of the Records, which 2 
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ſeid to be done by Edꝛvard's Orders. 
Then having plac'd Eagliſb Garriſons 
and Governors in all the Caſtles, he 
returned in Triumph to England, 
carrying with him the Crown and 
Scepter of Scofland, with the reſt of 
the Regalia, and the famous Stone of 
gaone on which the Inauguration of 
their Kings uſed to be performed. 

Prince Edward, whom the King 
had left Regent, on his going over to 
Flanders, having aſſembled the Par- 
liament, which granted him a large 
Sublidy, confirmed King 7ohx's two 
Charters, by an authentick A4, 
which was ſigned by the King in 
Flanders, and ſealed with the Great- 
Seal, which he had carried along 
with him. 

Whilſt the King was in Flanders, 
on account of the French War, he 
was alarmed with the News of the 
Revolt of the Scots, under the Con- 
duct of the brave William Wal. 


lace, a Man of no great Family or 


Fortune, but ever ſince eſteemed a 
famous Hero. This valiant Man, 
deing grieved at the Servitude his 
Country groaned under, did Won- 
ders with a ſmall Number of Forces 
which he headed at firſt; which 
being ſoon increaſed by the Com- 
ing-in of all the true Lovers of 
their Country, he ſoon drove the 
Ergliſþ out of their ſtrong Places, 
and recovered all Scotland, leaving 
them only the ſingle Town of Ber- 
wick; for which brave Exploits he 
was immediately declared Regent of 
the Kingdom by the Army. | 
Edward,upon this, returned forth- 
with to England, and putting him- 
ſelf at the Head of a numerous Ar- 


my, marched into the Heart of Scot- 


lard, and met the Enemy at Falkirk, 
where, in a bloody Pattle, he gave 
them a total Overthrow, and im- 
proving this great Advantage, re- 
took all the Strong-Holds with as 
much Eaſe as he had loſt them, 

ving thus, as one may ſay, con- 


quered Scotland à ſecond Time, he 
returned to England. This was in 
1298. In the mean Time, the Scorch 
Lords growing jealous of Wallace, 
he laid down the Regency, tho' he 
never ceaſed upon all Occaſions to 
act for tne Good of his Country; 
and thoſe who had any Remains of 
a publick Spirit, made Choice of 
Comyn for Regent; by whoſe Ad- 
vice, the next Year, another vigo- 
rous Attempt was made to ſhake off 
the Engliſh Yoke. The whole King- 
dom roſe, and all the Inhabitants of 
the Cities as well as of the Country, 
taking Arms at the ſame Time, 
drove the Engliſb once more out of 
Scotland. Edward enraged at this, 
as ſoon as the Seaſon permitted, en- 
tered that miſerableKingdom a third 
Time, in 1300, and entirely routed 


the Scorch Army, which confiſted of 


ill- armed and undiſciplined Militia. 
Thoſe who remained, betook them- 
ſelves to the Fens, which the Con- 
22 durſt not paſs. Edward re- 
uſing to accept their Offers of Sub- 

miſſion, the Scots, inDeſpair, thought 
of putting themſelves under the Pro- 
tection of the Pope, and ſent Ambaſ. 
ſadors to offer the Sovereignty of 
their Country to Boniface VIII. who 
readily accepted of it. But ZEawward 
had 1 little Regard to the Pope's 
Pretenſions, that he ſwore, if he 
heard any more of them, he would 
deſtroy Scotland from Sea to Sea. 
As deſirous as he was to finiſh his 
Conqueſt, he durſt not refuſe the 
King of France a Truce, which he 
demanded in Behalf of the Scots, 
whilſt the Treaty for the Reſtitution 
of Guienne was depending. When the 
Truce was near expiring, Edward 
ſent Segrave into Scotland to renew 
the War. He divided his Army into 
three Bodies, not ſo much with a 
Deſign to fight the Scots, as to de- 
ſtroy the Country; but the Scozs 
falling upon them, routed them all 
three, one after another, in one Day, 
| The 
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The Peace being concluded be- 


tween France and England, in 1303, 
by which Guienne was reſtored to; Ed- 


ard, he found himſelf at fullLiberty 


to act as he pleaſed againſt the Scots. 


And fo he entered Scotland a fourth 
Time, with ſo powerful an Army, 
that he met with no Reſiſtance. He 
penetrated to the utmoſt Bounds of 
the Iſland, laying waſte the Country 
on all Sides. Szer/ing-Caftle held out 
all the Winter, and did: not capitu- 
late till July following. The Taking 
of this Caſtle finiſhed . Edward's 
fourth Expedition and third Con- 


queſt of Scotland. The brave Wallace 


being betray'd into his Hands, he 
cauſed him to be executed as a 
Traitor, and ordered his Quarters to 
be hung up in four of the chief 
'Fowns in the Kingdom. 


At his Return to England, in 1305, 


he publickly impriſoned Prince Ed- 
«ward his Son, for having, at the In- 
ſtigation of Piers Gave/ton, one of 
his Favourites, committed ſome Out- 
rage againſt the Biſhop of Litchfield. 

This was a wiſe and popular Ac- 
tion ; but what he did ſoon after, 
ſhewed that he was not diſpoſed to 


govern with that my and Mode- 


ration which the People expected: 
For he obtained of Pope Clement V. 


a Diſpenſation from his Oath, with 


regard to the two Charters of Li- 
berties. This Pope granted him the 
Tenths for three Years, reſerving one 
half to himſelf, The Parliament op- 
poſed this, and forbad the Collectors 


to levy the Tenths : But Edward by 


his own Authority took off the Pro- 
hibition, and ordered the Collectors 
to go on, : 

The Scots, tho? ſo often ſubdued, 
could not fit eaſy under the Yoke. 


Robert Bruce, Earl of Carrick, Son 
to one of the Competitors for the 


Crown, already ſpoken of, who was 
now dead, and to whom Edward 
had not performed his Promiſe of 
making him King, entered into a 


ſeized with a Diſtemper, which ſoon 


„ DANA 


Confederacy with Comys to reſtore 
the Liberty of their Country, But 
Comyn | ung falſe, and betrayed 
the Deſign to King Edward ; which 
Bruce diſcovering, ſtabbed him with 
his own Hands ; and then declaring 
himſelf, ſuch Numbers flocked t5 
him; that he went to rene, and was 
there crowned ; after which the Peo- 
ple in general came over to his Side, 
But King Z4vard ſending the Earl 
of Pembroke with an Army againſt 
him; he was twice defeated, and 
forced to retire to one of the H- 
Brides, and there wait for a more fa- 
vourable Conjuncture. Edward af. 


terwards arriving in Scotland, with 


a numerous Army, found the Work 
already done to his Hands; what 
was left for him to do, was to 
puniſh the Friends and Adherent; 
of Bruce, which he did in a very 
ſevere and cruel Manner, beheading 
three of his Brothers, and hanging 
other great Men, and ſcarce pardon- 
ing any that fell into his Hands. 
Then returning, he did one very 
commendable Thing; he baniſted 
Gaweſton, as a, Corruptor of the 
young Prince, and made the Prince 
ſwear never to recall him. 

Bruce had now an Opportunity to 
come out of his Retirement, and 
having ſoon drawn together a good 
Number of Troops, he attacked the 
Earl of Pembroke, whom the King 
had left his General in Scotland, and 
obtained a ſignal Victory, taking the 
Earl himſelf Priſoner ; after which 
he gained ſeveral other Advantages; 
and took many ſtrong Places. 

. Edward was now ſo exaſpera- 
ted againſt - the Scots, that he te- 
ſolved to deſtroy them without Mer- 
cy, and made vaſt Preparatibns to 
put his Deſign. in Execution. But 
Heaven prevented him : For he was 
ſcarce come to Carliſle, where be 
had one of the fineſt Armies Ex- 
land had ever ſeen, but he w# 
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put an End to his Life. He cauſed 
hinſelf to be carried by eaſy Jour- 
4 neys towards Scotland, being fondly 
defirous of dying in a Country he 


th dad thrice conquered. - But being 


come to Burgh upon the Sands, in 
to Cumberland, 
as ſeventh of July, 1307, aged fixty- 
eight Years, having reigned thirty- 
four Years, feven Months, and twen- 


Veſninſter, and depoſited by that 
0 Hg his Father. When he was 


his Son to proſecute the War with 
\. geotland, and adviſed him to carry 


h his Bones at the-Head of his Army, 
& wry him "the Rebels could never 
e 


at fand the Sight of them. He ordered 
to him to ſend his Heart to the Foly- 
ts land, with 32, oo0 “. for the Main- 
* tenance of the Holy-Sepulebre; and 
8 commanded him never to recall Ga- 
\ SL N. x | 

5 Fl Perſon was graceful, taller by 
4. the Head than the Generality of 


Men, and would have been perfectly 
well-ſhap'd, if his Legs had not been 
a little too long for. the reſt of his 
Body : Whence he had the Surname 
of Long-Shanks. - He was a Prince of 
a ſolid Judgment and great Penetra- 


ie there died, on the 


ty Days, His Corps was carried to 


near his End, he earneſtly preſſed 


tion, was prudent; valiant, juft, tem- England in this Reign. 
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perate and chaſte, had the Love and 
Eſteem of his Subjects; and England 
had been a great Gainer by his Ad- 
miniſtration. The Conſtitution of 
Parliament, ſuch as it is at this Day, 
was ſo well eſtabliſhed in his Reign, 
that an additional Law was made to 
the Great Charter, which enacted, 
that no Tax ſhould be levied upon 


the People, without the Conſent of 


the Commons. Tho? he acquired great 
military Glory in the Scorch War, 
yet his whole Behaviour, in relation 


to that Kin gdom, is the greateſt Ble- 


miſh upon his Character. 


le Had by Eleanor of Caftile, four 


Sons and nine Daughters, but EA. 
award, his 8Suceeſſor, was the only one 
of the Sons that ſurvived him. By 
Margaret of Frauce, his ſecond Wife, 
he had two Sons, and a Daughter. 
Eleanor his firſt Queen died in 1291, 
in Memory of whom he erected a 
Croſs wherever her Corps reſted in the 
Way from Lincolnſhire to Weſtminſter. 
he Title of Baron was, in this 
Reign, confined to ſuch as the King 
called to Parliament, which before 
was common to al who held Lands 
of the Crown. 3 | 
Matthew of Meſiminſter, àa Bene- 
dictine Monk, wrote his Hiftory of 
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JADIFARD II. ſarnamed of 
Caernar won, from the Place 
of his Birth, was about two 

and twenty Years old, when he ſuc- 
ceeded his Father, the great King 
Edward I. No Prince ever aſcended 
the Throne under more favourable 

Circumſtances, eſpecially if we con- 

| fider the perfect Tranquillity and 

Harmony then ſubſiſting in the Na- 

tion, and his being the Son of ſa 

univerſally-eſteemed a Father; and 
no Prince ever made a worſe Uſe 
of them. He had, beſides, the Ad- 
vantage of being one of the hand- 
ſomeſt Men of his Age, his Stature 
noble, his Mien perfectly agreeable, 
his Preſence majeſtick : But thro? 
the whole Courſe of his Reign it 
appeared, that the Endowments of 
his Mind bore no Proportion to his 
bodily Perfections; that he was in- 
fatuated to the laſt Degree of Weak: - 
neſs; that he had neither Courage, 
Judgment norForefight ; that he was 
wholly govern'd by his unreaſonable 


Paſſions ; and, in ſhort, that he was 
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of a 
5 3 ro 

entirely deſtitute of all thoſe Quai: MN bak 
ties, which are neceſſary to form a not th 
great Man, or a good Prince. Conhi1 

No ſooner was his Father dead, of the 
even before he had performed the Biſt 
laſt Offices to him, but contrary to you þe 
his laſt Command, and the Oath the Pe 
he had taken to him, he recalled his fablife 
Favourite Gaveſton, a native of Ga/- deceſſor 
cony, and the Debaucher of his Cuſtom 
Youth ; and was ſo unreaſonably Clergy 
fond of heaping Favours upon him, Edwar 
that he immediately became therich- King 
eſt and moſt powerful Lord of the Biſh 
Kingdom. It ſeemed as if Edu Cad, 76 
wanted to be King, only to have it and Pe 
in his Power to advance his Fa- and to | 
vourite, whom he was pleaſed to ſee King 
act as King, whilſt he himſelf was Biſhe 
content to be his humble Slave. And obſerves 
never did Miniſter make a more in- and Fu 
ſolent Uſe of his Power than Ga- and in q 
wveſton. 73 King 
The only Thing, in which Z Biſho 
ward was forward to obey his Fa- heep an, 
ther, was to conſummate his Mar- and §ta 
riage with Jabella of France, Dag. your Ki 


ter of Phili the Fair. He went 
over to Boulgne for this Purpoſe, 
where the Nuptials were folemnized 
with the utmoſt *Magnificence, in 
the Preſence of four Kings, namely, 
thoſe of France, Navarre, Almain, 
and Sicily. During his Abſence, 
which was but ſhort, -he wu 5 im- 
olitick, as to appoint the odipus 
Coveflon Guardian of the Realm, 
with an unlimited Authority; which 
ſo exaſperated the Barons, that they 
entered into a Leagne to prevent 
his Coronation upon his Return. He 
being in no Condition to oppoſe 
them, promiſed 3 ext f 
ment to grant them all they could 
reaſonably deſire; with which being 
ſatisfied for the preſent, the Coro- 
nation was performed by the Biſhap 
of Vincbeſter, on Feb. 24, 1308. As 
here we have the firſt perfe& Copy 
of a Coronation Oath, it may b 
proper to inſert it; eſpecially, as it 
will ſhew that na Charta was 


not the Original Claim, but only a 


Confirmation of the ancient Liberties 
of the People. 

Biſhop of Winchefter. Sir, Will 
you heep and confirm by your Oath to 
the People of England, be Laws e- 
flabliſhed by the pious Kings your Pre- 
deceſfſors 5 and particularly, the Laws, 
Caftoms, and Liberties, granted to the 
Clergy and People by the glorious St. 
Edward your Predecefſor ®=— _ © 

King. I will, and promiſe it. 

Biſhop. Sir, Will you preſerve to 
Cod, to Holy Church, to the Cler 
ard People, the Peace of God, fully 
and to the utmoſt of your Power ? 

King. I vill. | 

Biſhop. Sir, Will you cauſe to be 
obſerved in all your Fudgments, Right 
and Fuſtice with Diſcretion, in Mercy 
and in Trath, 'as far as you are able? 

— Iwill. In 

iinop. Sir, Will you promiſe 10 
keep and cauſe to be 75 t the Laws 


and Statutes that the ,ommunity 
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the next Parlia- 


| of to take.Arms, and choſe the Earl of 
yur Kingdem ſhall judge fit to ena#, Lancofter their General. 
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and will you deftnd and protect them 
to + utmoſt of your Parwer ?. 
ing. 7 omiſe it. | 
| This Oath 2 A ſooner taken 
than broken. GCaweffon was con- 
tinued in Power, had the whole Ad- 
miniſtration in his Hands, and go- 
verned with an abſolnte Sway. At 
the fame Time, he fill'd the Court 
with Libertines, Buffoons and Para- 
fites, was proud and inſolent to the 
laſt-Degree, and ſo ridiculouſly vain, 
as to aſe to wear the King's Jewels, 
and even the Crown, which ward 
took a Pleaſure in letting him do. 
He would alſo inſult the beſt of the 
Nobility, paſſing bitter Jeſts upon 
them, and giving them Nick-Names. 
All this increafed the Hatred of the 
Lords againſt him, and they brought 
the Parliament into their League, 
who ſo peremptorily demanded Ga- 
veſton's Baniſhment, that the King 
durſt not oppoſe it. However, he 
delayed it as long as he could, and 
in the mean Time continued to heat 
Favours on him without any Bounds 
% Decency; and when he was forced 
at laſt to part with him, he did it 
in ſuch a Manner as to ſhew his 
great Affection to him, by making 
im Governor of Ireland. However, 
he was ſoon recalled, and behaved as 
inſolently as ever. By the vigorous 
Meaſures of the Barons, who com- 
pelled the King to place the Re- 
gulation of the Government in the 
ands of one-and-twenty Lords, 
(called Ordainers) choſen by Parlia- 
ment, Gawvefion was baniſhed a ſe- 
cond Time; but was as ſoon recalled 
as before. 
Lancaſter, Grandſon to Henry III. 
by his Son Edmund, entered into a 
cloſe Confederacy with the Earls of 
Warwick, Pembroke, Arundel, Here- 
ford, Warren, the Archbiſhop of Can- 
ferbury, and many other Biſhops and 
Barons; who unanimouſly. refolyed 


They then 
_ diſperſed 


And now the Earl off 
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of the Kingdom to raiſe Forces, and 
with the utmoſt Expedition drew to- 
gether a great Body of Troops. In 
the mean Time Edward, though he 
could not be ignorant of theſe Pro- 
ceedings, ap ared quĩte indolent and 
unconcerned, and was taking his Di- 
verſions at York, where he was with 
his Favourite. The Confederates 
marched directly for that Place, in 
order to ſurprize him; but upon No- 


tice of their Approach, he retired to 


Newcaſtle, and not thinking himſelf 
fafe there, left it in Haſte, and ſhut 


himſelf up, with e ths in Scar- 
borough-Caftle ; from whence he went 


into Warwickſsire to raiſe Troops, 
but it was now too late. The Ba- 
rons entered Newcaſtle the Day the 
King had left it, and ſeized his and 
Gaweftor's rich Equipages, which in 
their Hurry they had left behind. 
The King left Gawefton in Scarbo- 
rough-Cafile, as thinking he was there 
moſt ſecure: But the Barons laying 
Siege to it, it ſurrendered in a few 
Days. Gawve/ton had capitulated to 
ſee the King, and be tried by yp 

eers; which was promiſed him; 
and the King wrote to the Confede- 
rates for that Purpoſe, and conjured 
them to ſpare Gawve/ton's Life: But 
he was carried off to Warwick-Caflle, 
by the Earl of Warwick, and there, 
after a hafty Trial, beheaded. 
The King was exceedingly in- 
cenſed at this violent- Proceeding, 
but had it not in his Power to re- 
venge it. He was purſued by the 


Barons, and retired to London; where 


thinking himſelf not ſafe, he went 
Shortly after, an Ac- 
commodation was effected by Means 
of the Pope's Nuncio, the Earl of 
Evreux, and the Earl of Gloucęſter; 


and Peace was reſtored in the Year 


1313; in which Year, the Queen 


brought the King a Son, who was 
named Edward. | 28 


We mutt now go u little back, 


| EDWARD III. 
dif perſed themſelves into ſeveral Parts 


ſand Men, entered Scotland, ind ad. 
| vancel 


and take a ſhort View of the Af. ! 
fairs of Scotland, which were growing y 
rome and ſtronger every Day, t 
whil England was weakened by in. 0 
teſtine Broils and Commotions, ing b 
Robert Bruce, who deſerves the Ti. 1 
tle of the Reſtorer of the Scotch Mo- U 
narchy, having ſuppreſſed the ſeveral 2 
Factions, had brought all his Sab. x 
jects to unite in throwing off the 5 
Engliſs Yoke, and happily ſucceed- 1 
ed in his Deſign. The Scots had on 
Reaſon to fear the worſt when E. uns 
ward I. died. Immediately after, = 
Edward II. marched. as far as Dun- 7 
Fries, and ſtruck a Terror into the K 
whole Nation. But their Hopes Bo 
were revived, when, leaving his Ar. _ 
my under the command of Jol * 
Comin, a Scotch Lord, he returned th; 
all on a Sudden to England, to meet a 
Gawe/ton, and marry the Princeſs þ 
I/abella. Soon after which, the Eng- Vo 
7 under Comin were ſhamefully de- 
eated by King Robert, and again 4 
by Ettward Bruce, his Brother, in OM 
the County of Galloway. Edward 2 
upon this, as averſe as he was to Ak 
War, marched a great Army into þ - 
Scotland, in 1308, but was forced he 7 
to return for Want of Subſiſtence, Pe. 
which the Enemy had wiſely taken TOY 
care tq carry off or deſtroy, The "a 
Diſputes afterwards. about Ga, wh. 
ave Bruce an Opportunity to make 2 | 
arther Progreſs. He entered Eng- it I 
land twice, and returned with great 8 
Booty. He recovered ſeveral ſtrong u 
Places from the Engliſß, and the % Th 
of Man ſubmitted to him. In 1313, Wy 
e ſent Edward his Brother to be- ia 
ſiege Sterling, the ſtrongeſt Place in 0 : 
Scotland, and the only one that re- Ein ö 
mained in the Hands of the Eng. ww, 
After a brave Defence, the Gover- ny 
nor capitulated to ſurrender the Pe 4 
Town in a Year, if it was not re- of 5, 
lieved before. 1 ? 
In the mean Time King Edwark cloſe 
at the Head of an — * thou- Blac ; 
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yanced . within View of Sterling; 
where Robert waited his Coming at 
the Head pf thirty thouſand, And 
now was fought the ever-memora- 
ble Battle of Banockbourn, {Jour 25} 
1314.) in which, notwithſtanding 
the great Inequality of Numbers, 
the Pugh Army was totally rout- 
ed, with a moſt dreadful Slaughs 
ter. The Engliſß make the Num- 
ber of the Slain ten thouſand. In 
all Probability they were a. vaſt 
many more. The Scorch Writers 
raiſe them to fifty thouſand. The 
Earl of Glouceſter, a great many other 
Lords, and about ſeven hundred 
Knights, lay dead on the Field of 
Battle, Edward haſtily retreated in- 
to England with the Remains of his 
ſhattered Army, and Scotland after 
this had Peace for ſeveral Yeats. 
This Peace indeed was only on 
the Side of the Scott, who, after the 
Victory at Banockbourn, had no Ene- 
my to oppoſe them; but Bruce con- 
tinued to make ſeveral Incurſions 


into England, and ravaged the Bor- 


ders in a terrible Manner. Edward's 
Affairs were at ſo low an Ebb, that 
he intreated the Pope to interpoſe 
his Authority, to procure him a 
Peace, The Pope complied, and 


ſent his Legates to publiſh a Truce 


for two Years, till a Plan of Peace 
could be ſettled, upon Pain of Ex- 
communication to thoſe who refuſed 
it, Edward readily accepted it, but 


Bruce paid ſo little Regard to it, 


that he beſieged and took Berwick. 
Edward attempted to recover it, but 


was ſoon obliged to raiſe the Siege; 


and afterwards the two Years Truce 
was agreed upon between the two 
Kingdoms, About four Years after, 
dix. in 1323, King Edward having 
got the Better of his Barons, make 


bis Army into Scotland; but for Want 


of Proviſions was forced once more 
to retreat. Robert purſued him ſo 
cloſely, that he overtook him at 
Blackmore, where Edward's Rag- 


„ 5 "a : : 147 
gage fell into his Hands, and he 
narrowly eſcaped being taken Pri- 
ſoner. The Engliſb Army being diſ- 
perſed, Robert marched on, ravaged 
the Country to the very Walls of 
York, and then returned laden with 
22 Having thus humbled King 

dæauard, he at laſt agreed to a 
Truce for Thitteen Years: 

Thus much for the Affairs of 
Scotland in this Reign. Let us now 
return home, and fee how Matters 
were catried after Gaveſlons Death; 
and the Accommodation between 
the King and his Barons. Though 
the Difference was outwardly made 
up, the mutual Hatred till remained; 
and increaſed every Day. The King 
was wholly poſſeſſed with the Def 
of Revenge, which he manifeſted 
on all Occaſions, particularly againſt 
the Eatl of Lancafter, the Chief of 
the late Confederacy, and the Fa: 
vourite of the People. This put 
the Barons upon forming new Pro- 
jects. They preſented a Petition; con- 
N a long Liſt of Grievances; 
and demanded a ſpeedy Redreſs; 
which the King evading; they re- 
ſolved to take Arms, and were juſt 
upon the Point of coming tb a Rup- 
ture, when Matters were again made 
up, by means of the Pope's Nuncio; 
and ſome Lords of a more moderate 
Diſpoſition, in 1318. 


But things did not remain long 


in this Situation. The Lords, ever 
Jealous of the King and thoſe about 
his Perſon, found Means to intro- 
duce into Court a young Gentle- 
man, named High Spencer, and got 


him made High-Chamibetlaih; that 


he might be a Spy upon the King, 
and inform them of what paſſed at 
Court. But he, by the Advice of 
his Father, of the ſame Name; and 
his own Inclination, ſoon found the 


Art of inſiauating himſelf ſo into 


the King's Affection, that from a 

Spy, he became his Confident, and 

poſſeſſed the Plage of Gawgfon in 
a” by 


41 


14. 


_ cauſed 


his Heart, Being thus become the 
Favourite of his Sovereign, he made 
as. bad a Uſe of his Power, as ever 
Gawveſten did; and having got his 


Father made Earl of Wincheſter, - 


theſe two Miniſters had now the 
whole Management of Affairs in 
their Hands, and did every Thing, 
that their Pride, Avarice, Ambiti- 
on or Revenge could ſuggeſt. This 
reat Murmuring and Diſ- 
content in the Nation, and the Earl 
of Lancaſter with Eaſe formed a 
ſtrong Party againſt the two Fa- 
vourites. The Aſſociation was re- 
newed, the Barons levied Troops 
with great Expedition, and Roger 
Mortimer was ſent to plunder the 


Lands of the Spencers; whodiſcharged 


his Commiſſion with the utmoſt Ri- 
our and Severity. The Barons be- 
ing thus in a Condition to ſtand their 
Ground, ſo vigorouſly petitioned for 
the Removal of the Spencers, that 
the King durſt not oppoſe their De- 
mands: And the Parliament being 
met, paſſed an Act for their Baniſn - 
ment; which was accordingly put in 
—. AAA 
But Matters ſoon took another 
Turn by Means of the Queen, who 
before uſed to act the Part of a 
Mediator between the King and the 


Barons. Having received ſome Af- 


front from the Governor of Leeds, 
which belonged to one of the Aſſo- 
ciated Barons, ſhe ſo ſpurred on the 
King to Revenge againſt their whole 


Body, that under Pretence of puniſn- 
ing one private Perſon (as he gave 


out by Proclamation, in order to re- 
move the Fears of the People) he 
raiſed an Army, beſieged and took 


the Caſtle of Leeds, and hanged up 


the Governor; and.then turned his 
Arms againſt the whole Body of 
the Confederates. He took War- 
«vick-Caſtle, and ſome others; and 


then thinking himſelf ſtrong mage 
le 


to ſtand againſt all his Oppoſers, 
recalled the two Spencers, who Ceaſed 


ing a full Revenge. 


EDWARD I. 


not to ſtir him up to farther Re- 
venge. Moſt of the confederate Ba. 
rons threw themſelves upon the 
King's Mercy. As to thoſe who 
ſtood out, many of them were put 
to Death, ſome fled the Kingdom, 
and others were impriſoned ; among 
whom was Mortimer, whom the Spen- 
cers confined in the Tower. The Earl 
of Lancaſter, with what Troops he 


could raiſe, retired into the North, 


in order to join the Scots; but bein 

purſued, was taken and beheaded at 
Pontefra#. Nine Lords of his Party 
were executed at York, and others in 
other Parts of the Kingdom: And 
never had ſo much Evglifb Blood 
been ſpilt on the Scaffold ſince the 
Norman Conqueſt. But we ſhall ſoon 
ſee how theſe Barbarities were re- 
taliated on the Spencers, and upon 
the King himſelf ; of which alſo the 
Queen, by an unexpected Turn of 
Affairs, was the chief Inſtrument. 

The Spencers having got rid of 
the Earl of Lancaſter and ſeveral 


Lords of his Party, exerciſed their 
exorbitant Power without any Con- 


troul, and in the King's Name did 
whatever they pleaſed. But their 
Revenge was not yet thoroughly ſa- 
tiated, whilſt the Biſhops of Lincoln 
and Hereford, and Roger Mortiner, 
were ſtill alive. They endeavoured 
to get the two former condemned as 


Traitors in the King's Court; but 


the whole Body of the Clergy op- 
poling it, as a Violation of their 

ights, the Judges durſt not pro- 
nounce the Sentence. However, 
this Attempt againſt their Lives filled 
them with Reſentment, and an op 

ortunity ſoon offered for their ta 
Roger Mortimer 
was twice condemned to die, and 
twice pardoned, by Means of 3 
poweertul Interceſſion with. the King. 

owever,. he was ſentenced to per- 
* Impriſonment, but found 

cans to eſcape into France. The 
Spencers knew it was the Queen 


Who 


gotiat. 
King 

which 
do He 
and he 
rations 
did no 
motion 
ſence, 

found 

Englan, 
Which | 
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who hindered them from taking a 
full Revenge upon Mortimer. All 
agree that ſhe was in Love with 
kim, and her ſcandalous Familiarity 
with him afterwards made it too 
plainly appear, The Spencers there- 
fore took all Opportunities to mor- 
tify her, infomuch that ſhe complain- 
ed of it to Charles King of France her 
Brother, and was fully bent upon 
ſeeking Revenge in her Turn, tho? 
to the Ruin of the King her Huſ- 
nd, | 
m Opportunity ſoon offered, by 
ſome Diſputes between Charles of 
France — Edauvard, about Guienne. 
Ambaſſadors were firſt diſpatched in- 
to France to bring Matters to an 
Accommodation. But it being ſig- 
nifed to Eduard, that if the —— 
went over, ſhe would ſoon bring her 
Brother to hearken to reaſonable 
Terms, ſhe was accordingly deſired 
to go over to France ; from whence 
the never returned till ſhe came with 
an armed Force. This was not a 
Contrivance of the Spencer to get 
id of the Queen, as ſome have 
thought, but the Propoſal came from 
the — of France, and very like- 
ly at the Deſire of the Queen her- 
ſelf, Neither the King nor the Spen- 
cr; perceived the Treachery, and 
ſo ſwallowed the fatal Bait. 8 
Queen Jabella's Deſigns were not 
diſcovered for ſome Time; ſhe muſt 
juſt have the young Prince her Son 
over with her. To effect this, and 
to cover her real Intentions, ſhe ne- 
gotiated a Sort of Treaty with the 
King her Brother, one Article of 
which was, that King Zdward ſhould 
o Homage in Perſon for Guienne ; 


and he was actually making Prepa- 


nauons to go over. The Spencers 
did not like this, fearing ſome Com- 
motions might he raiſed in his Ab- 
ſence. However, an Expedient was 
found out, whether in France or in 
England, moſt probably in France, 
ich freed them from this Uneaſi- 


Mind to {ſerve the King. 


neſs, as they could not ſee the De- 
ign of it. It was hinted to the 

ng, that if he would give up to 
Edward, his Son, Guienne and Pon- 
thieu, Charles would accept of the 
Homage of the young Prince, and 
reſtore ta him the Places he was to 
deliver up by the late Treaty. This 
Bait was alſo ſwallowed, and the 
young Prince was ſent over. This 
was all that Jabella wanted, and 
the King ſaw his Error when it was 
too late. He then ſent Letter after 
Letter, "commanding the Queen to 
return with her Son ; but ſhe always 
made ſome Excuſe or other, and was 
all the while carrying on a Plot to- 
dethrone the King W Huſband. 
After the Arrival of the Prince, all 
the Engliſb who had taken Refuge 
in France, or had been baniſhed, 
came in to her; among whom was 
Roger Mortimer, who became her 
chief Counſellor. However the King 
her Brother might under-hand en- 
courage and aſſiſt her, he did not 
care to act openly in it. She muſt 
therefore have recourſe to the Earl 
of Hanault, and to engage him 
in her Intereſt, concluded a Treaty 
of Marriage between his Daughter 


Philigpa and Prince Edward, with- 


out the Conſent of the King: And 
having got a Body of Troops, ſhe 
embarked, and landed in England, 
on September 22, 1320, . truſting 
more to her Friends in the King- 
dom, to whom ſhe had, in all Like- 
lihood, communicated her Deſign 


before ſhe went over, than to the 


Forces fhe brought with her. Ac- 
cordingly ſhe was no ſooner landed, 


but ſhe was joined by Henry of Lan- 
caſter, Brother to the late. Earl, the 


Biſhops of Hereford and Lincoln, and 


ſeveral other Lords; and the Ene- 


mies of the Spencers were ſo diligent 


in raiſing Troops, that her ny 


ſoon grew very numerous, and ſtruc 
a Terror into all who had any 
Being 
therefore 
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therefqre deſerted by all, he en- 
deavoured to retire to Ireland, but 
was drove back on the Coaſt of 
Wales, and concealed himſelf in the 
Abbey of Nearh. He had left Spen- 
er the Father in Brie}, which being 
don taken, the old Man was imme- 
diately hung up in his Armour with- 

ut any Pormality. The City of 
Tendon declared for the „ wg z and 
the Biſhop of Exeter, who endea- 
voured to keep it for the King, was 
beheaded by the Populace. Prince 
Edward was now deciared Guardian 
of the Realm : 'And Search being 
made for the King, he was foon 


found where he lay concealed, hav- 


ing with him only young Spencer, 
Chancellor Baldocł, Simon de Reading, 
and a few Domeſticks, every Bo- 
elſe havitig deſerted him. With theſs 
the unhappy King was conducted to 
Monmouth-Cafile, and the Biſhop of 
- Hereford was ſent to demand the 
Great Seal of him; which he de- 
livered up for the Queen and Prince 
to make uſe of it as they thought 
fe. 'This' was his laſt Act of u- 
thority, ſhortly after which he was 
conducted to Kenekworth. 
The Qyeen having got the Great 
Seal, called a Parliament in the im- 
riſoned King's Name: But before 
t met, ſhe cauſed Spencer to be 
hanged on à Gibbet fifty Feet high, 
and Simon de Reading on one teh 
Feet lower. The Parliament being 
met in 228 1327, unanimouſly 
reſolved,” That the King ſhould be 


depoſed, and Edward his Son made 


King in his Room, The Subſtance 

of the Charge exhibi:ed againſt him 
vas, that he had not ah 3 9K 
fo to the Laws of the Land; that he 


* had made uſe of evil Counſellors, 
and Had: refecteck the Advice of his 
faithful Subjects; in ſhort, that he 


was incapable: of governing, and 
that he was found” ineorrigible; 
and without Hopes of Amendment. 
Prince award was immediately 

„„ 2S;.5- 
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aftreſaid, "and * do' acquit the fant, 


tom can giue it; and do male !hi 
* Proteftation in the Name of all tht 
"that will not be in your Fealh u 
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roclaimed in 'We/tminfler-Hall. b 
9 Name of 2 III. But 
the generous young Prince voy. 
ing he would not accept of the 
Crown witliout his 'Father's Con- 
ſent, it was thought neceſſary to 
ſend Commiſſioners to' oblige the 
King 'to reſign it to his $on. The 
Biſhops of Lincoln and Hereford being 
ſent before to prepare him for it; 
when the Commiſſioners arrived, the 
unhappy King came out of his 
Room in a mourning Habit, and 
was fo moved at the Sight of them, 
that he fainted away. Being come 
to himſelf, they repreſented to hin 
the ill Conſequences that might at. 
tend his refuſing to comply with 
what they came about. Upon which 
this unfortunate Prince, with a me: 
lancholy Air, ſubmitted to all that 
was required of him, acknowledg- 
ing his Sins to be the Cauſe of 
his Misfortunes. He expreſſed his 
Grief at the Averſion bis People 
had againſt him, and at the ſame 
Time his Obligation for the Reſpect 
they had ſhewn to his Son. He then 
delivered into their Hands, the 
Crown, Scepter, and other Enfigns 
of Royalty; which done, | Judge 


Trufſel made Uſe of this Form of 


Words, which was entirely new, 
there having been no Precedent of 
the like Nature: / William Truſſel, 
Procurator 'of the Prelates, Earls 
Barons, and People, in ny Procurasy 
named, having for this full and uf 
"erent Ponyer, do furrenatr unto you 
Edward, late King of England, tr 

e and Feu F the Perſui 


in the beft Manner the Lau and Cf 


Allegiance for the future, nor lain 
or hold any Thing of you as King, but 
account you as a private Perſon, wilt 
out any Manner of Royal Digrih, 
Upon which, Sir Thomas 244 
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enn 


charged. Thus en 


High- Steward, broke his Staff, and 
declared all the King's Officers diſ- 


twentieth Year, and the for 
of wm - of whom it may beifaid 
that his Rui 

Von than 5 0 8 
was a Prince of fo little "Capacity, 
that he could not diſtinguiſh between 


what was for his Advantape, and : 
what was prejudicial to his Tateratt | 
He followed his Humour, without 


concerning himſelf aboat'the Eonſe- 
quences, and without being able to 
remedy the Evils he brought upon 
himſelf by ſo doing. In-a Word, 
he was exceedingly Hike his Grand - 
father Henry III. and had „ 
city enough to follow the good Ex- 
ample of his Father. Beſides EA. 
ward, who ſucceeded him, he had 
another Son called oba of Eltham ; 
and two Daughters, Joanna marri- 


ei to David King of Scots, and 
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Eleanor, Wife of the Duke of Guelder. 
In this Reign there was the moſt 


the Reign of terrible Earthquake that had ever 
N in its 


been felt in England; and a dreadful 
Famine, which laſted three Years 
and deſtroyed a vaſt Number of 
People. It is ſaid, that not only 
the moſt lothſome Animals were 
uſed for Food, but that Men, par- 
ticularly the Priſoners, devoured one 
another, During this Time, the 
brewing any ſort of Beer was pro- 
hibited on Pain of Death, that the 
e 
t Way, might be applied to the 
making 2 Bread. "This Period is 
alſo famous for the total Sfpprefiion 
of the Order of Knights-Templar, 
not only in 7 5 A, but all over 
Chriftendom. This was ſaid to be 
owing to their enormous Vices. 
Their Eſtates were aſſigned to the 
Hoſpritallers, or Knights of St. John 
|. -h220 now called Anights of 
442. ; 1 


——— '' 


ts, 
— pg » 
FT 4 
2 ot * 


— % > 
_— 
— 
— 
- — — 


0 
— 
N 
— 
%. 
» 
o 


——— ˙ A -w . 


1 
2 


ou — —— D ITO EEIRE=; 
22 
——ů— — — — — — 1 
Ra ˖ Yor —— ee oe n 
p - —— 
i —— 


— 
„ 
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-P ON the forced Reſigna- 
tion of the old King, the 


Prince his Son was again 


roclaimed, on January 20, 1327, 

y, the Name of — III. and 
was crowned at Veſminſter on the 
zöth, being then in the fourteenth 
Year of his Age. The Beginning 
of his Reign was ſo unhappy, that 
the People did not think they had 
changed much for the better, 
was not owing to the King, who 
was a Prince of uncommpn Capa- 
city and Penetration for his Age, 
but'to the Queen-Mother, a Woman 
of ſtrong Paſſions, and her Favou- 
rite Mortimer, a Man of more Pre- 
ſumption, and leſs Ability, than 
the Spencers. 


as ſhe and Mortimer thought fit. He 
was her Prime Miniſter, and acted 


more like a Sovereign than a Sub- 


This 


For though the Parli. 
ament had appointed twelve Regents 
during the King's Minority, yet %- 
Bella, having the Power in her own 
Hands, ſeized: the Government, and 
managed the Affairs of the Kingdom 


ject, diſpoſing of all Offices, and of 
the publick Revenue, according to 
his Pleaſure ; and by his Pride, Ar- 
rogance and Cruelty, ſoon became 
as odious to the Nation, as ever Ga. 
Seton or the Spencers had been. 

Ta paſs by the many State Arti- 
fices of this intriguing Queen and 
her inſolent Miniſter, let us ſee how 
Matters ſtood with Scotland at the 
Beginning of this Reign. King Ro- 


bert Bruce, thinking to take Adyan- 


tage of King Edward's Minority, 
broke the Truce with the Eugliſb, and 
ſent the Earl of Murray and Sir Janes 


Donglaſi at the Head of twenty thou- 
land | 


Men, to ravage the Counttes 
Edward 


bordering on Scotland. 
hearing of this, was fired with an 


ardent Deſire of taking Revenge, 
and ſignalizing himſelf in the De. 
fence of his Country. Thoſe who 
governed in his Name, though they 


did not like the War, could not wita 


Safety to themſelves fit down quiet 
under ſuch an Inſult. An Army of 
fixty thouſand Men, including the 4 
N Hainaulim 


j a % 
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Halraulters lately brought over, was 
therefore drawn together; which be- 
ing come to York, juſt as the King 
#23 going to head them, a Quarrel 
aroſe beth een the Fnglit and Hain- 
aulters, which came to Blows, and 
occaſioned a longer at 7 org than 
was Sewn apt: in the mean 
Time the Srofs paſſed the Tyne he- 
teen Carliſe and Neabeale, and 
nraged the Country on this Side 
the River. This haſtened the King's 
Departure, but the Scors had a made 
ſuch quick Marches, that the Frg/i/ 
could not come up with them, nor 
find them but, "It was therefore re- 
ſolved to paſs the Tyme, to wait for 
them in their Return home ; but 
Edward had no ſooner done this, but 
he was forced tq come back again 
for want of Subfiſtence, And after 
this, when he got Intelligence of 
the Scorch Army, and marched in 
order to fight them, they had fo 
poſted themſelves, that he could not 
come at them, to give them Battle. 
And fo he returned to York, exceed - 
mply mortiſied at his Difappoint- 
ment in this Expedition. 5 
The late King was all this while 
a cloſe Prifoner in Xenelworib- 
Cath. His harſh and cruel Treat- 


the ment-began to raiſe Compaſſion in 
Re the People; and Henry of Lancaſter, 
an- who had the Cuſtody of him, re- 
ity, lented fo far, as to entertaĩt Thoughts 
and of freeing him from his Confine- 
nel ment. This alarmed the Queen and 
10u- Mortimer, who even ſuſpected that 


ties he had a Deſign to reſtore the old 
vard King, They therefore 'refolved" to 
an diſcharge Lancaſter, and to appoint 
ige, the impriſoned King ſuch Keepers as 
De- they could beſt confide in. Sir Toby 
who Maltrevers, and Sir Thomas Gurndy, 
they two Men of a brutiſh. Diſpoſition, 
with were the Perſons they fixed upon to 
uiet put their wicked Deſigns in Execu- 

of tion, They were in Hopes that the 
the By fuel Treatment he ſhould meet 


2 _ 


bs 


worth to Berkley-Cafile, 
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with from them, would ſeon cauſe 
him to end his Days with Grief, 
Vexation and Fatigne. They were 
ordered to remove him from Kennel- 
And when 
their barbaroys and inhuman Uſage 
of him in the Journey, and after- 
wards, did not anſwer their End, 
they received expreſs Orders to put 


the miſerable King to Death. No 


fooner had the Ruffans received theſe 
helfiſh Inſtructions, but they put 
them in Execution with, unparal- 
lelled Cruelty, They entered the 
King's Room when he was in Bed, 


clapt a Pillow upon his Face to pre- 


vent his crying out, thruſt a Pipe up 
his Fundament, that no Scar might 
appear, and through it run a red-hot 
Iron into his Bowels ; in which ex- 
quiſite Torture he expired, about 


eight Months after he had been de- 


poſed. The Wretches who perpe+ 
trated this horrid Murder came to 


miſerable Ends, Gurney dying abroad 
by the Hands of the Executioner, and 


Maltrevers periſhing in Exile; and 
we ſhall ſoon ſee how divine Ven- 
geance purſued thoſe who ſet them 


to work. The Body of this unfortu- 


nate. Prince was buried in a private 
Manner in the Abby- Church at Glau- 
center, where the King his Son (who at 
irſt was made to believe his Father 
had died a natural Death) ſome Years 
after erected a ſtatel Monument. 

In 1328, the young King's Mar: 


riage with Philippa of  Hainault was 
ſolemnized. And the ſame Year, by 


the Advice of Jabella and Mortimer, 
a moſt diſhonourable Treaty of Peace 
(at leaſt in the Opinion of the Na- 
tion) was made with Scotland; King 
Edward renouncing all his Preten- 
ons to that Kingdom, and the Prin- 
ceſs Joanna his Siſter being given in 
Marriage to Prince Davia, the King 
of Scotland's Son. f 
Mortimer, as a Reward for his pre- 
tended Service in this Aff, 
created Earl of March, in full By 


Shortly after, _ 


air, was 


Hament. The brave Nobert Bruce, 
the Scots King, died ſoon after his 
making - this advantageous Peace, 
and left his Crown to his Son Da- 
vid, then about eight Years old. 
The Queen-Mother and Mortimer, 
their whole Management, made 
themſelves more and more odious 


to the Nation, And the Earl of 


Lancaſter, the Earl of Kent, the 
King's Uncle, and ſome other Lords, 
began to take Meaſures to pull them 
down. They entered into an Aſſo- 
ciation, and publiſhed a Manifeſto, 
containing the Motives of their tak- 
ing Arms. But 1/abella and Morti- 
mer ſo managed Matters with the 
King, perſuading him that the De- 
fign of the Malcontents in takin 
Arms, was to diſpoſſeſs him of his 
Crown, that he began to make vi- 
ous Preparations againſt them. 

Which might have been attended 
with ul Conſequences, if the Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury had not per- 
ſuaded the Queen to, come to an 
Accommodation, by artfully hinting 
to her, that the Manifeſto of the 
| Malcontents was ſo plauſible, that 
there was Danger of the whole Na- 
tion's ſiding with them. As the 
League was not yet ſtrong enough, 
the Lords thought fit to accept of a 
Pardon. And ſo the Queen and her 
Favourite as yet ſtood their Ground; 
but they retained a ſtrong Reſent- 
ment in their Hearts againſt theſe 
Lords, and the Earl of Kent fell a 
Sacrifice, not long after, to their 
| Treachery and Malice. | 

In the mean Time an Affair hap- 
pened in France, which, joined with 
Edward's Ambition, 
the chief Buſineſs of this Reign, and 
brought France to the yery. Brink 
of Deſtruction. This was the Death 


of Charles the Fair, Queen 1/abella's 


Brother, without Iſſue Male. But 
as he left his * 2 oanna big 
with Child, the firſt Diſpute was 
about the Regency till ſhe ſhould 


ave Riſe to 
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be delivered. King Zdward laid 
Claim to it, as Nephew and neareſt 


Relation to Charles. But Philis & 


Valois, Couſin-German to the de. 
ceaſed King, maintained, that as the 
Salick Law excluded the Females 
and their Deſcendants, as he thought, 
from the Succeſſion to the Crown, 
they conſequently had no Right to 


the Regency. - The Matter was de- 


cided by the Peers of France in Fa- 
vour of Philip; and how much fo. 
ever Edward was inclined to aſſert 


what he thought was his Right, he 


was not in a Condition to do it 
during his Minority. At length 7. 
anna being delivered of a Princeſs, 
Edward * Ambaſſadors to de- 


mand for him the Crown of France; 


but no Regard was had to this De- 
mand, and Philip cauſed himſelf to 
be crowned, by Virtue of the ſame 
12 * * aſſigned him the 

Legency. Edward not having it 
in his Power at preſent to maintain 
bis Pretenfions, let the Matter lie 
dormant for ſome Time, and even 
found himſelf obliged to do Homage 


to Philip of Guieune and Ponthien ; 


- which, however, the Queen-Mother, 


and the Earl of March, could hardly 
have brought him to do, if they had 
not ſuggeſted to him the Expedient 
of his privately proteſting before- 
hand againſt the Homage he was 
going to pay. This done, he went 
over, in 1329, and came to King 
Philip at Amiens ; where the Homage 
was performed in a moſt ſolemn 
Manner, in Preſence of the Kings 


of Nawarre, Majorca, and Hole. 


mia, and all the chief Lords of 
FARce, | 
King Edward's Return to Eng- 
land was ſoon followed by a great 


Revolution at Court, in 1330. 48 


he began at length to be ſyſpicious 
of the Queen his Mother's Conduct, 
there were Enemies enough found 
to lay hold of the Diſpoſition the 


King was then in, to haſten her, | 
9 | Rug, 
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Ruin, and that of her Favourite. 
They ſo wrought upon him by re- 
preſenting their ill Conduct in the 
moſt glaring Light, that with much 
Difficulty he got them both ſeized 
at Nottingham, where the Court then 
was, Then calling. a Parliament, 
he told them, that with the Conſent 
of his Subjects he intended to take 
upon himſelf the Government, tho? 
he was not yet at the Age preſcribed 
by the Law): To which the Parlia- 
ment readily aſſented. He firſt ſeized 
on the extravagant Dowry, which 
the Queen his Mother had cauſed to 
be ſettled upon her, amounting to 
two Thirds of the Revenues of the 
Crown, and then confined her in the 
Caſtle of Rifing, where ſhe continued 
the Remainder of her Life, which 
was eight-and-twenty Years. Her 
Favourite Mortimer Earl of March 
was treated with the utmoſt Severity. 
He was charged with having aſſumed 
the Government without Authority, 
with having placed Spies about the 
King, to keep him always in Sub- 
jection, with procuring the Death 


of the Ling Father by his expreſs 


Orders, with having lived too fami- 
liarly with the Queen-Mother, Oc. 
For all which Crimes he was hanged 
as a Traitor on the Common Gal- 
1 


The ſame Year the King was 


bleſſed with a Son, who was named 
Edward, after his Father, and be- 
came, at length, one of the moſt ac- 
compliſhed Princes that Exgland had 
erer ſeen. The Art of Weaving 
Woollen-Cloth was about this Time 


brought from Flanders into England, 


by Jobn Kempe, to whom King Z4- 
ward granted his Protection, and 
invited oyer Fullers, Dyers, and 


other Aftificers, belonging to that- 


anufaQure, which has ſince proved 
ſo adyantageous to England, © * 
After Eduard was at Liberty to 
at for himſelf; his firſt Attempt was 


pon Scotland, The diſhonourable 
. r 3 


wward”s Defire, 


Treaty that Queen 7/abe/la and 
Mortimer had drawn him into with 


4 


Robert Bruce, ſet very uneaſy od 
him. But not chuſing at firſt to 
act cpenly in violation of it, he un- 
derhand employed Edroard Baliol, 
Son of John Baliol, whom E4-* 


award I. had made King of Scotland, 


to bring about his Deſigns. Baliol 
had lived in France ever ſince bis 
Father's Death, and Edævard cauſed 
it to be infinuated to him by the 
Lord Beaumont, that he had now 
a fair Opportunity to mount the 
Throne of Scotland, whilſt David 
Bruce was in his Minority; and that 
the King of England was diſpoſed to 
ſecond his Endeavours. Baliol readi- 
ly liſtening to this Propoſal, came in- 
to England; and as thoſe Lords who 
had formerly Grants of Lands in Scot- 
land, from Edward I. were private- 
ly told that their ſerving Baliol 
would be agreeable to the King, the 
Hopes of recovering thoſe Lands, 
made them readily engage in Baliul's 
Cauſe. And ſo he embarked with a 
ſmall Army, and landed at Lingborn 
near Perth; and in a few Days 
routed four Scotch Armies, each ſu- 
pexior in Number to his own. After 
which he beſieged and took Perth. 
Theſe and other Succeſſes induced 
a great many Lords and Gentlemen 
to come in, and ſwear Fealty to 
him, In ſhort, young King David 
was obliged to fly into France; ſoon 
after which, Balial was crowned at 
Scone, and did the ſame Homage to 
King Edward for Scotland, as his 
Father had done to Edward I. He 
alſo yielded up to him the Town 
and Caſtle of Berawick, which were 
ſtill in King David's Hands. Things 
thus ſucceeding according to TA. 
5 raiſed an Army on 
Pretence of appeaſing ſome Troubles 
in Ireland; but preſently throwing 
off the Maſk, marched it towards 
Scotland, and laid Siege to Berawick. 
The Regent whom King David or. 
e ect left 
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card marc tan 
with a numerous Army, but the 


138 
left in Scotland, advanced with a 
gteat Army to its Relief; but FA. 
«vard met him at Halydon- Hill, and 
in a bloody Battle, non 1333. en- 
tirely routed him: After Which Ber- 
wick furrendered, which Edward an- 
nexed for ever to the Crown of 


an. 8 5 
Ning Edward, at his return from 
Scotland, left Baliol with a Body of 
Troops to compleat its Reduction. 
But the voluntary Homage he had 
paid, and the many Places he had 
given up te Edward, beſides Ber- 
=vick, ſo exaſperated the Scots, that 
the next Year they roſe againſt him, 
and _—_ upon him unawares, to- 
tally routed him, and drove him out 
of the . Hereupon £E4- 

ed again into Scotland 


Scots were ſo encamped, that he 
could not attack them. He paſſed 
the Winter at Roxburgh, and in the 


Spring, 1335, attacked Scotland by 


Sea and Land, and advanced as far 
as the Northern Ocean: Yet neither 
did he gain any great Advantage 
by this Incurſion, it being impoſſible 
to keep the North Parts of Scotland, 
without a continual Standing-Army. 
So he ſtaid ſome Time at Perth, 
whilft the Earl of Cornwall ravaged 
the Weftern Counties. Before the 
End of the Year, the Scots finding 
that Edward was fully reſolved to 
continue the War, moſt of them 
fabmitted ; and then he returned to 
England, leaving the Earl of Athol 
to 3 in 15 er. who, 
as he was befieging K:1drummy, was 
attacked, defeared and flain by Pan- 


Bar and Douplas, who marched to 
the Relief of the Place. This oc- 


cafioned Edward to march once 


more into $:tlant!, where he rava- 


ged the Counties that had revolted, 


and in his Return burnt Aberdeen to 


Aſhes. Then leaving a ſmall Army 
under Baliol, he came back to Eng- 


lad, being now bent upon putting 
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his Project againſt France in Execu- 
tion. He maintained, that the Sali; 
Low, in excluding Females, did not 
exclude their Male-Iſſue; and in. 
ferring from thence, that the neareſt 
Male Relation ought to ſucceed, he 
reſolved to wreſt the Crown from 
Philip de Valois, In which Projed 
he was encouraged by Robert d' Ar. 
tois, whom Philip had diſguſted. 
Whilſt he was preparing for this 
important War, in 1337, he called 
a Parliamens, - chiefly to ſettle the 
Buſineſs of the Voollen Manufacture. 
In it he created his eldeſtSon, Prince 
Edward, Duke of Cornwall, who was 
the firſt in Fugland that had the Ti- 
tle of Dale; and ever fince, the 
eldeſt Son of the King of England 
is by Birth Duke of Cernaball. 
Edæuard having made vaſt Prepa. 
rations, and entered into ſeveral 
powerful Alliances, the firſt Step he 
took, was to order the Duke of 
Brabant, one of his Allies, to de- 
mand the Crown of France in his 
Name, at the ſame Time making 
him his Licutenant-General for that 
Kingdom, and commanding the 
French, whom he ſtiled his Subjefs, 
to obey him. In 1338, he ſet fail 
from England, with a conſiderable 
Fleet, and arrived at Antaverp, where 
he made a long Stay, to ſettle ſome 
Matters of Importance to his grand 
Defign. The firſt Campaign was 
not opened till September, 1339, when 
Edward put himlelf at the Head of 


forty thouſand- Men, and marched 


towards the Enemy, who were ad- 
vancing with a numerous Army to 
give him Battle. However, Matters 
were ſo ordered,-that nothing was 
done; -and the firft Campaig 
without any Bloodſhed. 

The next Year, Edward took the 
Title of King of France, uſing it 


in all publick Acts, and quartered 


the Arms of France with his own, 
adding this Motto, Dieu & mon Driit, 
God and my Right. He ſoon after 
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obtained a great Victory over the 
French at Sea; for with à Fleet of 
three hundred Sail, attacking the 
French Fleet of four hundred, on the 
Coaſt of Flanders, he took or ſunk 
them all except thirty. Then land- 
ing his Forces, he went and laid 


Siege to Taurnay; but the French 


Army advancing to its Relief, ſo 
harraſſed the Befiegers, that Zarëard 
could make little or no Progreſs in 
the Siege. At length a Truce was 
agreed upon between the two Par- 
ties, by the good Offices of Joanna 
d Valois, Mother-in-Law to EA. 
ward, and Siſter to Philip, which 
was to laſt from the zoth of Sep- 
unber to the -25th of June, and 
was ſucceeded: by another Truce for 
three Years, by the Mediation of the 
Pope, after the two Kings had be- 
gun to commit Hoſtilities againſt 
each other, in the Diſpute about the 
Succeſſion to the Duchy of Bre- 
taign; Philip taking Part with 
Charles de Blois, whom he had de- 
clared Duke of Bretaign, and Ed. 


ward eſpouſing the Intereſt of Fobn 


de Montfort, the other: Claimant. 
Whilſt King 'Zdward was in 
France, Robert Stuart, Regent of 
David, gained 
great Advantages over Bale He 
took Perth, and forced Baliol to re- 
tire to the Borders; and ſome Time 
after he became Maſter of Sterling. 
Idward being returned into Eng- 
land, upon the Truce made with 
France, reſolved to invade Scotland 
once more by Sea and Land; but 
lis Fleet ſuffering by a violent Storm, 
prevented him. Soon after King 
David being furniſned with Men 
aud Money by the King of France, 
Turned to Scotland, and having 
got together a conſiderable Army, 
marched towards the Frontiers, and 
proceeded as far as Durham, which 
de deſeged and took, and put all 
ite Inhabitants to the Sword. In 


4 


7 


his Return he made an Attempt 
on Werk-Caſile, belonging 40. 44 


Countefs of Saliſbury; but the News 


of Edward's Approach made him 
deſiſt. Being come to the Caſtle the 
very Day that David marched off, he 
made a Viſit to the Counteſs of Saliſ 
bury ; which gave Occaſion for ſome 
to affirm, though without Grounds, 
that he fell in Love with her. He 
marched in Queſt of the Scots the 
next Day, but hearing they were 
retired to Gedeor*s- Foreft, he left off 
the Purſuit. And-ſoon after, "__ 


intent upon continuing his Freneh 


War, he offered Dawid a Truce for 


two Years, which he accepted, and 


had an Opportunity by that Means 
to fix himſelf more firmly on his 
Throne. bi 
- Whilſ the Truce with France and 
Scotland ſubſiſted, King Edward 
called a Parliament, in which he ſo- 
lemnly confirmed all the Läberties 
contained in the Great Charter, and 
created Prince Edward Prince of 
Wales. This Parliament paſſed an 
Act, called the Statute of Proviſors. 
againſt thoſe who brought Provi/- 
ons from Nome for Benefices. | 
We are now come to a Period, 
which ſhines with a diſtinguiſhed 
Luftre in Edward's Reign. He had 
made great Preparations to renew 
the War with France, as ſoon as the 
Truce ſhould be expired. But P4i- 
lip haſtened it on, w ſeizing and 


beheading ſeveral Lords of Bretaign; - 


by which Action, Edward main- 
tained, the Truce was broken. He 
therefore appointed the Earl of 
Northampton his Lieutenant-General 
in France, commanding him to defy 
Philip in his Name, and to declare 


War againſt him: And if he did 


but little before, he now made him- 
ſelf ample Amends, by the Rapidity 
of his Conqueſts, and ſurpriſing Suc- 
ceſs of his Arms. He firſt ſent over 
Henry of Lancafter Earl of Darby, 
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who made a t Progreſs in Gui- 
exne 5 but the vigorous Efforts of the 
Duke of Normandy put a Stop to it, 
and forced him to retreat. Upon 
this, Edward lands in Normandy, in 
1346, with his Son the Prince of 
Wales, who was now to make his 
firſt Campaign, being about ſixteen 
'Years old. He ravaged the Country 
in a terrible Manner through which 
he paſſed, burning and plundering 
every thing that came 1n his Way 
At length having bravely forcedaPaſs 
over * Somme, which was guarded 
by twelve thouſand French, he went 
and encamped at Grefp. Being cloſe- 
ly purſued - by Philip, he found he 
could not avoid a Battle; and ſo 
he pitched upon an advantageous 
Ground, and drew up his Army in 
Battalia, expecting the Enemy. The 
Battle began at Four in the After- 
noon, Augu/? 26, 1346, which was 
very obftinate and bloody, and prov- 
ed fatal to the French. The Prince of 
Wales, young as he was, performed 
Wonders. To him the Victory was 
chiefly owing, the King his Father 
leaving him the Honour of it. Phi- 
{is fought with undaunted Valour, 
was twice diſmounted, and wounded 
in the Neck and Thigh; when be- 
ing forced to retire, the Victory was 
ſoon compleated, and followed with 
a dreadful Slaughter of the flying 
Troops. There were lain in this 
Battle, the King of Bohemia, who 
was blind, the Earl of Alenſon King 
Philip's Brother, the Duke of Lor- 
rain, the Earls of Flanders and Blois, 
fifteen other eminent Noblemen, and 
twelve hundred Knights; and above 
eighty French Standards were taken. 
It is faid, that in this famous Battle 
the Engliſs for the firſt Time made 
uſe of Cannon, then unknown to 
the French; and that the Victory 
was in Part owing to the Sur- 
prize this Novelty occaſioned -in 
their Enemies. 8 
After this, Edward beſieged Ca- 


„ * a 
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lais, which held out a Year; and 


he at laſt reduced it by Famine, P 
Philip endeavoured to relieve it with C 
an Army of one hundred and fifty ta 
thouſand Men, but could by no an 
means attack Edward, he was ſo N 
ſtrongly intrenched. After taking by 
of this important Place, he conſent- lot 
ed to a Year's Truce, and returned to 
in Triumph to England. ul 
During the Siege of Calais, Phil; We 
— the may of Scots to make a the 
iverſion in England, who advanced of 
as far as Durham, at the Head of a pro 
numerous Army; but Queen Pi- Pri 
lippa marching againſt him, defeated ed 
him and took him Priſoner. Some ſeco 
Years after, the Scots ſurpriſed Ber- fand 
awick; but Edward ſoon retook it. and 
King David remained a Priſoner yang 
eleven Years, and then was releaſed he w 
upon giving twenty Hoſtages to pay 0-7 
100,000 Marks, at 10,000 a Year, King 
till all was paid. A ten Year's WM 
Truce was at the ſame Time con- Ning 
cluded between the two Kingdoms, ers, 
Dawid died in 1368, and left his lere: 
Crown to Robert Stuart his Nephew. on Se; 
Not long after the Taking of Prince 
Calais, Edward inftituted the moſt rſt d 
famous Order of Knighthood in the Wi ned 
World, wiz. that of the Garter, — 
The Occaſion of it is ſomewhat un- _ 
certain; but the common Opinion fo 
is, that it owed its Riſe to the Coun- 5 Nel, 
.teſs of Saliſbury's dropping her Car. ords, 
ter, as ſhe was dancing. *Tis {aid ** 
the King ſtooped to wo it up; and 1 * 
the Counteſs ſhewing ſome Suprize, 0 Roy 
as thinking he had ſome other Deſign, 3 
he {aid to her, Honi ſoit qui Mal y penſi * ol 
that is, Diſhonour, or Evil be to bin if rue 
that thinks Evil of it. In Memo I ar 
of this, tis pretended, he inſtituted 1 1 6 
this Order, and gave for its Motto the he br 
Words he had ſpoken to the Lady. 15 Wit 
About the ſame Time, the Mer- onde 
chants having complained of the De er, 
predations committed by ſome S Pin E. 
105 Ships on the Englifþ Coal, m0 ws 
Edward did not diſdain to g0 1 Ki wh 
Perſon ing 
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id Perſon with foine Ships, and gave 


e. Chaſe to theſe Corſairs. He took 
th wenty-ſix of their Ships, ſunk ſome, 
kd and diſperſed the reſt. | 
ws Philip de Valbis dying in 1350, left 
y his Son John his Succeſſor, who pro- 
8 logged the Truce to 1354, and then 
4 to the Vear following; but it was 
& Wil :1 kept on both Sides. When it 


_ was near expiring, Edward inveſted 
Wi the Prince of Vales with the Duchy 


. of Cuienne, and ſent him thither to 
ed proſecute the War. From hence the 
_ Prince made an Incurſion, and ravag- 

q ed Languedoc. He afterwards made a 
's ſecond Incurſion with twelve thou- 
* fand Men, paſſing through e 

7 and Limoſin, entering Berry, and ad- 
. vancing.to the Gates of Bourges. As 
100 he was fetching a Compaſs, in order 
po to retire to Bourdeaux, to avoid the 


King of France, who was — 
with ſixty thouſand Men, the ſai 

King came up with him, near Pozc- 
tiers, at a Place called Maupertuis; and 
here a memorable Battle was fought, 
on September 19, 1356, in which the 


e luce of Pa/es, notwithſtanding the 
5 0 raſt Superiority of the French, ob- 

in taned a compleat Toys and took 
| * King John Priſoner, with Philip his 
1 fourth Son. The Duke of Bourbon, 
15. the Conſtable of France, the Marſhal 
Jo & Nelſe, above fifty other great 
Gar: Lords, and eight hundred Gentle- 
(aid nen, were ſlain. The Prince's mo- 
det and generous Behaviour towards 
2 lis Royal Priſoner, was no leſs con- 
* ſpicuous than his Courage and Con- 
| — duct during this glorious Action. 
: bin A Truee for two Years was ſoon 
emory after agreed on, and the Prince came 
itutel I der to England the April follow- 
„te ing, bringing the captive King a- 
*. long with him, who was conducted 
"Me" London, and treated with all - the 
be De Honour and Reſpect imaginable, by 
© She King Edward and all the Royal 
Coaſt amily, as well as by the generous 

1 and heroic Prince of Wales. 


King John agreed upon a Treaty 
— ; 


with the King of Zngland, in order 
to recover his Liberty; but the Szares 
of France thought it ſo diſadvanta- 
geous, that they would not ratify 
it. Upon which Edward prepared 
to renew the War with more Vi- 
gour than ever, and in 1360 went 
over to Calais with an Army of an 
hundred thouſand Men, with Intent 
to ſubdue that miſerable Kingdom. 
But he miſſed of his Aim. For tho), 
after an unſucceſsful Attempt upon 
Rheims, he took Seins, and ravaged 
France to the very Gates of Paris, 
yet he could by no. Means draw 
Charles the Dauphin and Regent out 
to an Engagement, who kept him- 
ſelf ſhut up within the Walls, wiſely 
avoiding a Battle, till Zaward hav- 
ing loſt many of his Men by Sick- 


neſs, and tired with fruitleſs At- 


tempts, conſented to a Treaty of 
Peace, which was concluded at 2 
Village called Bretigny, and figned 
May 85 1360; whereby the King of 
France was to pay three Millions of 
Crowns of Gold for his Ranſom, 
and the King of England was to 
hold Guienne, Poictou, Saintonge, A- 
genois, Limofin, Quercy, Bigorre, Gaur, 
Angoumois, Rovergne, Perigord, Mont- 
reuil, and its Territories, Guiſne: 
Pontbieu, Calais Town, Caſtle, and) 
Territory, Sc. All Things being 


concluded, King John was ſet at 


Liberty, and returned into France, 
where he ratified the Treaty by his 
Letters-Patent, and ſoon gave a 
farther Proof of his Sincerity, by 
putting Edward in Poſſeſſion of the 
Countries aſſigned him by the ſaid 
Treaty. Towards the End of the 
Year, 1363, he came over to Eng- 
land again about ſome Matters of 
Importance, and was very honoura- 
bly received by King Edward. The 
Kings of Scotland and Cyprus being 
in Zyglazd at the ſame Time, Sir 
Henry Picard, Citizen and Wine- 
Merchant of London, entertained the 
four Kings and their Retinues with 
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a magnificent Feaſt at his own Houfe, 
King Jabn died in England the 8th 
of April following, which was no 
award, who loved 

d eſteemed him for his Virtue. 
This memorable Saying is aſcribed 
to him, Though Faith and Truth auere 
baniſhed from the reft of the World, 
they. ought to be 2 inviolable 
in the Month of Kings. 8. 
In 1364, Jobn de Montfurt, Son 


of the former Job», and Son- in- Law 
to King Zadward, defeated and flew 

Charles de Blois, his Competitor for 
the Duchy of Bretaign, in the fa- 


mous Battle of Auray; which put 

an End to the Gas between the 
gave Meonfort the 

Poſſeſſion of Bretaign. 

In 1366, Pope Urban V. in a 
haughty Manner demanded the Tri- 
bute which King . John of England 
obliged himſelf and Sueceſſors to pay 
to the Holy-Sze, of which there were 
thirty Years Arrears due. But both 
King and Parliament ſo vigorouſly 
oppoſed. this Impoſition, declaring 
ing Jobn's Engagement to be null, 


as Without Conſent of Parliament, 
and contrary to his Coronation-Oath, 


that the Pope thought fit to drop it; 
and neither Caw⅛ard, nor his Succeſ- 
ſors, had any more Trouble upon 


that Head. 


Not long after, the famous Prince 


of Wales warched with an Army of 


thirty thouſand Men from Beardeaux, 
in order to reſtore Peter the Cruel, 


King of Caftile, who had been.driven 
from his Dominions hy his Baſtard- 


= 


Brother, Henry Earl of Tran/lamave. 
e ſucceeded in his Enterprize, by 


totally routing the Sani Army in 
the Battle af Nygara. Which Ex- 


pedition, tho? glorious in its Sueceſs, 


was not very honourable, ſince it was 


undertaken in favour of one of the 
moſt brutiſh and cruel Princes that 
ever lived; who was afterwards again 
depoſed by his Brother, and deſerved- 
ly flain.. If the Prince of Hales had 


' bppa.3/ 10 whoſe Humour he entire) 
gave himſelf ups and ſquandered fo 


know n, or conſider'd, the vile Cha: 
racter of Peter, in all Probability he 
would not have eſpouſed his Cauſe. 
However, the Expedition was fatal co 


bim, for he contracted a Diſtemper 


in Spain, Which he never got rid of; 
and in order to pay his Troops ya 
forced to op a Tax upon Guienne, 
which furniſhed them with a Pre. 
tence to revolt, to which they were 
befare but too much inclined. 
Hitherto Zdwward's Reign had 
been happy and glorious; but the 
latter Part of it was full of Miſ. 
fortunes. In 1368, he Joſt his {- 
cond Son, Lionel, Duke of Clarence, 
who died in {ta/y, whither he went 
to conſummate his Marriage with the 
Duke of Milan's Daughter. By his 
firſt Marriage he left a Daughter, 
named Philippa. 

The Year following, Charles V. 
who ſucceeded King John his Fa- 
ther, upon ſome frivolous Pretences, 
broke the Treaty af Bretigny, which 
was diſagreeable to the French Na. 
tion, and declared War againſt I. 
ward. This War was as un fortunate 
to the Angi, as the former was 
glorious; for Charles, without ever 
Rirring out of his Palace, fo well 
directed the Motions of the War in 
the Cabinet, that the Exgliſb were 
worked every where, and 1n the End 
found themſelves deprived of all their 
late Acquiſitions in France, except 
Calais. However, a Truce was con- 
cluded between the two Crowns, in 
1374. At the Beginning of this 
War, the King and the whole Na. 
tion had a moſt fenfible Affliction in 
the Death of bis good Queen Philippa. 
; King Edtvard,now in his oldAge, 
had the Weakneſs to fall in Love 


with Alice Pierer, one of the Ladies 


of the Bed- chamber to Queen Pl 


way the public Money upon be! 
The Parliament obliged him to tut 
ber away, but he ſoon recalled * 
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On June 8, 1376, Edward Prince 
of ales, the Delight and Hope of 
the Nation, died in the forty-fixth 
Year of his A | 
zenerous, liberal, humane and cour- 


teous, and exceedingly beloved by 


the whole Kingdom. He was called 
The Black Prince, from his wearing 
black Armour. The Parliament at- 


tended his Corpſe to Canterbury, 


ge. He was brave, 


to the Ring on his Finger. He was 
one of the beſt and moſt illuſtriohs 
Kings, that ever ſat on the Exgliſb 
Throne, and what Faults he had, 


were greatly outweighed by his Vir- 
tues and amiable Qualities, He had, 


beſides his two Sons already menti- 
oned, William, who died an Infant; 
John of Ghent, or Gaunt, Duke of 
Lancaſter ; - Edmund, furnamed » 


where he was interred. He had Langley, Earl of Cambridge and 
7 married Joanna, Daughter to Ed- of 7 ork; William of Hanger, mo | 
116 nund, Earl of Kent, who was be- died young; and Thomas of Wood- | 
fe headed by. the Intrigues of Jabella floct, Duke of Gloucefter. He had 1 
= and Mortimer, at the Be zoning of alſo five Daughters. 7 
*. this Reign. By her he le tone Son, Towards the End of this Reign, 1 
r Richard, about ten Years old, Whom Dr. John Wickliff, a Man of great 1 
"his the King his Grandfather created Piety and Learning, began in his 1 
i. Prince of Wales, and Earl of Che/ter, Sermons and Writings to oppoſe . 
g deſigning him for his Succeſſor. Tranſubſtantiation, Perſecution for 12 
v. King Edward did not long ſurvive Religion's Sake, and other corrupt 10 B4 
_ his Son, He died at Sheen (now Dodtrines and tyrannical Practices 11 8 
1 Richmond) on June 21, 1377, in the of the Church of Rome. He was the 1 
dich fixty-fifth Year of his Age, and fifty- firſt celebrated Zng/hþ Reformer, 19 
Nl. firſt of his Reign ; and was buried had ſoon a great * of Fol- 1 
144 in W:fminſfter- Abbey. This 1 lowers, not only among the com- Wi 
= Prince, when he drew near his End, mon People, but in the Univerſity lg 
7. ſay himſelf deſerted by every body. of Oxford, and at Court and was 
*. His Courtiers' and Chaplains all for- powerfully protected a 1 the De- 
1 _h him. Alice his Favourite, when rss of the Pope and Biſhops, by 
Var in e law him dying, ſeized upon the Duke of Lancaſter, Lord Per 
. evety Thing that was valuable, even and other great Men, | on 
e End 
U their 
except 
15 con- 
10s, in 
f this 
le Na- 
tion in 
bilippas 
d Age, 
n Lone 
Ladies n 
_ Phi 7 WES WEL = al >; 
entirely ELLEN : | 
Jered . | — E — 
n ber. ; et 5. - vermin TN ee e eee .. 
to tun | TTL R**__= 
led het. r ĩ˙ A ODANt 2" 24 14 10 WER 7 
M = HARD 


of 


XX ww —— 5 1 


RICHARD I 


RIC HAND . 


PON the Death of Zdward 

III. his Grandſon Richard, 

Son of the Black Prince, ſuc- 
ceeded to the Crown. He was born 
at Bourdeaux, and was now about ele- 
ven Years old. He had three Uncles, 
who might upon ſpecious Pretences 
have di — the Succeſſion with 


him; but they were ſo far from en- 


deavouring to ſupplant him, that 
they were the firſt to do him Ho- 
mage. 
Juh, twenty-four Days after Ed- 
<vard's Death, young Richard was 
crowned without any Oppoſition. 
The Truce with France was ex- 
pired near three Months before Ea- 
*ward's Death. The King of France 
was making vaſt Preparations -to 
compleat the Expulſion of the 
liſs out of all the Places they held 
in France; whilſt at the End of the 
laſt Reign, and at the Beginning of 
this, the Engl; ſeemed. wholly un- 
concerned about the War. And ſo, 
whilſt ſive Armies were employed 


in different Places to finiſh the Work 
4 


And ſo on the ſixteenth of 


in France, the French made ſeveral 
Deſcents upon England, burnt Ha. 
tings, Portſmouth, Dartmouth and 
Plymouth, and plundered the % f 
Wight. For this the People blamed 
the King's Uncles, who took upon 
them the Adminiſtration of Affairs 
till the Parliament ſhould meet; not 
confidering, that they had neither 
Money not Forces, nor any lawful 
Authority to raiſe them. 

The Parliament met in Ooh, 
and gave the Regency of the King- 
dom to the three Uncles, joining 
with them ſome Biſhops and Lay- 
Lords. This mortified the Duke of 
Lancaſter, the eldeſt of the Uncles, 
a Prince of à haughty Temper, who 

had flattered himſelf with the Hopes 


of being ſole Regent. 


+. Whilſt Preparations were making 
to guard the Coaſts, and to oppoſe 
France, the King of Nawarre put 
2 Cherbourg Into. the Hands of the 
Engliſh, as the Duke of Bretagre 
ſoon after delivered up Bre to them. 
Theſe Places, together with _ 
a 


Kinge 
Parlia 
where 
Years 
Pence 
not ex 


With k 


ind Bourdeaux, might have been of 


pret Advantage to the Engliſh; as 


means of theſe four Towns they 
might have invaced Frante four ſe 
yeral Ways: But they made not a 
proper Uſe of this Advantage; and 
Richard, towards the End of his 
Reign, gave up Br and Cherbourg, 
for a very inconſiderable Sum. 
When Meaſures were, taking in 
England to aſſiſt the Duke of Bre- 
lage, the French Court, in order to 


divert the Storm from their o r⁊ 
Country (according to their uſual 


Artifice) encouraged: the King of 
S:tland to make a Diverſion on his 


Truce, and took Berwick by Sur- 
prize; but the Earl of Northumber- 
land drew together a Body of Troops, 
and retook it by Storm. In this 
diege, his Son Henry Percy ſignalized 
himſelf with ſtich Bravery and Re- 
ſolution; that he gained the Surname 
of Hotſpuri In the mean Time; 


in ſeveral Places, between the French 
and Engliſh, without any general 
Action, or decifive Battle. | 

In 1390; the Parliament paſſed 
an Act to render foreign Eccle- 
ſiaſticks incapable of holding any 
Benefice in England; and effectually 
to remove this Grievance, they paſſed 
another Act, forbidding all the King's 
dubjects, under ſevere Penalties, to 
farm Benefices conferred on Fo- 
teigners by the Pope. | 
Whilſt the Nation was involved 


had more-Regard to their own pri- 
vate Intereſt than that of the Pub- 
lick, a ſur riſing Inſurrection broke 
out, which threatened the whole 
Kingdom with Deſtruction: The 
Parliament had impoſed a Poll-Tax, 
whereby all Perſons, above fifteen 
Years old. were obliged to pay twelve 
Pence a Head, the Monks and Nuns 
not excepted. . This Tax was levied 
Fith great Moderation at firſt ; But 
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inſolent Collector attemptin 


side. He accordingly broke the 


Hoſtilities continued to be carried on 


abroad, and thoſe about the King 


5 

at length being. farmed by divers 
Perſons, who having advanced ſuch 
a Sum to the King, were to have 
what they could raiſe by it, theſe 
Farmers and their Collectors levied 
the Tax with great Rigour, in order 


to enrich themſelves. One of the 


Collectors, having demanded of a 
Tyler at Deptford, whoſe Name was 
Malter, from thence called Wat 
Tyler; twelve Pence. for one of his 
Daughters, the Father refuſed to 
pay it, alledging that ſhe was under 
the Age mentioned in the Act. The 
in a 
Way not very modeſt to ſatisfy him- 


ſelf of the Truth of this, Vat took 


up a Hammer, and knocked out his 
Brains. The People took his Part; 
and promiſed to ſtand by him. Im- 
mediately the Populace roſe in Kent, 
and choſe Wat Tyler for their Lea- 
der: And they were ſoon followed 
by thoſe of Ex, under the Conduct 


of Jack Straw, To the Poll-Tax 


were added other Grievances, the 


little Care taken by thoſe at the 


Helm to guard the Coaſts againſt 
the French, notwithſtanding the large 
Sums that had been raiſed for that 
Purpoſe, the Extortion of the Judges 
and Lawyers, the Oppreſſion of the 
Nobles, &c., Which Grievances be- 
ing inflamed by ſeditious Spirits, 
and, as ſome ſay, by the Monks; 
who thought themſelves aggrieved by 
the Poll-Tax, the People roſe in great 
Numbers, and Vat ſoon found him- 
ſelf at the Head of 100,000 Men. 
With theſe he marched directly fot 
London, freeing all the Priſoners as 
he went along. This formidable 
Mob proceeded to. the utmoſt Ex- 
travagancies: They cut off the Heads 
of thoſe Lords, Gentlemen, Judges 
and Lawyers they could lay Hands 
on; and bound themſelves by Oath 
never to own for King, any whoſe 
Name ſhould be 7% ; which was 
occaſioned by their Hatred to Fohn 
of Gaunt Duke of Lancafter, who 
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at this Time was gone to the Borders Preſence of Mind, that could lard: 


to negotiate a T'ruce with the Scots. 
Being come to Black-Heath, Wat 
Diler reviewed his Army, and con- 


ly be expected from his Vears, cried 
out aloud to them, My Priend,, 
will you kill your King! What though 


tinuing his March towards London, you have loft your Leader, I abill be 
took and plundered Southwark. your Captain. Follow me. With that, 


Shortly after, he entered London, the 
City Mob opening the Bridge Gates 
to him, in Spite of the Magiſtrates. 
Here this enraged Rabble commit- 
ted the moſt horrid Ravages, burn- 
ing and plundering the Houſes of 
the Judges, Lords and principal Ci- 
tizens. Then they ſeized the Tower, 
and finding there the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, and the High- Treaſurer, 
they without any Ceremony cut of 
their Heads. The King and Coun- 
cil were exceedinglyalarmed at theſe 
furious Proceedings, and in great Per- 
plexity what Courſe to take to put 
a Stop to them. At laſt it was re- 
ſolved to offer the Rebels a Charter 
confirming the People's Liberties, 
and a general Pardon; which thoſe 
of Eſeæ accepting, returned to their 
Homes. Var Ts ſtill continued at 
the Head of thirty or forty Thou- 
ſand Men; and the King coming to 
Smithfield, ſent to defire him to come 
and confer with him. Vat returned 
a haughty Anſwer, that he would 
come when he thought fit. He how- 
ever ſet forward at the Head of his 
Troops, and meeting the King in 
Smithfield, they had a Conference 
together, both on Horſeback. He 
made ſuch extravagant Demands, 
that Richard knew not how to an- 
ſwer him; and now and then he 
would lift up his Sword, as if he 
threatned the King. This Inſolence 
fo enraged Valævorth, Mayor of 
London, who was by the King, that 
he ſtruck the Rebel on a ſudden ſuch 
a furious Blow on the Head with his 
Sword, as inſtantly killed bim. 
- The Rebels ſeeing their Leader 
fall, were juſt upon the Point of 
revenging his Death, when the 
young King, with a Courage and 
3 


turning his Horſe about, he put 
himſelf at their Head, and marched 
to St. George's Fields, The Rebels, 
imagining he had declared for them, 
readily followed him. When they 
were come thither, they preſently 
ſaw a great Number of Citizens well 


armed, whom the Mayor had raiſed, 


marching towards them, and think. 
ing the whole City was coming out 
againſt them, they immediately threw 
down their Arms, and the whole 
Multitude was ſoon diſperſed, with- 
out the Loſs of one Life, but that 
of Wat Tyler, their Leader. 
There were much the ſame Kind 
of Inſurrections in Norfolk and Suf- 


folk ; but the Biſhop of Norwich, 


putting himſelf at the Head of ſome 
Troops, quickly ſuppreſſed them, 
Thoſe in Eſex began alſo to ſtir a- 
gain, but the King marched againſt 
them, and defeated them. Great 
Numbers were ſlain, and others were 
taken and executed; among whom 
was Jack Straw, their Leader. He 
confeſſed, if they had ſucceeded, 
their Intention was to kill the King, 
to extirpate the Nobility, and the 
Clergy, except the Mendicant Friers, 
to divide England into ſeveral King. 
doms, to make Wat Tyler King of 
Kent, to aboliſh all the old Laws, 
and make new ones. This formi 
dable Inſurrection was in the Year 
1381, and did not laſt above 4 
Month from the Beginning to the 
End.- 

A Marriage having been conclud- 
ed between King Richard and Amt 
of Luxembourg, Siſter to the Emperor 
Wenceſlaus, ſhe arrived in England, 
and was received with great Pomp 
and Magnificence, ſoon after tht 
Troubles were appeaſed. 


The 
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very n 
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"K The ſame Vear the King granted 
ed Power to the Biſhops to impriſon 
N * Hereticks; but the Houſe of Com- 
oh mons ſoon got it revoked. 

Gy In 1385, the Scots, by the Aſſiſ- 


tance of France, as well as the 


2 French themſelves, were preparing 
ed again to invade England. This a- 
ls, larmed the Court, and made them 


ſo exert themſelves, that in a little 


a very numerous Army, ſome even 
ſay 300,000 Men. Though with 
this Army he might have ſubdued 
Scotland, he made little or no Uſe of 
it. Inſtead of puſhing the Scots vigo- 
rouſly, who would not have been 


le able to ſtand before him, he employed 
ith- himſelf in ravaging the Country a- 
that bout Edinburgh, whilſt they ſlipt by 


him into Cumberland, and committed 
terrible Devaſtations. And tho? he 
might have intercepted them in their 


vich, Return, he omitted to do it, and 
ſome returned 3 into England. 
nem. It muſt be owned indeed, that 
ir 2. marching with the greateſt Part of 
aint ths Army firſt towards the Sourh- 
reat ern Parts of the Iſland, he, by the 
were Intelligence which the French had 
vhom of the great Number of his Forces, 
He prevented the Invaſion from France, 
eded, which was at the ſame Time in- 
King, tendec. 


The Vear before, the famous Re- 


the 
* former Wickliff, who, notwithſtand- 
King- ing all the Efforts of the Biſhops, 
ing of paſſed his Days quietly at his Pa- 
Laws, niſh of Lutterworth in Leiceſter ſhire, 
formi died there in Peace. He was edu- 
2 Year cated in Merton-College at Oxford, 


where he took the Degree of Doctor 
of Divinity. He had ſuch powerful 
ProteQors at Court, that all the Bi- 
ſhops could do againſt him was to 
condemn his Doctrines. But his 
Followers, called Lollards, who were 


\nclud- 


d Ann 


mperor ; 

"la, very numerous, were cruelly perſe- 
Pomp coted in the ſucceeding Reigns. 

er the Richard's chief Favourites now 


were, Newil Archbiſhop of York, Ro- 
The => 


Time, Richard was at the Head of 
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Bert de Vere Earl of Oxford, whom he 
created Marqueſs of Dublin, (the firſt 
who bore the Title of Margugſi in 
England) and Duke of Ireland; Mi- 
chael de Ia Pole, Son to a Merchant 
in London, whom he made Earl of 


Suffolk and High-Chantellor ; and 


Jud e Treſilian. Theſe, by humour- 
ing his Paſſions, got an abſolute Aſ- 
cendant over him. That they might 


ingroſs him to themſelves, they in- 


ſpired him with a Jealouſy of his 
three Uncles, eſpecially the Duke of 
Lancaſter, perſuading him, that he 
aſpired to the Crown; whilſt theſe 
could not without Indignation ſee 
Perſons of obſcure Birth or inferior 
Rank ingroſs all the King's Favour 
and Confidence. Theſe Jealouſies 
and Animoſities proved fatal to the 
King himſelf, whoalways loved thoſe 
beſt that flattered him moſt, and were 
for juſtifying whatever was agreeable 
to his Inclination. 

Theſe Favourites were become ſo 
odious, that when the King de- 
manded a Subſidy from the Parlia- 
ment, on account of another French 
Invaſion that was threatned, inſtead 


of anſwering his Deſire, they pre- 


ſented an Addreſs for the Removal 
of his Favourites. Richard was ex- 
ceedingly enraged at this Proceeding, 
and ſaid, that to pleaſe the Parlia- 
ment, he avould not turn out the 
meaneſt Scullion in his Kitchen. A 
few Days after, he ſent the Chan- 
cellor, in an imperious Manner to 
renew his Demand of the Supply. 
But the two Houſes uniting on this 
Occaſion, peremptorily refuſed it, 
unleſs he would firſt remove the 
Favourites. Things were even upon 
the Point of coming to a Rupture, 
when the King, thinkin 


the Duke of /ruand's Eſtate was 
confiſcated by Order of Parliament, 
and the Chancellor was obliged to 
reſtore all the Grants the King had. 


made him; which done, the Parlia- 


M 3 ment 


better of ] 
the Matter, complied. After which, 
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166 _ 
ment appointed fourteen Commiſſi- 
oners, to manage Affairs jointly with 
the King. But ſo fickle and impru- 
dent was Richard, that as ſoon as 
the Parliament broke up, he recalled 
his old Miniſters, and careſſed them 
more than ever, who now made uſe 
of all their Arts to be reyenged on 
their Enemies. The Duke of Glou- 
ceſter, the youngeſt of the King's 
Gacies who had acted vigoroufl 
againſt them, was the chie Object 
of their Reſentment; whom they en- 
deavoured to get poiſoned, but he 
eſcaped for that Time, 

The remaining Part of this Reign 
was nothing but Confuſion, and a 
Series of ww Zu Meaſures. The 


Miniſters formed a.Deſign to make 


the King abſolute, which Richard 


was very well pleaſed with. It was 
apreed, that he ſhould raiſe an Army, 
to terrify the Duke of GCl/ouce/ter, 
and the other Lords his Aſſociates; as 
the Earls of Arundel, Warwick, Not- 
tingham, and Darby, which laſt was 
eldeſt Son to the Duke of Zancaſter. 
Then a Parliament was to be called, 
which was to be wholly at the 
King's Devotion, and none to be 
returned but ſuch as were ſet down 
in his Liſt. For this Purpoſe. he 
ſent for all' the Sheriffs and Judges 
to Nottingham, and communicated to 
them his Deſign. The Sheriffs re- 
fuſed to comply; but the Judges were 
not ſo ſcrupulous as to what was re- 
ferred tothem. Being aſked, whether 
the King might not turn out the 
fourteen Commiſiigners appointed by 
Parliament, and annul what other 
Acts he pleaſed, they replied, Zhat 
the King was above the Laws. And 
ſome through ſervile Flattery, others 
tompelled by Menaces, ſigned this 
Opinion. The King then iſſued out 
Commiſſions for levying an Army, 
hut ſo few were willing to ſerve 
him, that he was forced to deſiſt. 
And all he got by this was, that by 
rainy his Deſigns, be increaſed 
11 * o 8 „ 


into great Perplexity, but he thought 
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more and more the Hatred of the 
People. 1 ITHa if 

he Duke of Gloucefter and the 
other Lords, alarmed at theſe Pro. 

ceedings, and knowing that the chief 

Aim of the Court was their De. 
ſtruction, reſolved to take Arms; and, 
as they were in great Credit with 
the People, ſoon raiſed an Army of 
40,000 Men. This threw the King 


the beſt Way was to amuſe them by 
fair Promiſes, whilſt ' the Duke of 
treland went and raiſed an Army in 
Wales; which he ſoon did, but be. 
ing met by the Earl of Dart, in 
Oxfora/hire, was defeated, and forced 
to fly into Holland. From thence 
he went to Louwain, where he died 
about three Years after. In his Bag. 
gage, which was taken, was found 
a Letter from the King, ordering 
him to march with all Speed to 
London, and promiſing to live and 
die with him. It was alſo diſcoyered, 
that he deſigned to make up Matters 
with France at any Rate, in order 
to have the Aſſiſtance of that Crown 
to reduce his Subjects to Obedience. 
Richard's Meaſures being thus de- 
feated, he took Shelter in the Tower, 


and the Lords immediately marched nent 
their Army to London. They de- ſoon a 
manded a Conference with the King, all dit 
which, in the Circumſtances he was tion a 
in, he durſt not refuſe, They up- that h 


low th 
his late 
ing dea 
er of 

made a 
Crown 
Dukes 

ing ho! 
Court, 
Who hac 
braid th 
veral O 
ſeized, 
there ſn 


tierbeds 


braided him with the Nottinghan 
Plat, and all his other Meaſures to 
deftray them, and to make himfelt 
abſolute, He ſeemed much affected, 
and ſhed Tears at this Remonſtrance; 
and it was agreed, that he ſhould 
meet them the next Day at . 
minſter, in order to ſettle with him 
the Government. But they were 10 
ſooner gone from the Tower, but he 
altered his Mind, and ſent them 
Word he would not meet them 
Hereupon they let him know, tha 
if he did not come, they woul 
chuſe another King. Frigbmen 


* Declaration, he not only came, 


: but conſented to the Baniſhment of 
je bis Favourites. As to the Judges, 
o they were taken off the Bench, and 
ef ſent to the Tower. | - 
e- The Parliament meeting in Fe- 
d, bruary, 1389, ſeveral Perſons were 
th impeached of High-Treaſon. Some 
of were baniſhed, and had their Eftates 
ng confiſcated. The Chief Juſtice, Sir 
ht Rubert Trefilian, and ſome others, 
by were hanged at Tyburn. After this, 


of 2 general Pardon was paſſed for 

both Parties, the King renewed his 
be- Coronation Oath, and all the Lords 
repeated their Oaths of Allegiance 


to him. During theſe Tranſactions 
nce the Duke of Lancafter was in Spain, 
ied endeavouring to poſſeſs himſelf of 
ag- the Crown of Caftile, which he 


claimed in Right of his Wife, eldeſt 
Daughter of Peter the Cruel. At 
his Keturn, the- King inveſted him 
with the Duchy of Guienne, not out 
of any Affection for him, but with 
a View of having him at a Diſtance. 

Though Matters had been thus 
made up, the unhappy Temper of 


nce. the King ſoon threw all in Confuſion 
; de: again, Being now come of Age, 
wer, he was reſolved to take the Govern- 
ched ment into his own Hands ; when it 
de- ſoon mn that he was not at 
ing, all diſpoſed to rule with Modera- 
Was tion according to the Laws, but 


that he was fully reſolved to fol- 
low the Opinions and Maxims of 


es to bis late Favourites. His Queen be- 
mſclt ing dead, he married 1/abella, Daugh- 
Qed, ter of Charles VI. of France, and 
ance; made adiſhonourable Truce with that 
nould Crown for twenty-eight Years. The 
Weſt Dukes of Lancafter and York, ſee- 
1 him ing how Matters went, quitted the 
ere » Court, and the Duke of Glouceſter, 
zut he 


who had taken the Freedom to up- 
braid the Kin his Nephew, on E. 
reral Occaſions, was treacherouſſy 
ed, hurried over io Calais, and 
there ſmothered between two Fea- 
ierbeds. The Earls of HWarewick 
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and Arundel were apprehended -and 
ſent to the Tower; The King now 
took more timely and effectual Me- 
thods to have a Parliament at his 
Devotion. He changed all the She- 
riffs, and the Magiſtrates of Cities, 
and Boroughs, and ſuffered none to 
continue in Place, but ſach as would 
be ſubſervient to his Will. A pack'd 
Parliament being by ſuch Means ob- 


tained, they ſtuck not at ſacrificing 


to the King's and his Miniſters Re- 


ſentment, the beſt Lords in the King- 


dom. Thomas Arundel, Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury, was baniſhed, and his 
Eſtate confiſcated; the Earl of Arun- 
del was beheaded, and the Ear! of 
Warwick ſentenced to perpetual Ex- 
ile in the Ie of Man. This Parlia- 
ment, ſoagreeable to Richard's Mind, 
was adjourned to Shrewſbury, though 
in thoſe Days the Parliament afuaſly 


ſat but one Seffion. Here they eſta- | 


bliſhed ſuch Maxims as were de- 
ſtructive to Liberty and the Conſti- 
tution. They ee, the Opinion 
for which Kit ian and other Judges 
had been condemned. Accordingly 
the Judges, who attended during the 
Seſſion, decided, That when the King 
propoſed any Afair in Parliament, it 
aba High-Treaſon to go upon any other 
Buſineſs before the King's was dif= 
patched. Thus this ſcandalous Par- 
liament, by humouring the King in 
every Thing, was only haſtening his 
Ruin. I ſhall mention but one In- 
ſtance more of their arbitrary Pro- 
ceedings: By an unprecedented AQ, 
they appointed a certain Number of 
Commiſſioners, and inveſted them 
with the Authority of the whole 
Hows. 

In 1398, John of Gaunt Duke of 


Lancafter died. His Son the Earl 


of Darby, whom Richard had crea- 
ted Duke of Hereford, was baniſhed 
a little before. But this very Perſon 
was made an Inftrument in the Hand 
of Providence to pull down Richerd, 
as we ſhall ſee preſently. ” 
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So many great Men being either 
dead or baniſhed, and the Parlia- 

ent having given their Sanction to 
bi arbitrary Power, Richard now 
thought himſelf/above all Reſtraint, 
and minded nothing but his Eaſe 
and Pleaſure ; whilſt his Miniſters, 
1 intent upon their own pri- 
vate Advantage, let the Affairs of 
the Nation go to wreek. To ſhew 
what Lengths the King and his Mi- 
niſters went to raiſe Money, ſeven- 
teen Counties were condemned of 
Treaſon for taking Arms under the 
late Duke of G 
ſtanding the general Pardon; and to 
fave their Eſtates, were forced to 
give blank Bonds to be filled up 
with what Sum the King pleaſed: 
And every one bound himſelf un- 
der great Penalties, by what was in- 
ſerted in theſe Bonds, to ſtand by 
the Statutes of the Shrew/bury Par- 
liament. | 

Such tyrannical Proceedings could 
not fail of making the Nation ve 
ynealy. And in the midſt of the 
general Diſcontent, a Rebellion hap- 
ening in Jreland, the infatuated 
King went over in Perſon with his 
Troops in order to quell it. He 
was no ſooner gone, but a Conſpi- 
racy began to be formed in Eng- 
land, to deprive him of his Crown. 
The Malcontents, after ſeveral 
Conſultations, reſolved to eall in the 
Duke of Hereford, or Lancafter, who 
was now in France; and to that 
End wrote to the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, who was alſo there, to 
communicate their Deſign to him, 
promiſing to aſſiſt him, to the utmoſt 
of their Power. The Duke, laying 
hold of this Opportunity to try his 
Fortune, got a few Ships of the 
Duke of Bretagne, and embarking 
with the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 


ang a ſmall Number of Men, ſet ſail, 


and hovercd ſome Time about the 
» Coaſt of England; to ſee if the People 
would declare for him. As ſoon as 


ucgſfer, notwith- 
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it was known, that he was on the 
Coaſt, they began to take Arms 
in ſeveral Places. Upon this the 
Dyke landed, in Fuly, 1399, near 
Rawenſpur in Yorkfeire, where he 
was preſently joined by the Earl of 
Northumberland, and Henry Percy his 
Son, with ſome Troops; and the 
People flocked to him fo from all 
Parts, that in a few Days he ſaw 
himſelf at the Head of 60,000 Men. 
The Duke of York, whom the King 
had left Regent, a Man not much 
diſpoſed for Action, and the reſt of 
the Council, hereupon left Londin, 
and repaired to &. Alban g; which 
they had no ſooner done, but the 
City declared for the Duke. Soon 
after, the Earl of Wiliſbire, and the 
reſt of R:ichard*s Miniſters, think. 
ing themſelves not ſafe where they 
were, left the Duke of York, and 
retired to Briſtol- Caſtle; and the 
Duke, finding it impoſſible to ſtem 
the Torrent, withdrew to his own 
Houſe. The Duke of Lancaſſir 
firſt marched to London, where the 
Citizens received him with the great- 
eſt Demonſtrations of Joy and Af. 
fection, as their Saviour and Deli- 
verer. He then proceeded direct) 
for Briſtol, and laying Siege to the 
Caſtle, where the Miniſters were re- 
tired, became Maſter of it in four 
Days; when he cauſed the Earl of 
Wilthhire,, and ſome others of Ri- 
chard?s Counſellors, to be beheaded, 
to ſatisfy the Multitude, who were 
exceedingly enraged againſt them. 
And ſoon after, the Duke of Jr 


his Uncle came in to him, 


Whilſt theſe things were doing, 
the contrary... Winds hindered the 
King for ſome Weeks from having 


any News from England. At laſt, 
when he was in formed of the Duke 


his Couſin's Deſcent, inſtead of com- 
ing over himſelf wich his Forces, he 


ſent the Earl of Saliſbury before him 


to levy. Troops; which he did in 
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of 40,00. But having continued in to govern the Kingdom any longer. 
Arms for ſome Time, and the King Which Inſtrument of Reſignation was 
not appearing, they diſperſed, the next Day approved of in Parlia- 
returned home. ment. They then drew up ſeveral 
Soon after the King arrived, and Artigles of Accufation againſt him, 
when he found how Matters ſtood, upon Which he was — de- 
and that all: the Nobility and the poſed, much in the ſame Manner as 
people had declared 7 95 him, he Edward II. had bee. | 

was in the utmoſt Conſternation, The Throne being thus vacant, 
and knew not which Way to turn the Duke of Lancaſter, as had been 


himſelf. At laſt he withdrew'pri- agreed, roſe: up, and claimed the 


vately from his Army, and went Crown; and it was unanimouſly re- 
and ſhut himſelf up in Conway-Caftle, ſolved,” September. 30, 1399, that he 
in Wales. The Duke of Lancaffer ſhould be proclaimed King of Eng- 
being marched to Chefter, Richard, land and France, and Lord of Fre- 
in the Extremity he was in, thought land: Which was done accordingly 
it beſt to throw himſelf upon his the ſame Day: 

Enemy's Generoſity, and even offer- Thus ended the unhappy Reign 
ed to reſign his Crown, provided he of Richard, in its twenty-third Year. 
would ſpare his Life, and allow him He ſeemed to be a Prince of gene- 
an honourable Penſion; and then rous Inclinations in his younger 
went and conferred with the Duke at Years; but afterwards being cor- 
Flint. From hence they ſet out both rupted by Flattery, grew exceſſively 
for London, where Richard was pre- full of himſelf; moſt profuſely ex- 
ſently conducted to the T over; and penſive in Pomp and Shew, and Di- 
the Duke having cauſed him to call verſions ; aſſuming, arbitrary, cruel 
a Parliament, the Day before it met, and inflexible : Which lofing him 
he repaired to the Tower, with a the Aﬀections of his Subjects, in 
great. many Lords, and there Rj- the End, by a ſudden and ſurpriz- 
chard delivered up the Crown and ing Revolution, loſt him his Crown. 
Scepter, and ſigned an Inſtrument, He had no Iſſue by either of his two 
confeſling himſelf unworthy and unfit Marriages. N 
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ENRY Duke of Lancaſter 

and Fereford, ſurnamed of 

| Bolingbroke, from his being 
born there, was the eldeſt Son of 
Jobn of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaſter, 
He aſcended the Throne in the man- 
ner above-mentioned, though Mor- 
timer, Earl of March, had a better 
Claim to the Crown, as being de- 
ſcended from Philippa, Daughter of 
the Duke of Clarence, Henry's Fa- 
ther's elder Brother. This Morti- 
mer's Father had been declared pre- 
ſumptive Heir to the Crown, who 
was Grandſon of Roger Mortimer, exe- 
cuted as a Traitor in King Edzvard's 


Reign ; whoſe Sentence had been re- 


verſed, as being contrary to Law, he 
having been condemned upon the 
Notoriety of the Facts, without be- 
ing ſuffered to ſpeak in his own De- 
Fence. Henry could not but have a 

t Liking for the Parliament, 
which had given him the Crown; and 
ſo, though is ĩt was called in Richard's 
Name, and conſequently ceaſed upon 
his being depoſed, yet he thought fit 
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to continue it, though as a new Par. 
liament, under his own Authority. 
He was crowned on the 13th of Oc- 
tober, being thirty-three Years old: 
And on the ſame Day he publiſhcd 
a Proclamation, declaring he had 
aſcended the Throne, by Right of 
Conqueſt, by Virtue of Richard's Re- 
ſignation to him, and as the next 
Heir Male of that King. He choſe 
to build his Claim on tkefe three 
weak or falſe Foundations, rather than 
own that he derived his Right from 
the general Conſent of the People, 
which was the only lawful Title be 
had. This done, he created hi- eldeſt 
Son Henry, thirteen Years old, Prince 
of Wales, Duke of Aguitain, Lancaſter, 
and Cornwall, and Earl of Chefer. 
The Parliament meeting the Day 
after the Coronation, firſt paſſed an 
Act of Indemnity, in Favour of thoſe 
who had taken Arms for the King, 
whilſt only Duke of Lancaſter. The) 


then unanimouſly repealed all the 


Acts of the Shrewſbury Parliament, 


and fo put the Rights and Liber- 
ties 
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ties of the People on the ſame Foot 
they were on before Richard's Uſur- 
pations. This done, they reverſed 
the Sentences againſt the Earls of 
Arundel and Warwick, and proceed- 
ed againſt the Authors and Adviſers 
of the late Meaſures taken againſt 
thoſe. two Earls, and the Duke of 
Gloucefter: As Richard had. given 
them the Eftates of theſe three Lords, 
the Parliament deprived them of 
thoſe Eſtates, and alſo of their Ti- 
tles. But Henry, willing to 4 his 
Reign with Mildneſs, ſuffered them 
to enjoy their own Eſtates, and, as 
ſome ſay, reſtored them to their Ti- 
tles. As they pleaded that Richard 
had compelled them to do what they 
did, the Parliament paſſed an Act, 
declaring, That, for the future, Com- 
pulſion ſhould be no Excuſe to juſtify 
unlawful Actions. After this, the 
King publiſhed a general Pardon, ex- 
cepting however the Murderers of 
the Duke of Glouceſter; one of whom 
was taken and hanged at London, and 
his Head ſent over, and fixed on one 
of the Gates of Calais. N 

The Parliament, thinking they 
had not done enough in giving Hen- 
Y the Crown, thought fit to ſecure 
it to his Iſſue, by paſſing an Act to 
ſettle his Succeſſion in the Houſe of 
Lancaſter, This might have been 
attended with no ill Conſequences, 
as Mortimer and his Brother died 
without Iſſue, had not the ſecond 
Son of the Duke of York married 
Anne their Siſter; which at length 
proved the Source of that long and 
bloody Conteſt between the Houſes 
of York and Lancaſter. 

A very important Affair ſtill re- 
mained, in which the King deſired 
the Advice of his Parliament; and 
that was, how to diſpoſe of Richard 
their late Sovereign. The Biſhop 
of Carliſle ventured to make a ſmart 
Speech in his Defence, and againſt 
Henry ; for which he was deprived 
ef his Biſhoprick and impriſoned, 
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but ſoon releaſed. The Reſult of the 
Parliament's Deliberation on this 
Head, was very extraordinary : They 
reſolved, That Richard ſhould be 
confined during Life, and main- 
tained. in a princely Manner; but 
if his Deliverance ſhould any Ways 
be attempted, he ſhould ſuffer Death : 
Which was in effect condemning 
him to die, at the ſame Time that 
they pretended to grant him his 
Life. Soon after, removed 
him from the Toqver to Leeds-Ca/?le 
in Kent, and from thence to Ponte- 
Fract. Caftle in Yorkſhire, | 
The Convocation being fitting at 
the ſame Time with the Parliament, 
Henry thought it ſo neceſſary for his 
Eſtabliſhment on the Throne, to 
make the Clergy his Friends, that 
he ſent the Earls of Northumberland 
and Veſimoreland to aſſure them, that 
he would maintain them in all their 
Privileges and Immunities, and was 
ready to join with them in extirpa- 
ting Here/y, and puniſhing obſtinate 
Hereticks : Than which, nothing 
could pleaſe the Cle better. 

To preſerve the Eſteem of the 
reſt of his Subjects, he affected great 
Popularity, diſcovering, on all Oc- 
caſions, a Regard for their Liberties, 
and his Averſion to Richard's tyran- 
nical Government. With this View, 
he cauſed all the blank Bonds, which 
Richard had extorted, as well from 
the City of London, as from the 17 
Counties, to be brought into Chax- 
cery, and publickly burnt. - 

But all this did not hinder a Con- 
ſpiracy being formed againſt him, 
which broke out fo early as at the 
Beginning of the Year 1400. The 
chief Conſpirators were the Dukes 
of Surrey and Exeter, T homas Spencer 
Earl of Glouce/ter, and the Earl of 
Saliſbury. "Theſe had been Richard's 
chief Favourites, to whom he had 
given the Eftates of the Earls of 
Arundel and Warwick, and the 
Duke of Glouce/ter. Their firſt De- 


ſign 
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fign was to aſſaſſinate King Henry, 
in order to reſtore Richard. But this 
Method failing, they had recourſe 
to Arms. They ſoon got together 
a good- Body of Forces, and en- 
camped near Cirenceffer. They went 
and lodged within the Town, the 
Duke of Surrey and Earl cf Sali/- 
_ bury at one Inn, and the Duke of 
Exeter and Earl of Gloucefter at ano- 
ther,” whilſt the Army lay without; 
and no Care had been taken to guard 
the Gates. The Mayor, taking Ad- 
vantage of this Overſight, - raiſed 
400 of the Townſmen in the Night, 
and having ſhut the Gates, attacked 
the two Inns where the two Lords 
were. They defended themſelves a 
great Part of the Night, though the 
had none but their — s wit 
them. At laſt, the Inn, where the 
Duke of Surrey and the Earl of Sa- 
lifury were, was broke open, and 
the two Lords were taken and be- 
headed on the Spot, by the Mayor's 
Order. The Duke of Exeter and 
Earl of Glouceſter eſcaped over the 
_ Houſes, and coming to the Camp, 
found their Army had deſerted. 
'They were ſoon after taken, and 
both likewiſe beheaded. | 
The Suppreſſion. of this Conſpi- 
racy was ſoon followed by the Death 
of the late King. Some ſay, he was 
ſtarved to Death, but the moſt com- 
monly received Account is this, That 
Sir Pyers Exton coming to Pontefrat?, 
accompanied by eight Men, Richard 
obſerved that the "jon Day his Vie- 
tuals were not taſted at Dinner as 
uſual, and aſking the Reaſon, the 
Perſon, whoſe Office it was, told him, 
that Fx/on had brought Orders from 
the King to the Contrary, At which 
Richard took up a Knife and ſtruck 
him ou the Face. Exton and his 
Accomplices ruſhing in at the Noiſe, 
the poor King perceived he was go- 
ing to be aſſaſſinated; but reſolving 
to ſell his Life at as dear a Rate as 
poſſible, he ſnatched a Pole-Ax from 
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one of them, and defended himſelf 


with ſuch Fury, that he killed four 
of them. At laſt coming accidental. t 
ly near Exton, who was got upon a 
hair, the Aſſaſſin track him fo vio. : 
lent a Blow on the Head with a b 
Club, that he fell dead at his Feet. 8 
Such was the End of this unhappy c 
Prince, when he was about thirty- 7 
three Years old. His Body was 4 
brought from Pontefrad, and interred iq 
in Langley Church in Hertfordfpire " 
but Henry V. removed it to WF. w 
mw_ bbey, and erected for him 4 
and his firſt Queen, Anne, a noble 7 
Tomb of Grey Marble, on which 
lie their Effigies of gilt Copper. 1 
About the Time of the late Con- © 
ſpiracy, Owen Glendour began to ap- 0 
pear in Vals. He got the Velſb to be. 
renounce their Subſection to Eng. C 
land, and to own him for their So- y 
vereign. From which Time he tiled Ml 
himſelf Prince of Valet, and main- 8 
tained his Authority there for ſome the 
Years. He made an Incurſion into 7 
Herefordſhire, and in a Battle took pri 
Edmund Mortimer, Earl of March, im 
Priſoner; for which King Henry was Fe, 
not ſorry. Glendour ſtill continuing Key 
to ravage the Country bordering wh 
upon Wales, the King marched 2. Fir 
gainſt him in 1401, but returned + 
without Succeſs; the Enemy having Ma 
retired to the Mountains, it was im- Hen 
offible to attack him. He had no the 
tter Succeſs in his ſecond Expedi- and 
tion, the next Year, which he made tick, 
with a more numerous Army. Gler- the 
dour again retiring to the Moun- ons, 
tains of Snoauden, the King could Ign 
not come at him. And as he was Sup 
preparing to ravage the Country, If 
the Weather on a ſudden grew ſo wit} 
very ſtormy, that he was forced td that 
deſiſt. The Engliſh fancied Glen. raiſe 
dour had made a Contra& with the orde 
Devil to raiſe theſe Storms, in order Uſu 
to prevent the Ruin of his.Count!y at al 
The Parliament, which met in the 
1401, confirmed and enlarged the For 


Statute 
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Statute of Proviſors, commonly cal- 
ed the Statute of Pramunire, againſt 
thoſe who ſolicited Bulli, called Pro- 
wifroners, from Rome, for Benefices 
either actually vacant, or that ſhould 
become ſo ; as alſo againſt thoſe who 


Cauſes that belonged to the Civil. 
The Penalty was Forfeiture of Lands 
and Goods, with Impriſonment dur- 
ing the King's Pleaſure. Several 
other Offences of the like Nature 
were in after Times made liable to the 
ſame Penalty; which gave a you 
Blow to the Pope*s Power in England. 
Though Henry did not think fit to 
refuſe his Aſſent to this Statute, yet, 
to keep fair with the Clergy, he 
connived at the frequent Breach of 
it; and by the Influence of the 
Court, and the Intrigues of the Cler- 
y, an Act was obtained in this very 
ſion, for the burning of Hereticks,, 
occaſioned by the great Increaſe of 
the Wickliffites, or Lollards. One 
William Saautre, a Lollard, Pariſh 
Prieſt of Sz. Ofth in London, was 
immediately after condemned by the 
Eccleſiaſtical Court, and being de- 
livered over to the ſecular Power, 
was burnt alive by Virtue of the 
King's Writ (called the Writ de Hæ- 
retico comburendo) directed to the 
Mayor and Sheriffs of London. Thus 
Henry ſought to pleaſe the Clergy, at 
the Expence of the Lives of honeſt 
and conſcientious Men, called Here- 
ticks, only becauſe they differed from 
the then commonly received Opini- 
ons, which were the Effect of groſs 
Ipnorance, Popiſh Prieſtcraft and 
Superſtition, © 
In 1402, the King was alarmed 
with a | Fe indut 
that Richard was alive, and had 
raiſed a great Army in Scotland, in 
order to come and dethrone the 
Uſurper; and Papers were ſtuck up 
at all the publick Places, containing 
the ſevereſt Invectives againſt Henry. 
For this, Sir Roger Clarendon, na- 


carried into the Ecclefgaftical Courts, 


riouſly ſpread, 
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tural Son of the renowned Black 
Prince, eight Monks, and ſeveral 
other Perſons, ſuffered Death, About 
the ſame Time, the. King married 
Joan of Nawarre, Widow of the 
Duke of Bretagne ; but he had no 
Iſſue by her, ; 

This Year the Scots invaded Eng- 
land twice, and were both Times 
defeated by the Earl of Northumber- 
land and Henry Hotſpur his Son, In 
the firſt Battle at Miſbet, Hepborne, 
the Scotch General, was ſlain; and 
in the ſecond, at Halydown-Hill, the 
Earl of Douglaſs the other General, 
and a great many Perſons of Diſtinc- 
tion, were taken Priſoners. 

Theſe Succeſſes, advantageous as 
they-were, laid the Foundation of a 
Quarrel between the King and the 
Earl of Northumberland. The King 
would have it, that the Priſoners of 
Diſtinction belonged to him, and or- 
dered the Earl to deliver them into 
his Hands. The Earl on the other 
hand thought, that after ſuch ſignal 
Services he had a Right to the Be- 
nefit of their Ranſom. This Affair 
occaſioned firſt a great Coldneſs be- 
tween the King and the Earl; which 
growing at laſt to a thorough Ani- 
moſity, the Earl entered into a Con- 
ſpiracy with his Brother the Earl of 
Warcefter, his Son Horſpbur, and other 
Lords, to dethrone Henry; which 
broke out in 1403. For this Pur- 
poſe they ſettled a Correſpondence 
with ſeveral Scorch Lords, and ſent 
Agents to Oven Glendcur, and Ed. 
mund Mortimer, who was ſtill a Pri- 
ſoner in Vales, to perſuade them to 
come into the Plot. It was agreed 
to place Mortimer on the Throne, 
that the Earl of Northumberland 
ſhould hold all North of the Trent, 
and do Homage to the Crown for 
it, and that Glendour ſhould have 
all Veh of the Severn. . Matters 
being thus ſettled, the Earl of Wor- 


ceſter, and Henry Hotſpur, marched 


with an Army and joined Gl/endoar, 
Who 


* | 
who 'was advanced as far as Shrop- 
ſpire. King Henry having an Army 
in Readineſs, marched againſt them, 
and found them encamped at Shrew/- 
Bury. Both Armies ſoon engaged. 
The King was like to have been 
worſted at firſt, and had his Horſe 
Killed under him; but in the End 
gained a compleat Victory. Young 
Percy ¶ Hotſpur] was :lain in the Bat- 
tle; and the Earl of Watcefter was 
taken Priſoner, and beheaded. The 
Earl of Northumberland, who had 


been detained by Sickneſs in the 


North, being recovered, was march- 
' Ing to * the Malcontents: 
But hearing of their Defeat, came 
and threw himſelf on the King's 
Mercy, who, remembering thar ts 
had been the chief Inſtrament in 
procuring him the Crown, thought 
fit to pardon him. 

In 1405, Prince Henry, the King's 
eldeſt Son, led an Army againſt the 
Welfp, and defeated them in two 
Battles; in the latter of which, Glen- 
 dour's Son was taken Priſoner. Ne- 
vertheleſs, the Melſb depending on 
 Aﬀiſtance from France, continued in 
their Revolt, in Hopes of better 
Succeſs. : | 

Another Thing which encouraged 
Glendour to hold ont, was, in all 
likelihood, his Knowledge of a Plot, 
which had been for ſome Time 
hatched in England, and broke out 
this Year. The firſt Author of it 
was Ri&hard Scroop, Archbiſhop of 
York, whom Richard had raifed to 
that Dignity. He drew ſeveral 
Lords into a Confederacy to de- 
throne Henry; among whom were 
Thomas Mowbray Earl Marſhall, the 
Lords Bardolph, Haſtings, and Falcon- 
bridge, and even the Earl of Nor- 


thumberland, whom the King had 


lately pardoned. They levied a 
great Number of Troops, and drew 
them . at York, where they 
publiſhed a ſevere Manifeſto againſt 
the King. Henry was not leſs happy 
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in having this Conſpiracy eruthed' 
than in the former. Ralph Neil 
Earl of We/tmoreland, being then in 
the North, in ofder to prevent any 
Incurſions from the Scots, though he 
did not cafe to engage the Rebels, 
whoſe Forces were much ſuperior 
to his; yet managed with ſuch Ar. 
tifice and. Cunning, that, pretending 
he was deſirous to join the Conſpi- 
rators, he ſo impcſed upon the Cre. 
dulity of the Archbiſhop and Mono- 
bray, that they agreed'to have a Con- 
ference with him, which was held in 
an open Plain, the Guards on both 
Sides having advanced at equal Diſ- 
tance. Here, after great Familiarity 
and Pretenfions of Friendſhip, to ſhew 
in his Turn how much he confided 
in them, he ordered his Guards to 
withdraw: And the two Lords, wil- 
ling to ſhew the ſame Frankneſs, 
ordered theirs to withdraw likewiſe, 
They wete ſcarce out of Sight, when 
the otkers returned upon full Gal- 
lop, and having ſeized the two Con- 
22 carried them to Veſnore- 
and's Army. This was ſuch a 
Conſternation to the whole Confede- 
racy, that every one began to ſhift 
for himſelf. The King being come 
to Ponteffa ſome Time after, 
the Archbiſhop and Mowbriy were 
brought before him; and ſentenced 
to be beheaded, which was executed 
accordingly. Then marching to be- 
ſiege Berwick; whither the Earl of 
Northumberland and the Lord Bardolf 
had retired, he took the Lords Haft- 
ings and Faltenbridge on the Road, 

a 4 were likewiſe beheaded. 

Upon the King's Approach, Ar- 

thumberland and Bardolf took Re- 

fuge in Scotland, from whence the 

next Year they retired into Wale; 

where the French had made a De- 

ſcent, in favour of Glendour, and, in 

Conjunction with him, had taken 

Carmarthen, and Worceſter. The) 

had Time to reimbark, before Hen 


could come up with them; who no 
withſtanding 


come 


e Hen) 
ho not- 
landing 


withſtanding had the bad Fortune to 
return, without doihg any Thing 
againſt the Welſh. All the Time 
the Earl of Northumberland was in 
Wales, he was contriving with Glen- 
diur, how to dethrone King Henry ; 
to this End, having privately ſecured 
the Aſſiſtance of the North, where 
he had till great Intereſt, he and 
Bardolf returned to Scotland, and 
entered England with ſome Scotch 
Troops, by the Northern Counties, 
where they ſoon had a conſiderable 
Army, and advanced into Yorkfhire. 
Here Sir Thomas Rokeſby, Sheriff of 
York, having raiſed ſome Forces to 
fetard their Progreſs till the King 
ſhould oome up, the Rebels thought 
fit to attack him; but it was to 
their Ruin; for they were totally 
routed by the Sheriff*s Forces, the 
Earl of Northumberland ſlain, and 
Lord Bardolf taken Priſoner, who 
died ſoon after of his Wounds. This 
was 1n 1408. | 

Though the French took every 
Opportunity to do Henry ill Offices, 
yet they always pretended they ne- 
ver broke the Truce. They in- 


vaded Guienne, made ſeveral At- 


tempts upon Calais, though in vain, 
ſupported Glendour in Wales, and en- 
couraged the Malcontents in Eng- 
lard, For all this, Henry being whol- 
ly intent upon ſecuring himſelf at 
home, did not care to involve him- 
if in Wars abroad. And ſo he 
never came to a Rupture with France, 
but the Truce was confirmed almoſt 
erer) Year, though as often broke 
by the French. t length, the in- 
tetine Diviſions in France, between 
the Houſes of Orleans and Burgundy, 
roved of ſingular Advantage to 
lim. From that Time, the French 
ing wholly taken up with their 
wn Affairs, had no "Leiſure to 
cern themſelves with other Peo- 
e's. By this Means, and by the 
Peath of the Earl of Nortbumber- 
ad, Glendoar's Affairs went quick- 
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ly to Decay. The Velß deſpair- 
ing of his being ever able to do 
what he had promiſed them, began 
to deſert him ; upon which he pri- 
vately withdrew from them, and 
ſpent the reſt of his Days in ſome 
unknown Place. The Duke of Or- 
leans ſued to Henry for Afliſtance 
againſt the Duke of Burgundy, and 
he actually ſent an Army into France, 
for that Purpoſe; but when they 
arrived, they found that a Peace had 
been concluded between the two 
Parties: And the Exgliſb Army not 
being duly paid by thoſe who had 
ſent for them, made dreadful Ha- 
vock in their Return. 

Let us now go a little back, and 
ſee how Things were managed with 
regard to the Civil Government. In 
1406, an Act was paſſed to ſecure 
the Freedom of Elections of Mem- 
bers to ſerve in Parliament. From 
hence it ſhould ſeem, that the Kin 
had done ſomething inconſiſtent with 
ſuch Freedom. However, he gave 
his Aſſent to this AR, for the Sake 
of a Subſidy he intended to demand. 
When the Demand was made, the 
Parliament told him, there was no 
apparent Neceſſity for it. But in or- 
der to obtain it, he kept them ſo 
long ſitting, that they were obliged 
to conſent to it for their own Con- 
venience. He did the ſame in 1410, 
when he rejected the Petition of the 
Commons, for repealing or altering 
the late barbarous Act againſt the 
Lollards; and to ſhew how averſe he 
was to relax any Thing in this Point, 
cauſed one T homas Badby to be burnt, 
who was the ſecond that ſuffered 
Death on account of JYc>/if*s Opi- 
nions. | 
Notwithſtanding Henry's Severity 
in the former Part of his Reign, 
when he had no more to fear from 
France, Scotland, Wales, or the Mal- 
contents in Exgland, he applied him- 
ſelf to govern in ſuch a mild and 
popular Manner, that he gained the 
good 
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good Opinion of his Subjects, and 
nes in great Meaſure, the ill 
Impreſſions that his former Behavi- 
our had made upon the. 

In the mean Time, the Prince of 
Wales ſuffered himſelf to be ſo de- 
bauched by evil Companions, that 
he 
diſorderly . Practices; and his and 
his Aﬀociates extravagant Pranks! 
were the common Subject of Diſ- 
courſe. One of his. Companions 
being arraigned for Felony, he re- 
ſolved to be preſent at the Trial, and 
while Sentence was paſling, in a 

reat Paſſion ſtruck the Judge on the 
2 ; who immediately ordered him 
to be arreſted and committed to the 
King's-Bench. The Prince hereupon 
relenting, in a ſubmiſſive Manner 
ſuffered himſelf to be led quietly to 
Priſon. 

King Henry did not Jong enjoy his 
State o Tranquillity. He was ſeized 
with a Diſtemper which put an End 
to his Life on March 20, 1413, in 


the forty-ſixth Year of his Age, and 
fourteenth of bis Reign. His Corpſe 


was removed to Canterbury, and there 
interred, An extreme Jealouſy for 
the Crown was his diſtinguiſhing 
Character, and the Deſire of pre- 
. ſerving it, the ſole Motive of his 


gave himſelf up to riotous and 
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Actions, which had very little wor. 
thy or eminent in them: One Thing, 
at leaſt, ought to be looked upon az 
an indelible Stain to his Memory, 
wiz, his being the firſt Burner of He. 
retieks; . that, perhaps, is 
the Reaſon, why ſome have been ſo 
laviſh in his Praiſes. | 
He had by Mary de Bobun, his 
firſt Wife, Daughter of lumpbriy, 
Earl of Hereford, four Sons, wiz. 
Henry, who ſucceeded him; Thoma;, 
Duke of Clarence; Jobn, Duke of 
Bedford; and Humphrey, Duke of 
Gloucefter; and two Daughters, 
Blanch, married to the EleQor Pa- 
latine; and Philippa, to the King of 
Denmark and Norway. | 
Robert Knolles, we had bravely 
er himſelf in King Edward's 
ars in France, William of Wickham 
Biſhop of Mincheſter, and Sir Richard 
Whittington Mayor of London, were 
eminent in this Reign for their Works 
of Charity and munificent Foundati- 
ons. The Poets Geeffiys Chaucer, 
and John Gower, reckoned the firk 
Reformers of the Engliſb Tongue, al. 
ſo flouriſhed about this Time. There 
was a dreadful Plague in London, in 
Henry's Reign, which ſwept away 
above 30,000 Perſons, 


—— — 
— 


— 


1 


| 
93 Þ 
111 
U „ 
I % * j by 
L 
' 
1 F - 
! 1 | 
s 3% 
2 1 


lie 
1 _ 
2 AE 


iſ. =: > 7 cranes: 
vim ü 


* 


— 

* 

o q . 

24 
e 
— | l 
\ = 
— — * 
— 
* - N 
— 
27 . 

7 N , 
ove vii 
'F 
1 — 

— 


n 
— 
52 


— 
— —— —ͤ— — 


— | 
| | | 


| 


_— 
fütkiinmn 
— — N 2 * — 


VOre 
ing, 
n as 
ory, 


He. 
8, 13 
en ſo 


„ bis 
bry, 
dix. 
nat, 
ce of 
e of 
ters, 
Pa- 
ng of 


avely 
1ard's 
cham 
chard 

were 
Vorks 
dati 
aucer, 
e firſt 
ze, al 
T here 
On in 

away 


FR | {LY RTAA TATE TETIENNT 


HEN 


ENRY IV. was ſucceeded 
by his eldeſt Son Prince Hen- 
ry, born at Monmouth, in 
1388, and thence called Henry of 
Monmouth. His diſſolute Behaviour, 
in his Father's Life-Time, made the 
People ſomewhat fearful how he 
might prove, when he came to aſ- 
cend the Throne, Among other 
Pranks, he and his Companions, it is 


ſaid, would lay in Wait for and rob 


his Father's and his own Receivers 


on the High-Way. However, a cer- 
tain Nobleneſs of Mind, and Great- 
neſs of Soul, often diſcovered itſelf 
amidſt all his Extravagances, which 
were thought to be chiefly owing to 
Want of Employment, in one of his 
lively and active Spirit: For his Fa- 
ther being jealous of his forward 
and enterprizing Genius, had ex- 


cluded him from all Poſts both Civil 


and Military, after he had given 
ſuch ſignal Proofs of his Courage 
and Conduct in his Expedition a- 
gainſt the Melſp. Be that as it will, 
the Nation was ſoon eaſed of its 
Fears ; and Henry, of a looſe and 


RE 7 
viſcious Prince, became a wiſe, vir- 
tuous, juſt and great King. 

Having been proclaimed by the 
Name of Henry V. immediately after 
his Father's Death, wiz. March 20, 
1413, he was crowned on the gth of 
April following. Alter which, the 
firſt Thing he did, was to ſend for 
his old Companions; when, to the 
Surprize of all, he exhorted them 
in a very pathetic Manner to for- 
ſake their evil Courſes; and making 
them handſome Preſents, charged 
them at the ſame Time, on Pain 
of his Diſpleaſure, never to come to 
Court. He then choſe a Council 
of the graveſt and ableſt of his Sub- 
jects, turned out ſuch Judges as had 
abuſed - their Authority, continu- 
ed the deſerving, particularly the 
Chief Juſtice Ge/coigne, who had 
committed him for his Inſult in 
Court, when Prince of Wales, and 
filled up the Places of thoſe he had 
removed, with Perſons of the like 
Honour and Integrity. He did al- 
ſo the ſame with reſpect to inferior 
Magiſtrates. By which wiſe Be- 
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ginnings, he: entirely ſecured the 
Affection and Eſteem. of his Sub- 


jẽcts, and continued to do it through. 


the whole Courſe of his Reign. 

The only Blot upon his Cha- 
rater was his perſecuting the Wicl- 
liffites or Lo 9 But that was 


oa 


owing more to the Superſtition of 


the Times, and the bloody Zeal of 
the Biſhops and Clergy, than to his 
own natural Temper; and he often 
expreſſed his Diflike of ſuch Pro- 
ceedings. However, by the Con- 
trivance of the Biſhops, Sir John 
Oladcaſtle, Baron of Cobham, a Man 
of great Merit, whom they looked 
upon to be the chief Protector of 
the Lollards, was apprehended and 
committed to the Fer and be- 
ing convened before the Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury, and ſome of his Bre- 
thren, was pronounced a Heretich, 
and delivered over to the ſecular 
Power. His Execation would ſoon 
have followed, if he had not eſcaped 
out of the Tower, and fled into 
Wales ; where he lay concealed four 
Years. At length, while the King 
was in France, he was retaken and 
brought to London, and there hung 
up by the Middle with a Chain, 
and burnt alive. He ſhewed a won- 
derful Firmneſs and Reſolution to 
the laſt, and was the firſt of the No- 
bility who ſuffered 'on account of 
Religion. | 

Whilſt Lord Cobham lay hid in 
Wales, ſome Lollards met together 
to worſhip God in Sr. Giles's Fields. 
which was then overgrown with 
Buſhes. They choſe this for a Place 


of Secrecy, as their Meetings had 


been forbid by Proclamation. The 

Biſhops having Information of their 
being together, by Means of ſome 
falſe Brethren, as it ſhould ſeem; 
they perſuaded the King, that there 


were 20,000 of them in Arms, with 
DODladcaſtle at their Head, who were 
WH conſpiring againſt his Perſon. 
Eing believing the Story, and hav- 


The 
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ing # good deal of Fire in his Tem. 
per, marched with ſome Troops to 


the Place about Midnight, where 


finding about 80 or 100, he fell 
upon them, killed about 20, and 
took 60; ſome of whom were after. 
wards hanged and burnt, and amons 
them, Sir Roger Acton. 8 

Henry had no ſooner mounted the 


Throne, but he began to think of 


recovering what the Exgliſb had 
loſt in France. A favourable Junc- 
ture offered, by the Revival of the 
Animoſities and Civil Wars between 
the Orleans and Burgundy Factions; 
of which King Henry did not fail to 
make his Advantage. Charles VI. 
had been King of France for many 
Vears. But this Prince being fre- 
quently afflicted with Fits of Lu- 
nacy, was incapable of governing; 
and the Struggle about the Guardi- 
anſhip of the King and Kingdom, 
was the Riſe of theſe violent Com- 
motions; the Dauphin, in the mean 
Time, being only a Tool played off 
by both Parties as their Occaſions 
required. The Orleans Faction at 
length prevailing, the Duke of Bur- 
gundy ſought to make an Alliance 


with King Henry, This gave him 


an Opportunity to interfere in the 
Aﬀairs of France; and taking the 
Advantage of theſe inteſtine Diviſi. 
ons, he by his Ambaſſadors renewed 
his Claim to that Kingdom, as Her 
to King Edward III. But left this 
ſhould be thought too much, the 
Ambaſſadors, ſaving the Right of 
their Sovereign, contented them- 
ſelves with demanding Norman, 
Anjou, Main, Touraine, &c. and all 
that had been yielded to Edward III. 
by the Treaty of Brerieny. This 
occaſioned ſeveral Embaſiies between 
England and France, and the Truce 
between the two Crowns was fe- 
newed from Time to Time. When 
Henry made his firſt Demand, it 1s 
ſaid, the Dauphin in Deriſion {ent 
him a Tun of Tennis Balls; and 
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#19 ſent him Word back, that he 
would ſhortly return the Preſent in 
ſuch Balls as would break the ſtrong - 
eſt Gates of Paris. 
French Ambaſſadors propoſed a Mar- 
riage between King Henry and Ca- 
tharine, Daughter of Charles VI. 
which Henry conſented to, provided 
it was to be only the Conſequence 
of the Peace, and not the Founda- 
tion of it, in Prejudice of the Re- 
ſtitution he demanded. However, 
the Engliþ Ambaſſadors were in- 
truſted to abate in their Demands 
from Time to Time, and at length 
reduced them to the Treaty of 
Bretigny, and a Million of Crowns 
for the Princeſs's Portion; which 
Sum they would lower, on Condi- 
tion that, if two Sons ſhould be born 
of this Marriage, the youngeſt ſhould 
have Montrevi! and Ponthieu, in full 
Sovereignty. 'To this the French 
thought fit to return no Anſwer, 
and Henry prepared for War; the 
Duke of Burgundy in the mean Time 
carrying on ſeveral private Nego- 
tiations with him, not flicking to 
betray his Country in order to ac- 
compliſh his Deſigns. 

Whilſt Affairs were in this Situa- 
tion, the King called a Parliament 
at 1 in which a ſevere AQ 
was paſſed againſt the Lollardt, wiz. 
That all the Magiſtrates of the 
Kingdom ſhould nie an Oath to do 
their utmoſt to ſuppreſs Hereticks, 
and aſhſt the Biſhops therein. It 
was alſo enacted, that whoſoever 
read the Scriptures in Exgliſb. ſhould, 
as Hereticks and Traitors, if they 
continued obſtinate, be firſt hanged 
and then burnt, Immediately a ſe- 
vere Perſecution commenced againſt 
the poor Lellards, Many were exe- 
cuted ; ſome fled the Kingdom ; and 
others, through Terror at theſe ſhock- 
ing Cruelties, abjured their Religi- 
on. And yet the Commons paſſed 
this Act, only that the Suſpicion of 
Hereſy in their Body might not de- 
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feat a Project they had in View 
againſt the Eccleſiaſticks; as it had 
done twice in the late Reign. This 
was an Addreſs to the King to ſeize 
upon the exorbitant Eſtates of the 
Clergy. This exceedingly alarmed 


the whole Body; and, after ſeveral 


Conſultations, they agreed to give 
up a Part, in order to fave the reſt ; 
and ſo delivered into the King's 
Hands 110 Alien Priories. Another 
Method to avert the Blow was, for 
the Archbiſhop of Canterbury to make 
a laboured Speech to the King in 
Parliament, in order to divert him 
from Affairs at home, by engaging 
him in Wars abroad. Accordingly 
he uſed ſuch Arguments to perſuade 
the King to attempt the Conqueſt of 


France, as entirely ſuited with the 


Ambition and martial Temper of 
the young Monarch. And the Com- 
mons, at laſt, approving of the 
Deſign, granted him a Subſidy of 


-300,000 Marks. And now People's 


Minds being wholly taken up with 
this Affair, the Project againſt the 
Clergy dropt of Courſe. In this 
Parliament, Henry Percy, Grandſon 
to the late Earl of Northumberland, 
was reſtored to the Honour and E- 
ſtates of his Father and Grand- 
father, 

The Negotiations were renewed, 
and {till carried on, between France 
and England; but Matters were 
come to that paſs, that it was eaſy 
to ſee, both Sides ſought only to 
gain Time. All Hopes of Accom- 
modation being at an End, when 
Henry was juſt going to embark, a 
Plot was diſcovered againſt his Per- 
ſon; for which the Earl of Cambridge, 
the Lord "Treaſurer Scroope, and T ho- 
mas Grey, a Privy Counſellor, were 
executed. It is thought they were 
bribed by French Gold to engage 
in this Conſpiracy, 

This Affair being over, Henry em- 
barked with his Troops in Auguft, 
1475 and landed on the 2 iſt at 
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Havre de Grace in Normandy. He 
marched directly and laid Siege to 
Hearfleur, which he took after a vi- 
orous Reſiſtance; and expelling the 
— peepled it with English. 
This was a good Beginning, though 
it coſt him dear, by the Loſs of 
Abundance of his Men, who were 
either killed in the Siege, or died of 
the Flux, which raged alſo very vio- 
lently among thoſe who ſurvived. 
Notwithſtanding which, he reſolved 
to march to Calais; and ſo paſſin 
through Caux and Eu, he tans. 
fatiguing and difficult March croſſed 
the Somme, on the igth of October; 


ſtable 4 Albert, four Times, ſome ſay 
fix Times, as numerous as the Eng- 
liꝶ, were waiting to give him Battle, 
in full Confidence of Victory. David 


to view their Situation, on his Re- 
turn ſaid, There were enough to 
kill, enough to take Priſoners, and 
enough to run away; with which 
brave Saying, the King was not a 
little pleaſed. The French making 
no Haſte to advance, Henn, after 
encouraging his Men, and exhort- 
ing them to put their Truſt in God, 
the Giver of Victory, thought fit to 
attack them firſt, being determined 
either to conquer or die. The Bat- 
tle began at Ten in the Morning, 
and laſted till almoſt Five in the 
Afternoon, O#. 25, 1415, when by 
the ſurprizing Courage and Conduct 
of the King, and the Bravery of 
his Troops, the whole numerous 
French Army, ſaid to conſiſt of more 
than 100, ooo Men, was entirely de- 
feated. The Conftable 4 Albert, the 
Duke of Alengon, ſeveral other Princes 
and great Men, and Officers of 
Note, with 10,000 private Soldiers, 
were ſlain. Among the Priſoners, 
who were very numerous, were the 
Dukes of Orleans and Bourbon, and 
many other Perſons of Diſtinction. 
The Exgliſb loſt only the Duke of 


where theFrexchArmy under the Con- 


Gam, a Welſh Captain, being ſent ' 


by Sea and Land; but the Duke 
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York, and the Earl of Syf+/k, a few 


Knights, and 400 private Men: 
though ſome make their Loſs much 
leſs. The . firſt returned ſolemn 
Thanks to God for this great Vigo. 
ry; after which, he aſked the Name 
of the Caſtle which ſtood near the 
Field of Battle ; and. being told it 
was called Agincourt, Then, ſays 
he, in all Time to come, the Action 
of this Day ſhall be called the Bat. 
tle of Agincourt. The next Morning, 
Henry continued his March to Calais, 
and about the Middle of Novem- 
ber returned in Triumph to Zug. 
land. 

As to the State of France after this 
famous Battle, the Civil War between 
the contending Parties broke out 
with more Fury than ever; which 
was of the greateſt Advantage to 
Henry, and contributed more to bring 
about his Deſigns, than his continu- 
ing the War would have done. His 
Alliance was courted ſometimes by 
one Party, and ſometimes by the 
other, and he carried on his Nego- 
tiations in ſuch a Manner, durin 
the whole Year 1416, and Part of 
the next, as to give them Time to 
deſtroy one another. The Earl of 
Armagnac, new Conſtable, was in 
the Poſſeſſion of the Government, 
and of the King's Perſon, and was 
a mortal Enemy to the Burgundians. 
From him the Orleans Faction were 
now called Armagnacs. Henry was 
deſirous of an Alliance with the 
Duke of Burgundy, which that Prince 
would not have entered into, if he 
could have compaſſed his End, of 


being again at the Head of the Go- 


vernment, without it. But not being 
able to do this, a Treaty, after ſe- 
veral private Negotiations, was at 
length agreed to, which turned much 
to Henry's Advantage. The Con- 
ſtable, in the mean Time, amuſed 
him with a Negotiation, till on a 
ſudden he befieged Harfleur, both 
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of Bedford, the King's Brother, be- 
ing ſent with a Fleet againſt him, 
deſtroyed the French Fleet, and for- 
ced him to raiſe the Siege. The 
Earl of Armagnac, being of a vio- 
lent Temper, and exceeding jealous 
of his Authority, had not only cauſ- 
ed the Duke of Burgundy, 
cruel and revengeful Proceedings a- 
'ozinſt his Adherents, to throw him- 
Za into the Arms of King Henry; 
but fearing that Jabella of Bavaria, 
Wife of Charles VI. who ſhewed a 
great Uneaſineſs at being forced to 
be governed by a Subject, might find 
Means to remove him, he got the 
King and Dauphin to conſent to her 
being carried as a Priſoner to Tours; 


for which, ſhe ever after had a mor- 


tal Hatred againſt the Dauphin her 
Son; which produced very impor- 
tant Effects, to the Advantage of the 
King of England. 

Aﬀairs being in this Situation, 
whilſt the Duke of Burgundy ap- 
proached Paris at the Head of an 
Army, King Henry landed in Nor- 
nandy, about the End of Fuly, 1417; 
where he ſoon made a great Progreſs, 
took Caen, and ſeveral other Places. 
The Campaign laſted all the Winter 
with great Succeſs. The Town of 
Falaiſe was taken in December, and 
the Caſtle ſurrendered in February, 
1418, He became Maſter of Zv- 
rex in May; took Cherbourg, after 
a Siepe of three Months; and Roan, 
which held out almoſt as long again, 
in the Beginning of the Year 1419; 
the Beſieged having been reduced 
by Famine to the laſt Extremity. 
And now all Normandy, except a 
tew Caſtles, was again fallen under 
the Dominion of the Engliſs, 215 
Years after it had been taken from 
them in the Reign of King John. 

In the mean Time, the Duke of 
Burgundy had found Means to reſcue 
Queen Jſabella from her Confine- 
ment at Tours, and conducted her to 
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Troye in Champagne, where ſhe pre- 
ſently aſſumed the Title of Regent, 
and joined with the Duke of. Bur- 
candy, whoſe Enemy ſhe had former- 
y been, againſt the Dauphin and 
Conſtable. The Burgundians pre- 
vailed in Paris, and made a cruel 
Slaughter of the Armagnac Faction, 
threw the Earl of Armagnac, the 
Conſtable, into Priſon, and ſoon after 
hauled him out and murdered him, 
and ignominiouſly .dragged him a- 
long the Streets. After which, the 
Queen and Duke of Burgundy enter- 
ed Paris in Triumph, and aſſumed 
the whole Adminiſtration of the Go- 
vernment in the Name of the King. 
The Daupbin eſcaped, and took upon 
himſelf the Title of Regent, to cre- 
ate new Troubles. 
And now in all likelihood the Duke 
of Burgundy would ſoon have broke 
with Henry, had he not been afraid 
left the Dauphin, who had a ſtron 
Party in France, might at length diſ- 
pom him of his Authority. To 
eep up his Jealouſy, Henry very po- 
litickly affected to liſten to ſome Pro- 
poſals of the Dauphin, and carried on 
a Negotiation with him, though he 
knew, that only the Duke of Burgun- 
dy, who was Maſter of the King, 
could make an authentick Peace, 
The Duke alſo treated with Henry 
with a View to frighten the Daupbin; 
with whom, at the ſame Time, he. 
made ſeveral Attempts, for a Recon- 
ciliation, without Succeſs ; but at laſt 
it was brought about, and there was 
Danger of their uniting againſt Hen- 
ry ; who ſeeing how Matters ſtood, 
on a Sudden ſurpriſed and took Pon- 
zoiſe, which opened him a Way to the 
very Gates of Paris. Nevertheleſs 
his Aﬀairs had been in a ſad Situa- 


tion, by having all France united a- 


gainſt him, 'if the Dauphin, bearing 
ſtill an inveterate Hatred in his Heart, 
had not cauſed the Duke of Burgundy 
to be aſſaſſinated at a Conference that 
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was held betwcen them. This im- 
mediately gave a Turn to the Affairs 


— 3 


had the King in his Hands, joined 
with the Queen in making up Mat- 
ters with Henry, upon his own Terms, 
in order to be revenged on the Dau- 
pbin. And ſo, after ſome Time ſpent 
in Negotiation, : a Treaty was con- 
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1420, whereby it was agreed, that 

Henry ſhould marry the Princeſs 
- Catharine, that he ſhould be Regent 
of the Kingdom during King Charles 
Life, and that after his Death, the 
Crown of France ſhould deſcend to 
the King of England and his Heirs 
for ever., This 'TI'reaty was ſworn 


to by the Queen and Duke of Bur- 
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and confirmed by the States of France. 
Henry hereupon eſpouſed the Prin- 
ceis Catharine, and the Marriage 
was ſolemnized on the zoth of May. 
And now the Exgliſb and Burgundi- 
aus joining their Forces againſt the 
Dauphin, took Sens, in June; Mon- 
tereau ſoon after, and Melun, in No- 
vember, which held out a long and 
obſtinate Siege; after which, the 
two Kings made their Entry together 
into Paris, and the two Queens the 
next Day. | 

In February, 1421, Henry arrived 
in Englazyd with his Queen, who was 
crowned a few Days after. He left 


to command his Army in France, 
who was lain by a Body of Scots in 
the Dauphiz's Service, in the Battle 
of Banuge. The Parliament, which 
met in May, granted the King a 

ubſidy for carrying on the War a- 
gainſt the Dauphin ; but at the ſame 
Time, in a Petition they preſented, 
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proved the Ruin of England. 
In June, the King returned to 
France, and diawing his Forces to- 


HENRY V. 


of France, and brought them to ſuch 
a Criſis as Henry deſired. For now 
the young Duke of Burgundy, who 


cluded at Troye, on the 21ſt of May, 


gundy in the Name of King Charles, 


the Duke of Clarence, his Brother, 


told him, that the Congueſt of France 


gether, marched to the Relief of 
Chartres, and forced the Dauphin to 
raiſe the 3 Then he took Dreux, 


and in Ofober laid Siege to Meaux, 
which was not wholly ſubjected till 


the Beginning of May following. A. 
bout which Time, Queen Catharin 


arrived from England, and the two 
Courts kept their Vbitſun- Holidays 


together at Paris, in a grand and 
magnificent Manner; though Henry's 
Court-was much more numerous and 
ſplendid than Charles's. 

In the Midft of all this Glory, 
whilſt Henry was pleaſing himſelf 
with the Proſpect of entirely ſub- 
duing the Dauphin and his Party, 
and was actually marching againſt 
him, he fell ſick by the Way, and 
was forced to return back to Yincer- 
nes; where he died on the laſt Day 
of Auguſt, 1422, in the 34th Year 
of his Age, after a ſhort but trium- 
phant Reign of nine Years, four 
Months and eleven Days. His Body 
was brought over to England, and 
buried in Wifminfter- Abbey. He was, 
upon the whole, a Prince of an ex- 
cellent Character, and had all the 
Qualifications requiſite to a great 
Man. He was a good Soldier and 
an able Politician, capable of form- 
ing great Projects, and as ſkilful and 
indefatigable to put them in Execu- 
tion. Though his Courage is un- 
queſtionable, of which he gave a moſt 
glorious Proof in the Battle of 4gin- 
court, yet his Succeſs in France was 
more owing to the inteſtine Diviſions 
of that Kingdom, and his Policy in 
turning them to his Advantage, than 
to his Arms, He was a great Lover 
of Juſtice, chaſte and temperate, at 
lealt after his Acceſſion; and, accord- 
ing to the Religion of thoſe Times, 
devout and pious. He had, by bis 
Queen Catharine, only one Son, Hau- 
ry, born Dec. 6,1 421, at Windſor, from 
thence called Henry of Wind/or; whoſe 
Fortune proved the Reverſe of his 


Father's, as we are now going to ſee. 
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ENRY of Wind/or was 
ſcarce nine Months old, 
when he ſucceeded his Fa- 
ther, the great Henry V. He was 
immediately proclaimed not only 
King of England, but Heir of France, 
purſuant to the Treaty of Troye; 
and upon the Death of Charles VI. 
who died in lefs than two Months 
after, the Duke of Bedford, Uncle 
to the Infant King, ordered him to 
be proclaimed King of France, at 
Paris, according to the ſame Treaty; 
and togk on himſelf the Regency of 
that Kingdom, as the late King his 
Brother had deſired, when near his 
End. On the other hand, the Dau- 
bin, as ſoon as he heard of his 
Father's Death, cauſed himſelf to 
be proclaimed King of France, and 
was crowned in Nowember at Poic- 
tiert. Thus France had two Kings 
at the ſame Time, who for many 
Years contended for the Sovereign- 
ty of the whole Kingdom, with 
doubtful Fortune, till jn the End, 
far VI. loſt all that Henry V. by 


* ns k , x . mt 


HENRY VI. 


his Valour and Conduct, and a 
Conjunction of lucky Incidents, 
had acquired. 

The Council in England, at the 
Head of which was the Duke of 
Glouceſter, the younger of the King's 
Uncles, ordered every thing that 
was neceſſary for the good Govern- 
ment of the Kingdom, till the Par- 


liament ſhould meet; which they 


ſummoned for the gth of Nowember, 
and which the Duke of Gloucefter 
was commiſſioned under the Great 
Seal to hold in the King's Name. 
The main Buſineſs of their Meet- 
ing (when the Queen fat among the 
Lords with the Royal Infant in her 
Lap) was to ſettle the Government 
during the King's Minority. They 
aces the Council, filled up the 
great Offices of the Crown, and ap- 
pointed Jo Duke of Bedford, as 


being the elder of the late King's 


Brothers, Protector of the Kingdom; 


but as he was Regent of France, tge 


Duke of Glouceſter was empowered 
to act as Protector in his Abſence. 
N 4 | This 
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134 HENRY VI. 
This done, they. appointed Thomas Troops, under John de la Pole, Bro. 
Beam ert Duke af Exeter, and Henry ther of the Earl of Suffolk, was 
Biſhop of Winche/ter, both Song. af. defeated at Gravelle in Maine, 
Jobn of Gaunt, by Catharine Roet his with the Loſs of 1400 Men (ac. 
third Wife, ant great Uncles to cording to ſome but zoo, ſo much 
the King, to be his, Governors to do Authors differ) and Pole himſelf 
take care of his Perſon and Educa- was taken Priſoner. But this Ad- 
tion. 1 vantage no Way compenſated for 
Whilſt England and Ireland enjoyed the Loſs King Charles had ſuſtained 
a profound Peace, France was the in the Battle of Crevant, which was 
Seat of War; where Charles endea- followed by a much greater the next 
-vouring to recover the Throne of his Year, 1424. | 
Anceſtors, and the Duke of Bedford The Regent being informed that 
to ſecure for King Henry, what the ſome of Charles's Party had taken 
late King had obtained by the Trea- Zvry'on the Frontiers of Norman, 
ty of Troze, numberleſs Lives were by Surprize, marched with the ut. 
loſt in the Quarrel, which laſted up- moſt Expedition into thoſe Parts, 
wards of 30 Years. _ and laid Siege to it about the Begin. 
The N Duke of Bedſord, ning of July. It ſoon capitulated 
purſuing the Scheme of the late to ſurrender on the 15th of Angus, 
ing his Brother, intended firſt to if not relieved by that Day. King 
reduce all the Places Charles ſtill Charles receiving News of this, de- 
held in the % of France, and the termined to relieve the Place at all 
neighbouring Provinces, and then Adventures, and to make uſe of the 
to attack him beyond the Loire. One Troops which the Duke of Milan 
of King Charles's Generals having had ſent him, and the Scorch Troops 
taken Meulan by Storm, in Jamary lately arrived, for that Purpoſe. To 
1423, the Regent laid Siege to 1t theſe joining ſome of his own, he 
in February, and retook it. made up an Army of 20,000 Men, 
Not long after, the Engliſb under the ſtrongeſt he had ever had. The 
the Earl of Saliſgury, and the Bur- Earl of Douglas commanded in Chief, 
 guiidians, boldly attacked and de- accompanied by all the Nobility of 
feated Charles's Army, conſiſting of Charies's Party, in Hopes of ſharing 
French and Scois, in the Battle of in the Glqry of this Expedition, 
| Crevant, A great many were killed When they came in View of the 
on the Spot and taken Priſoners, Engliſh Army before Jury, on the 
and among them ſeveral Officers of 13th of Auguſt, they found them io 
Diſtinction; but Authors differ as to- ſtrongly intrenched, that not think- 
the Nambers. After this, the Earl ing it proper to attack them, they 
of Saliſbury, having finiſhed the Re- turned about and laid Siege to Fer- 
duction of Champagne, entered the neuil, which ſoon ſurrendered. The 
I of France, and made himſelf Regent's Army having been rein- 
Maſter of Cexcy with ſome other forced by the Earl of Saliury, a- 
Caſtles. And the Regent in the mounted to about 15,000. On the 
mean Time took Crotey in Picardy. 15th Tory ſurrendered according to 
On the other hand, ſome of the Capitulation, and the next Day, 
King Charles's Generals took Ham, the Regent marched towards the 
Guiſe and Compiegne by Surprize ; French Army, which was ſtill at 
but they were all three ſoon re- Verneuil. Having very advantage- 
taken by the FEngliþ, About the ouſly poſted himſelf, he waited for 
lame Time, a Body of Engliſ5 the French to attack him firſt; _ 
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they did, contrary to the Opinion 


of the Earl of Doug/as,. and had 
ſoon Cauſe to repent of it: For by 
the Valour and prudent Conduct of 
the Regent, they were totally routed 
and put to Flight. Five Thouſand 
were ſlain according to ſome, others 
make them almoſt double the Num- 
bet; among whom were the Earl of 
Douglas: bimſelf, and the Viſcount 
of Narbonne, who, by raiſing Diſ- 
ſenſions in the Council of War, had 
forced him to the Attack contrary 
to his better Judgment; as alſo the 
Farl of Buchan, and many other 
great Men and Officers of Diſtincti- 
on. This Victory coſt the Engli/þ 
about 2000 of their braveſt Soldiers. 
The next Day, Auguft 17, the Regent 
inveſted Verneuil, which ſoon ſur- 
rendered ; and here, all the Baggage 
of the French, Scotch, and Italian 
Generals, and the Money for the 
Payment of the Army, fell into his 
Hands, Soon after, the brave Earl 
of Saliſbury befieged and took Mans, 
the Capital of Maine, and before 
the End of the Campaign finiſhed 
the Conqueſt of that Province. 

A little before, James I. King of 
Scotland was ſet at Liberty, on Con- 
dition that the Scots ſhould no lon- 
ger aſſiſt the French againſt the Eng- 
. He had been a Priſoner in Enp- 
land ever ſince the Vear 1406. His 
Father, King Robert, was ſending 
him-to France; to be out of the 
Way of his Uncle the Duke of A.. 
bay, who aſpired to the Crown. 
The young Prince failing by the 
Conſt of Norfolk, went on Shore to 
refreſh himſelf ; where he was ſeized 
and ſent up to Henry IV. who con- 
fined him in the Tower. King Ro- 
bert died a few Days after, and the 
Crown devolved upon his captive 
don. The Duke of Albany aſſumed 
the Regency and governed all in 
Solana, and was glad to have the 
King his Nephew detained in Erg- 
ad, leſt otherwiſe he ſhould be 


183 
ſtripped of his Authority; and this 
is the Reaſbn why Scotland at- 
tempted but little againſt the Zxg/i, 
from that Time. But after the 
Death of the Duke of Albany, his 
Son and Succeſſor in the Regency 
being but a weak Prince, the great- 
Men in Scotland, whoſe Intereſt it was 
to ſtop the Progreſs of the Znglifþ 
in France, ſent ſeveral Aids to 
Gharles, To prevent this for the 
future, and to get the Scots already 
in France recalled, was the Reaſon 
of giving King James his Liberty at 
this Time, upon the Condition be- 
fore mentioned. | 

Towards the End of the Year 
1424, Edmund Mortimer Earl of 
March died, in his Government of 
Ireland, without Iſſue; and Richard 
Duke of York, his Nephew, Son of 
Anne, his Siſter, and the Earl of 
Cambridge, beheaded in the late 
Reign, whoſe elder Brother died 
without Iſſue, ſucceeded to all his: 
Rights, particularly that of the 
Crown of England. 

Hitherto the Affairs of the Eng- 
li had gone on proſperouſly in 
France, and the victorious Duke of 
Bedford was in a very fair Way of 
compleating its Conqueſt. By the 
Defeats at Crewvant and Verneuil, 
and the Loſs of ſo many Towns 
and Strong-Holds,, King Charless 
Condition was become almoſt deſpe- 
rate, inſomuch that the Bagliſb ſtiled 
him, in Deriſion, the Little King of * 
Bourges. In theſe ſad Circumſtances, 
an Affair turned up in his Favour, 
which laid the firſt Foundation of 
the Ruin of the Engl; in France. 
This was a Quarrel between the 
Dake of Glouce/fer and the Duke of 
Brabant, on account-of Jaguelina of 
Hainault, Wife to the latter, through 
whom, at her Father's Death, he be- 
came poſſeſſed of Hainault, Holland, 
Zeland, and Frieſſand. But ſhe be- 
ing at Variance with her Huſband, 
ordered Matters ſo, that ſhe was car- 
ried 
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ries off by ſome Englih Knights 
and brought to London. Here ſhe got 
ker Marriage diſſolved by the Anti- 
Pope, Benedi XIII. after which, 
the Duke of Gloucefler took her to 
Wife, with a View of getting Poſ- 
feſſion of thoſe rich Provinces. This 
he attempted by Force of Arms, 


and employed thoſe Troops againſt 


the Duke of Brabant, which ſhould 
have been ſent to enable the Regent 


to carry on the War in France. The 


Forces of the Duke of Burgundy 


were alſo by this Means diverted 


that Way, who took Part with the 
Duke of Brabant, againſt the Duke 
of Glouceſter. Theſe Things oc- 
caſioned the War in France to be, 
as it were, at a Stand for ſome Time; 
and gave Charles an Opportunity to 
contrive Meaſures for retrieving his 
Affairs. And one main Step towards 
this, was his drawing off. the Earl 
of Richmond from the Engliſh, and 
by his Means the Duke of Bretagne, 
his Brother. N 

The Earl of Nichmond, now Con- 
ſtable of France, having levied a con- 
fiderable Army in Bretagne, entered 


| Normandy and took Pontorſon in 


1426; but to his great Mortifica- 


tion, failed in his Attempt upon 


St. James de Beuwron. And a little 
after, the Engliſh under Richard de 
Reauchamp, Earl of Warwick, who 
commanded whilſt the Regent was 
in England, were defeated with great 
'Lofs by the Baſtard of Orleans, at 
the Blockade of Montargis. 

Though the Affair of Hainault was 
a great Hindrance to the puſhing the 
Conqueſt of France, yet the Engli/h 
were ſtill much ſuperior to King 
Charles, and there was a Probability 
of their gaining their Point notwith- 


: ſtanding, for which the Regent was 
' reſolved toexert himſelf to the utmoſt. 


If he could drive Charles beyond the 
Loire, his Buſineſs would ſoon be done. 
It was with this View, that the Earl 
of Saliſbury, who had the Command 
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of the Army given him, with M.. 


with Stores, and the Baſtard of Or- 
leans, and ſeveral other brave Officers, 


chael de la Pole, Earl of Suffolk, Tal. 
bot, Falſta ft, and other experienced 
Leaders, marched towards the Loire, 
and on October 12, 1428, laid Siege 
to Orleans. As he had ſpent two 
Months in taking the neighbouring 
Places that might annoy the Be. 
fiegers, the French gueſſing at his De- 
fign, had taken care to furniſhOrlear; 


had thrown themſelves into the City. 
And when the Earl of Saliſbury came 
before it, finding his Army not nu- 
merous enough to inveſt it on all 
Sides, he run up 60 Forts about it, 
ſix whereof upon the ſix chief Ave- 
nues. of the City were much ftrong- 
er than the reſt, in order to hin- 
der the French from - throwing in 
freſh Succours ; but theſe Precauti- 
ons did not hinder them entirely, for 
Troops and Convoys ſtill got in, 
though not witbout fighting their 
Way through. By this means the 7 
Garriſon hecame much more pume- 


rous than it was at firſt. But at the & 
ſame Time the Army of the Beſiegers on 
was greatly augmented by the Sup- a 
plies continually ſent by the Regent, cot 
During four Months there was no- the 


thing but Aſſaults, Sallies, and Skir- Ch, 


miſhes, both Sides behaving with he 
the utmoſt Bravery and Reſolution, Da 
and no one could gueſs what the a ( 
Event would be, which was of the the 
laſt Importance both to the French to b 
and Engliſh. The latter indeed had afte 
made themſelves Maſters of the Bul-. as 0 
wark of the Tournelles, and of the | to b 
Tober on the Bridge : But this oc- Ace, 
caſioned the Loſs of the brave 70 goin 
mas Montacute Earl of Saliſbury. For Joan 
as he was taking a View of the Pucel 
City from a Window of this Towel, comp 
a Cannon-Ball, as it pafſed, took and 


off his Cheek, and ſtruck out one 
of his Eyes, ſo that he died in 4 
few Days. The Earl of Suffolk ſuc- 


ceeded him in the Command of the 
: Army, 
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Army, and carried on the Siege 
with as much Vigour as before. The 
Regent, in the mean Time, by ſend- 
ing Recruits and Proviſions, did all 
in his Power to ſupport him. In 
Lent, 1429, he ſent a Convoy of 
Galt-Fiſh from Paris, under the Con- 
duct of Falftaff, with a Guard of 


| 1700 Men; who was attacked in 


the Road by the Earl of Clermont, 
at the Head of 3000, whom Charles 
had ſent for that Purpoſe. But Fal- 


foff managed with ſuch Bravery 


and Conduct, that he entirely de- 
ſeated them, killed a great Number 
of them, _ carried off his Convoy 
ſafe to the Beſiegers. This famous 
Action went by the Name of The 
Jartle of Herrings. King Charles 
was exceedingly troubled at this De- 
feat, and began to think he ſhould 
ſoon looſe Or Biker which in all like- 
lihood would quickly be followed 
by the entire Loſs of his Kingdom; 
when a moſt ſurprizing Accident 
gaye a ſudden Turn to his Affairs. 
As the French Writers relate the 
Story, a Country Girl, of twenty- 
one Years of Ape, born in Lorrain, 
called Joan of Arc, and afterwards 
commonly known. by the Name of 
the Maid of Orleans, came to King 
Charles's Court at Chinon, juſt as 
he was thinking of retiring into 
Dauphine, and told him that ſhe had 
a Call from God to go and raiſe 
the Siege of Orlears, and cauſe him 
to be crowned at Rheims. She was, 
after ſome Examination, entertained 
as one who had a divine Commiſſion 
to bring about theſe great Events. 
Accordingly when King Charles was 
doing to ſend a Convoy to Orleans, 
Joan, who was commonly called /a 
Pucelle, or the Maid, deſired to ac- 
company it. She accordingly did, 
and when the Convoy arrived near 
the City, on the 29th of April, the 
Baſtard of Orleans ſallied out to ſe- 
cure their Paſſage. A bloody Battle 
enſued, till the Engliſh being worſted 
2 : 
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were forced to let the Convoy go 
in; and Joan entered Orleans in Tri- 
umph, to whom was aſcribed the 
Succeſs of the Day. After this, put- 
ting herſelf at the Head of a Detach- 
ment of the Garriſon, ſhe attacked, 
Sword in Hand, four of the chief 
Forts which the Znglif had raiſed, 
and took them one after another with 
the Slaughter of 1000, the French 
ſay. 8000 of the Exgli/h, who were 
forced to raiſe the Siege on the 
12th of May, ſeven Months after 
they had fat down before the Place. 
It is impoſſible to expreſs the Con- 
ſternation the Enxgliſb were in, on 
this Occaſion. They retreated in 
the utmoſt Diſorder, and fled ever 

where before the French, though ſtill 
ſuperior to them in Number. The 
Places they had taken near the Loire, 
were ſoon retaken by the French; 
and at Gergeau, the Earl of Suffolk 
was made Priſoner. Baugenci held 
out the longeſt, but at laſt followed 
the Fate of the reſt. After this, 
they were defeated in the Battle of 
Patay in Beauce; 2500 Men were 
ſlain, and the valiant Talbet taken 
Priſoner. Now Charles reſolved to 
go to Rheims, the Maid ſtill accom- 
panying him, and animating the 
French wherever ſhe came. Treye 
and Chalons, and the other Places in 
their Way, ſurrendered, and the In- 
habitants of Rheim drove the Eng- 
liſh Garriſon out of the City; when 
Charles, with the Mazd, entered it 
in Triumph, and was ſoon after ſo- 
lemnly crowned. What raiſed the 
Courage-of the French, was the Be- 
lief that this Heroine was ſent from 
God to deliver France; and the 
Conſternation and Panic of the Eng- 
liſb was owing to the Opinion they 
had, that ſhe was a Witch, and act- 
ed by the Help of the-Devil. Tho), 
after all, it 1s highly probable, that 
ſhe was prepared and trained up to 


act the Part ſhe did, by ſome great 


Politicians in Charles's Court, on 


Purpoſe 
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Purpoſe to revive the Courage of was crowned there at the End of 


the diſmayed French. But what is 
moſt extraordinary, is, that this Con- 
trivance ſhould ſucceed according 
to their Wiſh. Fortune, after this, 


ſeemed entirely to have changed 


Sides: The Exgliſb, inſtead of being 
victorious, were now every where 
vanquiſhed. Charles continued his 
Conqueſts with great Rapidity, and 
Town after Town ſubmitted to him 


without ſtriking a Stroke: He made 


an Attempt upon Paris, but here 
indeed he failed; the Regent, who 


was matched to the Relief of Nor- 


mandy, againſt the Conſtable R:iche- 
mond, having managed Matters ſo 
well there, that the Pariſians con- 
tinued firm to the Eng/ih. How- 
ever, Charles attacked the Suburbs 


of St. Honorius, but was repulſed, 


and the Maid wounded. 

Though after the raiſing the Siege 
of Orleans, and the Defeat at Patay, 
the Affairs of the Exgliſb viſibly 
declined every where in France, 
yet they now and then gained ſome 
Advantages, and took ſeveral Places; 
and they might ſtill have reco- 
vered themſelves, if divers un- 
lucky Circumſtances had not con- 
curred to their Ruin. The Differen- 
ces in England, eſpecially between 
the Duke of Gleuceſter and the Car- 
dinal Biſhop of Vincheſter, and the 
Nation's being exhauſted by this 
long War, of which they began to 
be tired, ſince the late ill Succeſs of 
it, hindered them from having pro- 

Supplies from England; and the 
Pick of Burgundy, growing cold to 
the Englißb, did not aſſiſt them ſo 
vigorouſly as he uſed to do, and 
. 5 ſeemed to want a proper Op- 
portunity to leave them and join 
with Charles. However, the Duke 
of Bedford thinking it might be of 
Service to have Henry crowned in 
France, the young King having been 
firſt crowned in England, on Newem- 
ber 6, 1429, went over to Paris, an 


4 | 


then in ſmall Parties, was, in a man- 


2 - Vear, and returned to 
gland in January, 14.32, being th 

. Vears old. = = ſame Tim 
that the Eng/i/p were unable to brin 
any conſiderable Army into the Field, 
King Charles by his Indolence, and 
the Factions in his Court, as well a; 
from other Cauſes, was not in a much 
better Condition; ſo that pillaging 
and plundering, ſurprizing and tak. 
ing of. Places, and fighting now and 


ner, all that was done on both Sides 
for ſome Years. 

But let us fee what me of the 
Maid of Orleans. As Duke of 
Burgundy had not yet openly deſert- 
ed the Englifs, he laid Siege to Con- 
piegne. Here Joan making a Sally 
on the 25th of May, 1430, was 
taken Priſoner by the Burgundian, 
and at the earneſt Sollicitations of 
the Duke of Bedford, was delivered 
up to the Exg/iſþ; who carried her 
to Roan, and after a long Examina- 
tion, had her condemned and burnt 
for a Witch, in the old Market- 
Place there, on May zo, 1431. 

In 1435, a Congreſs was held at 
Arras, in which the Deſign of the 
French was not ſo much to conclude 
a Peace between the two Nations, 
as to give the Duke of Burgundh a 
plauſible Handle to break with the 
Engliſh. Accordingly the French 
Ambaſſadors made ſuch Propoſals as 
they knew the Engliſþ would not 
agree to: And upon their Refuſal, Wa 
the Duke of Burgundy concluded a 
ſeparate Peace with King Charts. 
After this unlucky Incident, the Af. u . 
fairs of the Exgliſb went to Ruin 
apace: And to add to their Misfor- 
tunes, the wiſe and valiant Duke of 
Bedford died about the ſame Time, A" th 
who was, in all Reſpects, one of tie 
moſt accompliſhed Princes in Furcht, 
He was ſucceeded in the Regency of 
France by the Duke of York : But 
by the Management of the Duke of Di 


Comer- 


4 
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Semerſet, his Rival, his Patent was in much the ſame Way for ſome 
deferred for ſome Time, to the no Years, both Sides harrafling one an- 


oa ſmall Prejudice of the King's Affairs. other, and endeavouring to make 
A Before he arrived, the City of Paris, themſelves Maſters of ſeveral Places 
1 the Capital of the Kingdom, fell of Importance, ſometimes one Party 
* into the Hands of the French, on prevailing, and ſometimes the other; 
"Pi the 13th of April, 1436. till, in 1444, a Truce was concluded 
0 The ſame Vear, the Duke of at Tours, between the two Nations, 
ing Burgundy beſieged Calais with a which was prolonged from Time to 
af great Army; but the Duke of Glou- Time, till 1449. | 
* cefter, at the Deſire of the Council, Soon after the Commencement of 
ky went over to relieve it, and forced the Truce, King Henry, by the Ma- 
ies Burgundy to raiſe the Siege: After nagement of William de la Pole, Eark 
which he purſued him into Flanders, of Suffolk, and the Cardinal, mar- 
r the and having ravaged the Country, ried Margaret of Anjou, who arri- 
3 returned with a very large Booty. ved in England in 1445; and, being 
fort- Some Time after, the Duke of Bur- a Woman of great Parts, of a high 
2 zuncyh made another Attempt upon Spirit and a bold enterprizing Ge- 
Sally Calais, but to as little Purpoſe as nius, got the whole Adminiftration 
__ the former. OY into her Hands; fo that ſhe and her 
1 In 1437, died Catharine of France, Favourites managed the King, who 
ng of King Henry's Mother, and Widow was of a weak and eaſy Nature, 
od of Henry V. After the Death of and had no Capacity for Govern- 


3. hos that great Prince, ſhe ſo far deſcend- ment, juſt as they pleaſed. Thi 

: ed from her Rank and Dignity, as cauſed great Uneafineſs in the ns 
ar, to marry Oven Tudor, a Welſh Gen- ple, and Contentions among the 
tleman, who was ſaid, whether upon great Men; and all Things in Eng- 

i pood Grounds I know not, to have land were running into Confuſion, by 
1eld at ſprung from the antient Kings of the ambitious and deſtructive Mea- 
of the 7%. He had by her three Sons, ſures of the Queen and her Miniſters. 
nelude Lanund, Jaſper, and Owen, The Charles being ſenſible of this Situa- 
e, eldeſt was created Earl of Richmond, tion of the Engliſh, wanted to re- 
pundy f dy Henry VI. and married Margaret, new the War, and made great Pre- 
ich the only Daughter of Jobn Beaufort; parations for it, as ſoon as the Truce 
French Duke of Somerſet, Grandſon of 7% ſhould be expired; whilſt England 
ofals s ef Court. From this Marriage being wholly taken up with its in- 
ald not prung Henry Earl of Richmond, af- teſtine Broils, was altogether uncon- 


Nefuſal, awards King of England, under the cerned about its Intereſt in France. 
luded 3 ame of Henry VII. And an Accident happened which 
Charks. This 'Year the War was carried gave Charles a Handle to begin 
the Af- u with a | yoo deal of Vigour on ſooner than he intended. This was 
to Ruin eth Sides. King Charles, rouſed by the ſurprizing of Fongeres, by Sa- 
Misfor- pe Duke of Burgundy, began to rienne, Governor of Lower Norman- 
Duke of Kert himſelf ; and the Exgliſb, un- dy for the Englib, in 1448, whilſt 
e Time, er, the valiant Talbor, (afterwards the Truce ſubliſted ; and the Duke 
ne of the al of Shrewſbury ) gained ſeveral of Somerset, then Regent, and the 
n Europe. 1 Advantages over the French; Engliſh Miniſtry, refuſing to give the 
gene) 0 " all along giving ſignal Proofs Satisfaction that Charles thought fit 
> 4 : But is Valour and Conduct, as did to demand, he firſt took ſeveral Pla- 
Duke of e Duke of York, in raiſing the ces by Way of Repriſals, and then 


de of Pontoi/e, Things went on fell upon Nozmardy with four Armies 


Home- 


Wo . | 
at once, the Engliſb having made no 
Preparations for its Defence. Roon 
opened its Gates to the Conquerors, 
Harfleur was beſieged and taken, a 
Body of Engliſh were defeated in the 
Battle of Fourmigny, the Duke of 
Somerſet ſurrendered Caen, Cherburgh 
ſubmitted ; and, 1n, ſhort, all Nor- 
mandy was reduced under the Power 
of the French, before the End of 
Auguſt, 1450. Guienne, the next Year, 
followed the Fate of Nermandy, after 
having been 3oo Years in the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Engliſb. Some Time 
after, the Inhabitants were diſpoſed 
to throw off the Yoke of the French, 
and return to their old Maſters, and 
Talbot was ſent over with ſome 
Troops to ſupport them in their De- 
ſign. But being overpowered by the 
French, as he was attempting 10 re- 
lieve Caftillon, he was defeated and 
ſlain, and all Guienne again ſubmit- 
ted to the French in 1453 ; and no- 
thing remained to the Exgliſb, of all 
their vaſt Acquiſitions in France, but 
only Calais, and Guijnes. 

Thus Henry loſt France. We are 
now to turn our Thoughts to what 
was doing in England, which ended 
in the Loſs of his Crown and Life. 
There were two Parties in his Court, 
one the Duke of Glouceſter's, the 
other the Cardinal of Winchefer's, 
with whom' were joined Kemp Arch- 
biſhop of York, and William de la 
Pole, Earl, afterwards Marqueſs and 
Duke of Suffolk. The Duke of 
Glouceſter was exceedingly beloved 
by the People ; for excepting when 
his Ambition carried him away, in 
relation to the Aﬀair of Hainault, 
he had all along a ſincere Regard 
to the Intereſt of the King his Ne- 
phew, was ever a Friend to the Na- 
tion, and zealous for preſerving its 
Honour and Poſſeſſions in France. 
But the Cardinal got the better of 
him in the Council and in the King's 
Confidence, in which the Duke of 
Glouceſßer loſt Ground every Day. 


ing ſummoned at S-. Edmundſpuy, 


HENRY VI. 


For Henry, though a pious and de: 
vout Prince, had ſo narrow a Genius, 
and ſo little Judgment and Penetra- 


tion, that he was eaſily deceived by 


Appearances, and having no Capa- 
city himſelf to govern, was blindly 
led and ana, by others. And the 
Enemies of the Duke of Glouceſter, 
having. artfully got the Aſcendant 
over him, managed in ſuch a Man- 
ner as to make themſelves odious to 
the Nation, particularly in their 
ſhameful Neglect of the French War, 
To ſecure themſelves therefore a- 
gainſt the People's Reſentment, they 
contrived the King's Marriage, as 
above mentioned, with a Princeſs al- 
lied ro the Enemy of England, and 
who had not a Penny to her Porti- 
on; and beſides, gave up the Pro- 
vince of Maine, as a Condition of 
the Marriage. She was no ſoonet 
come over, but ſhe joined her Inte- 
reſt to that of the Cardinal, Sf, 
and the other ſworn Enemies of the 
Duke of Glouceſter, who had ex- 
preſſed his Diſlike of the Match. 
They now thought themſelves able 
to get rid of him, and reſolved to 
do it, that he might no longer re- 
proach them for their ſelf- intereſted 
and deſtructive Proceedings. They 
firſt removed him from the Council- 
Board: And then a Parliament be- 


which met in 1447, the Duke com- 
ing. to take his Place, was arreſted 
and cloſely confined, under Colour 
that he deſigned to kill the King 
and ſeize the Crown, though nobody 
believed a Word of the Matter. The 
next Morning he was found dead in 
his Bed, People making no Doubt 
but he was murdered. | 
Thus fell Humphrey, commonly 
called The good Duke of Gloucefter, 
firſt Prince of the Blood ; and was 
interred at S7. Alban's. The Card: 
nal, one of the chief Contrivers of 
his Death, ſurvived him but . 
a Month, and left the World - 
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tis immenſe Riches with as much 
Reluctance as ever any one did. 
And now the Queen and S 
governed all in the King's Name, 
and none but their Creatures were 
employed in the Adminiſtration. The 
univerſal Hatred of the People a- 
gaiaſt them, for their violent and 
arbitrary Proceedings, and 3 
Jarly for the Murder of the Duke of 
Gloucefter, made the Duke of York 
begin to think of aſſerting his Claim 
to the Crown; which in all likeli- 
hood he would never have done, 


rafter to contend with. 

In 1450, the Commons ſo vigo- 
rouſly purſued the Duke of Soli, 
that the Queen, in order to ſave him, 
found herſelf under a Neceſſity to 


ſage to France, being met by an 
Ergliſh Man of War, the Captain, 
without any Ceremony, ordered his 
Head to be cut off. And ſo fell 
another principal Author of the 
Duke of Glowcefter's Murder. He 


was ſucceeded 1n the Queen's Con- 
0 hdence, by Edmund Beaufort, Duke 
e- of Somer/et, almoſt as odious to the 
ed People, as Suffolk had ben. 
ey The Duke of York at firſt pro- 
Ty ceeded with great Caution, by his 
Noa Emiſſaries and Agents privately 
5 founding the Inclinations of the Peo- 
m- ple, and cauſing his Right to the 
ted Crown to become the Subject of 
our Converſation, as Heir, by his Mother, 


ing of the Houſe of Mortimer or March, 
ody deſcended from the Duke of Cla- 


The 7z:nce, third Son of Edward III. and 


id in eldeſt Brother of the Duke of Lan- 
oubt after, as has been mentioned before. 

ſhe Loſs of Normandy about the 
only lame Time, and the continual Diſ- 
er, Play of the Queen's ill Government, 
wa under a weak and pafiive King, 
'ardi- WM *ongly diſpoſed People's Minds to 
ers of a Change, and formed a confidera- 
about ble Party in Favour of the Duke. 


d an an Eſſay how the People ſtood 


have him baniſhed. But in his Paſ- 
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affected, he inſtigated one Jack Cade, 
under the Name of John Mortimer, 
to raiſe a Rebellion in Kent; where 
he drew together great Numbers of 
Malcontents, under Pretence of re- 
forming the Government; and be- 
came ſo ſtrong, that he incamped on 
Blackheath, cut in Pieces a Detach- 
ment of the King's Army, and en- 
tered London, as it were in Triumph, 
the City opening her Gates to him: 
But this Inſurrection, which mighe 
have proved fatal under a more ex- 


perienced Leader, was ſoon at an 
whilſt be had a Prince of that Cha- 


End; Cade was deſerted by his Fol- 
lowers, and at laſt taken and flain. 

The Court was very uneaſy at: 
the Proceedings of the Duke of 
York, and uſed ſeveral Precautions 
againſt them. His Pretence at firſt 


was to bring the evil Counſellors, 


particularly the Duke of Somerſet, to 
condign Puniſhment. All the Arts 
that Policy could ſuggeſt, were 
made uſe of. to entrap him, and 
it was ſometimes with great Diffi- 
culty he eſcaped out of the Snare. 
At length having concerted Mea- 
ſures with his Friends, efpeciallv 
Richard Newil, Earl of Saliſbury, and 
his Son of the ſame Name, Earl of 
Warwick, commonly called The out 
Earl of Warwick, the War broke 
out between the two Houſes of Lan- 
cafler and York ; the former having 


for their Device the Red Raſe, and 


the latter the Vite Rye ; and whole 
Torrents of Exgliſb Blood were ſpilt 
in this Conteſt. | | | 

The firſt Battle was fought near 
St. Alban s, on May 31, 1455, when 
the Royal Army was totally routed, 
with the Loſs of 5000 Men. The 
Duke of Somerſet and ſeveral other 
Nobles and great Men were ſlain, 
and the King himſelf taken Priſoner. 
York aftected to treat him with great 
Reſpect, and was-appointed Pro- 


tector of the Realm, -as he had been 


once before. But to gain the Af- 
fections of the People, and let the 
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World ſee how diſintereſted he was, 


be left the King and Queen at full. 


Liberty; the Conſequence of which 
was, that he was again diſmiſſed 
from the ProteQorſhip, and he and 


His Friends retired from Court. Af- 


ter this there was a Reconciliation 
between the two Parties ; but as it 


was not ſincere, the Quarrel ſoon 


broke out again. 
In 1459, the Earl of Saliſgury 
defeated the King's Troops com- 
manded by the Lord Audley, and 

killed 2400, {together 'with Audley 
bimſelf, and all his principal Offi- 
cers. This Battle was fought on 
' Blore-Heath in Shropſhire, and was 
the ſecond in this Quarrel. 

The third was the Battle of North- 
ampton, fought on July 19, 1460, 

in which the Earl of March, eldeſt 
Son of the Duke of York, the Earl 
of Warwick, and the Lord Cobham, 
gained a compleat Victory, killing 


to join him: But before he could 
come up, the Duke was attacked by 
the Queen's Forces near Wakefield, in 
Yorkſhire, on Dec. 31, 1460, his Army 
er Flight, he himſelf ſlain, and 
nis Head fixed up on the Walls of 
York ; where the Earl of Saliſbury's 
ſoon accompanied it, he having 
been taken and beheaded at Ponte. 
Fradt. The young Earl of Rutland, 
the Duke's ſecond Son, about 12 
Years old, -was taken in the Flight, 
and cruelly ſlain by the Lord Clifird, 
Notwithſtanding this Diſcourage- 
ment, the Earl of Merch reſolved 
to maintain the Quarrel, and did it 
with Succeſs. He firſt defeated Ja: 

per Tudor, Earl of Pembroke, at Ma. 

timer's Groſs in Herefordſtire: And 

though the Queen got the better of 
the Earl of Warwick at Bernard! 

Heath, near St. Alban's, and freed the 

King her Huſband; yet the Ear! of 

March coming up with a great Army, 


| 10,000 of the Royaliſts. The King and being joined by the Remains of LI 
was again taken Priſoner, and the the Earl of Warawick's, ſhe retired d 
Queen, with the Prince of Wales, Anto the North; and the Earl entered y 


' fled to Durham, then retired into 


Wales, and afterwards into Scotland. 

And now a Parliament was called, 
which the Duke of York expected 
would offer him the Crown. Being 
diſappointed, he ſent them a Me- 
morial juſtifying his Claim: But all 
that the Parliament did, was to re- 
ſolve, That Henry ſhould enjoy the 
Crown during his Life, after which 
it ſhould devolve upon the Duke 
of 7ork and his Heirs, In the mean 
Time, the Duke was abſolute Maſter 
of the Government, and of the 
King's Perſon ; who giving himſelf 
up wholly to his Devotions, ap- 
eared quite unconcerned at this 
Tore of Affairs. 

But the Queen did not reſt ſo 
contented. She had drawn toge- 
ther, in the North, an Army of 
18,00 Men. The Duke of York 
marched againſt her with but g ooo, 
expecting his Son, the Earl of March, 


ing found out by John Guttenburghts 


London, as it were in Triumph, about 
the Beginning of March, 1461, and 
was, by the Management of the Earl 
of Warwick, proclaimed King on 
the 5th of the ſame Month, by the 
Name of . Edward IV. And here 
ends the Reign of Henry VI. who 
during the whole Time of it, which 
was 38 Years and a half, was little 
more than the Shadow of a King. 
He had no Vices, but ſuch a natural 
Weakneſs of Mind as made hin 

nite incapable of governing; ſo 
that he was eaſily led by any who 
ruled in his Name, though thei 


bis Tro 
cauſed t. 
ſee them 
Middle, 
Voice, 
have He: 
They al. 
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Meaſures were ever ſo contrary {0 = Du 0 
one another. i ; : o whic 
Henry founded King's College wered 
Cambridge, and Eton- College neat ine 
Windſor. And it was about th "Fomp 

8 2 


Time, that the Art of Printing, be- ; 
ondon, 


Was deve 


| : ' brou ht 
at Mentz in Germany, was broug cording! 


into England by Caxton. 
" 4 EDWARD 


EDWARD iu. 
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» why, 


E D WAR D IV. 


HBD VAR D Earl of March, 
Son of Richard Duke of York, 
who was ſlain in the Battle of 

Watefield, was about nineteen Years 
old when he was proclaimed King, 
on March 5, 1461, in the Room of 
Henry VI. by Virtue of an extraor- 
dinary Kind of Election: For the 
Earl of Warwick having drawn up 
bis Troops in St. Jobu's Fields, and 
cauſed the People, who came out to 
ſee them, to form a Ring, ſtood in the 
Middle, and aſked them with a loud 
Voice, firſt, whether they would 
have Henry of Lancafter for King ? 
They all cried, No, zo. Then , 
demanded of them, Whether they 
would have Edward, Son of the 
late Duke of Tork, for their King? 
To which the whole Multitude an- 
ſwered with loud Acclamations ex- 

3 their Aſſent. This done, 

e aſſembled a great Council of the 

Nobles and Magiſtrates in and about 

London, who declared, that the Crown 

was devolved upon Edward, and ac- 

cordingly made him an Offer of it; 


which, with a great Shew of Mo- 
deſty, he accepted. He began his 
Reign with an Act of Cruelty, in 
cauſing a Tradeſman of London to be 
executed, for ſaying he would make 
his Son Heir to the Crown, mean- 
ing, as it is ſaid, his own Houſe, 
which had that Sign. 

A few Days after Edward was 
proclaimed, he put himſelf at the 
Head of his Army, conſiſting of 
40,000 Men, in order to march a- 
gainſt Queen Margaret, whoſe Ar- 
my in the North was increaſed to 
60, ooo. And having ſecured the 
Paſſage at Ferribridge, and recovered 
it again after having been beat from 
thence, he gained a compleat Victo- 
ry over the Queen's Army, in a great 
Battle between Caxton and Toautos 
in Yorkfire, which was fought on 
Palm-Sunday, and continued from 
Morning to Night, in which, it is 
ſaid, near 37,000 loſt their Lives, 
Henry and Margaret, who ſtaid at 


Zork to wait the Iſſue of the Battle, 


retired to Berwick, and from thence 
Q 80 
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to Edinburgh: And Edward coming 
to York, took down the Heads. of 
his Father and the Earl of Saliſbury, 


and cauſed thoſe of the Earl of De- 
_ ewonſhire and ſome others, he had 
taken in the Battle and beheaded,” 


to be fixed up in their Room, Then 
he returned to London, where he ar- 
rived on the Sth of June, and was 
ſolemnly crowked on the 29th. 


Shortly after, King Edward called 


a Parliament, which approved of his 


Coronation, confirmed his Title, and 


| repealed all the Acts that had been 


this Parliament, the King created 


George his eldeſt Brother, Duke of 


Clarence, and Richard his younger 
Brother, Duke of Gloucęſter. 

Edward was ſolicitous to conclude 
a Truce with Scotlaud, in order to 
prevent Henry and his Queen from 
having any Aſſiſtance from thence, 
But Margaret, to break his Mea- 
ſures, deferens up Berwick to the 
Scots, and concluded a Marriage be- 
tween Prince Edward her Son, and 
Margaret, Siſter to King James III. 
But as there were violent Factions 
in Scotland at this Time, King Ed- 
4vard concluded a Treaty with the 
Earl of Ro/5, and thoſe of his Party, 
in order to ſtir up new Troubles 
there. | 

Queen Margaret: had gone over 
to France to ſolicit Succours from 
Lewis XI. which having obtained, 
ſhe entered Northumberland, with 
Henry, and the Prince her Son, in 
1463. She had alſo ſome Aſſiſtance 
from the Scots, and her Army daily 
increaſed by the Coming- in of the 
Engliſh in the Northern Parts, fo 
that it ſoon became very conſidera- 
ble. Edward immediately ſent the 
Lord Montague, Brother to the Earl 
of Warwick, to oppoſe their Paſ- 
ſage, deſigning to follow himſelf 
With a greater Force. Montague, in 
his March, met with a Detachment 
of the Enemy, under the Lords Hun- 


EDWARD IV. 


Henry in his Intrenchments, and ob. 


Dakes of Somer/et; Roſs, and Hur. 


n the ſame time made WMilliam Hir. 
made againſt the Houſe of Teri. In gert Earl of Pembrote. Soon after 
-he concluded a Trace with Fran, 


as they were travelling, they fell 


gerford and Roſs, which he attacked 
and totally routed. And then march- 
ing on to Hexbam, he ſurprized 


tained a compleat Victory. The 


70 ey were taken Priſoners and 
beheaded, with ſeveral other Of. 
cers of Note. But Henry, Margaret, 
and their Son, eſcaped-and fled into 
Scotland, As a Reward- for theſe 
great Services, Edavard created the 

rd Montague a Marqueſs, and at 


with the Duke of Burgundy, and 
with Scotland. | 

Henry and Margaret being thus 
deſerted by thoſe, who alone were 
able to aſſiſt them, were in the ut- 
moſt Perplexity. The poor depoſed 
King fearing to ſtay any longer in 
Scotland, came privately into Eng- 
land, hoping to conceal himſelf there 
till he ſhould have an Opportunity 
of eſcaping by Sea. But unhappi- 
ly being diſcovered and ſeized at 
Waddington- Hall in Lancaſhire, whillt 
he was at Dinner, he was in an ig- 
nomimous Manner conducted to 
London, and confined in the Tower, 
It is thought Queen Margaret, with 
her Son, intended alſo to canceal 
herſelf in England, from a Story re- 
lated by Monſtrelet, who ſays, that 


were at. 
quences. 
much be 
Was dif 
The Fay 
Relation 
Nobles, 


into the Hands of Robbers, who 
would have killed them, if their 
quarrelling about ſharing the Bo-ty 
had not given them an Gp ortunity 
to eſcape into a Wood ; where they 
would have periſhed with Hunger, 
if a Peaſant had not accidentally 
met them, and conducted them to 
the Sea-Side. Whether this Adven- 
ture be true or not, Margaret, after 
her leaving Scotland, went over with 
the young Prince to Rene of 4:j0 
er Father, Bs 

King Edward,. now having be 
Enemies 


Enemies to oppoſe him, confiſcated 
the Eſtates of the Lancaſtrians, who 
refuſed to'make their Submiſſion by 
a Time prefixed, and beſtowed them 
on his Friends: After which, he 
ſtudied to make himſelf popular, and 
by all Manner of Ways to gain the 
Affection of his Subjects. He even 
granted an abſolute Pardon to all 
Henry's Friends, e only Ralph 
Grey, and Humpbry Newil. | 
In 1464, the King ſent the Earl 
of Warwick to demand for him in 
arriage, Bona of Savoy, Siſter to 
the Queen of France; who actually 
concluded a Treaty with the King 
of France for that Purpoſe. But 
whilſt this Affair was negotiating, 
he happened to fall deſperately in 
Love with Elizabeth, Daughter of 
vir Richard Woodwille, and Widow 
of Sir John Grey: And finding he 
could not gratify his Deſire without 
marrying her, he made her his Wife, 
notwithſtanding all the Arguments 
the Ducheſs of York his Mother 
made uſe of to diſſuade him from it. 
Immediately Sir Richard Woodwille, 
the Queen's Father, was created Earl 
of Rivers, and ſoon after-he was made 
Treaſurer and High-Conſtable of 
England And Anthony Woodville, 
his Son, was married to the richeſt 
Heireſs in England. Theſe Things 
were attended with very ill Cal. 
quences. The Marriage itſelf, ſo 
much below the Dignity of a King, 
was diſagreeable to the Nation. 
he Favours heaped on the Queen's 
Relations raiſed the Jealouſy of the 
Nobles, and particularly of the 
Duke of Clarence, the King's Brother. 
Ard, what was worlt of all, the Earl 
«4 Warwick, provoked at the Af. 
front put upon him by this Mar- 
lage, when he had juſt concluded 
me in France, became Edward's 
mortal Enemy, and as he had ſet 
im on the Throne, was. reſolved to 


1 his utmoſt Efforts to pull him 
down. 
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He began to form this Project of 
dethroning Edward, ſoon after the 


Affair of the Marriage, but was 


obliged to keep it ſecret, till he 
thought himſelf in a Condition to 
attempt it. In the mean Time, he 
withdrew from Court, and was al- 
moſt forgot. Though Edward knew 
he was greatly diſguſted, he did not 
imagine he had any ſuch Deſign in 
View; and it was not till about the 
Beginning of the Year 1469, that 
the Earl thought himſelf able to be- 
gin the Execution of his Project. In 
order to this, he had gained over 
his two Brothers, the Archbiſhop of 
York, and the Marqueſs of Monta- 
gue; and not long after found Means 
to engage the Duke of Clarence, the 
King's Brother, in the Plot. This 
Confederacy being formed, before 
they declared themſelves openly, 
they, by Means of their Friends, 
ſtirred up a formidable Inſurrection 
in Toriſbire. What made the Peo- 
le ſo ready to riſe in Arms, was 
ut a trivial Affair, their being ob- 
_ to contribute to a publick 
oſpital, which they deemed an 
Impoſition in order to enrich the 
Directors. But it ſoon appeared that 
Waravick, and his Friends, made 
uſe of this as an Handle to ſtir up 
the People, and were under-hand 
the chief Fomenters of this Rebelli- 
on. The King imagined that ſome 
Friends to the Houſe of Lancaſter 
had ſet theſe Commotions on foot, 
but did not, in the leaſt, ſuſpe& the 
Earl of Warwick, and his Brother: 
He ordered Herbert, Earl of Pem- 
brake, Governor of Wales, to draw 
together what Forces he could, and 
march againſt the Malcontents, as 
they were advancing towards Lon- 
Aon, and afterwards retiring to Var- 
2wick, The two Armies met near 
Banbury in Oxfordſpire, where a Bat- 
tle was fought, in which Pembroke 
was defeated, and being taken, was 
beheaded by the Rebels, together 
O 2 with 
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with Sir Richard Herbert his Bro- 


ther. There was an Inſurrection of 
much the ſame Nature in North- 
ampton/hire, where the Malcontents 
went in a tumultuous Manner to a 
Manſion-Houſe of the Earl of Ri- 
vers, the Queen's Father, ſeized 
him, and beheaded him at North- 
ampton. | 
The King was ſo far from ſuſ- 
pecting Warwick and his Brother, 
that he gave them a Commiſſion to 
levy Troops, in order to oppoſe the 
Rebels. They made uſe of this 
Commiſſion to raiſe Forces, but in- 
ſtead of acting againſt the Rebels, 
they declared for them. The King 
hereupon marched againſt them in 
Perſon, and when the two Armies 
came near one another, whilſt a Ne- 
gotiation was on foot, in order to 
an Accommodation, the Earl of 
Warwick attacked the King's Camp 
unawares in the Night, put them in 
the utmoſt Confuſion, and took the 
King Priſoner, who was conducted 
to Midalebam-Caſtle in Yorkſhire, and 


pu under the Cuſtody of the Arch- 


iſhop of York. This was in 1470. 

Warwick now thought his Buſi- 
neſs as good as done. But how ſur- 

rized was he, when he was in- 
1 that Edward had found 
Means, by bribing his Guard, to 
_ eſcape from his Confinement, . and 
that he was actually arrived in Lox- 
don, which the Earl had taken no 
Care to ſecure, as not apprehending, 
in the leaſt, ſuch a ſudden Turn of 
Affairs! An Accommodation was 
attempted by ſome Lords of a peace- 
able Diſpoſition, but that coming to 
nothing, both Sides began again to 
prepare for War, and to raiſe Forces 
with all imaginable Diligence: 
For Edward's Army had been diſ- 
perſed by the late Surprize, and 
Warwick N himſelf ſo ſecure, 
in having the King his Priſoner, that 
he had diſbanded the beſt Part of 
his Troops. : 


Army. 
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Sir Robert Melli was ſent by the 
Forces in Lincolyſpire, 


Earl to raiſe 


whilſt he and Clarence did the ſame 


in other Counties. As Well. had 
great Intereſt in that County, he was 
don at the Head of a conſiderable 
The King hereupon was 
reſolved to attack him, before he 
had joined the other two; and ſo 
falling upon him, near Stanford, 
routed his whole Army, and put 
them to Flight, with the Slaughter 
of 10,000 of them, and Nells him- 
ſelf was taken and beheaded. This 
Action was called The Battle of Lije- 
Coat Field, from the Lincolnſh:ire-Mer 
throwing off their Coats, in order 
to run away the faſter. 

Warwick and Clarence, who had 
not yet compleated their Levies, 
were thunder-ſtruck at this Defeat, 
and hearing that the King was on 
the March to attack them, they had 
no other Courſe to take, but to re- 
tire into Fraxce, and there concert 
new Meaſures. Being arrived there, 
they waited on King Lew, who 

romiſed them a powerful Aid. But 
it was neceſſary alſo, that they 
ſhould enter into an Alliance with 
Queen Margaret, in order to reſtore 
Henry, as that would be the bel 
Pretence for dethroning Ed, 
And thus mutual Intereſt made the 
Queen and Warwick Friends, be- 
tween whom there had been before 
the greateſt Enmity. In the mean 
Time Edward, though he had In- 
telligence from the Duke of Bu. 
gundy of what was contriving againk 
him in France, took' very little No- 
tice of the Matter, but followed his 
Pleaſures, to which he was extremely 
addicted. 

Lewis having furniſhed the Earld 
Warwick with Money and Troops 
ſet Sail with the Duke of Clarence, 
and landed at Dartmouth, By tif 
Coming-in of the People, he ſoot 
found his Army increaſed to 60,070 
He forthwith proclaimed Tien 1 


and marched.in Purſuit of Edward, 
who fled before him, and with great 
Difficulty embarked, 'and took Re- 
fugs in Holland.” The two Chiefs 
entered London in Triumph, the Be- 
ginning of October, 1470; and the 
Earl of Warwick repairing to the 
Tower, releaſed King Henry, after a 
{ix Years Impriſonment, who was 
ſolemnly proclaimed, on the 14th, as 
again aſcending the Throne. Thus 
the Earl reſtared Heury, whom he had 
before depoſed' to ſet up Edward; 
and was, on theſe Accounts, com- 
monly called The King-Maker. 

A Parliament was now called, 
which met on Now. 20; and, ac- 
cording to the falutary Principle, 
by which we have ſeen that thoſe 
Aſſemblies” aRed, , alzvays fading 
with 1he Sttongeſt, voted Edward a 
Traitor and Ufurper, confiſcated all 
his Eſtate, and annulled all the Acts 
made in ud Reigñ. They alſo de- 
clared all thbſe to be Rebels and 
Traitors, who had borne Arms in 
Defence of Hawdrd's pretended 
Right. Thus chis Parliament undid 
ra that EdwarDPs Parliament had 

One. EN n — 
The Duke of Burgundy, to whom 
Edævard had "fled for Protection, 
after ſeveral Debates within himſelf, 
reſolved to aſſiſt him in regaming 
the Crown. Accordingly, having 
furniſhed him with ſome Ships, Mo- 
ney, and a ſmall Body of Men, Ed- 
ward ſet Sail from Vere, about the 
Middle of March, 1471, and landed 
at Ravenſpur in Yorzſhire, He was 
received bat” coldly at firſt, and 
therefore pretending he was only 
come to claim his own private Eſtate, 
he took only the Title of Duke of 
Pork, and ſolemnly owned Henry for 
his Sovereign, When he came to 
York, the Magiſtrates refuſed to open 
their Gates to him ; but the Peo- 
ple compelled them to it, upon his 


promiſing not to hurt the City, and 


that he would contiaue faithful to 
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King Henry. Though he ſtaid not 
long at York, his Army was greatl 
increaſed, and he reſolved to marc 
towards London. In the mean Time, 
the Earl of Warwick went and en- 
camped at Coventry, expecting the 
Duke of Clarence to come and join 
him with his Troops. But as £4- 
ward had, ſome Time ago, private- 
ly won over his Brother the Duke, 
who promiſed to defert Warawick, 
whenever he could do it with Ad- 
vantage, he was now as as 
his Word ; and the two Brothers 
joining their Forces, left Warwick 
hind, and marched directly for 
London; where Edward's Party pre- 
vailing, upon the News of his Ap- 
proach, the Inhabitants were deter- 
mined to receive him: And ſo he en- 
tered the City on the 11th of April, 
amidft the load Acclamations of the 
People; and Henny, after a ſeven 
Months Phantom of a Reign, was 


' ſent again to the Tower. 


Thus Edward was again on the 
Throne, but he could not be ſaid 
to be eſtabliſhed, whilſt the Earl of 
Warwick remained unſubdued. Two 
Days after his coming to London, he 
put himſelf at the Head of his Ar- 
my, and advanced to meet the Earl, 
who was marching towards London, 
and come as far as S:. Alban 3. Both 
Armies continuing their March, 
they met each other at Barnet. 
Here a 5 Battle was fought 
on April 14th, being Eafter-Day, 
Which "is, early in rhe her 
and continued till Noon, both Sides 
fighting with the greateſt Obſtinacy 
and Reſolution, till Warwict's Ar- 
my, overpowered by Numbers, was 
put to the Rout, great Numbers be- 
ing ſlain on the Spot, with the Earl 
himſelf, and the Marquiſs of Mon- 
tague his Brother. 

Queen Margaret, with Prince Eg- 
abard her Son, was Juſt arrived from 
France, This Princeſs, who had hi- 
therto ſhewn the utmoſt Firmneſs 
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of Mind amidſt all the Turns of For- 


tune, was ſo ſurprized at the News 


of this fatal Blow, that ſhe fell into 
a Swoon, and abandoning herſelf to 
Grief and Deſpair, took Sanctuary 
at the Abbey of Beaulieu in Hamp- 
fire. But the Duke of Somerſet, the 
Earl of Pembroke, and other Lords 
her Friends, perſnading her to try 


her Fortune once more, by putting 


the Prince of Wales her Son at the 
Head of an Army, ſhe conſented ; 
and thoſe Lords, in a very ſhort Time, 
got together a good Number of 


Troops, which being joined by the 


ſcattered Remains of the Earl of 
I -arwick's, made up no inconſidera- 
Ws, Body The King, being tho- 
roughly acquainted with theſe Pro- 
ceedings, loſt no Time, but reſolved 
to attack them before the Earl of 
Pembroke ſhould join them with the 


Troops he had been raiſing in Wales, 


And ſo coming up with them at 
Tewkeſbury, where they had intrench- 
ed themſelves in Haſte, eighteen Days 
after the Battle of Barnet, he en- 
tered their Camp, and entirely rout- 
ed them with a terrible Slaughter. 
The Queen, the Prince of Vales, 
and the Duke of Somerſet, were 
taken. The laſt was beheaded, The 
Prince, then eighteen Vears old, was 
ſtabbed to Death in cool Blood, by 
the Dukes of Clarence and e 
the Earl of Dorſet, and the Lord 


| Haſtings ; at leaſt, in their Preſence. 


And Queen Margaret was impriſoned 
in the Tower, where ſhe remained 
till, in 1475, ſhe was ranſomed by 
Leapis XI. for 50, ooo Crowns. 

The Battle of Tew#e/ury, which 
was the twelfth in the Quarrel be- 
tween the Two Roſes, was ſoun fol- 
lowed by the Murder of the unfor- 
tunate King Heury VI. in the goth 
Year of his Age. Edward thinkin 
be ſhould never be at Peace, whil 
that Prince was alive, reſolved at 
laſt to ſacrifice him, innocent as he 
was, to his own Security. The 


Duke of Gloucefter, Edudre's Bro. 
ther, a Man of a cruel and bloody 
Diſpoſition, undertook to diſpatch 


him, and, it is ſaid; ſtabbed him 


with his own Hand in the Toter. 
His Body was butied.in the Abbey 
of Chert/ey,. but afterwards removed 
to Windſor. LA bel 

Jaſper. Tudor, Earl of Pembroſe, 
hearing of the Defeat at Tewteſbuy, 
and thinking it in vain any longer 
to oppoſe King Edvard, difwiſted 
his Troops, and ftaid' ſome Time 


with the Earl of Richmond his Ne. 


phew, in Wales,” where they had 
great Intereſt and Credit. But Ed. 
award making uſe of all his Arts to 
get them ſeized, or made away with, 
they embarked for France ; and be- 
ing drove on the Coaſt of Bretagne, 
were detained there by the Duke. 
The Earl of Richmond being the 
only Prince that was left of the 
Houſe of Lancafter, who could lay 
any Claim to the Crown, King 
Edward was very preſſing in de- 
manding him of the Duke of Bre- 
tagne; Who at firſt refuſed, and 
at length delivered him to the Eng- 
liſþ Ambaſſadors: But knowing Ea. 
wward's Deſign was to ſacrifice him, 
he repented of what he had done, 
and got him out of the Ambaſſadors 
Hands again, juſt as they were go- 
ing to embark. Thus the Earl was 
preſerved by a Sort of Miracle, who 
was one Day to aſcend the Throne 
of England. 

King Edward, being now firmly 
eſtabliſhed on the Throne, ſpent a 
great Part of his Time in negoti- 
ating Truces and Alliances with fo- 
reign Princes and States; as the Kings 
of Scotland, Denmark, Caſtile, and 
Portugal; and in ſettling the Diffe- 


rences between the Engliſb and the 


Hanſe-Towns ; which was at laſt hap- 


pily effected. 


Lewis XI. being at War with the 
Duke of Burgundy, offered King E. 
quard a Trace, leſt he ſhould ou 
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the ſaid Duke: And Edward con- 
ſented to it, only till the State of 
his Kingdom would permit him to 
be revenged on Lewis, for aſſiſt- 
ing Queen Margaret. 
a Truce being concluded between 


Lewis and the Duke, the latter em- 
ployed his Arms to enlarge his Do- 


minions on the Side of Germany. 
Burt Lewis did all he could under- 


hand to obſtruct him in his Deſigns. 


This put him upon entering into 
an Alliance with King Edward, in 
order-jointly to carry the War into 


France; which was what Edward 


wanted, and was now in a Condition 


to undertake. Accordingly he paſſed 


over with his Army into France, in 
1475. But the Duke of Burgundy 


(whoſe Deſign, it is likely, was only 
to cauſe Zdward to make a Diver- 


ſion in France, in order to prevent 
Lewis from interrupting his Projects 
in Germany) not joining him, as he 
had promiſed, and the Conſtable of 
67. Paul, who had promiſed” to de- 
liver him up Sr. Quentin, not be- 
ing as good as his Word, Edward 
thought fit to conſent to a Peace, 
of which Lewis made the firſt Of- 
fers, and which was concluded be- 
tween the two Monarchs, by Pleni- 
potentiaries at Amzens, and ſworn to at 
an Interview between them, on the 
Bridge of Pequigny. And fo Ed. 
ward, after all his great Preparati-- 
ons, returned to England, without 
doing any Thing at all. But this 
was, in a great Meaſure, owing to 
the rich Preſents Lewis beſtowed on 
Edward's principal Courtiers, and 
the Penfions he privately aſſigned 
them, And the ſame Thing hindered 
him from interpoſing in the Affairs 
of France, when the Good of Eng- 
land, and of all Europe, required it, 
upon Leavis's ſeizing a great Part 
of the Burgundy Dominions, and en- 
deavouring to get Poſſeſſion of the 


reſt, after the Dake?: Death, in Pre- : 


judice of his Daughter and Heireſs, 


At length 
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Maria, who was afterwards married 
to Maximilian of Auſtria, Son to 
the Emperor Frederick. 

The King, not content with his 
Severity againſt the Chiefs of the 


75 Party, and even thoſe 


of a lower Rank, in executing, im- 8 


moderately fining, impriſoning and 
baniſhing great 
compleated the Tragedy in the Vear 


1478, by the Death of his o-] n n 


Brother, the Duke of Clarence. The 
King was never heartily reconciled 
to him for joining with the Earl of 
Warwick to dethrone him, though 
he was afterwards the chief Means 


of his reaſcending the Throne; and 


accordingly he neglected him as 
much as ever. The Duke was 
haughty and ambitious, and at the 
ſame Time haſty and paſſionate, and 
too free and unguarded in his Ex- 
preſſions. He would often make 
ſevere Reflections on the King, and 
among other Things, it is ſaid, he 
hinted that he was a Baſtard, Be 
that as it will, he had made the 
Queen his Enemy, and the Duke 
of Gloucefter, who was choſe and re- 
ſerved, and ſtuck at nothing to come 
to the main Point he had in View, 
which was no leſs than the Crown, 
joining with her and the reſt of 
Clarence's Enemies, ſpared no Pains 
in giving the King an ill Opinion 
of him, as a Perſon dangerous to 
his Crown and Life. At laſt his 
Death was reſolved on, the Manner 
of which was ſomewhat extraordi- 
nary ; for he is ſaid. to have been 
drowned in a Butt of Malmſey Wine. 
Edward, inſtead of aſſiſting Maxi- 


- milian of Auftria, who was endea- 


vouring to recover the Burgundy 
Dominions, ſuffered himſelf to be 
abuſed and managed by the King 
of France, or rather by his own 
Miniſters whom Levis had bribed ; 
and having now no Inclination for 
War, devoted himſelf wholly to his 
Pleaſures, which were ſo profuſe, 

V that 


umbers of them, 
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nſive, than 


that they were more expe 

War itſelf; and dot” big 8p ex- 
torting Money from his Subjects by 
very cruel Methods. : 


milian, till he had clandeſtinely pre- 
vailed on the Scots to break the 
Truce with England; which they 


did in 1481, and made an Irruption 


into the Borders, which came to no 
more than the carrying off ſome 
Booty. However, the Duke of 
Gloucefter marched with an Army 
into Scotland, and proceeded as far 
as Edinburgh; where having obliged 
King James to keep the Truce, and. 
to reſtore. Beravick, which Queen 
Margaret had given up, there was 
an End of this Aﬀair. It muſt be 
obſerved, that James III. hated by 
his People and eſpecially by the 
Nobility, for his tyrannical Pro- 
ceedings, had of his own Head, or 
by the ſole Advice of his odious 
Fayourites, broken the Truce with 
England; but all at the private In- 
ſtigation of the King of France. 

This Treachery of Lewis opened 
Edward's Eyes, and made him re- 
folve on a War with France, after 
he had let many fair Opportunities 
ſlip. Beſides, the French King had, 
ever ſince the Treaty of Amiens, 
artfully ſhifted off the Marriage of 
the Dauphin with the Princeſs Eli- 
zabeth, eldeſt Daughter of Edward, 
which was one of the Articles of 
that Treaty; and now he at laſt 
managed Matters ſo dexterouſly with 
the Flemings, that he married him 
to Margaret, Daughter of Maximi- 
lian 24 Maria, againſt the Will of 
her Father. Edward, enraged at 
baying Fen thus impoſed upon, was 
fully bent on the War, how little 
Likelihood ſoever there was of Suc- 
- ceſs, in the Circumſtances he was in 
at this Time. But in the Midft of 
his Preparations, Death put an End 
to all his Projects. He was ſeized 


with a violent Fever, moſt robably 


the Effect of a Surfeit, which car. 

ried him off, on the gth of April, 
7 13483, in the forty-ſecond Year of 

Lewis continued to amuſe Ed. 

ward, leſt he ſhould join with Mari. 


his Age, and twenty-third of his 
Reign. . 

His good Fortune may be ad- 
mired, if we conſider in what Cir. 
cumſtances he obtained the Crown, 
and recovered it after he had loſt it, 
and that he was victorious in every 
Battle he fought in Perſon. But he 
is blamed by all for his Cruelty, in 
cauſing ſo many to be executed, after 
he had taken them in Battle, and 
the Breach of Faith he was ſome- 
times guilty of on theſe Occaſions. 
And the Murder of King Henry, and 
the Prince of Wales his Son, as well 
as of his own Brother, the Duke of 
Clarence, can never be thought of 
without Horror, however it may be 
juſtified by Reaſons of State, in 
which Honour and Conſcience are 
ſeldom regarded. At his Acceſſion 
to the Throne, he was one of the 
handſomeſt Men in England, per- 
haps in Europe. He had a noble 
Mien, a free and affable Deport- 
ment, and an undaunted Courage: 
Which, Qualities, joined together, 
gained him ſuch Love and Eſteem 
among the People, as very much 
contributed to his Succeſs, All a- 
gree that he was exceſſively addicted 
to his Pleaſures. He had a great 
many Miſtreſſes, among whom was 

ane Shore, Wife to a Citizen of 
London. Of his three chief Miſtreſſes 
he ſaid, that one wvas the merrief, 
(meaning Fane Shore) another the 
evittieft, and the third the holie/? Mo- 
man in the World, becauſe ſhe would 
never flir out of the Church, but 
when he ſent for her. He had how- 


ever no more than two natural Chil- 
dren, which were by Elizabeth Luc; 
Arthur, created Viſcount LI, by 
Henry VIII. and Elizabeth, Wife of 
Thomas Lumley. | 


Buy his Queen, Elixabetb, he had 
a three 
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three Sons and eight Daughters, of 


whom, one Son and two Daughters 
died in their Infancy. His Sons, 
who ſurvived him, were Eduard, 
Prince of Wales, who ſucceeded: 
him, and Richard, Duke of York; 
His ſurviving Daughters were, Eli- 
-abeth, who had been contracted to 
the Dauphin, and was Vue mar- 
ried to King Henry MI. Ciceley, 
betrothed to the Prince of Scorland, 
afterwards . the Wife of the Lord 
Iells : Anne, who was. contracted 
to Philip, Son of Maximilian of 


Auſtria and Maria of Burgundy ; | 


but that Match not ſucceeding, ſhe, 
marridd Thomas Howard, Duke of 
Norfolk: Bridget, who was a Nun: 
Mary, who was promiſed to the 
King of Denmark, but died before 


| 
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her Marriage: And Catharine, whoſe 


Huſband was William Courtney, Earl 
of Devonſhire, 


In Praiſe of King Zaruard, it 
muſt be ſaid, that he was a great 


Sa er of Trade, partic ben 
of the Woollen Manufacture. He 
was interred at Viadſir, in the Col. 


legiate Chapel, begun by him, and 


finiſhed by the Lord Reginald Bray. 
Several Men, famous in their Pro- 
feſſions, flouriſhed in his Reign, par- 


"ticularly Themas Litileton, Judge of 


the Common-Pleas, and Jobn For- 
teſcue, judge, and Chancellor of 
England, In the laſt Year of King 


Edward, Thomas Parr was born in 


Shropſhire, whom we ſhall hereafter 
find remarkable for his great Age, 
in the Reign of King Charles I. 
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HIS Prince was about 12 

Years old, when his Father 

. Edward IV. died; upon 
which he was immediately proclaim- 
ed King, though he was never crown- 
ed. He bore the Royal Title but 
for a very ſhort Time, no more 
than two Months, and 12 Days; 
which can ſcarce be called a Reign, 
as it was wholly taken up with the 
Artifices of his Uncle, the Duke of 
' Gloucefter, to deprive him of the 
Crown, and place it upon his own 
Head; in which he but too well 
ſucceeded, through. ſuch a Series 
of artful Wiles and eunning Diſſimu- 
lation, and ſuch horrid 
Cruelty and Injuſtice, as can ſcarce 
be parallelled. Though he ſo ſoon 
arrived at the Point his Ambition 
had = View, Be he 3 cau- 
tiouſly, opening nmie egrees, 
and — —2 moſt ruſty Con- 


fidents into the Secret of his grand 


Deſign, till Matters were ripe to put 
it in Execution. 


The State of the Court before, 


iolence, 


"ings, Who wers hearty Friends to 
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and at young Edward's Acceſſion, 
tended very much to forward the 
Duke of Glouceſter's Project. The 

veen, by her Influence over the 
late King, had got all her Relations 
and Favourites promoted to Titles 
and Honours, which occaſioned the 
invidious Diſtinction between the old 
and the new Nobility. The latter 
bore all the Sway at Court, and the 


former were by Degrees, as it were, * tu 
baniſhed from thence ; all, except of * 
Henry Stafford Duke of Buckinghon, 1 


the Lord Stanley, and the Lord Haf- gether 


done. 
langue 


taking 


Edward IV. eſpecially the two lat- 
ter, though they had no Reſpect for 
the Queen, The Duke of G/ouce//:r, 


to keep fair with both Parties, in his rw 4 
Brother's Life-Time, publickly made Ne 
his Court to the Queen, but in pri- be wg 

. © 1 . * r Bre 
vate joined with the old Nobility, Accorc 
particularly Buckingham, Stanley, and preſent 


Haſtings. 

Immediately, upon Edwar!'s 
Death, a Contention aroſe between 
the two Parties, which ſhould be 


Inexpe 
ſequen 
takin g 


the Je 


Maſters 
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Maſters of the young King's Perſon, 
and conſequently of the Govern- 
ment. The Queen, in order to ſe- 
cure her Power, was for keeping 
him in her and io 
Hands; and the antient. Nobility 
were for reſcuing him/from them, 
that by that Means they —_ 
move the Queen and her Relations 
from the Government. The young 
King was then at Ludlow with Au- 
tha Woodwille, Earl of (Rivers, the 


Queen's Brother, whom: the late 


King had appointed his Governor. 
The Queen, jealous of the Deſigns 
of her Enemies, had wrote to him 
to raiſe a Body of Forces for con- 
ducting the ' new King ſafe to Lon- 
don, in order to be crowned. The 
Duke of Gloucefter being then at 
York, Buckingham and Haſtings ſent 
to him immediately, to acquaint 
him with the King's. Death, and 
the Queen's ploy was earneſtly 
prefing him to take Meaſures for 
getting the young King into his 
Hands, for that the Government of 
the Realm rightly belonged to him, 
during the Minority. it appears 
9 by every Step of the 

uke of Glouceſter, that from this 
Time, if not before, he deſigned to 
aſcend the Throne, in Prejudice of 
his two Nephews. He wrote back, 
deſiring the two Lords, with others 
of their Friends, to meet him at 
Northampton, in order to confer to- 
gether of what was proper to be 
done. Here Gl/oucefler having ha- 
rangued them upon the Neceſſity of 
taking the King from his Mother 
and her Relations, it was agreed 
that he ſhould try to perſuade the 
Queen to order the Earl of Rivers, 


her Brother, to diſpand his Forces. 


Accordingly he found Means to re- 
preſent to her in ſuch Manner the 
Inexpediency and dangerous Con- 
equences of the Meaſure ſhe was 
taking, and how it would excite 
the Jealouſy of the Nation, that ſhe 


her Relations 


was prevailed on to write to her 
Brother to diſmiſs his Troops; which 
he did, and ſet out with the King 


for London, attended only with his 


Domeſticks. 


When they came near North- 


ampton, the Dukes of Glouceſter and 
Buclingbam, who had brought a 
Number of armed Men into the 
Town, went out to meet the King, 
and po him all the ReſpeR due 
to his Dignity. They alſo very 
much careſſed the Earl of Rivers, 
till, the Scheme they had formed for 
that Purpoſe ſucceeding; they cauſed 
him to be arreſted, together with 
the Lord Grey, the Queen's Son by 
her former Huſband, Sir Thomas 
Vaughan, and Sir Richard Hawſe, 
and ſent them Priſoners to Ponte- 
fra, under the Cuſtody of Sir Ri- 
chard Ratcliff the Governor, who 
ſhortly after, by the Duke of Glog- 


cefler's Order, cauſed them to be 


beheaded. 3 

Having got the King into their 
Hands, they conducted him to Lon- 
don, paying him all due Reſpect as 
they paſſed along. He entered the 
City, on the 4th of May, amidſt the 


loud Acclamations of the People, at- 


tended by a great many Lords, the 
Duke of Glouceſter riding before him 
bare-headed ; after which he was 
lodged in the Biſhop's Palace. Then 
the Duke, inſtead of a Parhament, 
whoſe Buſineſs it was, ſummoned a 
great Council to ſettle the Govern- 
ment during the King's Minority ; 
which — chiefly of the old 
Nobility, and the Duke's Friends, 
ſoon declared him Prozefor both of 
the King and Kingdom. 

The Queen, upon hearing what 
paſſed at Northampton, had taken 
Sanctuary, with the Duke of York, 
her other Son, about ning Years old, 


and the reſt of her Family, in Ven- 


minſter- Abbey. T he Protector could 
not proceed to his grand. Deſign, 
without .getting the young' Duke 
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fo into his Hands; which he did 
b Means of the Cardinal Arch- 
iſhop of Canterbury, who was ſent 
d perſuade the Queen to deliver 
im up. She at firſt refuſed; being . 
juſtly apprehenſive of the Protector's 
Jeſigns ; but, at laſt, being told 
that Force would be made uſe of, 
if ſhe did not comply, ſhe parted 


with him, after the tendereſt Careſ- 


ſes, never to him more. Upon 
dieb of him, the Protector ran to 
im and embraced him, feigning 
the utmoſt Affection, and brought 
him to the King, who was overjoyed 
Bis his Brother. Soon after, he 
ged them both in the Tower, from 
whence the Kings uſed formerly to 
proceed to their Coronation, 
The Duke of Glouceſſer now 
thought himſelf in a Condition to 
urſue the main Project of his Am- 
bition, and of Protector to make 
himſelf, King. To this End, he 
communicated his Thoughts, firſt to 
the Duke of Buckingham, who came 
readily into the Detign, and puſhed 
it on as heartily as the Protector 
himſelf. Some other truſty Friends 
were let into the Secret, and held 
frequent Conſultations about it with 
the Duke. The Lords Haſtings 


and Stanley were not of this Num- 


ber, though they had hitherto joined 
with the Duke, not thinking he de- 
ſigned to proceed any farther. Haſ. 
tings, in particular, had hitherto 
been very ſerviceable to him; but 
as he was known to have a great 
Affection for the late King's Chil- 
dren, though he hated the frog it 
was reſolved, either to win him over, 
or to diſpatch him out of the Way. 
One Cate/by, a Confident of his, was 
employed to ſound him, as it were 
at a Diſtance, by occaſionally intro- 
ducing a Diſcourſe about State-Af- 
fairs, and · then telling him how Peo- 
ple talked; of the Duke of Glou- 
ceſter's Right to the Crown, upon a 
Report 
1 
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that TLazbard IV. himſelf, 


and all his Children, were illegiti. 8 
mate; for the Protector, by his 5 
Emiſſaries, had taken Care to lpread w 
ſuch a Report. Haſtings, not ſuſpet. 1 
ing Cateſby," diſcovered to him his | 
whole Mind, and expreſſed himſelf 5 
with the utmoſt Warmth in favour | 
of Edward”s Children. Carzefty be- 1 
trayed him, and ſo his Death was 
reſolved on. 8 1 
The Protector had all this while 5 
made Shew of preparing for the H 
King's Coronation, and to that End 8 
had appointed a particular Council, " 
under Pretence of regulating Matters "gh 
relating to that Solemnity, which (n 
was firſt fixed to the 22d of June, a 
and then on divers Pretences put of A 
to the 2d of Nowember ; for, at the al 
ſame Time, he had another Coun- _ 
cil, conſiſting of none but his Crea- th 
tures, whoſe ſole Buſineſs it was to þ 
conſult Means for deferring the Co- ha 
ronation, and advancing the Pro: th 
tector to the Throne. The main Fe. 
Thing was to give ſome plauſible * 
Colour to his Pretenſions among the wi 
People. To this End, as has bcen De 
ſaid, Edward IVth's Children wee "Vs 
all to be deemed Baſtards, on Pre- of 
tence of his being engaged in a Mar- 111 
riage- Contract with another Lady, inf 
before he eſpouſed Elizabeth II cod. 47 
wille. And left this ſhould not take, tell 
it was to be given out, and Proots 1 
pretended, ſuch as they were, that * 
the late King, and Duke of Clarence, W. 
were the Offspring of the Duchels ls 
of York's unlawful Amours, and that Nu 
the Dukeiof Glauceſter was her only and 
Son by her Huſband! the Duke of 7 
orb. Theſe Things were, by the for 
Direction of the Protector and his the 
Council, firſt rumoured aut, by (ha 
Means of Cateſiy, and ſuch like dim 
truſty Emiſſaries. 1 eſca 
The Lord Haſtings, all this whit, Ho 
knew nothing of Cateſiy's 1% wit 
chery. And ſo he came without 


any Fear to the Council, which (ne 
Protector had aſſembled in the Ln 


on the 13th of June, on purpoſe to 
get him diſpatched. The Protector 
came in at Nine in the Morning, very 
chearful and complaiſant to all the 
Lords. Then he withdrew, and 
about an Hour after returned, biting 
his Lips, and knitting his Brows, 
as if ſome great Matter diſturbed 
him. He was filent a-while, and 
at laſt broke out on a Sudden, and 
aſked them, What they deſerved who 
had plotted againſt his Life ? Lord 
Haſtings made Anſwer, that They 
ought to be puniſhed as Traitors. Well 


then, rephied the Protector, ze 7s 


that Sorcereſs, my Sifter-in-Lana, 
(meaning the ueen) and her Ac- 
complices. Then ſtripping his Left 
Arm, and ſhewing it to the Council, 
almoſt withered and dried up (tho? 
every one knew it had been long m 
that Condition) he ſaid, See wwhat 


that Sorcereſs, and Shore's Wife, 


have done by their Witchcrafis ; and 
they <would have done the ſame to 


the reſt of my Body, if God's Mercy 


had not prevented them. Haſtings, 
who kept Jane Shore after Edward's 
Death, being concerned at hearing 
her accuſed, ſaid, IF rhey are guil'y 
of ſuch a Crime, they ought to be 
puniſhed, What, ſays the Protector, 
inſtantly raiſing his Voice, dof? thou 
anſwer me with If's and And's? 1 
tell thee, they have plotted againſt 
my Life, and thou thyſelf art acceſſa 

to their Crime, As he ſpoke theſe 
Words, he ſtruck the Table twice 
with his Hand, and preſently a 
Number of armed Men ruſhed in, 
and the Protector arreſted Haſtings 
for High-Treaſon. In the Confu- 
fion, one of the Soldiers ſtruck at 
the Lord Stanley with a Battle-Ax 
(having Orders, it is likely, to kill 


him, as it were by Chance.) But he 


eſcaped by getting under the Table. 


However he was arreſted, together 


with the Archbiſhop of York, and 
the Biſhop of Eh, they being all 
three firmly. attached- to the young 
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King. The Protector was ſo im- 
patient to have Haſtings executed, 
that he ſwore he would not dine, till 
he had ſeen it done. Accordingly he 
was beheaded on a Log of Wood, 
before the Tower-Chapel, there not 
being Time to erect a Scaffold. It 
is remarked, that he ſuffered on the 
ſame Day and Hour, that the Lords 
and the two Knights at Pontefract 
were beheaded, to whoſe Death he 
had but too readily conſented, 
Fane Shore was brought before 
the Council, as an Accomplice with 
Lord Haſtings ; where ſhe pleaded 
her Cauſe ſo well, that they did not 
think fit to condemn her. However, 
ſhe was proſecuted in the Biſhop's 
Court for Incontinence, in leaving 
her Huſband to live with other Men. 
And ſo ſhe was condemned to do 
open Penance in St. Paul's Church, 
in a White-Sheet, with a Wax Taper 
in her Hand; which ſhe accordiogly 
did, beſore all the People. | 


The King's Friends being all 


dead, or in Priſon, or effectually ter- 
rified by the late ſevere Proceed- 
ings ; the Protector and Buckingham 
deemed this to be the Criſis for put- 
ting their Deſign in Execution. Ac- 


cordingly they cauſed to be ſpread, 


more than ever, the Illegitimacy of 
Edward's Children, and of Edward 
himſelf. And the Protector having 
before gained Sir Zdmund Shaw, 
Mayor of London, he got his Bro- 
ther, Dr. John Shaw, a popular 


City-Preacher,to preach a Sermon at 


St. Paul's Cre; on the Subject, from 
the Apocryphal Text, Baſtard Slips 
ſhall take no deep Root. But all that 
was got by this, was, that the 
Preacher was ever after deſpiſed for 
his Pains, 

However, to loſe no Time, as the 
principal Point was to gain the Cj- 


tizens, the Duke of Buckingham, in 


an eloquent Speech, harangued the 
Mayor, Aldermen, Common-Coun- 
ci] and principal Citizens, who were 

my ordered 
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ordered to meet at Gui/d-Hall for 
that Purpoſe. He enlarged on the 
Obje&ions againſt Edward's Chil- 
dren, and the noble Qualities of the 
Duke of Glouceſter, as the only legiti- 
mate Son of the Duke of 70r4, whom 
he recommended for their King, and 
in the End defired them to declare 
their Minds. Every one ſtood a- 
mazed, and there was a profound 
Silence. The Duke repeated the 
Senſe of his Speech in other Words, 


but it had no better Effect; till the 


Recorder was ordered to ſpeak to 
the People, which he did, though 
much againſt his Will. He only re- 
peated the Subſtance of the Duke's 
Speech, and the Duke concluded 
with demanding their poſitive An- 
ſwer, whether they would have the 
Duke of Glouctſter for their King or 
no? Upon this, there was a confuſed 
Murmur, and it was uncertain, whe- 
ther the People ſaid Yea or No; 
when ſome of the Duke's Servants 


EDWARD. v. 


preſſing in, cried out, Long live Ki 


ichard : Who being | joined 
ſome Citizens, that — bribed 2 
the Rabble without Doors, the Cry 

rew pretty ſtrong, King Richard“ 


King Richard! Then the Duke of 
Buckingham, affecting to take it for 


granted, that this was the Senſe of 
all the People, went the next Day 
with the Mayor, Aldermen and 
others of the Cabal, to the Protector, 


to offer him the Crown. He ap- 


pooted exceedingly ſurprized, as if 
e had known nothing of what had 
paſſed, and feigned a great Reluc- 


tance againſt complying with their 
Requeſt ; but, at laſt, ſuffered him- 


ſelf to be prevailed upon, and, on 
June 19, accepted the Crown, as if 
it were at the Deſire of all the Peo- 
ple of Eng and. 

Thus ended the Farce, to the 
great Grief of all worthy Citizens 
and honeſt Men; who yet did not 
dare openly to expreſs their Concern. 


Earn 


CT a ns ei Sa” 


RICHARD 


RICHARD II. 


HE Duke of Glouceſter ha- 
ving thus accompliſhed the 
End he had in View, was 


proclaimed King on the 2oth of 
June, 1483, by the Name of Richard 


III. and was ſolemnly crowned, to- 


gether with his Queen, on the 6th of 
the following Month. In the mean 
Time, he appointed the Lord John 
Howard Earl Marſhal, and created 
him Duke of 1 his Son Tho- 
mas Howard, Earl of Surrey; William 
Berkley, Earl of Nottingham, and the 
Lord Lowel, one of his chief Confi- 
dents, Viſcount TLovel, on whom 
he likewiſe conferred the Office of 
Chamberlain. He alſo releaſed from 
Confinement, the Archbiſhop of 
York, and the Lord Stanley; and 
w_ Dr. Morton, Biſhop of Eh, 
out of the Toaver, committed him to 
the Cuſtody of the Duke of Bucking- 
bam, who ſent him to Brecknock- 
Cofile in Wales, 15 
Richard enjoyed the Crown, which 
be had obtained by ſuch unjuſt and 
cruel Methods, but two Years and 


—— 


ſurnam d Crook-Back. 5 


two Months; which whole Time 
was ſpent by him, in contriving Me- 
thods to ſupport himſelf on the 
Throne; and by his Enemies, in 
Plots and Conſpiracies to pull him 
down; in which they at laſt ſuc- 
ceeded, and at the ſame Time de- 
prived him both of his Crown and 
Life. | 
As he could not think himſelf 
ſafe, whilſt his two Nephews, the 
young King and his Brother theDuke 
of York, were yet living, he reſolved 
on the wicked Expedient of diſpatch- 
ing them out of the Way ; which 
was accordingly done ſoon after his. 
Coronation. The two innocent 
Children were till in the Toxyer, the 
Government of which he had giyen 
to Sir Robert. Brackenbury, one of 
his Creatures. He choſe to. be ab- 
ſent from London whilſt the helliſh 
Deſign was executed, that he might 
be the leſs ſuſpected; and ſo ſet out 
with the Duke of Buckingham, to 
viſit ſeveral Counties. Being come 
to Glouceſter, he ſent expreſs: Orders 
| to 
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to Brackenbury, to put the two 
young Princes to Death. Bracken- 


bury, more conſcientious than Ri- 
chard imagined, humbly defired to 


be excuſed. Upon which he ſent 
him a written Order, by Sir James 
Hrrel, requiring him to deliver up, 

to the ſaid Hrrel, the Keys and S- 


vernment of the Tower for one 
Night only. Bractenbury obeyed ; 
and Tyrrel brought in two Ruffians, 
Miles Foreft, and John Dighton, 
whom he had hired to perpetrate 
the horrid Fat. In the Dead of 
the Night, when the Princes were 
aſleep, they entered the Chamber, 
and ruſhing upon them, ſtifled them 
both in their Bed, and then buried. 
them under a little Stair-Caſe. This 
Hrrel confeſſed; who was executed 
in the next Reign. In 1674, ſome 
Bones. were found there, ſuppoſed 
to be theirs, which Charles II. 
cauſed to be put in a Marble-Urn, 
and removed to Weftminſter- Abbey. 
From Glouce/ter, King Richard ſet 
out for the Nerth, to quell ſome 
Diſorders in thoſe Parts ; and com- 
ing to York, was crowned there a 
ſecond Time, in the Beginning of 
| September. At the ſame Time, he 
reated Edward his Son Prince of 
ales, who was then ten Years old. 
Having got rid of his Nephews, 
and taken Meaſures for renewin 
the foreign Alljances, and endea- 
youred to make thoſe his Friends 
whom he moſt ſuſpected, by giving 
them conſiderable Poſts at Em- 
ployments, . particularly the Office 
of Lord-Steward of the Houſhold, 
to the Lord Szanley, (who had mar- 
ried Margaret, Counteſs of Rich- 
mond, Mother to the Earl, who was 
ſtill in Bretagne ;) Richard now 


RICHARD I. 


had been the chief Inſtrument in 
pacing FRE on the Throne, was 
at the Head of this Conſpiracy. He 
thought himſelf negleQed by Ri. 


"chard, or, at leaſt, not rewarded in 
Proportion to the Service he had 
done him. It is ſaid, the King had 


broke” his Word with him, with 


regard to ſome Lands he had pro- 


miſed to give him. However, he 
retired from Court, exceedin gly dl. 
guſted, meditating nothing but Re. 
venge, 1 to concert 
Meaſures with Morton, Biſhop of 
Ely, his Priſoner in Walcs, how to 
dethrone the Uſurper, whom he 
had ſo lately ſet up. After ſeveral 
Conferences, and thorouphly under. 
ſtanding one another, the Scheme 
they fixed upon, was to ſet Henry 
Earl of Richmond on the Throne, 
In this Project, they were ſure of 
baving all the Friends of the Houſe 
of Lancaſler on their Side, Henry 
being the only Relick of that Fa- 
mily, as has been obſerved. Andin 
order to engage the Yorkifts, it was 
thought neceſfary, that Henry ſhould 
5 to marry the Princeſs Elixa- 
el h, eldeſt Daughter of Edward IV. 
Matters being thus concerted, the 
firſt Step that was taken, was, by 
a truſty 
Counteſs of Nichmond with their 
Deſign ; who came heartily into it, 
and found Means. privately to im- 
Part it to the Queen-Dowager, in 
er Sanctuary, who readily gave 
her Conſent, that Henry ſhould mar- 
ry her Daughter. This done, they 
each of them engaged their moſt 
faithful Friends in the Plot, and 
theſe drew in others ; which, indeed, 
was no hard Matter, as the Uſurper 
was univerſally hated by the Na- 


eſſenger, to acquaint the 


thought himſelf very ſecure: But at tion. The Counteſs then ſent two 
this very Time, a Conſpiracy was truſty Perſons into Bretagne, to in- 
forming, which, though it proved form the Earl her Son of what was 
-unſucceſsful at firſt, in the End com- doing in his Favour, and to invite 
pleated his Ruin. dim over. His Condition ther? 


| The Duke of Brckingham, who ſeemed not very promiſing for ſuch 
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an Undertaking. . But upon the 
Doke of Bretagnes promifing to 
abt him, he ſent Word to the 
Counteſs his Mother, that he ſhould 
de ready to come over in October. 
Though the Conſpirators took all 
imaginable Care to conceal them- 
ſelves, yet Richard had ſome confuſed 
Intimations of a Plot, and beginning 
to ſuſpect the Duke of Buckingham, 
ordered him to Court; but he per- 
emptorily refuſed to come, declared 
againſt the King, and took up Arms, 
drawing together the Forces, he and 
his Adherents had privately lifted in 
allt, and marching towards the 


Meſfern Counties, in order to join 


his Friends who were ready to riſe 
there, and where the Earl of Rich- 
nnd deſigned to land. But the Duke 
being ſtopped in his Paſſage by a 
cradle Inundation of the Severn, 
which laſted ſix Days, his whole Ar- 
my diſperſed, and he being left with 
oaly one Servant, went and concealed 
himſelf in the Houſe of one Baxi- 
er, to whom both he and his Fa- 
ther had been great Benefactors. 
Nevertheleſs, upon Richard's pub- 
lining a Proclamation, —_— a 
very great Reward for apprehen ing 
bim, he was baſely betrayed by Ba- 
ifer to the Hipgh-Sheriff of Shrop- 
Hire, and ſoon after loſt his Head. 
About the ſame Time, the Earl of 
Richmond appeared on the Coaſt of 
England, and was like to have fallen 
into the Hands of his Enemies; but 
be luckily eſcaped, and failed back 
to Normandy, and from thence re- 
turned into Bretagne, to wait for a 
more fayourable Opportunity. In 
tie mean Time, Richard proceeded 
vith Severity againſt the Conſpira- 
tors, putting many of them to Death, 
and gave an. extraordinary Commiſ- 
ion to Sir Ralph Aſpton for that 
Purpoſe, Among others, Sir William 
Collingburn, a ili hire Gentleman, 
was hanged,. drawn and quattered, 
for abetting the Earl of Richmoid's 


Project, and for writing the follow 
ing ſatyrical Rhime, on Richard, 


and three of his Favourites: 


The Car, the Rat, and Level the Dog, © | 
Rule all England under a Heg. 17 
Alluding to Cateſßy, RatchF, and 
Lovwel, ng Dog 15 his 
Arms, as one of Richard's Support- 
ers was a Wild-Boar. But many, to 
eſcape the King's Severity, fled in- 
to Bretagne, to the Farl 
mond; among whom was Thomas 
Grey, Marquis of Dor/ez, Son to 
King Edward's Queen. if x 
e Storm being thus in Appear-' 
ance blown over, King Richard 
thought fit to call a Parliament; 
which meeting on Jantaty 23, 1484, 
and being wholly devoted to the 
King, made no Seruple to declare 
the Iſſue of Z#vward IV. illegiti- 
mate, to confirm Richard's irregular 
Election, and recognize his pre- 
tended Right to the Crown. Then 
they paſſed an Act of Attainder a- 
[ag the Earl of Richmond, and all 
is Adherents. But it was very 
2 for his Mother, the Coun- 
teſs, that nobody diſcovered ber 
having any Hand in the Plot. Af; 
ter all, ſeveral good Statutes were 
p_ by this Parliament, for the 
etter adminiſtering Juſtice, and for 
aboliſhing a late Impoſition, which 
had been practiſed in EAward TV this 
Reign, and had been vety grievous 
to the Subject, under the Name of 
a Benevolence, © eee 
This Year, the King, for his great- 
er Security, confirmed the Alliance 
with Portugal, and concluded a 
Truce with Scotland. But notwith< 
ſtanding all his Precautions, he was 
ſtill apprehenſive of freſh Trouble 
from the Earl of Richmond. And, 
indeed, that Prince had not relin- 
viſhed his Defign, notwithſtanding} 
the late Interruption it met with” - 
He had many Ezgliſb Lords now 
with him, who had eſcaped to Bre- 
tagne, after the late * 
4 an 


of Rich- 
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and aſſured him, that the Nation in 
eneral were his Friends ; and the 
uke of Breta 
tinue his Aſſiſtance. 
was ſoon in great Dan 
Duke being grown ol 
his Prime-M 
a very mean Extraftion, now go- 
verned all in his Name; and made 


But here he 
For the 


and infirm, 


himſelf ſo odious to the Nobility, 


and all the People of Bretagne, that 
to ſupport himſelf againft them, he 
ſou be foreign Aſſiſtance, and believ- 
ed he had a good Opportunity of re- 
ceiving it from King Richard, on 
Condition of delivering the Earl of 
Richmond into his Hands. Nothin 
could be more agreeable to Richard, 
and a Negotiation was actually car- 
ried on, between this hated King 
and equally hated Miniſter, for this 
Purpoſe, In the mean Time, the 
Earl knew nothing of all this: But 
the Biſhop of Zh, who had made his 
Eſcape,and, though abroad, had good 
Spies about Richard, advertiſed him 
of the Danger he was in. Upon 
which, with great Difficulty, he e- 
| ſcaped in Diſguiſe from Bretagne, and 
repaired to the Court of Charles VIII. 
Knig of France, who had ſucceeded 
his Father, Lewis XI. The gene- 
rous Duke of Bretagne was angry 
with his Minifter for giving the Earl 
any Cauſe of Uneaſineſs, and per- 
mitted all the Eagliſb to follow him. 
And not long after, Landais, -for all 
his inſolent Proceedings. met with his 
deſerved Reward on a Gibbet. The 
Earl was very civilly treated at the 
Court of Charles VIII. who at 
length promiſed him ſome Aſſiſtance, 
not ſo much out of Regard to him, 
as to cauſe new Troubles in England. 
Here, alſo, he had the Satisfaction 
to ſee the Earl of Oxferd come to 
him, who had been impriſoned by 
Edavard IV. in the Caftle of Ham- 
mes, in Piccardy, but had now pre- 
vailed on the Governor and Garriſon 
to declare for the Earl of Richmond. 


promiſed to con- 


iniſter, Landais, one of 


them. On the 6th of Auguſt, he land- 


RICHARD III. 


Richard had Intelligence, that 
ſomething was alſo contriving a. 
ainſt him in Exg/and, but could not 
iſcover by whom. After ſome Time, 
he found out, that what was carry. 
ing on in favour of the Earl, was | 
chiefly grounded on his having pro- 
miſed to marry the Princeſs Z/;za- | 
beth. 1 15 prevent him therefore, he 6 
reſolved to marry her himſelf. In : 
order to this, by various plauſible | 
Pretences, particularly by promiſing b 


to ſecure the Crown to the Princeis tl 
after his Death, as the Prince of A 
Wales was now dead, and he had no d 
other Child, he ſo wrought on the be 
Queen-Dowager, that ſhe delivered ek 
her five Daughters into his Hands. 
Then he took care to get rid of Au E: 
his Queen, Daughter of the great ce 
Earl of Warwick, either by cauſing ha 
her to die with Grief and Vexation üg 
by his ill Treatment, or by actually le 
poiſoning her. She would have been Wil 
more pitied, if ſhe had not married me 
the Murderer of her former Huſband, jCit 
who was Edward, Prince of Vall, vir 
Son to Henry VI. Richard now made oth; 
his Addreſſes to the Princeſs, his two 
Niece, but found her abſolutely in- Leic 
flexible. In the mean Time, as he fou 
grew every Day more odious, many Bar 
Lords and Gentlemen went over to ger ( 
the Earl of Richmond, and offered Sian 
him their Service: Others did the and | 
ſame, to avoid being facrificed to his Arm 
Suſpicions; and thofe who ſtaid at Figh 
home, waited only for an Opportu- pave 
nity to declare againſt him. Richard Cour 
had alſo impolitickly laid up bis eſpyi 
Fleet in the Spring, 1485, at which to att 
Time, he thought himſelf pretty ſe- Bran, 
cure from all Danger. Who 
All Circumſtances thus concur- * 7 
ad t-: 


ring, the Earl ſet fail from Harflur, 
on the 31ſt of Fuly, with only 2000 
Men, which France had lent him, 
rogether with the Ships to tranſport 


ed at Milford. Haven, and marching 
towards North-Wales, was joined Y 


Ss 


ONCuT- 
arfleut . 
y 2000 
t him, 
anſport 
1e land- 
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at on the very Morning 
before. it began, the 


Sir Rice ap Thomas, with a conſidera- It is ſaid;,t 
ble day oC MAE Troops... As She. the Battle, defork i 
Earl was of el Extraction, that. Des nes were ſound fixed on 
Country in general readily favoürec the Duke of 'A Hall's Tent-Door, 
bis Deſign: Ina few Days be dt. Ade was fin Best ler Rickard - 
rived at Shrewſbury,” where the Init rap.) of Wos bu nat fo bold; 
habitants preſently received bim, and s Dicken thy Maſter is Bought- and 
Sir George Talbor brought him an Aid | folds = 
of 2000 Men. The Lord 3 Sir Richard: Ratdiff was alſo flain ; 
and his Brother Sir William, raiſed and the .perfidious- Carty, being 
Forces; as if it had been for the King taken Priſoner, was executed at Lei- 
but had given private Aſſurance to chfỹ t. 
the Earl, chat they would join him Thus fell King Richard; aged a- 
at a proper Opportunity ; which they bout Who, excepti 
did, after thæ two Parties werevtens unjuſtiflable Methods to get and keep 
gaged, and Were by that Means the the Crown, may he teckonęd no bad 
chief Cauſe of che Eart's Succeſs. King. He tooß bare to ſuppreſs 
King Richard, having heard of the Viee, and promote-Sobriety and Vir- 
Earl's Landing, ordered all his For- tue, and had a great Regard to the 
ces to be drawn together at Norzing- due Adminiſtraiion of Juſtice, except 
ham, reſolving to go in Perſon and where his Crown was concerned. 
fight him. And the Earl being no Lord Ferulam ſays he was in mili- 
leſs defirous to decide the Quarret tary-Virtus r.. a good 
with one Blow, reſolved to go and Law-Maker. e founded the Col- 


meet Richard. In his March he was lege of Herald:, and made them a 


jcined by Sir "Walter Hungerford, Corporation. He was certathly en- 
vir Thomas Bourchier, and ſeveral dowed with 2 and Abilities, 
others, who deſerted the King. The which woul 


Leicefterſhirs, - and the Battle was applied. His bodndleſs Ambition 


* . on the 22d of 71 The made him aſpire to the Crown, and - 
ar 1 


of Richmond was at firſt in Dan- it was for the Sake of that only; that 
ger of being worſted; when the Lord he was guilty of all that Treachety, 


Sanlty joining him with 5606 Men, Diſſimulation and Cruelty, which 


and his Brothet with 2600, the King's juſtly renders his Memory deteſted. 


Army was entirely routed, after a He was really Croot-Bart'd, from 


Fight of two Hours, in which he whence he had his Surname. | 
pave ſignal Proofs of his Valour and + His Crown being diſcovered by 


Courage. In the Heat of the Battle, a Soldier among the ' Spoil, was: 


elpying the Earl, he rode furiouſly' brought to the Lord Sranley; who 
to attack him, and killed Sir William ſet' it on the Earl of Rithmond's 


Brandon, the Earl's Standard-Bearer, Head, and ſaluted him King. His 
who ſtood in his Way, and threw Body was found ſtript naked, covered 
with Blood and Dirt, and in that 


Sir John Cheney to the Ground, who 
had taken the former's Place. When Condition was thrown croſs a Horſe, 
he ſaw the Day was loft, he ruſhed with the Head hanging on one Side 
into the Midſtiof his Enemies, and and the Legs on the other, and car- 
was ſlain. It is very likely he was ried to Leiceſter, where it was in- 
betrayed, and that ſome great Men, terred. He was the laſt King of the 
who ſaid with him, held fecret In- Plantagenet Race, who had ſwayed 
telligenee with the Earl of Richmond. the Scepter ever fince Henry II. 
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Hout 34 Years; whe, excepting his 
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have made him a truly 
two Armies met near Beſworth in great Man, if they had been rightly 
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F YENR v, Earl of Richmond,” 
was the Son of Edmund Tu- 
dar, Earl of Richmond, and 


of Margaret, deſcended from a Baſ- 
tard-Son of Jobs of Gaunt Duke of 


Lancafter, by Catharine | Rowet or 


8 dog Miſtreſs, afterwards Wife, 


to that Prince; upon which, his 
Children by her were . by 
Act of Parliament, by the Name of 
Beaufort, in the Reign of Richard II. 


. 


but with the expreſs Exception, that 
„either they nor their Iſſue ſhould 


icceed to the Crown. 


* 


Immediately after the Victory at 
| Boſworth, the Earl cauſed Te Deum 
to be ſung, and his whole Army to 


fall on their Knees, to return God 
Thanks; after which, they ſaluted 
Him with unanimous and repeated 


Shouts of Long live King Henry | from 


oy < 


which Time, he took on himſelf the 
Stile and Authority of King. And 


though his Title to the Crown, as 


being of the Houſe of Lancaſter, was 
liable to many. Exceptions, yet he 
choſe to make that alone the Foun- 


dation of his Claim, without mixing 


it with any other Title, but only in 
a ſecondary Way, in Aid of the for- 
mer. He therefore put off his Mar- 


riage with Fliaabeth of the Houſe of 


Tor, whoſe Title was deemed better 


than his, till the Parliament ſhould. 


have adjudged him the Succeflion, 
that' he might not ſeem to be be- 
holden to 


tering into any Debates about his 


Title, and that he might not ſeem 
to hold the Crown merely by Virtue 


of their Conſent, Nevertheleſs, to 
-pleaſe the Nation, whoſe Intent was, 


that the two Houſes ſhould be united 


by that Marriage, to prevent any 
more Blood being ſpilt in their Quar- 
rel, he could do no leſs than renew 
his Oath to marry that Princeſs, who 
was the eldeſt Daughter of £4 
ward IV. and ſent for her up to 
London, from the Caſtle of Serif. 
Hutton, where Richard had confined 


her. He dreaded and hated the 
: a Houſe 


er for his Right; and 
reſolved to be crowned before the 
Parliament met, to prevent their en- 


Ehre * 


0 
F 
8 
q 


all Ki d Qu ve h: 
"them ings and Queens 14 had 


Houſe of Nord, of which there was 
one Male Branch ſtill living, who 


was Hatbard Plantagenet,, Earl of 
Warwick, Son to the unfortunate 


Duke of Clarence. He therefore ſent 
a Detachment, ſoon after-the Battle, 


to take him from the ſame Caſtle, 


and conduct him to the Tower af 


London, of which he ſoon after made 
the Earl of Oxford Governor. And 
to reward” ſome others of his chief 


Friends, he made his Uncle Jaſper 


Tudor, Earl of Pembroke, who had 


been a Father to him, and his con- 
ſtant Companion in Bretagne, Duke 


of Bedford; the Lord Stanley, his 
Father-in-Law, Earl of Derby ; and 
Sir Eduard Courtney, Earl of De- 
wonſhire. ; | 5 
An extraordinary Kind of Diftem- 
E raged about this Time in Eng- 
and, particularly in London, called 


the Saveating-Sickne/s, becauſe it 


threw Perſons into a profuſe Sweat, 
and carried them off in four-and- 
twenty Hours; but thoſe who got 


over that Time, uſually recovered. 


It continued from the Middle of 
September to the End of October, 
and ſwept away great Numbers of 
People. Two . and ſix Al- 
dermen of London, died of it in 
eight Days. 5 

On the zoth of October, 1485, 
2 little above two Months after 


the Battle of Boſworth, Henry was 


crowned by Cardinal Bourchzer, 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury. At' the 


fame Time, he appointed a Band of 


hity Meri to attend him, called 
Yeomen of the Guard. No King of 
England ever had them before, and 

ſince. They have been in- 


creaſed to 100 in daily Waiting, 
and 70 more not in Waiting, 


The Parliament met on the 7th 


of November, and, juſt as He 


would have it, paſſed an AQ, That 


the Tuberitance of the Crown- ſhould 


reft remain and abide in the' King , 
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and the Heirs of his Bot, Thps they 
tie, I} OW - : 


meddled not with his How 
ever, being himſelf in no ſmall Per- 
plexity about it, he took a Step, 
which was not only needleſs, but 
2 to Law, in getting a Bull 
from the Pope to confirm this A 

of Succeffion ; wherein he took Care 


* 


to have all his Titles mentioned, 


namely, his Deſcent from the Houſe 
of Lancaster, his Marriage with the 


— 


Princeſs Elizabeth, his ViRory at 
Boſworth, and the Act of Parlia- 


ment. The next Thing the Par- 
liament did, was to reverſe the At- 


tainders of thoſe who had taken Part 


with the King, whilſt only Earl of 


Richmond. But the King himſelf 
had been attainted in the late Reign, 


which was an Affair of much more 


Difficulty ; however, it was got over, 
'by the Judge unanimouſly refoly- _ 
ing, That the 


| Crown takes away all 
Defects and Stops in Blood; and that 


From the Time the King aſſumed it, 


the Fountain was cleared. Never- 


'theleſs, the Records of his Attain- 
der were taken off the File. Then 
an Act of Attainder was paſſed. a- 

he Name 


gainſt the late King, by 
of the Duke of Gloucefter, and his 


chief Adherents. The Eſtates for- 


feited to the King by this Act, 
brought him in prodigious Sums. 
After this, he thought fit to publiſh 


a general Pardon to all who ſhould 
come in and take the Oaths to him 


by ſuch a Time. Then he rewarded 
ſome who had accompanied him in 
his Exile, creating the Lord Chandos 


'of Bretagne, Earl of Bath, giving 


Sir Giles D' Aubeney the Title of 
Baron D' Aubeney, and Sir Robert 


Willoughby, that of Lord | Brooke 3 


and at the ſame Time reftored EA. 
award Stafford, Son of the late Duke 
of Buckingham, who. loſt his Life 
in his Cauſe, to the Title and Eftates 
of his Father. Jobn Morton, Biſhop 
of Ely, he called to bis Privy-Coun- 


cil, together with Richard Fox. 
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The former he afterwards made 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury and Lord- 
Chancellor ; and the latter, Lord 
Keeper of the Privy-Seal, and Biſho 
of Exeter, who by Degrees was ad- 
yanced to the See of Mincheſter. 


Though Henry had a mortal Ha- 


tred to the Houſe, of York, yet 
for the Sake/ of his Oath, and to 
amuſe the Nation, he thought it 
neceſſary at laſt to ma e Prin- 
ceſs Elizabeth. Accordingly the 
Nuptials were celebrated, on ar. 
18, 1486, to the great Joy of the 
People, who expreſſed more Satis- 
faction than at the King's Entry, or 
Coronation. This exceedingly mor- 
tified him ; and, indeed, though he 
had made Elizabeth. his Queen, yet 
he treated her with great Coldneſs 
'and Indifferency as long as ſhe lived. 
Soon after the Marriage, he made 
bomas Stanley Earl of Derby, High- 
Conſtable, William Stanley his Bro- 
ther, Lord Chamberlain, and the 
Lord D' Aubeney, Governor of Calais. 
About the Middle of the Spring, 
Henry being on a Progreſs in the 
North, when he came to York, was 
informed, that the Lord Lovel had 
raiſed a Rebellion in thoſe Parts, 
and that Humphrey Stafford, and his 
Brother Thomas, were in Arms in 
Worceſterſhire. This very much 
alarmed the King, who expected 
no ſuch Matter, and was conſe- 
uently unprepared: However, he 
Kat the Duke of Bedford, with ſuch 


Forces as could be got together in 
Haſte, firſt to offer the Rebels a. 


Pardon, provided they would lay 
down their Arms: Which the Lord 
Lovel fearing they. would EP, 

elf 


Went off firſt, and concealed him 


in Lancaſhire, till he had an Oppor- 


tunity of retiring to Flanders. Then 


all his Troops ſubmitted to the 


King's Mercy. The Srzaffords,. who 
Were beſieging Vorceſter, hearing of 


6 this, raiſed the Siege, left t eir 
Troops, and took Sanctuary in Cela- 
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ham-Church, near Abington; fron, 


whence, however, being taken, Hum, 
phrey, the eldeſt, was executed at 
Tyburn, and Thomas pardoned, as 
being judged to, be drawn in by his 

rother. | | | 

On Sept. 20, the Queen was de- 
livered of a Prince, who was named 
Arthur, in Memory of the famous 
Britiſ Monarch, from whom Heyy 
would have it thought, that he was 
deſcended. ; 
The Horki/ts who aſſiſted in raiſing 
Henry to the Throne, did it purely 
out of Hatred to the Perſon and Go, 
vernment of Richard, and with a 
View to unite the two Houſes by 
Henry's Marriage with the Prince(s 
Elizabeth, - Upon this they expet- 
ed to be treated with the ſame Fa- 
vour as the Lancaftrians; and thoſe 
who defired the Good of the Nation, 
hoped that henceforward all Diſtinc- 
tion would ceaſe between the two 
Parties. But. Henry was unhappily 
in another Way of Thinking : And, 
therefore, he. not only behaved with 
great Coldneſs to th 


could, his Ambition not enduring 
it to be thought, that ſhe had any 
Right to the Crown; but on all Oc- 
caſions ſhewed his great Averſion to 


the whole York Party, looking upon 


that Houſe to be his Rivals : Which 
Partiality bred a great deal of il 
Blood, and was the Source of moſt of 
the Troubles that afflicted his Reign. 

A Rumour being raiſed, that the 
Duke of York, one of Edward 
Sons, was yet alive, having by ſome 


Means or other eſcaped his Uncle's 


cruel Deſign, the People readih 
gave into it, and fhewed their Dil- 
poſition, by eagerly ſwallowing this 
. falſe Report. And this gave Occa- 
ſton to Richard Simon, a Prieſt at 
1 Gel to ſet up one Lambert Sim, 
2 Baker's Son, and Student under 
him, and impoſe him upon the 
World for the ſaid Düke. Or, 5 

. * way 


& Queen, and | 
put off her Coronation as long as he 


may be, the, Prieſt was underhand 
{et to work by ſome of the 7orkifts, 
who hated Heury, though he only at 
firſt appeared to be concerned. Sim- 
ze was a very perſonable young 
Man, of quick Wit and a forwar 
Genius; ſo that the Prieſt was at 
no great Pains in inſtructing him to 
act his Part. However, a Report 
being ſoon ſpread, that the Earl of 
Warwick was. eſcaped out of the 
Tower, which, though falſe, cauſ- 
ed great Joy among the People ; 
Sinon now judged it beft to inſtruct 
his Pupil to perſonate that Earl. It 
was thought proper to have the 
firſt Scene laid in Jreland, where the 
People in general were zealouſly 
affected to the Houſe of Tor. The 
prieſt had no ſooner carried him 
thither, but they were ſo tranſport- 
ed with Joy at the Earl of Var- 
wick's Arrival, as they thought, 
that the Deputy and Chancellor 
(who perhaps were in the Plot) 
thought they ſhould run no Riſk in 
acknowledging him for their Sove- 
reign. Accordingly, he was pro- 
claimed at Dublin, King of England 
and Lord of Jrelang, by the Name 
of Edward VI. | 

King Henry was very much diſ- 
turbed at this Proceeding, but the 
Meaſures he took on this Occaſion, 
made the Yorkifts diſlike him the 
more, Whether he ſufpected the 
Queen his Mother-in- Law, Widow 
of Edward IV. to have a Hand in 
the Plot, or no, he cauſed her to 
be confined to Bermond/cy-Monaſlery 
in Southwark, and ſeized all her 
Eſtate, He pretended he did this, 
becauſe ſhe had delivered her Daugh- 
ters into Richard's Hands. How- 
ever, ſhe remained there in Con- 
finement as long as ſhe lived. Ano- 
ther Step, the King took, was to 
ew the true Earl of Warwick pub- 


lickly to the People. Accordingly, 


he was conducted through the Streets 
of London, and in ſolemn Proceſſion 
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brought, to $7. Paul's, and then car- 
ried back again to the Tower, But 
the 1ri/ gave out, that the Perſon 
the King ſhewed for the Earl of 
Warwick, was an Impoſtor, and that 
he whom they had with them, was 
the true Earl. | 
The Plot having thus ſucceeded 
in Jrelaxd, thoſe who favoured it in 
England were not -idle. | 
the reſt, the Earl of Lincoln, Siſter 
Son to Eaward IV. went over to 
Flanders, to concert Meaſures with 
the Ducheſs Dowager of Burgunay, 
another of Edward s Siſters, and a 
mortal Enemy to Henry, and the 
Houſe of Lancaſter. Perhaps ſhe 
was herſelf at the Bottom of this 
Plot. However, ſhe readily agreed 
to furniſh the pretended King with 
2000 German Veterans; who, in 
May 1487, arrived in Ireland, under 
the Command of Martin Swart, 
with the Earl of Lincoln, and the 
Lord Lowel. Preſently after which; 
they proceeded to the Coronation 
of tacir ſham Sovereign, which was 
performed at Dublin, with great 
Solemnity. Then, with their new 
King and the German and Jriſh 
Forces, they came over into Eng- 
land, expecting the People to riſe 
in their Favour ;. but they were difſ- 
appointed, the Engliſh not liking 
to receive a King from the ri and 
Germans. Beſides, King Henry had 
taken care to be in a Condition to 
give them a Proper Reception. And 
ſo having drawn his Forces together, 
he fell upon them, on the 16th of 
une, at a Village called Szocke, near 
exvark upon Trent, and after a ſharp 
Engagement'of three Hours, totally 
routed them. The Germans main- 
tained the Fight with great Obſti- 

nacy, till they were moſt of them 
killed or wounded; and then the 
Iriſb ran away as faſt as they could. 
The: Earls of Lincoln und Kildare, 
and Martin Swart, were ſlain, and 
_ fay the Lord Lvl; however, - 
4 : 


Id | 3p 
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Among 
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he was never ſeen-afterwards. The 
_ new-1riſþ King, now Pais Lambert 


Simxel again, was taken Priſoner, 
with the Prieſt his Maſter. Henyy 
gave. Simnel his Life, employed him 
firſt about his Kitchen, and then 
made him one of his Falconers, in 
bich Poſt he remained to his Death. 
he Prieſt was impriſoned, and ne- 
ver heard of again. And now Henry 
a fine Opportunity to repleniſh 
his Coffers, a Thing he was ever 
immoderately fond of, by fining and 
con fiſcating the Eſtates of divers Per- 
ſons, on Pretence of their favouring 
the late Conſpiracy. To which End, 
immediately after the Battle, he 
made a Progreſs to Lincola and York, 
which was more like an Itinerary 
Circuit of juſtice, than a Viſit to 
his Counties. However, he thought 
it neceſſary, at laſt, do have the Queen 
crowned, which Ceremony was ac- 
cordingly performed, on the 25th of 
ovember, almoſt two Years after 
the Marriage. 
This, int the five following Years, 
were remarkable for Henry's Con- 
duct, with regard to the Affair of 
Bretagne. Charles. VIII. King of 
"rance, taking Advantage of the 
Difſenfions in Bretagne, had on va- 
rious Pretences invaded that Duchy, 
with a deſign to ſubdue it, and an- 
nex it to his Crown. The Duke of 
Bretagne ſent to the King of Eng- 
land, to demand Succours againſt ſo 
owerful an Enemy, who had al- 
teady made great Progreſs, and 
taken ſeveral Towns ; but the King 
of France deſired Henry either to 
aſſiſt him, or ſtand neuter. It was 
certainly the Intereſt of Eng/and to 
hinder Bretagne from being ſwallow- 
ed up by Rog And yet Henry, 
by an unaccountable Kind of Con- 
ut, inſtead of ſending immediate 
Aid to Bretagne, only offered his 
Mediation to both Parties ; whilft 
Charles, endeavouring to amuſe him 
with Eabefe, and 


3 


Negotiations, 


went on with his Conqueſts. King 
Henry did not care ta engage in any 
foreign War, whilft he did not think 
his Affairs well eſtabliſhed at home; 
and ſo was willing to imagine, that 
Charles would never be able to carry 
his Point, with regard to Bretagne - 
And his whole Study and Policy 
was to make the Affair turn to his 
own private Advantage; Covetouſ- 
neſs being all along his predomi- 
nant Paſſion. And in this he ſuc- 
ceeded according to his Wiſh. By 
e the Yingir of the Ruin 
of Bretagne, and the Neceſſity of 
engaging in its Defence, which he 
never intended heartily to do, he 
obtained a very large Subſidy from 
his Parliament, which met on Novem- 
ber 9, 1487 ; which done, he kept 


the Money, and contented himſelf 


with only treating with the King of 
France about an Accommodation. 
And ſome Time after, he.concluded 
a Truce with Charles, to commence 
from July 24, 1488, and to end 
on January 17, 1490; and ſo left 
him at full Liberty to purſue his 
Conqueſts. | 

In the mean Time, there was an 
Inſurrection in the North of Ere- 
land, on account of levying the 
Subſidy ; in which the Earl of Nor- 
thumberland was murdered. And the 
Malcontents being farther inflamed 
by ane John à Chamber, choſe Sir 
John Egremond for their Leader, 
and threatened to go and fight the 
King, in Defence of their Liberties. 
But the Earl of Surrey fell upon 
them, and difperſed them: Johr 4 
Chamber was taken, and hanged 
with ſome of his Aſſoeiates at 7%. 
And Egremond eſcaped into Flonder:, 
to the Ducheſs of Burgundy, whoſe 
Palace was a ſure Aſylum for all 
the King's Enemies. The Ear] of 
Surrey was hereupon made Prefi- 
dent of the North, and Sir Richard 
Tunffal, the King's principal Com- 
miſhoner for levying l 9 
„ 3 55 27% 4, +98 4-5 134i 4130 Whic 
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which he was reſolved not to abate 


one Penny. ig 
The Duke of Bretagne, having 
been defeated in the Bartl of St. 
Aubin, and having no Proſpect of 
any Aſſiſtance, was under a eceſ- 
ſity of ſuing for Peace; which 
Charles granted, only till it ſhould 
be his Intereſt to break it, leſt Henry 
ſhould at laſt open his Eyes, and 
ſend the Duke ſome powerſul 
Succours next Campaign. That 
Prince dying ſoon after, and bein 

ſucceeded by his eldeſt Daughter, 
Ame, King Henry made as if he 
would vigorouſly aſſiſt her; and, to 
that End, began to form Alliances, 
and entered into a Treaty with Anne, 
to ſend her 6000 Men. But in 
reality he bad no more Intention to 


engage heartily in the War, than 
before. 


His Deſign was only to 
frighten France, and For more Mo- 
ney, He ſent the Ducheſs thoſe 
Succours only for eight Months, 
and was to be repaid all his Ex- 
pences on that Account with Intereſt, 
And believing that Charles now 
wanted a Peace, as dreading the 
Alliance of England” with Bretagne, 
he went ſo far as to demand of Fim 
the Arrears of the Penſion which 
Lewis XI. had obliged himſelf to 
pay to Edward IV. and even talked 
of endeavouring to recover Guienne 
and Normandy, and. the whole King- 
dom of Frauce, which, he ſaid, of 
Right belonged to him. But b 
thus carrying Matters too far, which 
he was in no Condition to under- 
take, Charles, perceived he only in- 
tended to frighten him, and fo con- 
tinned to purſue” his Project, in re- 
lation to Bretagne, in which he at 
laſt ſucceeded. | | 

In 1491, Charles befieged the 


| Ducheſs Aune in Renner, who ſent 


Ambaſſadors to Henry, to demand 
immediate Succours, otherwiſe Bre- 
e would infallibly be loſt. 
Henry pretending to be in a great 
$45: 48 3 98 2 2 5 | 
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Hurry to ſend her ſome effectual 


Aid, borrowed Money of his Sub- 


jects under that Colour; but it ſoon 
appeared, that he was much more 
intent upon levying the Money, 
than aſſiſting the Ducheſs. In the 
mean Time, the * of Rennes go- 
ing on but ſlowly, Charles thought 
of a ſpeedier Way than the Sword, 
to accompliſh his Deſign upon Bre- 
tagne: And that was, to demand the 
young Ducheſs in Marriage, though 
ſhe had' been married by Proxy to 


Maximilian, King of the Romans, 


and though Margaret, Siſter of the 
Archduke Philis, bad been con- 
trated to Charles, Nevertheleſs, 


having found Means to gain the 


Ducheſs's Conſent, the Marriage 
was concluded in December, 1491 3 
the Conſequence of which was the 
uniting of all Bretagne to the Crown 
of OO. : 1 ap 
Henry feigned to be 7 pro- 
voked Ze the Proceedin 8 Ay 
ened high. He made Preparations 
for invading France, obtained a Be- 
nevolence fe 
der that Pretence, actually paſſed 
oyer to Calais with a great Army, 
and befieged Boulogne. All this was 
done, after Charles (who, being bent 
on the Conqueſt'of Naples, Febred 
by all Means to avoid a Rupture 
with England)] had ſent Ambaſſadors 
to biopols a Peace, and Henry had 
actually conſented to treat about it. 
But then it was neceffary to bring 
him off with Honour ; and ſo the 
two Kings went Hand in Hand 
in the Buſineſs : Henry's Expedition 
was a Blind, and the Siege of Bou- 
logne only a Pretence. Whilſt he 
was before that Place, the Articles 
of the Peace, agreed on by the 


Commiſſioners on both Sides, were 
brought to him: But to ſave Ap- 


rente, he deſired the Opinion of 
his Lords and General Officers, who 
agreed, that he ought to accept of 
them, and gave their Reaſons at 
4 8 „ * Th r _ large, 
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large, under their Hands, And fo 
the Treaty was figned at E/aples, No- 
wember 3, 1492; the King of France, 
who wanted a Peace, on account of 
his Project upon Naples, agreeing to 
pay him-620,000 Crowns of Gold 
(or 124,000/.) for the Debt his 
Queen had contracted for the De- 
fence of Bretagne; and 125,000 
Crowns, {or 26,0007.) for the Ar- 
_ rears of the Penſion above menti- 
oned. Thus by the Affair of Bre- 
tagne, which ended ſo unhappily 
for England, confidering what the 
Parliament had given him, and this 
profitable Settling of Accounts, Henry 

t a great deal of Money, but very 
little Honour. , 

In June, this Year (1492,) Prince 
Henry was born, who in Proceſs of 
Time ſucceeded the King his Fa- 
ther. The ſame Year is likewiſe 
remarkable for Chriſtopher Columbus's 
filing from Cadiz, with King Fer- 
dinand's Licence, in order to diſco- 
ver the New-World, or America. 

A new Pretender to the Crown 
began now to diſturb Henry's Tran- 
quillity; who bad been, for ſome 
Time, prepared and trained up by 
the Ducheſs of Burganay, to play 
the ſecond Simnel. This was Peter, 
Peterkin, or Perkin Warbeck, Son of 
a converted Few of Tournay, who 
had lived a conſiderable Time at 
London. As Perkin had ſpent his 
Childhood there, and afterwards 

nerally converſed with the Erg- 
97 ſettled in the Loav- Countries, he 
was ſufficiently Maſter of the Eng- 
li Tongue, and was, beſides, a 
Youth of a noble Mien and Aſ- 
e and of excellent Wit and 

arts. 


inſtructed to perſonate the Duke of 
York, (Son of Edward IV.) whom 
ſhe had induftriouſly given out to 
be ſtill alive. And the young Im- 
poſtor ated his Part ſo well, that 
many believed him to be the Perſon 
be pretended to be; and others joined 
; 5 | 


Him, therefore, the Ducheſs 
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in the Plot, from a Diſlike to King 
Henry, or the Love of | Novelty, 
But, firſt, the Ducheſs did not think 
it, proper, that he ſhould begin to 
make his Appearance in Flanders, 
for fear ſhe ſhould be ſuſpected. 
She therefore ſent him into Por. 
Lage? ; where, after he had continu. 
e rivatel about a Year, ſhe ſent 
Orders to him to repair into Ireland. 
And ſo landing at Cork, he immedi- 
ately gave out, that he was the 
Duke of York, and was readily re. 
ceived as ſuch, After this, the King 
of France being told, that the Duke 
of York was in Ireland, ſent for him 
to his Court, before he had con- 
cluded the Peace with Henry; where 
being arrived, he treated him as the 
Duke of York, lodged him in his 
Palace, and appointed him a Guard, 
But, when Charles began to be 
ſure of a Peace with the King of 
England, he ſent Perkin away, leſt 
Henry ſhould make the Deliverin 
of him up one of the Articles of 
the Treaty, Immediately he re- 
paired into Flanders, to the Ducheſs's 
Court, making as if he had never 
ſeen her before; and ſhe feigned 
a great Surprize, that he ſhould 
have the Aſſurance to call himſelf 
the Duke of York. However, they 
both acted their Parts ſo well, that 
upon his being examined before her 
Court, and giving very pertinent 
Anſwers, ſhe pretended ſhe was 
thoroughly convinced, owned him 
for her Nephew, ordered him a 
Guard of thirty Halberdiers, and 
gave him the Title of the Wh- 
Roſe, the Device of the Houſe of 
York. © 
The News of this preſently flew 
into England, the Beginning of the 
Year 1493, and occaſioned a great 
Stir among the People. Many great 
Men favoured the Plot, who were 
either Friends to the Mouſe of Tor, 
or diſguſted with King Henry ; par 
ticularly Sir William Stanly, Lord- 
| : Chamberlain, 
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Chamberlain, to whom the King in 
great Meaſure owed his Victory at 
Boſworth, the Lord F tx - NM alter, 
Sir Robert Clifford, Sir Simon Mont- 


fort, Sir Thamas Thwaites, and Wil- 


liam Barley. Clifford and Harley 
were ſent into Flanders, to concert 
Meaſures with the Ducheſs of Bur- 
gundy ; who ſending back Word 
that the Duke of Tork was really 
alive, put freſh Vigour into the Con- 
ſpirators. The King, in order to 
fifle theſe Rumours, firſt examined 
Witneſſes concerning the. Dake of 
Tork's Death ; but their Depoſitions 
were not much regarded: And then, 
by Means. of good Spies, having 
learnt the whole Story of Perkin's 
Birth, Life, and Actions, he cauſed 
it to be publiſhed to the World. And 
to take care of Jreland, where the 

retended Duke of York bad many 
Friends, he ſent Sir Zaward Poyn- 
irg thither, as his Deputy, in 1494; 
who holding a Parliament, a famous 


Act was paſſed, called Poyning's 


Law, whereby all the Statutes of 
England, relating to the Pyblick, 
were to be of Force in Ireland. 

King Henry, having by his good 
Policy won over Clifford, had per- 
fect Information from him, of Per- 
kin's Friends in England: Some of 
whom were apprehended and put 
to Death; particularly the Lord 
Fitz-Walter, and Sir Simon Montfort. 
And not long after, the Lord-Cham- 
berlain Stanley, Brother to the Earl 
of Derby, the King's Father-in-Law, 
was beheaded upon Clifford's Infor- 
mation; whereby his immenſe Riches 
fell into the King's Hands. This 


gecaſioned Swarms of Libels againſt 


the Judges, the Council,. and even 


the King; and five Perſons, con- 


* of diſperſing them, were exe- 
Futed, 1 

Notwithſtanding theſe. diſconrag- 
ing Circumſtances, the Ducheſs of 
Burgundy. was reſolved that Perkin 


| iould do ſomething, after all the 


Pains ſhe had been at in training” 


him up. And ſo, in 1485, ſhe or- 


dered ſome Forces to be drawn to- 
gether, with which he embarked, 
and, according to her Directions, ar- 
rived on the Coaſt of Ken, and 
landed ſome of his Men, to ſee how 


the People ſtood affected. The 


LKeutiſomen preſently took up Arms, 
as if it were to aſſiſt Perkin, and 
then falling upon thoſe who were 
landed, cut them in Pieces, except 
about 150, who, being taken Pri- 
ſoners, were all hanged by Order of 
the King. Perkin ſeeing by this 
what ſort of Encouragement he was 
to expect, ſailed back to Flanders. 

In October, the King called a 
Parliament, which enacted, That 


no Perſon ſhould be impeached or 


attainted for aſſiſting the King for 
the Time being; or it they new A 


ſhould be of no Force. But of what 


Uſe this AR could be in Caſe of a 
Revolution, is hard to imagine. 
Perkin ſtaid not long in Flanders, 
but landed ſoon after in Jrelard. 
And finding Things not fo favoura- 


ble ſince Poynings's: Arrival, he re- 


tired into Scotland, to the Court of 
James IV. who gave him an ho- 
nourable Reception, owned him pub - 
lickly for Duke of York, and gave 
him to Wife Catharine Gordon, 
Daughter of the Earl of Huntley, his 
Relation. And, moreover, he twice 
invaded England, jointly with him, 
and publiſhed a Proclamation, where- 
in Henry was called Uſarper, Tyrant, 
and Murderer. But the Engliſb Army 
advancing to give him Battle, and 
the People not riſing, as was ex- 

Qed, after ravaging Northumber- 

nd, he returned into Scotland with 
his Booty. | | 


In March, 1496, the King grant- 


ed à Patent to 7obn Cabott, a Vene 
tian, and three of his Sons, Lewis, 
Sebaſtian and Sancho, to go on 
the Diſcovery af new Lands. in 
America, Jaſper Tudor, Duke of 

Bedford, 
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Bedford, the King's Uncle, died to- 
wards the End of this Vear . 
The King having got a Subſidy 
from his Parliament, in 1497, to 
enable him to revenge the late In- 
ſults of the Scots, it was levied, as 
uſual; with great Rigour. This oc- 
caſioned an Inſurrection in Cornwall, 
Which was principally ſtirred up b 
one Michael Jaſenb, a Farrier, and 
fg homas Flammuct, a Lawyer, who 
Jed the Malcontents into Dewon- 
Fire, and from thence into Somer/er- 
Hire, their Numbers increaſing as 
they marched along. At Wells, they 
were joined by Ne Lord Audley, 
Whom they choſe for their General, 
advanced into Kent, and encamped 
on Black-Heath. But the Kin 
marching out againſt them, and di- 
. viding his Army into three Bodies, 
entirely defeated them, killing 2000 
on the Spot. Audley, Flammock, and 
the Farrier, were taken and exe- 


* 


cuted; and the reſt were pardoned. 


By good Luck, the Subſidy grant- 
ed to Henry for the Scotcb War, 
Was almoſt fo much Money in his 
Pocket ; for a Peace was ſoon-con- 
cluded between the two Monarchs, 
by Means of Don Pedro d' Ayala, 
the Spaniſh Ambaſſador, King James 


would not deliver up Perkin' Mar- 


beck, but , honourably diſmiſſed him 
and his Wife, and by their own. De- 
_ fire ſent them into Ireland, before 
the Conclufion of the Treaty. | 
 ,_ Charles VIII. King of France, 
died in April, 1498, after he had 


conquered Naples, and loſt it again; 
and was ſucceeded by the Duke of 


Orleans, by the Name of Lewis XII. 

The Corniſb Rebels, making an 
ill Uſe of the King's Lenity, began 
again to beſtir themſelves. and ſent 
for Perkin Warbeck from Ireland, 
. telling him, if he would come and 
Head them, they hoped, with the 
Aſſiſtance of other honeſt Exgliſb- 
tren, to place him on the Throne. 
Perkin, now deſtitute of other Friends, 
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readily embraced the Offer, and land. 


ing in Cornwall, with a few Men; 


ſoon found himſelf at the Head of 
3000: He publiſhed a Proclamation, 
aſſoming the Title of King, by the 
Name of Richard IV. and marched 
to befiege Exeter, But the Citizens 
remaining firm in their Loyalty, and 
the Lords and Gentlemen of Hevon- 
Sire having drawn ſome Forces to, 
gether for its Relief, Perkin failed 
in his Attempt: And hearing the 
King was advancing with his Army, 
he marched to Taunton, and may: 
as if he deſigned to fight; but with. 
drew in the N ight, and took Sanc. 
tuary in the Monaſtery of Bel, 
in New-Foreft, where finding him- 
ſelf ſtrictly guarded; he furren- 
dered, upon the King's promiſing to 
ſpare his Life. His Army, which 
was increaſed to 6000, had before 
ſubmitted to the King's Mercy, who 
2 them all, except a few 
Ring-Leaders, whom he ordered to 


be hanged" for an Example. Hern 


had alſo ſent a Detachment to &.. 
Michael's Mount, to fetch Perkir's 
Wife. She was a beautiful and vir- 
tuous Lady, and loved her Huſband, 
though ſhe deſerved a better, and fo 
gained upon the King by her modeſt 


Behaviour, that he had her con- 
ducted to the Queen, and allowed 


her an | honourable Maintenance, 
The King alſo, before he had got 
. Perkin out of the Sanctuary, made 
his Entry into Exeter, thanked the 


. Citizens for the Zeal they had ſhewn 
for his Service, and taking off his 


2 it to the Mayor, or- 
that it ſhould be always car- 
ried before him. th 

As to Perkin, he was brought up 
to Court, where every one might 


ſee and talk with him; and the 
King had the Curioſity to ſee. him 


alſo, without being ſeen by him. 
Then he was made to ride twice 
through London, expoſed to the Scorn 


and Deriſion of the People. Aſter 


- 
ee ee "thi 


be ſet in the 


Dy LES, , n. 8 
this, he was privately examined, as to 
his Life and Aﬀtions and his Confeſ- 
ſion publiſhed to 1 He was 
in Appeatance at Liberty, yet was 
— be narrowliy watched: 
Notwithſtanding which, he found 


Means to get away, and went to the 


Sea- Side, in Hopes of finding a Veſ- 
ſel to carry him out of the Kingdom. 


But hearing that Orders were out 
to apprehend him, he turned back, 
and took Sanctuary in the Priory 
of Sbene. The King 


ceſüon, who would not otherwiſe 
deliver him = but ordered him to 


was carried to the Tower. He had 


not been long there, but he plotted 
td make his Eſcape, together with 


the unfortunate Earl of Warwick, 


who was now but twenty-four 


Years old, ahd-liad'been a Priſoner 


there ever ſince the Beginning of 


this Reign, for ho other Cauſe, but 
Henry's Tealoufy, The King was 
not diſpleaſed, that the Earl was in 
the Plot, but rather glad of this 
Pretence to take him off, as he was 
the only Male left of the Houſe of 
York. And it was generally thought, 
that Henry himſelf had laid Mat- 
ters ſo, as to draw the poor Earl 
into the. Snare; However, being 
reſolved now to get rid of them 
both, Perkin Warbeck was hanged, 
and the Earl of Warwick beheaded 
on Tower-Hill, in Nawember, 1499. 
The Death of this unhappy Prince 
brought a great Odium upon the 


Ferdinand of Arragon had declared, 


de would never conſent to marry 
his Daughter Catharine to Prince 

Arthur, whilſt the Earl of Var- 
wick Was alive. A poor Excuſe, 


indeed, for fuch a Crime! 8 
The Palace of Shere, in Surrey, 


| ranted him 
his Life, upon the -Prior's Inter- 


tocks, for two whole 
Days together, firſt in the Palace- 
Yard at Weſtminſter, and then at 
Cheapfide-Croſs 3 from whence he 


Rig 
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was burnt to the Ground, and all 


the rich Furniture conſumed, the 


latter End of the preceding Vear. 


Henry cauſed it to be rebuilt, and 


gave it the Name of Richmond, 
where ſtands the Village ſo called. 


In 1500, the Plague raged terri- 
bly in England, particularly at Lon- 
don, where 30,000 died of it: And 


King Henry went over to Calais 
with his Family, to ſtay there till 
the Fury of it ſhould be abated. 

In 1501, Catharine of Spain, 
Daughter of Ferdinand and Jſabella, 


arrived in England: And her Mar- 


riage with Arthur, Prince of Wales, 
was ſolemnized ſoon after. We ſhall 


hear much of this Lady in the fol- 
The Prince died a- 


lowing Reign. 
bout five Months after his Marriage, 
April 2, 1502, in the ſeventeenth 
Year of his Age; and ſome Time 
after, the King created Henry, his 
ſecond Son, Prince of Wales, who, 
upon his Father's Death, ſucceeded 
to the Crown. | | 

In December, the ſame Year, the 
King granted a Patent to James 


Elliot, and Thomas Afourft,  Mer- 
chants of Briſſol; and to Fohn Gon- 
alex, and Francis Fernandez, two 


Portugueſe, to go upon the Diſcovery 

of unknown Countries; as he had 

1 the ſame by the Ca- 
te. 0 ; | 


Elizabeth, Hinry's Ten, Daugh- 

ter of Edward IV. di 

1503, not much - regretted by the 

Eing, who, in the Affair of the 
t to the Crown, always looked 


upon her as his Rival, eſpecially as 
the People were generally better af- 


( | ' feed to the Title of the Houſe of 
King; but. his Excuſe was, that 


York, than that of the Houſe of 


Lancaſter, or rather Tudor. 
At this Time the King grievouſſfy 
oppreſſed his Subjects, and continued 
to do ſo to the End of his Reign, 
by means of two infamous Mini- 
ſters, Emp/om and Dudley, two Laws 


yers, the former of whom was a 


— — 
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in Februaty, 


Sieve- 
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Sieve-Maker's Son ; who ſticking at 
nothing to humour the King, and fill 
his Coffers, were guilty of ſuch vio- 
lent Extortions and arbitrary Mea- 
ſures to ſqueeze Money out of the 
People, as were never known be- 
fore, and ſpread an aniverſal Terror 
overithe:Natenst os ne ot 
The Avarice _ Henry e- 
upon projectin e Marriage of 
3 Een Arthur's Widow, b 
, rather 
than he would part with that Prin- 


ceſs's Dowry, which was 200,000 


Crowns of Gold. Ferdinand agreed 


to it; a Diſpenfation was obtained 
from the Pope, even though the for- 
mer Marriage ſhould be {ſuppoſed to 
be conſummated ; and ſo Prince 
Henry eſpouſed his Brother's Wi- 
dow. But the Marriage was not' 
conſummated till he came to the 
% to; tn % 
. The King's eldeſt Daughter, Mar- 
garet, was, about the ſame Time, 


married to James IV. King of Scot- 


land : From her deſcended our King 


ames I. 


The Earl of Suffolk, Brother to 


the late Earl of Lincoln, and Nephew 


PF 


of | Edward IV. obſerving the Diſ- 


content of the People, on account 


of Empſom and Dudley, had formed a 
Confparacy againſt Henry and retired 
into Flanders to forward the Deſign. 


He ſoon found, that the King, by his 


Spies, .had diſcovered his Plot ; and 
ſo; after roving up and down in 


Germany, he returned to Flangers; 


here the [Archduke Philip took 
him under his Protection. Philip 
afterwards, in 1506, as he was fail- 


ing to Spain, with Joan his Wife, 
geen of "Caſtile, 


who was become Qu 
by the Death of Queen IJſabella her 
Mother, was drove upon the Coaſt 
of England; and landing at Wey- 
mouth, to refreſh themſelves, they 
found that they muſt not depart 
without ſeeing the King. Hfenry 
kept them at his Court above three 


ö Months, under Colour of doing them 


Honour, till he had got every Thing 


of Philip which he wanted, and 
among the reſt, the Barl of Sufult 


to be delivered upz which; however, 
Philip would not conſent to; till the 
King had promiſed; upon his Ho- 
nour, not to touch his Life. Upon 
this the Earl came over, but was 
preſently ſent to the Toqver. 


Pbilp died ſoon after, and, in 


1507, a Treaty of Marriage waz 
concluded between his young Son 
Charles, now become Archduke of 
Auſtria, and the Princeſs Mary, Hen- 


79's other Daughter. But this Match 
came to nothing, as we ſhall ſee in 


her Brother's Reign. 15 3 
- King Henry, not long after, fell 


into a Conſumption; which made 


him think he had nat long to live: 
And yet he continued to amaſs 


" Riches, and Empſom and Dudliy 


went on with. their Exactions; till 
finding he drew near his End, he 
pony a general Pardon, and or- 


ed in his Will, that his Succeſſor 
ſhould make Reftitution of what- 
ever his Miniſters had unjuſtly ex- 


torted from his Subjects. But this 
had no Effet. As he could not 
find in his Heart to do it in his 
Life-Time, his Son did not think 


fit to part with any of the Money 


that fell into his Hands by his 


Death, which happened at Richmond, 
on the 22d of April, 1509, in the 


fifty-ſecond Year of his Ape, and 
'twenty-fourth of his Reign. 
Henry VII. was feared by his 


gubjects, but not beloved: And it 


is no Wonder, fince all his Views 
centered in himſelf, and he minded 


nothing but how to keep the Crown, 


and to heap up Money. With re. 

ard to the former, he was always 
Ficcefoful. by his good Fortune ot 
Policy, ever getting the better of 
his Enemies; on which Account 
he was held in great Repute by fo- 
reign Princes, And as to the —_ 
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jd oe hay wi hy 30 big: e 
oppreffing his People, in 8 to 
get immenſe Sums from 
to ſpend; but to bond, up in his 
Coffers; Ambitian, Glory, Love; 
Pleaſures, all gave place'ts this go- 
reraingy Paſfionz: 1 Lene of Mo- 
And 5 wall þ bel 7 
dulged it, will appear 
1 bc bores, nals hoarded” 
up 1;$005000 T an im- 
op HA in-thoſe Dive? His Lore 
of- . 5 owing to his Want 
of Couragy 
ing his C 
ties, but then — had hy himſelf 
for their Object; and towards the 
End of his Reign, he affected to 
overn with almoſt an abſolute Sway. 
Refides this, his dark, reſerved and 
ſuſpicious Temper, was no proper 
Quality to gain the Love of his 
Subjects. He was, indeed, called the 
Solomon of England; but on what Ac- 
count is bark to ſay, unleſs it be for 


. to his his 


h 
able Avarice had not got him po and a 


Eno ene: 


on 
eople. As te che reſt, he was 


ht chaſte and temperate,” an EFhemy to 


open and ſcandalous Immoralities, 
Obſerver of Juſtite, where 
bis Intereft was not concerned. He 


them, not wiz buried in the Chapel Which he 


I er ip, wi ad) _— 
Feu which is exceed - 
d by nothing of the Kind in Ex- 
. He alſo: founded a Chapel at 

indfor, and ſeveral Convents of 


what is: Dominicans and Franciſeans, He 


had fbur Sons and four Daughters: 
Two of each have been already 


mentioned, and the reſt died in their 


Infaney. 

In the fifth Vear of 
Reign, it was ordained, That 5 
Mayors of London ſhould have Con- 
ſervation of the River Thames, 
from Staines-Bridge, to the Waters 
of Teuſdals and Medway. In his 
thirteenth Year, Veſco de Gama, 2 
Portugueſe, diſcovered the Paſſage to 
the Eaft-Inates, round the Cape of 
Goed Hope. St. Paul's School was 
founded in this Reign, by Dr. Johr 
Collet, Dean of St. Paul's. 
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1 ſucceeded his Father Henry 
VII. on the 22d of April, 1509, 


and in his Perſon united the two 


Houſes of Lancaffer and York. He 
had a learned Education, had made 
a conſiderable Progreſs in the Sci- 
ences, and was well verſed in the 
Philoſophy and Divinity of thoſe 
Times. Though this, as is often the 
Caſe, gave him à good Opinion of 


his own Knowledge and Parts, which 
made him think himſelf an able Po- 


litician, whilſt he was yet unexperi- 


enced in State-Affairs, whereby be 


was often liable to be impoſed. upon; 
yet he was a young Prince endowed 
with many good Qualities, of a 


frank andopen Diſpoſition, an Enemy 


to all Fraud and Diſſimulation, and, 
the very reverſe of his Father, libe- 
ral even to Exceſs. He was brave 
without Oſtentation, and inured to 
thoſe bodily Exerciſes, which in 
thoſe Days gave Luſtre to Princes, 
and diſcovered, as well as improved, 
their Activity and Vigour. 


F 
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W.FENRY VIII. was about 
nineteen Years old, when he 


was therefore reſolved to have then 


till the Meeting of the Parliament, 


The King's firſt Concern was to 
do a very popular Act, which was 
to make an Example of the two hated 
Miniſters, Zmp/em and Dudley, who 
had been the Inſtruments of the Jate 
King's unbounded Avarice. For this 
Purpoſe they were ſummaned betore 
the Council, nds after Examination, 
committed to the Tower, It was a 
dificult Matter to know how to 
proceed againſt them, fince what 
they had ; was within the Let- 
ter of the Law, which they had 
ſtretched to the utmoſt Rigour. It 
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accuſed of l — the 
King and State; of which they 
were found guilty, and ſentenced 
to die.” But as this was ſtraining 
a Point, to get them condemned, 
the King ſuſpended” their Execut:on 


when an Act of Attainder was pail 
ed againſt them, and they wer 
ſoon after beheaded on Tower” 
Hill, to the Satisfaction of all the 
People. | K 


of the King's Marria 


Bait they made uſe of to allure Hen- 
ry was the Recovery of Guienne, for- 


in the mean Time, the Buſineſs 
25 2 
2 of Arragon, Relict of his Bro- 
n to whom he had been 
affanced, was debated in Council: 
Some were againſt the King's con- 
ſummatin the Marriage, as contra- 
ry to the Law of God, particularly 
IVarhbam, Archbiſhop o Canterbury. 
But others were of another Opini- 
on; and their Reaſons prevailing; 
the Marriage was ſolemnized the 
Beginning of June, and the Coro- 
nation of both King and Queen, 
on the 24th of the ſame Month. A 
few Days after, Margaret, Counteſs 


Jof Richmond. and Derby, Mother of 


Henry VII. departed this Life. 

About this Time Fox, Biſhop. of 
Vincheſter, introduced to Court T hox, 
mas Wolſey, a Clergyman, as a fit 
Perſon to ſerve the King. He was 


Ja Butcher's Son at Iich, was 


educated at Oxford, and had been 


Chaplain to the late King, who 


made him Dean of Zinco/n. The 
King, firſt, gave him the Office of 
Almoner. And how he afterwards 
roſe to be Prime Miniſter, and to a 
greater Degree of Power than ever 


Iny Subject had before, will be ſeen 


in its proper Place. | 

The Parliament met in January, 
1510, whoſe chief Buſineſs, beſides 
he Attainder of Zmp/om and Dudley; 
was to ſoften ſome Statutes, and ex- 
plain them ſo as to prevent, for the 
future, any ſuch Abuſes, as thoſe 
Miniſters had been guilty of. 

Though Henry had juſt concluded 
new Treaty of Alliance with Leww- 
XII. King of France, yet Pope 
alias Il, and Ferdinand the Catho- 
ick, King of Arragon, the Queen's 
ather, to ſerve the Views of their 
un private Ambition, were making 
ſe of all their Arts to engage him 
o take Part in the [talian War, and 
bin with them and the Venetian, in 
zer League againſt Lewis, The 
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merly taken from the Engliſh, which 
they promiſed to aſſiſt him in. But 


their Defign was only to have him 
for their Tool, by cauſing him to 


make a Diverſion in France, whilft 
they ſhould drive the French out of 


Italy); and accompliſh their own ſe- 
arate Views. However, the King 
ing young, and not much verſ 


in Politicks, and having a great Ar- 


dour for Glory, was eafily drawn 


in; but was no more than the Dupe 


of the Pope and Ferdinand from firſt 
to laſt. In the mean Time, he 
minded little elſe than his Pleaſures 
and Diverſions, which Wol/ey was 
very ſubſervient to him in, and 


which were ſo extravagant, that he 


ſoon ſquandered away the 1, 800, oool. 
which his Father had with ſo much 
Anxiety hoarded up. 

Ferdinand's 
to become Maſter of the Kingdom 


of Navarre, and to make Uſe of his 


Son-in-Law the King of England to 
bring it about; for which the Con- 


queſt of Guienne for the Engliſh was 


only a Blind. This, and this only, 
could induce Henry and his Council 


to concern themſelves in the Pope's 


and Ferdinand's Quarrel with France: 
Though it was, after all, oppoſed 
by ſome of the Council, and one of 
them expreſſed himſelf to this Purs 
poſe 2 us therefore, ſays he, leave 
off our - Attempts againſt the Terra fir- 


ma. The natural Situation of Iſlands 


feems not to fort with Congueſts of that 
Kind, England alone is a juſt En- 


fire: Or, when we would enlarge 


our ſelves, let it br that Way abe can, 
and to which, it ſeems, the Eternal 
Providence has deſtined us; and that 
zs by Sea. LON? 


| By the Treaty, which was con- 
elude 


d.in 1511, Henry was to ſend. 


over 6000 Foot for the - Attempt 


upon Guienne 3 and Ferdinani, for 
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the ſame Purpoſe, obliged himſelf 
to furniſh coo Men at Arms, 1500 
Light Horſe, and 4000 Foot. Ac- 
_ cordingly, in the Spring of the fol- 


lowing . Year, the Engli/b Forces 
were tranſported under the Com- 


mand of the Marqueſs of Dorſet, 
in order to join thoſe of Spain. But 
when they came over, they found 
Ferdinand contrived, by-every Arti- 
fice, to put off the Attack of Guienne, 
till he bad firſt made himſelf Maſter 
of Navarre; which he ſoon effected, 
whilſt the Eng/i/þ Troops ſerved to 
favour his Deſign, though being ex- 
aſperated at his unfair Dealing, they 
did not ſtir from their Camp. And 
afterwards -he offered to join the 
Engliſh and march into Guienne, when 
he knew, that the French had ſo 


poſted themſelves as to render the 
Attempt impracticable. Thus Her- 


ry helped to promote the Pope's and 
Ferdinand's Projects; the former, by 
keeping Lewis at home, and hinder- 
ing him from maintaining his Con- 
gueſts in Italy; and the latter, by 
giving Ferdinand an Opportunity of 
conquering Nawarre; whilſt they 
both had no Manner of Concern a- 


bout his Intereſts in France, which 


was the Decoy by which they drew 
him in to countenance their ambi- 
| n 8 . 
Though Henry ſaw plainly enou 

how he Bad — impoſed 3 —— 
he ſuffered himſelf to be drawn into 
a ſecond League againſt France, by 
the Pope, the Emperor Maximilian, 
and King. Ferdinand, who all had 
their ſeparate Views, and made uſe 


of Henry as their Inſtrument to bring 
them aboyt. Pope Leo X. who ſuc- 
ceeded. Fulius Il. and purſued the 


ſame Scheme with his Predeceſſor, 


was only concerned to keep the 

French out of Italy. The Emperor's 

hw was to hinder Lewis from 
ſti 


ing the Venetian. againſt him. 


And Ferdinands ſole Aim was to 
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prevent his diſturbing him in lit 1 


new Acquiſition of Nawarre. To bs 

anſwer all theſe Purpoſes, by raiſing wk 
Troubles in France, none ſo proper, 50 
as the King of England, whoſe bel. 
youthful Heat gave him an eaget Jai 

Thirſt for Glory and Conqueſt, wad 
Add to this, that their Deſign wa _ 
to draw Money from Henry under Powe? 
Colour of ſupporting the League, lid 
which they knew he was able, and a 
would be willing enough to beſtoy, him 
By the Treaty between them, the * h 
Emperor in particular was to receivg of E 
from the King of England 100,000 make 
Crowns of Gold to defray the of F 
Charges of the War, which he ne. "nb 
ver intended to engage in. Thy 81 
Pretence was, that Lewis ſhould be to me 
attacked from three ſeveral Quarter gun 


at once, by the Pope, Maximilian, 
and Ferdinand, whilſt Henry attacked 
him on another Side, and invaded 
him in Guienne, Normandy, or Picars 
ay. But this the three former neyer 
intended; and when, by this Pre. 
tence of aſſiſting of Henry in hi 
Conqueſts, they had drawn him in, 
and he had made ſuch Preparations 
that he could not go back, and ſo 
their own Ends were ſerved in eu- 
ing out Work for Lewis in his own 
Dominions,. they left the King of 
England to carry on the War by * 
ſelf, which he was forward enough 
to do, to let the World ſee he could 
do without them. 

The War between England and 
France began at Sea. The EH. 
Fleet under Sir Edward Howard its 
tacked fix Galleys, that were goin 
to join the French Fleet at Br 
But Sir Zdward being lain, and tht 
French Fleet by a ſtrong Reinforce 
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ment being become ſuperior to tit 2 
Engliſh, the latter returned home; Exped 
and the French, emboldened by the Time! 


Retreat, made a Deſcent on Suſi, 
and returned 


Booty. 


King's 
Nothin 
his Int 
Fox, h 


not without ons 
# But 
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gut Henry's: Affairs went much 
better by Land, where, if we regard 
the Succeſs only, he made a glori- 
ous Campaign. Having ſent the 
beſt Part of his Troops over to Ca- 
lais before him, he arrived there 
himſelf on the zoth of June, 1513, 
On the 2d of Auguſt he came to Te- 
rhuenne, Which his Army had before 
laid Siege to. Here the Emperor 
came to the Camp and ſerved under 
him, receiving 100 Crowns a Day 
for his Pay, deſigning, by this Shew 
of Honour he did King Henry, to 
make ſome Amends for his Breach 
of Faith. The Duke of Longueville 


approaching with the French Army 


to relieve Terouenne, Henry went out 
to meet him, and had no 5 — 

un to en on Auguſt 18, but the 
French, falling into Confuſion, fled 
with the utmoſt Precipitation. Only 
the principal Officers, diſdaining to 
follow ſo ſhameful an Example, were 


taken Priſoners, and among the reſt 


Longueville himſelf. This Rout was 
merrily called by ſome The Battle of 
Spurt, becauſe the French uſed their 
Spurs more than their Swords. The 
Conſequence of this Defeat was the 
Surrender of Terouenne four Days 
after, and King Henry with the Em- 
eror entered the Town on the 24th. 
he Emperor left the Army ſoon 
after, and on September 15, Henry 
laid Siege to Tournay, which ſurren- 
dered in about a Week. Terouenne 
was demoliſhed, but it was reſolved 
to keep Tournay; which was thought 
to be owing to Wolſey s Advice, who 
had his Eye, upon that rich Biſho- 
prick, and actually procured it for 
himſelf, under Colour that its Biſhop 
refuſed to ſwear Fealty to Kin g Henry. 
Molſey attended the King in this 
Expedition: For he had by this 
Time ſo infinuated himſelf into the 
ing's Favour, that he would 'do 
nothing without him. Soon after 
his Introduction to Court by Biſhop 
Fox, he was made a Privy-Counſel- 
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lor. . In this Situation he bent his 
whole Study and employed all his 
Arts to get an Aſcendant over the 
young King. This he effected by 
Joining to the utmoſt Diligence and 
Application in all the Aﬀairs com- 
mitted to his Care, an unlimited 

ompliance with all the King's 
Humours and Paſſions, and by ac- 
commodating himſelf to the Taſte 
of the. young Courtiers, who were _ 
in great Favour with the King, as 
their light airy Temper was more 


pleaſing to his youthful Years, than 


the Gravity of his, old ſage Mini- 
ſters. Yol/ty would laugh, rally, 
fing and dance, and do many other 
Things not very ſuitable to his Cha- 
rafter as a Clergyman; and it is even 
ſaid he would be ſubſervient to the 


King's ſecret Pleaſures. Theſe ſer- 


vile Compliances, and at the ſame 
Time his extraordinary Talents for 
Buſineſs, ſo wrought upon the King, 
that he made him his Prime Miniſ- 
ter, and gave himſelf up abſolutely 
to his Direction; whilſt Volſey had 
the Addreſs to make him believe 
he was purſuing his own Meaſures, 
when they were purely the Effect of 
his Suggeſtions, and that he was 
conſulting his Maſter's Glory and 


Intereſt, when he was only aiming 


at his own. In ſhort, by theſe 


Means he became the moſt wealthy ' 
and powerful Subject that ever was, 


inſomuch that he was not only 
courted and flattered at home, but 
even by foreign Princes, as they 


knew what a Sway he had over 


the King. The abſolute Power of 
this Miniſter laſted many Years, 
during which Time, he managed 
all the King's Affairs, both foreign 
and domeſtick, and did not fail on 
all Occafions to diſcover his in- 
tolerable Haughtineſs, Ambition, 
Revenge, and Ingratitude to his 
Friends. He ſoon got his old Pa- 
tron' the Biſhop of Winchefter re- 
moved from Court, as alſo the other 
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| ve Counſellors, who difliked his 
Conduct; and ſuffered none to re- 
main but his own Creatures, who 
were ſure to be his humble Slaves. 


mean Time his Army under the 
Earl of Surrey had been no leſs ſuc- 
ceſsful againſt the Scots, than that 
commanded by himſelf in Perſon 
was againſt the French. It was 
uſual with the Scots, whenever the 
Engliſh invaded France, to make a 
Diverſion in England in favour of 
their old and conſtant Allies the 
French. It was both their Intereſt 
to do ſo, and the French never 
wanted Penſioners in the Scotch 
Council to ſet the Matter forward. 
Accordingly, whilſt Hemy VIII. 
was in France, James IV. of Scot- 


with him, and invaded Northumber- 
Land. with an Army of 60,000 Men, 
taking Norham-Ca/itte and ſeveral 
other Places. Henry, ſuſpecting ſome 
ſuch Thing would happen in his 
Abſence, had made — 


againſt it before his Departure, Ac- 


cordingly, the Earl of Surrey with 
26,000 Men engaged the Scors Ar- 
my at Floddon, on the gth of Sep- 


tember, and after a moſt obſtinate 


and bloody Battle, in which ſeveral 
Thouſands were killed on both 
Sides, obtained a complete Victory. 
The Scotch King was never ſeen a- 
pm after the Battle, fo that doubt- 


— —— — 


eſs he fell init. A Body was found 


which the Engliſb ſuppoſed to be his, 

but that was uncertain. Among 
the Slain were alio one Scotch Arch- 
biſhop, two Biſhops, four Abbots, 
twelve Earls, and ſeventeen Barons; 
whereas the Engliſb loſt not one 
Perſon of Note. After the Death 
of Fames IV. Margaret his Queen, 
Siſter of Henry, married Archibald 
Doauglas, Earl of Angus. She had. 
been declared Regent during the 
Minority of her Son James V. then 
2 I 5 


605 HENRY VIII. 


ſcarce two Years old; but loft her 


The King returned to England 
the latter End of October. In the 


land broke through all his Alliances 


- 


Regency upon this Marriage, Which 
proved the Source of much Trouble 
and Confuſion in Scotland. 

In the Beginning of the Vear 
1514, the King made ſeveral Pro. 
motions. John Howard Earl of 
Surrey, who defeated the 8:1 at 
the Battle of Floddon-Field, wa 
created Duke of Norfolk. He waz conc 
Son to the Duke of Norfoll, who loſ 
his Life in King Richard's Cauſe fone 
at the Battle of Beſævortb. Charly 
Somerſet, natural Son of Henry Bray: betw 
fort Duke of Somerſet, was made N ceſs 
Earl of Worceſter ; and Charles Bra. cond! 
don, Duke of Suffolk. As to Bd. ito 4 
mund de la Pole, Earl of Sl emu: 
whom Henry VII. had committed in le 
to the Tower, Henry VIII. bat Marr 
cauſed him to be beheaded before ceede 
he went into France, notwithſtand. bit J. 
ing his Father's poſitive Promi ie 
to Philis King of Caſtile to ſpar: i econe 
his Life. | ; Duke 

The ſame Year Thomas Molſy, the 
Prime Miniſter, was made Biſhop 
of Lincoln, and Adminiſtrator of the 
See of Tournay. And a little after, NMittick 
he was promoted to the Archbiſhop- her, 


rick of York, upon the Death of Delis: 


Cardinal Banbriage. | overi 
The War with France laſted but me 
one fingle Campaign. Lewis Xl. 
treated privately with cg about ore r. 
a Peace, by Means of the Duke af 
Longueville, who was taken Priſoner Crown 
in the Battle of Spurs; and in order 
to facilitate the Buſineſs, demande folved 
in Marriage the Princeſs Mary, tet his 


King's Siſter, who had been con- e was 


tracted to Charles of Auſtria. Hs ve 
was not averſe to a Peace upon r- eſtorec 
ſonable Terms; and ſeeing plainly, night 

that the Pope, the Emperor, ui et ee. 
the King of Spain, had only made H eduenc 
Tool of him, and drawn him iHν,jM‚ ha 
the War purely to ſerve their c. Biſh 
Ends, under the ſpecious Pretene 
of the Glory of God, and the G b 
of the Church, and then * br. pert 

W. 


hich whole Burden of it upon him, eon- 
ble WW trary to their expreſs Engagements 

to join with him in it, was diſpoſed 
Year to drop them in his Turn, and 
make a ſeparate Peace with Lewis. 
And ſo, notwithſtanding all the 
Endeayours of his three uſeleſs 
Allies to prevent it, a Peace was 
concluded between the two Mo- 
narchs, by three ſeveral Treaties, 
2 the 7th of Auguſt, 15 14; one 
0 


harls which regarded the Marriage 
Bras: WM between Lecuis XII. and the Prin- 
made ces Mary, who was accordingly 
Bran. conducted with a ſplendid Retinue 
> £4: io 44b-ville, and the Nuptials ſo. 


lemnized in Ofober. Lewis dying 
in leſs than three Months after the 
Marriage, the Duke of Falos ſuc. 
ceeded him, by the Name of Fran- 
ein I. And about two Months after, 
the Queen-Dowager took for her 


ſpar: econd Huſband, Charles Brandon 
| Duke of Suffolk, for whom ſhe had 
2y, the Wn Inclination before her Marriage 
Biſhop mth Levis, which ſhe had conſent- 
of the ed to in Compliance with the po- 
after, WWitick Views af the King her Bro- 
iſhop- her. As Francis I. had the ſame 
ith of eſgn with his Predeceſſor, of re- 


overing the Milangſe, he had the 
lame Reaſon to cultivate a good 
nderſtanding with Henry, and there- 


about ore readily renewed and confirm- 
uke of Wd the Alliance between the two 
riſoner WM rowns. | . 

1 order Nevertheleſs Henry was ſoon in- 


olved in new Troubles by Means 


9, tee his Fayourite Volſey, by whom 
n con- e was wholly governed. Francis 
Hm very deſirous of having Tournay 
on rel-eſtored to him, and the Affair 
lain richt perhaps have been adjuſted 
Ir, and detween the two Kings, if the Con- 
made 1Wequence of the Reſtitution of Tour- 
m ne had not been the Reſtoring of 
ir om Biſhop, and Joey's loſing the 
reed dminittration of that See and the 
e Goch bey of St. Anand. Fran- 


perceiving what ſtood in his 


Nay, in order to gain Volſey, pro- 
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miſed to procure him a Cardinat's 


Hat, and actually obtained it of 


Leo X. who had made up Matters 
with Francis, upon his great Succeſs 
in /taly, This extremely gratified 


the Pride of the ambitious Prelate. 
But then his Revenge muſt be grati- 
fied too. Francis had taken ſome 
Steps to have the Biſhop of Tournay 


reſtored. Volſey did not forget it, 


notwithſtanding the late Favour he 


had received. He prevailed upon 
his Maſter privately to aſſiſt the Em- 
pun againſt Francis, not doubting 
ut it would end at laſt in an open 
ee the Conſequence of which 
he hoped would be his keeping the 
See of Tournay. However, being 
afterwards of another Mind upon 
the Affairs of Europe taking a dif- 
ferent Turn, and being gained by 
Preſents and a Promiſe from Francis 
of an annual Penſion of 12,000 
Livres Tournois, in Lieu of the Bi- 
ſhoprick, he had the Addreſs to in- 
dyce King Henry to do what he 
had before artfully prevailed on him 
to be againſt; ſo that Tournay, in 
1518, was reſtored to the French 
King for 600,000 Crowns, which 
he obliged himſelf to pay to the 
King of England; and gave Wolſzy 
his Letters Patent for the Penſion 
above mentioned. | 
After Wolſey was made a Cardi- 
nal, he became more vain, haughty, 
and imperious, than ever. His 
Pride was increaſed by the King's 
having given him the Chancellor- 
ſhip, which Warham Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury reſigned, as not able to 
endure the Inſolence of the Cardinal, 


who was gratified by the King in 


whatever he had a Mind to. He 


now aſſumed a Sort of ſovereign 
State, and never appeared abroad 


without a princely Attendance. It 
is affirmed, that he kept no leſs than 
800 Servants, among whom were 
half a Score Lords, 15 Knights, and. 
40 Eſquires. The Cardinal's-Bat 

2 * 
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was carried before him on high, like 
a Tropby, and two Pillars of Silver 
were borne by two Gentlemen. He 


wore Silk in his Veſtments, and 


uſed Gold in his Horſe Trappings, 


which no Engliþ Clergyman ever 


did before. Though this Vanity 
and Inſolence excited an univerſal 
Indignation, yet none durſt give the 
King the leaſt Hint againſt him; 
and even foreign Princes were cau- 
tious of offend? 

to preſerve his Friendſhip : For ſuch 
was his Power with the King, that 
as he was obhged or diſobliged, he 
could make War or Peace, and give 
a different Turn to the Affairs of 
Europe. But in every Thing his 
own Intereſt, and not the King's, 
was the ſole Motive of his Actions, 
though Henry was ſo blind as not to 

It. 

On February 11, 1516, Queen 
Catharine was delivered of a Prin- 
ceſs, named Mary, who was after- 
wards Queen of England. She had 
before brought the King two Princes, 
but they both died ſoon after they 
were born. 

About the ſame Time died Ferdi- 
»and King of Arragon, and left to 
his Succeſſors the Title of Catholick, 
which the King of Spain bears at 
this Day. The Death of this poli- 
tick Prince broke all VWolſey's Mea. 
ſures, to draw all Europe into a 
War with France, for the Sake of 
his own private Intereſt in relation 
to the See of Tournay. Ferdinand 
was ſucceeded by Charles of Auſtria, 
his Grandſon by Joanna his eldeſt 
Daughter, already Queen of Caſtile, 

but incapable of governing either 
Kingdom, as ſhe had for ſome Time 


deen deprived of her Underſtanding. 


So the Adminiſtration of both fell 
to her Son the Archduke, Sovereign 
of the Low-Countries, This power- 
ful Prince, who became King of 
Spain in the Manner as juſt related, 
upon the Death of Maximilian his 
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him, and ſtrove 
the Engliſh Saueat. Ma 


. 
Grandfather, which happened three 
Years after, was elected — of tl 


Germany, by the Name of Charts V. k 


In 1517, the Sweating-Sickneſy th 


raged again in England, more vio. Ci 
lently than at the Beginning of the Fr 
laſt Reign. In ſome Towns it ſwept Cc 
. near half of the Inhabitantz, de 
moſt of thoſe who were ſeized with on 
it dying within three Hours. This of 
Diſtemper being peculiar to Fi- po! 


land, was called Sudor Anglicus, or tho 


At this Time the Chriſtian Prin. An 
ces being diſpoſed to Peace, becauſe and 


the State of Affairs was ſuch, that Par 
they could not carry on the War din: 
with any Advantage, ſome of then iſt: 
took it into their Heads to enter Wl, 
into a League againſt the Turk; tere, 
and the Pope, to encourage this and 
Cruſado, or rather to enrich himſelf, that 


diſpatched his Indulgences for a of ( 


plenary Remiſſion of Sins, into all Emp 
Chriſtian Countries, and appointed ed y 
Collectors to receive the Money to Guld 
be paid for them. They were pub- Spain 
lickly ſet to Sale, after a moſt ſcan» conq 
dalous Manner,and were even gamed of we 


for at Taverns; and the Benefit of 
them was to extend to the very 
Dead, who were immediately to be 
releaſed out of Purgatory, upon 
their Relations paying ſo much Mo- 
ney. Upon this, Martin Lathe, 
an Auguſtine Friar, and Profeſſor of 
Divinity in the Univerſity of Vi. 
temburg, began firſt to write againk 
this Sale of Indulgences, then & 
gainſt the Indulgences themſelves, 


and afterwards againſt the Pope' The 
Authority in general, and ſeveral af Duke « 
the Corruptions of the Church af fell a {; 
Rome, This gave Riſe to the . engeft 
formation, which in a little Tine —_ 
prevailed in many Parts of Germs — | 
zy, and ſeveral other States. Lab im wh 
was powerfully ſupported againk 5 — 

e 


the Pope and his other Enemies 
by the Elector of Saxony his Sove- 


reign. | ang 
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After the Death of Maximilian, 


of the Flames of War were again 
V. kindled in Zurope, occaſioned by 
th the Conteſt between the Emperor 
Ih Charles V. and Francis King of 
he France, who had- been Charles 5 
-pt Competitor for the Imperial Dia- 
ts dem. Their reſpeQive Acquiſiti- 
ad ons in Faly were the chief Ground 
his of the Quarrel between theſe two 
1 powerful and ambitious Princes; 
or though there were ſeveral other 

Matters in Diſpute between them : 
in- And moſt of the other Kingdoms 
aſe and States were drawn in to take 
hat Part with one or the other. Car- 
Vas dinal Wolſey, who was now Admi- 


piſtrator of the See of Bath and 


— Wells, and the Pope's Legate à La- 
bs; tere, was courted both by Charles 
this and Francis, becauſe they knew, 


that he that ſhould gain him, would 
of Courſe gain his Maſter. The 
Emperor prevailed, and Henry join- 


need ed with him againſt Francis. The 
y to Guld and Silver of Mexico and New- 
ab- ain, which were diſcovered and 
can · conquerered about this Time, were 
ag of wonderful Adyantage to Charles, 


as they furniſhed him with an in- 
exhauſtible Fund of Wealth for car- 
Ding on the War, What chiefly 
fixed Volſey to the Emperor, was 


Mo- his Promiſe, - upon the next Vacan- 
ther, ey, to help him to the Popedom, 
or of which he earneſtly afpired. Fran- 
Wits cis Indeed had promiſed to aſſiſt him 
aint m obtaining it, but Wolſey thought 
n + Charles, now he was Emperor, moſt 
lves, Capable of doing it. 

open The Fate of EAward Stafford 
ral of Doake of Buckingham, who, in 1521, 
ch of fell a ſacrifice to the Cardinals re- 
e . engeful Temper, ſhewed how dan- 
Time zerous it was for any one to offend 
erna- him, The Duke, who was Son of 
Luthit bim who loſt his Head in the Reign 
gainſt of Richard III. for endeavouring to 
mies, ſet the King's Father on the Throne, 
Sove* and was deſcended from Anne of 


Glouceſter, Grandaughter to Edward 
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III. happening once to ſay, in the 
* . his Steward, that 
if the King died without Iſſue, he 
believed he had a Right to the 
Crown, and if ever he ſhould come 
to be King, his firſt Concern ſhould 
be to puniſh the Cardinal 'as he 
deſerved ; Knever, for ſome Miſde- 
meanors, being diſmiſſed the Duke's 
Service, went and told the Cardinal 
what his Maſter had ſaid. - The 
Duke had before given him ſome 
Diſguſt ; and now being enraged at 
the Diſreſpect ſhewn Fa in this 
Speech, the Cardinal made a Han- 
dle of the former Part of it, and 
of ſome Informations he had pro- 
cured of the Duke's conſulting a 
Monk, who pretended to be an 
Aſtrologer, concerning the Succeſ- 
ſion to the Crown, to get him con- 
demned as a Traitor by a few Lords, 
and he was accordingly beheaded 
on Toaer-Hill, He was the laſt 


High · Conſtable of England. His 


Death occaſioned many ſatyrical 
Writings againſt Volſey; in which 
among other Things it was faid, 
That it was no Wonder a Butcher's 
Son ſhould delight in Blood. 
The ſame Year King Henry wrote 
a Book againſt Lather, entitled, QF 
the ſeven Sacraments, in which he 
alſo defended Jndulgences, Papal 
Authority, &c. It was preſented to 
Pope Leo X. in full Confiſtory, who, 
for this Service done the Church, 
beſtowed on Henry and his Suceeſ- 
ſors the Title of Defender of the 
Faith, This Title being afterwards 
confirmed by Parliament, the Kings 
of England have borne it ever fince. 
The ſame Year was remarkable for 
the Invention of Mu/ters, firſt uſed 
in the War between the Emperor 
and the King of France. Luther 
wrote an Anſwer to the King's 
Book, in which he uſed no more 
Ceremony than he had done to the 


Pope. 


"TY 


releaſed the 


„ ENA YI. 


Les X. dying ſoon after the 


1 King's Book was preſented, Cardi- 
pal Wolſey left no Stone .unturned 


to get himſelf choſen Pope in his 


Room. But here his Ambition met 


with a Diſapointment. Though the 


Emperor had promiſed him his In- 


tereſt, he did not deſign to be as 
good as his Word, He managed 

atters ſo dexterouſly with the Car- 
dinals, that he got Cardinal Adrian, 
a Native of Utrecht, and Biſhop of 
Torto/a, who had been his Tutor, 
elected, believing he ſhould have 
him entirely devoted to his Intereſt. 
Though this Affair was conducted 
with the utmoſt Art and Secrecy, yet 
Welfey could not be ſo blind as to 


think that the Emperor was not con- 


cerned in Aarian's Electio- How- 
ever, he concealed his R. nent, 


as he was not without Hopes he 


would ſtand his, Friend at the next 


Vacancy, which) by reaſon of Aari- 


an's Age and Infizmities, was likely 
ſoon to happen, as it actually did in 
Jeſs than two Years ; but he had the 
Mortification to be diſappointed a 
ſecond Time. The Emperor had no 
more Regard ta his Intereſt than be- 
fore, and the Cardinals choſe Julio 
ae Medicis for Pope, who took upon 
him the Name of Clement VII. 
The War between the Emperor 
and France broke out in 1521, Moſt 
of the Powers in Europe were concern- 
ed in it, and it was carried on with 
great Fury on both Sides, in other 
Countries as well as in 7aly. It is not 
my Buſineſs to relate the Particulars 
of this War. I ſhall only obſerye, 
that Francis T. was taken Priſoner at 
the Battle of Pavia, and carried into 
Spain, in 1 855 ſrom whence he was 
eginning of the fol- 
lowing Vear by the Treaty of Ma- 
drid; which he refuſed to ratify up- 
on his Return to his Dominions, 
and entered into a League with the 
Pope and Venetians againſt the Em- 
peror; whoſe Forces took and plun- 


who did not voluntarily comply 


* 


dered Rome in 1527, and made the 
Pope: and 13 Cardinals - Priſoners, 
who were ſhut up in the Caſtle of 
Se. Angelo. King Henry at firſt took 
Part with the Emperor, but when 
he began to grow too powerful, 
he fell off from him, and join- 
ed with Francis. Wolſey was full of 
Reſentment againſt the Emperor, 
for his twice deceiving him in the 
Affair of the Popedom, and in all 
likelihood helped by Degrees to tum 
his: Maſter againſt iim. 
The Cardinal, as may well be 
ſuppoſed, was no Friend to Parlia. 
ments, he therefore took ſeveral bold 
Steps towards accuſtoming the King 
to govern without them. He had 
impoſed a general Tax on the Na. 
tion, by the King's ſole Authority, 
for ſupporting the League againſt 
France, without ever troubling him. 
ſelf about the Parliament. And now 
to make good the Engagements the 
King was going to enter into, in 
Favour of France, he iſſued out Or- 
ders in the King's Name, for levy- 
ing a ſixth Part upon the Goods and, 
Eftates of the Laity, and a fourth 
upon thoſe of the 'Clergy. This 
threw the whole Nation into a Fer- 
ment, and had like to have occaſion- 
ed a Rebellion. The King, to pa- 
cify the People, by Proclamation diſ. 
avowed theſe Orders, and proceed. 
ed to raiſe the Money under the ſpe. 
cious Name of a Benewolence, which 
was in effect doing the ſame Thing 
in a more artful Manner: For al 


were to be forced into theſe Fr: 
Gifts, The Cardinal began with 
the City of London, but meeting wit 
ſeveral Obſtacles, whilſt he was en- 
deavouring to frighten the Common: 
Council into a Compliance, tit 
People in the Country roſe in Arm 
And though by-prudent Meaſures 
Stop was ſoon put to this Infurrec- 
tion, and ſome of the Ringleaden 
were impriſoned, whom it i 

£0 * thought 
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thought adviſeable afterwards to diſ- 


charge, yet the King, finding by this 


how the People ſtood affected, thought 
fit to declare that he had no Hand in 
thoſe violent Proceedings to raiſe 
Money, and ſo left the whole Blame 
to fall upon the Cardinal. This 
Diſpoſition of the King encouraged 
ſereral other Complaints againſt 


his Miniſter, at which the King was 


ſo highly incenſed, that Volſey was 
in Danger of being quite out of 
Favour, But he found Means to 


2 the King by the moſt 


umble Submiſſion, by ſhewin 

him his Will, wherein he had made 
him his Heir, and by making him 
a Preſent of his ſtately Palace at 
Hampton-Court, which he had built 


with a Magnificence equal to that 
of the greateſt Prince. Though by 


theſe Means, and by the Affection 
the King had really for him, he 
ſtill kept his Ground, yet this Af- 
fair ſerved a little to clip the Wings 
of this haughty overbearing Mi- 
niſter. | S 

. Henry at firſt made only a League 
Defentve with Francis, and the 
two Monarchs contrived Matters ſo 
as to leave the whole Burden of the 
War upon the Pope and the Fenetj- 
ans. But at length being apprehen- 


- five, that theſe two Powers would 


not be able to hold out long againſt 
the Emperor, whereby he might 
become Maſter of all Jzaly, they 


concluded a League Offenſive a- 


ainſt him, a little before the Sack- 


ing of Nome and the Pope's Capti- 


vity; who eſcaped in December, the 
fame Year, 1527, and retired to 
Orvieto, after a ſeven Months Con- 


finement in the Caſtle of Sz Angelo. 


By one of the Articles of the Treaty 
between the two Kings, Henry re- 
nounced, for himſelf and Succeſ- 
ſors, all Right and Title to the 
Crown of France ; in Conſideration 
wherzeof, Francis obliged himſelf 
and Succeſſors to pay a Penſion 


| .*. IJ 
to Henry's Succeſſors, of 50, 
Crowne veuly os ever. The War 
proved unfortunate to Francis, but 
was put an End to in 1529, by the 
Treaty of Cambray between him 
and the Emperor. | - 
In 1527, an Affair was ſet on 
foot, which engaged the Attention 
of all Zurope — was very remark- 
able in itſelf, as well as in its Con- 
ſequences; chiefly, as it acciden- 
tally opened a Way for the Refor- 
mation in England. This was King 
Henry's Divorce from his Queen 
Catharine, Daughter of Ferdinand 
King of Arragon, and Aunt to the 
Emperor Charles V. She was his 
Brother Ariburs Widow. Henry 
had been married to her eighteen 
Years, and had had three Children 


by her, one of whom, the Princeſs 


Mary, was living. But he at length 
affirmed he had ſome Scruples of 
Conſcience about the Lawfulneſs 
of his Marriage with his Brother's 
Wife, notwithſtanding Pope Fulius's 
Diſpenſation, as being contrary to 
the Law of God; on which Ac- 
count he had, as he deciared, for 
ſome Time abſtained from her. 
Theſe Scruples are ſaid by ſome 
either to be firſt ſuggeſted to him, 
or very much, cheriſhed by Cardi- 
nal Volſeys Management, chiefly 
by Means of Longland, the King's 
Confeſſor, out of Reſentment to the 
Emperor, who was Nephew to Ca- 
tharine. And though it ſeems that 
Henry was reſolved upon his Divorce 
before he had ſeen Anne Boleyn, yet his 
falling in Love with her ſoon after, 
when ſhe was become Maid of Ho- 
nour to the Queen, made him pro- 
ſecute the Affair with the greater 
Earneſtneſs. But whatever were the 
King's ſecret Motives, whether 
Scruples of Conſcience, Reaſons of 
State, Averſion to the Queen, or 


his Love of Anne Boleyn, or all, or 


ſome of theſe together; it was re. 
ſolved to apply to the Pope to oa 
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the Marriage annulled, and Cardi- 


nal Wolſey undertook that the Bu- 
fineſs ſhould be accompliſhed. Cle- 
ment VII. ſeemed inclined to grant 
the King's Requeſt, and even pro- 


miſed to do it; but in effect, his 


Fear of offending the Emperor, put 
him upon uſing all his Artifices 


only to amuſe Henry and gain Time. 


Gardiner and Fox were ſent the next 
Year, 1528, to preſs the Pope to 


diſpatch the Affair according to the 


King's Mind. The Pontiff out- 
Gy expreſſed his Deſire and In- 


bring the Matter to a Concluſion, 
but in reality made uſe of all the 
round-about Ways to ſpin out the 


Affair till he ſhould be better re- 


folved what was moſt for his In- 


tereſt, Inſtead of granting a Bull 


for directly annulling the Marriage, 
he commiſſioned Welk „and joined 
with him Campegio, to try the Cauſe 
in England, but privately gave Or- 
ders to Campegio, upon his Depar- 
ture from Rome, to delay Matters 
as much as poſſible, and not to give 
Sentence till he had his expreſs 
Commands in Writing. There was 
a ſolemn Proceſs on the Affair in 


1529, and the King and Queen 


both appeared before, the Legates, 
Wol/ey letting Campegio preſide, and 
making no Manner of Oppoſition 


to his affected Delays. But after 


all their flow Proceedipgs, when the 


Proceſs was ended, the King was. 
juſt where he was before. Campe- 


io put off the Sentence to a long 
; 4 before which, the Pope have- 


- Ing concluded his Treaty with the 
Emperor to his entire Satis faction, 


thought he might ſafely pull off the 
Maſk, and act openly againſt the 
ivorce. The Cauſe was, after all 


his artful Shifts and Evaſions, avo- 
eated to Rome, and the King. cited 


to appear there by ſuch a Day. 


This threw him into great Per- 


4 8 


plexity; but Dr. Thomas. Cranmey 
found an Expedient to rid him of his 


Trouble, after having once more in 
vain applied to the Pope. Before 


we. proceed to this, let us ſee what 
became of Cardinal Wolſey. 5 
This haughty Favourite had met 
with ſeveral Rebuffs beſides that al- 
ready mentioned. but ſoon after the 
Proceſs his Fall came on apace. He 
was certainly at firſt very hearty for 
the Divorce, if he was not the firſt 
that got it propoſed to the * 


But whether he found it more diffi. 


cult than he imagined, or had altered 
his Mind, his Behaviour in that Af. 
fair was the chief Occaſion of his 
Diſgrace, and Aune Boleyn is thought 
to be the chief Inſtrument, who be. 
coming his Enemy, others were en- 
couraged to join with her in haſten- 
ing his Ruin. Perhaps her being a 
Friend to the Reformation, and his 
knowing that the King deſigned to 
marry her immediately upon bis Di- 
vorce, made him as much againſt it 


as he had been for it before. Be that 


as it will, on thegth of O#ober, 1529, 
a Bill of Inditment was preferred 
againſt him 'by the Attorney-Gene- 


ral, upon the Statute of Præmunire. 


the King took 
eat Seal, and gave 

mas More. Then the 
Attorney - General preferred other 
Articles againſt him upon the ſame 


A few Days after 
from him the 


Statute. He was found guilty of 


both Indictments, and declared out 
of the Protection of the Laws; 
upon which all his Goods and Ef- 
fects, of an immenſe Value, were 
ſeized for the King's Uſe. Never- 
theleſs, ſo wavering was the King, 
and ſo unable to forget the Aﬀecti- 


on to his old Favourite, that upon 


his humble Petition, he granted him 
a Protection, and moreover ſent him 


a Ring as a Token of his Favour; 


which being brought to bim as he 


was upon the Road to one of his 


3 N * Country- 


— 


— 


Conntry-Houſes, whither he was 
ordered to retire, he was ſo tranſ- 

rted, that he alighted from his 
Horſe, and fell upon his Knees 1n 
the Dirt to receive it. This how- 
ever did not hinder his being im- 
peached by the Houſe .of Lords in 


Articles, which ran chiefly upon 


the ill Uſe he had made of his 
Power, as Legate, Chancellor, and 
Prime Miniſter. One of them was 


very remarkable, viz. That know- 


ing himſelf to have the Grand Pox 
upon him, he had the Aſſurance to 
be near the King's Perſon daily, 
often whiſpering in his Ear, with- 
out fearing to infet him with his 
Breath. Yet after this the King 

ranted him a full Pardon, and ſut- 


ered him to enjoy his Archbiſhop- 


rick of York, whither he was or- 
dered to retire, But he had not 


been long there before he was ar- 


reſted by the Earl of Northumber- 
land for High-Treaſon. This ſo 
affected him, that as they were 
conducting him to London, he died 
of Grief, or Poiſon, - at Leicefter- 
Abbey, about the End of Nowember, 


1530. His laſt Words to the King's 


Officer who ſtood near his Bed, 
were, If 1 had ſerved God as dili- 
gently as 1 have ſerved the King, he 
would not have caſt me off in my grey 
Hairs. But by all his Actions it 
is pretty manifeſt, that he ſerved 
himſelf more than the King. One 
Thing, however, is to be ſaid in his 
Praiſe, that during his whole Ad- 
miniftration, no Perſon was proſe- 
cuted for. Hereſy to. pleaſe the Cler- 


gy; in which Reſpect he may be 


ſaid in ſome Meaſure to favour the 
Reformation, : 

To return to the Buſineſs of the 
Divorce. The King deſpairing of 
ever accompliſhing his Ends at the 
Court of Rome, which was wholly 
devoted to the Emperor, became 
accidentally acquainted with Dr. 
Thomas Cranmer, an able Divine, 
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ities, and getting their Opinions in 


235 
who had travelled into Germany, 
where he read Luther's Writings, 
and embraced his Doctrines; which 
by this Time great Numbers in 


England had done, and had quite 


other Notions-of the Papal Autho- 
rity than their Forefathers had; be- 
ſides, that the Principles of the Lal- 


lards were ſtill deeply rooted in 


many. Cranmer being conſulted a- 
bout the Divorce, propoſed, as the 
beſt Expedient he could think of, 
the ſending to the foreign Univer- 


Writing upon the Matter. The 
King highly approved of this Me- 
thod, put it in Practice, and was 
ſucceſsful ; moſt of the Univerſities 
giving it as their Opinion, that-Pope 
Julius IId's Diſpenſation for the 
King's Marriage with Catharine, 
was 6-9, a to the divine Law, 
and therefore invalid. This Point 


being gained, Henry reſolved to bring 


the Affair before his Parliament, 
which he might do with the greater 
Proſpect of Succeſs, as there was a 

eneral Inclination among his Sub- 


jects to throw off the Papal Voke, 1 1 


which had for many Ages been ſo 
grievous to the Nation. The Re- 
mains of Wicklif*s Doctrine, La- 
tber's Books, and the late ſcanda- 
lous Behaviour of the Popes, had ſo 
opened their Eyes, that the Thun- 
ders of the Yatican were but little 
2 by them: And the Intereſt 

the Sovereign being now the 
ſame with that of the Subjects, 
there was no Danger in bringing 
Matters to Extremity with the Court 
of Rome. The Clergy were the 
only Body from whence he might 
apprehend any Oppoſition, but 
there was the leſs Danger from 
them, as the People in general had 
now a contemptible Opinion of 


them. However, to hamble them, 


and terrify them into a Compliance, 
in 18 31, he had them all condemn- 
ed tor breaking the Statutes of Præ- 
45 So | muntrey- 
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wire. As it was not in their Power 


. * * 


ing Vear, che Ring privacty mar- 
ried Anne Boleyn. e ſame Year, 
Sir Thomas Mors the Lord Chan- 
cellor, a learned Man, but a violent 
Perfecutor of. the Reformed, per- 


ceiving that the King's Proceedings 


would end in a total Ruptpre with 
the Church of Nome, reſigned the 
Great Seal, which was _ to 
Sir Themas Audtey : And the Parli- 
. ament paſſed an Act, forbidding 
Payment of Annates, or Pirſt. 
Mats, for Biſhopricks, to the See 

7 Rome. The next Year, 1533, 
an Act was paſſed, forbidding all 
ppeals to Rome, on Pain of incur- 
ga Premunire: The King's 
Marriage with Anne Boleyn was 
made publick : And Dr. Cranmer, 
having been made Archbiſhop of 
| Canterbury, upon the Death of 
Archbiſhop Varbam, the Judgment 
of the Convocations of both Pro- 
vinces having been firſt obtained, 

ronounced the Sentence of Divorce 

tween King Henry and Catharine 
of Arragon, on May 23, and con- 
Armed his ſecond Marriage; which 
done, the new Queen was crowned 


on the iſt Henry ſent the 
Lord Me _—_— Queen 
Gatharine Sentence, and 
to ubmit. But as 


. ſhe had formerly appealed from the 
Legates to the Pope, ſo ſhe ſtill re- 


mained inflexible, declaring the 
would be the King's Wife, till the 
Marriage had been annulled by the 
Pope. Hereupon, Henry ordered 
ſhe ſhould be only ſtiled Prince/;- 
Nowager of Wales. But ſhe abſo- 
lytely refyſed to be ſerved by any 
who would not treat her as Queen, 


She died at Kimbolton, Fanuary 1 8, 


1536, in the 5oth Year of her Age. 
She was a deyout and pious Prin- 
ceſs, and led a ſtrict and ſevere Life; 
but had yery high Notions of the 
Papal Authority, As ſoon as the 
News of the Proceedings in Eng- 
land reached Rome, the Pope in a 
great Paſſion annulled Cranmer's 
Sentence, and threatned the King 
with Excommunication, if. he did 
not reduce the Cauſe to its former 
State. F i r 
In the mean Time the King of 


France laboured hard to accommo- 


date Matters between the Pope and 
lenry, particularly at an Interview 
he had with the former at Mar- 
ſeilles. He alſo ſent Jobn de Bellay, 
Biſhap of Parzs, to try what could 
be done with Henry. Both Sides 
ſeemed inclined to an Accommoda- 
tion. The Pope promiſed to wait 
till ſuch a Day for the Return of a 
Courier from England. But the 
Partizans of the Emperor were ſq 
urgent with him, that though they 
could not make him go from his 
Engagement, yet they prevailed on 
him- to give his Word, that he 
would wait no longer than the Day 
appointed ; which being come, 
and no News from England, the 
Bope publiſhed a Sentence, declar- 
ing Henry's Marriage with Catha- 
rine good and lawful, requiring him 
to take her again, and denouncing 
Cenſures in Caſe of Refuſal, Two 
Days after, the Courier. arrived, 
which might have ſaved England 
to the See of Rome ; but the ſame 
Meaſures which precipitated the 
Sentence, made the Pope refuſe ta 
in xevoke 
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revoke it, though deſired by ſeveral 
of the Cardinals. * After all, it looks 
as if the King did not act with 
Sincerity in this Affair, but that he 
dnly meant to have his Divorce 
juſtified by the Sentence he thought 
to obtain from the Pope, and then 
to drop him 7 age If ſo, the 
Biter was bit; but the beſt of it 
was, he had no great Reaſon to care 
for it. However it be, it was cer- 
tainly beſt for England, that Mat- 
ters were not made up ; for in Re- 
turn to the Pope's Cenſures, when 
the Parliament met, the Beginning 
of the following Year, 1534, an 
Act was paſſed for aboliſhing the 
Pope's Power in England, with 
Peter- Pence, Procurations,, Delegati- 
ons, Expedition of Bulls, and Di- 
pen/ations coming from the Court 
of Rome. The ſame Act declared 
the King's Marriage with Catha- 
rine null and void, and his Marriage 
with Anne Boleyn valid, ſettling the 
Succeſſion of the Crown upon their 
Iſſue. An Oath was enjoined ac- 
cording to the Act, whereby all 
Perſons were obliged to ſwear, That 
ju would be faithful to the King 
and Queen, their Heirs and Suc- 
ceſſors; that they acknowledged the 
—_— for Supreme Head of the Church 
of England'; that the Biſhop of 
Rome has no more juriſdiction than 
any other Biſhop, and that they re- 
nounced Obedience to him. In the 
next Seſſion, the Parliament con- 
firmed the King's Title of Supreme 
Head of the Church, and paſſed ſe- 
veral other Acts againſt the Pope. 
And ſhortly after, a Proclamation 
was iſſued againſt giving the Biſhop 
of Rome the Name of Pope, and for 
5 it out of all Books, that, if 
poſſi ble 

remain. Pope Clement VII. died 
ſoon after the Rupture, and was 
ſucceeded by Paul III. who drew 
up a thundering Bull againſt Henry, 
excommunicating him, and abſol- 
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Subjects. 


, no Remembrance of it may 
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ving his Subjects from their Alle 
2 but did not publiſh it 
ome Years after, and even then it 
had no Effect. 

Thus the Papal Power in Enxg- 
land was aboliſhed, But though 
this was in itfelf a happy Thing for 
the Nation, yet the good Effects of 
it were very little felt in this Reign; 
for from this Time the King af- 
ſumed ſuch an arbitrary Power as 
had ſcarce ever been known in 
England, and exerciſed it in ſuch a 
Manner as was very terrible to his 

What helped to give 
him this Power, was the Views 
the two different Parties at Court. 
Thoſe who adhered to the old Re- 
ligion, and had complied with him 
in the Matter of the Divorce, and 
the Supremacy, though the latter 
was Contrary to their Confcience, 
were for humouring him, for fear he 
ſhould go farther Lengths. Theſe 
were chiefly the Duke of Norfolk, 
Gardiner Biſhop of Wincheſter, Long- 
land Biſhop of Lincoln, and almoſt 
all the Clergy. Thoſe who were 
for a farther Reformation in the 
Church, endeavoured, by complying 
with his Humour, to make him 
their Friend, in Hopes that fome + 
Time or other he would favour the 
new Opinions. The principal Per- 
ſons of this Party, were Queen 
Anne Boleyn her elf, Archbithop 
Cranmer, and Thomas Cromwell, 
who, though only a Black/mith's Son 
at Putney, had been one of Wol/ey's 
Domeſticks, and was now in great 
Credit with the King. But Heng, 
though he had quite thrown off 
the Pope, yet ſtifly adhered to the 
old Popiſh Religion all the Days of 
his Life. At the ſame Time he was 
exceeding jealous of his Supremacy, 
and an Tay to the Papal Autho- 
rity, He therefore made ſeveral 
of both Parties feel the terrible Ef- 
fects of the arbitrary Power he had 
acquired, He got what Laws he 

. pleaſed 
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pleaſed made againſt them, and put 


them in Execution without Mercy. 


Many of both Religions were put 
to Death. 
were hanged or burnt together, at 
the ſame Time and Place; the 
former for denying the King's Su- 


2 and the latter for what 
e 


was called Hereſy; the King ever 
making his own Belief the Standard 
For that of his Subjects. Amon 

the reſt, Biſhop Fiſher and Sir Tho- 
mas More were beheaded for re- 
Fuſing to take the Oath of Supre- 


macy; and Barnes, Lambert, Anne 


Aſeexw, and ſeveral others, were cru- 
elly burnt for profeſſing the Pro- 
teſtant Doctrine. All this was the 


Effect of that abſolute Power, 


which the Heads of both Parties, 
by their Compliances, had for dif- 
ferent Views given the King. Add 
to this, that Gardiner, and the reft 
of the Temporizers of the Popiſh 
Party, made uſe of all their Credit 
with the King to turn him againſt 
the Proteftants. . 
However, beſides caſting off the 


. Pope's Authority, he did another 
Thing which helped forward the 
Reformation afterwards, tho* Henry 
> had other Views in it. The Monks 
being ftrongly attached to the Pope, 


were very open in their Invectives 
18 the King, and ſhewed them- 
ſelves utter Enemies to his Supre- 
macy and all the late Statutes made 


2 the Pope's Authority. For 
thi 


s ſome of them were executed, 


and at laſt Henry reſolved upon a 
total Suppreſſion of the Monaſteries. 
To pave the Way to it, and pre- 
poſſeſs the People in favour of bis 

eſign, he, in 1535, ordered a ge- 
neral Viſitation o 
Houſes, and appointed Cromwell, 
Viſitor-General. He with other 
Commiſſioners made a ſtrict Inquiry 
Into the Lives and Manners of the 
Monks and Nuns, and diſcovered 
the moſt horrid Scenes of Lewd- 


Papiſis and Proteſtants . 


ther with the pretended 


the Religious 


neſs, Debauchery, and Impiety. 
Their Reports were publiſhed, and 
a get many Abbots and Priors, 
with their Monks, being threatned 
with the Rigour of the Law, and 
adviſed, in order to prevent it, to 
ſurrender their Houſes to the King, 
did it accordingly. The next Thing 
was an Act of Parliament, in 1530, 
for ſuppreſſing the leſſer Monaſte- 


ries, to the Number of 376, and 


giving their Eſtates and Effects to 
the King. Shortly after  Cromwel! 
was made the King's Vicegerent 
in all Eccleſiaſtical Affairs; and 
theſe Houſes were actually ſup. 
refled in Auguſt. There were no 
eſs than three Rebellions raiſed in © 
the North, by the Monks and their 
Devotees ; but they were happily 
Wr by the King's Forces, and 
everal of the Ringleaders execu- 
ted. The King reſolved, notwith- 
ſtanding, to proceed to the Sup. 
preſſion of all the other Monaſte. 
ries, and ordered a ſtrict Viſitation, 
to prepare the Way. What ſet the 
People moſt againſt them, and made 
the Work the eaſier for the King, 
was the Diſcovery that was made 
of the abominable Frauds of the 
Monks with regard to Relicks and 
Images. As to the latter, the ſame 
Machinery that is uſed in Puppet- 
Shews, was made Uſe of by theſe 
holy Fathers, to cauſe the Images 
of our Saviour, the Virgin Mary, 
and other Saints, to move, and nod, 
and turn the Head; which the poor 
deluded People fancied to be the 
EfeR of a Divine Power, Great 
Quantities of theſe Images, toge- | 

a Relicks of 
Saints, were publickly burnt by 
the King's Order, and. among the 
reſt, the Bones of that Arch-Saint 
Thomas Becket, whoſe coſtly Shrine 
was ſeized for the King's Uſe. The 
Number of Monaſteries, that were 
ſuppreſſed, from firſt to laſt, were 
643, together with go _ 

e 23 


and 110 Hoſpirals, Their yearly 
Value, as given in before the Sup- 
preſſion, when the Rents were low, 


cauſe the Fines upon the Leaſes 


were high, was 1 5255 17/. 18s. 10d. 
But their real Value was ſuppoſed 
to be 1,600,0007, an immenſe Sum 
in thoſe Days! Beſides this, the 
plate, Furniture, and other Effects, 
were of a prodigious Value, which 
all fell into the King's Hands. King 
Henry allowed ſmall Penſions to ſe- 
veral of the Abbots, Monks, and 
Nuns, ſold the Abbey-Lands to his 
Subjects at eaſy Rates, and 3 
Part of the Revenue of theſe Houſes 
towards the Founding of the new 
Biſhopricks of Chefter, Gloucgſter, 
Peterborough, Oxford, Briſtol, and 
W:ftminſter ; which laſt ceaſed to be 
2 Biſhoprick after its firſt Biſhop. 
The Order of the Knights of S.. 
Fohn of F was ſoon after 
entirely ſuppreſſed. | ; 
The King had been married to 
Anne Boleyn but about three Years, 
when he began to be jealous of her, 
which ended in her Ruin. At the 


ſame Time he was in Love with 


ane Seymour, which doubtleſs made 
im more willing to entertain diſ- 
advantageous Thoughts of the 
Queen, by whom he had had one 
Daughter, named Elizabeth, whom 
we ſhall hereafter ſee. Queen of 
England. Queen Anne Boleyn was 
naturally of a very chearful and 
gay Temper, which poſiibly might 
lead her into ſome Indiſcretions, 
without any criminal Intention. 
And there is good Reaſon to think, 
that her Enemies of the Popiſh 
Party took Advantage of the Piſ- 
poſition the King was in, to com- 
pleat her Destruction, becauſe ſhe 


was a great Favourer of the Refor- 


mation. However, ſhe was accuſed 


of a criminal Familiarity with her 
own Brother the Earl of Rochford, 
and four of her Domeſticks, who 
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were all executed; and, after all, the 
Queen her ſelf, was beheaded on the 
Green within the Tower, on May 19, 
1536. The very next Day the King 
married Jane Seymour, who bore him 
Prince Edward, his Sueceſſor. But 
his Birth coſt the Queen his Mother 
her Life. Queen Annes Marriage 
was nulled, on Pretence of a Pre- 
contract with the Lord Percy; and 
her Daughter Elizabeib, as well as 
Mary the Daughter of Catharine, 
were illegitimated by Act of Parli- 
ament. | 
In 15 39» by the Counſels of Gar- 
diner and others of the Popiſh Pare 
ty, the Reformers received a ter- 
rible Blow, by an Act paſſed in 
Parliament, deſervedly called The 
Bloody Statute; which made it 
Burning or Hanging for any one 
to deny 7. n de to main- 
tain the Neceſſity of Communion in 
Both Kinds, that it was lawful for 
Priefts to marry, that Fows of Cha 
tity may be broken, that private 
Maſſes are unprofitable, or that Au- 
ricular Confeſſion is not neceſſary to 
Salvation. | on. 
A Marriage having been con- 
cluded between King Henry and 
Anne of Clewes, Siſter to the Duke 
of Cleves, and to the Ducheſs of 
Saxony, upon her Arrival in . Eng- 
land, the King went down to ſee hes, 
and upon the firſt Sight conceived 
a Diſlike of her Perſon, and ſwore 
they had brought him over a #lax- 
ders Mare. Nevertheleſs, for polt- 
tical Reaſons, he married her in 
January, 1540. But his Averſion 


to her continuing, he got himſelf 


divorced from her about fix Months 
after. As Cromæuell had the chief 
Hand in this Match, the King ne- 
ver forgave him for it, though he 
afterwards created him Earl of Efex, 
He did not enjoy this new Title 
long; for the Duke of Norfolk, 
Gardiner, and other Chiefs of the 
Popiſh Party,” taking Advantage of 
tha 
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the King's Diſpleaſure on account 
of the Marriage, found Means to 
work his Ruin. He was accuſed of 


High-Treaſon by the Duke of Nor- 


fore the Divorce, and loſt his Head 
on a Scaffold, on the 28th of Juhy. 


Time with Catharine Howard, Niece 
to the Duke of : Norfolk, helped the 
more eaſily to accompliſh his De- 
ſtruction. This was the King's 

fifth Wife. His Marriage with her 


ſoon Cauſe to repent of the Match: 


dence than Arne Boleyn, was con- 
demned by Act of Parliament, and 
beheaded on Tower-Hill, February 
12, 1542. The Lady Rochford, one 
of her Complices, who had accuſed 
ber Huſband, the Lord Rochford, of 
a criminal Commerce with his Siſ- 
ter Anne Boleyn, was beheaded with 
her. Dereham, Mannock, and Culpe- 
per, who confeſſed they had lain 
with the Queen, were alſo executed. 
The ſame Year, 1542, Ireland was 
erected into a Kingdom; from which 
Time, our Kings were ſtiled King: 
of Ireland, whereas before they had 
only the Title of Lords of Ireland. 
At this Time Henry had a Quar- 
rel with James V. his Nephew, Kin 
of Scotland. The Duke of Bergell 
entered that Country at the Head of 


running away in a Fright, great 
Numbers were flain in the Purſuit, 


them ſeveral general Officers an 
Perſons of Diſtinction; which Lofs 
ſo affected James, that he ſoon after 
died with Grief, leaving only one 
Daughter, Mary, but ſeven Days 
old, who ſucceeded him, 
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Folk, and attainted in Parliament be- 


The King's being in Love at this 
t 


was declared on the 8th of Juguf?. 
_ . He loved her extremely, but had 


For ſhe was accuſed of Lewdneſs 
and Adultery upon much better Evi-' 


20,000 Men, when the Scot, Army 


and taken Priſoners, and — 


In July, 1543, the King took te 
his Kak wit the rs, Beret : 
Parr, Reli& of Newvil Lord Latimer. 
She was a great Friend to the Re- 
formed, which put the oppoſite Party 
upon contriving her Ruin, inſomuc 
that an. Grder was figned by the 
King for ſending her to the 7 over, 
for abetting Hereſy: But by her en- 
$3ging Addreſs ſhe ſo prevailed on 

im, that the Order was revoked, 
Several Plots were alſo laid by the 
ſame Party, to ruin the good Arch- 
biſhop Cranmer ; but the deſerved 
Eſteem and Affection the King had 
for him, baffled all their Deſigns. 

King Henn having entered into 
a League with the Emperor againſt 
France, paſſed over to Calais, and laid 
Siege to Boulogne, which ſurrender- 
ed September 14, 1544. This War 
continued, without much Sutceſs on 
either Side, till 454.6; when a Treaty 
of Peace was concluded on the 7th 
of June. + | 
The King, now grown monſtrous 
fat and unwieldy, did not long ſur- 
vive this Peace: He died in the 56th 
Year of his Age, on Jan. 29, 1547, 
after a Reign of 37 Years and 9 
Months, and lies buried at Vindſr. 
Never had any Exgliſb King acquired 
ſuch an abſolute Power over his 
Subjects as Henry. His Parliaments 
did juſt what he pleaſed, and his ſole 
Will was in effect the Law both in 
Church and State. He was natural- 
ly of a ſtern and haughty Temper, 
but grew more obſtinate and fierce 
in his latter Years. He built St. 
nes Palace in the 24th Year of 

is Reign ; and ſome Time before, 
inſtituted the College of Phyſicians. 
A Man was boiled to Death in Smith- 
feld for poiſoning, that being the 
Puniſhment ordained for that Crime 
by Act of Parliament, which was re- 
pealed in the next Reign. | 
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| py 4 #2 D, he, only Son of 
Zenry VIII. by his Queen, Jane 
Seymour, {acceeded his F — 

at the Age of nine Vears and three 


Months. He was a Prince of ſuch 


excellent Qualities, that the Nation 
might have been happy under him, 
xf either he had reigned 1 „or 
thoſe who by . Virtue of the late 
King's Will were intruſted with the 
Government during his Minority, 
which was fixed to his 18th Year, 
Which he did not live to reach, had 
not moſt of them minded their own 
private Advantage more than the 
Good of the State, The young 
Prince being at Hertford, with his 
difter Elizabeth, when his Father 
died, the Council ſent Edward Sey- 
mour Earl of Hertford, his Uncle, with 
dir Anthony Brown, to bring him up 
to London, At Enfield they acquaint- 
ed him with the King's Death, and 
then proceeded with him to London, 
Do 5 was proclaimed the ſame 
» FJanua I, 1 by the 
Name of Edward VI. ** ? 


The firſt Thing the Council did 


after this, was to © the late 
King's Will, who had been em- 
powered by Parliament, not only 
to fettle the Succeſſion, but to ap- 
oint the Form of Government till 
is Succeflor ſhould be of Age. 
Here it appeared, that he had named 
ſixteen Perſons, ſome Proteſtants and 
ſome Papiſts, his Executors, Re- 
gents of the Kingdom, and Go- 
vernors to his Son. The chief of 
the former were Archbiſhop Craz- 


mer and the Earl of Hertford; and 


of the latter, the Lord Chancellor 
Wrinthefley, and Tonftal Biſhop of 
Durham, He alſo appointed twelve 
Privy-Counſellors, Aſſiſtants to the 


Regents, who likewiſe were a Mix- 


ture of both Parties. But the Party 
of the Reformers was the ſtrongeſt 
— 5 in the Regency and the Coun- 
cil. 

For the more eaſy Diſpatch of 
Buſineſs, the Regents thought fit to 
chuſe one of their Number to be 
their Preſident, with the Title of 

R Protector 
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Protector of the Realm, and Gower- 
nor to the King : However, he was 
to do nothing without the Conſent 
of the Majority of the reſt of the 
Regents. The Choice fell .upon 
the Earl of Hertford, the King's 
Uncle, who was ſoon after made 
Duke of Somerſet. Others of the 
Regents had alſo new Titles con- 
ferred on them: Chancellor Vrio- 
theſley was made Earl of Southamp- 
in John Dudley, Viſcount Liſie, 
Son of Dudley, who was executed 
at the Beginning of the laſt 1 
was advanced to be Earl of Var- 
evick : William Parr, Earl of Efex, 
Brother to the Queen-Dowager, and 
one of the Council, was created 
Marqueſs of Northampton; and Sir 
Thomas Seymour, another of the 
Council, and younger Uncle to the 


He was ſoon after made High- 
Admiral, and his Brother, the Pro- 
tector, Lord Treaſurer and, Earl- 
Marſhal. This ſudden Advance- 
ment of the Family of the Seymour: 
was not, to be ſure, looked upon 
by many without Envy. 
The King was crowned on the 
zoth of February: And: ſhortly af- 
ter, the Earl of Southampton, who 
was like to be a dead Weight upon 
the Reformers, was for ſome Miſ- 
demeanor deprived of the Chancel- 
lorſhip, and confined to his Houſe. 
1 now the Duke of 1 0 ot 
imſelf eſtabliſned Protector by Pa- 
tent under the Great Seal, in ſuch 
Manner, that he had the ſole Go- 
vernment of the King and King- 
dom, and the reſt of the Regents 
became no more than Counſellors 
to him. 5 A 
Whatever we may think of this 
Step, it was of great Advantage to 
the Reformation ; for now, the Pro- 
tector found himſelf at full Liberty 
bo follow the Advice of Craxmer 
and the other Reformers, whoſe 
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King, had the Title of Lord Sudley. 


done, and moreover. paſſed an Act 


- had made a fucceſsfu] Expedition in 


Party muſt needs be ſtronger than 
that of their Adverſaries, as the 
King himſelf was at their Head, 
who, though young, had imbibed the 
Principles of the Reformation under 
Dr. Cox, his Preceptor, and con- 
tinued firmly attached to them as 
long as he lived. It being reſolved 
therefore to make uſe of this fa- 
vourable Conjuncture, the firſt Step 
was to appoint a general Viſitation 
of the Churches, the Viſitors being 
empowered to aboliſh ſome groſs 
Abuſes in the publick Service, par- 
ticularly with reſpect to Image. 
Bonner and Gardiner, who had out- 
wardly comphed with all the Mea- 
ſures of the late King, now thought 
fit to oppoſe the Proceedings of the 
Viſitors, whereupon they were com- 
mitted to Priſon. The Princeſs 
Mary alſo expreſſed her Dillike of 
the new Regulations, and wrote to 
the Protector to that Purpoſe ; but 
ke knowing. his Power, thewed no 
Regard tot. -'T he Parliament meet- 
ing in November this Year, con- 
firmed all that the Protector had 


to aboliſh all private Mayes, and 
to reitore the Cuß to the Laity; 
and another to recognize the King's 
. Supremacy, , The Act of the {ix 
Articles, or the Bloody Statute, and 
two Acts againſt the Lollards, were 
likewiſe repealed by this Parliament. 
But before this, the Protettor 


Scotland. There was, a. Treaty. of 
Marriage concluded in the late 
Reign between Prince Edward, non 
King, and the young Queen of 
Scots, But a contrary Party nom 
prevailing. in Scotland, refuſed to 
make good this Treaty. The Fre. 
tector therefore, to compel them © 
it, entered Scotland with 15,000 Fol 
and 3000 Horſe, With this Amy 
he met the Scots near Muſeſburgh 


who were ſtrong. Bo 
were 3@,000 g 4 
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Armies engaging on the 1oth of 
September, 1547, the Scots were en. 
tirely route , 14,000 bein killed 
on the Spot, and 1500 taken Pri- 
foners. This threw the Scots into 
the utmoſt Conſternation, but the 
protector ſtaid not to improve his 
Victory; an Affair which concerned 
the Safety of his Perſon calling him 
home, after an Abſence of but ſix- 
teen Days. This was the News of 
his Brother the High-Admiral's ca- 
balling againſt him at Court. He 
was proud, haughty and ambitious, 
had made his Addreſſes to the Prin- 
ceſs Elizabeth, and had actually 
married the Queen-Dowager, Ca- 
tharine Parr, without the Know- 
ledge of his Brother the Protector, 
whom he envied,. and wanted ta 
ſupplant, in order to put himſelf in 
his Place. To this End he endea- 
voured to form a Party among the 
Nobility, and uſed all his Arts to 
ingratiate himſelf with the young 
King ; and not without Succeſs. 
In ſhort, he left no Stone unturned 
to procure his Brother's Ruin ; but 
he firſt procured his own, being at- 
tainted in Parliament of conſpiring 
againſt the Government, and be- 
headed on the zoth of March, 
1549- INT 

| The Emperor having defeated. 
and taken Priſoner the Elector of 
Saxony, and having alſo got the 
Landgrave of Heſſe into his Hands, 
the Proteſtant Cauſe in Germany was 
brought into very diſcouraging Cir- 
cumſtances. Upon this many learn- 
ed Reformers took Refuge in Eng- 
| /and; among others, Peter Martyr, 
Bucer, Ochinus, and Fagius; on 
whom King Edward beſtowed Pen- 
ions and Benefices. Peter Martyr 
was Divinity Profeſſor at Oxford, 
and Bucer at Cambridge, where Fa- 
Siut was alſo Hebrew Profeſſor. 
In 1548, ſeveral ſuperſtitious Prac- 
tices were aboliſhed by Order of 
Council, as the carrying of Candles 
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on Candlemas-Day, of Aſhes on 4fp- 
Wearne/day, of Palm on Paln- Sunday; 
as alſo the Ceremonies uſed on 
Good. Friday and Eat Or And 
ſoon after was ordered the. total 
Removal of Images out of Churches, 
As there were two Parties then in 
England, ſome approved of theſe 
Changes, and others diſliked them; 
but the Council were reſolved to 
go through with the Work, the Pro- 
tector had it chiefly at Heart, and 
it was what was entirely agreeable 
to the young pious King. The 
5 which met towards the 

nd of the Vear, paſſed an Act, 
allowing Prieſts to marry; and ano- 
ther, confirming the new Liturgy, - 
which Commiſſioners had been ap- 
pointed to examine and reform, and 
which ſoon after was eſtabliſhed in 
all the Churches. | 

Whilſt the Men in Power were thus 
throwing off the Fopperies of the old 
Wh en it is pity they could not fee 
the Abſurdity of that which is the 
worſt Part of Popery, namely, Per- 
ſecution. Joan Boucher, commonly 
called Joan of Kent, one of thoſe call- 
ed Anabaptiſts, being pronounced a 
Heretick, was delivered over to the 
Secular Power, and condemned to be 
burnt. The King, who, though {a 
young, had a better Way of 'Think+ 
ing than his Biſhops or Counſellors, 
could not be prevailed upon by the 
Council to ſign the Warrant for her 
Execution, declaring it to be cruel 
and unjuſt ; till Cramer being em- 
ployed to uſe. Arguments to per- 
ſuade him to it, the good young 
King at laſt did it with Tears in 
his Eyes, ſaying, if he did wrong, 
Cranmer ſhould anſwer for it be- 
fore God: And ſo the poor Wo- 
man was delivered to the Flames. 
Some Time after, George Van Pare, 
a Dutchman, one of a pious and ex- 
emplary Life, ſuffered in the ſame 
Manner on the ſame Account. This 


was a great Blemiſh upon the Re- 
R 2 


f ormers s 
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formers, and the Papiſts too juſtly 
ſaid, that they were only againſt 
Burning, when they were 1n Fear of 
it themſelves. Cp 

The Protector hitherto had pur- 
ſued his Scheme of Reformation 
With great Succeſs. But this Year, 

1549, he found himſelf very much 
embarraſſed both at home and a- 
broad. At home there were Com- 
motions and Inſurrections in di- 
vers Parts of the 8 part- 


Iy on Account of Religion, and 


_ » Þartly on other Accounts; but all 


_ occafioned by ſome of the late 
Changes: After the Diſſolution 
of the Monaſteries, abundance of 
Monks found themſelves under a 
Neceſſity of workin 
Living; which occaſioning more 
Workmen than there was Work to 
Be done, the common People in 
moſt Counties were either deſtitute 
of Employment, or forced to work 
For very low Wages: Beſides, as 
the Monaſteries uſed to lett their 
Lands to the Farmers at low Rents; 
they could then afford to employ 
a great many Hands and to give 
good Wages. But the Caſe was 
altered fince theſe Lands were in 
the Hands of the Nobility and Gen- 
try, who had greatly raiſed the 
Rents, and at the ſame Time neg- 
lected Hoſpitality, though it was on 
that Condition the | 
Lands. And then the. Buſineſs of 
Incloſures was reckoned a . 
Grievance; for the Landlords or 
their Farmers, finding a better Ar- 
count ii Wool than in Corn, had 
incloſed great Quantities of Land 
for the breeding of Sheep, which 
inhanced the Price of Corn to the 
great Detriment of the Poor. Theſe 
and other Cauſes conſpiring, the 
common People thought they were 
going to be ruined ; and as there 
were always Perſons ready to make 
a Handle of their Diſcontents, for 
reſtoring the old Superſtition, they 
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for their 


held thoſe 


roſe in Arms in ſeveral Counties, 
The Protector tried all he could to 
redreſs their Grievances, but all he 

ot by it was the III-will of the 

ouncil and the teſt of the Nobility 
and Gentry, with whom he never 
ſtood very fair. The moft formida- 
ble Inſurrections were in Devonſbire 
and Norfolk. In the former the Mal. 
contents were 10,000 ſtrong, headed 
by one Arundel. The Lord John Ruſ. 


el was ſent againſt them; but his 


Forces being inferior to theirs, he 
kept at ſome Diſtance, and deſired 
to know what it was they demanded, 


that he might lay it before the Coun- 


cil. They fent in their Demands in 
fifteen Articles, moſt of which tended 
to an entire Reſtoration of the old 
Religion: Which being rejected, 
and the Negotiations broke off, the 
Rebels immediately beſieged Exeter; 
where meeting with a brave Re- 
fiance from the Inhabitants, they 
turned the Siege into a Blockade, in 
Hopes to ſtarve them out. But the 
Lord Rue! having received a Re- 
inforcenient, came to its Relief, 
when reduced almoſt to the laſt 
Extremity. He attacked and de- 
feated the Rebels, took Arundel and 
the Mayor of Boamyn, who were 
hanged with ſome others. In Ner- 
folk, the Rebellion was no leſs for- 


midable, where the Malcontents 


got together to the Number of 
20,000, being headed by one XK 
a Tanner. But Dudley Earl of War- 
ewick - marching againſt them with 
the Army deſigned for Scotland, 
quickly diſperſed them;killing 2000, 
and taking a great m_ Priſoners, 
among whom was Ker their Leader, 
who was hanged at Norevich. It was 
on account of theſe Inſurrections in 
divets Parts of the Kingdom at 
once, that the Lords-Lieutenants of 
Counties were firſt appointed. _ 
In the midſt of theſe Diſtracti- 
ons at home, the War with Sc 
land continued without * 
e 
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e Scots had laſt Year received 
conſiderable Succours from France, 
had made an Inroad into Eng/and 
s far as Tag e 
reat Booty. And now, in 1549. 
2 ee Caſis from Bo 
Engliſh ; and the Protector not be- 
ing able to hold Haddington, on ac- 
count of the Troubles in Zngland, 
cauſed it to be demoliſhed, At the 


ſame Time, to compleat the Mis- 


fortunes of the Englib, Henry II. 
King of France, who ſucceeded. 
Francis I. invaded the Territory of 
Boulogne, though no War had been 
declared, By the Treaty between 
Henry VIII. and Francis, Boulogne 
was to be reſtored to France in 
eight Years for 2,000,000 of Crowns 
of Gold: But Heary II. had formed 
a Deſign of getting it before, with- 
out paying the Money. Accord- 
ingly, after having taken ſome 
Forts in its Territory, he laid Siege 
to Boulogne itſelf, and after ſeveral 
fruitleſs Attacks turned it into a 
Blockade. This War exceedingly 
diſturbed the Protector, inſomuch 
that for the Sake of procuring a 
Peace, he propoſed to the Council 
the Reſtitution of Boulogne: But 
this Propoſal was rejected with In- 
dignation. | 

any of the Regents appointed 
by Henry VIII. could not forgive 


the Duke of Samerſer, for aſſuming 


the whole Government, and re- 
ducing them to the State of bare 
Counſellors. His chiet Enemies were 
Wriotheflcy Earl of Southampton, and 
Dudley Earl of Warwick. It was 
principally by their Means, that a 
ſtrong Faction was now formed a- 
gainſt him in the Council. At laſt, 
on the 6th of October, they with 
the Lord Preſident 87. Jobn, and 
{ix other Counſellors, ſeparated from 
the reſt, and met at Ely-Houſe as 
the King's Council, and were ſoon 
Joined by ſeven more. Here they 
conkidered the State of the Nation, 


and laid many Things to the Duke's 
Charge, ſending for the Mayor, 
Aldermen and Comon- Council of 
Londoz, and the Lieutenant of the 
Tower, and forbidding them to own 
him for Protector; which they com- 
plied with. The Duke upon the 
firſt Notice of what was doing re- 
moved the King to Vinaſor, armed 
his Servants ny Friends, and took 
ſome, other Precautions, which only 


furniſhed his Enemies with a freſh 


Handle againſt him. At laſt, five 
other Counſellors forſook him, find- 
ing he was falling, and none re- 
mained with him but Cranmer and 
Paget. The Council having thus 
all, in a Manner, removed to Lon- 


don, publiſhed a Manifeſto againſt _ 


the Duke, and then went in a Body 
to the King at Vindſor, who re. 
ceived them praciouſly ; when Ar- 
ticles of Accuſation, chiefly turning. 
upon his having aſſumed the whole, 
Power of the Government, being 
exhibited againſt him, he was im 
mediately ſent to the Tower. Then 
fix Lords were appointed to be Go- 
vernors to the King, but the Earl 
of Warwick became Prime Miniſter, 
to the great Mortification of the 
Earl of Southampton, who ſhortly 
after retired from Court and died 
of Grief, 'The Popiſh Party re- 
Joiced at the Duke of Somerſet's 
Diſgrace, and expected great Things 
from this Change: But they ſoon 
found themſelves miſtaken. For the 
Earl of Warwick, who was wholly 
ſwayed by his Ambition, and was 
in reality of neither Religion, know- 
ing what was moſt likely to eſtabliſh 
himſelf in Favour with the King,, 


turned his Back upon the Romanifts, 


and declared for the Reformation. 
The Duke of Somer/et having 

thought it his wiſeſt Courſe, in 

order to, get out of his Enemies 


Hands, to ſubſcribe a Confeflion of 


the Charges againſt him, and to 
throw himſelf upon the King's 
R 3 | Mercy, 
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Mercy, who ſtill had a great Af- 
fection for him, though at the fame 
Time' he proteſted he never had 
any ill Defign againſt the King or 
State, was by Act of Parliament, in 
Jan. 1550, fined in 20000. a Year 
of Land, and condemned to forfeit 
all his Goods to the King, and to 
loſe all his Places. His Enemies 
did not think fit to purſue him any 
farther, whilſt he bal any Share in 
the King's Favour, as it was plain 
he had at this Time. For on Feb. 6, 
on 8 10, ooo. Bond for his 
go 
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out of the Tower; and not lon 
after, the King pardoned him, 10 
again made him one of his Coun- 
ſellors. In the mean Time, to 
fruſtrate the Hopes that the Ene- 
mies of the Reformation might en- 
tertatn from the Duke of Somerſet's 
Fall, the Parliament paſſed an Act 
confirming the new Liturgy, and 
ordering all Images to be burnt 


Fane. 

Though the Duke of Somerſet was 
exclaimed againſt for barely pro- 
poſing the Reſtitution of Boulogne, 
= yet this Year it was actually de- 
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Crowns of Gold: The Conſequence 
of which was a Peace with Brad, 
in which Scatland was alſo included; 
and King Edward deſiſted from his 


T 


of Scots. | 4 

The Reformation ſtill went on, 
In 1551, a Confeſſion of Faith was 
drawn up, the new Liturgy was cor- 
reed, the Croſs in conſecrating the. 
Euchariſt, Prayers for the Dead, &c. 
were laid aſide, The Princeſs Mary 


ges, and ftill had Maſs ſaid in her 
Houſe. The Sweating Sickne/rFaged 
again in England this Year, and 
continued from April to October. 

The ambitious Earl of War- 
zwick, now Duke of Northumberland, 


Behaviour, he was diſcharged . 


or defaced before the laſt Day of 


ivered up to the French for 400,c00- 
intended Marriage with the Queen 


for 23 


refuſed to comply with theſe Chan? 
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Ps his Power could not be 
fully eſtabliſhed, whilſt the Duke 
of Somer/et was living, reſolved now 
to remove him out of the Way. 
Accordingly, having firſt prepoſſeſſed 
the King againſt him, be got him 
accuſed both of Treaſon and Felony, 
He was acquitted of the Treaſon, 
but” condemned to die for Felony, 
in deſigning to ſeize the Duke of 
Northumberland's Perſon, with In- 


tent, as it was given out, to have 


him affaſfinated.* Accordingly he 
was beheaded on Jan. 22, 1552, to 
the great Grief of the People, by 
whom he was highly eſteemed. 
Thus fell the Duke of Somerſet, 
the King's Uncle, whoſe Character 
is differently repreſented by the 
Friends of the two Religions, and 
there is no Doubt but their Zeal 
led them both into Extremes, the 


Papiſts in blackening him, and the 


Proteſtants in commending him, 
who make whatever Actions of 
his ſavour of Ambition, to be pure- 
ly the Effect of his Zeal for pro- 
moting the Reformation. However, 
it is certain that he had heaped up 
great Riches, of which Somerſet- 
Houſe in the Strand, which he built, 
and which ftill bears his Name, is 
an evident Proof. 

The Duke of Northumberland“ 
Ambition had for ſome Time put 
him upon forming the Project of 
bringing the Crown into his own 
Family? And upon the young 


King's falling into a dangerous Con- 
ſumption the 1 the Year - 


1353, he began to take Meaſures 
| it in Execution. To 
this End he married his fourth Son, 
the Lord Guilford Dudley, with 
ane Grey, eldeſt Daughter of the 
* * of Dorſet, now Duke of 
uffolk, by Frances Brandon, who 


was, by Henry the VIIIth's Will, the 


next in Succeſſion after the Princeſs 
Elizabeth, as being the only Daugh- 
ter of Mary, Queen-Dowager of 


Frantt, 
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, Daughter to Henry VII. 
1 fecond Huſband, Charles 
Brandon Duke of Salt. This 


Step being taken, Northumberland. 
knowing the King's great Concern 


for the State of Religion under his 
Siſter Mary, who Was tg. ſucceed 
him, artfully perſuaded him, now 
his Diſtemper was become deſpe- 
rate, to ſettle the Crown on his 
Daughter-in- Law, the Lady Jane 
Grey. The Judges were in a Man- 
ner compelled by Nortbumbirland to 
draw up and ſign the Settlement; 
Council. S ny 

The King in .the mean Time 
growing worſe and Worſe, the Coun- 
cil diſmiſſed the Phyſicians, and com- 
mitted him to the Care of a certain 
Woman, who undertook to cure 
him; but inſtead of that, ſhe only 
put him to more Pain, which in- 
creaſed the People's Suſpicions of 
ſome foul Play in the Duke of 
Northumberland to haften the King's 
Death, But that is only Con- 
jecture. The Phyſicians were ſent 
for again, but not being able to 
do him any Good, the pious King 


after which it was ſigned by all the ; 
5 underſtood Fortification, and knew 


% * 4 


Vears, five 


> 
reſigned. his Soul to God on the 
6th 9875 ly, 1553, in the ſixteenth 
Year of his Age; having reigned fix 
| onths and nine Days. 
He was buried in Neminſter-Abbey, 
near Henry VII. his Grandfather. 

_ King Edward VI. was a Prince 
of ſuch rare Accompliſhments for 


his Years, that he was eſteemed 


the Miracle of his Time. He had 
an excellent Genius, was Maſter of 
the Latin and French, and pretty 
well acquainted with the Greeł and 
other Tongues. He had made 2 
wonderful Progreſs in the Sciences, 


all the Harbours and Parts in his 
Dominions. He kept a Journal, 
in which he regularly entered all 
the important Tranſactions of his 
Reign. Add to this, that he was 


remarkably pious, and of a ſweet 


and amiable Temper. He con- 
firmed his Father's Grant of Chri/?'s 
and Sr. Bartholomew's Hoſpitals, 
and founded Bridewell and St, Tho- 
mat's Hoſpitals. He alſo founded 
ſeveral Schools, which were moſtly 
endowed out of the Chantry-Lands. 
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ARY, Daughter of King 
Ee VIII. by Catharine of 

| Arragon, was placed the ſe- 
cond in the Succeſſion in the ſaid 
King's Will, which he was em- 
powered to make by Act of Parlia- 
ment, for ſettling the ſaid Succeſſion ; 


though the Act declaring her illegi- 


timate had never been ealed. 
When the late King her Brother 
was near expiring, the Duke of 
Northumberland got the Council to 
write to her. and her Siſter- Eligabeth 


to come and keep him Company in 


his Illneſs. But his Deſign in re- 
_ality was to get the two Princefles 
into his Hands. They were actually 
coming up, and Mary was within 
half a Day's Journey of London, 
when ſhe was informed of the King's 
Death, of the Crown's being aſſign. 
ed to the Lady Jane Grey, and of 
the Deſign to ſecure her Perſon : 
Upon which ſhe turned back, and 
retired to Ken:ing-Hall in Norfolk, 
from whence, on July 9, ſhe wrote 
a Letter to the Council, aſſerting 


„„ 


her Right to the Crown, and pro- 
miſing to pardon ſuch as would re- 
turn to their Duty. Then ſhe repair- 
ed to the Caſtle of Framlingbam in 
Suffolk, where ſhe took the Title of 
Queen; and being proclaimed at 
Norwich, the ſent circular Letters 
to all the Nobles, demanding their 
Aſſiſtance in aſſerting her Right. 

In the mean Time, the Duke of 
Northumberland, who bore an ab- 
ſolute Sway in the Council, cauſed 
himſelf to be ſent to Fare, with 
the Duke of Suffolk her Father, to 
notify to her her Acceſſion to the 
Crown, by Virtue of King Edward's 
Aſſignment. This excellent Lady, 
who very much reſembled that 
young King in the Endowments 
of her Mind, the Study of Letters, 
and Acquirement of uſeful Know- 


ledge, as ſhe was much of the | 


ſame Ape, being' in her fixteenth 
Year, ſhewed no Manner of Am- 
bition for the Crown, and was with 
Difficulty prevailed on to acce; t it, 
after the moſt preſſing * 
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of her Father and Father-in-Law, 
and the earneſt: Sollicitatious of the 
Lord Calf her Huſband. Have- 
ing thus yielded wich ReluQance 
to what Sthers would aſpire after, 
the Council withdrew with her to 
the Towwer, and the next Day, July 
10, ſhe was proclaimed in London 
by the Name of Queen Jane. But 
the People were ſo aſtoniſhed to ſee 
a Queen proclaimed they had never 
once thought of, that there were 
none of thoſe Acclamations which 
are uſual on ſuch Occaſions : Which 
was a bad Omen to the Duke of 
Northumberland, whom the People 
never liked,” and they knew that this 
was all his Contrivance: And a 
Piece of Severity that was acted on 
this Occaſion, ſet them ſtill more 
againſt him. A Vintner's Boy have- 
ing ſome Way expreſſed his Scorn 
at the Proclamation, was taken 
and ſet on a Pillory, with his Ears 
nailed to it, and cut off from his 
Head. Re 

The Duke of Northumberland was 
hated moſt of all in Norfo/# and 
Suffolk, on account of the great 
Slaughter he had made in the late 
Rebellion, which was on a civil, 
not a religious Account. Theſe 
two Counties therefore immediately 
declared for Mary. The Suffolk 
Men were very foward on this 
Occaſion, though they were great 
Friends to the Reformation, and 
therefore inſiſted on her leaving 
Religion as ſhe found it; which 
ſhe readily promiſed to do. Many 
Lords alſo came to Framlingham to 
offer their Service, and raiſed For- 
ces for her. 

Though the Majority of the Coun- 
eil were no Friends to the Duke, 
and had only through Fear joined in 


| his Meaſures, they had not yet an 


Opportunity of acting againſt him: 
And therefore upon the News of 
Mary's Proceedings, and the Pre- 
Parations that were making in her 
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Favour, they ave Orders for raifin 


Forces, which were to meet thoſe | 
already on foot. at Newmarket. 
But at the ſame Time, the Earl 


of Arundel pdlitickly contrived it 
o, that the Duke. of Nerthumber- 
and ſhould go and take the Com- 
mand of theſe Forces; that in his 
Abſence they might have the better 
Opportunity of ſhak ing off his Yoke, 
and; declaring N um. He ac- 
cordingly marched out of London 
with 2000 Horſe and 6000 Foot, 
and with them went and headed 
65000 more, already aſſembled at 
Newmarket, At his leaving London, 
though great Crowds came out to ſee 
him paſs by, yet none wiſhed him 
Succeſs, which ſhewed how ill they 
were affected to him. The Duke 
marched to Cambridge, and from 
thence advanced towards St. Ed. 


up nundſbury; whilſt ſeveral Circum- 


ftances concurred to throw him into 
2 Perplexity. His Army daily 
iminiſhed by Deſertions: M. 
made a great Progreſs in Norfoll | 
and Suffolk : Six Men of War, ſent 
to the Coaſt of Szfo/k to prevent 
her eſcaping abroad, declared for 
her: And Sir Edward Haſtings, 
who had been ſent by the Council 
to levy Troops in Buckinghamfhire, 
having raiſed 4000 Men, inſtead of 
joining Northumberland, declared for 
Queen Mary, and proclaimed her at 
Buckingham. Theſe Things made 
the Duke turn back to Cambridge, 


from whence he writ to the Coun- 


cil for ſpeedy Succours, but to no 
Purpoſe; for the Council having 
found Means to get out of the 
Tower, from the Duke of Suffolk, 
who was left there to direct them 
in Northumberland's Abſence, im- 
mediately declared for Mary, and 
ſending for- the Lord-Mayor and 
Aldermen, went together and pro- 
claimed her in ſeveral Parts of the 
City. Which done, they ſent to 
the Duke of Suffolt to deliver up the 


Tower, 
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Tower, which Order he immediately 
obeyed ; and to his Daughter Jane, 
to deſiſt from the Title of Queen, 
and lay down her new Dignity, 
which ' the did with more Pleaſure. 
than the had taken it up but nine 
Days before. Then the Council 
ſent Orders to the Duke of North- 
amberland to diſband his Troops 
and ſubmit to Queen Mary: But 
ke having heard before of what 
had paſſed prevented their Orders, 
and proclaimed her at Cambrigpe, 
throwing vp his Hat, and crying 
God ſave Queen Mary. Notwith- 
ſtanding which, he was arreſted the 
next Day by the Earl of Arundel; 
when this haughty Man, who had 
been fo inſolent in his Proſperity, 
fell in the moſt abject Manner at 
the Earl's Feet, to beg his Favour, 
and ſhewed other Signs of Terror, 


Three of his Sons, and ſome others, 
were ſeized at the ſame Time, and 
- Nent with him to the Toaver; whi- 
ther alſo were ſent or detained there, 
the Lady Jane and her Huſband, 
the Duke of Sufoh, the Marqueſs 
of Northampton, Biſhop Ridley, and 
others. But three Days after, the 
Queen, to make ſome Shew of Cle- 
mency, ſet the Duke of Suffolk at 
Liberty. And now the whole King- 
dom declared for Mary, who entered 
London on the 3d of Auguft, with 
her Sifter Elizabeth, who had met 
her with 2000 Horſe; and going 
to the Tower, ſhe immediately re- 
leaſed Gardiner and Bonner, with 
the Duke of 1 who had been 
ſent a Priſoner there at the End of 
Henry the VIII th's Reign, and ſome 
others. Thus Queen Mary ſaw her- 
ſelf eſtabliſned on the Throne with- 


was owing more to the Hatred of 
all Ranks of People againſt the 
Duke of Nortbumberland, than to 
their Love to Mary, who had no 
hearty Friends but the Papiſts, then 


now the chief Sway; fearing that 


in the Queen's 


Dejection and Meanneſs of Spirit. 


out any Effuſion of Blood; which 


by much the ſmalleſt Party in the 
medome ..:. > 5. | 
The new Queen, who was 32 
thorough ** to Popery, thoughe 
of nothing but.. reſtoring it, and 
would immediately have ſent for 
Cardinal Pole, .as Legate, to recon- 
cile the Nation to the Pope: But 
the politick Gardiner, whom the 
made her Chancellor, and who had 


Pole's Arrival 8 detriment him 
Luce: Aavour, propoſed 
the reſtoring of the. old Religion 
by Degrees, and ſo managed Mat. 
ters. with the Emperor, that he 
wrote to Mary to follow the Bi- 
ſhop's Meaſures, to which the at 
length conſented, and Pole's Com- 
ing was ſuſpended. 
The Queen bad promiſed the 
Suffolk Men, that ſhe would leave 
Religion as ſhe found. it at . 
ward's Death; but itſoon appeared 
that ſhe deſigned not to be as good 
as her Word, when ſhe declared in 
Council, that ſhe would not force 
Men's Conſciences in Matters of Re- 
ligion; and yet this Declaration, as 
well as the other, ſhe ſoon contra- 
dicted by her Actions. The Papiſts 
were ſo ſure of her Intention to re- 
ſtore their Religion, that they be- 
gan openly to inveigh againſt the 
roteſtant Religion, though it fiill 
had the Laws on its Side; and a Pro- 
clamation publiſhed ſhortly after, 
though is aces too plainly 
diſcoyered her Deſign : For therein 
ſhe declared, that ſhe would uſe no 
Force, till all was regulated by Au 
thority of Parliament. By the ſame 
Proclamation all Preaching was for- 
bid, without an expreſs Licence; 
and ſeveral other Orders were con- 
tained in it, very, unfavourable to 
the Proteſtants, _ 
On the 22d of Aug. the Duke 
of Northumberland was beheaded 
for High-Treaſon. And Sir 7 
Gates, and Sir Thomas Palmer, * 


* 4 


he of his Aſſociates, were executed at 
WH the fame Time. The Duke fell 
A unlamented by all. He declared 
ht that he died a Roman Catholick, 
nd and had been always ſuch in his 
for Heart: And indeed it plainly ap- 
* peared, that his favouring the Re- 
ut formation under Edward, was only 
ſhe to ſerve his own politick Views, 
ad Nor was his ſetting up Fane out of 
hat any Love 'to Religion, but purely 
um the Effect of Ambition to advance 
fed his own Family to the Crown. - 
10n The People of Sfo/k were ſome 
late of the firſt that fell under the Dif 
he leaſure of the Court for tranſgreſſ- 
Bi. ing the Orders in the Procfama- 
At tion. They therefore ſent Depu- 
ö ties to the Queen, hembly' $6 wut 
her in Mind of her Promiſe. © But 
the they were received very roughly, 
ave and told, that it was not for" the 
Ea. Members to rule the Head, but the 
ared Head the Members. And one of 
z00d them, who uſed more Freedom than 
d in the reſt, was ſet in the Pillory. 
wha Shortly after, Bradford and Ro- 
Re- gers, two eminent Proteſtant Preach -; 
a, as ers, were committed to Priſon. The 
\tra- Popiſh Biſhops, who had 'been de- 
piſts poled in the laſt Reign, were re- 
0 re- ſored, and thoſe who Pad been put 
be. in their Room, turned out; ſome of 
t the whom wete ſent to Priſon on various 
fill Pretences, as 'was ſhortly after the 
Pro- good Archbiſhop Cranmer. And 
after, now the Reman Catholicks, ſeeing 
ain! how the Tide ran, began openly to 
zerein et up their Worſhip, before it was 
ſe no reſtored by Authority; in which 
Au. they were countenanced by the 
ſame Court, | 
s for- The Queen was crowned on the 
ence; It of OSober. And the Parlia- 
con- ment, which the Court had taken 
le t0 are, by all Manner of Artifices and 
N ven Violence in managing the Elec- 
Dur tons and Returns, to have entirely 
ey it their Devotion, met on the 1oth. 
Jes ns to the Lords, though they had 
', * en almoſt all Proteſtants, at leaſt 
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outwardly, in the Reign of King 
Edward, they turned, almoſt wholly, 
zealous Catholicks, under Queen 
Mary. This Parliament immedi- 
ately repealed the Divorce of the 
Queen's Mother, by which they a 
ſecond Time declared the Princefs 
Elizabeth illepitimate. Then they 
made void all the Laws of Kin 
Edward concerning Religion, re- 
ſtored the Maſs, and brought all 
Things back to the State they 
were in at the latter End of Henry 
the VIIIth's Reign; Gardiner not 
thinking it adviſable as yet to pro- 
ceed any farther. But the Queen 
was impatient to go through with the 
Work, to have the Pope's Power 
fully reſtored, and the Nation re- 
united to the Holy See, Gardiner 
was deſirous of the ſame, but he 
did not think it yer 'a proper Lime: 
Or, it may be, he was for putting it 
off, becauſe” in order to this there 
would be à Neceffity of Cardinal 
Pole's coming ta England, of whom 
he was jealous, becauſe the Queen 
had an extraordinary Reſpect for 
him, inſomuch that it was believed 
ſhe would have been glad of a Dif- 
penſation to marry him. But now 
a Marriage was projecting by the 
Emperor, with Gardiner in the Se- 
cret, if he was not the firſt Mover 
of it, for his Son Philip of Spain, 
with Queen Mary. The Nation 
was very averſe to this Match, and 
even the Houſe of Commons, packed 
as it was, addreſſed the Queen A- 
7 it; at which being offended, 
e diſſolved the Parliament. 

In the mean Time, Jane Grey, 
and Guilford Dudley her Huſband, 
were tried, and condemned to die 
as Traitors ; ' as was alſo Arch- 
biſhop Cranmer, though he appealed 
to the Judges, with what Reluctance 
he figned the Inſtrument. for the 
een's Excluſion. However, the 
Queen affected to forgive him for 
the Treaſon, deſigning at the ſame 
| | Time 
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Time to have him put to Death 


as a Heretick ; though he had been 


the Means of ſaving er Life, when 


ber Father would have put her to 
heath, for her Adherence to her 
Mother's Intereſts. , — 
__ Whilſt the Parliament was fitting, 
the Convocation decided in favour 
of Tranſubſtantiation, after a ſham 
Diſputation between the Proteſtant 
and Popiſh Clergy ; in which the 
former, who were but fx in the 
. Houfe, were run down with Num- 


bers and Noiſe, for Want of Ar- 


guments. 2 5 
The Treaty of Marriage between 
Philip and Mary was ſigned Jaz. 12, 
21554, in which Gardiner took care 
to have ſuch Conditions inſerted as 


might make it go down with the 
9 — and might ſeem to ſe- 


cure England from coming under 
the Dominion of Spain. Notwith- 


Randing which, as ſoon as it was 
publiſhed, Murmurs and Complaints 
were every where heard againſt it ; 
and an Inſurrection ſoon broke out, 
of which the Marriage was either 
the real or pretended Cauſe. It 
was concerted between the Duke 
of Suffolk, Sir Thomas Wyat, and Sir 
Peter Carew, This laſt was en- 
deavouring to raiſe Cornwall ; but 
| he had taken his Meaſures ſo ill, 
that they were preſently diſcon- 
certed ; whereupon , he. fled into 
France. The Duke of + ua be- 
haved not much better in Warwzck- 
Hire, and his Defign being diſ- 
covered by Means of an intercepted 
Letter from Myat, before he had 
well begun to act, he was ſeized by 
the Earl of Huntington, and con- 
veyed to the Tower. Myat, who 
was not a Proteſtant, but a Roman 
Catholick, proceeded with greater 
Expedition in Kent, He marched 
towards London, at the Head of 
4000 Men, which were ſoon in- 
creaſed to 6000. He advanced to 
Seutbwark, and finding the Bridge 


3 . TE 
well ſecured, he marched up to 
King fton, and croſſing the Thames, 


proceeded towards London, defi gn. 


ing to enter the City by Ludgate, 
fooliſh] 2 — = ih 
would declare in his Favour. When 
he .came, he unluckily found the 
Gate ſhut againſt him, and as Care 
had been taken to block up his Way 
behind, finding his Caſe deſperate, 
he ſurrendered, and was conveyed 
to Priſon. With ſo much Eaſe 
was this Rebellion cruſhed, which, 
if it had been managed by abler 
Heads, might have ſtaggered the 
Court, but now, by its ill Suc- 
ceſs, tended only to increaſe their 
Power. . [ 

This Conſpiracy, and the Duke 
of Saffall's having a Hand in it, 
haſtened the Cataſtrophe of his in- 


nocent Daughter, the Lady Jane 


Greg, and her Huſband ; though, in 
all Iikelihood, as ſhe was ſo firmly 
attached to the Reformation, ſhe 
would. ſome Time or other have 
fallen a Sacrifice, if this Affair had 
not happened. This pious Lady, 
with the utmoſt Reſignation and 
Fortitude, ſubmitted her Neck to 
the Block on Feb, 12, after ſhe had 
ſeen. the headleſs Body of her Huſ- 
band carried along by her from the 
ſame Execution. And nine Days 
after, the Duke of Sufo/# her Fa- 
ther underwent the ſame Fate. 

In the mean Time Bret, one of 
War's Captains, was hanged, with 
fifty-eight more of his Men. After 
which, 600 Priſoners were brought 
before the Queen with Ropes about 
their Necks, and received their Par- 
don. Myat, on his Trial, in hopes 
of ſaving his Life, accuſed the Prin- 
ceſs Elizabeth as an Accomplice in 
bis Conſpiracy ; but finding he mul 
die, he cleared her of all on bis 
ſecond Examination, as alſo at the 
Place of Execution. However, his 
Accuſation occaſioned the Princels 


to be ſent to the Tower, where ſhe 
| F endured 
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endured a long and ſevere Confine- 
ment, and was afterwards removed 
2 Priſoner to Wordflock. Gardiner, 
and perhaps the Queen too, would 
have been glad to have had her put 
to Death, and Schemes were even 
laid for that Purpoſe ; but ſhe hap- 
pily eſcaped them all. 1 

A Parliament was now to be pro- 
cured, which ſhould approve of the 
Queen's intended Marriage, and re- 
fore the Pope's Authority: Both 
of which the major Part of the 
Nation was againſt, and a great 
many even of thofe, who were for 
the old Religion, thought that the 
Pope's Authority was no means 


neceſſary to the Church. But the 


Court was reſolved to have it fully 
reſtored, and in orden to this the 
Marriage was thought neceſſary, that 
they might have the Aſſiſtance of 
Hain in Caſe the Nation ſhould 
pw too refractory. However, 


y the Influence of Spaniſb Gold, 


and the Promiſe of Penſions from 
the Emperor and the Queen, added 
to former Arts, the Court got or mo- 
delled a Parliament to their Mind. 
But before it met, the Queen did 
ſeveral Things, by Virtue- of her 
Supremacy, chough ſhe abhorred that 
Doctrine in her Heart. She order- 


ed Gardiner to purge the Church 


of all married Biſhops and Prieſts, 
and appointed him, and five other 
Biſhops, Commiſſioners for depriv- 
ing four Biſhops who had Wives; 
which was done accordingly. 

The Parliament meeting on April 
2, approved the Treaty of Mar- 
nage between the Queen and Philip. 
And nothing now ſtanding in the 
Way, that Prince arrived at Sourh- 
ampton on July 19. The Queen 


met him at Winchefter, and they 


were married by Gardiner on the 
23th; Philip being twenty-nine 
Years old, but Mary thirty-eight. 
he ſame Day they were pro- 
claimed King and Queen of Eng- 
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land, France, Naples, and Jeruſalem, 


with many other Titles. To theſe 


was afterwards added, that of King 


and Queen of Spain, upon the Em- 
8 - reſigning thoſe 


ominions to his Son Phil, as he 
ſoon after reſigned the Empire to 
Ferdinand. Care was 

taken, by the Articles of Marriage, 
that Phils ſhould have no Share in 
the Government of England, though 
doubtleſs he ho to be able to 
break through thoſe Reſtrictions in 
Time. The Spaniſh Gravity in 
Philip was by no Means agreeable 
to the Englih, but he did ſome 
Things which gained him a Degree 
of Eſteem. He procured the En- 
largement of ſeveral State-Priſoners, 
— particularly of the Princeſs Eli- 
zabatb, who, whether from Motives 
of Policy or otherwiſe, found in 


him a Protector during the reſt of 


this Reign. | 
Whilſt the Parliament was ſittin g, 
a new Conference was held at Ox- 
ford, about the Euchariſt. Arch- 
biſhop Cranmer, and the Biſhops 
Ridley and Latimer, all Priſoners in 
the Tower, were pitched upan- to 
diſpute with the Popiſh Clergy on - 
that Subject. It was reſolved be- 
forehand to confound them with 
Noiſe and Clamour, as in the for. 
mer Diſpute ; after which they were' 
required to abjure their pretended 
Errors, and upon their refuſing to 
do it, excommunicated. 5 
The Parliament meeting again 
on the 11th of Nowember, Pole wa 
at laſt ſent for over in Quality of 
the N Legate, and arrived on 
the 24th. He opened his Legation 
before the King, Queen, and both 
Houſes of Parliament, telling them 
that the Deſign of it was to brin 
back the ſtraying Sheep to the Fol 
of Chriſt. At which the Queen was 
ſo tranſported with Joy, that ſhe 
fancied ſhe felt a Child ſtir in her 
Womb, This mightily raiſed the 
— D | Hopes 
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Hopes of the Popiſh Party, and 7? 
Diva was ſung by Order of Coun- 
eil on the Occaſion : But all came 
to nothing in the Ede. 
On the 2gth of Nowember, the 
rand Work of reconciling the 
B to the Pope was efteted, 
The two Houſes petitioned the 
King and Queen to intercede for 
them with the Legate for that Pur- 

ſe. Hereupon Pol came to the 
Parliament, and' after a Speech on 
the Occaſion, he enjoined for Pe- 
nance the Repeal of all the Laws 
made againſt the Pope's Authority; 
which the two Houſes promiſing, 
they received Abſolution from the 
Legate on their Knees, and were 
releaſed from all the Papal Cenſures, 
The Act of Repeal paſſed the Be- 


ginning of Jauuary, 1555, by which 
the 


Papal Authority was reſtored as 
it ſtood before the zoth of Hen- 
ry VIII. What had like to have 
been the greateſt Obſtacle to this 
whole Affair, was the Buſineſs of 
the Abbey-Lands. But rather than 
hinder the fo-much-defired' Re 
union, the Pope uſed great Artifite 
in ſeeming to connive at the pre- 
ſent Poſſeſſors, though the Powers he 
58 the e bore a double 

eaning ; and the Legate, though 
he conſented to the Alienations, de- 
nounced God's Judgments againſt 
all thoſe who with-held any of the 
Goods of the Church; and the 
Queen, in her great Zeal, made 
Reſtitution of all that was in her 
Hands. 

Popery being now fully re-eſta- 
bliſhed, the Spirit of it ſoon appeared 
in the moſt violent and bloody Per- 
ſecution againſt the Proteſtants. Pole 
was for reducing them by gentle 
Methods, without any Force or cor- 
poral Puniſhments ; but Garadiner's 
violent Counſels were moſt agree- 
able to the Court, and the reſt of 
the Biſhops. It was therefore re- 
ſolved to 


3 
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to leave to him the Buſineſs of ex. 


delivered of a 


put them in Practice, and 


tirpating Hereſy, which he after. 
wards transferred to Bonner, Bithop 
of London, who” was, if poſlible, 
more furious and Bloody than him. 
ſelf.. To repare the Way, the 
Parliament revived the antient Sta- 
tutes that had been made againſt 
Hereticks. _ The firſt Sacrifices to 
Popiſh Zeal and Bigotry were Hocper, 
who had been Biſhop of Glouce/er, 
and the three famous Proteſtant 
Preachers, Rogers, Saunders, and 
Taylor; who were all burnt at the 
Stake the Beginning of February, 
15853 and on March 30, Ferrar 
Biſhop of Sr. David's was burnt 
at Caermarthen. The People in ge. 
neral murmured at theſe Cruelties, 
which occaffoned ſome Stop to the 
Perſecution, whilſt the Court and 
Biſhops, both equally guilty, en- 
deavoured to caſt the 
one another: But it was ſoon re- 
newed with double Fury; when a- 
mon thoſe who ſuffered Death in 
the Flames, were the famous Brad. 


Res fad before mentioned, Philpot Arch- 


deacon of Vincheſter, and the two 
venerable Biſhops, Ridley of London, 


and Latimer of Worcefter, who were 


both burnt at Oxf&rd, and ſuffered 
with a Conſtancy equal to that of 
the primitive Martyrs, In ſhort, 
no leſs than 67 Perſons were burnt 
before the End of this Year. 
In the Midſt of this bloody Zeal, 
the Court and the whole Popiſn 
Party met with a conſiderable Dil- 
appointment, when the fſo-much- 
expected Deliverance of the Queen 
proved only a falſe Conception, af. 
ter they had been ſo much elated 
as to give out that ſhe was actual) 
Prince. And King 
Philip now deſpairing of Iſſue by 
the Queen, whereby he hoped to 
have united the Monarchies of Spain 
and England, and growing wear 
of her, as ſhe was neither young 
nor bandſome, left England - 
{ne 
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lame upon 


appeare 
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of Fagi 
Divines, 
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the 4th of September, to the no ſmall 
9. beni of the Queen. Soon 
Nor the Popiſh: Champion, Gardi. 
ner Biſhop of Winthefter, a, Man of 
Learning and Abilities, but Who 
would ſacrifice eyery Thing to his 
private Intereſt, Ambition and Re- 
venge, was ſuddenly ſeized with 8. 
Diſorder, à 8 preſſion of - Urine, 
which carried off in a few 


Days. e 8 
The Fury of the Perſecution went 
on renn ene. which at length 
laid hold on the learned and pious 
Archbiſhop Cranmer. After ſuffer - 
ing a ſcoraful Degradation from 
the Hands of Bonner and Thirleby, 
he was burnt * 175 5 hag 
Mar < 21, 1 p . 10 a n 
revailed on, = the Hopes of ſave- 
ing his Life, to fign an Abjuration. 
of his Opinions; but when he found 
that he was notwithſtanding to die, 
he repented of what he had done, 
and ſuffered with great Reſolution, 
holding out, as it is ſaid, the Hand 
that had ſigned the Abjuration, till 
it dropped off in the Flames, and 
crying out, as he was — bat 
unworthy Hand / All the reſt of the 
* was ang e Fl ym 
of the Proteſtants, in Which 85 pe- 
riſhed in the Flames under Baan 
Management, who diſcovered on 
theſe Occaſions a more than brutal 
Cruelty. Pole ſucceeded Cranmer 
" the Archbiſhoprick of Canter-, 


ury. 

The following Year 79 Proteſtants, 
underwent the ſame fiery Trial; 
and the Effects of Popiſh Malice 
appeared againſt the Dead as well 
as apainſt the Living. The Bones 
of Fagius and Bucer, two German 
Divines, were dug up and burnt at 
Cambridge, after they had been ri- 
diculouſly cited before the Com- 
miſſioners to give an Account of 
their Faith. Peter Martyr fled out 
of the Kingdom before the Perſe- 
cution began; but his Wife, who 


* 
# 


a 


„ 
had been interred at Oxford, was dug 
out of her Grave, and buried in 
a,Dunghill, The Magiftrates grow- 
ing quite averſe to the Perſecution, 
Commiſſioners were appointed for 
that Purpoſe; Who proceeded in 
their bloody Work with ſuch Diſ- 
patch as the Court and Clergy de- 
=_—_. 1 80 | 

Whilſt the Queen and Court were 
wholly intent upon theſe violem 
Methods for extirpating Hereſy, 
they ſuffered themſelves. to be ſe- 
duced by Spaniſb Counſels into a 
Rupture with France. And thou 
in this War the Spaniards and Engls 


French in the Battle of St. Duintin,, 
yet it ended, to the eternal Diſgrace 
and Mis fortune of England, in the 
Loſs of Calais, which this Nation 
had been poſſeſſed of ever ſince the 
Reign of Lauard III. and which, 
through the inexcuſable Neglect of 
the Zng/;/b Miniſtry, the Duke of 
Guiſe made himſelf Maſter of, the 
Beginning of the Year 1558, as alſo 
of Guiſes, and the Caſtle of Hames, 


which were the only Remains of the 


Engliſh Conqueſts in France. 

The Loſs of Calais occaſioned 
great Uneaſineſs and Murmurs a- 
mong the People, and the Queen 
herſelf was ſo ſenſibly touched at 


this Misfortune, that it was thought. 


to be one Means of ſhortening her 
Days: Her Grief was ſo exceſſive, 
that ſhe told thoſe about her, ſhe 

ould die, and if they would know 
the Cauſe, they muſt diſſect her after 
her Death, and they ſhould find 


Calais at her Heart. At the ſame 


Time Philip's Averſion gave her 
reat Uneaſineſs, and, with her other 
exations, increaſed her natural 
Melancholy; whilſt her Health was 
ſenfibly declining by a Dropſy, 
which grew every Day. worſe and 
worſe. In this Stare of Body and 
Mind it was viſible the had not long 
to live: And yet this did not abate, 


but 
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but rather heighten her Fury and 


that of her Miniſters againſt 


whilſt this Perſecution raped, wiz. 
one Archbiſhop, four Biſhops, twen- 


ty-one Divines, eight Gentlemen, 


eighty-four Artificers; an hundred 
uſbandmen, Servants, and Labour- 
ers, twentysfix Wives, twenty Wi- 


dos, nine Virgins, two Boys, and. 


two Infants: Beſides which, ſeveral 


died in Priſon, and many were 


whipped, or otherwiſe cruelly treat- 
ed. Theſe Barbarities had doubt- 
leſs continued longer, if the Queen's 
Death had not put a Stop to them, 

which ae on November 17, 
15 58, in the forty-third Vear of her 
Age, When ſhe had reigned five 
Vears, four Months and eleven Days. 
Cardinal Pole ſurvived her but ſixteen 
Hours, who, though he was zealouſly 
attached to the Papal Authority, yet 
was of a mild and ſweet Diſpoſition, 
and averſe to the Cruelties practiſed 


in this Reign, being rather for re- 


forming the Clergy than for burn- 
ing Hereticks. After this was 
known, he was not conſulted in the 


the 
Proteſtants. Thirty-nine were burnt 
in a ſhort Time in this laſt Year of 
her Reign, four of them at Canter- 
bury; but about a Week before ſhe” 
died. Near three Hundredpetiſhed . 
in the Flames in the four Years - 
ler 


N . 

Proceedings upon Religion, though 
in other Things he was in great 
Confidence with the Queen; But his 
Moderation was quite diſagreeable 
to her, as well as to the Po e and 
Biſhops ; and he was even ſuſpected 
of leaning a little to the Proteſtant 
Religion. He was buried at Can- 
» and Queen Mary in Her. 
x Ich Chapet in Weſtminſter. 


This Queen was educated under 
her Mother in the moſt ſuperſtitious 
Attachment to the Papal Authority 
and Religion, in which ſhe con- 
tinned all her Life. She was either 
naturally of a gloomy Temper, or 
her Religion made her ſo; and this 
Diſpoſition grew more and more 
upon her, from the many Mortifi- 
cations and Diſappointments ſhe 
met with. An exceſſive Bigotry was 
her diſtinguiſhing Characteriſtick, 
which made her reſolve either to re- 
duce her Subjects to Popery, or to 
deſtroy them; and in the Midft of 
this fiery Zeal, a Spirit of Revenge 
often ſhewed itſelf under the Cloak 
of à Concern for Holy Church, 
In ſhort, Queen Mary muſt be ſaid 
to have been a al Queen, but 
what chiefly contributed to the mak- 
ing her ſo, was the Badneſs of her 
Re igion. 1 227 5 
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Elizabeth, Daughter of Hen- 

ry VIII. and Anne Boleyn, 
aſcended the Throne,  Nowember 17, 
1;58, purſuant to the Order of 
Succeſſion ſettled by that King's 
Will, as authorized by Act of Par- 
liament, The Counſellors and Mi- 
niſters of the late Queen would, 
doubtleſs, have been glad to have 
ſet her aſide, as they were conſcious 
how deeply they were concerned in 
reſtoring Popery and perſecuting the 
Proteſtants; and as they knew Eli- 
zabtth was a Proteſtant in her 
Heart, though, to ſave her Life, the 
dad, as we are told, outwardly con- 
ormed to her Siſter's Religion, who 
would have excluded her from the 
bucceflion, but found it imprac- 
cable. In the Amazement they 
vere in, they concealed the Queen's 
heath for ſome Hours. But as the 
arliament was ſitting, all they could 
9, was to ſend a Meſſage to the 
vo Houſes, to inform them of this 
vent, and leave the Declaration 


/ ARY being dead, her Siſter 


ELI ZZ ABE T H. 


of the Succeſſor to them. As the 
Act, whereby Elizabeth was de- 


clared illegitimate, had never been 
repealed, there were two other 
Princeſſes, who might have pre- 
tended to the Crown. Theſe were 
Mary Queen of Scots; Grand- 
daughter to Margaret, Heary VIII. “s 
eldeſt Siſter, and Frances, Duchefs 
of Suffolk, Daughter to Mary, his 


younger Siſter. But there was no 


diſputing Henry's Will, as it was 
made in Conſequence of an Act of 
Parliament, which had never been 
repealed, And in this Will the 
Deſcendants of Margaret were not 
expreſsly named at all; and as 
far as they might be underſtood, 
were. placed laſt in the Succeſſion, 
And as to the Deſcendants of Marv, 
though named in the Will, they were 
ſet after Elizabeth; and fo could 
have no Right to come in before 
the Queen of Scots, but what Heu- 
5's Will gave them, which Will 


was equally in favour of Elixabeth's 


coming before them, notwithſtand- 


ang 
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itimate, as well as her Siſter Mary, 
who ſucceeded by Virtue of the ſame 
Will. Upon this Foot then. there 
could be no Diſpute: And as Mary 
Queen of Scots was married to the 
Dauphin of France, the Parliament 
might well fear that the Conſequence 
of to ſucceeding to the Crown of 
England would be its becoming a 


Province to France. Beſides, ſhe was 


as bigotted a Papiſt as the late Queen 
Mary of England; and the Parlia- 


ment as well as the Nation in gene- 


ral were grown pretty fick of the 


late Cruelties on account of Religi- 


on, and might juſtly fear the Return 
of thoſe Barbarities, in caſe the 


Queen of Scotland ſhould become 


Queen of England. Add to this, 
that the Majority of the Lords, if 
not of the Commons, ſeem to have 
wiſhed well to the Reformation, 
though they diſſembled in the Reign 
of Mary; and perhaps were afraid, 
if Popery ſhould continue, that they 
ſhould be obliged, one Time or 
other, to reſtore the rich Abbey- 


Lands they were poſſeſſed of: And 


thoſe who were real Friends to the 


Papal Religion might hope, that 


Elizabeth would, at leaſt, favour 
them, as ſhe thought fit, if we may 
believe Cambden, to be a Conformiſt 
during her Siſter's Reign. Be this 
as it will, the Houſe of Lords firſt, 


and then the Commons, unani- 


mouſly declared for Eliaabeth, who 


was thereupon proclaimed: Queen of 


England, France, and Ireland. She 
was then at Hatfield, and upon her 
receiving the agreeable News, ſhe 
eame up to London, attended by a 
numerous Train of Lords and La- 
dies, and was received every where 
with the loud and joyful Acelama- 
tions of infinite Crowds of People. 

Queen Elizabeth began her Reign 
at 25 Vears of Age, and in the 
Courſe of it ſhewed the moſt con- 


ſummate Policy and Skill in Govern- 


and was guilty of ſome Severities 


- might poſſibly be miſtaken. How- 


e 
ing her having been declared ille- ment, acquiring, upon the Whole, 
the Character of a great and * 


C Was 


Queen. As to her Perſon, 

tolerably handſome, her Mien grand, 
noble and majeſtick. But what ſhe 
is moſt to be admired for, are the 


Endowments of her Mind, her ſolid 


Judgment, her great Capacity, her 
deep Penetration; all which the diſ- 
covered in the Choice of her Mini- 
ſters, in the prudent and frugal Ma- 


nagement of her Revenues, in a 


thorough Knowledge of the Inte- 
reſts, Views, and Intrigues of foreign 
States, and taking her Meaſures ac- 
cordingly, for her own Safety and 
the Peace and Proſperity of her Peo- 
ple; and, above all, in taking care, 

y her affable and engaging Deport- 
ment,s to reign in the Hearts of her 
Subjects, and preſerve their Aﬀec- 
tion, as ſhe knew that to be the beſt 
Means of preſerving her Crown, and 
making it fit eaſy upon her Head, 
After all, it muſt be allowed, that 
Queen Elizabeth had ſome Faults, 


which can hardly be excuſed, unleſs 
ſhe thought them . neceſſary to the 
Safety of her Perſon, and the Peace 
of her Kingdoms ; wherein too ſhe 


ever, theſe Faults were greatly out- 
| welgher by her Virtues. And if we 
conſider, that ſhe had for Enemies, 
France and Spain, the Pope, and all 
the Catholick Powers, who denyed 
her Title; that the Queen of cut 
land was ſupported by all thoſe Pow- 
ers, in her Pretenſions to her Crown; 
that her own Roman-Catholick Sub- 
jects wiſhed to have her dethron- 
ed, and were often in Plots for that 
Purpoſe, - in which they were en- 
couraged by foreign Powers ; that 
the Ii, who were ſtrongly attached 
to the Pope, were rebellious, and 
occaſioned many inteſtine Commoti- 
ons in that Kingdom: And yet that 
in the midſt of all ſhe, without 200 
Allies, ſupported herſelf throng : | 
"$9772 9 oy 
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thods taken for this Purpoſe were, to 


long and glorious Reign; defeated 
all the Projects of her Enemies, and 
kept the Crown unſhaken on her Head 
to the laſt, purely by her good Poli- 
cy, and the Affection, Zeal and Loy- 
alty of her faithful Subjects, whom 
by her wiſe Behaviour ſhe attached 
firmly to her Intereſt : I ſay, if we 
conſider all theſe Things, her vaſt 
and ſurprizing Abilities will evident- 
ly appear. After theſe general Re- 
flections I ſhall now proceed to give 
ſome Account of the chief Tranſacti- 
ons and Occurrences in the long 
Reign of this renowned Queen. 


foreign Courts to notify her Acceſ- 
ſion, the Queen formed her Council, 
in which ſhe continued 13 that had 
been Counſellors to the late Queen, 
all Roman Catholicks. To theſe ſhe 
added eight more, who wereall as zea- 
lous Proteſtants: Among whom were 
Francis Ruſſel Earl of Bedford, Sir 
William Cecil, and Sir Nicholas Ba- 
con, who was made Keeper of the 
Great Seal, With theſe and ſome 
others of the Proteſtant Counſellors 
ſhe held ſecret Conſultations, how 
to reſtore the Reformed Religion in 
England. Before this was done, King 
Philip of Spain offered her Marriage, 


gainſt, as being his Siſter-in-Law, as 
well as on other Accounts, yet ſhe 


but kept him in Suſpenſe, becauſe it 
was not her Intereſt to break with him 
at preſent, But when once ſhe had 
eſtabliſhed the Reformation, there 
| Was an End of the Affair, and Philip, 
of her Friend, became her Enemy. 
What made the- Reſtoring of the 
eformation the eaſier was this, that 
though the Kingdom appeared whol- 
y Popiſh, it was not really ſo ; but 
the Majority had been-campelled to 
put on the outward Profeſſion by the 
Severity of the Laws, which they 
would be glad to quit when they 
could do it with Sa ty. The Me- 


After diſpatching Ambaſſadors to 


which though ſhe was reſolved a- 


would not give a peremptory Denial, 


remove all the zealous 'Catholicks 
from the Council, and from all Poſts 


of Authority, and to turn out the 


Popiſh Magiſtrates of Counties and 


Corporations, and put Proteſtants in 


their Room, in order to have ſuch 


Members choſen and returned to 


ſerve in Parliament, as ſhould favour 
the Reformation. And before they 
met, the Queen ſnewed her Intenti- 
ons, by publiſhing a Proclamation, 
allowing Divine Service to be per- 
formed, and the Holy Scriptures to 
be read, in the vulgar Tongue. 


The Queen was crowned on the 


15th of Fanuary, 1559, by Oglethorpe 


Biſhop of Carliſle, all the reſt of 


the Biſhops refuſing to be coneerned 


in the Office, becauſe they already _ 
ſaw - Elizabeth's Averſion to the 
Church of Nome. About ten Days 


after, the Parliament met, who re- 
ſtored the Firſt Fruits and Tenths to 
the Crown, appointed publick Wor- 
ſhip to be performed in the vulgar 
Tongue, and reſtored the Queen to 


her Right of Supremacy in all 
Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical, as well as Civil, 


empowering her to put the Exerciſe 
of it into what Hands ſhe pleaſed ; 
which gave Riſe to a, new Court, 
called the High- Commiſſion Court, in 


which ſeveral Commiſſioners had 
the ſame Power that Cromwell had 
as Vicegerent in the Reign of Hen- 
ry VIII. They alſo renewed and 
confirmed all the Acts of Za. 
abi VI. concerning Religion, paſſ- 


ed the famous Act of Uniformity, 
and by another Act ſuppreſſed all 


the Religions Houſes which _ : 


had founded, and, gave their Lands 


and Revenues to the Crown. To 
finiſh at once, what I would ſay on 
this Subjedt, I ſhall add, that in 


1563, an Act paſled againft holding 


and maintaining the Authority, of 


the Biſnop of Rome, and another 
to eſtabliſn and confirm the Queen's 
Supremacy in Eceleſiaſtical Affairs: 
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And the Articles of the Church of 
England, as they ſtand at this Day, 
were ſettled by the Convocation. 
Thus the Reformation, which, with 
ſeveral Interruptions, had been car- 
rying on above 30 Years, was at 
laſt firmly eſtabliſhed : But the Act 
of Uniformity, and the Subſcripti- 
ons that were required, occaſioned 
Diviſions among the Proteſtants 
themſelves, which in Time produced 
fatal Conſequences ; thoſe who were 
afterwards called Puritans, contend- 
ing for a further Reformation, whilſt 
the others were as ſtiffly againſt it; 
though the former ſeemed to be as 
much for Uniformity and Subſcrip- 
tions in their own Way, as their 
Antagoniſts were in theirs. And 
from the Miſchiefs that theſe Con- 
tentions produced, we may ſee the 


Reaſonableneſs and Neceſſity of a 


general Toleration. It is obſerved, 
that of 9400 beneficed Clergymen 
in England, only 14 Biſhops, 12 
Archdeacons, 15 Heads of Colleges, 
and about 80 of the Parochial Cler- 
y. refuſed to comply with the Re- 
ormation, who were turned out, 
and their Places filled by Proteſtants. 
What tended very much to the 
Safety of Queen Elizabeth and her 
Government, and ſecured her from 
the Attempts of foreign Powers, was 
their having their Hands full with 
the inteſtine Broils of their own 
Subjects. Theſe Troubles ſhe po- 
litickly promoted as much as ſhe 
could, and made her Advantage of 
them. As they were chiefly on ac- 
count of Religion, ſhe aſſiſted the 
Proteſtants in Scotland, France, and 
the Loau- Countries, againſt their re- 
ſpective Sovereigns, or the govern- 


ing Party, by whom they had been 


cruelly oppreſſed and perſecuted. 
The Reformation had prevailed 


greatly in Scotland, and the Pro- 


teſtants there had entered into an 
Aſſociation, with James Stuart, 
Prior of St. Andrew's, their Queen's 


% 


her Huſband had, 
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Baſtard Brother, at their Head, to 
ſtand up in their own Defence a- 
1 the Roman -Catholicks, who 

ad the Government in their Hands, 
and were ſupported by France. The 
Queen of Scots and the Dauphin 
by Order of 
Henry II. of France, taken the Arms 
of England, with the Title of So- 
vereigns of that Kingdom, and con- 
tinued to do ſo, after the Dauphin, 
by the Death of his Father, became 
King of France, by the Name of 
Francis II. when the Duke of Guis 
and Cardinal of Lerrain, the Queen's 
Uncles, governed all in France. This 
raiſed the Jealouſy of Queen Eli- 
zabeth, who from that Time looked 
upon Mary, Queen of Scotland, as 
a ws 0" Rival, eſpecially as ſhe 
was ſupported by the French, who 
had ſent Forces into Scotland, in 
order to ſubdue the Proteſtant Party, 
and then to turn their Arms againſt 
England, to dethrone Elizabeth, and 
ſet up Mary in her Room. This 
induced Queen Elizabeth, in 1560, 
to enter into a Treaty 'with the 
Scotch Malcontents, in purſuance 
of which ſhe ſent an Army into 
Scotland, in order to break the 
Meaſures of her Enemies; which 
had the defired Succeſs. For the 
ſame Purpoſe ſhe ſome Time ater 


- affiſted the Huguenots in France, (as 


the Proteſtants were there called) a. 

inſt their Enemies the Papiſts, 
who by the Inſtigation of the Gui/c 
had commenced a violent Perſecu- 
tion againſt 'them, and brought 
them to the Neceſſity of taking 


Arms. By theſe Means Queen Eli 


zabeth- kept both France and Kcal. 
land fo employed, that they could 
find no Opportunity to put their 
Schemes of dethroning her in Ex- 
eeution. 

Robert Dudley, Son to the late 


Duke of Northumberland, was now 


a great Favourite at Court. The 


Queen ſome Time after made 15 
. ar 


» 
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Earl of Leiceſter; though he had fo 
little Merit, that it was hard to ac- 
count for the Aſcendant he had over 
her, At the ſame Time Sir William 
Cecil, Secretary of State, a Man of 
vaſt Abilities, of great Integrity 
and deep Penetration, was Firſt-Mi- 
niſter for the Affairs of the Govern- 
ment, The Queen afterwards cre- 
ated him Lord Burleigh, and made 
him Lord High-Treaſurer, and he 
continued a faithful Servant to her 
Majeſty till his Death, which hap- 
pened not till many Years after. 
Mary, upon the Death of her 
Huſband. Francis II. who was ſuc- 
ceeded by his Brother Charles IX. 
left France, and arrived in Scotland 
in 1561, She now, by the Advice of 
the Gui/es her Uncles, till they 
ſhould have a better Opportunity to 
act in her Favour, quitted the Title 
and Arms of Queen of England ; 


but this did not ſatisfy Elizabeth, - 


who inſiſted upon her declaring ſhe 
had no Right ever to take them, 
and upon her ratifying the Treaty 
of Edinburgh, whereby ſhe was to 
promiſe never to reſume them: 
Which Mary refuſed to do, and this 
was the Source of a perpetual Dif- 
ference and Animoſity between the 
two Queens. Before Mary's Arri- 
val, the States of Scotland, who met 
by Virtue of a Patent from her to 
James Stuart, ſoon after made Earl 
of Murray, had eſtabliſhed the Pro- 
teſtant Religion in that Kingdom ; 
after which, by their Order, the 
Monaſteries were all demoliſhed. 

The Pope, not yet quite out of 
Hopes of reclaiming Elizabeth, was 
defirous, about this Time, to ſend a 


tually arrived in Flanders, and de- 
manded Permiſſion to continue his 
Journey to Ergland, but could never 
obtain it; the Queen ſaying, ſhe had 
nothing to do with the Pope, who 
had no more Authority than other 


Nuncio into England. He was ac- 


Biſhops. After this, being well af- 
ſured that the Pope would ſpare no . 
Pains to give her Diſturbance from 
all Quarters, both at home and a- 
broad, ſhe took the wiſeſt Precautions 
for her Safety, keeping a good Fleet 
always in Readineſs againſt any In- 
vaſion, and ſecuring more and more 
the Affections of her Subjects, which 
ſhe looked upon as her only Support. 
In 1563, the Queen of Scots had 
the Satisfaction of being delivered 
from one Rival, by the Death of 
Frances Brandon, Ducheſs of Suffolk, 
Grandaughter to Henry VII. Who, 
as has been ſaid, was placed next af- 
ter Elizabeth in Henry VIII's Will. 
The Year following, Queen Elixa- 
beth viſited the Univerſity of Cam- 
Bridge, where ſhe was very magnifi- 
cen * received, and expreſſed her Sa- 
tis faction in an elegant Latin Speech, 
of which Tongue ſhe was perfect 
Miſtreſs. Shortly after, ſhe viſited 
the Univerſity of Oxford, was re- 
ceived in the ſame Manner, and 
made the ſame Return. 1 
In'1565, the Queen of Scotland 
married Henry Stuart, Lord Darn- 
ley, Son to the Counteſs of Lennox, 
Daughter of Margaret Queen of 
Scotland by her ſecond Huſband the 
Earl of Angus; by which Means ſhe. 
united the Title of that Family to 
the Crown of England with her 
own. After this Marriage there 
was nothing but Confuſion in Scoz- 
land. Darnuley was a Catholick, 
and Murray and ſeveral other Lords 
were againſt the Match, as fearing 
it would endanger the Reformation, 
as well as on x ar own private Ac- 
counts. - The Queen about this Time, 
was more than ordinarily attached to 
one David Rizzo, Son to a Mu- 
fician of Turin, who had ſo infinu- 
ated himſelf into her Favour, as to 
become, in a Manner, Prime-Mini- 
ſter ; and, if we believe Buchanan, ſhe 
was guilty of ſcandalous Familiarites - 
S 3 with 
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with him. However that be, the 
King her Huſband grew jealous of 
him. This Jealoufy was increaſed 
by the Averſion the Queen, on all 
Occaſions, ſhewed him; ſoon after 
the Marriage: and the Sway Rizzo 

| bore in her Affection, filled ſeveral 
of the Nobles with Iadignation. 
This ended in the Murder of Rizzo 
by Order of the King, in 1566. 
The Lord Ruthven, Douglas and 
others, ruſhing into the oat 
Chamber, fell upon him and killed 
him in her Preſence, when ſhe was 
five Months gone with Child. She 
was kept under a Guard for ſome 
Time, but put on ſuch an artful 
Fondneſs for her Huſband, that ſhe 
found: Means to regain her Freedom 
and reſume her Authority; after 
which ſhe expreſſed a greater An- 
tipathy to the King her Huſband” 
than before, and took all Occaſions 
to mortify him. She could not 
bear the Sight of him, and fled 
from his Company; ſo much had 
Rizzo's Murder increaſed her Aver- 
ſion. 
well began to have the ſame Place 
in her — that Rizzo had before, 


— 


which however had not the Effect 


at the Beginning of the Year 1567, 
he was + murdered in his Red by 
Bot holl's Procurement, the Queen 
alſo herſelf being ſtrongly ſuſpected 
to be privy to the Crime; and what 


after, whom all the World charged 
with this Murder. s 
I ſhall juſt obſerve, that between 
the Murder of Rizzo and that of 
the Kiag,” | 
Mary was brought to-bed of a 
Prince, named ' Famzs, who was af- 
terwards out King James I. when 


And now the Earl of Both. 


Fand became as great a Favourite, 
and as abſolute at Court; whilſt. 
the King was entirely neglected, 
and once had Poiſon given him, 


his Enemies deſired: But ſoon after, 


ſtrengthened this Suſpicion, was her 
marrying Bothwell in a ſhort Time 


gw 15, 1986, Queen 


B E. T. H. 
he had been for many Years King 10 
of Scotland. | 
Plots had been continually carry. 5 
ing on in England in Favour of : 
Mary, which had even infected the Þ 
two Houſes of Parliament, who 4 
ſtrongly preſſed Queen Elizabeth 7 
either to marry, or to name her b 
Succeſſor, having a View to the 15 
Queen of Scots, though they did not Y 
ſpeak out. But ſhe would do nei. 8. 
ther the one nor the other. It ſeems f 
ſhe Was always reſolved not to mar- an 
ry, though ſhe was courted by al. fe 
moſt all the young Princes in Eu- wa 
rope, and fed them with Hopes, Fa 
only to make her own Advantage * 
whilſt ſuch Negotiations were on — 
Foot. And ſhe would never make ref 
the Queen of Scots her Heir, leſt 10 
her Party in England, which was raid 
already ſtrong, ſhould become ſtrong- ; 
er, and ſhe ſhould be expoſed to on 
the Mortification of ſeeing her Sub- Bat 
jects adore the Rifing-Sun, This to f 
Affair, however, might have given Elis 
her great Uneaſineſs, if the Queen Yea 
of Scots had not loſt herſelf by retu; 
her late ſhameful Conduct, and fill 
evidently leſſened her Party in Ezg- no 
land. | Quet 
The Murder of the King, and the of t 
Queen's Marriage with Bothwell, Mur 
produced great Alterations in Sct- atten 
land. The Earls of Argyll, Mer- in or 
ton, Marr, Athol, Glencairn and o- Aſif 
thers, entered into a Confederacy artfu 
to bring the Murderers to Juſtice, and 
and diſſolve the Queen's Marriage. Thou 
They raifed Forces, and Edinbuigb party 
declared for them. The Queen and Franc 
Bothavell retired to Dunbar, and up th 
levied ſome Troops,” in order to aber} 
oppoſe the Confederates. But they comp 
not appearing” hearty, and many ly ſuc 
deierting, the Queen had no other Th 
Way, than to capitulate with the in the 
confederate Lords, and put herſelf of 4, 
into their Hands, who conducted had fe 
her to Edinburgh, and ſet a Guard occaſic 
oyer her: And upon diſcovering to fly 


that 


n 
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chat fhe fill kept a Correſpondence 
with Bothavell by Letters, they con- 
fined her in Lochleven-Caftle. Both- 


avell, after this, _ there was 


no Safety for him in Scotland, re- 
tired to the Or4neys and turned Pi- 


rate, and afterwards eſcaped to Den- 


mark, where he was impriſoned, and 
lived in great Miſery for ſome 
Years, which at length turned his 
Brains, FE | | | 
Soon after the Queen's Impriſon- 
ment, the Confederates obliged her 


to reſign her Crown to her Son, who 


was but about'a Year old, and the 
Earl of Murray was ex tur Re- 
gent. But quickly a ftrong Party 


was formed againſt him, in order to 
reſtore the Queen, who'had eſcaped 


from her Confinement. Forces were 
raiſed on both Sides; but the Re- 
gent, with a much inferior Number, 


in 1 gk defeated the Queen's in the 


Battle of Glaſgow, and forced her 


to fly into England, where Queen 


Elizabeth kept her a Priſoner many 
Years, and from whence ſhe never 
returned. The Troubles in Scotland 
{ill continued, of which I ſhall ſay 


no more, but that the politick 


Queen of England availed herſelf 


of them all: And after Murray's 


Murder, when her Enemies there 
attempted a Union among the Scots, 
in order to act againſt her with the 
Aſſiſtance of foreign Forces, ſhe 


artfully fomented their Differences, 


and ſo broke all their Meaſures. 
Though afterwards, when Mary's 
Party was ſufficiently weakened, and 
France was endeavouring to keep 


up the Differences in Scotland, Eli. 


2abeth thought it her Intereſt to 
compoſe them; in which ſhe happi- 
ly ſucceeded. 2 

The Perſecution of the Proteſtants 
in the Loau-Countries uhder the Duke 
of Alva, whom the King of Spain 
had ſent with an Army againſt them, 


occaſioned ſeveral Flemiſs Families 


to fly for Refuge to England. Queen 


Elizabeth ſettled them at Noravich, 
Colchefter, Sandwich, and ſeveral 
other Places; which turned greatly 
to the Advantage of the es 

they being the firſt who brought 
hither the Art of making Bays and 
Says, and other Linen and Woollen 
Cloths of the like Sort. At the 
ſame Time the Perſecution was re- 
kindled againſt the Huguenots in 
France, the two Courts of France and 
Spain having agreed, at the famous 
Interview of Bayonne, to uſe their 


Joint Endeavours to extirpate Here- 


ticks. Queen Elizabeth, not doubt- 
ing but when they had accompliſh- 
ed their Ends in their own Domi- 
nions, they would turn their Arms 
againſt her, aſſiſted the Huguenots 
apain, as ſhe had done before. And 
how | ſhe affiſted the Hallanders in 
throwing off the Spaniſh Yoke, will 
be ſeen 1n its proper Place. 

At the Beginning of the Year 
15a Aera great Men, of the 
Queen's Council, who were Friends 
to the Queen of Scots, and wanted 
either to have her on the Throne, 
or declared Elizabeth's preſumptive 
Heir, conſpired to get Secretary 
Cecil removed, whom they knew to 
be an Enemy to all ſuch Defigns, 
and to be heartily in his Miſtreſs's 
Intereſt. 'But Elizabeth knowin 
the Fidelity of her Miniſter,” Glenced 
his Enemies, and effectually diſ- 
couraged their Attempts, Soon af- 
ter, the Duke of Norfolk, who had. 


been in great Favour with the 


Queen, but was one of thoſe con- 
cerned in the Plot againſt Cecil, fell 
under her Diſpleaſure, and was ſent 
to-the Tower, for having carried on 
an Intrigue for marrying the Queen 


of Scozs, This Project was favoured 


by all the Malcontents, Sticklers 
for that Queen, who certainly car- 
ried their Views farther than the 
Duke of Norfolk, who was a profeſſ- 
ed Proteſtant, might at firſt intend ; 
though afterwards, it is probable, 

84 | he 
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Theſe and many other Plots, ſor 


he gave them Hopes of complyin, 

with their whole Deſign,” whic 

was to ſet. the Queen of Scots on 
the Throne of England, and to re- 
ſtore the Popiſh Religion. This 
appears by the Rebellion, which 
broke out about the ſame Time 
in the North, under. the Earls of 


Northumberland and Weſtmoreland, 


and Dacres a Northern Gentleman; 
who among other Things in their 
Manifefto 5 that their Deſign in 
taking Arms was to reſfore the Re- 
- Cigion of their Forefathers. Beſides, 
they burnt the Ezgliſß Bibles and 


_ Common-Prayer Books, and ſaid 


Maſs publickly. Queen Eligabeth, 
by her good Policy and timely Pre- 

arations, ſuppreſſed this Rebellion, 
13 before, for the greater Secu- 
rity, removed the Queen of | Scots 
from Tutbury-Caſtle, in Staffordſbire, 
to Coventry. Several of the Rebels 
were hanged, ſome out-lawed, and 
the reſt pardoned. The Earl of 
Weſtmoreland and Dacres eſcaped in- 
to Flanders, and the Earl of North- 


umberland, after having concealed 


himſelf for ſome Time in Scotland, 
was firſt ſeized and impriſoned by 


the Earl of Murray, and afterwards 


delivered to Queen Elixabeth by the 
Earl of Morton, and beheaded. The 
Duke of Norfo/# had been releaſed 
out of the Tower, upon his pro- 
miſing to think no more of marry- 


ing the Queen of Scots. But ſome. 


Time after, having reſumed that 
Project, and engaged deeper in the 
Plot againſt Elizabeth, and her Go- 
vernment, having held a Corre- 
ſpondence not only with the Scotch 
Queen, but with the Biſhop of Ro/5 
her Ambaſſador, the French and 
Spaniſh Ambaſſadors, and even with 
Ridolpho, who was privately the 
Pope's Agent in England, for raiſing 
a Rebellion againſt the Queen, he 
was apain apprehended, and re- 
committed to the Tower, and loſt 
his Head on a Scaffold in 1572. 


3 


which the 2 of Scots and the 
freeing her from her Confinement 


was made a Handle, and which ſhe 


herſelf encouraged as much as ſhe 


could, furniſned Queen Elizabeth 


with farther Reaſons for —— 


her ſtill a Priſoner. For if ſhe could 


give her ſo much Trouble in her 
preſent Situation, ſhe was likely to 
occaſion more if ſhe were at Liberty, 
and at the Head of her Party in Scot- 
land and England. The many Con- 
ſpiracies againſt the Queen, occaſi- 


oned the Parliament to paſs ſome ſe- 


vere Acts againſt the Catholicks, for 
the Safety of the Queen's Perſon, 
the Defence of her Title, and 


the Security of the Proteſtant Reli- 


gion. 1 

The Year 1571 paſſed chiefly in 
Negotiations. for a Marriage be- 
tween Queen Eizabeth and the 
Duke of Anjor, ſecond Son io Ca- 
tharine de Medicis, and Brother to 
Charles IX. King of France. Both 
Charles and Elizabeth found their 
Account in this Negotiation, though 
neither of them intended it ſhould 
take Effect. Charles's Deſign was 
to amuſe Elizabeth and all the Pro- 
teſtants, particularly the Huguenois, 
with whom he had made a perfidi- 
ous Peace till he had drawn them 
into the Snare, in order to deſtroy 
them by Treachery, when he found 
it difficult to do it by open Force; 
which accordingly happened the 
next Year in the Maſſacre of S.. 
Bartholomew, in which Admiral 


Chatillon, and all thoſe Huguenots = 


who had been drawn to Court un- 
der Pretence of celebrating the 
Nuptials of the King of Navarre 
with Charles's Siſter, were inhuman- 
ly butchered ; though there were {till 
enough left to occafion him further 
Trouble. Queen Elizabeth entered 
into the Negotiation of the Match 
to pleaſe her Miniſters, who were 
continually preſſing her to marry, 

in 
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in order to cut off all Hopes from the 
Queen of Scots : Beſides, whilſt her 
Enemies believed the Marriage was 

oing to be concluded, they would 
of Courſe be diſheartened. And ſhe 
diſſembled ſo well in this Affair, 
that even Cecil himſelf, who was 
now Lord Burleigh, thought for 
ſome Time ſhe was in earneſt. But 
it was at laſt broke off on account 
of Religion, which was always 
Elizabeth's laſt Reſort for breaking 
off Treaties of this Kind. However, 
this did not hinder a defenſive 
League being concluded between the 
two Crowns, from which Elizabeth 
hoped to draw ſome advantage for 


her own Safety, though the perfidi- 


ous Court of France intended no ſuch 
Thing, but only farther to amuſe 
the Huguenots ; for it was ſoon after 
the Concluſion of this Alliance that 
the barbarous Maſſacre above men- 
tioned happened. Nevertheleſs, 
even after this, the higheſt Pro- 
teſtations of Friendſhip paſſed be- 
tween the- two Courts, Charles be- 
ing afraid of the Queen of Exg- 
land's aſſiſting the Huguenots, and 
ſhe being willing to gain Time, 
that ſhe might penetrate farther 
into the Deſigns of her Enemges ; 
ſo that the Huguenots could not tell 
what to make of their good Pro- 
teftreſs, who had even gone ſo far 
as to ſtand Godmother to Charles's 
new-born Daughter, after the Maſ- 
ſaere of St. Bartholomew z which 
might make one believe, that her 
Zeal for the Proteſtant Religion 
was always ſubordinate to her pri- 
vate Intereſt. Though this muſt be 
obſerved, that ſhe ordered her Am- 
baſſador, who was to repreſent her, 
not to be preſent at the Maſs in her 
Ceremony of the Chriſtening ; and if 
it ſhould be inſiſted on, to get the 
Queen of Nawarre to ftand in his 
Room. And though the did not 
openly aſſiſt the Huguenots in Ro- 
cbelle, yet ſhe connived at her Sub- 


jects doing it at their own Expence. - 


She knew there was no Sincerity in 
Charles's Pretenſions of Friendſhip ; 
but to keep him at Bay, ſhe re- 
ſolved to match him in Diſſimula- 
tion, and at the ſame Time made 
all the neceſſary Preparations for 
her Defence. Charles died ſoon 
after, and was ſucceeded by his 
Brother the Duke of Anjou, by the 
Name of Henn III. who alſo car- 
ried on Hoftilities againſt the Ha- 
guenots, at the ſame Time that he 
preſſed Queen Elizabeth to renew 
the League between the two 
Crowns; which ſhe did, but under- 
hand ſupplied the Prince of Conde 
with Money for the Huguenots. 
Some Time after, another Negoti- 
ation was carried on for a Mar- 
riage between her and the Duke 


of Alengon, now Duke of Anjou, 


' Henry's Brother, which went much 
farther than the former, even to 
the Signing of the Marriage-Arti- 
cles, and the Duke came over in 
Perſon, and was received by her 


in ſuch a Manner, that every body 


thought the Match as good as 
concluded ; but by-and-by it was 
all broke off on a ſudden, as the 
other had been. Her Conduct in 
this Affair was ſomewhat unac- 
countable. It is moſt likely it was 
purely the Effect of her Policy; 
though one Stubbs had his Right 
Hand cut off on a Scaffold for writ- 
ing againſt the Marriage; when he 
pulled off his Hat with his Left, and 
cried, God ſave the Queen ! | 

The Oppreſſions of the Spani- 
ards in the Loau- Countries, had for 


ſome Time occaſioned great Con- 


fuſions there. Philip was not only 
bent upon extirpating the Pro- 


teſtants in thoſe Parts, but upon 


ſuppreſſing all the antient Rights 
and Privileges of thoſe Provinces, 


and governing them by his own 
abſolute Will and Pleaſure. The 


Duke of Alva with his Army of 
5 Spaniards 
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jards committed exceſſive Cruel- 
ties, and had introduced the Inqui- 
fition, ſo odious to all the Inhabi- 
tants, Papiſts as well as Proteſtants. 
This forced them at laſt to enter 
into a Confederacy, and take Arms 
for the Defence of their Liberties ; 
and Queen + Elizabeth thought it 
good Policy to aſſiſt them both with 
Men and Money, ſince it was well 
known, that when once thoſe Pro- 
vinces were reduced to Obedience, 
and the Reformation there entirely 
ſuppreſſed, the Deſign was to invade 


! 5 —_— dethrone the Queen, and 
j Oo 


eſtore the Popiſh Religion. She be- 
gan therefore to aid the oppreiſed 
States in 1577, when ſhe lent them 
100,000 /. Sterling to enable them 
to carry on the War. Next Year 
fſeveral Companies of Voluntiers: 
were formed in England, who went 
over to ſerve the States with the 
Queen's Approbation. Some Vears 
after, ſhe ſent over a good Body of 
Engliſh Forces under the Earl of 
Leiceſter; but he making a bad Uſe 
of the Power the States had intruſted 
him with, and ſoon diſcovering his 
Ambition to ſet himſelf up as So- 
vereign of the Low-Countries, gave 

at Offence to the States. Upon 
which the Queen recalled him, and 


appointed the Lord Willougbby Ge- 


neral of the Engliſb Forces in his 
Room. In ſhort, from Maxims of 
Policy, ſhe: continued to ſupport 


them to the laſt; and this War, 
chiefly under the Conduct of the 
brave Princes of Orange, ended in 


a total Revolt of ſeven of theſe Pro- 


vinces from the Dominion of Spain; 


which now make the moſt conſider- 
able Republick in the World: And 
to this Queen Elixabetb, by her 
Aſſiſtance, contributed not a e 
Things were come to that Paſs in 


France, that it became agreeable to 


Queen Elixabeih's Policy, openly to 


aſſiſt the Hzguenots again. A League 


4 


. g 


had been formed againſt them by the 
Catholicks in the Reign of Henry Ill. 
who himſelf had approved of it, 


and ſwore to do his utmoſt to extir. 


pate them. But he being a weak 
and indolent Prince, and 2 no 
Child, the Duke of Gai, who was 
at the Head of the Catholicks, form- 
ed a powerful Party in order to raiſe 


himſelf to the Throne, either be- 


fore or after Heury's Death. He af. 
ſumed ſuch an exorbitant Power, that 
Henry was no more than the Shadow 
of a King, who therefore hated 


him, and made uſe of Henty of 


Bourbon, King of Nawarre, firſt 
Prince of the Blood of Fraxce, who 
was at the Head of the Huguenots, 
and whoſe: Title to the Crown he 
ſupported, to oppoſe the Duke's 
Meaſures, who had made a League 
with Spain, and brought the Ha- 
niardi into France to ſupport him 
againſt the Huguenots; and aſſiſt him 
to mount the Throne. Henry III. 
got him and his Brother aſſaſſinated, 
upon which the League and the 


City of Paris declared againſt him; 


and whilſt he was befleging that 
Place, he was killed by one Clement 
a Jacobine Friar, who ſtabbed him 
in the Belly. The King of Navarre 
ſucceeded him, by the Name of 
Henry IV. Elizabeth aſſiſted him 
and the Huguenors, both before and 
after his Acceſſion to the Crown of 
France; but finding the Prieſts and 
Monks and all the Roman-Catho- 
licks ſo ſtrong a Party againſt him, 
he thought fit to change his Religi- 
on, in order to preſerve his Crown. 
Upon which Queen Elizabeth re- 
monſtrated to him, in a very pathe- 


tick Letter ſhe wrote him on that 


Occaſion. 
It was not without Reaſon, that 


Queen Elizabeth aſſiſted the Pro- 


teſtants in France and the Nether- 
lands, -as ſhe thereby kept her Ene- 


mies employed, and hindered them 
| | from 
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from executin 4 their Projects againſt 
England. The Pope had excom- 
municated her, and abſolved her 
Subjects from their Allegiance. The 
King of Spain and the Duke of Guiſe 
were in a League with the Pope, 
to invade England, dethrone the 
Queen, and ſetup the Queen of Scozs 
in her Room. In the mean Time, 
many Plots were ſet on foot by the 
Popiſh Emiſfaries, to take away her 
Life; for which ſeveral. Prieſts, 
Jeſuits, and others, were executed. 
A Body of Spaniards and  [talians 
were landed in Ireland, to drive the 
Engliſh out, of that Kingdom ; but 
this had no Effect, through the Vigi- 
lance of the Earl of Ormond. The 


Queen being thus threatened from - 


all Quarters, a general Aſſociation 
was formed in Eng/and, to proſecute 
to Death - ſuch as ſhould attempt 
any Thing againſt her Perſon, and 
Government. The Parliament ap- 
proved and confirmed this Aſſoci- 
ation, and paſſed a ſevere Act a- 
gainſt Popiſh Prieſts and Jeſuits, 
whereby they were F to depart 
the Kingdom, and if any returned, 
they were to be guilty of High- 
Treaſon, and thoſe who harboured 
them, of Felony. A little after, 
the Queen made. an Alliance with. 
the King of Scotland, for their mu- 
tual Defence, and the Security of 
the Proteſtant Religion. 

To be beforehand with the King 
of Spain, Queen El:zabeth reſolved. 
to carry War into America. Ac- 
cordingly, in 1585, ſhe ſent thither 
a Fleet, under Sir Francis Drake, 
(who ſome Time before had made 
a Voyage round the World) with 
a Body of Land- Forces under Chriſ- 
topber Carliſte. They took St. Jago, 
one of the Cape de Verde I/lands, St. 
Domingo and Carthagena, burnt St, 


Antonio and St. Helena in Florida, 


and returned home with a large 
Booty. Ralph Lane, whom Sir Wal- 
ter Rakigh had left in Virginia, 


they 
Right than Elizabeth. This was 
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came home with this Fleet, and 
was the firſt that brought Tobacco 
into England, This Year died the 
learned and ingenious Sir Philip 
Sidney, of a Wound he received in 
a Battle in the Low-Countries. 

The Queen of Scots was the 
Occaſion of continual Uneafineſs 
to Elizabeth. Her pretended Title 
to the Crown was always made 
a Handle of by Elizabeth's Ene- 
mies both at home and abroad, 
for all their Plots and. Conſpiracies, 
to deſtroy her, in order to ſet Mary 
on the Throne; bur their principal 
View in this, was by her Means to 
reſtore the Roman- Catholick Reli- 

ion, both in Exgland and Scotland. 
t is no wonder therefore, ſince 
Mary's Advancement to the Throne 
could not be brought about bat by 
the Deſtruction of Elizabeth, that 
ſhe ſhould reſolve at laſt to ſacri- 
fice. her to her own Safety, and 
ſhould be glad of ſome plaufible 
Pretence for that Purpoſe. This 
Mary herſelf, by her Indiſcretion, 


and the Zeal and Officiouſneſs of 


her Friends, . furniſhed her with. 
That both ſhe and her. Friends 
ſhould be ſtill contriving Means for 
her Liberty, was not ftrange ; but 
they always joined with this, not 
only the reſtoring her to the 
Throne of Scotland, but placin 

her on that of England, to which 


pretended. ſhe had a better 


the Pretence for all the Plots a- 


gainſt her, by the Pope, the —_ 


of Spain, the Houſe of Gui/e, an 
the Iriſs, Scotch and Engliſh Ca- 
tholicks; in which Mary had too 
plainly ſnewed herſelf to be an 


Accomplice. This was particularly _ 


the Caſe of the Plot in 1586, called 


Babington's Conſpiracy, becauſe he, 
with ſeveral Popiſh Prieſts from the 
Seminaries abroad, and others, was 


the chief Inſtrument in it. It was 
laid for a foreign Invaſion, to 


kill 
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kill the Queen, free the Queen of 
Scots, and ſet her on the Throne; 
and was timely diſcovered by the 


Vigilance and Dexterity of Secre- 


tary Walfngham, who had continu- 
ally his Spies amongſt them, to 
give him an Account of their Pro- 
ceedings. At laſt the Conſpirators, 
to the Number of fourteen, were 
all apprehended together, and after 
impeaching one another, and diſ- 
covering the whole Matter, were ar- 


raigned, condemned, and executed. 


As the Queen of Scots appeared, 


by Letters and otherwiſe, to have 


a Hand in this Conſpiracy, it was 
reſolved now to proſecute her on 
an Act of Parliament made the pre- 
ceding Year (and very probably 
with a View to her) whereby the 
Perſon. for whom or by whom any 
Thing ſhould be attempted againſt 


the Queen was made liable to Death. 
Commiſſioners were accordingly ſent 


down to try her at/ Fotheringham- 
Caſtle in Northamptonſhire, where 
ſhe was then in Cuſtody; who in 
the End paſſed Sentence upon her 
on the 258th of October. Four Days 
after, it was approved and con- 
firmed by Parliament. On Decem- 
ber 6, it was proclaimed in London, 
and then throughout the Kingdom : 


And on February 7, following, 'the- 


Sentence was executed upon her in 
the Hall of the ſaid Caſtle, by ſeve- 
ring her Head from her Body, which 
ſhe ſuffered with great Calmneſs and 
Reſolution. Queen Elixabetb's Po- 
cy appeared through this whole 
Tranſaction. She pretended all a- 
long to be in Suſpenſe; and to re- 
move the Blame from herſelf, it was 
ſo managed, that the Parliament 
ſhould preſs her to put the Sentence 


- in Execution. She ſtill ſeemed under 


reat Perplexity; but at laſt, upon 
Ns Rumours of Plots and Invaſi- 
ons (which perhaps were artfully 
raiſed by the Court) ſhe ſigned a 


Warrant for the Execution, ordering 
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Secretary Daviſon to keep it pri. 
vately by him. But being, from 
her whole Behaviour, in ſome Doubt 
about her Intention, he ſhewed it to 
ſome of the Council, and.they to the 
reſt, who thought fit to haften the 
Execution : After which the Queen 
put on a great Shew of Concern and 
Sorrow, drove her Privy-Counſel- 
lors from her Preſence, and ordered 
them to be examined in the Star- 
Chamber. But none ſuffered but 
Daviſon, who was fined 10,000 J. 
and impriſoned during the Queen's 
Pleaſure. Notwithſtanding all this, 
it is moſt probable that the Execu- 


tion was not without her Approba- 


tion, though ſheendeavoured to make 
the World believe otherwiſe. How. 
ever, this tragical Death of the 
Queen of Scots has ſerved for a- 
bundant Matter of RefleQion to 
Queen Flizabeth*s Enemies. It muſt 
be confeſſed there were ſome Things 
very- irregular in the Proceedings 
againſt her; and Elizabeth is no 
otherwiſe to be juſtified, but upon 
the Principle of Self- Preſervation; 
which may alſo ſerve to juſtify in 
ſome Meaſure the Council and the 
Parliament, ſince they were per- 
ſuaded, that neither the Queen, nor 
themſelves, nor the Proteſtant Reli- 

ion, could be ſafe without the 
Heath of Mayy ; and it was certainly 
no more reconcilable to the Princi- 
ples of ſtri Juſtice, to murder Eli- 
zabeth in order to reſtore Popery, 
than to put Mary to Death in order 


to keep it out; and it is natural for 


thoſe who are in Poſſeſſion, to take 
care to ſecure themſelves. | 
The next Year, 1588, is. memo- 
rable for the mighty Attempt againſt 
the Queen and the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, made by Philip King of 
Spain; to which he was encouraged 
by the Pope, Sixtus V. who on this 
Occaſion again thundered out the 
Anathemas of the Church againſt 
Elizabeth, Philip had been long 
: making 
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Ports, for an Expedition againſt 
England ; which was to have been 
executed laſt Year, but was retarded 
by the Queen's ſending Drake to 
the Coaſt of Spain, (who burnt a 
great Number of Ships laden with 
Proviſions and Stores, together with 
two large Galleons, and afterwards 
took a rich Carack coming from 
the Eafl-Indies;) as alſo by that great 
Stateſman Walfingham's getting all 
the Spaniſh Bills, which were to 


ſupply King Philip with Money, 


proteſted at Genoa, In the mean 
Time, the Queen made all the ne- 
ceſſary Preparations for oppoſing 
this formidable Invaſion. Twenty 
thouſand Men were diſpoſed along 
the Southern Coaſts; an Army of 
22,000 Foot and 1000 Horſe, was 
encamped at Tilbury, where the 
Queen reviewed them, and made 
them a very engaging Speech : And 
there was another Army of 34,000 
Foot and 2000 Horſe, to guard 
the Queen's Perſon : Her Subjects 
ſhewed the utmoſt Readineſs to ſtand 
up in her Defence: And ſhe fitted 
out a conſiderable Fleet, under the 
moſt experienced Commanders, the 
Lord Howard of Effingham, as Ad- 
miral, and Drake, Hawkins and 
Forbiſper, Vice-Admirals ; and ſent 
Seymour, with forty Engliſh and 
Dutch Ships, to the Coaſt of Flan- 


* ders, to hinder the Prince of Parma 


from joining the Spani/s Fleet, 
which they already called the I- 
vincible Armada. 
130 great Ships, 20 Caravels and 
10 Salves, having above 20,000 
Soldiers on bs with Seamen, 
Ammunition and Proviſions in Pro- 
portion, This formidable Fleet, 
commanded by the Duke of Me- 
dina Celi, put to Sea from the Coaſt 
of Portugal, then under the Domi- 
nion of Spain, about the Beginning 


of June; but being diſperſed by a 


Storm, it was the 19th of Fuly be- 


It conſiſted of 
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making vaſt Preparations, in all his 


fore they entered the Channel; where 
the Engliſh Fleet kept cloſe to 
them, and ſoon took ſome of their 
Ships. On July 24, there was 2 
pretty ſmart Engagement, not at all 
to the Advantage of the Spaniards, 
whoſe Ships were too unwieldy, 
whilſt thots of the Exgliſb could 
eaſily ſtand off or on, as there was 
Occaſion. On the 27th, the Span 


Fleet came to an Anchor off Calais, 


expecting, in vain, the Duke of 
Parma to put to Sea with his Army, 
and make a Deſcent on England 
as it had been agreed. They were 
followed by the Engliſb Fleet, which 
was now ſtrengthened by the Addi- 
tion of a good Number of Ships, 
not only of the Queen's, but of 
private Perſons, who had fitted out 
ſeveral at their own Charge; ſo that 
the Fleet now conſiſted of 140 
Ships of War, not ſo large indeed 
as the Span; ones, but more eaſy 
to be managed. Whilſt the Spar 
Fleet lay off Calais, the Engliſh 
Admiral in the Night ſent in a- 
mongſt them eight Fire-Ships, which 
ſo terrified them, that they cut 
their Cables and put to Sea in 
the utmoſt Confuſion; when the 
Engliſh took the Admiral Galleaſs 
after a ſharp Engagement, and Hy 
de Moncada, who commanded it, 
was flain. In ſhort, the whole Fleer 
was now diſperſed, and the Spani- 
ards ſeeing their Deſign fruſtra- 
ted, reſolved to make the beſt of 
their Way home, by failing round 
Scotland and Ireland, where ſeveral 
of their Ships were loſt. In the 
Channel, the Engliſh took and de- 
ſtroyed of this mighty Fleet, 15 
great Ships, and 479i Men ; and 
afterwards, on the Coaſt of Ireland, 
17 Ships, and 5394 Men. Others 
were loſt by Storms; and of this 
prodigious Armament, only. 60 Ships 
teturned to Spain, and thoſe too ina 
very ſhattercd Condition, The Spa- 
niards ſuffered ſo much in this Expe- 
dition, 
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dition, and ſome others in this Reign, 
equally diſaſtrous, that they have 
not recovered themſelves to this 
Day. Queen Elizabeth appointed 
a publick Thankſgiving. in all the 
Churches for this remarkable Deli- 
verance, and went herſelf to Sz. 


on. | 
The Earl of Leicefter, the Queen's 


Favourite, died this Year; and 


Fohn Fox, the famous Martyrolo- 
giſt, the Vear before. 
In 1590, Sir Francis Wal/ingham, 


an able and faithful Miniſter of the 


Queen's, and Secretary of State, 
famous for his Policy and good In- 


telligence, departed this Life. Hes 


died ſo poor, that he was buried 
privately to ſave Charges : So re- 
markable was the Frugality and 


Oeconomy of this Reign: Sir Robert 


Cecil, Son to the Lord Treaſurer 
Burleigh, ſucceeded him as Secre- 
N. of State. | 
n 1592, Sir Walter Raleigh, 
with fifteen Sail, undertook an Ex- 
pedition againſt the Spaniſb Settle- 
ments in America; and though he 
was hindered by contrary Winds 
from putting his Project in Executi- 
on, to make him ſome Amends, he 
met with a very large and rich Spa- 
ni/þ. Carack near the Azores, which 


he made himſelf Maſter of, with 


little Difficulty. 
Not long after, Roderigo Lopez, 


a Jew, who was the Queen's Phy- 


fician, two Portugueze, and Patrick 


Cullen, an Iriſhman, were bribed. 


by the Spaniſb Governors of the 
Netherlands to make her away by 


Poiſon or otherwiſe; but the Plot 


being diſcovered, the Conſpirators 
were ſeized, and executed: As were 
| Edmund York, and Richard Williams, 
the next Year, 1595, for having 


undertaken to commit the ſame 


Crime, on the Promiſe of 46,000 
Florins from the ſaid Spaniſh Go- 
vernors. The ſame Year, Sir Wal. 


ter Raleigh made a ſecond Expedi- 


tion to America at his own Expence, 


which was attended with no great 
Succeſs: As neither was that of 
Drake and Hawkins,. who were ſent 
thither by the Queen with 26 Ships, 


and both died in the Expedition. 
aul 's, in great State, on the Occa- 


But the Fleet and Army, which 
the Queen ſent the next Year to 
the Coaſt of Spain, under Hoao- 
ard, the Earl of Ee, Sir Walter 
Raleigh, and other brave Men, were 


attended with all the Succeſs that 


could be defired ; for after a long 
and obſtinate Engagement, the Ha- 
niards were defeated, their Admi- 
ral Ship, the Sz. Philip, and two 
others near her, were burnt to Aſhes, 
two more were taken, and moſt of 
the other Ships in the Harbour of 
Cadiz run aſhore. In the mean 
Time the Land-Forces, under the 


Earl of Eſex, took and plundered 


Cadiz, and carried off a very rich 
Booty; whilſt Sir Walter Raleigh 
burnt the Merchant Ships lying at 
Port Real. In ſhort, the Spaniard; 
loſt by this Expedition, beſides the 
Merchant-Men, two Galleons, 13 
Men of War, 11 Ships laden for the 
Indies, and 13 others, beſides the 
Proviſions for another Expedition a- 
gainſt England. This did not hinder 
Philip from drawing all the Ships in 
his other Ports' together, and at- 
tempting a ſecond Invaſion of this 
Nation; but it came to nothing, 
his Fleet being diſperſed by a violent 
Storm in their Voyage, and many 
Ships loſt. He however made an- 
other Attem 
but with no better Succeſs, and from 
the ſame Cauſe. 


Soon after, in 1598, Henry IV- 


of France made a ſeparate Peace 
with the King of Spain, without 


his Allies, the Queen of England, 
and the Srares, They both loudly - 
complained of it, but Henry pleaded 


the Neceſſity of his Affairs. And 


now the Queen and States agree to 
5 carry 


the next Vear, 1597 
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ry on the War againſt Spain by 
8 for which Purpoſe a 
new Treaty was made between 
them, in' which, Queen Elizabeth 
had the Addreſs to turn all to her 
own Advantage. The ſame Year 
King Philip of Spain, ſo. famous 
for his Projects againſt England 
and the Proteſtant, Religion, died, 


and was ſucceeded by his Son PB 


l;s III. William Cecil, Baron of 
Burleigh, Lord-Treaſurer, and the 
Queen's Prime Miniſter, . and faith- 
ful Counſellor, died alſo at this 
Time, very old, and was ſucceeded, 
as Treaſurer, by the Lord Buck- 
hurt. Spenſer the Poet deceaſed 
too this Year; and Hooker, Author 
of the Eccleſiaſtical Polity, the Year 
following. 


Robert Devereux, Earl of Efex, 


a young Nobleman -of lively. Wit 
and Parts, had been for ſome Time 
in great Favour with the Queen; 
in Conſequence of which ſhe. had 
raiſed him to ſeveral great Poſts and 
Commands; which he aſcribing to 


his own Merit, became proud, vain 


and preſumptuous, imagined he 
could govern the Queen herſelf, and 
often diſobeyed her expreſs Orders: 
Yet her Affection for him ſtill con- 
tinued, though ſhe would often ſe- 
verely reprove him for his haughty 
and obſtinate Behaviour. At length 
he carried his Inſolence ſo far, in 
maintaining his Opinion on a cer- 
tain Affair contrary to that of the 
Queen's, as to turn his Back upon 


her with an Air of Contempt; at 


which ſhe was ſo provoked, that ſhe 
gave him a Box on the Ear. He 


instantly clapt his Hand on his 


Sword, proteſting. with an Oath, 
that he neither could nor would put 
up ſuch an Affront, and if Hen- 


ry VIII. were alive, he could not 


have taken, it from bim; and fo 
withdrew from Court. Yet after 
this, upon his making his Submiſ- 
ion, the Queen pardoned him; tho? 


it is very probable, that from this 
Time his Mind was wholly ſet upon 
Revenge; and to that End he ſtrove 
to make himſelf popular to ſuch a. 
Degree, that he was in a Manner 
adored by the People. 

The Earl of Tyrone having raiſed 
a Rebellion in Jreland, encouraged ' 
thereto by the Promiſe of Aſſiſtance 
from Spain, the Earl of Ee was 
ſent over with an Army, in 1599, 
to ſtop his Progreſs. But 4 
acted in ſuch an unaccountable Man- 
ner, contrary to his own Advice in 
Council, and to the Queen's Or- 
ders, that ſhe ſuſpected him of ſome 
ill Deſign; and when ſhe wrote 
to him about it, to add to his 
other Acts of Diſobedience, - he 
came over, without Leave, to juſtify - 
himſelf. But ſhe ordered him to 
keep to his Chamber, and he was 
ſoon. after put under Arreſt, and 
confined at the Lord Keeper's Houle. 
Upon his humbling himſelf, the 
Queen permitted him to retire to 
his own Houſe, but forbad him to 
come to Court. Here he ſoon fell 
into violent Courſes, and his own 
Raſhneſs, and the prepoſterous Zeal 
of his numerous Friends, put him 
upon dangerous Projects againſt the 
Government, and even upon conſpi- 


ring to ſeize the Queen's Perſon, un- 


der Pretence of revenging himſelf 
on his Enemies; though it was 
thought he had farther Deſigns, and 
that - even aſpired to the Crown. 
And now his Hoyſe was open to all 
Malcontents, Papiſts as well as Pu- 
ritans.; he entertained the Swordſ- 
men in and about London, and efta-- 
bliſned a Council, to conſult what 
was to be done in his Favour; 
whilſt his Enemies at Court too 


care to have Spies about him, to 


inform them of what paſſed, which 
they did not fail repreſenting to 
the Queen as much to his Dif- 
advantage as poſſible. The Queen 
ſent ſome of her Counſellors to 

know 
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know the Reaſon of ſo great a Con- 
courſe at his Houſe ; but they were 
made Priſoners, and immediately 
the Earl marched out with his Com- 

y, and depending on the Af. 


ections of the People, endeavoured - 


to raiſe the City of London; but he 
Was diſappointed, they were ſo wiſe, 
that not one appeared in his Fa- 
vour. In the mean Time, the 
Court: had taken all neceſſary Pre- 


cautions, and he was proclaimed a 


Traitor in ſeveral Parts of the City. 
Upon this, he with much Difficulty 
got back to his Houſe in the Strand, 
which was preſently inveſted by the 
Lord Admiral; and the Earl and 
his Aſſociates being at laſt obliged 
to ſurrender, were ſent, ſome to the 
Tower, and ſome to other Priſons. 
Theſe Things were tranſacted in 
the Vear 1600, and the Beginning 
of 1601. 9 5 

Tee, the Earl's Creature, and an 
intimate Friend of the Earl of 
Tyrone, was the firſt that was exe- 
cuted; by whoſe Confeffion it ap- 


peared, that E was in Confede- 


racy with that Rebel againſt the 
Queen. On February 19, 1601, the 


Earls of Eſex and Southampton were 


both tried, and condemned to die. 
Sauthampton had his Life given him, 
but was kept in Priſon. Ee was 
beheaded on the 25th of the ſame 
Month. He made an ample Con- 
feſſion, and expreſſed great Sorrow 
for his raſh Conduct. The Queen 
ſhewed ſome Irreſolution, when the 
fatal Day came, which has fur- 


niſhed ſome Writers with Matter 


for Plays and Romances, in which 
ſhe is repreſented as toſſed between 


the Paſhons of Love, and Rage. 


But as ſhe was then in her 68th 
Year, one would think there could 


be no great Reaſon for ſuch an 


Imagination. Some other of the 


Earl's Accomplices were afterwards 


executed, and the reſt fined or im- 
priſoned. _ * | 2 
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Towards the End of the Year 
the Queen did a very popular Act. 
Complaints having been brought be- 
fore the Commons, of certain Mono- 
polies authorized by her Letters Pa- 
tent, ſhe no ſooner underſtood that 
the Parliament deemed them ſo many 
Infringements of the People's Privi- 
leges, but, without ſtaying to be ad- 


dreſſed, ſne annulled moſt of them, 


and left the reſt to the Laws. The 
Commons hereupon deputed a great 
Number of their Members to wait 
upon her with their Thanks; to 
whom ſhe made a moſt affectionate 
and obliging Speech, calling the 
Monopoliſts Harpies and Hor ſe- 
Leeches, and telling them, that her 
2 them the Patents was an 
rror that proceeded from her Ig- 
norance, not her Will. 

The IJriſb War was carried on 
with ſuch Succeſs this Vear, by the 
Lord Montjey, the Queen's Deputy, 
that though the Spaniſb Succours ar- 
rived and made themſelves Maſters 
of Kinſale, they were ſoon beſieged 
and forced to capitulate ; and Tyrone 
coming to raiſe the Siege, was to- 


tally routed : After this, he was 


drove from Place to Place, and de- 
feated wherever he came, till, at laſt, 
he was obliged to caſt himſelf upon 
the Queen's Mercy. Leviſon and 
Moumſon being ſent with ſome Ships 
to the Coaſt of Spain, took a large 


Carack juſt come from the £Zo#- 
Ladies, though 


uarded by eleven 
Gallies ; which Ship was valued at 
a Million of Crowns. 

Queen Elizabeth having got the 
better of all her Enemies, and go- 
verned the Nation ſo long in Peace, 
notwithſtanding all their repeated 
Efforts. to diſturb her Reign, fell 
fick at the Beginning of the Year 
7003 5 and being now old, and 
her Illneſs increaſing ever Day, ſhe 


grew ſomewhat melancholy, eſpeci- 
ally when ſhe obſerved'that moſt of 
her Courtiers neglected her, and 

5 began 


e oa oi. cr... 


pg — 


haben d 


began to make their Court to the 
King of Scots, her preſumptive Heir. 
When ſhe was near her End, the 
Council ſent ſome of their Body to 


deſire her to name her Succeſſor. 


She anſwered at firſt ſomewhat ob- 
ſcurely ; but being preſſed to ex- 

lain herſelf, ſhe at laſt named the 
Kin of Scots, and ſoon. after ex- 
— with great Signs of Devotion, 
on the 24th, of March, in the ſeven- 
tieth Year of her Age, after a glo- 


four Months ö 
| was buried in Vfminſter- 


s and eight Days. She 


Virtues and excellent Qualities, and 
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1 of fortysfour Years, . 


This illuſtrions Queen had many 


/ 


* 


ly on Account of Religion, but for 
plotting againſt her and the State; 
or attempting to deſtroy the Proteſ- 
tant Religion by violent Methods. 
Some Puritans alſo ſuffered Death in 
her Reign, for writing what were 
called ſeditious Books,c jefly againſt 
the. ſuppoſed Errors in the Church 
Eſtabliſhment, The ſevere Statute 
made againſt. them for debarring 
them of Liberty of Conſcience gan- 
not be juſtified. Perhaps they were 
a little. too obſtinate, but certainly 
their Egemies, were too uncharita- 
ble. A to the reſt, ſhe cauſed Juſ- 
tice to be duly adminiſtered, and 
Trade and Commerce to flouriſh, of 


| but few Faglts. She had great Abili- her great Regard to which there are 

tes, , e Art of many Inſtances; and England under 

. Governing perfectly well. To make her enjoyed. a State of Felicity, un- 
herſelf beloved of her Subjects, to known in the Reigns of moſt of het 

t be frugal of her Revenue, and to Predeceſſors. 

: keep up Diſſentions amongſt her En- The preſent Method of maintain- 

f emies, were the Maxims by which ing the Poor, and chuſing Over- 

'- ſhe ſteered her Courſe, and kept her- ſeers in every Pariſh, was eſtabliſhed 

'S ſelf and People in Peace. Her Diſ- in this Reign. The famous Burſe 

d ſimulation had generally a right in Cornbill, for the Conveniency of 0 

11 Turn, which was to OTE Merchants, was built by Sir Thomas if 

)- own Dominions, and not to incraach Greſdam; to which Queen £/izaberb | 

as. on thoſe of her Neighbours. She put gave the Name of whe Nye Ex- 

4 ſome Papiſts to Death, but none pure - charge. ö 
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JAMES L 


oN the Death of Queen 
'» | - Elizabeth, James VI. of Scot- 
land ſucceeded to the Engliſh 


Throne, by the Name of James I. 
. He was the firſt of the Stuarts who 


reigned in England, being now in the 


37th Year of his Age, and having 
been King of Scotland ever ſince he 
was a Year old, upon the Depoſition 


of Queen Mary his Mother, who 


was the * of James V. Son 
of James IV. 
Daughter of our King Henry VII. 


ſo that James was the neareſt in 


Blood to Ekzabeth, by his Deſcent 


from Margaret her Aunt, though ſhe 


did not think fit to declare him her 


Succeſſor till ſhe was near her End, 


that by keeping him in Suſpenſe, ſhe 
might have him the more dependent 
upon her. . But being nominated by 
her, juſt before ſhe died, to. ſucceed 
her, he was, immediately upon her 
Demiſe, proclaimed King of Eng- 
land, &c. © 

There were two Factions at Court 


by Margaret, eldeſt 


the only one of his Party, who got 


| 

15 l 

: | t 

towards the End of the laſt Reign, ] 

the one conſiſting of the Friends of 8 

the Earl of E, who had held a P 
ſecret Correſpondence with King c: 

James, in order to promote his Inte- b 

reſt in England; and therefore he 4 

conſidered the Friends of that No- L 
bleman as his own': The other con- M 

fiſting of E/ex's Enemies, whom ta 

the King hated, among whom wa af 

Sir Walter Raleigh, and Secretary ch 
Cecil. But this latter, foreſeeing the 

how Things would go after the He 

Queen's Death, politickly took Car in 

beforehand to make his Peace wit BY?) 
the King of Scots, by holding a pfl. and 

vate Correſpondence with him, and to 
acquainting him with all that paſſed Dul 


at Court; by which Means he wi 


into the new King's Favour. | 

The Council having ſent to 81% 
the King Notice of his Acceiul, 
and of their having proclaimed bin, 
he ſet out from gs on tht 


. ſeveral 
Sth of April, attended by * 


— 
—— ͤͤLeU— ö änů⁴ůůk — 


* A 
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r 
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Nannen BE A Oy OE en: 


a ęud King: And, what might 


— 


geoteb Lords and others, and no 
ſooner ſet Foot in England, but 


Multitudes of People came out to 


welcome him, with loud Acclama- 
tions; and in every Ton he paſſed 
through, he was entertained. in a 
moſt magnificent Manner, Teceivin 

every —— the Praiſes and goc 

Wiſhes of kris new Subjects. So ex- 
travagant were the Expreſſions of Joy 
in the Multitude on this Occaſion, 
that an honeſt blunt Scotchman in the 
Company ſaid, This People will /pile 


thought - unpolitick in a new So; 
vereign, the King ifſued+ a. Pro- 
clamation to reſtrain the People 
from flocking to him in ſuch vaſt 
Numbers. 
York, moſt of the Eng/i/þ Noblemen 


came and made their Obeiſance to 


him: Among the reſt, Secretary 
Cecil, who, contrary to every one's 
Expectation, was received with more 


than ordinary Tokens of Reſpect. 


Being come to Newark, he gave a 
Sort of Preſage of the arbitrary 
Power he intended to aſſume, in 
cauſing. a Cut-Purſe to be hanged 
by his ſole Warrant, without any 
Trial; which was contrary to the 
Laws of England. On the 4th of 
May he came to Theobald g, Secre- 
tary Cecil's Houſe, which. the King 
afterwards purchaſed, giving in Ex- 


change for it Hatfield-Houſe, now 


the Seat of the Earls of Salisbury. 
Here the Council waited upon him 


to the Brother and Son of the late 


Duke of +Norfolb, and the reſt of 


the Howard Family, who had been 
great Sufferers for his Mother; and 


(oon after beſtowed many Titles 


of Honour upon them. On the 
th of- May he arrived at London, 


1 in his Journey made about 
200 Knights, . 


Arrival he m fe many more : For 


ad ſoon after his 


* 
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Vhen he arrived at 
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ab Queen Zlizabeth was wiſely ſpar- 
ing in conferring Honours, Kin 
James was on the, contrary moſt 
profuſe in beſtowing them, and 
made ſo many Knights, Barons, 
Earls, c. that a Paſquil was poſte 
up in St. Pauls, waggiſhly pre- 
tending to an Art 10 help abe Me- 
mories 10 retain the Names of the No- 
bility. Of the many who were cre- 
ated about this Time, I, ſhall only 
mention Thomas Siuckwille Lord Buck- 
burft, and High- Treaſurer, who was 


be made Earl of Dorſes; Sir Robert Ce- 


eil Secretary of State, who was 


| made Baron of Eſingdon, and after- 


wards Viſcount Cranburne, and Earl 
of . Saliſbury; and Philip Herbert, 
Brother to the Earl of Pembroke, 
who was made Earl of Montgomery. 
Before he came to London, he re- 
ſtored the Earl of Southampten, and 
the Earl of Egex's Son, to their 
Titles and Eſtates; but the Lords 

rey and Cobham, Sir Valter Raleigh, 7 

and others who had been Enemies 
to E/ex, met with a very cold Re- 
ceꝑtion. 222 "> 5 2 

The King, ſoon after his Arrival, 

ſent a ſplendid Train of Lords and 
Ladies into Scatland, to bring up 
his Queen and Children. His Queen 
was Aune Siſter to the King of 
Denmark :+ And he had three Chil- 
dren by her, . Henry now nine Years 
old, Eliaabeth and Charles, The 
two-former came up with the Queen 


| their Mother; but the laſt, being 
in a Body, and he added ſeveral 
Scotch and Engliſh to their Number, 
and ſhewed great Marks of Reſpect 


indiſpoſed, was left in Scotland ſome 
Time longer. | | 
Before the King and Queen were 
crowned,” which Solemnity was per- 
formed on July 25, 5 St. 
Jamess Day, a, Conſpiracy was 
diſcovered, -for ſettin Jeabella 
Stuart, the King's Couſin-German, 
on the Throne. The Authors were 


tbe Lords Grey, and Cobham, Sir 
Walter Raleigh, Sir Griffith Marks. 


ham, George Brody, tua Prieſts, 
vg: and . a 
| 2. . f 4 t 
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It was thought that Count Aemlerg, 
Ambaſfador from the Archduke and 
the Infanta Jabella, was the firſt 
Fenn: F. of this Plot, on purpoſe 
ruin Raleigb, whom the Spanrards 
' moſt dreaded, and that he after- 
wards gave Information of it to the 
King. Others have looked'upon it 
as a State-Frick to weaken a Party, 
who were for having the King tied 
to Articles upon lis Acceſſion; and 
that it was Cecil's Contrivance to 
ruin thoſe, who might otherwiſe 
ruin him. However, they were 
condemned to die, and Raleigh in 
aw ane upon the written Evi- 
ence of one ſingle Witneſs, the 


fronted as the Law required. Only 
the two Priefts, and Brook, were 
executed, the reft being ſent back 
to Prifon, but ſoon after releaſed, 
except Sir Walter Rateigh, who 
tontinued twelve Years in the T over. 
where he wrote his Hiffory of the 
FYorld, Thofe alſo who were re, 
leaſed, being deprived of their 
. — 2 lived in great Want and 
Miſery. ; - 


King James was often thought 
to be a Favourer of the Carholirks 
in Scotland, and therefore the Pa- 


with, Hopes, that their Religi 
would at leaſt be fully tolerated 
under him. But though he had no 
3 to the Popiſh Religion, 
e hated the Doctrine of the je- 
ſuits and Prieſts concerning the 
Power of the Pope to depoſe Kings 
their Allegiance; and he. found it 


was not in his Power to grant 3 


full Tolerution to the other Ca- An 


tholicks, how much *foover be de- 


this Occafion, than that he thought 


himſelf obliged to maintain what 


| he found ſettled in the Ki 
at his Acceflion, © | 


— 


Lord Cobbam, without being con- 


piſts in England flattered themſelves 


and abſolve their Subjects from 


Kred it. And ſo they received d Notions of the Prerogati 
other Anſwer to their Petition on tha was eenſiſtent with the Ex 


E 8 N J. ; 7 

The Puritans were even more 
diſappointed than the Papiſts. They 
thoaght that a King educated in 
their Religion, and who had pro- 
feſſed it for ſo many Years, would 
be very favourable to them. But 
though Fame: had ſworn to the Reli- 
gion of the Kirk, he all along hated 
it in his Heart; and after his comi 
into Englund, took the firſt Oppor- 
tunity to mortify the Preſbyterian. 
But to do it with the better Grace, 
when they preſented their Petition, 
not only for a Toleration, but for 
reforming- certain Things in the 
Doctrine, Diſcipline, and Worſhip 
of the Church of England, and 
which the ' Biſhops ftrenuouſly op- 

oſed, he appointed a Conference 

| the Divines of both Par- 


ties, which was held at Hampton- 


Court in January, 1604. But the ; 
9 undertook the Cauſe 1 
of the Epiſcopalians, and anſwered 4 
the el Miniſters Argu- J 
ments, ſometimes with Reaſons, and 0 
ſometimes with Authority and Me- y 
naces 3 which was ſo agreeable to 11 
the Biſhops, that may, Arch- Me 
biſhop-of Canterbury, ſaid, be verih R 
believed the King ſpoke by the Spirit 
of God. The Reſult was, that the F. 
Puritans were deemed obſtinate, an 
and threatened with the Rigour of K. 
the Laws, unleſs they conformed: ca 
And Banereft, who ſacceeded hit. the 
gin, being a Man of a violent Tem- the 
per, held ſo hard an Hand over them, hol 
that many were forced to leave their Po 
native Country, and ſeek Refuge in tha 
in Parts; and Multitudes pre- Reg 


forei 

pared to tranſport themſelves and 

amilies to the new Settlements 1 
rica. ' . 


88 Ling” Fame . muck high 


liſp Conſtitution. Hie thought the 
Power of Kings was above Controul 
and that Parliaments, and the Pev- 


ple's Priviteges, were ſo many li. 


croachment 
- 


JAM E s 1. 
he made à very long, tedious and 


eroachments upon the Sovereigns, 
or at beſt but Conceſſions made by 


8 them, which they might revoke at 


Pleaſure. He was ſtrongly poſſeſſed 
with the Notion of his hereditary 
Right, though Henry VII. from 
whom he deſcended, had, of all our 
Kings, the leaſt Pretenſion to that 
Right. In Conſequence of theſe 
high Maxims, King Fames, through 
his whole Reign, endeavoured to 
Iincroach upon the Privileges of Par- 
liament, and to fer himſelf above 
the Laws. In theſe Principles and 
Practices he was flattered and encou- 
raged by his Miniſters, and by the 
Biſhops and Clergy ; but the Con- 
ſequences were, a weak Government 
at home, and Contempt of the Na- 
tion äbroad, Diſſenſions and Diſ- 
putes between tbe King and his Par- 
. and Uneafineſs and Mur- 
muring among 'the People : All 
which, together with the conſtant 
Inclination he ſhewed to favour the 
Catholicks, and his Severity to- 
wards the Proteſtant Non-conform- 
iſts, laid the Foundation of the Mi- 
deries that followed in his Son's 


Reign, 


A Proclamation was publiſhed on 


February 22, commanding all Jeſuits 
and Popiſh Prieſts to depart the 
Kingdom : In which the King took 
care to ſhew, that he did not baniſh 
them out of any Hatred to the Ca- 
tholick Religion, but only for their 
holding the Doctrine of the Pope's 
Power over Kings; and intimated 
that, as to the reft, he would have 
Regard to the tender Conſciences 
of the moderate Carholicks. It was 
not ſo with his Proclamation, which 
came out ſome Days after, againſt 
the, Puritans:: Here was no Indul- 
| — ſhewn to tender Conſciences, 
t they were all, as obſtinate Peo- 
ple, to be compelled to Confor. 
ity, Ns 
King James's firſt Parliament met 
on the igth of March, to whom 
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intricate Speech. However, he took 
care to mention his hereditary Right 
'to the Crown, 
2 that he w oy — 
ing by his Birth. I ore 
— hs the Puritans, — 4 
ing them as a Sect nat to be ſuf- 
fered in a well-regulated State; but 
ſpoke more favourably of the Pa- 


pifts,, exprefling his Defire of tole- 


rating them, and even of meetin 

them half Way, if they would but 
lay aſide their Tenets of the Pope's 
Power to depoſe Kings, and the 
Lawfulneſs of killing them, when 
ſo depoſed; but ſo long as the Po- 
piſh Clergy maintained and taught 
theſe Doctrines, he thought they 
were not to be ſuffered in the King- 
dom. But the main Buſineſs of his 


Speech was to recommend the Uni- 


ting of the two Kingdoms of Z»g- 
land and Scotland, that as there was 
but one Head, there might be but 


one Body. This was a Point he 


had very much at Heart, and to 
ve the Way to it, he ordered 
imſelf to be proclaimed King of 
Great Britain. The Parliament ap- 


inted Commiſſioners to conſider - 


of the Affair: But the King's Par- 
tiality to his Scorch Courtiers in laad- 
ing them with Wealth and Honours; 
ſo raiſed the Jealouſy of the Exgliſb, 


that the Union he ſo earneſtly deſir- 


ed came to nothing. « bo 
The Commons, on the 6th. of 
June, preſented an Addreſs to the 
King, complaining of certain Grie- 
vances,' and repreſenting their Pri- 
vileges, which they ſuppoſed him 
not thoroughly acquainted with, 
becauſe he had interfered in their 
Debates about the controverted 
Elections, which they claimed the 
ſole Privilege of determining. But 
this Addreſs he took ſo ill, that 
ſoon after he prorogued the Parlia- 
ment to February. In the mean 


he concluded a Peace with 
z ; 


and to let thear 


Spain, . 
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Spain, not much, as it is ſaid, to the 
Honour or Advantage of the Nation. 
The thorough Papiſts, who held 
the unlimited Power of the Pope, 
finding there was no Likelihood 
that any ee at would be grant - 
ed to them, formed a helliſh Con- 


2 againſt the King and the 
ſtates of the Realm, called the 


Gunpowder Plot. The Deſign was 
to blow up the Parliament-Houſe, 
whilſt the King was delivering his 
Speech to the Lords and Commons; 
and ſo at once to deſtroy both King 
and Parliament. The chief Con- 
ſpirators were Cateſby, Percy, Grant, 
Rookwood, Wright, Treſham, Digby, 
Robert and Thomas Winter, and Guy 
Fawhs, One of them hired a Cellar 
under the Lords Houſe, as if for his 
own private Conveniency ; and thi- 
ther they conveyed by Night thirty- 
fix' barrels of Gunpowder, covering 
them with great Quantities of Coals, 
Billets, — Faggots. The Parlia- 
ment was to have met in February, 
1605, but was farther prorogued to 
October, and, then to the Fifth of 
November. Then it was that this 
deviliſh Project was to be put in 
Execution. But a few Days before, 
it was happily diſcovered, by Means 
of a Letter, as has been commonl 
thought, which one of the Conſpi- 
rators ſent to the Lord Monteagle, 
without Name or Date, adviſing 
him not to go to the Parliament on 
that Day, for that zhey ſhould receive 
a terrible Blox, and yet not fee who 
Hurt them; which the King inter- 
preted to be a Blow with Gun- 
powder. This Letter has fince been 
thought to be an Artifice of the Earl 
of Saliſbury, for that the King had 
received Intimation of the Plot be- 
Fore, from Henry IV. of France. 
. However, a Search being ordered 
to be made under the Parliament- 
Houſe, Guy Fawks, who was to 
| ſet Fire to the Train, was firſt diſco- 
vered in a Cloak and Boots, with a 
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duke agreed to, but the States in- 


Dark-lanthorn, Tinder-box, and 
Matches in his Pocket: Then re- 
moving the Coals and Wood, they 
found the thirty-ſix Barrels of Gun- 
powder. Fawhks continued obſtinate 
for ſome Time, and expreſſed his 
Concern that the Thing had miſ- 
carried: But being ſhewn the Rack, 
he diſcovered his Accomplices; of 
whom ſeven, together with himſelf, 
were executed in January following; 
as were, not long after, Oldcorn 
and Garnet, two Viale. for con- 
cealing and abetting the Plot. Be- 
ſides thoſe who were executed, 
Cateſby and Percy were killed as 
they were endeayouring to make 
their Eſcape from a Houſe in the 
Country, which the Sheriff had in- 
veſted. The Parliament appointed 
the Fifth of November to be annu- 
ally obſerved as a Day of Thankſ- 
giving for this great Deliverance. 

In 1607, the Archduke and the 
Infanta his Spouſe ſent to propoſe 
2 Peace with the States of the United 
Provinces, who refuſed to treat, un- 
leſs they were owned for a free and 
independent State. This the Arch- 
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ſiſted on the Ratification of the 
King of Spain; which he granted, 
but in ſuch equivocal and ambigu- 
ous Expreſſions, that it was not ſa- 
tisfatory to the States. However, 
the Negotiation went on, under the 
Mediation of Henry IV. of France, 
and King James,; though the latter 
is ſaid to have made no great Figure 
in it, and to have acted not altoge- 
ther with Sincerity. At length, in 
1609, a Treaty was concluded, in 
which the United Provinces were 'ac- 
knowledged for a free and indepen- 
dent State, after a brave Struggle of 
above forty Vears in Defence of theit 
Liberties: And thus they continue 
ODDS. ĩ c 

In 1608, George Jervis a Seminary 
Prieſt of Rheims, and Thomas Garnet 
a Jeſuit, were executed at Oo 
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The ſame Year Thomas Sackwille Earl 
of Dorſet, Lord- Treaſurer, died ſud- 
denly at the Council Table; and 
Robert Cecil Earl of Saliſbury ſuc- 
ceeded him in that high Poſt. 
A new Tranſlation of the Bible, 
viz. that now in Uſe, was begun in 
1607, and publiſhed in 1611. 
Matters did not go very ſmooth 
between the King and Parliament 
in 1610. The Commons began to 
complain of ſeveral Grievances, ſuch 
as the King's Profuſeneſs in enrich- 
ing his Courtiers, eſpecially the Scots, 
his Regard to the Roman Catho- 
licks, the Multitude of Proclamati- 
ons, ſeveral concerning Matters that 
uſed to be referred to the Conſide- 
ration of Parliament, and particular- 
ly the rigorous Proceedings of the 
High Commiſſion Court againſt the 
Puritans, or thoſe whom the Court 
had a Mind to brand with that 
Character, becauſe not complaiſant 
enough to its high and arbitrary 
Pretenſions. The King ſent for both 
Houſes, and endeavoured to vindi- 
cate himſelf in a Speech; in which 
however he uſed ſuch extravagant 
Expreſſions concerning the kingly 
Power, as were more agreeable to an 
. abſolute Monarchy than the Engliſb 
Conſtitution, The Parliament, a- 
ware of his Deſigns, reſolved to 


ing it proper to carry the Matter 
any ' farther at this Time, they 
granted him a Subſidy, and .then 
| were prorogued, and not long af- 
ter diffolved by Proclamation, after 
having continued ſeven Years. No 
other Parliament was called till 
1614, and in the mean Time the 
Miniſters endeavoured to ſupply the 
King's Wants by Ways and Means 
not very agreeable to the People. 
During this Seſſion, Henry the King's 
eldeſt Son, a -moſt hopeful Prince, 
was created Prince of Wales; as 
Prince Charles had -a good while 
before been created Dyke of York, 


guard againſt them; but not think- 


ä 
Henry IV. of France, though he 
turned Papiſt for the Sake of his 
Crown, was not thought zealous 
enough of the Popiſh Cauſe; the 
Conſequence of which was, that he 
was this Year ſtabbed to Death in 
his Coach in Paris, by one Ravaillac 
a Friar, at the Inſtigation of the 
Jeſaits : The News of which alarm- 
ing King James, he by a freſh Pro- 
clamation baniſhed all Jeſuits and 
Prieſts out of the Kingdom, and for- 
bad all Recuſants, that is, ſuch as re- 
fuſed to take the new Oath of Al- 
legiance, to come within ten Miles 
of the Court. Richard Bancroft 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, the great 
Enemy of the Puritans, dying about 
this Time, George Abbot Biſhop of 
Lontlon, a Man of a much better 
Spirit, was made Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury in his Room. 

The Earl of Saliſbury, a Man of 
great Parts and Abilities, was now 
Prime Miniſter, and had been ſa 
from the Beginning of this Reign : 
Though all that while King James 
had, properly ſpeaking, no Favou- 
rite, on whom to beſtow his intimate 
Affections. But in 1641, he was 
captivated by a young Scorch Gen- 
tleman, of about 20 Years of Age, 
whoſe Name was Robert Carr. He 
was a Perſon of but ſmall Parts and 
no Learning, but airy and gay, and 
of a comely and graceful Preſence : 
Qualities that Janes was more taken 
with, than Virtue and Merit. Of 
all wiſe Men, Lord Clarendon ſays, 
he was the moſt delighted 'with 
handſome Perſons and fine Cloaths. 
The King had no ſooner fixed his 
Eyes upon this Object, but he 
knighted him, and made him a 
Gentleman of his Bedchamber, and 
took the Pains himſelf to teach him 
Latin. He not long after made 


him Treaſurer of Scotland, and the 
next Year created him Baron of 
Branſpeth, and Viſcount Rocheſter, 
making him alſo a Privy-Counſellor 
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and 
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and Knight of the Garter. And 
now nothing was done at Court 
without the Viſcount Rocheſter, aſ- 
ſiſted by the Copnſels of Sir Thomas 
Qwuerbury, his Friend, who gave him 
ſueh good Advice, that he behaved 


radently —_ at firſt, in his high 
| Pot The K 


. ng, -who was very 
fuſe to all his Courtiers, was to 
be fore much more ſo to his new 
Favourite Rocbefer, which ſat not 
very eaſy upon the Earl of Saliſbury, 
who was obliged to find the King 
Money. Of this there goes a Story, 
that the King having ordered Ro- 
. ebefter 23 (ſome ſay a much 
larger Sum) out of the Exchequer, 
the Earl of Saliſbury uſed this Stra- 
em to open the King's Eyes. 
He ordered he Money A be ary 
out in Silver, and laid in Heaps 
upon Tables in a Room through 
which his Majeſty was to paſs; who, 
being ſurprized at the Sight of ſuch 
prodigious Heaps, aſked him, Whom 
all that Money was for? Sali 


told him, it was for the Lord Ro- 


chefter, according to his Order. 
The King faid it was too much for 


one Man, and bid Salifeury give 


bim leſs than half the Sum. The 
Earl of Saliſbury died the next Year, 
1613, and was ſucceeded in his Of- 
fice of High Treaſurer, by the Earl 
of Suffolk. | 
The latter End of the Year, 
2512, Frederick V. Elector Palatine, 
came into England to marry the 
ones Elizabeth, the King's only 
ughter : But the Joy on this Oc- 
caſion received a ſudden Damp by 
the Death of the Prince of Wales, 
the Hope of the Nation, on the 6th 
of November, in the nineteenth Year 
of his Age. Hiſtorians give Prince 
- Henry an extraordinary Character. 
They aſcribe to him every Virtue 
and excellent Endowment, and don't 
ſo much as tax him with one Vice. 
It is faid the King his Father was 
jealous of his Popularity): That 
52 5 Lt 
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the Prince was no Friend to the Earl 


of Rochefter, is certain: And all to. 
gether occaſioned a Report that he 
was peiſoned. However, of this there 


was never any Proof; though the 
Queen could never endure Rochefer 
afterward. ' The Marriage of the 
Princeſs with the EleQorPalentine was 
t of for ſome Time, on Account of 
rince Henry's Death, but was at laſt 
ſolemnized on February 14, 1613; on 
whichOccafion there was acontinued 
Courſeof Entertainments, Balls, Maſ. 
uerades and other Diverſions at 
ourt, till April, when the illuſtri. 
ous Pair ſet out together for Ger- 


many. - * 
About this Time, a horrid Scene 
of Iniquity was tranſacting, which 


proved at laſt the Ruin of the Fa- 


vourite, 'This was the Murder of 
Sir Thomas Owerbary in the Tower. 
The Occaſion of that unhappy Gen- 
tleman's Fate was, in brief, as fol- 
lows. Robert Devereux Earl of Eher 
had been married to Frances Howard, 
Daughter to the Earl of Szfßolt: But 
as they were both very young, it was 
thought proper the Earl ſhould travel 
before they came together. He re 
turned after four Years Abſence in 
order to conſummate his Marriage, 
and found his Counteſs grown the 
top Beauty of the Court, but at the 
ſame Time very vain and conceited 
of her own Merit. He ſoon perceived 


ſhe had taken an Averſion to him, 


and though at her Father's Command 
ſhe went home to her Huſband, yet 
ſhe uſed all the Arts that a wicked 
Woman could think of, even to the 
conſulting of pretended Sorcerers, 
and uſing certain Drugs to debilitate 
him, in order to avoid conſumme- 
ting the Marriage. The true Cauſ 
of this was her having fallen in Lowe 
with the Viſcount Nacheſter, who wi 
—_ enamoured with her. And 
when. they came to know one 7 
nother's Paſſion, they took Meaſure 
in order to get her Marriage 1 
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erers, 
litate 
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Cauſe 
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done accordingly, upon her accuſin 

him of Imbecility ; and then Roche 

ter himſelf married her, . been 
omer- 


a little before created Earl of 
ſt ; on which Occaſion there were 


as preat Rejoicings at Court, as if 
one of the King's own Children had 
been married : But before this was 
done, the Lover communicated - his 
Defign to his faithful Friend Over- 
bury, who diſſuaded him from it, as 
highly diſhonourable. The Coun- 
teſs being informed of this Advice, 
conceived a mortal Hatred againſt 


Overbury, and failed not to- ſtir up 


her Lover to Revenge. He was ſoon 
prevailed on to facriſice his Friend to 
the Reſentment of his Miſtreſs; and 
from that Time they ceaſed not to 
contrive his Death. "The Favourite 
artfully prevailed on the King to 
ſend Owerbury to the Toqwer for ſome 
pretended Offence ; and here all 
the moſt diabolical Methods were 
uſed to get him diſpatched byPoiſon; 


which, after ſeveral Attempts, and 


his languiſhing under them for ſome 
Months, was at laſt effected by an 
impoiſoned Gliſter, a little after 
the Solemnization of the Marriage. 
But this ſhocking Tragedy was not 
diſcovered till ſome Time after, it 
being at preſent 
died of the Pox. : | 

There having been no Parliament 
theſe four Years, as the King was 
very deſirous to govern without one, 
he and his Miniſters were continually 
inventing new Ways to raiſe Mo- 
ney, as by Monopolies, Benevolences, 
Loans, and other illegal Methods; 
which occaſioned great ä and 
Complaints. Among other Expe- 
dients, he ſold the Titles of Baron, 
Viſcount and Earl at a certain Price; 


made a Number of Knights of Nova 


Scctia, each of which paid him ſuch 
2 dum; and inſtituted a new Order 
of Knights Baronets, a Sort of mid- 
Ue Nobility, between Barons and 
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Earl of Ex annulled 3 which was 


given out that he 


Affection to his old Favourite. 


Knights Batchelors, which was to 
be hereditary; for which Honour 
each Perſon paid 1095 Pounds But 
all Methods coming ſhort of the 
Sums the King wanted, a Parliament 
was refolved on much againſt his In- 
chnation, which met on April 16, 
1614. The Commons, inftead of 
granting Money firſt, as was expect- 
ed, fell preſently upon Grievances, 
ſuch as the ill Uſes made of the Re- 
venue, the Increaſe of Papiſts by the 
Encouragement of the Court, bo Ar 
polies, and ing Money without 
Conſent of Parliament; upon which. 


Grievances, they reſolved to preſent 


an Addreſs: But the King not re- 
liſhing ſuch Proceedings, diffolved 
the Parliament the 7th of Jane, 
without one Statute being enacted ; 
and committed ſeveral Members to 
Prifon, who had been the moſt free 
in their Speeches. And now, to 
ſupply the King with Money, it was 
reſolved not only to demand but to 
extort a Benevolence from the Peo- 
le; which was accordingly put in 
ractice, but met with great Oppo- 
fitzon. 92 
The Earl of Somer/et was ſtill the 
Favourite, and governed all at Court: 
But in the Year 1615, his Fall was 
almoſt as ſudden as had been his 
Riſe. The firſt Step towards it was 
the Queen's becoming his Enemy, 


and 18 forming a Party a- 


inſt him. The next was the 
ting's being taken with a new Ob- 
jet, George Villiers, a handſome, 
perſonable, well-dreſſed young Gen. 
tleman ; which of Courſe cooled his 
And 
what compleated his Ruin, was 
the Difcovery of Sir Thomas Over- 
bury's Murder. As ſoon as the 
King heard of this tragical Scene, 
he ſoleinnly conjured the Chief Juf- 
tice Coke to fearch the Affair te 
the Bottom without Reſpect of Per- 
fon. Preſently Sir Jerbaſe Elways, 
Lieutenant of the Tower, the Apo- 
. thecary 


thecary who adminiſtered the poi- 
ſoned Gliſter, and others who were 
E to or had a Hand in this 


orrid Crime, were apprehended, 
and towards the End of the Year 


Somer/et and his Cqunteſs were ar- 
Teſted at the ſame Time with the 
Others, the former at Royfon, where 
the King then was on his Progreſs, 


when Somer/et complained of this 
Indignity, his Majeſty ſaid, , Nay, 
Man, there's 20 Remedy; for if Coke 
ſends for me, I muſt go tao. The 
Earl and Counteſs were not tried 
till May, 1616, when they were both 
condemned to die, but were re- 
prieved from Time to Time till 
1621, when they had Leave to re- 
tire and live at-a Country Seat ; and 
at length, in 1624, they were par- 
doned, notwithſtanding the King's 
ſolemn Imprecations againſt him- 
ſelf and his Poſterity, if he pardoned 
any that were found guilty. It is 
remarked, that the Love which had 
_ cauſed theſe two Perſons to commit 
ſuch deteſtable Crimes, turned at laft 
to Hatred, ſo that they lived many 
Years in the ſame Houſe as perfect 
Strangers to each other. 

By the Diſgrace of Somerſet. Vil- 
Jiers became ſole Favourite, and en- 
groſſed the King's Affection as much 
as the former had done. And as he 
held it longer, he aroſe to a much 
higher Degree of Power, which he 
uſed well but for a fhort Time, 
whilſt he followed the Advice of 
wiſe and grave Men ; and afterwards 
diſcovered extreme Vanity, Avarice, 
Ambition, and Ingratitude to his 
Friends,. who were the firſt Means 
of his Riſe, in order to ruin Somer/er. 
The King ſoon created him Lord 
i baden, Viſcount Villiers, and Earl 
of Buckingham. From this Time 
he ruled with an abſolute Sway, and 
diſpoſed of all Places and Prefer- 
ments both in Church and State, be- 


were tried, condemned and executed. 


by his own Order to Coke ; and 
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ſtowing nothing, as ſome ſay, with. 
out Money or an annual Penſion. 
He took care to raiſe and enrich his 
Relations, who now flocked to Court, 
His elder Brother was made Vi. 
count Purbeck, and his younger Earl 
of 4ngle/ea : His Mother, t ough a 
Papift, was created Counteſs of 
Buckingham ; and ſhe governed her 
Son, as he governed the King, the 
Papiſts met with great Encourage- 
ment, and began to ſwarm in the 
Kingdom. He was ſoon after made 
Marqueſs of - Buckingham, and Lord 


High-Admiral, though he had never 


been at Sea but between Dower and 
Calais. The King having the moſt 
extravagant Notions of his Prero- 


gative, and being wholly influenced 


by this vain, unexperienced and pre 
ſumptuous young Man, it is no 
Wonder that the reſt of this Reipn, 
as the former Part of it had too much 
been, was one continued Series of 
Miſgovernment, bad Politicks, and 
arbitrary Meaſures. By this Means, 
two Parties were formed in the Na- 


tion, one for the Court, and the o- 


ther for the People, which produced 


terrible Effects in the following 


Reign. ; 
Prince Charles, now the King's 
only Son, was created Prince of 
Wales in 1616. The King was de- 
ſirous of marrying him, but thought 
it beneath him to match him to any 
but the Daughter of a King. This 
led him eafily into a Negotiation for 
a Marriage between the Prince and 
the Infanta Maria, Daughter of 
Philip III. King of Spain, an avowed 
Enemy to the Proteſtant Religion. 
This Negotiation, by the Artifices 
of Spain, was drawn out for ſeveral 
Years; during all which Time, 
King James's extreme Deſire of the 
Match, made him a Dupe to that 
Court, and Gondemar, the Span} 


. Ambaſſador in England, ruled hin 


juſt as he T wa and influenced 


all his Meaſures, both at home and 
abroad, 
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| 1 to the Detriment of the 


proteſtant Cauſe, and Contempt of 
him and his Government. 1 

Though the Favourite and Miniſ- 
ters rolled in Riches, the King was 
always in Want, becauſe he was 
ever giving them more than he 
could afford. The States of the 
United Provinces being apprized of 
this, made their Advantage of the 
King's Neceſſities, by artfully ma- 
naging it ſo, that he delivered up 
to them the Cautionary. Towns, 
Brill, Rammekins, and Fluſhing, 


which were put into Queen Z/iza- 


b:th's Hands as a Security for the 
Repayment of the Expences ſhe 
ſhould be at, for 2,728, ooo Florins, in 
lieu of a Debt of 8,000,000. which 
they were obliged to pay the ſaid 
Queen, or her Succeſſors, beſides 
eighteen Years Intereſt for the ſame. 
The Earl of Suffolk was ſoon after 
not only removed from being Trea- 
ſurer, but fined 30,000). for Miſma- 
nagement in his Office, and apply- 
ing the, publick Money to his own 
Ute. Buckingham was glad to ruin 
him, as he was Father- in- Law to the 


| Earl of Somer ſet. 


King James hated the Puritans, 
becauſe he thought their Notions of 
Church Government made them 
Enemies to Monarchy in the State. 


This made him endeavour to re- 


duce the Church of Scet/and, which 
was Preſoyterian, to a Conformity 
with the Church of Exgland. With 
this View, in 1617, he took a 


Journey, into Scotland, under Pre- 


tence of viſiting his native Country. 


When he was there, he required the 


Scots to admit of certain Articles, 
which were. deſigned to pave the 


Way to their further Conformity, 


and make them at laſt wholly Zp:- 
ſcopal, He met with great Op- 
poſition from the Mini/ters, as well 
as the People; and though they were 
lo intimidated by his Preſence and 

hreats as to give way a little, 
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yet this Affair laid the Foundation 
of that ill Blood which afterwards 

roduced fatal Conſequences. In 
bis Return from Scotland, in Op- 
poſition to the Puritannical Scruple 
upon that Head, he publiſhed what 
is called the Book of Sports, allow- 
ing Dancing,, Playing, Church-Ales, 
and other Recreations, on a Sunday 
after Divine Service. This gave 
Offence to others beſides Puritans, 
eſpecially+as it was enjoined to be 
read in all Churches, and thoſe who 
refuſed it were puniſhed by the 
High Commiſſion. Archbiſhop Abbot, 
being then at Croydon, expreſsly for- 
bad 1t to be read there; which Diſo- 
bedience, however, the King thought 
fit to connive at. 

Sir Walter Raleigh, after a twelve 
Years Impriſonment in the Tover, 
had his Liberty granted him, but 
without a Pardon. His Eftate be- 


ing all forfeited and given to the, 


Earl of Somer/et, he was at a great 
Loſs what to do; which put him 
upon a Project, -after he had been 
two Years releaſed, of ſeeking his 
Fortune in diſtant Countries. And 


ſo having found Means to acquaint 


his Majeſty, that he knew of a 
rich Gold-Mine in Guiana in Ame- 
rica, he obtained a Commiſſion to 
go in Queſt of it. The King, no 
doubt, was tempted with the Hopes 
of great Gain from this Project. 
And ſo Raleigh having engaged 


ſeveral in the Deſign, and bs 


ing ſupplied with Money, ſet 
Sail with twelve Ships in Auguff 
1617. But this Expedition prov- 
ing unſucceſsful, the Sailors, vex- 
ed at their Diſappointment, com- 


pelled him to return to England, 


where he was immediately arreſt- 


ed by the King's Order and ſent 


to the Tower. As Guiana belonged 
to the Spaniards, Gendemar ceaſed 
not to ſtir up the King againſt 
Raleigh, and demanded that he 
ſhould be puniſhed, otherwiſe the 

Treaty 
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Treaty for the Marriage of his Son 
with the Infanta would be broke off. 
This induced the King to ſacriſice 
Raleigh to the Spaniards tment; 
and ſo that brave Man, who had de- 


ſerved well of his Country, was be- 


Headed in Octobar, 1618, in the 77th 
Vear of his Age, by Virtue of the 
Sentence paſſed upon him fifteen 
Years before, notwithſtanding his 
pleading that the King's Commiſſion 
was equivalent to a Pardon. What 
Opinion Prirce Henry had of him, 
appears by his ſaying, That no King 
but has Father would keep ſuch @ Bird 
in a Cage, meaning the Tower. The 
next Year, 1619, Queen Anne, the 
King's Conſort, died of a Dropfy, 
in the forty-ſixth Year of her Age. 
She kept her Court at Somerſer- Houſe, 
which during her Life-Time only 
Was called Denmark-Houje. 7, 
An Affair happened abroad, about 
this Time, in which King Janes 
could not avoid being concerned; 


but he took ſuch Meaſures in relati- 


on to it, as loſt him more and more 


the Affection and Eſteem of his Peo-— 


ple, and brought him into great Con- 
tempt among Foreigners. The Rights 


and Privileges of the Proteſtants in 
Germany and Bohemia had for ſome 


Time incroached upon by the 
Emperor Mathias, who by indirect 
Practices had cauſed his Couſin Fer- 
dinand of Auſtria to be crowned King 
of Bohemia. Upon Matthiar's Death, 
Ferdinand was elected Emperor: But 
the States of -Bohtmia, who were 
moſtly Proteſtants, refuſed to own 
Him as their Sovereign, and on the 
gth of September, 1619, choſe Frede- 
rick EleQor Palatine, Son · in- Law to 


King Fames, for their King, who 


was crowned-on the 4th of Nowember 
following. A War of Neceſſity en- 
ſued, in which Frederick, againſt 
whom the Imperial Ban was pub- 
liſhed, had his Allies as well as Fer- 
Hinand ; but King James, who diſ- 
approved of the Patatinate's accept - 


F 


- Bohemia ; whereas, if he had add 


_ Ambaſſador, which had no Manner 


in recoveri 


his Infatuation, who by his artful 


ing the Crown ' of Bohemia, flood 
neuter, in vain endeavouring to ac. 
commodate Matters by Negotiati. 


ons, till in the Battle of Prog, 


Nowember 7, 1620, Frederick was to. 


tally routed by the Imperial and Ba. 


uarias Troops, and forced to fly with 
his Queen and Children into Hand 
leaving his Baggage and Money he. 
hind him. The next Year the Upyer 
Palatinate was conquered by the 
Duke of Bavaria, and the Lizwy 
by the Spaniards. Thus by King 
James's Indolence, his Son-in-Lay 
was ſtript of his Crown, and depriy. 
ed of his hereditary Dominions, and 
the Proteſtant : Religion ruined in 


with Vigour, all might have been 
preſerved, But he contented him. 
ſelf with ſending Ambaſiador after 


of Effect; and was no more active 
the Palatinate, thanin 
preſerving it from being loſt. The 
Cauſe of all this Infatuation was the 
—_ Match, which furniſhed the 

ing of Spain with Means of amu- 
ſing him, and keeping him in a 
peaceable Diſpoſition, whilſt he got 
All poſſible Advantages for the Houſe 
of Aiftria, of which be was a Branch, 
and for the:Catholick Religion. Gor 
Hdemar was the prime 2 in 


* 


Addreſs had got ſuch an Aſcendant 
over his Majeſty, that he made bin 
believe what he pleaſed, and by bs 
Bribes and Penſions had attached to 
his Intereſt the Favourite, and all 
who had the King's Ear; whilſt the 
Diſpenſation, that was to be obtained 
of the Pope for the Marriage, fur 
niſhed the Span; Court with Pre- 
tences for ſpinning out the Negotis- 
tion as long as they pleaſed, for tit 
Sake of which King James was quite 
inſenſible to the Voice of his People, 
the Condition of his Children, and 
the State of the Proteſtant Religion, 
both at home and abroad. * 
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indeed with much Difficulty prevail- 
ed .on to ſuffer a Regiment of 2400 


Men to be raiſed for the Defence of 


the Palatinate,. chiefly at the Char 
of ſome Lords ; and this was all hi 
| did. The beſt Thing that can be 
faid in his Excuſe is, that he had a 
natural Averfion to War. 
The Murmurs of the People, a- 
bout the Palatinate, oecaſioned the 
Calling of a Parliament, which met 
Fanuary 30, 1621. The King, in 
order to get Money, made as if he 
would have Recourfe to Arms, if 
other Methods failed; and the Com- 
mons, that they might got ſeem to 
be wanting in their Zeal for what 
they ſo much deſired, granted him 
two Subſidies. But afterwards, when 
they ſaw no Preparations making 
for the War, and yet more Money 
was demanded, inſtead of readily 
granting it, they drew up a Remon- 
ſrance about the Increaſe of Popery 
at home; the State of the Proteſtant 
Religion abroad by the Negle& of 
vigorouſly interpoſing in the Defence 
of the Palatinate, and againſt the 
Spaniſo Match. But'the King wrote 
to the Speaker to forbid the preſent- 
ing it, and to ſignify his Pleaſure to 
the Houſe, that none of them pre- 
fume to meddle with any Thing con- 
cerning his Government, or deep 
Matters of State. Upon this the 
Commons drew up a Perition, and 
preſented it with the Remon/trance. 
The former he received, but rejected 
the latter, and ſent them a long and 
angry Anſwer to their Petition, 
charging them with uſurping, on his 
Prerogative Royal, and meddling 
with Things far above their Reach; 
and in the End objects to their call- 
ing their Privileges their antient and 
undoubted Right and Inheritance, 
and wiſhes they had rather acknow- 
ledged them, as derived from the 
Grace and Permiſfion of his Anceſ- 
tors and himfelf. This the Com- 
mons would by no Means admit, and 


\ 
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therefore knowing the Parliament 
was going to be diffolved or pro- 
rogued, drew up a Proteſfation con- 
cerning their Privileges, maintain- 
ing them to be their undoubted 
Birth-Right, The King hereupon 
ſent for the Clerk of the Houſe of 
Commons, and commanded him to 
pay the Journal Book; which he 
ving done accordingly, the Kin 
with his own Hand, in full Counci 
took the ſaid Proteftation out of the 
Joarnal, declaring it to be invalid, 
null, void, and of no Effect. Soon 
after, he diſſolved the Parliament by 
Proclamation, and committed to 


Priſon ſeveral of the Members, as 


Sir Edward Coke, Sir Robert Phalipn, 
Mr. Se/den, Mr. Pym, Mr. Mallery, 
who appeared the moſt zealous in 
maintaining their Privileges. This 
open Oppefition between the King 
and Parliament, produced the two 
Parties before mentioned, who in. 
after Times came to be diſtinguiſhed 
by the Names of Tories and Whigs. 
The State Puritans now joined with 
2 Church Puritans, with w_ 
they agreed only” in oppoſing the 
— of the . _ bach to- 
gether formed a powerful Party; 
whilſt the Arminians and Papiſts, and 
moſt of the Clergy, ſided with the 
Royaliſts. The Arminians were be- 
fore hated by the Court, King James 
being a great Calviniſt, and having 
vigorouſly oppoſed the Arminians in 


Holland; but upon their taking Ad- 


vantage of the Diviſions in the Na- 
tion to join with the Court, were 


mightily careſſed: And by this 


Means Mr. William Land, an Armi- 
an, came to be made Biſhop of 
St. Dawid's, by Buckingham's In- 
tereſt ; though it was with Difficulty 
that the King was prevailed on to 
agree to it, as he thought him to be 
a Man of a haughty and turbulent 


irit. | 
During the Seſſion of Parliament, 
Sit Francis Bacen, the Lord Chan- 


cellor, 
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cellor, who had been created Lord 
Ferulam and Viſcount St. Alban c, 
was, for Bribery and Corruption in 
his Office, or for connivin 
in his Servants, adjudged by the 
Lords 'not only unworthy of the 
Chancellorſhip, but of a Place in 
the Houſe of Peers, and his whole 
Eſtate forfeited. He was a great 
Genius, and a very learned Man, 
as appears by bis Writings, but a 
ſervile Court Flatterer, haughty in 
Proſperity, and cringing when For- 
tune frowned. Dr. Williams was 
made Lord Keeper in his Room, 
and ſoon after Biſhop of Lincoln. 

King James, ever intent on the 
-Spaniſþ Match, in 1622 ſent Sir 
John Digby, whom he made Earl 
of Briſtol, into Spain, to conclude 
the Marriage-Treaty. At the ſame 
Time he ſent Gage to Rome to for- 
ward the Diſpenſation ; and to let 
the Pope ſee that he was not un- 
worthy of it, he at once releaſed 
-all the Popiſh Recuſants then in 
Priſon. He even made a Merit with 
the King of Spain of his Inaction 
in the Affair of the Palatinate, and 
Was ſtill willing to hope that the 
Reſtitution of it would follow the 


, Concluſion of the Marriage; how- 


ever, he reſolved at all Adventures 
to accompliſh that favourite Project. 
Philip III. had all along made uſe 
of this tedious Negotiation only to 
amuſe King James, and his Son Phi- 
lip IV. continued it with no other 
View, till all on a Sudden, about 
the End of the Year 1622, he grew 
ſerious in the Affair, and was re- 
ſolved to conclude it for the Bene- 
fit of the Catholick Religion, King 
James ſhewing himſelf ready to do 
whatever the Pope or King of Spain 
demanded in favour of it, even to 
the granting a full Toleration to the 
- Papiits for the future. And now all 
Parties being agreed, the Marqueſs 
of Buckingham's Project ſpoiled all 
again. He ſuddenly, for what Rea- 


at it 


of Bavaria with the Electoral Dig 
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ſon is unknown, took it into his 
Head to carry the Prince into $Spajy 
to fetch home his Miſtreſs, The 


King was very much againſt this 


raſh Step, but the Prince's Impor. 
tunity, and Buckingham's 'Impety. 
olity, extorted his Conſent. He be. 
ing arrived in Spain with the Prince, 
took the whole Buſineſs upon hin. 
ſelf, and left the Earl of Br:/20 lit. 
tle Share in it. Things ſeemed to 
go ſmoothly at firſt, and the King 
was ſo Jad of the Affair being cen- 
eluded between him and Spain, that 
he ſent the Marqueſs a Patent, creat. 
ing him Duke of Buckingham. The 
Prince being now in Spain, the Pope 
took Advantage of that Circum. 


ſtance, to add new Conditions to 


the Diſpenſation in Favour of the 
Catholicks; and the King agreed 
to every Thing. But Gregery XV, 
dying, a new Dif enſation muſt be 
had from the new Pope Urban VII. 
who delayed it, in Hopes the Prince 
would turn Cathelick, which the 
Court of Spain was labouring by all 
their Arts to bring about. 'The 
Diſpenſation, however, was to come 
by ſuch a Day ; but in the mean 
Time Butkingham, from what Mo- 
tive is uncertain, doubtleſs on ſome 
ſelfiſh View, for he was far from 
being an Enemy to the Papifts, pre- 
vailed upon the Prince to break <> 
the Match and return home ; where 


they even compelled the King o 


agree to their Meaſures ; who from 
this Time ruled no more, but was 
wholly under the Direction of tix 
Prince and Buckingham, who kept 
him in a State of ſervile Subjection, 
and made him do and ſay juſt what 
they pleaſed. Buckingham was nov 
certainly out of Favour, but the King 
was ſo timorous, from an Appreber- 
fion of his Union with the Prince, 
that he durſt not diſcard him. Whilt 
theſe Things were tranſacting, it 
1623, the Emperor inveſted the Dube 


Nit), 
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ity, and the Upper Palatinate. Such 
— the Effekts of King Tames's 


Negotiations for His Son- in-Law, 
who was thus deprived both of his 


Dominions and Dignities. 

As a War with Jain muſt be the 
Conſequence of breaking off the 
Mateh, and as Money muſt be had 


for that Purpoſe, the Prince and 


Duke perſuaded the King to call a 


Parliament; And as the Match was 


diſagreeable to every true Engli/h- 
nan, the Duke did not doubt but he 
ſhould be applauded for being the 
Means of breaking it off, eſpecially 
as the King of Spain's Unwilling- 
neſs to have the Palatinate reſtored 
was made the Pretence. Now Buck- 
ingham affected the Patriot, ſtrove 
to be popular, and even careſſed 
both the Church and State Puritans. 
The Parliament met on February 19, 
1624, and the King made a Speech 
juſt as the Prince and Duke would 
have him, contrary to his own Max- 
ims and Principles. They unani- 
mouſly adviſed him to break off the 
Match, though the Buſineſs had 
been done before, and gave largely 
for the War, 


The Commons ſoon after pes 
| 


ed a Petition for baniſhing all Jeſuits 


and Seminary Prieſts, and that the 


King would. order it ſo, that no fu- 
ture Marriage-Treaty might have 
any Influence for ſuſpending or re- 


laxing the Laws againſt Popiſh Re- 


cuſants. The King returned a fa- 
vourable Anſwer, and there was 
ſeemingly a great Harmony between 


him and his Parliament. Yet about 


the ſame Time, a Treaty of Marri- 
age was ſet on foot. between the 
Prince and Henrierta-Maria of France, 
Daughter to Henry IV. and Siſter 
to Lewis XIII. in which, much the 
ſame Advantages were ſtipulated for 
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Catholicks in England, as by the Spa- 


niſh Treaty. The Articles were 
ſigned on Nowember 10, 1624. But 


the King died at Theobald's before 


the Marriage was conſummated, 
March 27, 1625, in the 59th Year 
of his Age, after a Reign of two- 


and - twenty Years in England, Buck- 


ingham was ſuſpected of having haſ- 
tened his Death by foul Play. 

King James is repreſented by ſome 
as a very learned Prince; others re- 
N as a mere Pedant. Some 
call him the Solomon of the Age for 
his Wiſdom ; others reckon him of 


a very mean Capacity. It is certain, 


that the Court of Eagland in his 
Time was the moſt impolitick then 
in Europe; very different from what 
it had been in Queen Elizabeth's 
Reign. The Nation bore but a 
very contemptible Figure abroad, 
which was imputed to the Weakneſs 
of the King. He had a high No- 
tion of his own Maxims of Govern- 
ment, though they brought great In- 
conveniencies upon him. He valued 
himſelf upon his 23 Reign; 
but the Peace in his Time was the 
Effect of his Fear, Indolence, and 
exceſſive Love of Eaſe. His Diſſi- 
mulation was too groſs and obvious, 
and not the Effect of reſined Policy. 
And of his Religion it may be ſaid, 
that he was neither a ſound Pro- 
teſtant, nor a good Catholick. : 

A new Officer, called Mafter of 
the Ceremonies, was inſtituted in the 
Beginning of his Reign, for the 
more ſolemn Reception of Ambaſ- 
ſadors. It was alſo in his Reign, 
that Mr. Hugh Middleton projected 
the Cutting of a Channel from Her#- 
fordſpire to the Parts near London, 
for conveying Water into the City, 
by Means of Pipes; which is called 
the New-River, 
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HE bad Policy of King 
Fames appeared i 


[ in nothin 

II more than in his falling out 
with his Parliaments. This was pran- 
cipally owing to his extravagant No- 
tions of the Regal Power, which he 
carried higher than moſt of his Pre- 
deceſſors, and ſo far as was incon- 
ſiſtent with a limited Monarchy,ſuch 
as is the wiſe and happy Conſtitution 
of England. This brought many 
and great Inconveniencies upon him; 
and happy had it been, if his onl 

ſurviving Son and Succeſſor, Charles J. 
who was now in the 25th Year of his 


Age, had taken ——— by the 
imprudent Management of his Fa- 


ther; for then he 
voided the Rock, on which he un- 
happily fplit. But being brought 
up in the fame high Notions of 
Prerogative, he trod in the ſame 
Steps, nay, took larger Strides to- 
wards arbitrary Power, than even 
his Fatherhad done. By this Means 
the Party which fided with the Peo- 
ple againſt the Court grew every 
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Day more formidable, Men's Paſ- 
ſions on both Sides were heated, 
mutual Diſtruſt and Jealouſy took 
place ; and Religion alſo mixing in 
the Quarrel, the Patrons of Civil 
Liberty made their Advantage of it, 
till Enthuſiaſm, which gathered 
Strength from the arbitrary Pro- 
ceedings of the Court, and the Se- 
verity of the Hierarchy, grew ram- 
pant in its Turn, and overturned 
not only the Hierarchy, but the 
Monarchy too. 

The Duke of Buckingham, who 


had been King James's Favourite, Arn 
was in a yet higher Degree the Fi Sup 
vourite of his Son King Charl:, and 
who of Courſe continued the ſame Con 
C6uncil, the ſame Minifters and Ot- ſidie 
ficers at Court and in the Country. Hon 
who were all 3 Crea · Reci 
tures. The Duke had indeed art- Dan 

pery 


giving a falſe Account of his Con- 
ut, with regard to the Span 
Affair. But when that Affair was 


more 
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more matürely conſidered, and his 


artful Miſrepreſentations diſcovered, 
and that he had drawn the Nation 
into an ill-timed War for his own 
private Views, he became, more than 
ever, odious to the People, and to 
the barliaments that met in the Be- 
ginning of this Reign, who im- 
peached him of high Crimes and 
Miſdemeanors, and uſed all their 
Efforts to remove him from the 
3 preſence and Councils; whilſt 
the King remained reſolutely bent 
to ſtand by him, and quarrelled 
with every one of theſe Pafliaments, 
rather than part with his Favou- 


rite: Which was the chief Cauſe. 


of the Animoſity between him and 


his People in the Beginning of his 


Reign. 
The King's Marriage with Heu- 


rietta- Maria of France was ſolem- 


nized by Proxy at Paris, on the 11th 
of May, 1625, about fix Weeks 
after the late King's Death; and 
about the Middle of 
Queen arrived in England. This 
Marriage proved very unhappy to 
the Nation, gave great Encourage- 
ment to the Papiſts, and was one 
main Source of the Misfortunes of 
this Reign. | xd — 
The firſt Parliament met on the 
13th of June, and the King in his 
Speech exhorted them to proceed in 
what the laſt Parliament adviſed his 
Father to, namely, the endeavouring 
to recover the Palatinate by Force of 
Arms; for which he demanded. a 
Supply. After ſome Complaints 
and Debates about Grievances, the 
Commons gave the King two Sub- 
fidies ; but at the ſame Time, both 
Houfes joined in a Petition againſt 
Recuſants, ſetting forth the great 
Dangers from the Increaſe of Po- 
pery, the Cauſes' of this Increaſe, 
and the Remedies for preventin 
this Evil for the future; to whick 


the King at firſt gave a general, and 


June, the new 


afterwards a particular Anſwer, very 
much to the Satisfaction of the Par- 
liament, if his Actions had been a- 

reeable to it. On the 11th of July 
the Parliament was adjourned, by 
the King's Order, to the iſt of Au- 


guſt, when they met at 5 2 by 


reaſon of the Plague, which raged 
now in London, as it had done in 
the firſt Year of King James. In 
the Interval of this Adjournment, 
an Affair happened which heighten- 
ed the Diſcontent of the Commons, 
ahd of the People in general. King 


James having promiſed to lend ſome 
Ships to the French King, which, 


it was pretended at leaſt, were to 
ſerve againſt the Genoe/e, or ſome of 
the Allies of Spain, Admiral Pen- 
nington was now ſent to Dieppe with 
the Yaniguard Man of War and ſeven 
ſtout Merchant Ships. It ſoon ap- 
peared that the French King deſign- 


ed to make uſe of them againſt his _ 


Proteſtant Subjects in Rochel; upon 
which the Crews deſerted to a dy ns 
rather than fight againſt their fellow 
Proteſtants ; and yet Pennington was 
ordered by the Court to put theſe 
Ships into the Hands of the French, 
to be employed as they thought fit. 
This occaſioned a Diſtruſt of the 
King, a Jealouſy of the Queen, and 
a general Odium againſt the Duke 
of Buckingham. Before the Parlia- 
ment had fat a Fortnight at Oxford, 
the King perceiving that the Com- 
mons would grant no farther Supply, 
which he earneſtly preſſed, till Grie- 
vances were redreſſed, and that they 
were beginning to fall on the Con- 
duct of the Duke of Buckingham, in 
a haſty Manner diſſolved them by 
Commiſſion on the 12th of Auguſt e 
But wanting Money for the Expedi- 
tion againſt Spain, he raiſed it by a 
forced Loan from his Subjects, by 
Letters under his Privy Seal, whic 
increaſed the popular Difcontents. 
The Fleet ſailed in O&ober, but re- 
| 6 | turned 
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turned without doing any Thing, 


which proved a new Subject of 
Complaint. The Duke of Bucking- 
ham did not fail ſhewing his Re- 
ſentment againſt ſome that had ex- 
refſed their Diflike of him in the 

ſt Parliament. And Biſhop Willi- 
ams was ſequeſtered from the Coun- 
cil-T able, the Great- Seal, and the 
King's Preſence, for having joined 
with his Oppoſers. About the End 
of October, the Seal was given to 
Sir T homas Coventry. 

The King was crowned on Febru- 
ary 2, 1626; before which, as he 
was ſtill in want of Money for car- 
rying on the War, he had reſolved 
to call a new Parliament, Care be- 
ing taken to have the Leading- 
Members againſt the Court in the 
laſt Parliament made Sheriffs, that 
they might not be choſen for this. 
The new Parliament met on Febru- 
ary 6, and was opened by a Speech 
from the Lord-Keeper Coventry. 
This Parliament was no more favou- 
rable to the King's Deſigns than the 
former. Nay, they made greater 
Complaints againſt the publick 
Grievances, of ,evil Counſellors a- 
bout the King, the Encouragement 
given to Papiſts, Plurality of Offices 
in one Hand, the Sale of Honours 
and Places of Judicature, the Miſ- 
carriage of the Fleet, and Miſem- 
ployment of the Publick Revenue. 
The King ſent a Meſſage to the 
Houſe to Falten the Supply, but the 
Commons thought the Redreſs of 
Grievances ſhould go before it; and 
ſo they proceeded to examine them, 
particularly thoſe relating to Reli- 
gion, and appeared very warm a- 
gainſt the great Power of the Duke 
of Buckingham. Upon which the 
King ſent them another Meſſage, 
and among other Things, ſaid, I 
muß let you know, that I awill not al- 
low. any of my Servants to be queſtion- 
ed among /? you, much leſs ſuch as are 
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of eminent Place, and near unto ne. 

his did not hinder the Commons 
from examining the Condu of the 
Duke, and reſolving to impeach him 
in Form : In order to which, a Queſ- 


tion was moved and carried, That 
common Fame was a good Ground of 


See fer the Houſe, Neverthe- 
leſs, to ſhew they were not unyil. 
ling to fupply the King's Wants, 
provided their Grievances were firſt 
redreſſed, they voted three Subſidies 
and three Fifteenths, and ſoon after, 
a fourth Subſidy. But their Deſign 
was, thatthis * ſhould not paſs 
into an AR, till they had received 
Satis faction in the Point of Griev- 
ances. Upon this, the King ſent 
for both Houſes to Wh;tehall, and 
ſeverely reprimanded the Commons, 
both by himſelf, and the Lord 
Keeper, complaining of their Ani- 
moſity againſt the , "rely of the 
Scantineſs of the Supply, and the 
Manner of granting it; and in the 
End ſaid, Remember that Parliaments 
are altogether in my Power, for their 
Calling, Sitting, and Diſſolution; 
therefore as 1 find the Fruits of them 
good or evil, they are to continue, or 
not to be. This did not intimidate 
the Commons, who, being returned 
to their Houſe, drew up a Remon- 
ſtrance, and preſented it to the King, 
to juſtify their Proceedings ; and 
then went on with their Articles of 
Accuſation againſt the Duke. 
About the fame Time an Affair 


happened in the Houſe of Lords, ' 


which gave the Court no ſmall Diſ- 
turbance. The Earl of Bri/ol, who 
ever ſince his Return from Sain 
had been under Confinement by 
Buckingham's Influence, in order to 
hinder bim from giving a true Ac- 
count of the Tranſactions in H 
relating to the Marriage, and had hi- 
therto no Writ of Summons to Par- 
liament, took the Advantage of the 


Diſpoſition the Commons were 1 


— 


to petition the Lords to intercede 
with his Majeſty, that he might 
have his Summons, according to his 
Privilege as a Peer. The King, 
hereupon, ſent him a Summons, but 
with it a Letter, ordering him not 
to make uſe of it, but forbear his 
perſonal Attendance in Parliament. 
The Earl in a ſetond Petition ac- 
quainted the Houſe of Lords with 
this his Caſe, and deſired them to 
permit him to bring his Accuſation 
dgainſt the Duke, who had not only 
wronged him in his Narrative of 
the Proceedings in relation to the 
Match, but alſo impoſed _ the 
late King, his preſent Majeſty, the 
State, and the Parliament. The 
King, who was reſolved to ſtand by 
the Puke! was ſo offended at this 
Proceeding of the Earl of Bri/el, 
that he ordered the Attorney-Gene- 
ral to exhibit to the Houſe a Charge 
of High-Treaſon againſt him; who 
defended himſelf ſo well; and gave, 
from authentick Letters and Papers, 
ſuch an Account of the whole Spa- 
niſþ Affair, directly contrary to what 
the Duke had given, as juſtified his 
Conduct in the Eye of the World, 
and ſhewed the Duke's Relation to 
be nothing but downright Forgery 
and Prevarication. : 
Soon after the Earl had given 
in his Anſwer, and exhibited his 
Charge againſt the Duke of Buck- 
ingham, the Commons brought up 
to the Lords their Declaration and 
Impeachment againſ the ſaid Duke, 
containing 13 Articles of Miſde- 
meanors, Miſpriſions, Offences and 
Crimes. Sir Dudley Diggs opened 
the Charge, fix other Commoners 
| poke to the Articles, and Sir John 
Elliot concluded. Diggs and Elliot: 
were prefently after, by Order of the 
King, ſent to the Tober; and within 
a Day or two the King went to the 
Houſe of Lords, on Purpoſe to vin- 
dicate the Duke, telling them, he 
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himſelf could be a Witneſs to clear 
him of every Thing that was laid 
to his Charge. No ſooner was the 
King gone, but the Commons ſent 
a Meſſage to the Lords, defiring 
that the Duke might be taken into 
Cuſtody, but the Lords did not care 


to do that, for fear of incurring the 


King's Diſpleaſure. The Commons 
alſo made ſuch a Stir about their 
1mpriſoned Members, that the King 
thought fit to releaſe them. 
Whilſt the Duke was under the 
Impeachment, he procured himſelf 
to be choſen Chancellor of Cam- _ 
bridge, notwithſtanding one of the 
Articles againſt him was his en- 
groſſing a Plurality of Offices. The 
Commons took great Offence at 
this, but the King ſupported his 
Election. A few Bays after, the 
Duke gave in his Anſwer to the 
Impeachment of the Commons, who 
deſired a Copy of it, in order to 
make good their Charge : But the 
King, with a View to interrupt theſe 
Proceedings, ſent a Meſſage to the 
Commons to diſpatch the Supply 
by ſuch a Day. Notwithſtanding, 
the Houſe proceeding fill in their 
own Way, preſented a Petition to 
the King againſt Popiſh Recuſants, 
and gave a Liſt of 59 Papiſts, who 
were in Places of Truſt and Au- 
thority, though the King had pro- 
miſed the laſt Parliament to ſee this 
Grievance redreſſed. They then 
waited on him in a Body, with an 
Anſwer to his laſt Meſſage, juſtify- 
ing their Conduct, and deſiring that 
the Duke might be forbid all farther 
Acceſs to his Perſon; with which 
he was ſo offended, that he de- 
termined to diſſolve the Parliament, 
though the Lords beſought him not 
to do it. The Commons havin 
Intimation of this Reſolution, made 
haſte to draw up a Remonſtrance 
againſt the Duke, as the principal 
Cauſe of all the Grievances in the 
2 | King - 
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Kingdom, and againſt Tonnage and 
Poandage, which had been levied 
by the King ever ſince his Acceſ- 
fion, though it was never under- 
ſtood to be payable without a ſpe- 
cial Act of Parliament in every new 
Reign. But the Parliament was 
diſſolved by Commiſſion, June 1 b. 
before this Remonſtrance could 

preſented, and the King ordered 
all ſuch as had Copies of it, to 
burn the ſame, And now various 
Ulegal Methods were again uſed to 
raiſe Money, beſides Tonnage and 
Poundage ; ſuch as Loans, Bene- 
volences, Compounding with Po- 
Piſh Recuſants, &c. Beſides a Loan 
of a certain Sum from every Peer, 
a general Loan from the Subject 
was reſolved on, and Commiſſioners 
were appointed in the ſeveral Coun- 
ties, with Inſtructions for that Pur- 
poſe. Perſons of Rank, who re- 


fuſed to lend the King Money, 
were impriſoned and otherwiſe op- 
3 and the meaner ſort ſent 


or Soldiers, or to ſerve on board 
the Fleet. Soldiers were alſo bil- 
letted on private Houſes, to frighten 
Perſons into the Loan: And Dr. 
Sibthorp and Dr. Manwaring were 
employed to preach, up, as Scrip- 
ture-Doctrine, the moſt ſlaviſh No- 
tions of Paſſive-Obedience, and to 
threaten People with Damnation, 
if they did not ſubmit to Loans 
and other Taxes impoſed by the ſole 
Will of the King. Archbiſhop 
Abbot was ſuſpended, for refuſin 

to licenſe Sitborp's Sermon: A 
Mauwaring, though fined and im- 
priſoned by the next Parliament, 
and declared incapable of any Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Dignity, was nevertheleſs 
afterwards advanced to a good Bi- 
' ſhoprick. So very unpopular were 
the Meaſures of the Court, whilſt 
Buckingham ruled all, and Laud was 
the King's Favourite-Counſellor for 


the Affairs of the Church. 
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It is very ftrange; that in the Cir- 
cumſtances the King was in, having 
a War with the Houſe of A4u/riaon 
his Hands, having quarrelled with 
his Parliament, and being in conti. 
nual Want of Money, a On all the 
extraordinary Expedients for raiſing 
it, he ſhould take it in his Head to 
declare War againſt France. But it 
ſeems this was for the Intereſt of 
the Favourite and Miniſters, who 
fearing leſt the King, being tired 
out with the fruitleſs Attempts to 
recover the Palatinate by Arms, 
might make Peace with Spain, put 
him upon this Meaſure, that he 
_— ſtill be under a Neceſſity of 
railing Money by extraordinary Me. 
thods, and ſo the Miſunderſtanding 
between him and his People might 
be kept up, as his coming to an 
Agreement with them would be in- 
fallibly the Ruin of Buckingham and 
his Creatures, . Various Pretences 
were alledged for this War, and 
chiefly that of aſſiſting the Hupus- 
nots; though, as they were Preſby- 
terians, conſidering the oppoſite 
Notions of the King, and his Mi- 
niſters, ſome of the chief of whom 
were Catholicks, and that Bucking- 
ham was of no Religion at all, one 
can hardly think this ſhould be the 
true Reaſon of the War, Some, 
with as little Probability, aſcribe it 
to Buckingham's Amour with Amt 
of Auftria, Wife of Lewis XIII. 
when he was at Paris to fetch home 
the Queen, and upon the Court of 
France's being exceedingly enraged 
at his Inſolence, ſwore he would 
ſee her again in ſpite of them; and 
to that End, as 1s pretended, drew 
his Maſter into this War ; which, 
as it was very unſeaſonable for the 
King, was rendered yet more un: 
popular, by his leaving the whole 
Management of it to the Dube, 
who was made Admiral. of the 
Fleet, conſiſting of above 100 1 
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nd Commander in Chief of the 
Land-Forces; to the Number of 

ooo. With this Fleet and Army 
i ſailed from Port/mouth,: June 27, 

1627, and appeared before Rochel, 
on the 2oth of Fuly, under Colour 
of relieving of that Place, which was 
' threatened with a Siege. The Ro- 
chellers, knowing nothing of the 
Matter, ſcrupled to receive them, 
and ſhut their Gates for fear of a 
Surprize; upon which the Duke 
failed to the % of Rhe, where he 
landed his Troops, but managed 
Matters ſo badly, and was ſo di- 
latory in his Proceedings, that 
being, at laſt, preſſed upon by 
the French, he with Difficulty re- 
imbarked, and returned home 
from this inglorious Expedition, 
with the Loſs of ſome Thouſands of 
his Men. | . 
The ill Succeſs of this Expediti- 
on filled People's Mouths with freſh 
Complaints againſt the Duke of 
Buckingham, and increaſed the Diſ- 
affection to the King, who intruſted 
the whole Conduct of it to a Perſon 


unexperienced in military Affairs. 
But the King was reſolved to go on 
as he had began ; and the Rochellers 
having ſent their Deputies to im- 
plore Aſſiſtance, he determined to 
equip another Fleet, and to ſend it 
under the ſame Commander. In the 
mean Time, he was greatly diſtreſſed 
for Want of Money, that from the 
Loan coming in but flowly, as it 
every where met with great Oppo- 
ſition, notwithſtanding all the Arti- 
fices and oppreſſive Meaſures uſed to 
inforce it. In this Difliculty the 
King took the Advice of Sir Robert 
Cotton, to call a Parliament, and 
to order i# ſo for the Sake of the 
Duke, that he might be the firſt 
o ſhould propoſe it in full Coun- 
eil. To prepare the Way for their 
WW cctivg, ſome popular Things 


ſo much diſliked by the Nation, and 
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were done: The Gentlemen, who 
had been impriſoned on Account 
of the Loan, were releaſed ; Arch- 
biſhop Abbot, the 2 of Lincoln, 
and the Earl of Briſtol, who were 
under the Diſpleaſure of the Court, 
had their Writs of Summons ſent 
them. 

The Parliament met on March 17, 
1628. The King preſſed them to 
a ſpeedy Supply, and told them, if 
they did not their Duty herein, he 
muſt uſe thoſe other Means which 
God had put into his Hands. Then 
the Lord Keeper magniſied the Dan- 
gers from abroad, from France, and 
the two Branches of the Houſe of 
Auftria, viz, the Emperor and the 
King of Spain, to induce the Com- 
mons to grant an immediate Supply; 
and ſaid, though Parliaments were 
the fitteſt, they were not the onl 
Way ; bidding them remember his 
Majeſty's Admonition. So loth was 
the King to ſeem beholden to his 
Parliament, which was no very 
proper Way to gain the Commons 
Affection; who, being in a diffe- 
rent Way of thinking from his 
Majeſty and his Miniſters, inſtead 
of going upon the Supply, entered 
immediately on the Conſideration 
of the Grievances of the Nation, 
ſuch as Billetting of Soldiers upon 
private Houſes, Loans by Benevo- 
lence and Privy-Seals, the Impri- 
ſonment of thoſe who refuſed to 
lend, or Impriſonment without Cauſe 
ſhewn, and denying them the Be- 
nefit of an Habeas Corpus, as alſo 
Commiſſions for trying Perſons by 
Martial-Law. Then they came to 
ſeveral Reſolutions concerning the 
Liberty and Property of the Sub- 


jet ; and though the Courtiers ſtill 


preſſed the Supply in the firſt Place, 
the Commons were not to be di- 
verted from giving the Precedence 
to the Liberties of the Nation and 
the Redreſs of Grievances, accord- 


U; ing. 
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ing to antient Cuſtom. However, 
at length they voted a Supply in 
general; and _ a Meſſage from 
the King to haſten it, promiſing 
that he would agree to any Expe- 
dient for ſecuring their Perſons and 
Properties, by, Way of Bill or other- 
wiſe, they unanimouſly voted five 
Subfidics; but at the fame Time 
reſolved that Grievances and Supply 
ſhould go Hand in Hand; at which 
the King ſhewed his Diſpleaſure in 
a Sort of Threatning Meſſage to the 
Houſe. 'The Commons, by this 
and all the Speeches of the Cour- 
tiers, thinking the King had a Mind 
to elude the Grievances, grew more 
intent on having them redreſſed, 
before they turned their Votes of 
Supply into a Bill. And all their 
Proceedings, after this, tended to 
the preparing the famous Act, called 
the Petition , Right, whereby the 
Grievances above mentioned were 
declared to be illegal, and the 
Rights of the Subject eftabliſhed ; 
particularly, That no Man here- 
© after: be compelled to make or 
* yield any Gift, Loan, Benevo- 
e LO I or ſuch like Charge, 
without common Conſent by Act 
of Parliament.“ The King uſed 
all Manner of Arts to hinder this 
etition, or Bill, from being pre- 


ſented to him, and would have had 


them reſt ſolely on his Royal Word, 
or ſome general Promiſes ; but this 

ade the Commons the more reſo- 
lute to ſtick to the Method they 
had choſen ; and fo, after they had, 
with ſome Difficulty,. got the Con- 
ſent of the Lords, the King, on Fure 
2, came to the Parliament and gave 
an Anſwer to their Petition, which 
however was not ſatisfafory : But 
the Commons did not deſiſt, till 
his Majeſty, on June 7, came àa- 

ain to the Houſe of Peers, and 
eturned ſuch a plain and direct 
Anſwer, 25 gave entire Satisfaction; 
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ters. The Arminians being then in 


after which the Subſidy Bill waz 
paſſed by the Commons. But many 
Grievances remaining ſtill unre- 
dreſſed, they drew up a Remon- 
ſtrance, and preſented it to the King, 
complaining of the Encouragement 
and Growth of Popery, and of A.. 
miniani/m, and naming Neale, Bi. 
ſhop of Winchefter, and Laud, lately 
tranſlated to Bath and Hells, as its 
principal Encouragers and Promo. 


Favour at Court, laboured under 
the ſame popular Odium as the Pa. 
piſts; though between Arminianiſnu 
and Popery there is properly no 
Connection. They alſo complain. 
ed of the Decay of Trade, the 
Loſs of Ships and Mariners, by not 
guarding the Narrow-Seas, the ill 
Conduct and bad Succeſs of the % 
of Rhe Expedition, and in general 
of the Neglect of the Honour and 
Safety of the Nation ; and conclud- 
ed thus, of all which Evils and 
* Dangers, the principal Cauſe is 
the Duke of Buckingham's excel- | 
* five Power, and Abuſe of that 
Power.“ The ſame Day the Re- 
monſtrance was preſented, the Com- 
mons ſent up the Subſidy Bill to the 
Lords, for their Concurrence, and 
then fell immediately on the Bil! f 
Tounage and Poundage; but finding 
they mould not have Time to per- 
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fect it, a Committee was appoint- = 
ed to draw up a Remonſtrance of a | 
the undue Taking of Tonnage and = 
Poundage, without an Act of Par- M 
liament, The King, to hinder the ta 
preſenting of any ſuch Remon- ws. 
trance, came in Haſte to the Par- ay 
bament, on Faure 26, and after | his 
a Speech, which ſhewed his Re jews 
ſentment, and paſſing the Subſidy- 485 
Bill, — it to the 2oth of * 
October. After which, Sir Richard e. 
Weſton, a known Papiſt, was made dae 
Lord Freaſurer, as alſo Earl of 8 


L aud was 


Poriland, and Biſho 
* 11 P trandlajed 
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tranſlated from the See of Bath and 
Melli to that of London, 

The King had prepared a Fleet 
to relieve Rachel; and when the 
Duke of Buckingham was at Port/- 
mouth, ready to embark, he was aſ- 
ſaſſinated by one Jobn Felton, for- 
merly a Lieutenant in a Regiment 
of Foot, who ſtabbed him to the 
Heart, ſo that he inſtantly fell down 
dead. It did not appear that Felton 
had any Accomplice, and he con- 
feſſed, that what moved him to it, 
was his being perſuaded, from the 
Commons late RemonRrance, that 
the Duke 'was an Enemy to his 
Country. He did not endeavour to 
make his Eſcape, and ſo being 


taken and brought up to London, 


was executed at Tyburn, and carried 
down to Port/mouth, and there hang- 
ed in Chains. The King was ſen- 
fibly affected with this tragical End 
of his Favourite, and to ſhew his 
Affection to his Memory, continued 
all his Creatures in their Poſts. 
The Fleet however ſailed for Rachel, 
but could not come near the Town, 


by reaſon of the ſtrong Barricado 


which Cardinal Richelieu had cauſed 
to be made. So the poor Inhabi- 
tants having no Hopes of Relief, 
ſurrendered to their King's Mercy, 
in Preſence of the Exgliſb Fleet, who 
had then nothing to do but to make 
the beſt of their Way home. Soon 
after, in 162g, a Peace was con- 
cluded between the two Crowns ; 
which was followed by a Peace with 
Spain, the next Year : And ſo theſe 
impolitick, ſham Wars ended, for 
the Sake of which, the King had 
| ſo earneſtly demanded Supplies of 
his Parliament, and which alſo was 
the Pretence for ſo many illegal Ex- 
actions on his Subjects. 5 
Before the Meeting of the Parli- 
ament, which had been farther pro- 
rogued to January 20, three Mer- 


chants of London, one of them a 


Religion, 22 
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Member of the Houſe, had their 
Goods ſeized for refuſing to pay 
Tonnage and Poundage, which gave 
the Commons freſh Occaſion of 
Complaint at the Beginning of the 
Seſſion. The King earneſtly preſſ- 
ed them to diſpatch the Bill of Ton- 
nage and Poundage, which, he ſaid, 
might include his paſt Actions, and 
prevent all Diſputes for the fu- 
ture. But the Commons entered 
warmly upon the Conſideration of 
that that claim- 
ed the firſt Regar in their Delibe- 
rations ; and in the Midſt of theſe 
Debates, the Warehouſe of Mr. 
Rolls, one of the three Merchants 


above mentioned, and a Member of 


the Houſe, was locked up by a Pur- 
fuivant, and himſelf ſerved with a 
Subpœna; which put the Houſe in- 
to a Flame : And when the Speaker, 
Sir John Finch, was ordered to put 
the Queſtion, That Mr. Rolls ought 
to have had Privilege of Perſon and 
Goods, he refuſed, deelaring, that 
his Majeſty had commanded him 
not to put any ſuch Queſtion. Up- 
on which the Houſe adjourned, 1n 
a Heat, to February 25, and were 
farther adjourned, by the King's 
Order, to March 2. Then they re- 
quired him to put the ſame Queſ- 
tion, but he ſaid he had the King's 
Order to adjourn the Houſe to 
the 10th, and then offered to leave 
the Chair; but was forcibly kept 
in it by ſome of the Members, 


till Sir John Elliot had drawn up 


the following Proteſtation, whie 
was tumultuouſly agreed to by the 
Houſe, wis. 


1. Whoſoever ſhall bring in In- | 


novation of Religion, or by Favour 
or Countenance ſeem to extend or 
introduce Papery or Arminiani/m, or 
other Opinion —— from the 
true and orthodox Church, ſhall be 
reputed a capital Enemy to this King- 
dom and Commonwealth, | 
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2. Whoſoever ſhall council or ad- 
viſe the Taking and Levying of the 
Subſidies of Tonnage and Poundage, 
not being granted by Parliament, 
or ſhall be an Actor or Inſtrument 
therein, ſhall be reputed an Innova- 
tor in the Government, and a capi- 
tal Enemy to the Kingdom and 
Commonweaith. | 

3: If any Merchant or Perſon 
whatſoever, ſhall voluntarily yield 
and pay the faid Subſidies of Ton- 
nage and Poundage, not being grant- 
ed by Parliament, he ſhall likewiſe 
be reputed a Betrayer of the Liber- 
ties of England, and an Enemy to 
the ſame. 

The next Day, Sir Miles Hobart, 
Sir John Elliot, Denxil Hollis, and 
58 Selden, Eſqrs. and five, other 

embers, were cited before the 
Council. Four of them appeared, 
and refuſing to anſwer, out of Par- 
liament, for what was ſaid and 
done in Parliament, were com- 
mitted to the Tower ; and Procla- 
mations were iſſued for appre- 
hending the reſt, On March 10, 
the King came to the Houſe of 
Peers, and without ſending for the 
Commons, though ſeveral of them 
went up, made a Speech to the 
Lords, thanking them for their 
dutiful Behaviour; and reffecting 
on the Commons, gave thoſe who 
had been moſt zealous againſt Ton- 
nage and Poundage, the opprobri- 
dus Name of Vipers; and then 
diſſolved the Parliament. After 
which, ſeveral of the Members in 
Cuſtody were fined in the King's 
Bench; and adjudged to be impri- 
ſoned during the- King's Pleaſure ; 
and Sir John Elliot, in this, or the 
following Year, actually died in 
Fr. | 
Thus ended King Charles's third 
Parliament. But as the Plea of 
the War continued ftill for ſome 
Time, and as the Miniſters never 
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wanted ſome Pretence or other t 
raiſe Money, ſo they were very 
fruitful'in illegal Schemes for that 
Purpoſe, during the eleven ſucceed- 
ing 'Years that the Nation was with. 
out a Parliament. Monopolies were 
ſet up, from whence the King was 
to have an annual Revenue: Theſe 
increaſed to that degree, that the 
Sale of almoſt all Commodities was 
by this Means ingrofled by ſome 
Company or other, even down to 
old Rags. A Commiſſion was ered- 
ed for compounding with thoſe 
worth 40 J. a Year or upwards, who 
had neglected to receive Knighthood 
at the King's Coronation. Fines 
were impoſed in the Star- Chamber, 
and other Courts, by virtue of ob- 
ſolete Laws, and for not complying 
with ſome new and extraordinary 
Proclamations. - Commiſſioners were 
appointed to compound for defective 
Titles, with ſuch as held Lands 
of the Crown. Theſe, and many 
other Projects for raiſing Money, 
were ſet on foot in theſe Times, 
and Tonnage and Poundage con- 
tinued to be exacted all the while 
with the utmoſt Rigour. But no- 
thing was more odious to the Na- 
tion, or met with greater Obloquy, 
than the Affair of Ship-Money, 
or requiring the Subjects, at their 
own Expence, to furnith ſuch a 
Numbet of Ships with Men, Am- 
munition, and Proviſions. This 
was at firſt impoſed only on 
the Sea-Ports and Places of Mer- 


chandize, but afterwards on the 


whole Nation ; and every one was 
obliged to contribute” his Quota to 
this Tax, according as he was al- 
ſeſſed. The King got the Opinion 
of 'the Judges in favour of this 
Impoſition, and publiſhed it in 
1636. And the next Year, 7" 
Hampden, Eſq; of Buckinghamſhirt; 
made that famous Stand agaioft 
Ship-Money, by which he gained 
. 7 a Penn . , "Þ 
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he Reputation of a great Patriot. 
5 reffiſed to pay his Quota, and 
the Cauſe was argued in the Zxche- 
quer, from November 6, to December 
18, when, -though he was caſt, nei- 
ther the King nor the Judges gain- 
ed any Credit by it. 2323 

At the ſame Time, the Hierar- 
chy exerciſed great Severty againſt 
ſuch as did net punctually conform 
to its Ceremonies, to which Laud 
and others had added many new 
ones, pretty much reſembling thoſe 
of the Papiſts; which made his 
Enemies reproach him with a De- 
fign to introduce Popery : Though 
thar Charge ſeems not to be well- 
grounded. His- Intention ſeems 
only to have been, to make the 
Church of England vye with that of 
Rome in outward Pomp and Splen- 
dor, and to vex and harraſs the Pu- 
ritans or Preſbyterians, to whom he 
was a ſworn Enemy. The High- 
Commiſſion-Court, where Laud pre- 
ſided and directed every Thing, was 
extremely rigid againſt this Sort of 
People, which only ſerved to in- 
creaſe their Numbers; and thoſe who 
oppoſed the arbitrary Meaſures of 
the Government, joined with theſe 
in order to ſtrengthen their Party. 
Archbiſhop Abbot, a Prelate of a 
mild Diſpoſition, and an'Enemy to 
the illegal Proceedings of the Court, 
and therefore branded with Purita- 
niſm, dying in 1633, Laud was im- 
mediately raiſed to the Archiepiſco- 
pal Dignity; when his Seyerity in- 
creaſed with his Power, and not 
content with forcing the Engliſh 
Preſbyterians to Conformity, which 
made many remove with their Fa- 
milies to the American Plantations, 
he ſent out his Injunctions to the 
Dutch and Walloon Churches, who 
had been long ſettled in the Nation, 
to compel them to the ſame Con- 
formity, to the great Detriment of 
Trade, which had been much im- 
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proved by the Coming-in of theſs 
People, 3 

Soon after the Diſſolution of the 
Parliament, Sir Thomas Wentworth 
a zealous and able Declaimer againſt 
Grievances, not only in that, but 
the two preceding Parliaments, was 
brought over -to the Court, and, 
with Archbiſhop Laud, became the 
King's chief Confident and Coun- 
ſellor. He was made Lord Went- 
worth, Deputy of Ireland, Preſi- 
dent of the Council in the North (a 
Court held at Terz, much like the, 
Star-Chamber at We/tminfler) and 
at laſt Earl of Strafford, Prince 
Charles, afterwards Charles II. was 
born, May 29, 1630; and Prince 
Fames, in 1633, who was immedi- 
ately created Duke of York, and 
was afterwards King James II. 
Frederict, the unfartunate Elector 
Palatine, and King of Bobemia, the 
King's Brother- in-Law, died in 
1632. Endeavours had been uſed 
to reſtore him to his hereditary Do- 
minions, by Means of Guftawvus-A4- 
dolphus, King of Sweden, who, to 
deliver Germany from the Tyranny 
of the Houſe of Auſtria, had invaded 
that Country with moſt ſurpriſing 
Succeſs. But that Prince being flain 
in the Battle of Lutzen, all his grand 
Projects ſunk with him, and the Re- 
ſtitution of the Palatinate came to 
nothing ; as, indeed, the King of 
Sabeden never appeared very ſincere 
in the Aﬀair, though King Charles 
had ſent him a Body of 6000 Men. 
Prince Charles, the EleRor's eldeſt 
Son, ſucceeded to his Father's 
Rights, and ſhortly after came over, 
with 'his Brother Prince Rupert, to 
his Uncle's Court in England. Wo 

In May, 1633, the King thought 
fit to take a journey into Scotland, 
where being arrived, he was crown- 
ed at Edinburgh, held a Parliament, 
which gave Lima large Subſidy, 
and took ſome Steps towards = 
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and Laud's favourite Project of eſta- 
Bliſhing Epiſcopacy in Scotland, and 
Introducing the Erg/iþ Ceremonies 
there. He returned in July, and 
about the ſame Time, in Oppoſiti- 
on to the Puritans, ſupported Wakes 
and Revels on Sundays, and renew- 
ed and confirmed his Father's Pro- 
clamation, allowing Diverſions and 
- Recreations on a Sunday, after Di- 
vine Service. | 
In 1634, Prynne, for writing his 
Hiftriomaſtix againſt Stage-Plays, re- 
flecting on the Court and Biſhops, 
was ſentenced, in the Szar-Chamber, 
to be ſet in the Pillory, to have his 
Ears cut off, to be impriſoned du- 
ring Pleaſure, and fined 5oool. Two 
or three Years after, Ba/twwick and 
Burton, and the ſame Prynne, for 
writing Books againſt the Hierarchy, 
and to the Scandal of the Govern- 
ment, were ſentenced to be pillo- 
ried, to loſe their Ears, and Prynne 
the Remainder of his Ears, and to 
pay a Fine of 5000 J. each; after 
which, they were ſent ſeparately to 
remote Priſons, and there kept till 
the Times turned. However bold 
theſe Men were in their Writings, 
theſe Severities did the Court no 
Good, but opened the People's 
Mouths the more againſt them. Bi- 
ſhop William, about the ſame Time, 
fell under the Reſentment of the 
Court, being exorbitantly fined, 
ſuſpended from his. Biſhoprick, and 
impriſoned in the Tower during the 
King's Pleaſure. 

In 1645, died Thomas Parr, aged 
152, born at Drayton in Shropſhire the 
laſt Year of King Edward IV. and 
drought up to Court as a Rarity, in 
this Leen + ſo that he had lived in 
the Reigns of ten Kings and Queens 
of England. 

From what King Charles did in 
Scotland, in the Year 1637, we may 


date the Beginning of his Ruin. 


This was bis attempting to im- 


e e ee 
poſe on the. Scorch Nation Epiſcopal 


zovernment, and the Diſcipline, 
Ceremonies and Service of the 
Church of England. He firſt ſent 
down a Book of Canons, and then 
the Liturgy or Service-Book, order. 
ing it to be read on ſuch a Day, 
But when the Dean began to read 
it in St. Giles's Church, at Ediz- 
burgh, there was ſuch a Tumult, 
Noiſe and Clamour among the Peo- 
ple, that not a Word could be heard; 
and when the Biſhop of Edinburgh, 
who was to preach, ſtept into the 
Pulpit, in —— to appeaſe the Po- 
pulace, he was treated in the ſame 
Manner, and moreover had a Stool 
flung at his Head. At laſt, when 
the Magiſtrates of Edinburgh had 
with much Difficulty got the Rioters 
out of the Church, the Dean went 
on, but was continually interrupted 
by the Multitude without, knock- 
ing at the Doors, throwing Stones 
at the Windows, and making bit- 
ter Exclamations againſt the Service- 
Book, as if it was deſigned to intro- 
duce Popery amongſt them. There 
were, at the ſame Time, the like 
Tumults in the other Churches of 


Edinburgh; and afterwards, other 
'Tumults, on the ſame Account, 
more formidable than the firſt; 


The Malcontents ſeemed at firſt 
to be only the meaner Sort of 
People, but they were ſoon openly 
abetted by great Numbers of the 
Nobility and Gentry. The King 
ſent down his. Proclamations to 
pacify them, but they proteſted 
againſt them, as deſigned only to 
enſnare them, At laſt, in 1638, 
they erected Tables, or Commit- 
tees, at Edinburgh, to manage their 
Affairs; one of the Nobility, ano- 
ther of the Gentry, a third of the 
Burghers, and a fourth of the Mi- 
niſters; as alſo a general Table, 
conſiſting of Commiſſioners from 
the other four. From theſe Tables 

proceede 
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ded their famous Solemn League 
and Covenant, for the Maintenance 
of their Religion from all Innova- 
tions, ſubſcribed by almoſt the whole 
Scotch Nation. The Marqueſs of 
Hamilton was ſent 1 
fioner, who endeavoured by various 
Artifices to break their Meaſures. 
But nothing would ſatisfy them but 
a general Aſſembly and a Parlia- 
ment. A General Aſſembly accord- 
ingly met at Glaſgow, November 2 1, 
which the Tables had taken care to 
have compoſed of ſuch as were 
wholly devoted to them. The 
High Commiſſioner m—_ them 
not likely to be mary er iſſolved 
the Aſſembly, in the King's Name, 
en the 28th. Nevertheleſs they 
continued ſitting by their own Au- 
thority, paſſed ſeveral Acts againſt 
the Innovations, and declared Epiſ- 
copacy to be aboliſhed by the Con- 
teſſion of 15 80. 

The Courtiers, and rigid Epiſ- 
copalians in Ezgland, deemed theſe 
Proceedings of the Scozs, no better 
than Rebellion ; but the Puritans, 
among whom we muſt now reckon 
all who were diſſatisſied with the 
Government, who were by far the 
moſt numerous, looked on the 
Scots as their Friends, and thought 
they had Reaſon for what they 
did, from the arbitrary Meaſures 
of the Court to alter their Kirk- 
Eſtabliſhment. However, as ſoon 
as ever the King heard that the 
Aſſembly continued fitting by their 
own Authority, he reſolved on 
raiſing an Army in - England to re- 
duce them to Obedience. He ſum- 
moned the Nobility to attend him 
at York, April 1, 1639, and to 


bring what Forces they could raiſe ; 


and each County was likewiſe ob- 
liged to raiſe ſuch a Number bf 
Troops. So the King coming to 
York, found himſelf at the Head 
of above 20,000 Men, The Scots, 
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in the mean Time, prepared for 
their Defence, but relied more om 
their Friends in Zng/and, and even 
at Court and in the King's Army, 
than on their own Preparations. 
They aRed with great Policy and 
Caution, and punctually obſerved 
the King's Proclamation, not to 
approach within ten Miles of the 


Borders, thereby ſhewing that the 


War was not offenſive on their 
Part; till the King ordered the Earl 
of Holland to march into Scotland 
by the Way of Kelſo, with 3000 
Foot and 100 Horſe. Then Leſley, 
the Scorch General, ſent a Body of 
Forces to oppoſe his March ; upon 
which he halted, and thought fit at 
laſt to retire. The Scots now thought 
they ſhould be juſtified in approach» 
ing the Borders, and ſo Lefty march- 
ed towards Kelſo with 12,000 Men. 
Then the King ſaw his Miſtake, 
in thinking their Obedience to his 
Proclamation was the Effect of their 
Fear. And he had ſtill a farther 
Reaſon to diſlike his preſent Expe- 
dition, when his Generals adviſed 
him, upon the Approach of the 
Scots, not to give Battle, though 
he was ſuperior to them in Num- 
ber; by which he ſaw they were 
not very willing to venture their 
Lives in this _—_ The two 
Armies therefore being alike reſolv- 
ed — upon the Defenſive, the 
Scots, ut length,” ſent an humble 
Petition to the King, beſeeching 
him to appoint Commiſſioners to 
treat of a Peace; which his Ma- 
jeſty having conſented to, the Ar- 
ticles of Pacification were agreed 
on, June 17. But this was a very 
precarious, unſettled and uncertain 
Peace; and as it ſeemed to be cons 
ſented to in Haſte, by both Parties, 
for gaining Time, a ſecond Rup- 
ture might be ſoon naturally ex- 
pected ; which, indeed, happened 
in the next Year, 1640. For _— 
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the King ſaw, that the Scorch Parli- 
ament was fully bent, utterly to a- 
boliſh Epiſcopacy, he prorogued it 


in ſach a Manner, as gave an uni- 


verſal Diſcontent ; and ſoon after it 
was reſolved in Council to reduce 
- the Scots to their Duty by Force of 
Arms. Accordingly his Majeſty 
raed a numerous Army, appoint- 
ing the Earl of Northumberland Ge- 
neral, and the Earl of S:raford Lieu- 
tenant-General: But as he was in 
Want of Money, and this was not 
a Time to increaſe the People's Diſ- 
content, by purſuing the late illegal 
Methods of raiſing it, his ſecret 
Council thought proper to adviſe 
him to call a Parliament. 7 
This Parliament meeting, 4pril 
13, 1640, ſeemed not at all inclined 
to meddle with the Scorch Affair, 
but inſtead of that, took into im- 
mediate Conſideration the many 
Petitions preſented them from ſeve- 
xal Counties againſt the Grievances 
of Ship-Money, Monopolies, the 
| Star-Chamber, High-Commiſſion- Court, 
Kc. Upon this, both Houſes were 
commanded. to attend the King at 
Whitehall, where the Lord-Keeper 
Finch reminded them of his Ma- 
| jelty's Defire of granting him an 
mediate Supply for the Scorch 
War; but this making no Impreſ- 
fon upon them, they {till proceed- 
ed with the Grievances. Then the 
Lords, by the King's Deſire, de- 
manded a Conference with the 
Commons, at. which they endea- 
voured to ſhew, that the Supply, 
in the preſent Exigency, ſhould go 
before the Grievances. But this, 
contrary to Expectation, only re- 
tarded the Kings Affairs: For the 
Commons voted the Lords meddle- 
ing with the Supply, to be a Breach 
of Privilege; and the Conteſt. be- 
tween the two Houſes took up ſe- 
veral Days. At laſt, on the 4th of 
Hay, the King ſent Sir Henry Lane, 


Secretary of State, to tell the Com. 
mons, that if they would imme. 
diately grant him 12 Subſidies, he 
would conſent to the entire Abo- 
liſhing of Ship-Money. Great De- 
bates enſued on this, many think- 
ing the Demand exorbitant ; how- 
ever, the Commons ſeemed now 


inclined to give the King ſome 


Satisfaction: But Sir Henry Yar, 
who is ſaid to have dealt treache- 
roully in this Affair, declaring that 
leſs would not be accepted, whereas 
it is affirmed that he had Orders to 
deſcend to 8, or even to 6 Subſi- 
dies, if 12 would not go down, 
this ſpoiled all. 
Commons deferred their Reſoluti- 
on to the next Day; and in the 
mean Time, it is ſaid, Fane and the 
Sollicitor Herbert went and gave 
a worſe Account to his Majeſty, 
of the Temper of the Houſe, than 
it deſerved ; and told him, that they 
deſigned on the Morrow to vote 
againſt che Scotch War; which Mil- 
repreſentation was thought to be 
with a Deſign to ruin e 499K who 
was moſt zealous for that War. 
However, the King believing what 
they ſaid, haſtily diſſolved the Par- 
lament, after it had ſat but about 


three Weeks; and, as was uſual 


with him, ſent ſome of the Mem- 
bers to Priſon. He was ſoon after 
ſenſible of his Error, and was ſorry 
for what he had done; and. the 
very next Day, conſulted, whether 
he might recal them by his Pro- 
clamation to fit again. But this be- 
ing impracticable, all the Methods 
before uſed, and others as odious, 
were put in Practice, to raiſe Money 
for paying the Army againſt the 
Scots. 

The Scots, knowing what was 
deſigned againſt them, were not 
behind in their Preparations, Ge- 
neral Le/ley paſſed the Tweed, Auguſt 


20, with the Scots Army, conſiling 


However, the 


of 22,000 Men ; and the ſame Day 
the mug ſet out from London for 


Tort, where the greateſt Part of his 


Army lay encamped : But the Lord 
Conway, General of the Horſe, was 
advanced to Neaucaſtle, with 3000 
Foot, and 1500 Horſe. Le/ley forced 
the Paſſage of the Tine at Newburn, 
Conway  endeavouring in vain to 
3 him, being obliged to re- 
treat, with the Loſs of ſome Hun- 
dreds of his Men; and quittin 
Newcaſtle, in Conſternation, wit 
the Royal Troops, the Scots imme- 
diately entered it, and became Maſ- 
ters of the Town. They uſed this 
Advantage with great Prudence, to 
let the Engliſb ſee they had no De- 
ſign againſt them. They diſperſed 
two Manifeſtoes; one entitled, Six 
| Conſiderations of the Lawfulneſs of 
their Expedition; the other, [ntenti- 
ons of the Scots and their Army mani- 
fefted to their Brethren of England: 
In which they endeavoured to ſhew, 
that what moved them to arm and 
enter England, was no Quarrel they 
had with the Eugliſs Nation, bur 
only to defend | themſelves againſt 
ſome evil Miniſters, naming, 1n 
particular, Laud and Strafford, 
who were the chief of the ag + 
ſecret Council. In ſhort, they uſed 
all their Art to recommend them. 
ſelves to the Engliſh, who were 
indeed generally averſe to this 
Scotch War, which the King had 
raſhly undertaken, In . to 
this, they failed not to ſhew their 
extreme Deſire of Peace, and ſent 
an humble Petition to the King, 
that he would be graciouſſy pleat. 
ed to redreſs their Grievances, b 
the Advice of the Exgliſb Parlia- 
went. : 

The King, now in the utmoſt 
Perplexity, ſummoned a Great 
Council of the Peers to meet him 
at York, in order to have their Ad- 
vice, In the mean Time, the 
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City of London, and the Gentry of 
Yorkjhire, petitioned him to call a 
Parliament, as the only means to 
redreſs their Grievances, and re- 
move the Dangers that threatened 
both him and the State: And a Pe- 
tition to the ſame Purpoſe was pre- 
ſented by twelve Peers, in behalf 
of themſelves and divers others. 
The King's Neceflities were now ſo 
urgent, that he was forced to com- 
ply ; and ſo he told the Great Coun- 


* cil, when they met, September 24, 


that he had reſolved to ſummon a 
Parliament, for the 3d of November. 
The Reſuit of their Deliberations 
was, that 16 of their Number ſhould 
be ſent as Commiſſioners to treat 
with the Scots about a Peace; and 
that 200,000/7. ſhould be borrowed 
of the City of London, for main- 
taining the Army till the Parliament 
ſhould grant the Supplies ; each of 
the Peers offering to at bound 
for the Repayment of the ſaid 
Sum. The King appointing Com- 
miſſioners according to the Advice 
of the Lords, the Treaty with the 


Scots began at Rippon, October 1, aud 


was afterwards removed to London, 
to their very great Advantage, where 
they were ſure of having a good 
Number of Friends, both in the 
City and in the Parliament. 

The famous Parliament met on 
November 3, 1740. The King made 
them a mild and ſoft Speech, very 
different from moſt of his former 
Speeches to his Parliaments; and, 
among other Things, particularly 
deſired them to find Means for driv- 
ing the Scots out of the Kingdom: 
After which, the Commons return- 
ing to their Houſe, choſe for 
their Speaker, Villiam Lenthall, a 
Bencher of Lincoln's Inn. One of 
the firſt Things they did, was to 
appoint a ſele& Committee, to 
draw up a Remonſtrance of all the 
Grievances of the Nation ; wn 
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the King A Compliance 
in giving his Aſſent to all their Bills, 
the Remonſtrance was laid aſide for 
the preſent, and not preſented till 
a Year after, when a Miſunderſtand- 
ing between the King and Parlia- 
ment began to break out. 

After many warm Speeches upon 
Grievances at the Beginning of 
their Meeting, thoſe Members who 
in any Reſpect were concerned 
in Monopohes, were expelled the. 
Houſe. Petitions were received 
from Prynne, Baftwick, Burton, and 
others, complaining of their ſevere 
and cruel Sentences in the Star- 
Chamber : The Houſe ordered them 
to be brought up from their remote 
Impriſonments, and the Members 
of the Szar-Chamber were afterwards 
made to pay all the-Cofts and Da- 
mages of the Parties. And as the 
Sufferings of particular Perſons met 
with Regard from the Commons, ſo 
they applied themſelves 1n earneſt 
to redreſs all the publick Griev- 
ances ; in which they were very 
ſucceſsful, by reafon of the King's 
preſent Situation, with an Army 
of Scots in the Nation. They vot- 
ed Ship-Money illegal, - and con- 
demned the new Canons and Oath 
enjoined. by the laſt Convocation, 
when the King continued them fit- 
ting under the Name of a Synod, 
after the Diffolution of the Parli- 
ament. | | | 

At the ſame Time they pro- 
ceeded vigorouſly againſt the Au- 
thors of the Grievances. The Earl 
of Strafford was impeached of 
High-Treaſon, and taken into Cuſ- 
tody, Nowember 11, and committed 
to the T:aver ſome Days after. Se- 
cretary Windebank was the next that 
was attacked, npon which he fled 
into France. A Committee was ap- 

pointed to draw up a Charge againſt 
* Archbiſhop Laud, as having a prin- 
cipal Hand in the Deſign of ſub- 
- 1} | 
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verting the Laws and Conſtitution 
of the Realm: The Scors Commit. 
fioners exhibited to the Lords x 
long Charge of his being the Au- 
thor of all their Troubles; and he 
was voted a Traitor by the Com. 
mons, Nem. Con. who ſent up to 
the Lords to accuſe him of High. 


Treaſon ; upon which he was taken 
into Cuſtody, and afterwards com- 


mitted to the Tower. The Lord. 
Keeper Finch was next voted a Trai- 
tor, and fled into Holland; but that 
did not hinder the Commons from 
impeaching him of High- Treaſon 
in the Houſe of Lords. He was 
particularly charged with making 


the Judges declare in favour of 


Ship-Money. Judge Berkeley, for 
** his Bene for the ſaid Im- 
poſition, being alſo impeached of 
High-Treaſon, was taken off the 
Bench whilſt the Court was ſitting; 
and other Judges were proceeded 
againſt, on the ſame Account. 

About the ſame Time, the King 
acquainted the Parliament with the 
Marriage of the Princeſs Mary, his 
eldeſt Daughter, with the Prince of 
Orange, She was Mother to King 
William III. 

A Bill of four Subfidies, for the 
Army and the Relief of the Mor- 
thern Parts, was paſſed, February 15, 
1640-1. And at the ſame Time 
was alfo paſſed the Bill for Tri- 
ennial Parliaments, ordaining that 
Parliaments ſhould be held at leaſt 
once in three Years. 

The famous Trial of the Earl of 
Strafford began on May 1, 1641, 
which the Commons afterwards 
turned into a Bill of Attainder, 

aſſed it, and ſent it up to the 

rds; where it hung for ſome 
Days, and, it was oy 
would have rejected it. But Mr. 


Pym, about this Time, informed 
the Houſe of Commons of Plots 
againſt the Parliament, _— 


CHAR 
Army was practiſed upon to bring 
them up and over-awe their Pro- 
ceedings, that there was a Deſign 
upon the Tower, and that Endea- 
vours were uſed for the Earl's 
Eſcape. Great Multitudes alſo 
came to We/iminſier, _—_— 
of Deſigns againſt the Parliament, 


and demanding ſpeedy Juſtice a- 
gainſt the Earl of Strafford. They 


alſo preſented a Petition againſt him 
to the Lords, ſubſcribed by above- 
20,000 Inhabitants of London, call- 
ing him the grand Incendiary. And 
ſoon after, the Lords paſſed the Bill 
of Attainder againſt the Earl. The 
King was all this while in great 
Perplexity: He made a Speech to 
the Lords in favour of the Earl, and 
told them he could not in his Con- 
ſcience condemn him of Treaſon, 
though he thought his Miſdemea- 
nors were ſuch, that he was not fit 
for the future to ſerve him. or the 
Commonwealth in any Office no 
not ſo much as that of a Conſta- 
ble; and therefore he hoped they 


would find ſome Way to ſatisfy © 


Juſtice and their own Fears, with- 
out preſſing on his Conſcience. 
After both Houſes had paſſed the 


Bill, and he was preſſed to give 


his Aﬀent, he adviſed with his 


Counſellors, ſome Lawyers and Bi- 
ſhops, who perſuaded him to it for 
the publick Safety; and fo, with 
much ReluQance he paſſed it, by 
Commiflion, and after that inter- 
ceded for him, in a Letter to the 
Lords, which he ſent by his eldeſt 
Son, Prince Charles: But all not 
availing, the Earl was beheaded on 
the 22d of May, and died with 
great Con ſtancy and Reſolution. 
The Plot above mentioned is re- 


preſented as all a Chimera by the 


Friends of the King; and yet it 
appears by ſeveral Circumſtances, 
that there was a Deſign to engage 
the Army to ſerve the King againſt 
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the Parliament, and that the King 
approved of it; which loſt him the 

onfidence of the Houſe : Though 
the Thing, probably, was much 
aggravated, and this particular 

ime choſen for the Information, 
for the Sake of gaining the Point 
againſt the Earl of Srzrafford, The 
Reſult of this Diſcovery alſo was, 
that the Commons unanimouſly en- 
tered into a ſolemn Proteſtation to 
ſtand by the Religion, Laws, and 
Liberties of the Kingdom; in which, 
the Lords alſo joined ſome Time 
after, and then it was impoſed on 
the whole Nation. It alſo gave Riſe 
to the Bill for the Continuance of 
the Parliament, whereby this Par- 
liament was not to be diſſolved but 
by an Act of Parliament, nor pro- 
rogued nor adjourned, but by their 
own Conſent; which, though of fo 
great Importance, 2s quite alterin 
the Conſtitution, the King paſl 
without any Concern, at the ſame 
Time that he paſſed that againſt the 
Earl of Srrafford. 

On Fune 22, his Majeſty paſſed 
a temporary Bill of Tonnage and 
Poundage : The Preamble to which 
declared, that the Crown had no 
Right to take it, without Conſent 
of Parliament, © 1 

Not long after, an Act was paſſed, 
for taking away the Srar-Chamber, 
and High- Commiſſion-Courts, which, 
by their cruel and arbitrary Sen- 
tences, were become univerſally odi- 
ous to the Nation. The Court at 
York, which was much like the Srar- 
Chamber, was alſo aboliſhed about 
the ſame Time, 

On the 1oth of Augaff, his Ma- 
jeſty ſet out for Scotland, after have- 
ing paſſed the Ad of Pacification be- 
taveen- the two Nations, and an Ad 


for the total Abolition of Ship-Money. 


Soon after, the two Armies, that 
had been ſuch a Burden to the Na- 
tion, were diſbanded ; the Parlia- 

; ment 
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ment having given the Scors 300, oool. 
It is more than probable, that they 


were invited to come into England 
by ſome who were afterwards the 
chi 


ef Leaders in Parliament, and 
that they were kept here ſo long, 
on purpoſe to give the Parliament 


an Advantage over the King, and 


lay a Sort of Neceſſity upon him to 
paſs the Acts they had prepared for 
redreſſing the Grievances; for a 
Seats Army in the Kingdom muſt 
certainly lay him under great Re- 


ſtraint. The Parliament were not 


pleaſed with the Kmg's going at 
this Time to Scotland; and though, 
whilſt he was there, he paſſed all 
the Acts that the Parliament of 
Scotland deſired, yet his Stay there 
did but increaſe the Jealouſies of 
the Engliſb; and ſome Things hap- 
pened in his Abſence, which turn- 


ed very much to his Diſadvan- 


tage. | 

The King had not been long in 
Scoiland, before the Parliament was 
alarmed with the News of a Plot 
in that Kingdom; and fearing it 
might extend itſelf into England, 
they thought fit to take to them- 
ſelves a Guard, under the Earl of 
E/jjex, whom the King had left 
General on the South Side of the 


But what made the greateſt Im- 


pros on Men's Minds, was the 


Rebellion and Maſſacre in Ireland, 
which broke out, on O&ober 23, 
whilſt the King was yet in Scorland; 
when the old Natives or Iriſb roſe 
in all Parts of the Kingdom, and 
on that, and the following Days, 
moſt inhumanly butchered and mur- 
dered above 40,000 Engliſh Proteſ- 


tants that were ſettled there, Men, 


Women and Children, without Diſ- 
tinction of Age, Sex, or Conditi- 


on. Only the Project of ſeizing 


the City of Dublin, where was a 
great Quantity of Proviſions and 
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warlike Stores, was happily difcg: 
vered and prevented the Night be. 
fore. The Lriſb, unluckily for the 
King, pretended. they had his Ay. 
thority for what they did, called 
themſelves the Queen's Army, gave 
out that their Deſign was to oppoſe 
the Proceedings of the Puritannical 
Parliament in England, and diſperſ. 
ed through the Kingdom Copies of 
a pretended Commiſſion to them 
under the Great-Seal. This Com- 
miſſion, it is ſaid, they forged, and 
afixed to it an Impreſſion of the 
Great-Seal, taken off from ſome 
old Grant or Patent. However 
this be, theſe Things made an ill 
Impreſſion on the Minds of thoſe 


already diſaffected to the King. 


The moſt conſiderate, indeed, did 
not think it at all likely, that the 
King ſhould be willing his Pro- 
teſtant Subjects ſhould be maſſacred: 
But they ſuſpected he might have 
ſtirred up the Rebellion, on Pur- 
poſe to find the Parliament Work, 
to divert them from the Project 
they had now formed of diveſting 
him of great Part of his Power, 
and free himſelf from the Subjec- 
tion he was under to them; and 
that, having once raiſed the Rebel- 
lion, he could not ſtop the Fury of 
the rib, Though the Parliament 
did not much regard the Calumny 
againſt the King, they were, how- 


ever, filled with Diſtruſt, and poſ- 


ſibly the Leaders might feign a 
proper Diſtruſt than they really 

ad, on purpoſe to increaſe the 
Fears of thoſe Members who were, 
as yet, but half perſuaded to join 
them in their Scheme of diminiſhing 
the Kingly Power. 

The King returned from Sc«- 
land, the latter End of November, 
and was no ſooner arrived 
Whitehall, but he diſmiſſed the 
Guards which had been attending 


on the two Houſes, Eight Days 
| after 
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oor vis. December 1, the Com- 
mons preſented to him their famous 
Petition and Remonſtrance, reciting 
all the Grievances of the Kingdom 
from the Beginning of his Reign 


to the preſent Time, attributing all 


to evil Counſellors, and a malig- 
nant Party about the King. Many 
thought this unneceſſary and unrea- 


| ſonable, as moſt of the Grievances 


had been redreſſed by the Acts his 
Majeſty had paſſed in this Parlia- 
ment. But as the Houſe of Com- 
mons in general were from the Be- 
ginning very hearty in proceedin 

againſt the Grievances, ſo there was 


a ſtrong Patty amongſt them, who. 


were for 5 artber, and putting 
it out. of the King's Power ever to 
govern again in the ſame arbitrary 


Manner he had done for i5 Years 


together. To this Party were 


oined 


the Preſbyterians, who ſeen even at 


this Time to have à farther Deſign 
in View ; namely, to alter the Go- 
yernment. of the Church, which 
could not be brought about, with- 
out putting it out of the King's 
Power to oppoſe it. The Leaders 
of the Party, who were for retrench- 
ing the Royal Authority, were Men 
of great Abilities, and uſed all their 
Arts to bring others over to their 
Sentiments ; to which the general 
Jealouſy and Diſtruſt the People 
had of the King (which he had 
2 but too much Occaſion for) 
id not a little contribute. The 
Remonſtrance, therefore, was, as it 
were, the Teſt to ſhew which Party 
ſhould prevail. A very ſtrong Op- 
88 was made to it, and the 

ebates laſted near twenty Hours 
together; till at laſt it was carried 
for the Remonſtrance by nine Voices 
only, It was not only preſented to 
his Majeſty, but, contrary to his 
expreſs Defire, printed and publiſh- 
ed, before he had given his Anſwer 
to it. The Breach between the 


a 

King and Parliament may-be dated 
from this Time. | | 
In the Houſe of Lords, the Com- 
mons met with frequent Obſtacles 
to their Deſigns, by reaſon of the 
Biſhops and Popiſh Lords — 
there; of which they made great 
Complaints, and pa ed a Bill for 
taking away the Biſhops Votes in 
Parliament, but it could not paſs 
the Lords whilſt they fat there. Af. 
ter the preſenting of the” Remon- 
trance; great Multitudes flocked 


about the Parliament-Houſe, crying | 


out, No Biſhops, no Biſhops. 

beſides other ES Ap- 
prentices of London came in a Body 
to Meſtminſter, and preſented a Pe- 


. tition to the King, Lords, and Com- 


mons, againſt Papiſts, Fei and 
Prelates, complaining of Plots and 
Conſpiracies againſt the Parliament. 
Theſs Tumult continuing for ſe- 
veral Days (which ſeemed no ways 
diſagreeable to the Commons) many 
Officers of the late Army, and 
others, offered their Service as a 
Guard to his Majeſty, Several 
Skirmiſhes happened detween them 
and the Multitude, in' which ſome 
Citizens were wounded, which 
heightened the Animoſity between 
the two Parties. Theſe Tumults 
rendering it unſafe for the Biſhops 
to attend their Seats in Parlia- 
ment, twelve of them met, and' 
drew up a Proteſtation againſt all 


Laws, Ordefs, Votes and Deter- 


minations, as null and void, that 
had paſſed ſince December 27, or 
ſhould hereafter paſs, during their 
forced Abſence from the Houſe: 
The Commons were ſo offended 
at this, that they impeached the 


Biſhops of High-Treaſon, ' and 
ſent them to the Teer. Then 


the Lords paſſed the Bill for take- 
ing away their Votes, which the 


King gave his Aﬀent to in Fi-. 


bruary, : 
* The 
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The King, if he had bad a Mind 
to break entirely with his Parlia- 
ment, could not have choſen a more 

ffectual Method for that Purpoſe, 
than the impolitick and uyprece- 
dented Ste bo now took. On Ja- 
auaty 3, 1041-2, he ſent his Attor- 
ney-General to the Houfe of Peers, 


to. accuſe, in his Name, of 1. 


Freaſon, the Lord Kimbolton of thz 
- Houſe, and five Members of the 
Houſe of Commons, wiz. Sir Ar- 
thur Haſlerig, Denxzil Hollis, Jobn 
' Pymm, John Hambden, and William 
Strode; and to deliver Articles of 
Impeachment againſt them. At the 
ſame Time, Perſons were ſent. to 
ſeal up their Doors, Trunks, and 
Papers : But the Commons ſent the 
Serjeant at Arms to break open the 
Seals, and apprehend thoſe that put 
then on; and made an Order, for- 
bidding the Seizing of any of their 
embers without Leave of the 
Houſe, authorizing ſuch Members 
to ſtand upon their Guard, and all 
Conſtables, and other Officers, to 
aſſiſt them. The Commons repre- 
fented all this, in a Conference with 
the Lords, and moreover, that the 
King had ſet a Guard in a warlike 
Manner at Whitehall ; and therefore 
defired that the Parliament might 
have ſuch a Guard, as ſhould: be 
approved of by both Houſes, or elſe 
adjourn to ſome Place of Safety. 
The King having ſent a Serjcant 
at Arms to the Houſe of Commons, 
to demand the five Members, with- 
out any Effect, the next Day, Ja- 
nuary 4, came himſelf to the Houſe, 
attended by a Number of armed 
Men, as if with a Deſign to ſeize 
them. Leaving his Guard at the 
Door, he entered the Houſe, and 
taking the Speaker's Chair, made a 
to them, on what he was 
come about; but looking round, 
and finding the accuſed: Perſons not 
there (for they had flipped away 
3 : 


mily 


but juſt before) he told the Houſe 
he expected they ſhould ſend them 


to bim, as ſoon as they returned; 


and then departed, the Members 


crying out, Frog !. Privilege! 


And immediately the Houſe ad. 
journed to the next Day; when 
being met, they voted that the King 
had violated the e of Par- 
liament, and adjourned to the 11th, 
having appointed a. Committee to 
fit in the mean Time at Guildball; 
from whence, on the faid Day, they 
were conducted to We/ftmin/ter, as it 
were in Triumph, attended with 
numerous Guards from the City, 
both by Land and Water. The 
Day before, the King not caring to 
run the Riſk of any Affront from 
the Populace, removed with his Fa- 
— Whitehall \to Hanplon- 
Court, from thence to Vindſer, and 
at laſt to York. | 
Two Days 'after his, Departure, 
he ſent a Meſſage to both Houſes, 
telling them he would wave hu 
Proceedings againſt the fix. Mem. 
bers, and be as careful of their Pri- 
vileges, as of his own. Life and 
Crown. Two Days after that, he 
ſent another, to the ſame Effect; 
and on February 2, offered a general 
Pardon; but all was to no Pur- 
poſe, the Wound was too deep 
to be healed ; the Commons made 
a large Declaration againſt, the late 
Action, impeached the Attorney- 
General for what he had done, 
and committed him to Priſon. 
Moreover, they ſet a Guard about 
the Tower, ſent Sir John Hol han 
to take Poſſeſſion of Hull, where 
was a great Magazine of Arms and 
Ammunition, and ordered him to 


keep it for the Parliament, under- 


ſtanding that the King had a De. 
ſign to ſecure it for himſelf. And 
then, upon the King's ſending 3 
Meſſage with ſome Propoſitions, 
which ſeemed only deſigned ped 
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muſe thein, and gain Time, they 
returhed for Anſwer, that, to en- 
able them to do what his Majeſty 
defired, it was neceſſary, that the 
Militia ſhould be put into the Hands 
of the Parliament. Both Houſes, 
ſoon after, preſented a fetition to 
the ſame Purpoſe; and the De- 
bates about the Militia between 
the King and Parliament, in Pe- 
ftions; Meſſages, Anſwers and Re- 
plies, continued from Faruary till 
the End of May; the Parliament 


being reſolved to diveſt him of it, 


not thinking it ſafe to truſt to his 
Promiſes, whilſt, by his having the 
Command of the Militia, it was 
in his Power to break them ; and 
the King being as reſolutely bent 
not to deliver it up. At laſt, the 
Parliament refolved to ſettle the Mi- 
litia without him, publiſhed their 


Ordinance” for that Purpofe, and 


commanded all Perſons to be obedi. 
ent to it. The King, on May 27, 
iſſued a Proclamation to forbid the 
putting the Ordinance of Parlia- 
ment in Execution; and the Parli- 
ment, in their Turn, publiſhed a 
Declaration, forbidding all Perſons 
to obey the King's Proclamation, 


Whilſt the Affair of the Militia ' 


was in Apitation, the King took 
ſeveral Steps which increaſed the 
Parliament's Diſtruft and Suſpicion. 
In February, he ſent the Queen over 
to Holland, to buy up Arms and 
Ammunition, putting the Crown- 


Jewels into her Hands for that Pur- 


poſe. On April 23, 1642, he ap- 
peared before Hull with 300 Horſe, 


in order to take it out of the Hands 


of the Parliament; but had the 
Mortification to find the Gates ſhut 
againſt him. Sir Joby Hotham was 
ſummoned ſeveral” Times to open 
them, but he peremptorily refuſed : 
Upon which the King cauſed him 


to be proclaimed a Traitor by two 


Heralds, and departed, On May 


12, he ſummoned the Gentry of 
York/hire to appear before him, aud 
told them he was reſolved to have 
a Guard. The Guard was raiſe 

accordingly, and the Comman 

given to the Prince of Wales, Up- 
on this, the Lords and Commons 
publiſhed a Declaration, that it was 
againſt the Laws and Liberties of 
the Kingdom for any of the Sub- 
jects to be commanded by the King 


to attend him at his Pleaſure ; and | 


that whoſoever, on Pretence of his 
Majeſty's Command, ſhall take 
Arms, ſhall be eſteemed Diſturbers 
of the publick Peace. 

The next Day, May 20, the 
Commons voted, 1. That it ap- 
peared, that the King, ſeduced by 


wicked Counſels, intends to make 
War againſt the Parliament. 2. That 


whenſoever the King makes War 
upon the Parliament, it is a Breach 
of” the Truſt repoſed in him by 
his People, contrary to his Oath, 
and tending to the Diſſolution of 
the Government. 3. That who- 
ſoever ſhall ſerve or aſſiſt him in 
ſuch Wars, are Traitors by the 
fundamental Laws of the King- 
dom. Thus the Breach between 
the King and Parliament grew 
every Day wider, and the mutual 
Diftruſt became incurable, whilſt by 
the numerous Papers that paſſed 
between them, they ſought only to. 
amuſe each other, for the fake of 
gaining Time, to be the better pre- 
ared for countermining each other's 
Deſigns. | h 

Though a War was already re- 
ſolved on by both Sides, yet each 
thought fit to uſe ſome Ceremony, 
in order to caſt the Blame upon the 
other in the Eye of the People. 
It was with this View only, that 
the Parliament, on June 2, ſent 19 
Propoſitions to the King, as the 
Means of reſtoring a good Under- 
ſtanding between him and bis Par- 

X 2 liament. 
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liament. But they were of ſuch a 


Nature, that they could not think 


the King would agree to them ; and 
accordingly he rejected them with 
Scorn. And now moſt of the 
King's Friends in both Houſes, ſee- 
ing a War,unayoidable, left the Par- 
liament, and attended on the King 


at York; _ among them, the 
 Lord-Keeper Lzztleton with the Great 
Seal. 


Both Sides now prepared openly 
for War. On June 10, the two 
Houſes publiſhed Propoſals for bor- 
Towing Money and Plate for the 
Defence of the Kingdom. On the 
15th, the King granted - ſeveral 
Commiſſions of Array for levying 
'Troops, and the Parliament drew 
up a Declaration againſt them. On 
the 12th of 12 the Commons 
voted, and with them the Lords a- 
greed, that an Army ſhould be raiſ- 
ed, and the Command thereof given 
to Robert Devereux Earl of EG. 
And on Auguft 22, the King, in a 
ſolemn Manner, ſet up his Standard 
at Nottingham, having before, by 
Proclamation, commanded all Men, 
who could bear Arms, to repair to 
it on the ſaid Day. El 
Notwithſtanding the King's Pro- 


clamation, the People did not come. 


in as was expected, and he was yet 
but very badly provided for the 
Mar. In this Condition he ſent a 
Meſſage to the two Houſes, Augu/? 


2c, with ſome Overtures towards a 


reaty, but offered nothing new ; 


and Meſſages, Anſwers and Replies, 


between his Majeſty and the Parli- 


ament, continued for ſome Weeks, 


without any Effect, whilſt both Sides 
were carrying on their Preparations 
for War. 


On r 9, the Earl of Eher 
rom London, to put himſelf 


ſet out 
at the Head of the Parliament's 
Forces, that were aſſembled at Nerrh- 
ampton, to the Number of about 
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16,000. The King, not bein ; fafs 
at Nottingham, marched towards the 
Borders of Wales, and being receiy- 
ed at Shrewſbury, where the Inhabi. 
tants declared for him, his Army 
ſoon increaſed to 14,000. At all 
the conſiderable Places, through 
which .he paſſed, upon the Reſort 
of the Gentry and People, he made 
a ſolemn Proteſtation of the Since- 
rity of his Intentions for the Good 
of the Publick. | - 
The ' firſt Encounter in this War 
was at Powick-Bridge, near Wer. 
cefter, between Prince Rupert, the 
King's Nephew, who was detached 
to guard a Convoy of Money and 
Plate from Oxford, and Colonel San- 
z who was ſent by the Earl of E/ 
/ex, with a Party of the Parliament's 
Forces, to take Poſſeſſion of Vorceſ. 
zer. The Prince fell ſuddenly upon 
them and defeated them, killing 
Colonel Sandys and ſeveral of his 
Men, and then attended the Convoy 
ſafe to Shrewſbury, The Earl of E, 
/ex came the next Day, and took Poſ- 
ſeſſion of Vorceſter, and foon after 
ſecured Glouceſter and Briſtol for the 
Parliament. | 
On October 23, a great Battle was 
fought between the two Armies, at 
Keynton, or Edge-Hill, in Warwici- 
ſhire. The King's Troops at firſt 
had the Advantage, but Prince Ru- 
pert 2 Effex*s routed Cavalry 


too far, the Foot of the Royal Army 


was ſo preſſed by the Parliamentari- 
ans, that they were in Danger of be- 
ing totally defeated. Both Sides 
claimed the Victory, tho', in Truth, 
it ſeemed to be no-more than a drawn 
Battle; but this is certain, that both 
Sides ſuſtained very great Loſs, the 


Number of the Slain on the Field of 


Battle being about 5000. The next 
Day they faced one another from 
Morning till Evening, without either 
deſiring to renew the Fight. The 
King took Banbury-Caſile * 4 
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three Days after, and then retired 
to Oxford. The Day before the 
Battle the Parliament publiſhed their 
Declaration af the - Grounds and 
Cauſes of their taking Arms, re- 
flecting ſeverely on the King's Con- 
duct, as inſincere. 

Whilſt People's Minds were full 


of Terror on account of the late 


Battle, the King's Friends in the 


City and Parliament (for he had 


ſtill ſome there to promote his In- 
tereſt) took the Advantage to preſs 


for a Peace. The Parliament could 


not avoid ſeeming to comply, and 


- accordingly ſent to his Majeſty, 


to deſire a ſafe Conduct, for a 
Committee of Lords and Commons, 
to attend him with a Petition for a 
Treaty ; which the King granted. 
In the mean Time, ing en- 
couraged, as it 1s thought, * bis 
Friends in the Parliament and Ci- 
ty, he began to march towards 
Lendon, whether with a Deſign to 
ſurprize the City, or to raiſe ſuch 
Commotions there, as might turn 
to his Advantage. The Earl of 
ere having Notice of the King's 

arch, followed him, and arriv'd 
with his Army near London, about 
the ſame Time that the King ar- 
rived at Celebrook, where he re- 
ceived the Parliament's Petition, 
to which he returned a gracious 
Anſwer; ſo that they ſent Orders 
ta their Forces to forbear all Acts 
of Hoſtility. But in a few Hours 
after the Departure of the Com- 


mittee from his Majefty, he began 


to march towards Brentford, where 
ſome of the Parliament's Troops 
were quartered.. As ſoon as he ar- 
rived, November 12, he attacked the 
Town, and, after a ſharp Fight, 
wherein many of the Parliament's 
Men were lain, and others drove 


into the River, became Maſter of 


the Place. The Earl of E/ex was 
litting in the Houſe of Lords at 
that Time, and immediately poſted 


to his Army, which the Parliament 


took ſuch expeditious Meaſures 
to ſtrengthen, by ordering the Lord- 
Mayor to ſend out the City Trained- 
Bands, that the King, thinking not 
fit to hazard a Battle, which Eher 
was making the neceſſary Pre- 
parations for, withdrew to King fon, 
and from thence again to Ox- 
ford. This Action, whilſt a Treas. 
ty was depending, proved of no 
Service to his Majeſty's Reputa- 
tion. Chee 

Several pretty ſmart Skirmiſhes 
and Aſſaults ſoon happened in 
different Parts of the Nation ; par- 
ticularly between the Earl of New- 
caftile, who had raiſed a confidera- 
ble Army for the King in the 
North, and Ferdinando Lord Fair- 
fax, who commanded for the 
Parliament in thoſe Parts. Some- 
times one Side got the better, 
and ſometimes the other, though 
theſe Actions were in themſelves 
of no great Importance : The chief 
were at Piercebrig, Tadcafter, and 
Giſborough. Sir Thomas Fairfax, 
Lord Fairfax's Son, attacked the 
Town of Leeds, and took it b 
Storm. At the ſame Time, Sir 
William Waller was very active 
for the Parliament in the South - 
He took Farnham-Caftle, and made 
the Garrifon Priſoners of War; 
and ſhortly after, Winchefter. and 
Chicheſter. Marlborough was taken 
by Storm, plundered and burnt, by 
ſome of the King's Forces; and 
Cirenceſter was taken by Prince 
Rupert. Litchfield was taken for 
the Parliament, by a Party under 
the Lord. Brooke, but he loſt his 
Life in the Action. 
On March 19, 1642-3, there 


was a ſharp Fight at Salt-heath 
near Stafford, which laſted four 


Hours, till, the Earl of Northamp- 
ton being ſlain, the Parliament's 
Troops got the Victory. The 
ſame Day Sir Villiam Waller fell 

+ 4 | | upon 
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upon the Lord Herbert, as he was 
befieging Glauceſter, killed 500. of 
his Men, and took 1009 Priſoners. 
And about. the Ame 1 
Parliamentarians, at Braddocl - Dozun 
in Cornwall, flew Abundance of. 
them, and took 1200 Priſoners. 


But it is needleſs ta mention all the 


little Encounters, Skirmiſhes, and 
Sieges, that happened during this 


* 


bloody Civil War. 
The Year 1643 began with a. 
Treaty for Peace, which was held 
at Oxford, between the King, and 
Commiſſioners from the Parliament. 
The. Conferences were frequent, 
and ſometimes held till late at 
Night; and in one of. them, when 
the Commiſtoners. preſſed the King 


upon a very material Point, he 


promiſed at laſt to give them a 


ſatisfactory Anſwer in Writing, the 
next Morning; but having, in the 


mean Time, conſulted with ſome 
that were about him, they pre- 
vailed on him (as Whitelack; ſays) 


to alter his Mind; ſo that he gave 
the Commiſſioners an Anſwer quite 
contrary to what he had promiſed; 


the Conſequence of which was, 


that the Treaty broke off, on April 


15, without Succeſs, Preſently af- 
ter, Reading was beſieged and taken 
by the Earl of Een; as. Birming- 
ham and Litchfield were by Prince 
Rupert, and Hereford. by Sir Wil. 
liam Waller, whilſt the Treaty was 
on foot. 1 

On May 26, the Earl of Slaufurd, 
the Parliament's General in the 


Weft, was defeated by Sir Ralph 


Hopton, in the Battle of Stratton. 


On June 18, there was a Fight 


in Chalderave-Field, in which the 
famaus Mr. Hampden, a great Lea- 
der in the Parliament, was ſlain. 
His Death was ſoon followed by 
that of Mr, Pym, a Perſon of great 
- Abilities, and the moſt leading 
Man amongſt them, About this 


ad a ime, Sir 
Ralph Hopton defeated a Party of 
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Time, alſo, ſeveral deſerted the Par. 
liament and went over to the King; 
but ſome of them afterwards came 
back again. Among thoſe who 
turned againſt the Parliament, were 
Sir Jab Het ham, and his Son, who 
had oppoſed the King at Hull. 
They had formed a Deſign, at laſt, 


to deliver up Hull to the King; 


but the Plot being diſcovered 


juſt before it was to have been 


executed, they were both ſeized, 
and ſent up to Landon, where they 
were tried by a Court-Martial, 
condemned, and beheaded on Toy. 
er-Hill. 3 | 

A Plot, was alſo diſcovered, of 
ſtill more Importance, which was 
to ſeize on ſome: of the leading 
Members, ſurprize the City, = 
bring the King. up to diſſolve the 
Parliament. The chief: Conſpira- 
tors were Mr. 
Tompkins and Chaloner, The two 
laſt were hanged ; but Mr. //allr 
was reprieved, and, after a Year's 
Impriſonment, purchaſed his Life 
for 10,000/, This was the fa- 
mous Poet, whoſe Pieces we have 
now. extant, | | 

The Queen having landed at 
Burlington, and ſtaid ſome Time 
at. York, at length joined her Royal 
Conſort at Oxford, with of na; 
Body of Troops, and a conſidera- 
ble Quantity of Artillery and Am- 
munition, which ſhe brought over 
from Holland, | 

On Fuly 5, was fought the Bat- 
tle of Lan/down, in which, though 
the Marqueſs of Hertford, who com: 
manded for the King, loſt almoſt 
all his Horſe, yet Sir William Mal- 
ler was at laſt compelled to quit 
the Field. But Sir William met 
with a worſe Fate on the 13th, 
when, at Noundæuay-Doæun in Wilt- 
fire, he was entirely defeated, 5 


or 6000 of his Men being. killed, 


and co made Priſoners 
Another Addition to the King 
Mt Strength, 


Edmund Waller, 


retire 
above 
the I 
State, 
Prient 
which 
bein 
f21d, 
2 
and h, 
Night 
tle, he 
of his 
Mauri 
took 2 
Thi: 
Memby 
bridge, 


Jof the 
and v. 


began . 
appear 


more t 


of, for 


noth, was the concluding, by 
955 rder, a Ceſſation of „* 
with the Iriſß, that he might have 
the Aſſiſtance of the Forces employ- 
ed there, againſt the Parliament in 
England. But this Meaſure was re- 
preſented ſo odious and ſo popiſh, 
that it did more Miſchief to the 
King's Character, than it added 
Strength to his Party. 


Briſto from the Parliament. And 
on Auguſt 10, the King laid Siege 
to Cloucefler, but the Earl of Ex 
approaching with his Army, he 
thought fit to raiſe it, after he had 
ſat down before the Place almoſt a 
Month, during all which Time the 
| Beſieged made a brave and vigorous 


Defence. The Earl, in his Depar- 


ture from Gloucefler, made himſelf 
Maſter of Cirenceſter. 


On September 20, a long and 


bloody Battle was fought at. New- 


bury. It continued from Morning 


until late at Night, when the hs 
retired with his Army, having lo 

above 20 Officers of Note; as alſo 
the Lord Falkland, Secretary of 
State, He was diſſuaded by his 


Friends from going into the Fight, 
which he need not have done, as 


being no military Officer: But he 
laid, he was weary of the Times, and 
foreſaw much Miſery to his Country, 
and hoped he ſhould be out of it ere 
Night ; and ſo ruſhing into the Bat- 
tle, he was ſlain, in the 34th Year 
of his Age. On the 25th, Prince 
Maurice, Brother to Prince Rupert, 
took Exeter for the King. 

This Year, Oliver Cromwell, 
Member for the' Town of Cam- 
bridge, who from the Beginning 


and vigilant for the Parliament, 
began as (/hizelock expreſſes it) to 
appear to the World, and to be 
more than ordinarily taken Notice 
of, for his military Skill and Con- 


On Fuly 22, Prince Rupert took. 


Jof the War had been very active 


rage. He did good Service for the 


Parliament, when he was only 
a Captain, which ſoon raiſed him 
to the Degree of Colonel, when 
his Services increaſed with + his 
Advancement; and now he was 
made Lieutenant- General to the 


Earl of Manchefter, [Lord Kimbol- 


ton] the Parliament's General for 
Effex, and the adjoining Counties. 
About the End of Jah, the Earl 
of Newcaſtle, deſigning to befiege 
Gainſborough, ſent a large Detach- 
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ment of Horſe and Dragoons, 


under his Brother, Lieutenant- 


General Cavendiſb, to ſummon the 


Town, whilſt himſelf marched af- 
| Oliver Crom. 
abell arriving at the ſame Time, 


ter with the Foot. 


* 


to ſupply the Place with Proviſions, 


though greatly inferior in Num- 
ber, fell reſolutely upon this De- 
tachment, and entirely defeated 


them, killing many of their Officers, 


and among them Cavendiſb him- 
ſelf. After which he retreated in 
good Order, being not in a Con- 
dition to ſace Nedcaftle' whole 
Army; who ſoon after took Poſ- 
ſeſſion both of Gainſborougb and 
Lincoln. : 

After this, the Earl of Maucaffle 
beſieged Hull for ſeveral Weeks; 
but on October 11, the Garriſon 
made ſuch a vigorous Sally as for- 
ced him to raiſe the Siege. The 


ſame Day, a ſtrong Party of Horſe , 


and Dragoons, commanded by the 
Lord Widdrington, was defeated, 


near Horn-Caſtle, by the Earl of 
Mancheſter's Troops, chiefly. by the 


Bravery of Cromwell, though he 
was in great Danger in the Ac-. 
tion, having his Horſe killed un- 
der him, and being again knocked 
down as he was riſing. About 
1500 of the Royaliſts were killed. 
in this Engagement, among whom. 


were the Lord Middrington, Sir 


Ingram Hopton, and other Perſons 

of Quality. In purſuance of this 

Victory, the Earl of Mancheſter 
X 4 march 
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took it by Storm. . 
Not long after, the King thought 
fit, by Proclamation, to ſummon 
ſuch Lords and Commons as had 
deſerted the Parliament at Veſt in- 


fer, to meet as a Parliament at 


Oxford, Accordingly. they aſſem- 
bled on January 22, 1643-4, and 
ſat until April the 16th following, 
when they were prorogued to O#0- 
ber, but never met again. They did 
little of Moment, except helping 
the King to Money, which was the 
chief End for which they were call- 
ed together. | | 


The King viſibly gained Ground 


of the Parliament laſt Year, and 
therefore the two Houſes thought 


it neceſſary to call the Scots to their 


Aid. This was what the Preſby- 


terians, who now prevailed in the 


Parliament, wanted"; for the Scots 


would not give their Aſſiſtance to 


the Parliament of England, but on 
Condition of their bringing the 
Church of England to a Confor- 
mity with that of Scotland. And 
therefore, the firſt Article in the 
reaty, that was made on this Oc- 
caſion, was, that the Solemn League 
and Covenant ſhould be ſworn' to 
and ſubſcribed by both Kingdoms; 
whereby, among other Things, they 
engaged to ae the * 
tion of Prelacy, (or the Govern- 
ment of the Church by Biſhops) 
and the Eftabliſhment of Preſby- 
terianiſm in its Room. The Co- 
venant was accordingly ſent into 
England, and taken by all the 
Members of Parliament, and by 
the Aﬀſembly of Divines, then fit- 
ting at Yeftminſter to conſider of a 
Reformation in the Church. . 
In purſuance of the Treaty a. 
bove mentioned, the Scat, Army 


entered England, about the Time 


that the Oxford Parliament. met : 
It conſiſted. of 18,000 Foot, and 
3000 Horſe, under the Command 
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of the Earl of Levern, and paſl 
the Tine on * ebruary 28, at pf 


Diſtance'fram Neæucaſtle. The Earl 


(now Marqueſs) of Newca/ile march- 
ed from York. to oppoſe or retard, 
their Paſſage; leaving Colonel Bel. 
laſs to command in that City, with 
a good Body of Troops. The 
Lord Fairfax, upon this, advan- 
ced towards York, and wrote to 
his Son to meet him at ſuch a Place. 
To hinder their 
lafis marched from York, and poſt- 
ed himſelf at Selby. Here, being 
Joined, April 11, 1644, they en- 
tirely defeated Bellafis, took him 
Priſoner, with 1600 Men, and 
killed not a few. And now the 
Marqueſs of Newcaſtle, apprehen- 
ſive of being hemmed in between 
the Scorch Army and that of the 
Fairfaxes, made all the Haſte he 
could back to York, and ſhut him- 
ſelf up in that City. He had not 
been long there, before the two 
Armies, Toles joined, came and 
ſat down before it; and ſhortly 
after, the Earl of Manchefter, with 
Cromwell, advanced to ſtrengthen 
the Siege: But upon the News of 
Prince Rupert's Approach with a 
numerous Army, they raiſed the 


Siege on June zo, and went and 


oſted themſelves at Mar/ton- Mour. 
Howe the Prince, not ſatisfied with 
his having relieved York, reſolved 
to fight them, contrary to the Mar- 
queſs of Newcaftle's Opinion, whom 
he treated very haughtily. The 
Armies faced one another two 
Hours, (a deep Ditch being be- 
tween them) waiting who ſhould 
begin. At length, between fix and 


ſeven in the Evening, July 2, the 


Parliament Generals gave the Sig- 
nal, and both Armies were en- 
gaged. The Battle was obſtinate 
and bloody, and fought ſome Time 
with doubtful Succels : But at laſt, 
Prince Rupert was entirely routed, 


and the Parliamentarians got * 
f complete 


union, Bel. 
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omplete Vidory, which was ow- 


ing, in great Meaſure, to Crom- 
aell's Valour and good Conduct. 


The Marqueſs of Nezocaſle, pre- 


ſently after, left the Kingdom, and 
returned no more until after the 
Reſtdration; and Prince Rupert, 
abandoning York, marched towards 


Chefter, with the Remains of his 


Army. York was now furrendered 


-to the Parliament Generals, upon 


honourable Terms, by Sir Thomas 
Gl:nham, who had been left Go- 
vernor of it ; and the Scorch Army, 
marching northward, took New- 
caſtle by Storm, on October 19. 

Let us now take a ſhort View of 
the chief Actions in other Parts of 
the Kingdom this Year. : 
March 29, Sir William Waller 
defeated the Lord Hopron, on Che- 
riton-Doaun, near Alresford; having 
before recovered Arundel-Cafthe, in 
which the famous Mr. Chil/:ng- 
eyorth was made a Priſoner, and 
died ſoon after. | 


The Earl of Ehex and Waller, 


after this, marched to beſiege Ox- 
fard; but the King having found 
Means to withdraw from that City, 
with Part of his Army, they laid 
by their Deſign; Eſex marching 


into the Wen, and Waller follow- 


ing the King, who was retired to 
Warcefler. The Queen, upon E/ 
fex's Approach, left Exeter, where 
ſhe had been lately delivered of 
the Princeſs Henrietta, and with- 
drew into France. Ky 

On June 29, there was a Fight 
at 3 between the King 
and Waller, wherein the latter was 
worſted. 

The King then followed Ehex in- 
to the Veſt, where he penned him 
up in Cornwall, and reduced him to 
ſuch Extremity, that having lucki- 
ly found Means to ſave his Caval- 
Ty, he withdrew by Ship to Ply- 


#outh, leaving his Foot with Ma- 


jor-General Skippon, who capitu- 


lated for them with the King, and. 
they were permitted to retire, leav- 


ing their Arms behind them. 
The King, upon this Advantage, 
thought of marching directly to 
London; but altering his Reſolution, 
upon the Vigilance of the Parlia- 
ment in recruiting their Armies, 
and the People not coming in to 
him, at the Places through which 
he paſſed, as he expected, he de- 
termined to retire to his old Quar- 


. ters at Oxford. But firſt he had a 


Mind to take Dennington-Caſtle, and 
ſo marched to Newbury, which is 
about a Mile from it. Upon this, 
the three Armies of the Parliament, 
under Ex, Mancheſter, and Waller, 
being joined, advanced thither alio. 


And here a ſecond Battle was 


fought, on October 27, as obſtinate 
as the former, each Side repulſing 


the other by Turns. The King 


in the End had the worſt. of it, 
though he was far from being en- 


tirely routed, He drew off in the 


Night, leaving his Cannon and 
Baggage in Dennington-Caſtle. He 
might have come worſe off, if there 
had not been a Diſſention amon 

the Parliament Generals; whic 

he being apprized of, returned a 
few Days after with his Army, and 


took away what he had left in the 
Caſtle in Sight of the Enemy, 
without their offering to engage 


him. The Earl of Efex had quit- 
ted the Army, ſome Days before 
the Battle; and Cromwe!ll after- 
wargs accuſed the Earl of Mapebe/+ 
ter of not having done his Duty 
in it, inſinuating, that he was a- 
fraid of putting too ſpeedy an End 


to the War; which, according to 


the Parliament, could not be ſafe- 


ly done, without ſufficiently hum- 


bling the King. 


Charles Lewis, the Elector Pa- 


latine, Brother to Prince Rupert, 
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came to London this Year, to re- 


fide there under the Protection of 
the Parliament, who allowed him 


an hon6arzble Penſion. I 


On FJamary 4, 1644-5, the Lords 


paſſed the Ordinance for laying 


aſide the Book of Common-Prayer, 
and eſtabliſhing the Directory, which, 
had been drawn up by the Aſſem- 
And thus the. 
Worſhip was ap- 
pointed in the Church of England, 


bly of Divines. 
Preſbyterian 


to the great Joy of the Scots, and 
many of the principal Members of 
both Houſes. A Bill of Attainder 
againſt Archbiſhop Laud havin 

paſſed both Houſes, he was behead- 


ed on the 10th of the fame Month, 


On the zotb, a Treaty began at tc . 
in order to which, it was neceſſary. - 


Ukxbridpe, between Commiſhoners 
from the King and Parliament, in 
order to a Peace; but it had no bet- 
ter Succeſs than that at Oxford. 
Both Sides was defirous of a Peace, 
but ict was in their own Way, other- 
wiſe both choſe to. continue the 
War;. the King, rather than part 
with his Prerogative ; and the Par- 
liament, rather than leave it in his 
Power to govern as formerly : So 


that, though there was no Like- 


hood of theſe Treaties coming to 
any Thing, yet both Sides were 
willing to ſhew a Deſire of Peace, 
if it was only to amuſe the Peo- 


ple, and take Advantage of one 


another, 
A Party, about this Time, ſprang 
up, that in the End got the better 


both of the King and Parliament. 


Theſe were the Independants, ſo 
called from their being againſt 
the Dependency of Churches, and 
conſequently againſt all national 
Churches, as well Preſbyterian as 
Epiſcopal. They were at firſt uni- 


ted with the Prefbyterians in Par- 
ſelf ſtill pretended to be ſo, the 


liament, and went Hand in Hand 
with them, until they had got the 
Ring in their Power, and then 
they began to act more openly. 


CHARLES I. 


Oliver Cromwell, à Perſon of un. 
common Valour, great Parts, and 


profound Diffimulation, was their 
chief Patron; he made uſe of 


them 'to pull down the Power of 


the Preſbyteriats, who at this Time 


bore all the Sway, and were as 


rigid againſt all who conformed not 


to their new Hierarchy, as ever 
the Biſhops had been. To the In- 
dependants were joined other re- 
ligious Sects, equally Enemies to 
the Preſbyterians, as alſo. the Re- 


publicans of all Sorts, who were 


nemies to Monarchy; but all 
uſually confounded, by our Hiſto- 
rians, under the general Name of 
Independants. The firſt Thing was 
to get the Army on their Side, 


to have it new modelled. This 
was artfully brought about, chief. 
ly by CromwelPs Means, on Pre- 
tence of putting a more ſpeedy 
End to the War. At the ſame 
Time, he. and his. Aﬀociates took 


Advantage of the Complaints a- 


gainſt the Partiality, of the Parlia- 
ment, in engroſſing all Places of 
Truſt and Profit to themſelves, to 
get an Ordinance paſſed for exclude- 


10g all Members of Parliament from 


all Offices Civil and Military; which 
was called the Self- denyiig Ordi- 
nance, By Virtue of this Ordi- 
nance, the Earl of Ehex, the Earl 
of Manchefter, Sir William Waller, 
Major-General May, and others, 
generally Favourers of the Prelby- 
terian Party, were, in 1645, te- 
moved from their Commands in the 
Army ; and thoſe put in their Room, 
who were Friends to the Independ- 
ants. Sir Thomas Fairfax, who 


was commiſſioned” General of the 


new-modelled Army, was indeed 
a Preſbyterian, and Cromavell him- 


better to earry on his ſecret De- 
ſigns in the Parliament, and with 


the new General, over amy +" 
| & 
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had ſuch an Influence, that he made 
him do juſt as he pleaſed, 

Whilſt the General was at Wind- 
;r, forming his Army upon the 
new Model, he was ordered by 
the Committee of both Kingdoms, 
to ſend a Party of Horſe to lie be- 
tween Oxford and Worcefter, to in- 
tercept ſome Froops that were 
marching to join the King ; and 
they recommended Cromwell for 
that Service; who, about the End 
of April, met with a Brigade of 
the King's Horſe, confifting of 
four Regiments, at /ip- bridge, and 
entirely defeated them. | 

The King took the Field on May 
7, and, on the zoth, took Leice/- 
ter by Storm. Upon this, Fair- 
fax was ordered to raiſe the Siege 
of Oxford, which he had juſt be- 
gun, and to keep cloſe to the King. 


He marched therefore on June 7, 


and being apprehenſive a Battle 
would ſoon enſue, wrote to the. 
Parliament to diſpenſe with Crom- 
welPs Abſence from the Houſe, and 
appoint him Lieutenant-General 


of the Horſe; which was done ac- 


cordingly, and he was the only 


Member of Parliament, who kept 


his Poſt in che Army, after the 
Self-denying Ordinance, of which he 
himſelf had been the chief Pro- 
moter. If this was owing to his 
Intrigues, it muſt be equally ow- 
ing to the Opinion the Parliament 
had of his Ability and rare Ta- 
lents for War. : 

_ Cromwell” having accordingly 
joined Fairfax, on June 14, was 
fought the famous Battle of Na/edy, 
in Northamptonſhire, which decided 
the Quarrel between the King and 
the Parliament. Prince Rupert, 
who commanded the King's Right 
Wing, gave the firſt Charge, and 


engaged the Parliament's Left Wing, 


commanded by Colonel Jreton, with 
ſuch Reſolution, that he foon put 


OY 
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them to Flight, But whilſt be 


purſued the flying Troops too far, 


ſo furiouſly on the King's 
Wing, commanded by Sir Marma- 
duke Longdale, that he forced them 


Cromwell, who commanded the 
Parliament's Right Wing, charged 
ft 
NA 


from their Body, and quite broke 


them and their Reſerve, After 


which, joining with Fairfax, he 


charged the King's Foot, wha had 
beaten the Parliament's, and thought 
themſelves ſure of the Victory; 


but being now in Confuſion, and 
having no. Horie to ſupport them, 


they were eaſily routed by Fairfax 
and Cromwell, Prince Rupert at 
laſt came back and joined the King, 
but not being able to rally their bro- 
ken Troops, they. were forced to. 

uit. the Field, leaving a compleat 
Vidory to the Parliament's Forces, 


Above 150 of the King's. Officers 
and Gentlemen of Quality were ſlain, 


moſt of his. Foot were made Pri- 


ſoners, all his Cannon and Baggage 


taken, with 8000 Arms, and other 
rich Booty; among which was alſo 
the King's Cabinet, with his moſt 
ſecret Papers, and Letters between, 
him and his Queen; which ſhewed, 


how contrary. his Counſels, with, her. 


were to thoſe he declared to. the 
Kingdom. | : 
After this ſignal Victory, nothing 
could ſtand before the Parliament's. 
Forces. Leiceſter was retaken four 
Days after; and then Fairfax march- 


ing into the Weſt, relieved; Tauaton, 


and defeated General Goring at Lang- 
port. This was ſoon follawed = 
the Taking of. Bridgewater, Bath, 


and Sherburn ; whilſt Cromwell made: 


himſelf Maſter of. the Caſtle of the 
Dewizes, of Winche/ter City and. 


Caſtle, - and took Baſing- Houſe by 
Storm. Briſtol was- ſurrendered by. 


Prince Rupert, September 10. A 


the King, marching to the Relief of 


Cheſter, was defeated near that City 


by 
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y the Parliament's Forces, Septem- 

er 24. He narrowly eſcaped into 

- Wales, and from thence retired to 
Oxford, November 6. From whence 
he ſent Meſſage after Meſſage to the 
two Houſes, for a Perſonal Treaty, 
but all te no Purpoſe. The total 
Abolition of Epiſcopacy, in par- 


/ fiſted upon, he would never con- 
ſent to. dn the North, the Scots 
Army took Carliſie in June, and 


Pomfret and Scarborough Caſtles fur- 


rendered to the Parliament in July. 
January 18, 1645-6, Fairfax took 
Dartmouth by Storm, and defeated 
the Lord Hopton at Torrington, Fe- 
bruary 18. After this, he purſued 
him into Cornwall, and ſo pent 
him up, that on March 14, he ca- 
pitulated, his whole Army to be 
diſbanded in fix Days, and all the 
Horſes and Arms to be delivered 
up to Fairfax, who, by the Sur- 
render of Exeter, April 6, 1646, 
compleated the Reduction of the 
Ne to the Power of the Parlia- 
ment. LOO: 
After this, it was reſolved to lay 
Siege to Oxford, where the King 


proach, his Majeſty made his 
cape, and went and threw himſelf 
into the Hands of the Scots Army, 
then lying before Newark, He ar- 


preſently after, ordered Newark 
to -be ſurrendered to them. Then 
they marched to Newcaſtle, carry- 
ing the King with them ; from 


the Parliament, and they ſent him 
their Propoſitions, which he did not 


dered June 22, and the few remain- 
ing Garriſons ſoon after. And thus 
the whole Kingdom was ſubjected to 
the Obedience of the two Houſes. ' 
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ticular, which the Parliament in- . 


was: But upon Fairfax's 3 1 
rived there on May 6, 1646, and. 


whence he ſent more Meſſages to. 


think fit to agree to. Oxford ſurren- 


And now the Parliament conſult. 
how to get the King out of the 


Hands of the Scots, and to fend 
them back into their own Country, 
At laſt, it was agreed, that they 
ſhould have 400,000 J. for the Ar. 
rears due ta them, one Moiety to 


be paid before their going home, 
and the other at ſtated Times. And 


ſo after ſeyeral Debates about the 
Diſpoſal of the King's Perſon, the 
Scots haying received the 200, ooo l. 
on January 30, 1640 77 delivered 
him up to the Commiſſioners of the 
Parliament of England, who were 
ſent down to Newcaſtle to receive 
him. The ſame Day their Army 
began to march for Scotland, and 
the King was conducted to Holmby- 
Houſe in Northamptonſhire ; where 
he arrived, February 16. 

The King, being ſubdued, the 
Conquerors began now to fall out a- 
mong themſelves. This was occa- 
ſioned by the different Views of the 
Preſbyterians and Independants: The 
former were for graſping at the whole 
Power, and ſuppreſſing all who 
would not conform to their Eſta- 
bliſhment, whom they branded with 
the Name of Se&aries. The Inde- 
pendants were ſworn Enemies to 
their Hierarchy, and were for ſuch. 
a Settlement, wherein Liberty of 
Conſcience might be ſecured, 28 
well againſt Prefbytery as Epiſcopa- 
＋ The Parliament and the City 
of London were moſtly Pre ſbyterians, 
and the Army almoſt wholly Inde- 
pendants. The Parliament there- 
fore, in order to cruſh the Indepen- 
dants, were preſently for breaking 
the Army, by ſending ſome into In- 
land, and diſbanding the reſt. But 
the Army reſolved not to diſband or 
ſeparate, till ſuch a Settlement was 
made as they deſired. Thus the In- 
dependants were determined to rub 
the Preſbyterians, to prevent their 
own Deſtruction. bh order to 
this, Cromavell, whilſt he ſeemed 
to go with the Parliament, artfully 

WT] Promote 
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promoted a Spirit of Diſcontent and 
Oppoſition in the Army. He had 
ſeveral Officers, who acted by his 
Direction, as Jreton, Rainſborougb, 
Flettwood, Lambert; Harriſon; &c. 
who appeared openly in the Buſi- 
neſs, whilſt he ated more ſecretly 
and underhand. And the Death of 
the Earl of E/ex, which happened 
September 26, 1646, made it eaſier 
for him to carry on his Deſigns. 
To ſtrengthen 7 the more 
againſt the -Deſigns of the Preſby- 
terians in Parliament, the common 
Soldiers, no doubt at the Inftigati- 
on of ſome of their Leaders, formed 
a new Council, called the Council of 
Agitators, by chuſing Deputies out 
of each Regiment, few above the 
Degree of Corporals and Serjeants, 
to manage their, Aﬀairs, and debate 
about Matters to be brought to the 
General's Council of Officers. The 
Animoſities increaſing more and 
more, it was feared the Parliament, 
the better to. ſubdue the Army, 
would cloſe with- the King almoſt 
on any Terms, Wherefore the A- 
gitators, being inftigated, as it is 
thought, by Cromwell, ſent Cornet 
Joyce, one of their Body, with a 
Detachment of 50 Horſe, to take 
the King from the Parliament's 
Commiſſioners at Holmby, and bring 
him away to the Army; which he 
boldly and reſolutely effected, on 
June 4, 1647. Thus the Army, 
being Maſters of the King's Per- 
ſon, in a little Time became Maſ- 
ters of the Parliament too, and 
managed every Thing juſt as they 
pleaſed; agreeably to what Crom- 
well is reported to have ſaid to his 


an ntimate Friends, That now. he had 
150 pot the King into his Hands, he had 
[n- Phe Parliament inahis Pocket. ' 

bs On June 16, the Army drew up 


WP Charge of Treaſon againſt 11 
embers of the Houſe of Com- 


Pons, the Chiefs of the Preſbyte- 
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rian Party, for betraying the Cauſe 
of the Parliament, endeavouring to 
break and deftrgy the Army, e. 
Theſe were Hollis, Stapleton, Clot- 
worthy, Glyn, Nichols, Long, Lewis, 
Harley, Waller, Maſſey, and May- 
nard : Nor would they be ſatisfied 
till they withdrew from the Houle ; 
which was all the Army wanted. 
The Parliament had ſettled the 
Militia of London, according to the 
Deſire of the Citizens, in the Hands 
of the Prefbyterians; but being 
over-awed by the Army, they re- 
yoked their Ordinance, and ſettled 
it as it was before. Upon this the 
Common-Council petitioned to have 
it again ſettled in their own Way: 
And at the ſame Time, Fuly 26, a 
reat Multitude of Citizens, young 
en and Apprentices, ſtirred up, no 
doubt, by the leading Preſbyterians 
in the City, came in a tumultuous 
Manner to the Parliament-Houſe, 
and compelled them by Threats 


and Violence to do it, and alſo to 
vote that the King ſhould come 


to London, Then they adjourned 
for ſome Days; and in the mean 
Time, the two. Speakers, and a great 
many Members of both Houſes, 
fled to the Army for Protection. 
When the Remnant of the Parlia- 
ment met, they choſe them new 
Speakers, and paſſed ſeveral Votes, 
diſagreeable to the Army. Upon 
this the Army marched to London, 
where the Citizens were railing 
Forces, reftored the two Speakers 
and the Members to their Seats, 
on Auguſt 6, and made the Parlia- 
ment revoke all that had been 
done fince Fuly 26. And from this 
Time, the two Houſes were wholly 
governed by the Army. | | 
As to the King, he was obliged 
to attend all the Motions of the 
Army fince his late Seizure, till, 
upon their Approach to London, he 
was cond ated to Hampton-Court, 
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| Aupuſt 24. He was treated with 
a pea and Civility; by the 
Heads of the Army, and had uli 
dus Honours paid him, though, in 
reality, he was no better than their 
riſener. Cromwell was actually in 
Treaty with him to reſtore him, an 
It is very likely, he was ſincere in 
it. Nay, even the Agitators of the 
Army were once for reſtoring him, 
and Propoſals were drawn up for 
his Aſſent; but upon his Majefty's 
rejecting them, they turned as vio- 
lently againſt him, imagining that 
he was more inclined to the Scots 
and Preſbyterians than to them. 
And now they were very much 
enraged againſt Cromwell, as ſup- 
poling him to be ſtill carrying on 
ome private Treaty with the King, 
ſo that he was under a Neceſſity, 
in order to preſerve himſelf, to 
reconcile himſelf to them, and 
wholly to abandon the King's In- 
tereſt, Others ſuppoſe the Reaſon 
to be, his having diſcovered, by in- 
tercepted Letters to the Queen, 
that the King did not deal ſin- 
cerely with him; upon which he 
complained that the King could not 
be truſted. Others will have Crom- 
-wel's whole Conduct towards the 
King to be nothing but Hypocriſy 
and Diſſimulation. However it be, 
the whole Army was at laſt united 
againſt the King, Some Time 
before Cremwe/Ps Reconciliation 
with the Agitators, they were ſo 
furious, that they threatened to 
ſeize on the Perſon of the King; 
and upon Cromwell's advertiſing 
him. of the Danger he was in, 


- g18 


his Majeſty eſcaped in the Night 


from Hampton-Court, and, on We- 
vember 13, went over to the Je of 
Wight, to Colonel Hammond the 
Governor, who lodged him in Ca- 
riſbrook-Caftle, where he was as 
much a Priſoner as he was before. 


But fome think, that his' Majeſty's 


* 8225 I 4 


I E S E; 


oing thither was parely the Effed 

— {i Aide. that be ſo 
might have the more Leiſure to th 
pr the Prajects he had formed, a 
However this be, (for this is a very 1 
dark and obſcure Period, wherein ty 
the Politicks of Men and Parties — 


were laid very deep,) upon the 
King's rejecting the four, Bills the po 
arliament ſent him, as Prelimina- | 


ries to a Perſonal Treaty, one of 355 
which was for inveſting the Mi. —— 
litia in the two Houſes, there were wh 
many bitter Speeches made againſt bow 
him in the Houſe of Commons, 4 5 
particularly by Cromwell and Ireton; Fey: 
and, at laſt, the Houſe reſolv. ed ( 
ed, January 3, 1647-8, (being fill 8 
under the Influence of the Army,) and 
That no more Addreſſes ſhould be 0 
made to the King, nor Meſſages ! T 
receiyed from him; and to this, ear! 
the Lords ſome Days after agreed, 8 40 
the Army now promiſing to ad- unde! 
here to the Parliament againſt the the ( 
Ling, on whom Hanmend wat three 
ordered to have à ſtricter Guard liame 
than before, upon Information, that Place: 
Endeavours had been uſed to rel- They 
cue him. The King had con- nel. H 
cluded a private Treaty with the wall - 
Scots Commiſſioners, a little be- having 
fore he rejected the Parliament's fout March 
Bills. broke-( 
The King being reduced to this diege 
melancholy Condition, by Means of entire 


the Army, his Friends, who ever 
fince the Beginning of the War 
were called Cavaliers, (as the op- 
poſite Party were called Round. 
heads, from the riotous Appret- 
tices having their Hair cut ſhot 
and round) began to ſtir for him 
in ſeveral Parts of the Kingdon, 
in which they were joined by tie 
Preſbyterians, from their Hatred 
to the Independants. Even te 
Parliament, who were ſtill mol- 
ly Preſbyterians, though they had 
loſt their Leaders, had not go 

uy 
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they had not been over-awed by 
the Army. What much encourag- 
ed the Inſurrections in England, was 
the Proſpe& of a powerful Aſſiſ- 
tance from Scotland: For the Score, 
not being conſulted in the laſt Pro- 
oluions to the King, were of- 
ended; and it was known, that, 
purſuant to the Treaty between 
the King and them, they were to 
invade Exgland with a great Army, 
which the Duke of Hami/zon, who 
made uſe of the Covenant only. as 
2 Pretence, had found Means to 
raiſe, and of which he was declar- 
ed General, contrary to the Senti- 
ments of the &x4 Commiſſioners, 
and the zealous Covenanters, headed 
by the: Marqueſs of drape 

Theſe Troubles broke out pretty 
early in the Year 1648. The firſt 
who took Arms were the Yelp, 
under Major-General Langhorn, and: 
the Colonels. Peper and Powel, all 
three formerly zealous for the Par- 
lament. They had ſeized ſeveral 
Places, and- were near 8000 ſtrong. 
They were. furſt defeated by Colo- 
nel. Horton, ſent. before by Crom- 
well; who arriving ſoon after, and 
having taken ſome Places in his 
March, by the Surrender of Pem- 
broke-Cajite upon Articles, after a 


ww _— "EA 


4a  EÞ; Shs” pond =o wwe IU 


his Siege of above a Month, put an 
of entire End to the Commotions in 
ver Wales. Langhorn, Poyer, and Poabel, 
Var who ſurrendered: Priſoners at Diſ- 


retion, being condemed, ſomg 
ime after, by. a. Court-Martial, 
pnly one of them was to die, for 
which they were to draw Lots; 
ich falling on. Poyer, he was ac- 
ordingly ſhot to Death. 


the In the mean Time General Fair- 
tel E (now a Lord by the Death of 
the us Father) ſucceſsfully oppofed the 
z. I lalcontents in Kent under Goring, 
had ho had been made Earl of Nor- 
z008 ich. He defeated: him at Maid- 
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ſach Lengths againſt the King, if /orz, and drove him with. his Mei 


into Ehen, where ſeveral had roſe 
for the King, under Lord Capel, 
Sir Charles Lucas, and Sir George- 
Lifle. He forced them to ſhut them- 
ſelves. up in Calcbeſter, where they 
endured a long Siege, and at laſt 
were compelled to ſurrender. Lucas 
and Zife were ſhot to Death; and 
Goring, and Capel, were fent Pri- 
ſoners to Wind/or-Cafth. Some 
Time before the Earl of Hollands 
Villiers Duke of Buckingham, and 
his I F 2 ata: 
at King ſton games, by Colo- 
nel Livy. The Earl was taken 
Priſoner, the Duke fled into France, 
and the Lord Francis was flain. 

The Scots Army under Duke Ha- 
milton, amounting to near 20, ooo, 
entered England in July, and were 
joined by about gooo Engliß, un- 
der Sir Marmaduke Langdale. Crom- 
auell, after he had finiſhed his Work 
in Yajs, marched with all Expe- 
dition to join Lambert in the North; 
and, Auguſt 17, near Preflon in Lan- 
caſbire, totally routed and diſperſed 
this great Army, the Duke in his 
Flight being taken Priſoner. Crom- 
well then marched directly into Scot- 
land, and arriving at Edinburgh, di- 
veſted the Hamiltonian Party of their 
Authority; and after oy been 
greatly careſſed and magnificently 
treated, returned in Triumph to 
England. ä 

At the Beginning of theſe Trou- 
bles, the Preſbyterian Party, in the 
Houſe, in the City, and other Places, 
began to reſume their Courage. Se- 
veral Petitions were preſented for a 
Perſonal Treaty with the King; and 
when the Army was removed from 
London into different Parts of the 
Nation, the ſecluded Members and 
others who had abſented themſelves 
having returned to their Seats, the 
Votes of no more Addreſſes were 
repealed, and it was 3 ” 
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both Houſes, to enter into a Perſo- 
nal Treaty with the King, that Neaw- 
port in the JE of Wight ſhould be 
the Place of Treaty, and that his 
Majeſty ſhould be there with Ho- 
nour, Freedom, and Safety; and 
five Lords, and ten Commoners, 
were nominated Commiſſioners for 
this Treaty. But the Debates were 
ſo artfully ſpun out by the Inde- 

ndants in the Houſe, eſpecially 
ir Henry Vane, who ſeemed to con- 
ſent to the Treaty on purpoſe to 
delay it by ſtarting new Difficulties, 
that it was not agreed upon, till 
Cromwell had finiſhed Matters in 


Wales, and was marched towards 


the North. And Vane being named 
one of the Commiſſioners, uſed the 
ſame Arts to delay Matters after- 
wards,” ſo that the Treaty did not 
begin till the 18th of September, a 
Month after Cromwell had defeated 
the Scors, and the Army had been 
every where victorious. By the 
ſame Means the Treaty itſelf was 
rolonged, till Cromwell had ſent 
Part of his Troops to reinforce Fair- 
fax, who then had his Head-Quar- 
ters at Windſor. And now the Ar- 
my was reſolved to break off the 
Treaty by Force. Accordingly Co- 
lonel Exver, on Nowember 18, pre- 
ſented to the Commons a Remon- 
ſtrance from the Army, wherein they 
deſired, That the Treaty might be 
laid afide, and that the King might 
come no more to Government, Ke | 
be brought to Juſtice, as the capi- 
tal Cauſe of all the Evils in the 


of Petitions againſt the Treaty, and 
for Juſtice on the King, prefented to 
the General from the ſeveral Regi- 
ments, particularly from thoſe under 
Cromnvell, whilſt he was yet in the 
North, on his Return from Scotland. 
And now the Fate of the unhap- 
py King came on apace. 
I 
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and the Army marched towards 


Kingdom, and of ſo much Blood 
being ſhed. This was in Purſuance 


On No- 


vember 21, the General recalled Co. 
lonel Hammond from the Iſe of Wight, 
and ſent Colonel Eæ,wer to take 
Cbarge of the King's Perſon, who 
kept him in ſtrict Cuſtody. On 
the zoth, his Majeſty was brought 
over to Hur Caſtle in Hampſhire ; 


London, and publiſhed a Declara- 
tion of the Reaſons of their take. 
ing this Step. Two Days after, the 
General and other Officers; with ſe. 
veral Regiments, came and quar. 
tered at Whitehall, Si. James's, the 
Meuſe, and other Places thereabouts, 
Netwithſtanding this, the Com- 
mons, on Monday, December 4, re- 
ſumed the Debates on the King's 
Concefſions, which continuing all 
Day and Night till Five in the 
Morning, they at laſt voted, That 
the ſaid Conceſſions were ſufficient 
Grounds for ' ſettling the Peace of 
the Kingdom ; and then adjourned 
to Wedne/day. On which Day, ſome 
Regiments of Horſe and Foot, hav 
ing poſſeſſed themſelves of all the 
Avenues to the Parliament-Houſe, 
ſeized on one- and- forty Members 
as they offered to go in, and the 
next Day denied Entrance to neat 
an Hundred more. Thus the Prel- 
byterians being excluded, the Houſe 
of Commons from this Time con- 
ſited wholly of Independants and 
their Friends, who were diſpoſed to 
comply with whatever the Army 
dictated. Cromævell arrived in Tow! 
the Night between theſe two Inter- 
ruptions, and the next Day receivel 
the Thanks of the Houſe for hi 
great Services. 

On December 23, the Commons 
appointed a-Committee to draw u 
a Charge againſt the King, who+ 
bout the fame Time was brought 

from Hur/ft-Caftle to Windſor, u bet 
the Council 'of War ordered all 

the uſual Ceremonies, ſuch as ſer 

ing him upon the Knee, to be — 
— ande 
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aſide. Soon after, the Committee 
reported an Ordinance for * 
ing Charles Stuart, King of Eng- 
land, of High- Treaſon; which be- 
ing agreed to by the Houſe, Janu- 
ary 2, 1648-9, was carried up to the 
Lords for their Concurrence ; and 


upon their rejecting it, the Com- 


mons voted, 1. That the People are, 
under God, the Original of all juſt 
Power. 2. That the Commons of Eng- 
land, choſen by, and repreſenting the 
People, are the ſupreme Power of the 


. Nation. 3. That whatſoever is en- 


acted or declared for Law, by the Com- 
mons aſſembled in Parliament, hath the 
F. * a Law, though the Conſent of 
the King and Houſe of Peers be not 
had thereto. At the ſame Time they 
made an Ordinance for erecting a 
High-Court of Fuſtice, for trying the 
King, who was brought from Wind- 


for to St. James's on the 19th. The 


next Day this unprecedented Trial 
began, the Court fitting in Mes- 


* minſter- Hall, having choſen Ser- 
jeant Bradſhaw for their Preſident. 


'The Subſtance of the Charge was, 
That the King had endeavoured to 
ſet up a tyrannical ,Power, and to 
that End had raifed and maintained 
a cruel War againft the Parliament. 
The King behaved with Dignity, 
making no other Anſwer, but deny- 
ing the Authority of the Court. 
The ſame he did on the 22d, and 
23d. At laſt, being brought before 
them a fourth Time, on January 27, 
he earneſtly deſired, before Sentence, 
to be heard before the Lords and 
Commons (intending, as it is thought, 
to reſign his Crown to his eldeſt 
Son;) but his Requeſt was not grant- 
ed. And fo, ſtill perfiſting in dif- 


321 
owning the Juriſdiction of the Court, 
and conſequently in his Refuſal to 
anſwer to the Charge, his Silence 
was taken for a Confeſſion, and Sen- 
tence of Death was paſſed upon him: 
Purſuant to which, he was, on Jaun - 
30, beheaded on a Scaffold erect- 
2 the Street near the Windows 
of the Bangueting-Houſe at White- 
hall, ſhewing as great a Firmneſs, 
Reſolution, and Reſignation to the 
laſt, as he had done in all his Suf- 
ferings. The Day. before his Exe- 
cution, he was permitted to ſee his 
Children, the Princeſs Elizabeth and 
the Duke of Gloucefter, the only ones 
then in England; which was, per- 
haps, as tender a Scene, as is to be 
met with in Hiſtory. | 
King Charles was certainly a Man 
of great Abilities, and many excel- 
lent Qualities. He was ſtrictly ſo- 
ber, chaſte, temperate, and conſtant 
in bis Devotions, both publick and 
22 Happy had it been for 
imſelf, and the Nation, if he had 
been as good a King, as he was a 
Man. His aiming at more Power 
than the Conſtitution allowed, was 
the firſt Cauſe of his Misfortunes: 
The falſe Steps afterwards commit- 
ted, the Aſcendant the Queen, and 


thoſe he truſted, had over him, in- 


creaſed the Diſtempers of his Reign: 
And his loſing entirely the Confi- 
dence of his People, with the claſh- 
ing Intereſts of Parties, violent and 
furious in their Oppoſition to each 
other, at laſt compleated his Ruin, 
after a troubleſome Reign of 23 
Years, 10 Months, and 3 Days. 
His Corpſe was carried to Mindſor, 
and privately interred in S. George's 
Chapel. 
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The COM MON WEA LTH of Exc Axp. 


A R the Death of King 
. Charles I. there was an 
Interregnum of eleven Years and 
Four Months, during which Time 
there was a total Eclipſe of the 
Royal Family, and the Government 
of England underwent various Forms 
and Shapes. The firſt was that of 
a pure Democracy or Commonwealth; 
for the King was no ſooner dead, 
but the Remnant of the Houſe of 
Commons, called afterwards the 
Rump, ſcarce above eighty in Num- 
ber, but many of them Men of a 
ſurprizing C-enius and an uncom- 
mon Capacity, aſſuming to them- 
ſelves'theName of Parliament, paſſed 
an Act, forbidding the Proclaiming 
of Charles Stuart, eldeſt Son of the 
late King, or any other Perſon, 
upon Pain of High-Treaſon, Then 
they reſolved, that thoſe who had 
aſſented to the Vote, that the late 
King's Conceſſions were a Ground 
to proceed to a Settlement, ſhould 
not be re-admitted to fit as Mem- 


bers; who were therefore com- + 
monly called the /ecluded Members. 


On February 5, they voted that the 
"Houſe of Peers was uſeleſs and 
dangerous; and accordingly paſſed 
an Act for aboliſhing it. The 
Lords had only the Liberty allowed 
them, of being elected Members 


of Parliament, in common with - 


other Subjects; which ſome few 
of them accepted, as the Earls of 
Pembroke, and Saliſbury, and the 
Lord Edward Howard; but the. 
greateſt Part rejected it. Then, to 
compleat the Work, they reſolved 


and declared, that as the Office of 


King in this Nation had been found 
to be unneceſſary, burdenſome, and 
dangerous to the Liberties of the 
People, it ſhould therefore be ut- 


terly aboliſhed 3 and that the Nu. 
tion ſhould be governed by the ( 
Repreſentatives of the People un- 
der the Form of 'a Commonwealth, f 
A new Oath, called he Engagemen, t 
was enjoined, to be true and faith. d 
ful to 'the 'Government eſtabliſhed b 
without King or Houſe of Peers, F 
A-new Great-Seal was prepared, 1 
which was committed to certain, c: 
—_— —_—_ Title of the ſe 
Keepers of the Liberty of England tl 
the — of Parliament — k n. 
Writs and publick Orders were to ſh 
run in their Name. And finally, 41 u} 
Council of State was appointed, de 
eonſiſting of 39 Perſons, for the by 
Adminiſtration of publick Afairs nc 
under the Parliament; whoſe Powers th 
were to continue for one whole Ei 
Year, and then a new Council of 
State to be choſen. And thus the of 
Commonwealth Government wa no 
fully eſtabliſhed. Pe 
In March, a new High-Court of rit 
Juſtice was ere&ed, of which Brad. to 
aw was again Preſident, for the Ire 
Trial of Duke Hamilton, (as Earl Or 
of Cambridge) the Earls of Holland the 
'and Norevich, the Lord Capel, and tha 
Sir John Omen, for being con- we. 
cerned in the late Invaſion and age 
Inſurrections. They were all con- tre: 
demned to die. But upon ther anc 
titioning the Parliament, their wo 
ardon or Execution was to hac 
determined by the Votes of the bei 
Houſe; when Duke Hamilton and it f 
Lord Capel were "caſt, and vt it 
Jobn Owen ſaved, by a conſidera- to 
ble Majority. The Houſe being Par 
equally divided as to the Earls cf Jon 
Holland and Norwich, the form! ove. 
was caſt, and the latter ſaved b) the 
the ſingle Vote of the Speake!, afte 


Accordingly Hamilton, en — 
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Capel, were ſoon after beheaded on a 
Scaffold before Weftminſter- Hall. 

It was now-thought fit to aboliſh 
the Council of Agitators, who were 
ſaid at firſt to have been ſet up by 
Cromæuell and his Aﬀociates, to op- 
oſe the Preſbyterians Project of diſ- 
—— the Army, in order to ruin 
the Independants. They had now 
done their Maſter's Work, and had 
been the chief Inſtruments in all the 
late Tranſactions. And, leſt they 
ſhould take it in their Heads to 
carry Matters farther than the pre- 
ſent Rulers (between whom and 
the Officers of the Army there was 
now a perfect Harmony) cared they 
ſhould, thoſe who at firſt ſet them 
up, judged it expedient to put them 
down ; which was at length effeted 
by Fairfax and Cromnvell, though 
not without much Difficulty from 
the Oppoſition they made, and ſome 
Effuſion of Blood. 

The Parliament (as the Remnant 
of the Houſe of Commons was 
now called) had not been long in 
Poſſeſſion of the ſupreme Autho- 
rity, before they found it neceſſary 
to turn their Thoughts towards 
Ireland. After the Marqueſs of 
Ormond had made a Treaty with 
the 1ri/h, and, in Conſequence of 
that Treaty, the Engliſh Forces 
were called home, to aſt 
againſt the Parliament, the 4+ 
treacherouſly broke the Articles, 
and joining againſt the Marqueſs, 
would have ſurprized him, if he 


had not eſcaped to Dublin; but 


being in no Condition to keep 


it for the King, rather than deliver 
it up to the Iriſb, he gave it up 
to the Engliſh ſent over by the 
Parliament, (who made Colonel 
Jones Governor of it) and came 
over to England ſome Time before 
the — Death, from whence he 
afterwards repaired to the Prince. 


And now the Jriſþ ſollicited his 
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ſt the King 


—— —— 


Return, promiſing hereafter to ſub- 
mit to him as the King's Lieu- 
tenant. He therefore went back, 
and put himſelf at the Head of 
the /ri/ Army; and having taken 
ſeveral Places, was preparing to 
beſiege Dublin. In this Exigeney, 
the Governors of the new Com- 
monwealth thought fit to ſend over 
a good Body of Forces for the 
Relief of Ireland. Oliver Crom- 
well was appointed General for 
this Expedition, and Lord Gover- 
nor of that Iſland, both for Ci- 
vil and Military Affairs, for three 
Vears. He loſt no Time in making 
all the neceſſary Preparations for 
his Departure, and, in the mean 
Time, ſent over conſiderable Suc- 
cours, beforehand, to Colonel Jones; 
by the Help of which, he made 
ſuch a * and ſucceſsful Sally 
in the Night, that he not only 
forced the Marqueſs to raiſe the 
Siege of Dublin, before it was well 
formed, but put his whole Army 
to the Rout. This 2 in HY 
Beginning of Augu/t, 1 : and a 
OS Hs I OY ſet Sail 
from Milford. Haven, and arrived 
ſafe at Dublin, with his whole 
Army, to the inexpreſſible Joy of 
the People, who already looked 
upon him as their Saviour and 
Deliverer. Cromwell having re- 
freſhed his Men, entered imme- 
diately on the great Work he came 
about, His firſt Attempt was upon 
Drogheda, a ſtrong Town, and well 
garriſoned with the Flower of Or- 
mond's Army, under the Command 
of Sir Arthur Afton. He reſolutely 
took it by Storm, and put all that 
were in Arms to the Sword, which 
much facilitated his future Con- 
queſts; and indeed, after this, 
many Places ſubmitted to him, 
without ſtriking a Stroke. In 
October, he took Wexford by 
Storm, much in the ſame Manner, 
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and with the like Effet, as Drog- 
Beda had been taken before. After 
this, he with Eaſe reduced Roys ; 
and Kin/ale, and Cork, and other 
Places, voluntarily ſubmitted to him. 
His Army having been ſome Time 
in Winter-Quarters, in February he 
took the Field again, and after 
having reduced ſome Places of leſſer 
Note, about the End of March, 
he laid Siege to Kilkenny, (which 
had been the Nurſery of the late 
Rebellion, and the Refidence of the 
ſupreme Council of the Vriſb,) and 
became Maſter of it in leſs than a 
Week. He then beſieged Clonmell, 
and took it by Storm, though the 
Beſieged made a moſt obſtinate and 
gallant Defence. In ſhort, Crom- 
well carried on his Conqueſts in 
Treland with ſuch amazing Rapi- 
dity, that in about nine Months 
Time, he almoſt compleated the Re- 
duction of the whole Iſland; when, 
about the Middle of May, 1650, he 
was recalled by the Parliament, in 


order to enter upon a new Scene of 


Action in another Place. And fo 
leaving his Son-in-Law Treton his 
Deputy, to finiſh what remained, 
he embarked for England, and hav- 
ing landed at Beal proceeded, as 
it were in Triumph, to London, where 
he arrived amidſt the loud Accla- 


mations of the People, and had. 


all Honour and Reſpect paid him 
by the Members of Parliament, Of- 
ficers of the Army, the Lord-Mayor 
and Aldermen, and other Perſons of 
Diſtinction. HR 

Scotland was the next Country, 
where Cromwell was to make him- 
felf famous. Charles, Prince of 
Wales, no ſooner heard of the 
King his Father's tragical Death, 
but he took the Title of King, 
being then at the Hague, and about 
eighteen Vears old. After the late 
Change brought about by Cromævell 
in Scotland, the Scets were united 


The-COMMONWEAULTH. 


with England, ſo long as the Engl: 
Parliament continued Preſbyterian, 
But when the Independants got up. 
permoſt, whom the Scots hated as 
much as they did the Royaliſts, they 
began to ſhew that the Parliament's 
Proceedings were diſagreeable to 
them, and ſent Commiſſioners to 
preſent a Memorial againſt their 
trying the King, and againſt the 
ſinful and ungodly Toleration that was 
going to be introduced, And when, 
notwithſtanding, the Parliament per. 
ſiſted in their Meaſures, the Sc; 
Commiſſioners gave in their Pro- 
teſtation againſt them, in the Name 
of the Parliament and People of 
Scotland, and departed. After the 
King's Death, they reſolved to ac- 
knowledge and proclaim his Son, 
King Charles II. and ſent Deputies 
to him, to invite him over, but 
on the expreſs Condition of his con- 
ſenting to maintain Preſbyterianiſm 
and the Covenant. The King by 
no means liked theſe Terms ; and 
as the Marqueſs of Montroſe, who 
had done great Service in Scotland 


for the King his Father, but was 


afterwards forced to fly, and was 
excommunicated by the Kirk, and 
degraded by the Scots Parliament, 
happened to wait on him a little 
after the Arrival of the Scots De- 
puties, he gave him a Commiſſion 
to raiſe Forces in Germany, and 
make a Deſcent upon Scotland, 
chuſing rather to come in by Force 
of Arms, than upon ſuch Conditi- 


Ons. | 
in the North of Scotland with 2 


ſmall Force, hoping he ſhould be 


ſoon ſtrengthened by Numbers com- 
ing in to him. But herein he was 
diſappointed, and the Scots Parlia- 
ment took ſuch Meaſures, that he 
was ſoon defeated, and fell into 


their Hands, who condemned him 


to be hanged on a Gallows thirty 
Feet high, his Head afterwars 
SED — t0 


Montroſs accordingly landed 
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to be ſet upon the To/booth at Edin- 
burgh, his Arms and Legs at four 
ſeveral Places, and his Body to be 
buried under the Gallows ; which 
ſevere and ignominious Sentence 
was accordingly executed. Mon- 
zroſs's Expedition on the Scots no 
very favourable Opinion of the 
King ; and yet they proceeded to 
treat with him, but in ſuch a Man- 
ner, that not the leaſt Alteration was 
to be made in the Conditions they 
at firſt propoſed ; and he had no 
Way left, but to accept or refuſe. 
Neceſſity, at laſt, made him comply; 
and ſo he embarked for Scotland, 
where he arrived in June, 1650, but 
was not permitted to land, till he 
had taken the Covenant. 

The Rulers in England were not 
ignorant of all theſe Proceedings, 
and foreſeeing that the King would 
accept of the Crown of Scotland, on 
any Terms, in order to employ the 
Forces of that Kingdom, for invad- 
ing England, they reſolved to be be- 
forehand with them, and carry the 
War into Scotland. The Lord Fair- 
Fax was civilly aſked, whether he 
would be willing to take on him the 


Conduct of this War; but as he 


was much inclined to the Preſby- 
terians, notwithſtanding the late 
Services which, by Cromavell's Ma- 
nagement, he had done the Inde- 
pendants, it was thought his Refuſal 
would not be very diſagreeable to 
the preſent Powers; which he either 
perceiving, or really ſcrupling the 
Lawfulneſs of the deſigned Invaſion 


of Scotland, laid down his Commil- - 


fion ; and immediately thereupon, 
Oliver Cromwell was appointed Ge- 
neral and Commander in Chief of 
all the Armies of the Common- 
wealth, 

The Scots in the mean Time, be- 
ing informed of the Preparations in 
England, levied an Army, and gave 
the Command of it to General 


| Leſley; not caring to truſt the King 


Fill. 


325 
with it, as they perceived he did 
not very well reliſh the Severities of 


their Kirk Diſcipline. Leſey en- 
camped near Edinburgh, and, on July 
22, Cromwell entered Scotland at the 
Head of near 20,000 Men, As he 
marched along, he found the Coun- 
try deſerted by its Inhabitants, and 
every Thing carried away, that 


might ſerve to ſubſiſt his Army; ſo. 


that he could have no Proviſions, 
but what were ſent to him by Ship- 
ping from England. It was there- 
fore neceſſary for him to come to an 
Engagement as ſoon as poſſible. .'To 
this End he advanced directly up to 
the Enemy, but found them ſo 
ſtrongly intrenched, that there was 
no attacking them without the ut- 
moſt Hazard. He uſed all the Arts 
known in War to draw them out 
of their Intrenchments, and pro- 
voke them to come to a Battle: But 
the wary Scotch General avoided the 
Snare, hoping to ſpin out Time, till 
the Inclemency of the Seaſon, and 
the Want of Proviſions, ſhould con- 
ſume the Engliſh, or force them to 
return to their own Country. Crom- 
wwell marched up in Sight of the 
Scots Army, and did all he could to 
provoke them ; then marched back 
to Dunbar for Supplies ; then ad- 
vanced towards them again ; till, 
after the Armies had ſpent ſome 


Weeks, facing each other, and Crom- 


bells Army was greatly diminiſhed 
by Sickneſs and other Accidents, he 
retreated again to Dunbar. And 
now the Scots, thinking the Eng/ih 
ſufficiently weakened, followed them 
cloſe, and encamped on a Hill about 
a Mile from Dunbar, reſolving now 
at laſt to fall upon them, and to 
that End began to march down the 
But Cromwell, in this Extre- 
mity, calling a Council of War in 
the Night, it was reſolved to prevent 
them, by attacking them firſt, an 
Hour before Day, being the third 


of September; which he did with ſuch 
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deſperate Fury and Reſolution, that 


he ſoon put the whole Scar: Army, 
twice as numerous as his own, in 
Confuſion, and entirely defeated 
them, killing ſeveral Thouſands, and 
taking near. 10,000 Priſoners. The 
Scots immediately, in Conſternation, 
quitted Edinburgh and Leith, and 
Cromæuell took Poſſeſſion of them; 
and then laid Siege to Edinburgh- 
Caftle, which he became Maſter of 
about the End of December. oY 

The King was crowned at Scone, 
January 1, 1650-1, when he again 
took "the Covenant, being obliged 
to diſſemble his Diſlike of it. And 
now the Scots were wholly intent 
upon railing another Army, into 


Which it was thought fit to admit 
the Hamiltonians, as well as to Poſts 


in the Government, upon their mak- 
ing a Declaration of their Repen- 
tance. This was againſt the Senſe 
of the Bulk of the Scotch Nation, 
who well knew, that ſuch Declara- 
tion was not ſincere. This divided 
them into two Parties, the Re/oluri- 
oners, ſo called on Account of their 
carrying it in Parliament, to admit 
the Hamiltonians, and the Proteftors, 
who being great Zealots for the 
Covenant, were againſt ſuch Admiſ- 
ſion. From theſe ſprang another 
Party, called Remonſtrators, which 


prevailed chiefly in the Veſtern Coun- 


ties, where an Aſſociation was form- 
ed, as well againſt the King and the 
Defection of the Kirk Party, as 
againſt the Army of Sectaries, as 


CromwelPs Army was called in Scor- 


land. However, ſuch an Army as 
has been mentioned was raiſed, con- 


fiſting of all Parties who were wil- 


ling to ſerve in this War. The 
King commanded it in Perſon : He 


had Leſey for his Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral, and went and encamped at Tor- 
wood, between Edinburgh and Stir- 
ling. Here they were entrenched 
much in the ſame Manner as before 
the Battle of Dunbar, and Cromwell 


continue 
ments, and were well ſupplied with 


uſed the ſame Arts to draw them to 
an Engagement, but in vain; they 

5 ſafe in their Intrench. 
Proviſions from the County of F.,. 
This made the Engliſb General, at 
laſt, reſolve to cut off all Commu. 
nication with thoſe Parts. And ſo 
having ſent over a good Body of 
Troops into F:fe, under Lambert and 


Overton, who totally routed a ſtrong 
Party of the King's, which was ſent 
againſt them, he quickly after tranſ. 


ported thither his whole Army, and 
marching farther North, made him- 
ſelf Maſter of Perth or S:. Jobr's 
T own. 
the King; who being now under 
a Neceflity, if he ſtaid in Scotland, 
either of fighting him, or ſtarving 
in his Camp, took a ſudden Reſo- 
lution to march his Army into Ezg- 
land, not doubting but he ſhould 
be joined by great Numbers of his 
Friends, eſpecially in the Northern 
Couaties. | 

Accordingly the King entered 
England by the Way of Carliſk, on 


-Auguft 6, 1651, and preſently cauſed 


-himſelf to be proclaimed at the 
Head of his Army, as he did at all 


the Market-Towns through which 


he paſſed. The Parliament at V 
minſter were ſtartled at this ſudden 
Invaſion, and began to think Cron- 
vel] had made a falſe Step. But he 
wrote to them, telling them he would 
overtake the Enemy, and doubted 
not but he ſhould give a good Ac- 
count of them. The Parliament 
exerted themſelves to the utmoſt on 
this Occaſion, They not only pub- 
liſhed an AR, ſtrictly forbidding the 
abetting or aſſiſting Charles Stuart 
or any of his Adherents, on Pain of 
High-Treaſon, but ordered the Mi. 


litia of the ſeveral Counties to be 


drawn out, to obſtruct his March; 
and the Lord Fairfax now alſo took 
the Field with a conſiderable Body 


for the ſame Purpoſe, Genera 
: Cromwth, 


Thus Cromwell got behind 
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The COMMONWEALTH. 


Cromwell, to loſe no Time, imme 
diately ſent Lambert and Harriſon, 
with Part of his Army, to moleſt 
the King's March as much as poſſi- 
ble, who ſoon found his Friends did 
not come in to him as he expected, 
being hindered by the Forces of the 
Commonwealth, who ſpread them 
ſelves over the Nation. The King 
therefore, inſtead of marching to 


London, as it was thought he deiign- 


ed, with Difficulty got te Worcefter, 
Auguft 23, and there encamped, for- 
tifyiog himſelf as well as he could 
againſt any Attack. The Earl of 
Derby was the only Perſon who made 
any conſiderable Attempt to ſerve 
the King, He got together about 
1500 Horſe ; but, before he could 
join the King, he was ſet upon by 
Colonel Lilburn, and entirely defeat- 
ed, himſelf with Difficulty eſcaping 
to the King at Worcefter. | 
In the mean Time, Cromwell, hav- 


ing ſettled Matters in Scotland, and 


left Lieutenant-General George Monk, 


with a fufficient Force, to command 


there in his Abſence, marched in all 
Haſte with the reſt of his Army after 
the King. His Forces daily in- 
creaſed as he paſſed along, by Parties 
from all Quarters, and at Keinton he 
joined the reſt of the Parliament's 
Forces under Fleetwood, Deſborough, 
Lord Grey of Groby, Lambert, and 
Harriſen ; ſo that his Army was now 
double in Number to that of the 
King. He arrived at Worcefter, Sep- 
zember 1, and on the 3d, being that 
Day Twelvemonth that the Battle 
of Dunbar was fought, Cromauell 
charged the King's Army ſo vigo- 
rouſly, that, after ſome Hours Diſ- 
pute, they were driven back on both 
Sides the Severn, and retiring into 
the Town in the utmoſt Confuſion, 
were followed by Cromwell's Men, 
who made a dreadful Slaughter of 
the Royal Troops, and obtained 
a compleat Victory, taking many 
Thouſands Priſoners, Among thoſe 


of Quality, was the Earl of Derby, 
who was afterwards beheaded at 
Bollon. The King narrowly eſcaped, 


-and after wandering about in a Pea- 


ſant's Habit, with a faithful Guide, 
ſtooping to the meaneſt Offices to 
conceal himſelf the better, and un- 
dergoing numberleſs Fatigues and 
Dangers, for the Space of ſeveral 
Weeks, got ſafe over into France. 
During theſe Adventures, he hid 
himſelf a whole Day in a tufted 
Oak, in the Midſt of a thick Wood. 
Cromevell, after the Battle, having 
ordered the Walls of Worcefter to 
be levelled with the Ground, re- 
turned in Triumph to London; and 
Monk, in a ſhort Time, compleated 
the Reduction of Scatland, which 
was afterwards united with England 
in one Commonwealth. 

Between the Battles of Dunbar 
and 1 . it was diſcovered that 
ſome Preſbyterians were carrying on 
a Plot againſt the Government, by 
correſponding with their Brethren 
the Scots, in order to promote the 
King's Intereſt in Scotland, and in 
om A looking upon him now as 


a good Preſbyterian King, fince his _ 


having taken the Covenant. Four 
eminent Preſbyterian Divines were 
concerned in this Plot, one of whom, 
Mr. Lowe, was executed on Tozwer= 


Hill, on Auguſt 22. 


Fhe Commonwealth was at the 
Height of its Glory, and enjoyed a 
profound Tranquillity,after the Suc- 
ceſs at Worcefter ;. when a War broke 
out between it and the Republick 
of Helland. The Parliament had 
early ſent Ambaſſadors to the Szazes 
to propoſe a ſtrict Union with them, 
or ſuch a Coalition as ſhould make 
them, as it were, one Republick 
with England. But the Dutch thought 
this ſo 1njurious to. their Commerce, 
that they not only refuſed to come 
into it, but the Eg/ifþ Ambaſſadors 
were very much affronted by the 
Populace. And now, ſince the Par- 
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328 The COMMONWEALTH. 

liament could not bring them to their fection of the Officers and Soldiers, 
Terms, they had a mind to break and as the Parliament, after ſo long 
with them, and to that End paſſed a Continuance, began to be diſagree. 
an AR, forbidding all Commodities, able to the People. Things being 
that were not of the Growth, and in this State, the General and his 
Manufacture of the Country from Officers. made loud Complaints a- 
whence they came, to be brought — the Grievances of this long 
into England in any other than Eng- Parliament, and gave out, that they 
lip Bottoms; which put an End to intended to perpetuate themſelves in 
the Commerce between England and Power. It is not unlikely indeed, 
Holland. And when the States ſent that Cromauell's Ambition might at 
Ambaſſadors to deſire the Repeal the ſame Time inſpire him with 
of this Act, they were ſo far from Thoughts of ſetting up himſelf; as 
doing it, that they inſiſted on Satiſ- appears pretty plain, from ſome Con- 
faction for ſome old Injuries the ferences he had with his Friends, 
Dutch had done to the Engliſh. A ſoon after the Battle of Worcefter. 
War, therefore, neceſſarily enſued, However it be, the Parliament, in- 
in which were fought ſeveral of the ſtead of diſſolving themſelves, to 
moſt terrible and bloody Sea-Fights, make Way for a new Repreſentative, 
that ever had been known, between as the Army inſiſted they ſhould, fell CY 

the . Dutch under the famous Yan to preparing an Act for filling up 

Trump, and the Engliſh under the their Houſe, and to declare it High- 

renowned Blake. Ihe Dutch were Treaſon, for any one to propoſe or 

generally worſted in theſe Engage- contrive the Alteration of the pre- 

| ments, though the Engliſh alſo ſuf- ſent Government. Upon this, Crom- 
| fered great Loſs. The fifth, which well, on April 20, 165 3, took a Party 7 


was fought in February, 165 2-3, laſt- of Soldiers, and went to the Houſe; 
ed three Days. The Dutch at laſt and having ſat and heard their De- 


ſued for Peace, but before it was bates for ſome Time, when the Co 
concluded, a new Revolution hap- Queſtion was going to be put, for wes 
xened in England. paſſing the Act, which would con- ſum 
* CromwelPs Reputation and Glory tinue them above a Year and a half war 
were arrived to ſuch a Height, after longer, he ſtood up all on a Sudden, Pou 
the Victories at Dunbar and Worceſter, and bade theSpeaker leave the Chair; the 
that, as many envied his Greatneſs, and then ſtamping with his Feet, and in t 
the Parliament grew jealous of his telling them they were no longer a med 
Power, and now he had done their Parliament, upon this Signal the cil © 
Work for them, would have been Soldiers entered, who, by his Or- carr 
glad to have ruined him. The Ge- ders, ſaw the Houſe cleared of the thei: 
neral was aware of this, and was Members, being about an Hundred, tion 
reſolved to prevent it; which it was . who all quietly departed ; and then, of |} 
not. very difficult for him to do, as havingcauſed the Doors to be lock'd, men 
he had ſecured the Eſteem and Af- he went away to Whitehall. | ment 
| appr, 

by tl 

cil of 
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OLIVER CROMWELL. 


T HE General having thus 
by Force turned out his 
L Maſters, became himſelf, of 
Courſe, Maſter of the Common- 
wealth; for though he did not aſ- 
ſume the Title of Protector till to- 
wards the End of the Vear, yet his 
Power was in effect the ſame, from 
the very Moment that he ſucceeded 
in this bold Undertaking. He im- 
mediately conſulted with his Coun- 
cil of Officers at Whztehall, how to 
carry on , the Government, and by 
their Advice publiſhed a Declara- 
tion of the Grounds and Reaſons 
of his diſſolving the late Parlia- 
ment, promiſing to put the Govern- 
ment into the Hands of Per/ons of 
approved F idelity and Honeſty ; ſigned 
by the Lord General and his Coun- 
eil of Officers, April 22, 1653. This 
met with a good Reception, and was 
anſwered by Addrefles from the 
Fleet, the Army, and People, ap- 
proving of the late Action, and pro- 


miſing to ſtand by the General and 


his Council of Officers. This De- 
claration was followed by another, 
April zo, ſigned O. Cromævell, giv- 
ing Notice, that till the Perſons a- 
bove mentioned ſhould meet, a Coun- 
cil of State was appointed for the 
better carrying on the Aﬀairs of the 
Commonwealth. | 

On June 2, there was another ter- 
rible Sea-Fight between the Engliſh 
under Blake, Monk, and Dean, and 
the Dutch under Yan Trump and De 
Ruyter; in which the Engliſh, to Oli- 
ver's great Satisfaction, got the Vic- 
tory, ſinking ſix of the Enemy's 
beſt Ships, blowing up two others, 
and taking eleven: But they had the 
Mis fortune to loſe Admiral Dean, 
who was killed by a Cannon- Ball at 
the Beginning of the Engagement. 

It having been reſolved by the 
General and his Council of Offi- 
cers, according to their firſt Decla- 
ration, to ſummon ſele& Perſons, 
to be nominated by themſelves, out 
of every County, who ——_— 

| A Re- 
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a Year, and to provide for a like and voted, That, as it was not for 


\ obſcure Birth, and (mall Parts and Council of Officers, and other Per. 
| Abilities : And though they made ſons of Intereſt in the Nation, bon 
ſome good Orders in leſſer Matters, the Government ſhould be carried 


330 O. CROMWEL L. 
a Repreſentative of the whole Na- Seller in Fleet-Street, was a buſy Man 
tion; and the Perſons having been in this Aſſembly, from whom it was 
agreed upon, in Number 1405 called in Deriſion Barebone : Parlia- 
Cromwell, on Juse 8, ſent his nennt. IF 
Summons to each of them to ap- In. Aug, there was another 
r in the Council-Chamber at Bloody Sea- Engagement between 
Fireball, on. Fuly 4; uſing this the two contending States, in which 
authoritative Stile, after the Pream- Admiral Yan Wump, the Glory of 
ble, I Oliver Cromwell, Captain- the Dutch Nation, was flain. The 
General and Commander in Chief Dutch then applied to the Parlia- 
of all the Armies and Forces raiſed, ment for a Peace, but in vain; upon 
and to be raiſed; within this Com- which they addreſſed themſelves to 
monwealth, do hereby ſummon and Cromavell, Ppromiſing, if he would 
uire you, Cc. Several other depoſe the preſent Powers, and af. 
Ads of Authority were performed ſume the Government to himſelf, 
by the General before the Meeting they would enter into ſuch a defen- 
of this Convention. ſtve Alliance with him, as ſhould 
The Perſons ſummoned met on ſecure him againſt all his Enemies, 
the Day appointed, when the Ge- foreign and domeſtick. This he 
neral, attended by his Officers, was now reſolved to do, for which 
made a Speech to them ; and then, the Confuſion of their Debates af- 
by an Inſtrument under his Hand forded him a Handle. And 6 
and Seal, he conſtituted them, or the Matter having been concerted 
any 40 of them, the ſupreme Au- with Rov/e the Speaker, and the 
thority of the Nation; to fit no General's ſele& Friends in the 
longer than the 3d of Nowember,1654, Houſe, they met early in the 
and three Months before, to make Morning, December 12, before the 
Choice of other Perſons to ſucceed other Members, who were not in 
them, who were not to fit above the Secret, had taken their Seats; 
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Succeſſion in the Government. the publick Good, that the Parlia- 
Then they adjourned to the next ment ſhould fit any longer, it was 
Day, when they met in the Par- fit they ſhould reſign up ther 
lignent-Houſe, and at once voted Powers to the Lord-General ; which 
themſelves the Parliament of the the Speaker and Members, going 
Commonwealth of England. But it with the Mace to Whitehall, did 
ſeerns, by the Characters of the Per- accordingly, by a Writing under 
ſons who compoſed this Aſſembly, their Hands. And by this Means, 
that Oliver did not intend Things the politick Cromwell, with bu 
ſhould comqginue long in this Way, Council of Officers, was again in 
for, though there were among them Poſſeſſion of the ſupreme Power, 
ſeveral Men of Fortune and Capa- which he had before delegated to 
City, yet the major Part were ei- this Aſſembly. | SE 
ther rank Enthuſiaſts, or Perſons of This done, he adviſed with his 


yet in Things. of er Con- on; and theſe immediately reſolved, 
cernment their Counſels were full That Oliver Cromwell ſhould be 
of Perplexity and Confuſion. One Lord Protector of the Common, 
Praiſe-Gad Barebone, a Leather- wealth of England, Scotland, and 
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Triland, and conſtituted him ſuch, 
by a large Inſtrument, called the 
Inſtrument of Government, conſiſtin 

of forty-two Articles, By this 


Inſtrument, the ſupreme Legiſla- 


tive Authority was to be in the 


Lord Protector and the People in 


Parliament; and the executive 
Power in the Protector, with the 
Advice of his Council. The Par- 
liament was to be choſen in ſuch 
Manner as to be a more equal Re- 
preſentative, the Members for the 
Counties, and ſome large Cities, to 
be increaſed, and thoſe for the 
leſſer Boroughs to be either re- 
duced, or wholly omitted. There 
were to be 400 for England, 30 
for Scotland, and the ſame Num- 
ber for Treland, all three being 
joined in one Commonwealth. Co- 
lonel Montague, afterwards Earl of 
Sandwich, and Sir Anthony Afpley 
Cooper, afterwards Earl of Shafteſbury, 
were of the Protector's firſt Council. 
On December 16, his Highneſs was 
ſolemnly inſtalled, - and then pro- 
claimed, firſt in and about London, 
and afterwards throughout England, 
Scotland, and Ireland. Thus did 
this great Man, who was hardly 
known in the former Part of his 
Life, mount himſelf into the Throne 
of three Kingdoms, and, though he 
had not the Title of King, ruled 
with more Power than moſt preced- 
ing Kings. He applied himſelf 
cloſely to Buſineſs, and was indefa- 
tigable in the Management of pub- 
lick Affairs, and on all Occaſions 


maintained the Part of a great Prince, 


as much as if he had been ſo born 
and bred. And now congratulatory 
Addreſſes were preſented to him 
from all the Parts of the three Na- 
tions, and the greateſt foreign States 


W courted his Friendſhip and Alli- 


ance. | 
It is ſurprifing, how he managed 
the ſeveral oppoſite Parties then in 


— 
> 


the Nation, all mortal Enemies to 
each other, ſo as to make them 
contribute to his own Security, 
though moſt of them hated him in 
their Hearts. He kept a ſtrict Eye 
upon the Cavaliers, and, for the 
moſt Part, terrified them into Sub- 
miſſion. He careſſed the Pre/by- 
terians to keep them in good Hu- 
mour, and when they began to take 
too much upon them, he played 
the Independants and other Sects 
againſt them, in order to humble 
them, and keep them within due 
Bounds. The Republicans of all 
Sorts were his greateſt Enemies, be- 
cauſe he had overturned their be- 
loved Scheme of Government; and 
theſe he took care to divide, by 
ſetting the Eathuſfaſts, and Fifth- 


Monarchy Men, againſt the Szate- + 
Republicans, who hated him moſt 


of all. The former he would ca- 


jole, by talking to them in their 


own Way, entering into his old 
Familiarities with them, and end- 
ing the Diſcourſe commonly with 
a long Prayer; but the latter, who 
were ſaid to be Deiſts, and whom he 
uſed to call Heathens, he could not 
ſo eafily manage. However, he 
with wonderful Art and Dexteri 

carried Things farther with all Par- 
ties, than was thought poſſible : And 
though this did not hinder frequent 
Plots and Conſpiracies againſt him, 


he had his Spies in every Corner, and 


by his early Intelligence cruſhed 


them before they could be put in 


Execution. wh | 

On April 5, 1654, . the Lord-Pro- 
tector concluded a- Peace with the 
Dutch, upon very ad vantageous Terms. 
Among the reſt, he obliged them to 
pay 300, ooo J. for the Damage done 
to the Exgliſb at mboyna, &c. many 
Years * for which the two laſt 
Kings could obtain no Satisfaction. 


Cromæuell's good Policy appeared 


in nothing more chan in advancing 
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to the ſeveral Poſts in the Govern- 
ment, Men that were beſt quali- 
fied for them. The famous Mat- 
thew Hale was one of his Judges, 
and in general he ſupplied the 
Benches with the ableſt Lawyers. 
Thurloe, a very able Miniſter, a 
fecond Valſingbam for Intelligence, 
_ was made Secretary of State. When 
the Dutch War was over, he ſent 
Monk back into Scotland, to keep 
that Country.in Order; and two or 
three Years after, made his younger 
Son Henry, a Perſon of excellent 
Parts and Abilities, Lord-Lieu- 
_ tenant of Ireland. Ludlow had 
been intruſted with the Government 
of that Iſland, after Jreton, who died 
at the Siege of Limerick, in 16513 
and Fleetævood, who married ITreton's 
Widow, one of the Protector's 
Daughters, had ſucceeded Ludlow. 
The Protector had not long en- 
joyed his new ' Dignity, before a 
Conſpiracy againſt him was diſ- 
covered, for which Gerard and 
Vowel were executed, on Judy 10, 
1654. And the ſame Day, Don 
Pantaleon Sa, the Portugal Am- 
baſſador's Brother, was beheaded 
for a Riot and Murder. This was 
thought very extraordinary, but the 
Protector ſaid Juſtice muſt be done. 
His Highneſs, purſuant to the 
Inſtrument of Government, ordered 
Writs to iſſued for chuſing 
Members to ſerve in Parliament. 
'This Parliament met on September 3, 
and the Protector went in great 
State, and opened it with a Speech : 
But it ſoon appeared, that they were 
not for his Purpoſe; for they 
immediately fell to debating his 
Inſtrument of Government, and firſt, 
that fundamental Article of the ſu- 
preme Legiſlative Power being in 
a ſingle Perſon and a Parliament, a- 
gainſt which ſeveral warm Speeches 
were made. The Protector, upon 
this, ordered them to attend him 
in the Painted Chamber, where he 


ſhewed his Diſpleaſure in a Speech, 
and, moreover, appointed them a 
Teft or Recognition. of the Govern. 
ment, as it had been eſtabliſhed; 
and none were permitted to enter 
the Houſe, but ſuch as would ſub. 
ſcribe it. About 300 did ſo, and 
took their Places ; and though they 
declared, that 
ſhould be Protector during Life, 
yet they took ſach Liberties with 
the other Articles of Government, 
ſpending ſeveral Months in nothing 
elſe but debating on them, that the 
Protector was highly offended. . And 
beſides, he had received Intelli- 
gence of a Plot for an Inſurrection, 
contrived chiefly by the Cavaliers, 
to which many of the Members 
were privy, and gave Encourage- 
ment, by protracting Time in long 
and fruitleſs Debates. He there- 
fore ordered the Parliament to at- 
tend him in the Painted-Chamber, 
January 22, 1654-5, and after a very 
long and intricate Speech, giving 
them to underſtand, that he knew 
their Deſigns, in great Diſpleaſure 
diſſolved them. | 

Two. Days after the Diſſolution, 
Major Wildman, a noted Republi- 
can, one of thoſe who had been 
excluded for refuſing to ſign the 
Recognition, was ſeized with a Pa- 
per about him, being a Declaration 
ſhewing 'why the People ſhould 
riſe in Arms againſt the Tyrant Oliver 
Cromwell, He was kept ſome Time 


in Priſon, and then, contrary to Ex- 


pectation, diſcharged. 

The Cawaliers had deſigned two 
Inſurrections, one in the North, 
and another in the Ve. The 
former, which was to have been 
headed by Wilmot Earl of Rocbe. 
er, was wholly laid aſide, before 
it was well begun. But in the 
Ve, ſome faint Attempt Vas 
made: Sir Joſeph Wagſtaff, Col. 
Penruddock, Grove, and Jones, en- 


tered Sali lury with about 200 
Horſe, 


Oliver Cromwell 


ty of 
termi 
ſent 
Penn, 
der J. 
Settlet 
/paniol 
April, 
duct i 
Deſign 
repulſc 
Loſs, 
they {a 
it on 
Iſland 
lince, 


Horſe, at the Time of the Aſſizes, 


ſeized the judges and the Sheriff, 


and proclaimed the King. But 
finding the People not in a Diſpo- 
ſition to join them, they marched 
farther Weſtward; and being pur- 
ſued by a Troop of Horſe that lay 
in the Neighbourhood, they were 
defeated, and moſt of them taken 
Priſoners. Penruddoeck and Grove 
were beheaded at Exeter, and ſe- 
veral were tryed and hanged both 
there and at Saliſbury. But Wag- 
faff luckily made his Eſcape. 
Theſe Conſpiracies and Inſurrecti- 
ons gave a Handle to the Pro- 
tector to divide England into cer- 
tain Diſtricts, and to appoint Offi- 
cers ſeverally in each, under the 
Title of Major- Generali, the better 
to keep the Royaliſts and Republi- 
cans in Awe, and to levy the Taxes 
impoſed on them. Theſe Major- 
Generals became ſo. many Tyrants, 
and ſo opprefſed the People, that 
Cromwell thought it neceſſary firſt 
to reſtrain them, and, at laſt, totall 

to aboliſh them. | 


France and Spain were now at 


War, and each ſtrove to gain the 
Protector. He was for ſome Time 
in Suſpence which to join with, 
but at laſt reſolved it ſhonld be 
France, where Cardinal Mazarine 
was Prime-Miniſter, in the Minori- 
ty of Lewis XIV. Being thus de- 


termined, he equipped a Fleet, and 


ſent it under the Command of 
Penn, with ſome Land- Forces un- 
der Venables, to attack the Spaniſb 
Settlement of Sr. Domingo in Hi- 
Jpaniola. They arrived there in 
April, 1655, but by ſome Miſcon- 
duct in landing the Forces, the 
— miſcarried, and they were 
repulſed to their Ships with great 
Loſs. To make ſome Amends, 
they failed for Jamaica, and took 
it on May 17; which profitable 
Ifland the FEngliſb have held ever 
lince, Upon their Return, Venables 
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was committed to the Tower, but 
ſoon releaſed. 

In the mean Time, Blake per- 
formed Wonders in the Mediterra- 
nean. He was ſent firſt to chaſtize 
the Corſairs of Barbary, and to 
demand ample Satisfaction of all 
the States, who had in any Man- 
ner moleſted the Engl; both 
which he did with glorious Suc- 
ceſs. After this, in September 1656, 

he attacked, ſunk and burnt the 
whole Spanih Plate-Fleet, except 
two of the Ships which he took, 
whoſe valuable Treaſure being 
landed at Port/mouth, was con- 
veyed, as it were in Triumph, to 
London. Tn fine, this brave Ad- 
miral, the Glory of the Zxglifh 
Nation, in April, the following 
Year, burnt fix large Spanifo 
Galeons at the Canaries (whilſt 
Captain Stayner deſtroyed ten ſmaller 
Veſſels) and died on Shipboard, in 
his Return home. The ProteQor, 
to. ſhew his Eſteem for his Memory, 
gave him a pompous Interment in 
Henry VIIth's Chapel. 
Some Time before, the Fiftb- 
Monarchy Men, or Anabaptifts, as 
ſome. call them, among whom was 
Major-General Harriſon, entered 
into an enthuſiaſtick Plot againſt 
Cromwell; but it was timely diſ- 
covered and prevented by the Vi- 
gilance of the Protector's Spies: 
As was alſo another Conſpiracy 
formed againſt his Life, by one 
Miles Sindercombe, a Leveller. 

The Protector had thought fit to 
ſummon a new Parliament, which 
met on September 17, 1656. The 
Members were to be approved by 
his Highneſs's Council, before they 
ſhould have Leave to ſit; and by 
this Means near an Hundred were 
excluded, who publiſhed a ſevere 
Remonſtrance againſt this Violence. 
And now the ſitting Members pro- 


ceeded juſt as Oliver would have 
them, 


They: paſted an AR for 
re- 
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renouncing the pretended Title (as 
they called it) of Charles Stuart, 
and- another, declaring it High- 
Treaſon to attempt any thing a- 
inſt the ProteQor's Life. They 
approved of the War with Spain, 
and granted large Sums of Money 
for carrying it on. And after they 
Had ſet ſame Months, it was carried 
in the Houſe, though the Army 
Party moſtly oppoſed it, to offer 
Cromwell the Title of King ; which 
they actually did on April, 4, 1657. 
It appeared 2 enough, that he 
did not diſlike the Offer; but as 
he knew it was againſt the Senſe of 
the Army, he demurred upon it, 
and a Committee was appointed to 
ſatisfy him, and to perſuade him to 
accept it. All this was only to 
gain Time, in order to brine the 
Army to approve of the Deſign: 
Which Oliver finding he could not 
do, and that his Brother-in-Law, 
Deſborough, and his Son-in-L 


| Fleetwood, were particularly av 


to it; he with great Shew of Hu- 


mility, on the 8th of May. told the 


Parliament, that he could not un- 
dertake the Government with the 
Title of King. Howeyer, they con- 
firmed to him his Dignity of Pro- 
tector, by an AR called, The Hum- 
Ble Petition and Advice of the Parlia- 
ment to his Highneſs ; whereby he 
was alſo empowered to name his 
Succeſfor, and to call Parliaments 
conſiſting of two Houſes ; the Per- 
ſons legally choſen not to be ex- 


&luded but by Conſent of the Houſe 


of which they were Members. The 
Protector gave his Aﬀent to this 
Act, which conſiſted of eighteen 
Articles, on May 25; and on June 26, 
was inaugurated in Veſiminſter-Hall, 
with the like Pomp and Magnifi- 
cence as at a Coronation. 
Cromwell, purſuant to his Treaty 
with France, ſent over 6000 Men 
to join the French Army againſt the 
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Spaniards, and Mardike and Duzlirl 
were to be put into the Hands of 
the Engliſh, as ſoon as taken; as the 
former was in October this Year, 
King Charles having been obliged 
to leave France, upon Cromwell's 
entering into an Alliance with that 
Crown, retired to Cologne, and re- 
ſided there above two Years: And 
now, having. concluded a Trea 
with the Catholick King, he this 
Year repaired to Bruges in Flay- 
ders. About the ſame Time, a Plot 
was laid for an Inſurrection in 
England in his Favour, and the 
Marqueſs of Ormond came over to 
London, to forward the Deſign, 
Cromwell, having Notice of it. by 
his Spies, publithed a Proclamation 
for apprehending the Conſpirators 
before they could get into a Body. 
The Marqueſs narrowly eſcaped. 
But Dr. Herævet, Sir Henry Sling jby, 
Mr. Mordaunt, and ſeveral others, 
were ſeized ; and the two former, 
being tryed by a High Court of 
Juſtice, were condemned and ex- 
ecuted. 

The Parliament met again, on 
Janrary 20, 1657-8, to which Time 
they had adjourned. It now con- 
ſiſted of two Houſes, the new one 
being called The Other Houſe, to 
anſwer to the Houſe of Pees. 
They were conſtituted by the Pro- 
tector's Writs of Summons, aud. 
many of them were called up from 
the Lower Houſe. This, and tie 
Admiſſion of the Members, who 
had been excluded in the firſt Scl- 
ſion, made ſuch an Alteration in 
that Aſſembly, that they ſeemed 
diſpoſed to undo all that had been 
done. They called the Author 
of the Orber Houſe in Queſtion, 
and diſputed the Validity of tie 
Humble Petition and Advice. Bit 
the Protector thought fit to put? 
Stop to theſe Proceedings by 3 


ſudden Diſſolution of the — 
6 men 
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nt, on Februar And it was 
— Time after t it that the Con- 
fpirators above mentioned were ex- 
On June "ho 1658, Dunkirk was 
taken from Spaniards, by the 
Engliſh and French Forces, and 
immediately, according to Treaty, 
ſurrendered up to the Lord Protector 
of England. But it coft the Confe- 
derates a Battle, before they could 
obtain it, with the Spano Generals 
and the Dukes of Tori and Gloncefter, 
who advanced with 15,000 Men to 
relieve the Place; but were entirely 
defeated, chiefly by the Bravery of 
the Exgliſo under Lockhart and Mor- 
gan. Cromwell placed a ſtrong Gar- 
riſon in Dunkirk, and made Lockhart 
Governor. 

The Protector did not long ſur- 
vive this glorious Succeſs of his 
Arms. He was taken ill in 4ugwug, 
and died on his beloved and victo- 
rious Day, the third of September, 
in the Goth Year of his Age, 
having, as it is ſaid, named his Son 
Richard to ſucceed him, juſt before 
he expired. He had a moſt pom- 
yu Funeral beſtowed on him, and 
-his Body was in Appearance buried 
in Vefminſter-Abbey. But ſome ſay 
it was wrapt in Lead, and ſunk be- 
low Bridge in the Thames : And 
others affirm it to have been buried 
in Na/eby-Field, He was born at 
Huntington, of a good Family, of 
Welſb Extraction, the Name being 
originally Williams ; but one of the 
Family marrying the Siſter of the 
famous Thomas Cromwell, Earl of 
Eher, in Henry VIIIth's Reign, a 
Son by that Marriage took that 
Name, and tranſmitted it to his 
Poſterity. Oliver made no Figure 


nin the World, till a little before the 


Breaking-out of the Civil War; 
and we have ſeen by what Steps and 
Accidents he mounted to Power af- 
terwards; which he could not have 


2 


Elizabeth did the ſame by t 
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done, if he had not been endowed 

with a moſt extraordinary Genius 
and Capacity. After he roſe to So- 
vereignty, under the Name of Pro- 
tector, though his Government was 
arbitrary, and ſupported only by the 
Army, he did many Things worthy 
of Praife. He encouraged Trade 
and Commerce, maintained the Ho- 


nour of the Nation, and in many 


Inſtances effectually interpoſed in 
favour of the Proteſtants abroad, 
chiefly by Means of the Influence 
he had over Cardinal Mazarine; who 
fearing, if be ſhould diſpleaſe him, 
that he would break with France, 
durſt deny him nothing. The Na- 
tion, certainly, never made a greater 
Figure abroad, ſince the Days of 
Queen Elizabeth, than it did under 
Cromwell, Indeed, I have often 
thought his Government, in man 

Reſpects, reſembled hers, eſpeci- 
ally in the Choice of fit Miniſters 
for the ſeveral Parts of the Ad- 
miniſtration. But the fundamental 
Difference was this, that, whereas 
ſhe ſupported herſelf by the Affec- 
tions of the People, Oliver, for 
Want of that, which he would have 
been very glad to have had, ſup- 
ported himſelf By a ſtanding Army; 
though he had many ſecret Enemies 
in it, and it was with great Skill 
and Dexterity, that he kept all 
Things quiet there. In one Thing, 
indeed, they were too much alike ; 
for if Oliver facrificed King 
Charles I. to his own 3 Queen 

he 


Queen 
of Scots, In ſhort, his greateſt 
Enemies acknowledge. he was not 
unworthy of the — if 
his Way to it had been juſt and in- 
nocent: And how far the Circum- 
ſtances and Neceſſities of the Times 
may excuſe him, is not my Bufineſs 
to ſay. | | 
Beſides his two Sons, Richard 
and Henry, he had four Daughters, all 
| Women 


* 
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Women of great Senſe and Virtue. 
Bridget was Wife to Henry Treton, 
and afterwards to Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral Fleetwood. Elizabeth was mar- 
ried to Mr. John Cleypole, and died 
a little before her Father. Mary, his 
third Daughter, to the Lord Viſcount 
Falconbridge, afterwards made an 

Earl by King William; and Frances, 
the youngeſt Daughter, firſt to Ro- 
bert Rich, Eſq; Grandſon and Heir 
to the Earl of Warw:c4, and after- 
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wards to Sir Fobhn Rufel of Chiszen. 
Bam in eaten, | a 

F Ang the eminent.Perſons who 
died under Oliver's ProteQorſhip 
were the famous Mr. John Seldin, 
the venerable Archbiſhop Uſer, who 
came over to England a little before 
the Breaking-out of the 7r;/ Maſſa- 
cre; and Dr. Harvey, the celebrat- 
ed Diſcoverer of the Circulation of 
the Blood, þ | 


RichAx DP CromweLrt: With the Various GoVERNMENIS 
till the Reſtoration. 7 


ROM the Death of Oliver 
F to the Refforation, which was 
but about a Vear and three 
uarters, there were in England no 
leſs than five or fix Forms of 
Government, if they may be ſo 
called, when the whole was little 
better than a State of Anarchy 
and Confuſion. Richard Cromwell 
was peaceably . proclaimed Protector 
upon the Death of his Father, and 
was congratulated thereupon by 
Addreſſes from all Parts. But he 
wanted his Fath#'s Spirit and 
Parts to ſupport . himſelf, eſpeci- 
ally againſt the Intrigues of the 
Army, which were beginning to 
work in Oliver's Time, for Which 
Major-General Lambert had been 
diſcharged; and if he had lived, it 
is likely he would have caſhiered 
other Officers, and put ſuch in their 
Room, as would have ſecured the 
Army ſtill in Obedience. But this 
was above Richard's Capacity. He 
wanted to become Maſter of the 
Army, as his Father had been ; but 


the Officers reſolved he ſhould not: 


And his Brother-in- Law F#lzetavoed, 
and Uncle De/ſborough, were fore- 
moſt in the Oppoſition, and uſed 
all their Arts to undermine him. 
However Richard, in order to ſup- 


1 
| = 
| a 
port himſelf the better, by the Ad. b 
vice of his Council, called a Par. | 
liament, which met on January 27, : 
1658-9. And though there were a 4 
prone many Republicans in the * 
ouſe of Commons, who held * 
long Debates about the Authority af 
of the Other Houſe, and other as 
Points in the Humble Petition and fo 
Advice, yet Richard's Friends at D 
laſt Rn; and he was recog- * 
nized Protector by the Parliament. FE 
But before it met, his ſecret Ere- wa 
mies in the Army, under a Shew NY 
of Friendſhip, had adviſed him to 1 
call up to London as many Officers An 
as could be ſpared from the Regi- red 
ments quartered in different Parts Pap 
of the Country, for the better ſup- on 
porting him in his Authority, if th 
the Parliament ſhould not prove = 
favourable to him. Richard think- ons 
ing this Advice was ſincere, com- But 
plied, not ſuſpecting, that it was ſoo 
deſigned only to 1 the | lan 
Combination againſt him. And Sou 
now the Officers formed a Council and 
at London, which they called the whit 
Great Council of the Army, reſtored retu 
Lambert to his Poſt, an preſented The 
a Petition to the Protector, de- Crom 
manding Fleetauood for their Ge⸗ with 
neral. Richard, now perceiving 


their 
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ir Deſign was to make themſelves 
3 of him, rejected the 
petition: And the Commons voted, 
that there ſhould be no Council of 
Officers whilſt the Parliament was 
ſitting, Upon this the Officers re- 
ſolved to compel Richard to part 
with his Parliament. They brought 
up their Forces to Whitehall, ſerz- 
ed all the Avenues, and Deſborough, 
attended by a ſtrong Guard, demand- 
ed an Audience of the Protector, 
and required him, in the Name of 
all the Officers, to diſſolve the Par- 
' liament. He at firſt refuſed, but 
upon Defborough's threatning him, 
and telling him, they were reſolved 
to have what they demanded, by 
fair Means or foul, he complied ; 
and the Parliament having ad- 
journed for three Days, he 1mme- 
diately publiſhed a Proclamation, 
April 22, 1659, deelaring them 
diſſolved ; though 1zgo/d/5y, Howard, 
afterwards Earl of Carlife, and ſome 


other Officers, had diſſuaded him 


from it, at the Beginning of the 
Defign, for which they were after- 
wards caſhiered. 
The Officers then ſeized the Go- 
vernment, taking no farther No- 
tice of Richard. But Things could 
not remain long in this State of 
Anarchy; and ſo they reſolved to 
reſtore the Members of the lon 
Parliament, whom Oliver had turne 
out in 1653 ; which they did on the 
7th of May, declaring for the Good 
old Cauſe, a Commonwealth, with- 
out a ſingle Perſon or Houſe of Peers, 
But they had firſt choſen Fleetwood 
for their General. The Rump Par- 
liament, thus reſtored, gaye Richard 
2000/. for paying his private Debts, 
and ordered him to quit Y/hbiteball ; 
which Order he quietly obeyed, and 
returned again to a private Life. 
They alſo recalled his Brother Heary 
Cromavell from Ireland, who complied 
with their Orders, though, if he had 


refuſed, he might have given them 


ſome Trouble, as he was exceed- 
ingly beloved by the Soldiery, as 
well as. by the Zzg/iþ Inhabitants. 
There being a great Number of Re- 
publicans in the Army, and among 
the inferiok Officers, and both Fleet- 
pod and Lambert having been diſ- 
appointed in their Expectation of 
ſucceeding Oliver, will account for 
the ſtrong and early Combination 
againſt Richard. Lambert was am- 


bitious of being a ſecond Cromæueil, 


but as he could not compaſs his End, 
whilſt Fleetwood was General, he 
complied with the reſt in reſtoring 
the Rump, in hopes he ſhould be 
able to manage Fleetwood, as Oliver 
had managed Fairfax. 


The Parliament had not ſat long. 


before Differences began to ariſe, as 
uſual, between them and the princi- 
pal Officers. The Parliament want- 
ed to have the Army in Dependence, 
and for that. End careſſed the infe- 
rior Officers, that they might make 
uſe of them to get rid of their Com- 
manders; who, being aware of the 
Parliament's Deſigns, bent their 
whole Study to preſerve their Pofts 
and Authority. But before the Ani- 
moſity roſe to any great Height, 


they had Information of Plots form- 
ing by the Royaliſts in divers Parts - 
of the Nation; with whom the Preſ- 


byterians, from this Time, ſeem to 


have joined, in Hopes of freeing 


themſelves from the Reſtraints the 
Independants kept. them under. 
The Deſign was timely fruſtrated 
in moſt Places, by Means of Ther- 


loe's Intelligence from Sir Richard 


Willis, who being, as it were, at the 


Head of the King's Party, had been 


long bribed by Oliver to betray 


them. The only Riſing was in Che- 


Hire, where Sir George Booth havin 
got together about 500 Men, ſeiz 
Chefter, and publiſhed a Manifeſto 


againſt the Parliament. Lambert was 
fent againſt him about the Begin- 


ning of Auguſt, defeated him, and 
2 retook 
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as they were 


retook Chefer. Sir George eſcaped for 
that Time, but was taken ſoon after, 
and committed to- the Tower. 

Fhe Conteſts between the Parli- 
ament and Officers till continued, 
in which Lambeyt, though abſent, 
had a great Share. Things were at 
laſt come to that Paſs, that the Of- 
ficers ſaw they muſt either quit their 
Authority, and tamely ſubmit to the 
Parliament, or once more turn them 
out: For which Purpoſe Lambert 


drew his Forces near London, and 


came thither himſelf, to aſſiſt at the 
Conſultations of his Friends. And 
yet the Parliament, being encou- 
raged by Men}'s promifing to ſtand 
by them, ventured to caſhier Lam- 
Bert, Deſborough, and ſome other 
principal Officers, vacated Flet- 
s Commiſſion, and named Com- 
miſſioners to govern the Army. Up- 
on this, Lambert drawing ſome Re- 
giments into the City, ſecured all 
the Avenues to Weſtminſter-Hall, and 
ſtopped the Speaker and Members, 
ing to the Houſe. 
A ſtrong Gyard was afterwards pla- 
ced at the Parliament Doors, to 


hinder their Meeting for the future. 


Tus the Rump Parliament was 
again depoſed by the Army, on Oc- 
taber 13, five Months after they had 
been reſtored. '' And now there was 
a. ſecond Anarchy of a few Days, 
which was rendered tolerable, by the 
Army's being kept in exact Diſci- 

line, and by the Officers appoint- 
Ing a Cauncil of Ten out of their 
own Body, to take Care of ſuch Af- 
fairs as were moſt preſſing. Then 
they declared Fleetwood their Gene- 


ral, Lambert their Lieutenant-Gene-" 


ral, and De/borough Commiſſary-Ge- 
neral of the Horſe. ' At laſt, on. Oc- 


 #ober 26, they eſtabliſhed a Committee 
/ Safety, N of 23, and en- 


7 


trafted to them the Government, 


who were to confider farther of a 
Settlement, without a King, Aigle 


tien, or Houſe of Peers; 
E „ " 1 


Various GOVERNMENTS. 


Whilſt theſe Things were doing, 
and Lambert governed the Army in 
the Name of Fleetavood, Moa, who 
hated Lambert, reſolved to march 


out of Scotland with the beſt of his 


Troops, and reſtore the Rump Par- 
liament. As to any other Deſign, 
he all along uſed the moſt profound 
Diſſimulation, and opened himſelf 


only as Circumſtances offered. But 


as it was known he was preparin 
to march into England, 60 eeffablif 
the Parliament, the Members were 
no leſs buſy in endeavouring to re- 
ſtore themſelves. In the mean Time, 
the Fleet, the Governor of Por:/- 
mouth, and great Part of the Army, 
deſerting their Officers, declared 
for the Parliament. Now the Com- 
mittee of Safety, 'Fleetwood and his 
Aſſociates at London, were forced to 
give Way, reſign their Authority, 
and confent to the Meeting of the 
Parliament; who accordingly met 
on December 26. Lambert was gone 
into the North to oppoſe Monk ; but 
when his Troops heard that the Par- 
liament was reſtored, they put him 
under Arreſt, and he was — 
up to London, and impriſoned in the 
Tower, HT | 
The Reftoration of the Rump 
ſeemed to extinguiſh the Hopes of 
the King's Friends. But what was 
ſoon after done by the Interpoſition 
of Monk, raiſed them again. He 
entered England with his Army on 
January 2, 1659-bo. The Rump, 
now ſuſpecting he had ſomething far- 
ther in View than reſtoring them, 
had rather he had ſtaid where he was; 
but he found Pretences to continue 
his March, ſtill profeſſing it was 
purely for the Service of tle Parlia- 
ment. At Leicefler, he was met by 


Deputies from London, with an Ad- 


dreſs, praying the Reſtoration of 
the Members, who had been ex- 
cluded in 1648, when the Army put 
a Force upon the Parliament, in or- 
der to accompliſh their Defigns 3. 
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Various GOVERNMENTS. | 
ment, punQually executed; at which 


inſt the late King. And at ſeveral 


laces, as he marched along, he re- 


ceived Addreſſes to the ſame Pur- 

ſe, to which he gave uncertain An- 
ſwers, the better to conceal his De- 
ſign, which ſome thought was to ſet 
up himſelf, like Cromævell, and 
others, to reſtore the King. In theſe 
Addreſſes, the Preſbyterians ſeemed 


to have joined with the Royaliſts, as 


thoſe ſecluded Members were moſtly 
of the Preſbyterian Stamp. They 
were defirous now to reſcue them- 
ſelves out af the Hands of the In- 
dependants at any Rate. Oliver 
had indeed ſuffered their Church- 
Government to continue, but with a 
full Liberty to the other Sects, which 
was their great Grievane. 
Both the Parliament and Army 
were uneaſy at Monl's Proceedings; 
but the Parhament was more jealous 
of their own Army, than of Mon#'s; 
and this hindered them from unit- 


ing, which would effeQually have 


ruined his Scheme: Inſtead of this, 
upon Mornk's Approach, the Parha- 
ment, at his Deſire, ordered the 
Regiments quartered about London 


to retire at a Diſtance, to make 


Room for his Troops. Lambert was 
now in the Tower; and Fleetwood, 
and the reſt, loſt their Courage, as 
doubting whether they ſhould be 
able to preſerve their Command over 
their inferior Officers; and ſo they 
tamely ſubmitted to this Order of 
the Parliament. 

Mont entered London, February 4, 
and the next Day going to the Par- 
liament, received the Thanks of 
the Houſe. A few Days after, the 
City of London, refuſing to pay any 
more Taxes, till the Parliament was 
filled, Monk was bordered to march 
into the City and chaſtiſe them, by 
taking away their Gates, Portcul- 
lices, Poſts, and Chains, and arreſt- 
ing eleven of the Common-Council: 
Which he, thinking it expedient, as 
yet, to keep fair with the Parlia- 


the City was greatly enraged againſt 


him; but he ſeon made them eaſy. 


again, by N with his Forces, 
reconciling himſelf to the Magiſtrates 
and Citizens, and promiſing to re- 


ſtore the ſecluded Members; which 


occaſioned great Rejoicings, Ring- 


ing of Bells, and Bonfires, at which. 
a great many Rumps were roaſted, in 


Derifion of the fitting Members. 
In ſhort, on February 12, Monk put 
his grand Deſign in Execution. 
The ſecluded Members attended him 
in a Body at Whitehall, from whence, 
after receiving their Promiſe to call 
a free Parliament, and then diſſolve 
themſelves, he gave them a Guard 
to the Parhament-Houſe, where 
they took their Seats ; upon which, 
the Leaders of the Independant and. 
Republican Party, ſurprized at this 
ſudden Appearance of the fecluded 
Members amongft them, withdrew. 
from the Houſe. + | 4 
The Parliament thus altered re- 
pealed the Oath for abjuring Charles 
Stuart, as alſo the Engagement to 
be faithful to the Commonwealth 
without a King, or Houſe of Peers, 


and paſſed ſeveral other Votes in - 


favour of the King's Reſtoration z 
and then having iſſued out Writs for 
calling a free Parliament, and ap- 
pointed a new Council of State, they 
diſſolved themſelves on the 16th of 
March. | % 466 

Before the new Parliament met, 
Lambert having eſcaped out of the 
Tower, Jo himſelf at the Head of 
ſome diſcontented Froops in North» 
amptonſhire : But Ingeldſty, being 


immediately ſent againit them by 


Monk, came unawares upon them, 


April 22, diſperſed them, and too 


Lambert Priſoner, who was again 
ſent to the Torver. 

The Parliament met in two 
Houſes, Lords and Commons, on 
April 25, 1660, and it ſoon appear- 
ed, that many Royaliſts had been 

Z 2 elected. 
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elected. The King's Letters to the 
Lords, and Commons, from Breda, 
(whither his Majeſty removed by 


General Mont's Advice) were ſeve- 
_ read in both Houſes, together 
his gracious Declaration to all 


wit 
his loving Subjects, Granting a 
free and general Pardon, which he 


would be ready, on Demand, to 
«paſs under the Great Seal of Eng- 
© land, to all that ſhould lay hold of 


it within forty Days, | excepting 
« only ſuch Perſons as ſhould here- 
© after be excepted by Parliament; 
© and a Liberty to tender Conſci- 


< ences, ſo that none ſhould be queſ- 


< tioned for Difference of Opinion 
in Matters of Religion, which 
© did not diſturb the Peace of the 
© Kingdom, Sc.“ Immediately 


upon this, both Houſes voted, That 
by the fundamental Laws of the 


Kingdom, the Government is, and 
ought to be, by King, Lords, and 
Commons. Then the Commons vot- 
ed a Preſent of 50, oool. to the King, 
10,0007. to the Duke of York, and 
g ooo J. to the Duke of Glouceſter. 
On May 8, his Majeſty was pro- 


claimed, and three Days after, Com- 


miffioners from the Parliament and 
City ſet out, to wait on him in Hol- 
land; with whom went alſo ſome 
Preſbyterian Miniſters. On the 23d, 


the King embarked, and two Days 


after having landed at Dower, on the 
29th arrived at Mbiteball, amidſt 
numberleſs Crowds of People, con- 
gratulating him, on. his 4 re- 

ored, with the loudeſt Acclamations 
of Joy. Thus was this great Revo- 


lation effected without any Effuſion 


had forgot. 
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of Blood: But what is more to be 


wondered at, is, that whereas & 


much Blood had been ſpilt to com- 
el Charles I. to come to Terms with 
1s People, towards which, it is 


certain, he at laſt made large Con- 


ceſſions, Charles II. ſhould be re. 
ceived without any Conditions at all, 
Upon this Biſhop Burnet, in the 
Hiſtory of his own Times, tells us, 
That Hale, afterwards Lord Chief. 
Juſtice, did move, that a Commit- 
tee might be appointed to look into 


the Propoſitions that had been made, 


and the Conceſſions that had been 
offered by the late King, and from 
thence digeſt ſuch Propoſitions as 
they ſhould think fit to be ſent 
over to the King. This was fe- 
conded, but by whom the Biſhop 
As ſuch a Motion 
was foreſeen, Monk was inſtructed 
how to anſwer it: He told the Houſe, 
that he had Information of ſuch 
Numbers of Incendiaries ſtill in the 
Kingdom, that if any Delay was 
put to the Sending for the King, he 
could not anſwer for the Peace, 
either of the Nation or Army: And, 
as the King was to bring neither 
Army nor Treaſure with him, either 
to fright or corrupt them, Propoti- 
tions might be as well offered to 
him when he ſhould come over; ſo 
moved for ſending Commiſſioners 
immediately. This was echoed 
with ſuch a Shout over the Houſe, 
that Hale's Motion was no more in- 
ſiſted on. To the King's Coming- 
in without Conditions may well be 


imputed, ſays the Biſhop, all the 


Errors of his Reign. 


. 


C HARPBE S 


CHARLES II. 


UCH a Tide of extravagant 
Jay. overſpread the Nation, 
upon the King's Arrival, as, 
in the End, very much hurt the 
Morals of the People, and intro- 
duced an almoſt univerſal Diſſolute- 
neſs of Manners, which was encou- 
raged and propagated by the ill Ex- 
ample of the King and the Court ; 
ſo that from Enthuſiaſm and Fanati- 
ciſm, the prevailing Spirit of the late 
Times, the Engl; fell into the op- 
polite Extreme of Licentiouſneſs 
and Immorality ; as one or the other 
of theſe Extremes will always be the 
Conſequence of Men's not govern- 
ing themſelves by Reaſon. 
The Confidence the People had 
in the King, from the extraordinar 
good Opinion they had been prepoſ- 
eſſed with in his Favour, and their 
Tranſports of Joy at being delivered 
from the late Confuſions and Diſ- 
trations, by Means of his Reſtora- 
tion, will account for the exceſſive 


Court at the Be — fo this great 
Event, ſo that the Parliament could 


good-ratured, had a furprizing 


Complaiſance that was ſhewn to the 


ſcarce deny the King any Thing; 
and the ill Uſe that was made of 
this Confidence was the chief Cauſe 
of the Oppoſition that was made 
to the Court afterwards, . 
Not only the Character of Kin 

Charles IT. but that of the Duke o. 
York, who bore the chief Sway in 
the Counſels of the King his Bro- 
ther, is to be conddered; i we would 
know the Source of the princi 

Events of this Reign. King Charles 
was endowed with many engagi 

Qualities, and excellent Talents, 
which might have made his Reign 
glorious, if he had made a better 
Uſe of them, He was affable and 


ready Wit, a ſolid Judgment, and a 
deep Penetration. Bur what (poiles 

all, was his exceſſive Indolence, and 
Love of Eaſe and Pleaſure, to 
_ 1 which 


* 
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to it, even the Good and 


could but gratifychis Inclinations. 


and his whole Time and Treaſure 
were in a Manner devoted to them. 


Add to this, that though be em- 


braced the Popiſh Religion abroad, 
in Hopes of having the Aid of the 
Catholick Princes towards his Re- 
ſtoration; yet he was quite indiffe- 


one to him, whether Popery, or 


Proteſtantiſm, were the Religion of 


England, ſo that he could but enjoy 
his beloved Eaſe and Pleaſure. But 
here we muſt take in the Character 
of the Duke of York, who was of 
an active, violent, and vindictive 
Temper. and ſuch a thorough Bigot 
to Popery, that he would ſtick at 
nothing to have it eſtabliſhed ; and 


- In order to that, laboured to extend 
the Prerogative,. and to eſtabliſh an 


arbitrary Government. This then, 
Joined with the. Indolence of the 
King, of which the Duke of York 


made his Advantage, to purſue the 
Schemes he had 
_ Chief Occaſion of the Diſtractions 
and Animoſities in the latter End of 
this Reign: For it was ſome Time 
after the Reſtoration, and as it were 
by inſenſible Degrees, that theſe 


ormed, was the 


Deſigns diſcovered themſelves, Af- 
ter theſe Remarks, it will be ſaffi- 


- Cient to give a brief Narration of 


the principal Tranſactions and 


. Events in the Reign of King 
Charles II. 


The King, in forming his Coun- 


. dil, took in ſome, that had been 


deeply enough engaged againſt his 
Father and himſelf, but afterwards 
promoted his Reſtoration; as, Den- 
il Hollis, afterwards Lord Hollis, 
the Earl of Manche/ter, Sir Argpony 


LEES 107 * 
dicted, that he would ſacrifice any 


of his Kingdoms, which. 
might fink or ſwim, ſo” that he 


He had abundance of Miſtreſſes, 


rent to all Religions, and it was all 


Aſvley Cooper, and others, who bad 
. And to humour 
that Party for the preſent, Mr. Bax. 
ter, and Mr. Calamy, were appoint- 
ed his Chaplains in Ordinary. Sir 
"Edward Hyde, afterwards Earl of 
Clarendon, a great Enemy to theſe 
People, who had conſtantly attend- 
ed the King in his Exile, was his 
Lord Chancellor and Prime Miniſ- 
ter the Earl of Southampton, Lord 
Treaſarer ;* Exward Montague (af- 
terwards Earl of Sandeuich who 
had been one of CromwelFs Admi- 
rals in Conjunction with Blake, was 
Commander of the Fleet; and 
George Monk, who had been made 
Knight of the Garter upon the 
King's Landing, was continued 
General of alf the Forces, and 
created Duke of Albemarle. 

The Aſſembly, which reſtored 
the King, had been ſummoned by 
a Commonwealth Writ, in the 
Name of the Keepers of the Liber- 
ties of England: It was, however, 
called a Parliament, till his Arrival, 
but then had only the Name of 
Convention; however, two ar 
after, the King went to the Houſe, 
and gave his Aſſent to an 4 fir 
changing the Convention into a Par- 
liament. 1 

In July, the City of London gave 
a magnificent Entertainment to the 
King, his two Brothers the Dukes 
of York and Glouceſter, the great 
Officers of the Crown, and both 
Houſes of Parliament. 
The Act of Indemnity or Ob- 
livien had been depending for 
ſome Time, and the King ſent 3 
Meſſage ts the Commons, and 
came to the Houſe of Lords, to 
haſten. it, according to his Declz- 
ration from Breda. At laſt it paſſed 
both Houſes, - and his Majeſty gave 
his Aſſent to it on Auguſt 29. There 
were excepted out of it, the late 


King's Judges, and ſome others, 


who 
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' Guernſey, T 
well, Ireton, Bradſhaw and Pride, 


who had been deeply concerned in 


is Death. Twenty-five 'of thoſe 
—— were dead, whoſe Eſtates 
were confiſcated ; 19 had made their 


Eſcapes, of whom Ludlow was one, 


who were afterwards attainted ; ſe- 
ven were thought worthy of the 
King's Mercy, as being leſs con- 
cerned in the Crime, or having 
joined in promoting the Reſtoration; 
and 29 were tried in O&over, and 
condemned to die: But of tlieſe, 
19, who had ſurrendered themſelves 
upon the King's Proclamation, were 
ſpared as to Life, but reſerved for 
other Puniſhments, as Impriſonment, 
Baniſhment, and Confiſcation of 
Eſtate ; ſo that only 10 were exe- 
cuted at this Time, vez. Major 
General Harri/on, Carew, Cook, Scot, 
Clement, Scraop, Jones, and Hugh 
Peters, (an incendiary Preacher in 
thoſe Times) at Charing-Cro/5 ; and 
Hacker, and Axtel, at Tyburn ; all 
juſtifying what they had done to the 
laſt, and looking upon themſelves 
as Martyrs. Some Time after, 


three of thoſe who had made their 


Eſcape, viz. Corbet, Okey, and Bark- 
flead, were apprehended in Hol- 
land, brought over to England, and 
executed. Sir Henry Vane was like- 
wiſe tried, condemned, and behead- 
ed on Towwer-Hill 5 and Lambert, who 
was tried at the ſame Time, was 


5 reprieved from Death, but ampri- 


ſoned for Life in the- Iſland of 
he Bodies of Crom- 


were taken up, and hanged for a 
whole Day at Tyburn, and then 
buried under the Gallows. This 
may be true as to the three laſt ; but 
whether the Body taken up for 


 Cromwell's was really his, .may be 


doubted, from the Uncertainty of 
the Place of his Burial, as before 


related. 


At the fame Time that the King 
Pailed the 4# of Indemnity, he gave 
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his Aﬀent to an 42 for a perpetual 
Anniverſary Thankſgiving on the 
29th of May, the Day of his Arri- 
val in England. The Commons, 
ſoon after, voted 1, 200, ooo J. for 
the ordinary Expences of the Go- 
vernment. There were ſonie Court 
Sycophants, who undertook to have 
a perpetual annual Revenue of two 
Millions ſettled on the King, which 
would have ſet him above Parlia- 
ments: But this was honeſtly op- 
poſed and defeated by the Lord 
Clarendon. | 

In the Midſt of the Joy for the 
Reftoration, the King and Nation 
met with one great Affliction in the 
Death of Henry Duke of Gloucefter, 
his Majefty's youngeſt Brother, a 
very hopeful Prince; who died of 
the Small-Pox, at about 20 Years 
of Age, on September 13. 
juſt take Notice here, that the Prin- 
ceſs Zlizabeth, the King's ſecond 
Siſter, died in Cari/orook-Caſtle, dur- 
ing the Uſurpation, a few Days after 
the Battle of Dunbar. | 

The Hierarchy; which had ſuf- 
fered' the ſame Fate with the Mo- 
narchy, was now to be re-eſtabliſhed 
with it. The Biſhops, who were 
ſtill living, being nine in Number, 


were reſtored ; and others were-con- 
ſecrated to fill the vacant Sees. Rey- 


noldt, Calamy, Baxter, Manton, Bates, 


and Bowles, all eminent Preſbyteri- 
an Miniſters, were offered Biſha- 


pricks and Deaneries ; though none 
accepted but Reynolds, who was made 
Biſhop of Norwieh. 

In O Sober, the Princeſs Dowager 


of Orange came over to England, 


to congratulate the King, her Bro- 
ther, on his Reſtoration: And the 
Queen-Mother arrived in the fol- 
lowing Month, bringing with her 


the Princeſs Henrietta, her youngeſt 


Daughter, who, by the King her 


Brother's Conſent, was married to 
the Duke of Orleans. The Duke 
24 of 
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of York, a little before, married 
Anne, eldeſt Daughter of Chancel- 
lor 'Hyde, Earl of Clarendon, to 
whom he had been contracted at 
Breda. The Queen- Mother was as 


much diſpleaſed with this — 
er 


as ſhe was pleaſed with that of 
Daughter. The Princeſs of Orange 
had been but about two Months in 
England, when ſtre was taken ill of 
the Small- Pox, and died on Decem- 
ber 24, leaving only one Son, Vil- 
liam, Prince of Orange, now about 
ten Years old, and afterwards King 
of England. 8. | 

The Parliament, after about two 
Months Receſs, having granted 
Money for diſbanding the Army, 
that great Work was effected in a 
few Months, all being diſbanded 
except Monk's Regiment. But then, 
the King introduced a new Cuſtom, 
by forming to himſelf a Guard of 
two Regiments, one of Horſe, and 


another of Foot; which filled ſeve- 


ral with Apprehenſions. This Par- 
liament, which the King would 
have to be called the Healing Parli- 
ament, was diſſolved on December 29, 
after the Paſſing of ſeveral Acts; 
and among the reſt, one for erefing 
a Poſt-Office; another for an Impoſt 


on Ale, Beer, Cyder, and other Li- 


guors; and a third, for taking a- 
vay the Court of Wards, and Li- 
veries, ?ogether with Tenure in Ca- 
pite, Knights Service, and Purvey- 


ances, and for ſettling a Revenue upon 


his Majeſty. in Lieu thereof. 

The Royal Society was founded this 
Year, 1660, by the King's Letters 
Patent, for Experiments and Diſco- 
verics in Natural Philoſophy and 
Mechanicks. Dr. Henry Hammond, 
the famous Divine and Commenta- 
tor, died the ſame Year, a little be 
fore the Reſtoration, | 

On January 6, 1660-1, there was 
a ſudden Inſurrection of the Fifth- 
Monarchy Men, who expected the 
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perſonal Reign of Chr; upon 
Earth. They iſſued = 9 
armed, about fixty in Number, 
under their Leader Thomas Venner, 
and fought deſperately with the 
City. Trained-Bands, and a Party 
of Horſe and Foot that were fent 
againſt them. At laft they were 
defeated, after ſeveral had been 
killed on both Sides, and Ye 
with about fixteen of his Accom- 
plices were taken and hanged. This 
Accident ſerved as a Handle to the 
Court to ſuppreſs the Preſbyterians 
and all other Sets, who now be- 
an to be confounded under the ge- 
neral Name of ' Difſenters or Noncon- 
formiſts. 
' Meaſures had been taken, laſt 
Year, to ſuppreſs the Kirk-Party 
in Scotland. And this Year, Epil 
copacy was reſtored in that King- 
dom, and the Parliament there, 
wholly devoted to the Court, ab- 
rogated the Solemn League and Cove- 
nant, that Idol of the Majority of the 
Scots Nation; and made ſeveral] other 
Acts, in Favour of the King, and 
againſt the Preſbyterians. Not long 
after, the Marqueſs of Argyle, the 
Chief of the Kirk-Party, was be- 
headed at Edinburgh. 

On March 25, 1661, a Confe- 
rence was opened at the Biſhop of 
London's Houſe in the Savoy, be- 
tween ſome Biſhops and other 
Clergymen of the Church of Ex- 
land, and the ſame Number of 
Preſbyterian Divines, by Virtue of 
a Commiſſion from his Majeſty, to 
adviſe upon and review the Book 
of Common-Prayer, and make ſuch 
Alterations and Amendments, 45 
ſhould be agreed upon by both 
Parties. But though ſome very flight 
Alterations were made, this Con- 
ference had the Fate uſual to all 
Conferences of the like Nature; 


that is, it came to nothing, both 


Sides being too ' rigidly , 


CHARLES II. hs 


of their own Ways and Opinions : 


Not to ſay, that the Party which 


1s uppermoſt, which ſoever it be, 
has ſeldom a ſincere Deſire of an 
Accommodation. FE 

The King was crowned with the 
uſual Solemnity, on April 23; on 
which Occaſion, among other Pro- 
motions, Sir George Booth was cre- 
ated Lord TI ; — — 
Aſpley Cooper, Lord Afbley of Wim- 
2 7 Charles — Earl of 


Carliſle; and Arthur Lord Capel, 


Earl of E/ex. 2 

A new Parliament met on the 
Sth of May, and how agreeable it 
was to the Court, appears by its 
long Continuance, which was al- 
moſt 18 Vears. It was afterwards 
called the Penſonary Parliament, 
when it was known that many of 
the Members had Penftons from the 
King. However, their Eyes were 
at laſt opened, and they turned a- 
gainſt the Court, as will be ſeen in 
its proper Place. The firſt Thing 


they did, was to order the Solemz 


League and Covenant, the A for try- 
ing the late King, and ſeveral other 
Acts made againft the Royal Family, 
under the Commonwealth and Pro- 
tectorate of Oliver, to be burnt by 
the Hands of the Common Hang- 
man. 

On July 30, the King gave his 
Aſſent to an Ad for reſtoring the Bi- 
Hops to their Seats in the Houſe of 
Peers, and to another for declaring 
the ſole Right of the Militia to be in 
the King; and then permitted the 
Houſes to adjourn to Nowember 20, 
when they met accordingly, and 
on the 2oth of the following Month, 
the King gave his Aſſent to the fa- 
mous Corporation Act, which was de- 
ſigned to exclude the Nonconform- 
iſts from any Share in the Govern- 
ment of Corporations. t 

Elizabeth, Electreſs Palatine, and 
Queen of Bohemia, the King's Aunt, 


and Daughter of King James I. wh 


arrived in England in May, 166r, | 


died at London on February 13 fol- 
lowing. She had- eight Sons, and 
five Daughters, of whom the youngeſt 
ſurviving, the Princeſs Sophia, Mo- 
ther of King George I. was declared 
Heir to the Crown of Great Britain, 
in 1701. | 

On May 17, 1662, an Act paſſed, 
for a perpetual and annual Tax of two 


Shillings on every Chimney-Hearth ; 


and an AQ for the Uniformity of pub- 
lick Prayers, and the Adminiftration of 
the Sacraments : Ia Conſequence of 
which Act, about 2000 Miniſters, 
moſtly Preſbyterian, but ſome of 
other Parties, for refaſing to con- 
form, were obliged, on Auguſt 24, 
St. Bartholomew's-Day, to quit their 
Livings in the Church. Theſe, and 


ſome other Acts, being paſſed, the 


Parliament was prorogued to Febru- 
ary 18. . 8 

A Treaty of Marriage having 
been concluded between his Majeſt: 
and Catharine Princeſs of Pavan, 
ſhe landed at Port/meuth in May, 
where the King met her, and the 
Marriage was ſolemnized. The 
Queen-Mother, who left - England 
the Year before, now came over 
again, and after three Years Reſi- 
dence here, went back apain to 
France. | 

The Sale of Dunkirk, this Year, 
to the French King, for five Milli- 
ons of Livres, made a great Noiſe 
in England, and was much reflected 
upon. The King was in great Want 
of Money, notwithſtanding the vaſt 
Sums granted him by the Parlia- 
ment ; which ſeems to have been 
the Motive to this inglorious Mea- 
ſure, in which the Lord Chancelior 


Clarenden is ſaid to have had | the N 


chief Hand. | 


William Lenthall, Speaker of the 


Long Parliament, died this Year; 
as did, the Year before, Sir Arthur 


Haſlerigg 
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946 CHARLES: I 
faferigg in the. Tower, and Dr. The popiſh Cabal, knowing the 
Brian Walton, Biſhop of Cheſter, the Lord Clarendon was not a Man for 
Compiler of the Polyglot Bible. their Purpoſe, endeavoured by all 
In January, 1662-3, the King Means to get rid of him. To this 
publiſhed a Declaration in Favour . End, Digby Earl of Brifel, a pro- 
of the Preſbyterians, to diſpenſe with feſſed Papiſt, Fuly 10, 1653, im- 
their Compliance with ſome Arti- peached him of High-Treaſon in 
cles in the Ad of Uniformity. It the Houſe of Lords, and exhibited 
Teems, it was the Deſign of the Articles againſt him; but they were 
Court, in firſt perſecuting the Preſ- moſt of them ſo very inconſiftent 
byterians, and then giving them an and improbable, that the Lords 
Indulgence to pacify them, for unanimouſly rejected the Impeach. 
fear, as was pretended, of Danger ment. On the 27th, the Parliament, 
to the State, from ſo numerous a after having ſettled the Revenues of 
Body firmly united together, to con- the PH. Office, and Wine-Licences, 
vince the Parliament of the Ne- on the Duke of Tors, was pro- 
ceſſity of granting, at laſt, a To- rogued to March 16. 
leration to all Nonconformiſts, in As there had been before ſeveral 
which the Papiſts might be includ- Rumours of Plots carrying on by 
ed. So that to procure Advantages the Republicans, ſo this Year one 
for the Papiſts, and to favour them, was diſcovered, which was ſaid to 
under Pretence of favouring the be for a general InſurreQion ; but 
Preſbyterians, was the grand Scheme though it was attended with ſome 
of the King and his Courtiers. But improbable Circumſtances, about 
here the Lord Clarendon muſt be ex- twenty Perſons were taken up for 
cepted, who, as he hated the Preſ- it and hanged. 
byterians, was no Friend to the Dr. Fulliam Fuxon, Archbiſhop 
Papiſts, and therefore, from this of Canterbury, who had been Lord 
Time, began to fink in his Credit Treaſurer to King Charles I. and 
at Court. | attended him on the Scaffold, died 
The Parliament meeting on Fe- this Year, and was ſucceeded by Dr. 
bruary 18, the King, in his Speech, Gilbert Sheldon, Bilhop of London. 
gave them the Reaſons which mov- When the Parliament met again, 
ed him to publiſh his Declaration on March 16, 1663-4, they, at 
concerning the A4 70 Uniformity. the King's Deſire, repealed the 43 
The Commons, who fincerely hated .for Friennial Parliaments; and a 
the Preſbyterians, and at the ſame his Majeſty had a Mind to go to 
Time diſliked the Papiſts, were War with the Dutch, the Parliament 
alarmed at it, and addreſſed the was artfully brought into it, aud 
King againſt it; and both Houſes in their next Seſſion, which was 
Joined in deſiring him to iſſue out in November, voted 2,500,000. 
a Proclamation againſt popiſn Prieſts for carrying it on. In the mean 
and Jeſuits; which he accordingly Time, the Puke of York, who was 
did, but to as little Effect as thoſe Lord High-Admiral, fell upon the 
. publiſhed by his Father and Grand- Dutch Bourdeaux Fleet, before the 
father. However, as it was not War was declared, and took 130 
then known, that the King had Sail of them, laden with Wine 
turned Papiſt abroad, his Profeſſions and Brandy. The Injuries and In- 
of Zeal for the Proteſtant Religion ſults of the Durch upon our Trade, 
paſſed well enough. 


this 


were aſſigned as the Ground of 


, 
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this Wat ; but by the ſeveral Steps 
taken towards it, by the Court of 
England, it ſeems, that this was 
only a Pretence, . and that there 
were other ſecret Motives to it. 

In May, this Year, 1664, the 
famous Conventicle Ads was paſſed ; 
whereby, if any one ſhould repair 
to Conventicles (as the Meetings 
of the Nonconformiſts for relig1- 
ous Worſhip were called) the firſt 
Offence was puniſhable with 51. 
or three Months Impriſonment, 
and 1ol. for a Peer; the ſecond 
Offence with +0/. or ſix Months 
Impriſonment, and 20/. for a Peer: 
But for the third Offence, after a 
Trial by a Jury, and the Trial of 
a Peer, by his Peers, the Party con- 
victed was to be tranſported to 
ſome foreign Plantation, unleſs he 
laid down 1001. 

The Money-Bill being paſſed in 
January, 1664-5, the King, ſoon 
after, declared War againſt the 
States-General. The Declaration 
bore Date February 22, but was 
not proclaimed till March 2, vihen 
che Parliament was prorogued. In 
WF this Seſſion, the Clergy gave up 
WF their Right of taxing themſelves 
m Convocation, and have ever ſince 
been taxed by the Parliament, in 
common with other Subjects; which 
has rendered Convocations little 
more than a Matter of Form, as 
being leſs neceſſary to the Crown. 
And from this Time, the Clergy 
have voted at Elections for Members 
of Parliament, | 
= The Duke of York failed in 
= oy, _— with a Fleet of 107 
Men of War, and 14 Fire-ſhips, 
and having alarmed the Coaſt of 
Holland, before the Datch+ were 
ready, and taken ſeveral of their 
homeward-bound Ships, he re- 
turned with the Fleet to Harwich ; 
which gave the Enemy an Op- 


portunity of intercepting the Eng- 


di Hamburgh Fleet. The Holland 
1 


— 
and Zealand Squadrons being join- 
ed, compoſed a Fleet of 120 Men 
of War, befides Fire-ſhips, under 


the Command of Admiral Opdam ; - 


and on June 3, there was a re- 
markable Engagement, wherein 
the Dutch were beaten, having 
loſt a great many of their Ships, 
though the Number is variouſly re- 
lated: According to the loweſt 
Account, there were about 20; and 
it is certain, that Opdam, with his 
Ship and all his Men, were blown 
up. The Exgliſb loſt but four 
Ships, ſome ſay but one, but ſeve- 
ral Perſons of Diſtinction were 
killed. The King appointed æ 
Day of Thankſgiving for this 
Victory, and feveral Medals were 
ſtruck in Honour of the Duke of 
York. 

The Fleet was next commanded 
by the Earl of Sandavich, who en- 
deavoured to ſeize the Dutch Smyrna 
and Eaft-India Fleet, that had re- 


tired to Bergen in Norway, but failed 


in the Attemft. 

In the mean Time, the Plague 
made terrible Havock in Londom. 
It began in May, and before the 
End of the Year, when it ceaſed, 
ſwept off 68, 596 of the Inhabi- 
tants. | 

The Parliament had- been pro- 
rogued to October g, when it met 
at Oxford, by reaſon of the Plague. 
They gave the King 1, 250, oool. 
for the Continuance of the War, 
and 120, ooo. to the Duke of 
York, for his late good Service to 
the Nation. In this Seſſion was like 
wiſe paſſed the famous Five-Mile 
Ad, prohibiting all Nonconformift 
Teachers to dwell, or come, unleſs 
upon the Road, within five Miles 
of any Corporation, or any Place 
they had preached at, after the A# 
of Oblivion, under the Penalty of 
4ol. and fix Months Impriſonment. 
Plots and Conſpiracies, whether 
real or pretended, were made a 
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Handle for theſe Severities. And 
at the ſame Time, no leſs Rigour 
was exerciſed againſt the Preſby- 
terians in Scotland; which occa- 
ſioned an Inſurrection - there, ſhort- 
ly after: But the Numbers be- 
ing but ſmall, about 1500, they 
were ſoon defeated, 300 being killed 
on the Spot, and about ioo taken 


Priſoners, who were moſt of them 


executed. : 
In January, 1665-6, the French 
King declared War againſt Eng- 


land, which by his Conduct ap- 


peared to be only a Feint, and not 
with any real Deſign to aſſiſt the 
Dutch. Rapin ſays, it was only to 
fave the Penſionary De Vit, who 
was entirely attached to his Intereſt, 
and could not otherwiſe ſupport 
himſelf. 

The Engliſh Fleet, under the 


Command of Prince Rupert and the 


Duke of Albemarle, put to Sea to- 
wards the End of May, 1666. The 
Dutch Fleet was now commanded 
by De Rayter ; and there ſoon fol- 
lowed a moſt bloody Sea-Fight, 
which was renewed for four Days 
ſucceſſively, the Engliſb being every 


Time worſted. 1 hey loſt 23 capi- 


tal Ships, beſides others of leſs 
Note; and the Dutch fix: Though 
this Engagement is alſo variouſly re- 

lated. There was another furious 

Fight in July, when the Dutch were 

beaten ; but De Ruyter made a moſt 

llant Retreat. After this, the 

| Fel inſulted the Coaſt of Holland, 
burnt 100 Merchant-Ships, and two 

Men of War, who were to be their 


_ Convoys. 


On September 2, about One in the 
Morning, a moſt dreadful Fire broke 
out in the City of London. which 
continuing with mercileſs Fury for 
three Days, laid the greateſt Part 
of that famous City-in Aſhes, con- 
ſuming 89 Churches, the City 


Gates, Guild Hall, with many other 


were 436 Acres. Few believed this 


-ſtances concurred to make then 
think the contrary. 


it to the Papiſts, according to the 


paſſed the Bill for this Tax, an 
the other Money-Bills, as alſo an 


ing to Doubt whether the King 


publick Structures, and 13, 200 
Dwelling-Houſes. It deſtroyed 400 
Streets, and the Ruins of the Cit 


Fire to be caſual; many Circum. 


Some would 
have it, that the Republicans were 
the Authors of it; but moſt aſcribed 


Inſcription upon the famous Mann- 
ment, erected in Memory of this re. 
markable Conflagration. 

The Parliament met on Segtenber 
21, and gave the King 1, 800, oool. 
Part of which was to be raiſed by 
a Poll-Tax, The King 3 


Ad for rebuilding the City of Lou- 
don, prorogued the Parliament to 
October 10. 

The King had no ſooner receiv. 
ed this large Supply for the War, 
but he began to enter on Mes- 
ſures for bringing about a Peace; 
and the Conferences between 
the Plenipotentiaries of England, 
France and Holland, were open- 
ed at Breda, in May, 1667 ; but 
were prolonged by ſome Pundt- 
lives, which King Charles inſil. 


ed on to ſave Appearances wi 


his People, becauſe, how trifling 
ſoever, they were almoſt the only 
Things particularly alledged a 
the Cauſe of the War. At the 
ſame Time concluding, by the Ot- 
fers of the States, that he could 
have Peace when he would, be 
unmanned his Fleet, and laid up 
his Ships, for the Sake of keeping 
the Money given him by the Parli- 
ament ; While the Dutch, pretend. 


was fincerely inclined to Peace, 
continued their Preparations, il 
at laſt De Ruyter ſailed with bi 
Fleet, and entered the Mouth © 


the Thames; when Yan Gi, Wil 


with 
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with ſome of the lighteſt Ships, 
ſailed up the Medway, made him- 
ſelf Maſter of Sheerne/s, ſet Fire 
to the Magazine, and blew up the 
Fortifications, and then (proceeding 
as far as Chatham, burnt ſeveral 
Ships. This cauſed a great Con- 
ſternation in the City, and Com- 
plaints againſt the King, who was 
nin the utmoſt Perplexity about this 
Affair. In ſhort, De Ruyter ſailing 
out of the Thames, kept the Coa 
of England in continual Alarms, 
till he heard that the Peace was 
ſigned, which was on Fuly 21, 
after, the King had receded from 
his former Demands. 1 
Thus after ſuch vaſt Sums of 
Money expended in this impoli- 
tick Rupture, a Peace was con- 
cluded without any Advantage to 
| England by the War; which made 
the People very uneaſy, and, with 
other Parts of the King's Conduct, 
opened their Mouths againſt him 
| and his Miniſters : But the King 
thought he ſhould give them ſome 
Satisfaction, 5 ſacrificing his faith- 
ful Miniſter, the Earl of Clarendon, 
whom he had diſliked for ſome 
Time, as he was no Friend to the 
= Manners and Views of the Court. 
on Auguft 31, he deprived him of 
the Chancellorſhip, and gave the 
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wy Great Seal to Sir Orlando Briag- 
an, by the Title of Lord-Keeper, 
= little before, the King loſt ano- 
cher, and his only other faithful 
Sg Counſellor, an intimate Friend of 
thc Lord Clarendon's; namely, the 
oerl of Soutbamplon, Lord Treaſurer, 
ho died in Fly; after which, the 
ing put the Treaſury into the 
lands of Commiſlioners, one of 
om was Sir Thomas Clifford, a 
* eclared Papiſt; as Sir Henry Ben- 
_ created Lord Arlington, was a 
igguiſed one, who had been fome 
$f — before made Secretary of 
tate. 

The grave and ſevere Manners 


1 


CHa RL E:S!*H. 


Earl of Rocbe/fer, a top Wit, but 


-349 
of the Earl of . Clarendon were 
by no Means agpreeable to. the 
libertine Court of King Charles: 
For this Reaſon he was hated by 
the King, by his Miſtreſſes and 
Favourites; and the Popiſh Party 
at Court hated him, becauſe they 
ſaw he would never be prevail- 
ed on to coms into their Mea- 
ſures, which the King himſelf 
approved. He was therefore, at 
laſt, given up by the King, and 
then the Parliament ſoon hunted 
him down: For they were no 
ſooner met, on October 10, but the 


Commons impeached him of High- 


Treaſon, and drew up a Char 
againſt him ; in which, almoſt the 
only Article, that could admit of 
any Proof, was that of the Sale 
of Duntirt, which expoſed him 
much to the popular Odium. The 
Earl, ſeeing how he was pur- 
ſued, withdrew into France, leav- 
ing an Apology behind him, ad- 
dreſſed to the Lords; who, on 
Dec. 13, ſent down a Bill for ba- 
niſhing him, to the Commons, who 
paſſed it the 18th, to which the 
King gave his Aſſent. Accordingly, 
he ſpent the reft of his Days in 
3 and died at RNoan, in 
1674. He writ the Hiftory of the 
late Rebellion and Gul Wo in 
England, 

In October, the King laid the 
firſt Stone, of the Royal-Exchange, 
which was built in the room of 
the old one, erected by Sir Thomas 
Greſham. . Abraham Cowley, the 
famous Poet, and Dr. Jeremy T ay- 
lor, Biſhop of Down and Connor, 
died this Year. | | 

After the Death of Southampton, 
and the Diſgrace of Clarendon, 
the Court was abandon'd to. De- 
bauchery, without any Check or 
Reſtraint. The Duke of ' Bucking- 
ham, a Man of diffolute Morals, 
but a great Genius, and Wilmot 
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the moſt licentious Poet of the 
Age, were the King's chief Fa- 
vourites, and the Miniſters of his 
Pleaſures. With theſe, and his 
Miſtrefſes, he ſpent almoſt his 
whole Time. In ſhort, none but 


| mp and Men of no Religion, 


had any Credit at Court. 

In Fan. 1667-8, was concluded 
the famous Triple Alliance between 
England, Holland, and Sweden, which 
was defigned to check the Projects 
of Leis XIV. of France, who had 
already invaded the Spaniſh Ne- 
therlauds, This was almoſt the 
only Step taken by King Charley 
for. the Intereſt of England and 
of Europe, during his whole Reign. 
But he did not long continue in 
this good Way. And, indeed, it 
feems that his Deſign in it, was 
only to amuſe the Publick, and 
that there was a ſecret Underſtand- 
ing between him and Lewzs, at the 


. ſame Time. 


Sir William Waller, the renowned 
Warrior at the Beginning of the 
Civil Wars, died in 1668; as did 
alſo the famous. Poets, | Dawenant 
and Denham. 

There was little remarkable in 
the Year 1669. I ſhall only take 


Notice, that the mew Theatre at 
Oxford, the noble Donation of 


Archbiſhop Sheldon, was opened 
on July 9; and that the King 
took ſome Steps towards favouring 
the Nonconformiſts, with Deſign 
to include the Papiſts, as he did 
a Year or two before; but the 
Parliament always oppoſed it. 

The ſame Year Queen Henrietta- 
Maria, the King's Mother, died 
in France: And in England, the 
famous George Monk Duke of Al. 
Bemarle, of whom ſo much has 
been ſaid in this Hiſtory. ; as alſo 
Mr. Prynne, who was ſo ſeverely 
handled for writing againſt the 
Court in the late Reign; but as 


he promoted the Reſtoration, - he 
was received into Favour, and died 
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a Member of the Parliament now in 
Being. | 

In April, 1670, another ſevere 
AQ was paſſed againſt the Nox- 
conformifts, importing, That if an 
RR” x i er Age of « 
ſhould be preſent at any Meeting 
for religious Exerciſes, in any other 
Manner than according to the 
Liturgy of the Church of Eng- 
land, where there were five Per- 
ſons or more, beſides thoſe of the 
Family, he ſhould pay five Shil- 
lings for the firſt Offence, and ten 
for the ſecond; the Preachers in 
ſuch. Meetings to forfeit 200. for 
the firſt, and 40/. for the ſecond 
Offence; and thoſe who ſuffered 
ſuch Conwenticles in their Houſes, 
Barns, Yards, Cc. to forfeit 20!/. 
The Informers being very - buſy 
on theſe Occafions, the Diſenter; 
were exceedingly harraſſed ; but 
the King put a Stop to theſe 
Severities. 
The King (or the Duke of 
York for him) deſigning to make 
himſelf abſolute, in order to in- 
troduce Popery, eſtabliſhed a fecret 
Council, conſiſting of the five 
following Perſons, Cl:ford, Arling- 
ton, Buckingham, Aſpley-Cooper, 
and Lauderdale. This Council was 
nick-named the CABAL from the 
initial Letters -of theſe Names; 
and, indeed; they truly deſerved 
that Title, as they artfully pro- 
moted all the King's Meaſures, 
how contrary ſoever to the In. 
tereſt of England, and the general 
Good of all Zurope. It was plain, 
the Parliament could never 
brought to - countenance Popery ; 
therefore it was the Deſign o theſe 
Miniſters to enable the King to 
-govern without one. Charles had 

een bribed by. France, and the 
firt Effect of the Counſels of the 
Cabal, was an Alliance with that 
Crown againſt Holland. The Wat 


With the States was to be mo 
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upon the flighteſt Pretences; but it 
— to * truly a Part of the 
Scheme for overturning the Pro- 
teſtant Religion. The States were 
to be deſtroyed, to make way for 
the more eaſy Introduction of ar- 
bitrary Power and Popery in Eng- 
land, But this French Allianee 
was to be kept ſecret, till the 
King had got what he could of his 
Parliament, as he did a very large 
Supply, when they met in October, 
by plaufible 'Pretences of the Ne- 
ceflity of arming for the Secu- 
rity of the Nation againſt any 
foreign Attempts, as Fragce and 
Holland were both making great 
Preparations. | 
The Ducheſs of Orleans came 
over from France, in May, on 
Pretence of a Viſit to the Kin 
her Brother, but really to e 
the Alliance between the two 
Crowns. She ſtaid not long, and 
died ſoon after her Return, being, 
as it was ſuſpected, poiſoned by her 
Huſband, who grew jealous of her. 
Sir William Temple, an able and 
faithful Miniſter, had been, ſome 
Time before, recalled from his 


» Embaſſy in Holland, as being no 
„ fit Tool for the Defigns of the 
0 Cabal, And. in September this 
Ne Year, the Marſhal De Cregui in- 
; vaded Lorrain, and took Poſſeſſion 
ed of it for the French King. 

0 One Henry TFenkins, a poor 
es, Fiſherman of York/ire, died this 
In- ear, aged 169. He was born in 
ral the Reign of Henry VII. and ex- 
in, ceeded the famous Themas Parr 
be by 17 Vears. 

1 In January 1670-1, was paſſed the 


heſe f amous Coventry Act, againſt Maim- 
to ing or Disfiguring, making it Death, 


had It was "occaſioned by Sir John 
the Coventry's being aſſaulted by four 
the Perſons in the Street, and having 
that his Noſe flit. He was a Member 
Wat ot Parliament, and a great Oppoſer 
wed ef the Money-Bills, and when 
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ſſed, propoſed the laying a Tax 
— "ths 2 which were 
become Neſts of Proſtitution. He- 
was aſſaulted at the Inſtigation of 
the Court, and made a {tout and 
vigorous Defence. 

In Feb. the King ſent a Meſſage 
to haſten the Money- Bills. But 
the Commons, in Conjunction with 
the Lords, preſented to him a 
ſolemn Addreſs upon the great and 
dangerous Growth of Popery, re- 
preſenting the Cauſes, and the Re- 
medies; one of which was, that 
no Papiſt, or reputed Papiſt, ſhould 
be in any Office civil or military. 
The King, according to Cuſtom 
ſet forth a Proclamation againſt 
them, which was only Matter of 
Form, and without any Manner: 
of Effect; as was all along the 
Caſe, from the Beginnirg of the 
Reign of James I. to the End of 
Charles IId's. Lord Lucas made a 
bold Speech in the Houſe of Lords 
againſt the Money-Bills, the King 
being preſent; as he uſed often to 
come to the Houſe without any For- 
mality. A Difference happened, 
about the ſame Time, between the 
two Houſes, and many Conferen- 
ces were held, upon the Lords 
Right of altering Money-Bills, 
which the Commons denied, and 
the Lords as ſtrenuouſly main- 
tained. In the Midſt of this Diſ- 
pute, the King came to the Houſe 


of Peers, and prorogued the Par- 


liament; and it was near two Vears 
before it ſet again. 

The Dncheſs of York, Daughter 
of the Earl of Clarendon, died on 
March 31, 1671. In the Time of 
her long Indiſpoſition, ſhe abjured 
the Proteſtant Religion ; ſhe Tefr 
two Daughters, Mary and Anne, 
both afterwards Queens of Eng- 
land. The Duke of York, who 


had been a Catholick before the 


Reſtoration, ſoon after the Death 
of his Ducheſs, made a formal 
| : | Abjuration 
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| plying to the Parhament. 
this, the Cabal adviſed him to ſhut 
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Abjuration of the Proteſtant Reli- 


ion, and from that Time openly 


declared himſelf a Papiſt. 


A very odd Accident happened 
on May g. One Blood, with two 
or three Accomplices, found Means 


to ſteal the Crown and Globe out 


of the Tocuer: But being timely 
urſued, he was taken and brought 
efore the King, where he boldly 
owned the Fact, and moreover 
told his Majeſty, that he was once 
engaged in a Deſign againſt his 
Life, and how it was prevented. 
He ſaid, he was ready to ſuffer 
the Death he deſerved, but that 
he had Hundreds of Accomplices, 
who had all bound themſelves by 
the moſt dreadful Oaths to re- 
venge the Death of any one of 
them; but if he was ſpared, they 
might do his Majeſty good Service. 
In ſhort, the King, either intimi- 
dated, or expecting theſe Men 
might be of ſome Uſe to him, 
not only pardoned Blood, but ſet- 
tled cool. a Year on him in Land, 
in Jrelaud, and made him one of 
his Courtiers. 3 
This Year was remarkable for 
the Death of two famous Parli- 
ment-Generals in the late Civil 
Wars, the Lord Fairfax, and the 
Earl of Manchefter, who had both 
been conſiderable Inſtruments in 
the King's Reftoration. OS 
A 12 League was now 


formed againſt Holland, by France, 


England, the Elector of Cologne, 


and the Biſhop of Munter. 'I'he 
King, though he had lately two 
Millions and a Half from the 
Parliament, and y5oo, oool. from 
the French King, was ſo profuſe, 
that he ſtill wanted Money, which 
he would fain raiſe without ap- 
Upon 


up the Excheguer; which he actu- 
ally did, and it continued ſhut for 


2 Year and ſome Months, to the 


fer Liberty of Conſcience, ſuſpending 


Towns upon the /e, and Utrecht, 


great Diſtreſs and Ruin of many 1 
amilies. Soon after, Sir Thom, 

Clifford was made a Peer and : 
Lord High-Treaſurer; the Lord a 
Afpley-Cooper, Earl of Shafteſbury Fe 
and Lord Chancellor; the Lord t 
Arlington an Earl, and the Earl of fe 


Lauderdale a Duke. The King 
had formed the Deſign of ur. 
prizing the Dutch Smyrna Fleet, 
before he declared War, but failed 
in the Attempt, after an Engage- 
ment of three Days; though the 
Engliſh afterwards took four Dutch 
Eaji-India Men. On March 15, 


the King publiſhed his Declaration 


the Execution of all penal Laus 
againſt the Nonconformiſts. Fa- 
ther Orleans ſays, the Project of 
the King and the Cabal, was to 
give Liberty of Conſcience to all 
the Subjects in general, that the 
Catholicks might reap the Benefit 
of it. On the 17th, the King de- 
clared War againſt the Szates-G:- 
neral ; ba $66 French King, and 
the other Allies, ſoon after. 

The King of France taking the 
Field in May, 1672, made himſelf 
Maſter of all Guelderland; and the 


ſent Deputies to him, with Offers 
of Submiſſion. ' The Biſhop of 
Munfter, at the ſame Time, Jad 
waſte the Province of Owery/z, and 
fell upon Frięſſland, and Groningen; 
ſo that only Holland and Zealand 
remained free. At the ſame Time, 
there was a naval Engagement, near 
Selebay, between the combined Fleet 
of France and England, the latter 
under the Duke of . Jerk, and 
the Dutch Fleet under De Rain, 
with equal Succeſs on both Sides 
The Earl of Sandroich's Ship wi 
blown up, with himſelf and tit 
whole Crew; and on the Dutch 
Side, Vice-Admiral Van Ghent W® ration 
killed. | 20 


The Datch were now in 2 mol 
f melas- 
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melancholy Situation. The Pro- 
vince of Holland, to ſtop the Pro- 
greſs of the Conquerors, opened 


their Sluices, and laid the Country 


under Water. In this Exigency, 
the Prince of Orange, who had be- 
fore been appointed Captain - Gene- 
ral and Admiral, was now raiſed to 
the Dignity of Siadibolder, not- 
withſtanding the 2 Edict to 
the contrary; and the Penſionary de 
Vit and his Brother were, in the 
moſt tragical Manner, torn to pieces 


by the Populace at the Hague, as the 


Betrayers of their Country. King 
Lewis uſed all his Arts to cor - 
rupt the Prince of Orange, then 
but about 22 Years old; but all 
in vain: He offered him the So- 
vereignty of Holland, but the Prince 
rejeted the Propoſal with Scorn. 
And, when the Duke of Bucking- 
ham paſſed through the Hague, in 
his Way to Utrecht, where the 
French King then was, and aſked 
the Prince what he meant to do, 
in the deſperate Condition his 
Country was then in; the Prince 
bravely and honeſtly anſwered, 
That he had one Way not to ſer its 
Ruin compleated, and that was to lie 
in the laft Dyke. | | 
Whilſt the Nation was generally 
uneaſy at the late Proceedings of 
the Court, the King's exceflive 
Prodigality bavitg rendered all the 
Sums he had any Ways received, 
inſufficient for carrying .on the 
War, the Cabal found it neceſſary, 
at laſt, to have Recourſe to the 
Parliament; which broke all their 
Meaſures. They met on February 4. 
1672-3, and it ſoon appeared that 
the Country-Party, or that of the 
People, was become. more powerful 
| 3n the Houſe of Commons than the 


Court-Party. They vigorouſly ad- 


dreſſed the King againſt his Decla- 
ration for Liberty of 


Conſcience, as it 


was claiming a diſpenſing Power; 


and both Houſes joined in an Ad- 
dreſs againſt the Dangers that threat- 


ned the Nation from the daily In- 


creaſe of Popery. As the Noncon- 
formiſts were ſenſible, that the In- 


dulgence granted by the King was 


not for their Sakes, but with a De- 
ſign to tolerate and introduce Pope- 
ry, Alderman Lowe, a City Member, 
and a leading Diſſenter, ſpoke zea · 
louſly againſt the King's Declarati- 
en; Which induced the Commons to 
bring in a Bill for the Eaſi of Prote/- 
tant Nonconformiſts, but it was loſt 
by the King's firſt adjourning and 
then proroguing the Parliament ; 
which ſhews that the giving Eaſe to 
the Preſbyterians was not his real 


Deſign in his Declaration for Liberty 
of Conſcience, However, before the 


Adjournment, the Commons were 
ſo fully bent not to finiſh the Mo- 
ney Bill, till their Grievances were 
redreſied, the Papiſts removed from 
publick Empleyments, and the De- 
claration for Liberty of Conſcience re- 
voked, that the Court was in the 
utmoſt Perplexity: The Duke of 
York and moſt of the Cabal adviſed 
the King to ſupport his Declaration; 


but others were for his giving Way, 


and waiting a more favourable Op- 


portunity. The King was waveritig 
.for ſome Time, bur at laſt complies 


with the Deſire of the Commons, 
and recalled his Declaration. The 
Cabal and Popiſh Party were ex- 
ceedingly diſturbed at this Want of 


. Reſolution in the King; and the 
Earl of SHaſteſbury, ſoon after, po- 


litickly deferted the. Court, and 
came over to the Country-Party, and 
was now the foremoſt in the Houſe 
of Lords againſt Popery, the Dutch 
War, and the Alliance with France. 

After this, the Commons pre- 
pared and paſſed an Act, which 
was alſo paſſed by the Lords, en- 

Aa titled, 


— — — 


+ 
n | 
: } 
5 4 4 
. 
1 
. 
1 | 
© £ 
. Fa 
VE - bt: 
* 
117 
4 7 
. 
7 71% 
. * 5 
+ BK 
4 9 4 
. 1 
; "IF 
1 4 2 i 
jt 
THT 
17 220 
i * 147 
' s-. i 
11 
; + 
b= Y 
: Fiz 1 
: 
' | 
4 177 
LE 
2: 
ir 
. 
i 19 
in 
: * is 3 
1 
, IF * 
11 * 
: 1 
1 14 * 
7 156 2% 
11 £43 73 
* y 25 
148 [i 
1 
1 
1e 
: 2 5 
: 2 — 
3 j 
+35% nl 
1 | 
: 757 2 
1 
1 2 
14 ; 
$344 IF 
©1353 BB 
1 N 
4 þ- 1 
| 39 i 
4 7%: 1 
0 N 7 
. i [4 
N 
Nine 
30 N 4 
: 1 * 
: 
- 3 15 
N + 
, 6. * 
3 1 N 
. 4/ 
” o 
U 1 
7 * 1 
.. 
0 D 
14 N 
1 4 . 
45H 
4 * 
: . 
ST 
1 . 
= 
[1 9 
. 4. 
"4 
* 
1 
4 , * 
1 7 
i $$ 
10 ö 
i | 5 1 
5 4 7 
"4+ 
7 : 


| 
f 
[+ 


— — — — 2 


— — — 


— 


2 = Sc — 
— — SY 2 
- "= a> * £*% 


= C — 
_ wat. = 4 — 
2 — 


— — ——K——xů—— — — ͤ——2——— T˙T-T-T-W .. apr 
OS ES ˖¶ — — — — 
— — F AS 2 — 
SANS — = — — 
uy © — — - k 


3 — CHARLES Il. 


titled, In Ad to prevent the Dan- 
gers which may happen from Po- 
fifb Recuſants, commonly called the 
Teft-A# ; whereby all Perſons enjoy- 
ing any Office or Place of Truft or Pro- 
fit, were required to take the Oaths of 
Allegiance and Supremacy, and alſo to 
recei ve the Communion in ſome Pariſh- 
Church, c. And it is remarkable, 
that the Earl of Briſtol, though a 
Papiſt, ſpoke in favour of it. Then 
the Commons preſented two Petiti- 
ons concerning Grievances, and the 
King having N ap to redreſs 
them, they paſſed the Money-Bill, 
without mentioning any thing of the 
War in it, leſt they ſhould ſeem to 
approve of it; and moreover. a 
Proviſo was tacked to it, That no 
Papiſt ſhould be capable of holding 
any publick Employment. This 
Bill, and the 727-42, the Kin 
pafſed - on March 29, 1763, — 
then adjourned the Parliament to 
October, as before mentioned. The 
Conſequence of the 7% Ad was, 
that moſt of the Popiſh Officers 
reſigned their Places; and among 
the reſt, the Duke of Tork his 
Poſt of 'Lord High-Admiral, and 
the Lord Clifford his Treaſurer's 
Staff, who died ſoon after. Sir 
Thomas ' Oſborne, created Earl of 
Danby,” ſucceeded him in the Of- 
ice of Treaſurer. The Lord Chan- 
cellor Shafteſbury was ſucceeded 
by Sir Heneage Finch, afterwards 
Lord Finch, who had firſt the Title 
of Lord Keeper, and then of Lord 
Chancellor. 


There were three furious Sea- 


Fights this Year, between the com- 
bined Fleets of England and France 
(the former under Prince Rupert) 
and the Dutch Fleet; wherein 
the Loſs on both Sides was nearly 
equal, and Victory remained du- 
bious. | 

The King of France took Mae- 
richt in June. In September the 


Prince' of Orange made himſelf 
Maſter of Naerden, and in O89 


took Bonne, the Reſidence of the 


Elector of Cologne. Lewis ſoon after 
abandoned all his Conqueſts in the 
United Provinces, except Maeftricly 
and Grave, being called off by 
Spain's. having declared War againſt 
him, as the Emperor and ſever 
German Princes were upon the Point 
of doing the ſame. 

The Duke of Yor#'s Marriage 
with Mary, Siſter, to the Duke of 
Modena, was conſummated on Ne. 
vember 21, when the ſaid Princeſs 
arrived; though it had been much 
oppoſed by the Commons, The 
Parliament met towards the End 
of October, and had a warm Seſſion 
of only nine Days, when they were 
again prorogued ; the Commons 
having firſt voted, That the Alli- 
ance with France was a Grievance: 
That the evil Counſellors about 
the King were a Grievance ; and 
that the Duke of Lauderdale was 
a Grievance, and not fit to be em- 
ployed in any Office. They met 
again in January 1673-4, and hay- 
ing no Reliances on the King's Pro- 
miſes, went on much in the ſame 


Way as the Parliament of 1640. 


Both Houſes addreſſed for a General 
Faſt to implore the Bleſſing of 
God againſt the dangerous Efforts 
of Popery; and the Commons vo- 
ted to have the Grievances ie. 
dreſſed, and the Proteſtant Religi- 
on, and their Liberties and Pro- 
perties, ſecured, before they would 
grant any more Money. They allo 
voted, Nemine Contradicente, to ad. 
dreſs the King for the Removal 
of Duke Lauderdale from all his 
Employments, and from his Ma- 
jeſty's Preſence and Councils for 
ever ; examined the Duke of Buck: 
ingham, putting ſeveral Queries it 
him; paſſed the ſame Vote again 


him as againſt Lauderdale, 9 
1 - 
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impeached the Earl of Arlington of 
High- Treaſon. | 
neral Teft to diſtinguiſh Papiſts from 
Proteflants, was likewiſe prepared, 
and they, went on vigorouſly in ex- 
amining the Grievances ; but the- 
King put a Stop to theſe Pro- 
ceedings by En the Par- 
liament on February 24. A ſeparate 
Peace between England and Fol- 
land was concluded the ſame 
Month; and in October following, 
1674, the Prince of Orange took 
Grave from the French : In which 
Year, beſides the Lord Clarendon 
before mentioned, there died the ce- 
lebrated Poet Mr. John Milton, the 
inimitable Author of Paradiſe Loft : 
He had been blind for ſome Years, 
and was Latjn Secretary to the Long 
Parliament, and to. the ProteQor 
Oliver, 1 | 

The Parliament ſat twice in 1675, 
Linx. in April and October, and pro- 
ceeded in much the ſame Manner as 
before; only there were great Diſ- 
putes between the two Houſes upon 
the Matter of Privilege, which 
ſerved as a Pretence to the Court 
for proroguing them, before ſome 
Bills, which the King diſliked, were 
ready; particularly, a ſecond Bill 

for the Eaſe of Proteſtant Diſfſenters. 
Dr. Z:ghifoot, the famous Rab- 
binical Divine, died this Vear; 

and Bulftrode Mhiteloch, Eſq; Au- 
thor of the Memorials of the Eng- 
lin 4ffairs, a Gentleman of great 
Judgment and Temper, who filled 
ſome of the higheſt Poſts under 
the Uſurpation, always humane, 
candid and ingenuous; and after 
having been twenty Vears upon 


the publick Stage, paſſed the laſt 


Retirement. | 
„Such were the Meaſures purſued 

by the Court, it being manifeſt 
that Popery and a French Intereſt 
Rill -prevailed in his Majeſty's 


fifteen of his Life in Privacy and 


A Bill for. a ge- 
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Counſels, that Men talked” pretty 
freely againſt the Government. 
Wherefore, ' in the Beginning of 
the Year 1676, the King thought 
fit, by : Proclamation, to ſuppreſs 
all Coffee- Houſes, as being the Places 
where ſuch Liberties were common- 
ly taken. | 


The ſame Year died George Digby | 


Earl of Briſtol, and that juſt and 
upright Judge Sir Matthew Hale, 


Lord Chief-Juſtice of the King's * 


Bench. | 7855 

The Parliament met in February 
1676-7, when a Queſtion was ſtart» 
ed concerning its very Being, or 


whether, by. its long Prorogation, | 


it was not zp/o facto diſſolved. The 
Duke of Buckingham endeavoured 
in a Speech to prove this, and with 
him agreed the Earls of Saliſbury 
and Shafteſbury, and the Lord Whar- 
ton; for which the Houſe of Lords 
ſent them all to the Tower, | 
The Commons addreſſed the 
King againſt the growing Power 
of France, and the great Progreſs 
of their Arms in the Spaniſb- Ne- 
therlands, fignifying their De- 
fire of his joining in a War a- 
gainſt that Crown: But the King 


was too much attached to the 
French Intereſt to do any ſuch 
Thing; though he pretended a 


Willingneſs in general Terms, on 
Purpoſe to draw Money from the 
Parliament. 


On April 16, 1677, the King, 


among other Acts, gave his Af- 


ſent to one for taking away the 


Writ de Hæretico comburendo z 
by Virue of which ſo many in- 
nocent Perſons had been burnt to 


Death for the pretended Crime of 


Herely, | | | 

The Commons again addreſſed 
the King to enter into a League 
offenſive and defenſive with the 
States againſt France, in order, by 
that Means, to procure an advan- 
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$.Peace for all Europe. But 
the King's Conduct in this Affair 
was ſo unaccountable, that neither 
the Parliament nor the Allies knew 
what to make of it. The Truth 
was, as afterwards plainly appeared, 
that whilſt Charles was Mediator 
for a general Peace, he was ſe- 
eretly a Penſioner to the French 
King, and did all he could to fa- 
vour his ambitious Views. He 
therefore laboured only for a ſepa- 
rate Peace, between France and 
Holland, in order to divide the Al- 
lies, that Leaui, might the more 
eaſily eed in his Conqueſts; 
and indeed the Dutch, tired out 
with the Uncertainty of the Mea- 
ſures of the Exg/iþ Court, were 
at laſt diſpoſed to make a ſeparate 
Peace; but the Prince of Orange 
was again it, till he ſaw there was 
no Remedy. The King hoped, to 
bring him over to his Views, by 
Means' of the Match which the 
Prince had ſolicited for himſelf 
with the Princeſs Mary, eldeft 
Daughter of the Duke of York. 
On this Account he came over to 
England the Beginning of October, 
but would not engage in any Diſ- 
courſe about the Peace till the Mar- 
riage was concluded; and when ſo- 
licited to it, he ſaid, 4. the Allies 
ewere like ts have hard Terms, they 
would be apt to think, be had made 
his March at their Coſt; and for 
his Part, he would never ſell his 
Honour for a Wife. This had like 
to have broke off the Match ; but 


the King, fearing the Conſequences 


of a Breach with the Prince, at laſt 
conſented, and the Marriage was 
conſummated on the 4th of No- 
vember, the Prince's Birth-Day ; 
who ſoon after embarked with the 
young Princeſs his Conſort for 
Holland. | | 

This Year died Archbiſhop Shel- 


don; the learned Divine and Ma- 


5 
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thematician Dr. I/aac Barrow ; and 
James Harrington, Eſq; Author of 
the Oceana. L 
The Parliament met on May 2z, 
1678; and on Fuly 15, among 
other Acts, was paſſed that fr 
barying in Woollew, for the Benefit 
of that Manufacture. The Parlia- 
ment was then prorogued, being 
determined to grant no more Mo. 
ney, but only a Sum for diſband- 
ing the Army, as they ſaw no Uſe 
was like to be made of it againſt 
France. | | | 
After abundance of Difficulties, 
and a tedious Negotiation at Mine- 
guen, occaſioned chiefly by the 
Intrigues between France and Eng. 
land, the ſeparate Peace with Hal. 
land was ſigned on —_— 11, which 
was preſently followed by one with 
Spain, and ſome Months after with' 
the reſt of the Allies; and it was 
won owing to the Court of Eng- 
d, that Europs had not a Peace 
upon more advantageous Terms. 
This Year was remarkable for 
the Diſcovery of a moſt horrid 
and formidable Conſpiracy carried 
on by the Papiſts, commonly called 
the Popilh Pl, which opened a 
new Scene of Affairs in England. 
The Deſign was to kill the King, 
ſubvert the Government, to ex- 
tirpate the Proteſtant Religion, 
and eſtabliſn Popery. The Au- 
thors and Promoters of it were the 
Pope and Cardinals, the Romiſh, 
French, Spaniſh, and Engliſh Jeſuits, 
the ſeminary Prieſts in England, 
who were there in great Numbers, 
ſeveral Popiſh Lords and others of 
that Party. There are more than 
preſumptive Proofs, that the Duke 
of York was deeply concerned in it, 


all but that Part relating to killing 


the Lig 3 and, that Point except- 
ed, the King himſelf was ſtrongly 
ſuſpected of favouring it. Tie 


Article of taking © the King 
ſeems 


ſeems to be only the Project of 
ſome of the Conſpirators, who 
| thought, that the making Way 
for the Duke of York to aſcend 
the Throne, who was more for- 
ward and active, and leſs fearful, 
than the King, would bring the 
grand Deſign of the Conſpiracy, 
| the changing the Government and 
Religion, to a ſpeedier Concluſion. 
Some, indeed, will have this whole 
Plot to be nothing but a Fiction; 


the Diſcovery may be hable to Ob- 
jections, upon the whole there is 
much more Reaſon to believe it real 
than otherwiſe ; thoſe who deny it, 
advancing a great many Things in 
Prejudice of the CharaRer and Ma- 
nagement of the Witneſſes, without 
any Manner of Authority; whilſt 
they who believe it, bring authen- 

tick Proofs of what they | from 
poſitive and direct Evidence. The 
chief Diſcoverer of this Conſpiracy 
was Titus Oates, who, having been 
a Clergyman of the Church of Zg- 
land, reconciled himſelf to the 
Church of Rome, or pretended at 
leaſt.to do ſo, and joined himſelf to 
the Engli/þ Seminary at St. Omer's : 
He alſo went into Spain, and was 
admitted to the Conſults of the je- 
ſuits; and by theſe Means, he got 


that were carrying on in order to 
eſtabliſh Popery in this Nation; 
and then returning to England, he 
digeſted what he had heard into a 
Narrative, and by Means of Dr. 
Tenge, a City Divine, got a Copy 
of it delivered to the King, who 
referred him to the Lord-Treaſurer 
Danby. The King taking little 
Notice of it at firſt, they reſolved 
to communicate it to the Parlia- 
ment; but firſt Oates went and 


Narrative before Sir Edmundbury 


CHARLES II. 


but though ſome Circumſtances of 


acquinted with all the ſecret Deſigns . 


made Oath of* the Truth of his 
Godfrey, a Juſtice . of the Peace, 


357 
and left a Co 
And now the Affair taking Wind, 
it was reſolved to bring it before 
the Council, who ſat twice a Day 
for above a Week together to ex- 
amine into it, and Tenge and Oates 
had Lodgings aſſigned them in hite- 
hall, with a Guard and a Penfion to 
each, Upon their Information, ſe- 
veral Perſons were apprehended, as 
Wakeman the Queen's Fhyfician, 
Coleman the Duke of York's Secreta- 
ry, and eight Prieſts or Jeſuits. In 
Coleman's Houſe were found ſeveral 
Letters, which very much ftrength- 
ened Oater's Teſtimony; and the 
Murder of Sir Zdmundbury Godfrey 


ſoon after, who had ſworn Oares to 


his Narrative, and was an active 
Magiſtrate againſt the Papiſts, con- 
firmed the People, who were before 
alarmed, in the Belief of the Plot. 
The Murder was preſently aſcribed 
to the Papiſts, and with Truth, as 
appeared afterwards by the Evidence 
of Bealee and Prance, the latter of 
whom depoſed, that he; with Green, 
Berry, and Hill, and ſome others of 
the. Party, after having dogged him 
for ſome Time, got him into 
Somerſet-Houſe, and there ſtrangled 
him with an Handkerchief, and 
afterwards carried the Body by 
Night and laid it in a Ditch near 
Primroſe-Hill, with his Sword run 
through him, as if he had killed 
himſelf; though when the Body 


was found, it appeared plainly that 
he had been ſtrangled. Green, Ber- 


ry, and Hill, were afterwards con- 
demned and executed for this 
Murder, but denied the Fact to 
the laft. : 

The Plot was: firſt diſcovered in 
Auguſt, Sir Edmundbury Godfrey was 
murdered the Beginning of October, 
and the Parliament met on the 
21ſt. The King was unwilling to 
have the Plot — be fore the 
Parliament, and was for leaving 

A a 3 the 


of it with him. 
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the Matters relating to it to the 
ordinary Courts of Juſtice, which 
he could better manage. But the 
Earl 6f Danby, notwithſtanding, 
thought it his Duty to lay Oates's 
Narrative before the Commons, 
who [communicated it to the 
Lords, Oates was ſoon after 
examin'd fix or ſeven Hours. in 
the Houſe of Commons, and both 
Houſes applied themſelves inde- 
fatigably to this Affair, till at laſt 
they reſolved, Nemine Contradicente, 
that it was their Opinion, That 
there is, and hath been, a damnable 
and helliſþ Plot contrived and car- 
ried on by Popiſh Recuſants, for 
aſſalſinating and murdering the King, 
for ſubverting the Government, and 
rooting out and deftroying the Pro- 
. reflant Religion. Bealoe appeared 
afterwards an Evidence for the 
Plot, and was examined by the 
Lords. In the mean 'Time, the 
Commons ordered ſeveral Perſons, 
whom Oates had ſworn againſt, 
to be taken up, and among the 
reſt, theſe five Popiſh Lords, Pos, 
Stafford, Arundel of Wardour, Petre, 
and Bellajis, who were ſent to the 
Tower, and impeached of High- 
Treaſon. They alſo 
form the Project of excluding the 
Duke of York from the Suc- 
ceſſion, as appeared by their per- 
mitting a Debate to ariſe in the 
Houſe, for an Addreſs to remove 


the ſaid Duke from his Majeſty's . 


Preſence and Councils, which was 


put off to another Day; and in 
the mean Time the King came to 
the Parliament, and in a Speech 


told them, that he would conſent 


to any Bills for their Security in 
the Reign of his Succeſſor, ſo that 


they tended not to impeach the 
Right of Succeſſion, nor the De- 
ſcent of the Crown in the true 
Line, And he ſtuck to this in 
all the Attempts that were after- 
wards made for a Bill of Excluſion. 


began to 


the Pre 
man the Queen's Phyſician, and 
"Fome others, were afterwards tied 


CHARLES: 0. 


On Now. 18, the. Commons ſent 


Secretary Williamſon to the Teuer, 


Commiſſions for 


for counterſignin 
ut the King be- 


Popiſh Officers : 


ing highly offended at it, releaſed 
him. 


A Bill having now paſſed both 
Houſes, for diſabling Papiſts from 
ſetting in either Houſe of Parlia- 
ment, the King gave the Royal 
Aſſent to it, on . 30. He did 


many Things now for Fear of the 


Parliament, which he would not 
otherwiſe have done. | 
- On Now. 27, Coleman, the Duke 
of York's Secretary, was tried, and 
upon the Evidence of Oates and 
Bealoe, and his own Letters, was 
found guilty of High Treaſon, con- 
demned, and executed on Dec. z. 
By. his Letters it plainly appears, 
how much the King and Duke 
were under. a French and Popiſh 
Influence. Other Perſons executed 
for the Plot the Beginning of the 
following Year, and the Year 
after, were William Ireland, and 
Thomas Pickering, both - Prieſts: 
Fohn Grove, a Lay- Brother; 70 
mas Whitebread, Provincial of the 
Jeſuits in England; and Hart, 
Fenwick, Gawen, and Turner, all 
a likewiſe z and Langhorn, 2 
opiſh Lawyer. As they all made 
uſe of the ſame Kind of Expreſ- 
fion in alerting their Innocence, 
it was thought there was ſome 
Equivocation in it. Beſides Oate, 


Bealoe, and Prance, one Dugdat 


was a [Witneſs - againſt ſome of 
them ; by whoſe 8 it ap- 
peared, . when they had killed 
the King, they were to lay it on 

3 Sir George Watt 


and acquitted, | a 

There was another Affair, be. 
ſides that of the Plot, which galt 
the King no ſmall Uneaſiveſs 
Mr. Mentague, Ambaſſador he 


; a by + + 5 a 
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Danby, Lord Treaſurer, . who was 


_ conſidered as the King's Prime- 


Minifter, - came over and produced 
two Letters in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, which the Earl had written 


to him at Paris, upon the Buſineſs 


of the King's Penſion, that was 
negotiating for him at the French 
Court, in which Montague himſelf 
had the chief Hand. The Ear! 
writ theſe Letters by the King's 
Orders, who declared as much in 


a Poſtſcript to one of them. As 


in this Negotiation the Intereſt 
of England was ſacrificed to the 
Views of France, the Commons 
were ſo exaſperated, that they im- 
peached the Earl of High- Treaſon, 
deſigning thereby to oblige him 
to plead the King's Orders, who 
was more ſtruck at in this Pro- 


ceeding than the "Treaſurer. He 


therefore refuſed to make uſe of 
this Plea; and before the Lords 
could reſolve whether to ſend him 
to the Tower, the King came to 
the Houſe, on Dec. 30, and pro- 
rogued the Parliament ; which, on 
Jan. 24, was. diſſolved, after it 
had fat near 18 Years. Danby 
now refigned his Office of Trea- 
ſurer, Which was afterwards put in 
Commiſſion. 

Mr. Oldenburgh, Secretary to the 
Royal Society, and firſt Publiſher 
of the Philoſophical Trauſactions; 
and Mr. Andrew Marvel, a witty 
Oppoſer- of the Court, and Author 
of the Rehearſal Tranſproſed, died 
in this Year, 1678. 3 
Three Days before the Meetin 
of the new Parliament, for which 


the Elections had run generally 


againſt the Court, the Duke of 
Zork, by the King's Advice, left 
the Kingdom, and retired to Bru/- 
els, His Majeſty alſo fearing 
that the Earl of Danby would be 
again attacked, - and might be 
tempted, for his own Safety, to 
diſcover Secrets which he would 
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having fallen out with the Earl of 
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have concealed, granted him a full 
Pardon under the Great-Seal. 

The Parliament met on March 6, 
1678-9, The Commons choſe 
Edward Seymour, Eſq; for their 
Speaker ; — the King knowing 
him to be a great Enemy to the 
Earl of Danby, refuſed his Ap- 
probation; which occaſioned a 
Diſpute between the King and the 
Commons, and a ſhort Prorogation 
of two Days; after which they 
choſe Mr. Serjeant Gregory. They 
preſently reſumed the Aﬀair of the 
Earl of Danby, who choſe to abide 
by his Pardon, and withdraw him 
ſelf; whereupon they paſſed a 


Bill zo require him to render himfelf 


to Juſtice, by a certain Day, April 
23, and in I thereof 10 at- 
taint him ; which, after ſeveral Con- 
ferences, was paſſed by the Lords. 
The Earl ſurrendered himſelf be- 
fore the Day, and was fent to the 
Tower : A few Days after, he was 


brought to the Lords Bar, where 


he produced his Pardon, and was 
remanded thither again. The 
Commons declared- this Pardon to 
be illegal and void, and fo he 
remained in the Tower till 1683. 
This Parliament alſo, after ex- 
amining the Witneſſes, paſſed much 
the ſame Vote with the laſt, as 
to the Reality of the Popiſh Plot. 
And on April 27, 1679, the Com- 
mons reſolved, * That the Duke of 
« York's being a Papiſt, and the 
Hopes of his coming fuch to the 
Crown, has been the preateft 
© Countenance and Encouragement 
to the preſent Conſpiracies and 
< Deſigns of the Papiſts, againſt the 
King and the Proteſtaat Religion.“ 
Which Vote was ſent to the Lords 
by the Lord Ry/el. | 4D 
The King, to amuſe the Parlia- 
ment, had formed a new Council, 
admitting into it ſeveral Lords and 
others. of the Country-Party. The 
Earl of Shafte/cury was made Pre- 


A 2 4. 2 ſident, 


*%% - 


4 
1 
11 
$1 
: 
. 
7 b 
: 
[ 
N 
: 1 
* 
1 
N 
lf 
9 # x 
[2 ' 
1 
| j | A. 
"5 
44 / { 
* 5 7 
4 WF. 
1 1 
a { 
14 $ ix 
5 4 
© 1 
| 1 
4 4 1 
. N 
7 n 
1 1 
; 
1 
, in 
19 * 
5 
7 1 
17 1 
19 1 
Y 4 n 
8. * =; 
WY , y 
! 4 
ö 5 
179 
Bit 
i 1 
£ 
4 ; _ 7 
= 
7 
14 Y: 


43 
& * . aS — * 


IE 4 . : 
& S : 
ug * 


"YI Hen ES II. 
I fident, and the Earls of Sunderland, Counteſs of Powis, the Ear! of 
and Sex, Lord Hallifax, and Sir Ca/tlemain, the five Lords in the 


Ho" 


Milliam Temple, had the chief Di- 


rection of Affairs. | | 
On May 15, a Bill was brought 
into the Houſe of Commons, #9 
dAiſable the Duke of York from in- 
Heoriting the Imperial Crown of Eng- 
land, commonly called the Bill of 
Eæcluſon; which was read the ſe- 
cond Time on the 21ſt, and it was 
reſolved by a great Majority, that 
"it ſhould be committed. This 
brought the King to the Houſe of 
Lords on the '27th, when, after 
paſſing the Habeas Corpus Act, he 
prorogued the Parliament, and ſoon 
after diſſolved it, contrary to the 
Advice of the new Council. . 
Dr. Sharp, Archbiſhop of Sz. An- 
drew's, was barbarouſly murdered 
by ſome Scotch Zealots ; ſoon after 
which there was an Inſurrection of 
the Kirk-Party in Scotland, which 
was ſuppreſſed by the Duke of Mon- 
mouth, natural Son of the King. 
| Lauderdale, ſupported by the Court, 
had introduced a perfect Tyranny 
in that Country. | 
The Duke of York returned in 
pt The Duke of Monmouth 
fell into Diſgrace, and was ſent over 
to Holland. The Earl of , Shafte/bury 
was turned out from being Preſident 
of the Council: And the Duke 
ſhortly after ſet out for Scotland. 
' Another Parliament was ſum- 
moned to meet in Oober, but the 
King, contrary to the Advice of his 
Council, prorogued it, from Time 
to Time, for a whole Year. Upon 
this the Earl of E/zx reſigned his 
Place of firſt Commiſſioner of the 
Treaſury; and Sir William Tem- 
ple, and ſome others, retired from 
Court. 12 
A ſham Plot, called the Meal. 
Tub-Plot, from the Plan of it be- 
ing found hid in a Meal-Tub, was 
about this Time contrived by the 


make the Parliament 


Tower, and other Papiſts, to brin 
an Odium on the Preſbyterians — 
the Country-Party. One Danger. 
feld was to be the chief Actor in 
it: But he being detected in the 
Fraud, was ſent to Newgate, and 
there, before the Lord-Mayor, upon 
Oath diſcovered the whole Cheat. 
This Year died, aged 91, the 


famous Thomas Hobbes of Malni/. 


bury, a learned Man, of a conſider- 
able Genius,. but a great Patron 
of Scepticiſm, as appears by his 
Works. "i 

Such was the Animoſity between 
the Court and the Country-Partics 
at this Time, that it looked as if 
the Year Forty-one was going to be 
ated over again; which probably 
had been the Caſe, if the King's 
Neceſſities had occaſioned him to 
erpetual, as 
his Father had done; if Scozland had 
not been ſo effectually enſlaved, by 
a Standing Army which the Court 
kept there, that they had not Power 
to ſtir ; and if the Biſhops and Cler- 
gy had been as diſagreeable to moſt 
of the People as they were at that 
Time. Beſides, all the ſtanch Epiſ- 
copalians, fearing the Preſbyterians 
might again ſubvert the eſtabliſhed 
Church, forgetting the Dangers of 
Popery, joined themſelves ſo firmly 
to the Court, as to make it at laſt 
formidable to the other Party. Dur- 
ing the repeated Prorogations of the 
preſent Parliament, abundance of 


Addreſſes were preſented from all 


Parts, to ition for its ſpeedy 
Sitting; which being highly dil- 
taſteful to the, Court, Means were 
found to have a Number of Coun- 
ter-Addreſſes, expreſſing the great- 
eſt Abhorrence of ſuch Petitions, 
as an Infringment upon the Prero- 
gative, which they took care, in 
their Expreſſions, to. e 
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high as poſſible. | And ſo the Na- 
tion became divided into two Par- 
ties, Addrefſers or Petitioners, and 
Abhorrers, ſoon known by the Names 
of Whigs and Tories, which the Par- 
ties by Way of Reproach gave each 
other; Tory being the Name for an 
Iriſb Robber, and . 2 
Sour-Milk, an Appellation fir 
given to the rigid Scotch Preſbyteri- 
ans. The King ſhewed a great 
Firmneſs in not regarding the Peti- 
tioners, which exceedingly ſtrength- 
ened the Court and Fopiſn Party, 
by the Acceſſion of all who were 
now taught to hate the Preſbyterians 
more than the Papiſts ; as the In- 
| juries received from the former were 
more freſh in their Memories than 
| thoſe they had ſuffered from the 
latter. 3 5 8 
The King thought fit now to 
have the Duke of Jork again near 
his Perſon. Accordingly he ſent 
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rived at Court on February 24, 1679- 
80. The Whigs with the Earl of 
Shafteſbury at their Head, the more 
effectually to oppoſe the Duke, be- 
gan to ſpread a Report of the Duke 
of Moximouth's Legitimacy, pretend- 


ee | © = N=». enums GYBuUD mw we * — e 


t 

5 ing the King was lawfully married 
$ to Mrs. Lucy Walters, the ſaid Duke's 
d Mother. And though the King ſo- 
f lemnly denied this in Council, and 


publiſhed a Declaration to refute 
the Report, yet Monmouth returned 
to England without Leave, in Augu/t 
1680, and without taking any No- 


e 
f S³f lie of the Court, endeavoured: to 
11, A firengthen his Party in the Kingdom. 


_ -:oe, one of the Witneſles in 
the Popiſh Plot, died about the 
ame Time, having on his Death- 
cd ſigned a Depoſition, before the 
Lord-Chief-Juſtice North, of the 
Duke of 7074's being as much con- 
2 erned in the Conſpiracy as any one, 
Pug what related to the Mur- 
er of the King. | 
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for him out of Scotland, and he ar- 


261 


What gave great Weight to the 
Country-Party, was the City of 
London's being in their Intereſt, who 
this Year choſe the Aldermen Berbel 
and Corniſh, two Preſbyterians, for 
their Sheriffs, to the great Mortifi- 
cation of the Court ; who were ſtill 
farther vexed at the Boldnefs of the 
Earl of Shaftefbury, when he, with 
ſeveral Lords and Gentlemen, went 
publickly toWe/tminfter- Hall, and, at 
the King's Bench Bar, preſented the 
Duke of Yor4 as a Popiſh Recuſant; 
but the Grand- Jury being ſuddenly 
diſmiſſed, it had no Effect. How- 
ever, it was thought proper to ſend 
the Duke away again, who depart- 
ed for Scotland, October 20, the Day 
before the Parliament met. 

This Parliament proceeded in 
the ſame Way with the former, 
and went even greater Lengths 
againſt the Court and the Duke. 
They examined the Witneſſes to 
the Popiſh Plot, to whom Danger. 
feld and others were now added, 
On October 26, the Lord Ruſſel mov- 
ed in the Houſe of Commons, That 
they might in the firſt Place con- 
ſider how to ſuppreſs Popery, and 
prevent a Popiſn — and 
was ſeconded by Sir Henry Capel, 
Brother to the Earl of Ex, in 
a long Speech, laying open the 
Grievances of the Kingdom during 
this Reign, and aſeribing all to 
the conſtant Prevalence of Popiſh 
Councils. On November 2, they 
pared the ſame Vote, concerning the 

ncouragement given to the Deſigns 
of the Papiſts by the Hopes of the 


Crown, that was paſſed in the laſt 
Parliament. Then a Bill to ex- 
clude the Duke from the Succeſſion 
was moved for, and after long 
Debates, and ſeveral eloquent 
Speeches on both Sides, was brought 
in, and paſſed by a great Majo- 
rity, On Nowember 15, it was ſent 
: 4 up 
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Duke of Yor#'s ſucceeding to the 
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up to the Houſe of Lords; where, 
though it was carried for a ſecond 
Reading by two Voices, it was 
then thrown out by a Majority 
of 63 againſt 30, all the Biſhops 
oy voting againſt it, and the 
ing being alſo there during the 
whole Time of the Debate, 

On Nov. 30, Viſcount Stafford, 
one of the five Popiſh Lords in 
the Tower, on Account of the 
Plot, was tried before the Peers 
in Veſtminſter-Hall; and being 
found guilty and condemned, was 
beheaded on Dec. 29, proteſting 
his Innocence to the laſt. 

It was now the Bufineſs of the 
Papiſts to ſow Diſſenſions among 
the Proteſtants, and to ſtir up the 
Church of England againſt the 
Nonconformiſts; which the Com- 
mons perceiving, paſſed a Bill to 
exempt the Proteſtant Diſſenters 
from certain Penalties enacted a- 
gainſt the Papiſts ; which alſo paſſed 
the Houſe of Lords, but when it 
ſhould have been offered among 
other Bills for the Royal Aſſent, 


the Clerk of the Crown, by the 


King's Order, after an unprecedent- 
ed Manner, ſecreted it, and ſo it 
was loſt. ; 

Several Perſons of Note died 
this Year; as, John Wilmot, the 
witty Earl-of Roche/fter, who, after 
a debauched Life, in the Time of 
his lingering Sickneſs became very 
penitent, 
Year of his Age; Samuel Butler, 
Author of Hyudibras 3 Sir Peter Lely, 
the famous Painter; and Harry 
Marten, one of the late King's 
Judges, who was kept a Priſoner 
in Chepftow-Caftle. 

Among the Reſolutions of the 
Commons againſt Popery and the 
Duke of Tor, after the Exclufion- 
Bill was rejected by the Lords, 
was the following: That it is the 
* Opinion of this Houte, that there 
1s no Security or Safety for the 


and died in the 32d. 
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* Proteſtant Religion, the Kings 
© Life, or Government of this N;. 
© tion, without paſſing a Bill for 
dciſabling Fames Duke of York 
to inherit the Imperial Crown 
© of this Realm, Sc. And to rely 
© upon any other Means and Re- 
* medies, is not only inſufficient, 
but dangerous.“ And underſtand. 
ing that the King would pro. 
rogue the Parliament on Jar. 10, 
(1680-1) they met early in the 
Morning, and reſolved, That 
* whoever adviſed his Majeſty to 
« prorogue the Parliament, to any 
© other Purpoſe, than in order to 
* paſſing a Bill for ibe Exclufn 
* of the Duke of York, 1s a Be- 
* trayer of the King, the Pro- 
< teſtant Religion, and the King- 
© dom, a Promoter of the French 
© Intereſt, and a Penſioner of 
France. The Parliament was 
accordingly prorogued on that Day, 
and ſoon after diffolved by Pro- 
clamation, and another ſummoned 
to meet at Oxford, March 21, 3 
the City of London was in no wik 
favourable to the Court. 
The Parliament met at the Time 
and Place appointed, and the fil 
Thing the Commons did was to 
order their Votes to be printed; 
which Practice they have con- 
tinued ever ſince, to the great 
Profit of the Speaker. A fen 
Days after, they reſumed the Ir. 
clufion-Bill, which was read the 
firſt Time, on March 28, (1681) 
and ordered a ſecond Reading: 
But the King finding this Parlu- 
ment in the ſame Temper wilt 
the laſt, on the ſame Day came 
ſuddenly to the Houſe of Lords 
and diſſolved it, after one {hott 
Seflion of but ſeven Days. 
One Fitz-Harris, an Iriſh Papit, 
had been practiſed on by ſome of 
the Court to write a Libel again 
the King, in order to ſtiſſe de 


Popiſh-Plot, and turn it upon tK 
Whigs 
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Whigs and Preſbyterians. The 
Deſign was, to have it dropt in 


the Houſe of ſome of the chief 


of the Party, and then to have them 


ſearched and apprehended. The 


King himſelf was ſaid to approve 
of the Project; but it was dif- 
covered by Means of one Ewerard, 
to whom Fitæ- Harri: had com- 
municated it; whereupon he was 
taken up, and the Commons in the 
Oxford Parliament impeached him 
in the Houſe of Lords; but they 
rejected the Impeachment, and or- 
dered him to be proſecuted at 
Common-Law, which occaſioned 
a Difference between the two 
Houſes. However, Fitz-Harris, 
after the Diſſolution of the Parlia- 
ment, was tried at the King's Bench 
Bar, condemned, and executed, 
At the ſame Time was executed 
Oliver Plunket, the Popiſh titular 
Primate of Ireland, for a Conſpiracy 
with the French Court, in order to 
ſtir up an Inſurrection in that 
Iſland. P 

After the King had diſſolved 
his fifth Parliament, he called no 
more for the reſt of his Reign, 
during which he governed in an ab- 
ſolute and arbitrary Manner, and 
grew. as cruel in his Temper, as 
he had before appeared mild and 
merciful, What contributed to e- 
ſtabliſn this formidable Power in 
the King, was the extreme Ani- 
moſity e the two Parties, 
called Tories and Whigs, which 
had been artfully fomented by the 
Court. The Church and Monar- 
chy were repreſented to be again 
in Danger from the Preſbyterians. 
This made almoſt the whole 
Church Party join themſelves to 
the Court, in order to oppoſe the 
Deſigns of the Whigs, who were 
all. taken for Preſbyterians, tho? 
abundance of moderate Church- 
men were amongſt them. And 
now the Clergy every where 


demned, and executed, proteſting 


of the Papiſts. By ſeveral Cir- 


preached up Paſſive - Obedience and 
Non-Reſiftance, in the moſt ſlaviſh 
and abſolute Senſe, and Multitudes 
of flattering Addreſſes were pre- 
ſented from all Parts, advancing 
the Prerogative of the Crown 
to the moſt extravagant Height. 
Thus the zealous Epiſcopalians 
ſtrengthened the Court and Popiſh 
Party, and the Church of Eng- 
land was no ay in Danger 
from Popery, but from the Whigs 
and Preſbyterians. e 

The firſt Sacrifice to the Re- 
ſentment of the Court, was Stephen 
Colledge, a Joiner of London, a 
Man of Parts and Courage, and 
very zealous againſt Popery, and 
therefore called the Proteſtant- 
Joiner. He attended the City- 
Members to Oxford, who went 
thither with a great Retinue, and 
is ſaid to have ſpoken Words, and 
recited Verſes, reflecting on the 
King and Court. For'this a Bill 
of Indictment of High-Treaſon 
was exhibited againſt him, to the 
Grand-Jury of London, but they 
returned an Ignoramus upon it. He 
was then hurried down to Oxford, 
and Methods taken, which were 
none of the moſt juſtifiable, to 
have the Bill found there ; which 
being done, he was tried, con- 
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that he knew of no Plot but that 


cumſtances in this whole Affair, 
it appeared, that the Court was 
fully bent to have this Man's Life. 
On the ſame Day that Colledge 
was executed, Aug. 31, Titus Oates 
was by Order of Council turned 
out of his Lodgings at #hitehall ; 
and Care was now taken to make 
the whole Popiſh Plot a Matter of 
Ridicule, e 
The King looked upon the 
Earl of ShHafteſbury as his greateſt 
Enemy, and was very defirous to 
Le revenged on him. He was ſent 
to 
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to the Tower for High-Treaſon, in 
Zaly, and his Trial was to come on 
at the Old Bailey, in November ; but 
be luckily eſcaped by the Grand- 
Jury's not finding the Bill of Indict- 
ment, againſt him : On which Oc- 
caſion there were Ronfires and great 
Rejoicings in London. | x 

in Scotland every Thing went on 
according to the Defire of the Court. 


The Duke of Jord, as High- Com- 


miſtoner, held a Parliament there 
this Year, which was entirely obſe- 
quious to his Will. They enjoined 
a very extraordinary 7% or Oath, 
which the Earl of Argyle refuſing 
to take but with his own Explana- 
tion, was condemned to loſe his 
Head; which he prevented at this 
Time, by eſcaping out of the Caſ- 
tle of Edinburgh, and retiring into 
Helland. © 4 

The King now ordered the Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters to be proſecuted 
with all the Rigour of the Laws, 
whilſt Zeal againſt Popery was 
reckoned Faction and Sedition. 
Things. going on thus, the Duke 
of York returned to Court, where 
he continued his Preſence and In- 
fluence to the End of this Reign. 
The Beginning of the Year 1682, 
Thomas Thynne, Eſq; was aſſaſſinated 
in his Coach in the open Street, at 
the Inſtigation of Count Coning/- 
mark, on a Quarrel about a Lady; 
for which three Perſons, one of 
them his Footman, were executed. 

Numberleſs Pamphlets were at 
this Time publiſhed by both Par- 
ties, Whigs and Tories, againſt each 
other, and Party Rage was carried 
to the utmoſt Height. The ig. 
were as yet ſuperior in the City 
of London, but the Court found 
Means this Year to get the Lord- 
Mayor and Sheriffs choſen of the 
King's Party: Upon which the 
Earl of 2 thinking he 
could be no longer ſafe, retired to 
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Holland, where he died ſoon after. 
Prince Rapert, the King's Couſin, 
ſo often mentioned in the laſt Reign, 
died alſo this Year; as did likewiſe 
the Duke of Lauderdale, juſtly hat. 
ed, both in England and Scotland, 


for his arbitrary Proceedings; and 


Heneage Lord Finch, the Lord-Chan- 


cellor, who had been created Earl 


of Nottingham. s 

Two extraordinary Ambaſſadors 
arrived in England this Year, one 
from the Emperor of Fez and MM.. 
rocco, and the other from the King 
of Bantam in the Zaſt. Indies. 

In May, 1683, ſeveral Aldermen 
and eminent Citizens were tried 
for a pretended Riot at the laſt 


Election of Sheriffs, and condemned 
in W Fines. 


A 2A M arranto 
was alſo brought againſt the City, 
to call their Charter in Queſtion, 
which in the Court of King's Bent! 
was adjudged, upon frivolous Pre. 
tences, to be forfeited, and the 
Franchiſes and Liberties of the 
City to be ſeized into the King's 
Hands. And the Charter was not 
to be reſtored, but upon the City's 
ſubmitting to ſuch Conditions as 
his Majeſty was pleaſed to preſcribe, 


which quite altered their Conſtitu- 


tion. QA Warrantoes were after- 
wards iflued againſt moſt of the 
Corporations in England, which be- 
ing terrified, reſigned their Char- 
ters, and accepted of new Regulati- 
ons at the Pleaſure of the Court. 
What made the moſt Noiſe, and 
was attended with the ſaddeſt Con- 
ſequences this Year, was what 1s 
called the Rye-Houſe Plot, though the 
Whigs would believe this Proteſtant 
Plot no more than the Court Party 
would. believe the Popiſh Plot. It 
was firſt diſcovered in June, by J. 


Aab and John Keeling, two Brothers; 


and the Deſign was ſaid to be, to 
ſeize the Guards, to kill the King 


and Duke near Nye-Honſe, " 


| two Miles from Hodſon in Hertford- 
ſhire, as they were returning, from 
| Newmarket, and to cauſe a Riſing 
in London, and other Places. Upon 
= the Depofition of the Neelings, a 
Proclamation was iſſued for appre- 
hending Colonel Rumſey, Rumbold 
Maſter of the Rye- Hou/e, = rom: wh 
Wade, Goodenough, Walcot, Thompſon, 
Burton, and Hone. Rumfſey ſurren- 
dered himſelf, and upon his Con- 
feſſſon, which was confirmed by 


Proclamation for apprehending the 
Duke of Monmouth, the Lord Grey, 
Sir Thomas Armſtrong, and Robert 
Ferguson. And upon the Lord Heow- 
= ard of Eſcrict's coming in, the Earl 
of E/x, the Lord Ruſſel, and others, 
were taken up. 

Captain Malcot was tried on Juſy 
12, and brought in guilty of High- 
SE Treaſon. The Lord Rufe/, Son to 
the Earl of Bedford, was tried the 
next Day; and though the Evidence 
againſt him was very ſlight and im- 
perfect, yet he too was brought in 
Guilty, His Caſe was thought 
very hard, for he was condemned 
only for Words ſpoken by others 
in his Preſence. 
the chief Evidence, who was . 
ed to ſwear to fave his own Life. 
Lord Riel was exceedingly beloved, 
and many eminent Perſons appeared 
or him, as the Duke of Somerſet, 


6 the Earl of Angleſea, the Lords Ca- 
d r and Clhferd. Dr. Tillot/on, 
n. Rnd Dr. Burnet; but all to no Pur- 
i: oe. The Earl of Z/ex, at the 
he ery Time of the Trial, was found 
nt ead in the Tower with his Throat 
* at from Ear to Ear. The News 
tf this was preſently brought to the 
7- Bailey, and from thence the 
rs: ages and Counſel infinuated to 
io e Jury the Reality of the Plot, 
un © the Earl of F/ex, rather than 
ont and his Trial, had laid violent 


2 lands On himſelf: And this is 


CHARLES IL 


Vf and Sheppard, there was another 


Lord Howard was 


..-.- 
thought to. have influenced the Jury 
not a little, to give their Verdict 
againſt Lord Rel. But, after all, 
moſt People did then ſuſpect, and 


do ſtill, that the Earl was murdered 


by other Hands than his own, and 
that by Order of the King and 
Dake, who had been in the Tower 
that very Morning, where they had 
not been for many Years before. 
Walcot, Hone, and Rouſe, were 
executed on Faly 20, and the Lord 
Ruſſel the next Day. He was a Per- 
ſon of excellent Virtues and Quali- 
ties, and a very powerful Intercef- 
fion was made for him. His Father 
the Earl of Bedford, it is ſaid, of- 
fered 100,000 J. for his Life: And 
it is thought the King was inclined 


to fave him; but the Duke could 


not forgive him for the Zeal he 
ſhewed for the Excluſſon-Bill; and 
ſo he was beheaded on a Scaffold in 
Lincoln" s- Ian- Fields, whither he was 
attended by Dr. Tillotſon, and Dr. 
Burnet, ſhewing great Firmneſs and 
Does ee to the laſt, and proteſt- 
ing his Ignorance of any Deſign a- 
gainſt the King's Perſon, or to alter 
the Government. | 

Whilft the Trials for the Rye- 


Houſe Plot were depending, the 


Univerſity of Oxford preſented their 


famous Decree to his Majeſty; a 


ſervile Piece of Court Plattery, 
more ſuitable to an abſolute Mo- 
narchy, than to a limited one, ſuch 
as is that of England. ö 
On Fuly 28, the Princeſs Anne, 
younger Daughter to the Duke of 
York, was married to Prince George, 
Brother to the King of Denmark. 
The King this Year revoked the 
Conditions accepted by the City of 
London, and ſeized the Government 
of it into his own Hands, named a 
Lord-Mayor and other Officers, t 
continue during Pleaſure. 121 
The Duke of Monmouth, the 
King's beloved natural Son, upon 
| writing 
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366 „ OHARLES:Tþ 
| Order, demoliſhed this Year; which: 


writing in a ſubmiſſive Manner to 
his Majeſty, was * pardoned, He 
was required to fign a Letter own- 
ng the Plot in general, and tacitly 
Juſtifying the Evidence againſt thoſe 
who had ſuffered ; but he ſoon with 
great Importunity demanded it back, 
and had it returned to him : Upon 
which he was baniſhed the Court, 
and went over to Holland; where 
the King, notwithſtanding, corre- 
ſponded with him by Letters, un- 
known to the Duke his Brother, 
and privately made him Remittances 
of Money. ä 

Colonel Algernoon Sidney, Brother 
to the Earl of Leiceſter, was, in No- 
vember, brought to his Trial for 
the late Plot. He proved by the 
Teſtimony of the Earls of Clare 
and Angleſea, Mr. Philip and Mr. 
Edward Howard, Dr. Burnet, and 
others, that the Lord Howard, the 
Witneſs againſt him, had confeſs- 
ed, That he could not get his Pardon, 
till he had done fome other Fobbs, till 
he was paſt the Drudgery of Swear- 
ing ; but no Notice was taken of 
this. What was moſt urged againſt 
him, was a Manuſcript found a- 
mong his Papers, on the Original 
and Forms of Government, oppoſing 
Sir Robert Filmer's Notion of the ab- 
ſolute Power of Kings, and favour- 
ing the Republican Scheme. Be- 
ing condemned, he was beheaded 
on December 7, without diſcovering 
the leaſt Weakneſs or Fear. 

There was a. remarkable Froſt 
this Year, which ſetting in about 
the Beginning of December, conti- 
nued- till February 5, The Thames 
was ſo frozen, that Multitudes of 
Booths were erected, and all Trades 
exerciſed. on the Ice, ſo that it ap- 

eared 'like another City Pat the 

onder is very much leffened by 
ſuch another Froſt in 1715. 


Tangier, Part of Queen Catha- 
rine's Portion, was, by the King's 


eaſed him of a conſiderable yearly 


Expence to preſerve it. This Vear 


was alſo remarkable for the for- 
midable Siege of Vienna by the 
Turks; which was bravely raiſed, 
on September 2, by the King of 
S ST 

As the late Sheriff Pilkington had 
been fined 100,000/. to the Duke, 
for theſe and other Words, ſaid to 


be ſpoken againſt him, The Dute of | 


York has fired the City, and is now come 
to cut our Throats; and Mr. Samuel 
Tohnſon, who had been the Lord 
Ruſſel's Chaplain, 500 Marks, for 
his Julian the Apoſtate, a Book wrote 
againſt the high Notions of Paſſive- 
Obedience and Non-Reſiſtance, 
which now prevailed ; ſo the Year 
1684 was almoſt. wholly taken up 
with ſuch Sort of Proſecutions and 
Penalties. Mr. Hampden was fined 
40, ooo J. for a Miſdemeanor in be- 
ing concerned in the late Plot, there 
being but one Witneſs againſt him. 
Jobn Dution Colt, Eſq; for uſing re- 
proachful Words of the Duke, and 
particularly for ſaying, The Dube of 
Vork is a Papiſt, and before any ſuch 
Papift Dog ſhall be Succeſſor to the 
Crown, I will be hanged at my own 
Door, was fined 100,000/. And 7:- 
tus Oates was fined in the ſame Sum, 
for ſaying the Duke was a Traitor. 
A great many other Perſons were 
tried for ſpeaking ill of the King, 
the Duke, or the Government, who 
were fined in large Sums, and ſome 
of them pilloried. Sir George 7ef- 
feries, a Man without Honour or 
Conſcience, had been made Lord 


Chief-Juſtice of the King's Bench, . 
and other Alterations had been made 


athong the Judges; and the Sheriffs 
of London, being now named by the 
King, impannelled ſuch Juries 35 
were ſure to find for the Crown. 
The Earl of Danby was now fe- 


leaſed upon Bail; as were alſo the 
three 


CHARLES I. 


three ſurviving Popiſh Lords, the 


Lord Petre dying a little before. 


James Holloway, taken in the 
Maß Indies, and brought over to 


London, was executed for the late 
plot in April; as was Sir Thomas 


Irm ſirong in June, who had been ap- 
tended 4 9 

The Project of the ſurrender of 
Charters was compleated this Vear; 
and it was generally believed, that 
all the arbitrary Meaſures of the 
Government were owing chiefly to 
the Counſels of the Duke of Vork. 
It is ſaid, the King at length ſaw 
his Error, and deſigned to make 
great Alterations. The Duke of 
York was to be ſent beyond Sea, and 
the Duke of Monmouth to be recall- 
ed, and a new Parliament was to 
be ſummoned. But if he had any 
ſuch Deſign, he did not live to ex- 
ecute it: For he died juſt at this 
critical Juncture, February 6, 1684-5, 
and with ſuch Circumſtances, as 
gave ſtrong Suſpicions of his being 
poiſoned by the Papiſts; though 
there could be no certain Proof of 


"Reſtoration. 


367 
this, and the Duke was never ſuſ- 
pected of having any Hand in it. 
King Charles died in his 55th 
Year, and near 25 Years after his 
He had no Children 
by his Queen, but ſeveral by his 
Miſtreſſes. By Mrs. Lucy Walters 
he had James Duke of Monmouth: 
By Mrs. Killigrew, created Viſ- 
counteſs Shannon, Charlotte- Jemia- 
Henrietta - Maria: By Mrs. Catha- 


, 


rine Peg, Charles Fitz-Charles Earl 


of Plymouth: By Mrs. Barbara Vil- 


liers, created Lady Non/ach, Counteſs. 


of Southampton and Ducheſs of Clewe- 


land, Charles Fitæ Roy Duke of 


Southampton, Henry Fitz-Rey Duke 
of Grafton, George Fitz Roy Duke 
of Northumberland, and three Daugh- 
ters: By Mrs. Eleanor Gwin, Charles 
Beauclerk Duke of St. Alban's, and 
James Beauclerk : By Louiſe de Que- 
rouaille (a French Lady) Ducheſs of 
Portſmouth, Charles Lennox Duke of 
Richmond By Mrs. Mary Dawgs, 
Mary Tudor, married to Francis 
Lord Ratclie, Earl of Derwent 
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JAMES II. 


ING Charles having no 
legitimate Iſſue, and the ſo- 

much- laboured Bu of Ex- 

clufion coming to nothing, his Bro- 

ther the Duke of York of Courſe 
ſucceeded to the Crown, and was 


immediately proclaimed by the 
Name of James II. The Party 
that was againſt the Exclu/ion-Bill, 
had been for ſome Time trium- 
phant ; and ſo it is no Wonder there 
was no Motion or Stir at the Ac- 
ceſſion of this King, whoſe Enemies 
were now ſufficiently humbled and 
oppreſſed. And indeed, if he had 
been as good as his Word in his 
firſt Speech to his Privy-Council, 
no- body would have had any Occa- 
fion ro be uneaſy; for therein he 
tells them, that be would make it 
his Endeavour to preſerve the Gowern- 
ment both in Church and State, as 
it was then ef/tabliſhed by Law; 
that he would never invade any 
Man's Property, but would go as 
far as any Man in preſerving the 


JAMES: EL: 


'was ſo zealous in the Cauſe of Po- 


a 


1 
01010707070 
| 
| 


Nation in all its juff Right: and 
Liberties, But however this Speech 
was applauded by the then prevall- 
ing, Party, King James ſoon made 
it appear by his Conduct, that the 
fulfilling his Promiſes was the far- 
theſt Thing from his Thoughts, 
And indeed, it was a Kind of Inf 
tuation to ſuppoſe, that he, who 


pery and arbitrary Power when he 
was only Duke of York, ſhould pur- 
ſue thoſe Meaſures leſs when he 
came to be King. And therefore 
his going publickly to Maſs the fil 
Sunday after his Acceſhon was 1 
ſuch ſtrange Thing, conſidering bon 
many Years he had openly pro. 
feſſed the Popiſh Religion. Whit 
was more to be wondered at, 55 
that he ſhould, without any Ne- 
ceſſity, expoſe the Infincerity 0 
the King his Brother, in his 1 
peated Aſſurances of his Reg# 
for the Proteſtant Religion, 1 
cauſing it to be publiſhed, a - 


JAMES It: 


was a Catholick, and died a Ca- 
tholick ; which can no otherwiſe 
be accounted for, but from his ex- 
ceffive Zeal for his Religion. And to 
confirm it the more, that Charles II. 
was a Papiſt, a little Chapel was 
ſhewn, adjoining to the King's 
Cloſet, where he uſed to 
vately to Maſs. As theſe 
were enough to ſhew what was to 
be expected from King James 
with regard to Religion, ſo his 
requiring by Proclamation, that 
the Cuſtoms and Duties, eee 
to the late King only for his 
Life, ſhould continue to be levied, 
ſhewed what Regard he had to 
the Liberties of the Nation, ſince 
this was a manifeſt Violation of 
the Conſtitution, by which no 
Money can be levied but by Act 
of Parliamentz and it was one 
main Cauſe of the Troubles in his 
Father's Reign, | 
The King and Queen were 
crowned by Archbiſhop Sarcrof?, 
on St. George's Day, April 23, 
(1685.) The King would not re- 
ceive the Sacrament, but all the 
reſt was done in the Proteſtant 
Form; his Prieſts, doubtleſs, diſ- 


W penſing with him in this, as well 


as in the Coronation-Oath. 

King James now thought fit to 
WW ſhew his Reſentment againſt the 

| Witnefſes for the Popiſh Plot. 
The famous Titus Oates was, on 
May 8 and , tried before the 
Lord Chief-Juſtice Jeffries for 
Perjury in relation to two Cir- 
cumſtances of his Evidence, The 
Witneſſes againſt him were almoſt 


all Papiſts, and ſeminary Prieſts 


and Jeſuits from S-. Omer s. The 
| Paſſion and Partiality of Fefries 
and the Counſel were very mani- 
feſt. Both he and they had for- 


o pri- 
Things 


369 
the Turn of the Times, than to 
the Merits of the Cauſe ;- and by 
the Cruelty of his Sentence it ap- 
pears, that there was more of Re- 
venge than Juſtice in this whole 
Affair. Such a Sentence was never 
heard of before, and it was as ri- 
gorouſly executed. He was to pay 
1000 Marks on each Indiament, 
to be ſtript of his canonical Habit, 
to ſtand twice in the Pillory, and 
five Times a Year afterwards as 
long as he lived, to be impriſoned 
for Life, and to be whipped, firit 
from Aldgate to Newgate, and the 
very next Day but one, from Mau- 
gate to Tyburn: Which was exe- 
cuted with the utmoſt Severity, 
ſo that he ſwooned away ſeveral 
Times, and it was next to a Mi- 
racle- that he came of with his 
Life. | 

Thomas Dangerfield was tried 
ſoon after, and ſentenced to pay 
5ool. to ſtand twice in the Pillory, 
and to be whipped in the ſame 
Manner as Oates 3 which was exe- 
cuted, though with leſs Severity. As 
he was returning in a Coath from 
his ſecond Whipping, he was in- 
ſulted by one Frances, to whom 
he made a proper Reply; upon 
which, Frances thruſk his Cane 1nto 
the poor Man's Eye with ſuch 3 
Force, that he died in Torment 
in a very ſhort Time; for which 
the Villain Frances was deſervedly 
hanged. | 

Mr. Baxter, an eminent Preſby-- 
terian Divine, was tried at the 
ſame Time, fer ſome Paſſages iti 
his Writings, as alledged, re flecting 
on the Prelates of the Church of 
England. Tefferies behaved to- 
wards this grave old Man more 
like a Bully than a Judge. He 
was fined goo Marks, and bound 
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re- merly ſupported Oates's Evidence to his good Behaviour for f. 

;ard in the Popiſh Plot againſt theſe Years. Fe out re 
by very Witneſſes : Which ſhews that The Parliament of Scorland met 

t he 13 being caſt was more owing to | 


on the Day of the Coronation, 
B b which, 
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1 JAMES IL 


which, ſtill obſequious to the 
Court, paſſed an Act, making it 
High-Treaſon to give, take, or 
defend the National Covenant, or 
the Solemn League and Covenant ; 
and another againſt Houſe and 
Field Conventiclers, (who were the 
zealous Preſbyterians, in the Act 
called Fanaticks) ordaining, that ſuch 
as ſhould hereafter preach at ſuch 
Conventicles, or be preſent at Field- 
Conventicles, ſhould be puniſhed 
with Death. 

In Exgland, the Parliament (the 
only one in this Reign) met on 
May 19. It chiefly conſiſted of 
ſuch as were called Tories, who, 
tho? they had no Deſign againſt the 
Proteſtant Religion, yet, relying too 
much on the King's Promiſes in 
his Speech, granted him ſuch a 
Revenue as he defired, which en- 


abled him afterwards to govern 


without a Parliament. His Pro- 
miſes, in relation to the Church of 
England, and the Rights and Pro- 
erties of the Subject, were the 
fame as thoſe made to his Privy- 
Council, and in the ſame Words. 


The Beginning of King James's 


| Reign was diſturbed by two In- 


vaſions, one in Scotland, the other 
in England; which were both al- 
moſt as ſoon defeated as under - 
taken. The Earl of Argyle, with a 
ſmall Company, but Arms for 5000 
Men, failed from Holland the Be- 

inning of May, and made a De- 
ſcent upon Scotland. His Friends 
did not come in to him as he 
expected; however, he made a ſhift 
to get together about 2000 Men; 


who being ſoon hotly purſued by 


the King's Forces, diſperſed, and 
Argyle running into a Water up 
to the Neck to eſcape his Purſuers, 
was taken by. a Countryman, who 
ran in after him, and knocked him 
This unfortunate Noble- 
man (whoſe Caſe was to be pitied, 
conſidering his former unjuſt Sen- 


tence, which made him fly his 
Country) being thus ſeized, was 


1 rought to Edin- | 
urgh, where his Head was cut 
off, and ſet upon the Tolbooth there. | 
Rumbold, the old Maſter of Rye J 
Houſe, who had fled for the late a 
Plot, and ſome others, were alſo 4 
taken and executed. n 
The Duke of Monmouth, at the 0 
Solicitations of the Engliſh Exiles 2 
in Holland, had agreed with 4rgyl d 
to invade England at the ſame te 
Time. He accordingly ſailed out hi 
of the Texel on May 24, and after B 
having been detained 19 Days at af 
Sea, A at Lyme in Dor ſerſbire, 1 
on June 11, with about 80 Fol- a 
lowers, who by the Coming-in of To 
the People in the Ve were ſoon kn 
increaſed to an Army of 2000. On An 
the 18th he came to Taunton, where 5 
he was received with loud Accla- Ys 
mations ; and his Forces ſtil] con- Lif 
ſiderably increaſing, he took on witl 
him the Title of King, and was —_ 
proclaimed at Taunton, on the b be 
zoth, by the Name of Jane: ll. Fi 2 
The next Day he marched to Hes 
Bridgewater, and was there te- 75 
ceived and proclaimed as at Taw- 1 18 
ton, his Army now conſiſting of i 5 
about 5000; but they were mol ina, 
of them raw and undiſciplined | 
Men, and he wanted proper Off- Col 
cers to command them, ſcarce Bod, 
any but the lower Sort of Pe oh 3 
ple having joined him. His pre- 2 Dj 
tended Reign Was but very ſhort: blood: 
For engaging the King's Forces "6 85 
at Sedgemore near Bridgewater, 08 Me” 
2 6, he was entirely defeated, hanges 
00 being killed on the Spot, 1000 inſulti 
in the Purſvit, and as many made "He 
Priſoners. The Horſe fled at tte a 
firſt Charge, which was thought 9 e 
be owing to the Inexperience, d off wit 
Cowardice, or Treachery of t 10 wit] 
Lord Grey, who commanded ther, and 10 
and being taken, readily obtain 1 
the King's Pardon. T n woman, 


nate Duke, who had fought ſtoutly 
for ſome Time at the Head of 
the Foot; was two Days after the 


* 


JAM 


Fight found in a Ditch covered 


with Fern, with ſome 
in his Pocket. 


reen Peaſe 


Being brought to 


London, he wrote to the King, 
moſt humbly imploring his Par- 


don, and 


to the Queen-Dowager, 


to intercede for him: Which ſhe 


did, and 
to ſee the 


revailed on the King 
Ws not doubting but 


his Pardon would follow of Courſe : 
But it was quite otherwiſe ; for 
after he had made him ſign a Pa- 
er, declaring that King Charles 
ad told him he was never mar- 
ried to his Mother, he let him 


know he 


muſt prepare to die: 


And ſo the Duke finding no Re- 


medy, tho? 


he had moſt ſubmiſſive- 


ly, not to ſay abjectly, begged his 


Life, roſe 


rom the King's Feet 


with an Air of Bravery, and was 


conducted 


to the Tower; from 


whence he was brought out and 
beheaded on July 15, receiving 
five Strokes of the Axe before his 
Head was ſevered from his Body. 
And now Jefferies was ſent with 
a ſpecial Commiſſion into the JP, 
to try the unhappy Perſons who had 
been any ways Concerned in this 


== raſh and 


Col. Kirk 


ill-concerted Rebellion. 


attended him with a 


Body of Troops to keep the Peo- 


ple in Awe. They were both of 


a Diſpoſition equally cruel and 


WY bloody, and exhibited ſuch a fhock- 


ing Scene of Barbarity, as was ſcarce 
ever known in England, They 
hanged Men by Scores in the moſt 


T inſulting and inhuman Manner. 


Kirk cauſed 30 to be hanged at 


once, in Sight of himſelf and Of- 


ficers at Dinner : Ten were turned 
off with a Health to the King, 


I0-with a 


Health to the 


ueen, 


: and 10 with a Health to Feferies. 
Mrs. L. e, ;/ 
Woman, was beheaded for har- 


an antient Gentle- 
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bouring a Preſbyterian Miniſter of 
Monmouth's Party. The Jury, not 
ſatisfied with the Evidence, brought 
her in three Times Not guilty ; but 
TFefferies, by his Threats, made 
them at laſt find her Guilty. Many 
other Inſtances are given of the 
brutiſh Cruelty of this Judge, and 
his military Afiſtant. In ſhort, 
ſome Hundreds were executed, and 
the Weſt became like a Shambles, 
by their Quarters being fixed up 
in the Roads and publick Places. 
Fefferies boaſted, on this Occaſion, 
that he had hanged more than all 
the Judges fince William the Con- 
queror; and at his Return from 
this bloody Work, he was re- 
warded with the Office of Lord 
High-Chancellor. 

The ſame Spirit of Revenge 
ſhewed itſelf in 3 where Mrs. 
Gaunt was burnt for harbouring one 
of Monmouth's Adherents: The Vil- 
lain himſelf informed againſt her 
for his Pardon, at the Time ſhe was 
contriving Means for his Eſcape. 
Four or ſive Men were executed 
at Tyburn for the like Crime, or 
for being concerned in the Rye- 
Houſe Plot. For this latter, Alder- 
man Corniſb was executed in Cbeap- 


fide, tho' he had ſcarce been men- 


tioned in that Affair. But any 
Evidence now ſerved to condemn 
him, and as he had been very 
active againſt the Popiſh Conſpira- 
tors when he was Sheriff, he was 
not now to be forgiven. Charles 
Bateman, a Surgeon, was hanged 
for the ſame Crime; tho' it was 
thought the chief Cauſe of Re- 
ſentment againſt him, was the great 
Care he took of Dr. Oates, in 
curing his Wounds after his cruel 
Whipping. His Caſe was very 
extraordinary; for loſing his Senſes 
in his Confinement, and appearing 
quite lunatiek in Court, his Son 
was appointed to ,plead for him. 
King James, now freed from the 
B b 2 | Danger 
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372 
Danger he was in from Moxmouth's 
Rebellion, and being in a State of 
perfect Tranquillity, began ſoon 
to diſcover his Deſign of eſtabliſh- 
ing Popery in his Dominions. 
The Scheme had been formed long 


before, even whilſt he was Duke 


of York; but now firſt openly at- 
tempted. He began in ZJreland, 
where he diſſolved the Privy-Coun- 
cil, and appointed a new one with 
ſeveral Papiſts in it, who ſoon be- 
the Majority. And now 
Impeachments became frequent a- 
gainſt the Proteſtants, on Pretence, 
either of the Rye- Houſe Plot, or of 
their having favoured Monmonuth's 
Deſigns. They were likewiſe 
every-where diſarmed, whilſt Means 
were found of having a ſtanding 
Army of Papiſts there. Col. Ri- 
chard Talbot, afterwards Earl of 
Tyrconnel, by caſhiering ſuch Offi- 
cers and Soldiers as he thought 
fit, and putting others in their 


Room, of a Proteſtant Army made. 


it by Degrees a Popiſh one. And 
it is remarkable, that Oates, in his 
Narrative, mentions him as deſtined 
to this very Service. 


In England the King could not 


proceed fo faſt, and yet could not 
forbear opening his Deſign in Part 
to his Parliament, which, after 
ſeveral Adjournments, met on We- 
vember 9. He demanded a Suppl 

for keepirg up his Army, whic 

he had increaſed to 15,000 Men, 
though the Nation was in perfect 
Peace ; and bade them not take Ex- 
ceptions, that he had ſome Officers 
in his Army not qualified accord- 
ing to the late 7%, declaring his 
Reſolution to employ them ſtil]. 
Both Houſes and the whole King- 
dom were ſurprized at this * 
and the Oppoſers of the late Bill 
of Excluſion began now a little to 
open their Eyes. The Commons 
indeed voted him a Supply, but 
could not reliſh the employing 
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Popiſh Officers in the Army, con- 
trary to the known Law of the 
Land, and addreſſed the King 
againſt it; at which he was greatly 
offended. And though they offered 
to indemnify thoſe 3 employ- 
ed, and by another Act to qualify 
a certain Number whom the Kin 
ſhould name; yet rather than have 
his pretended Right of diſpenſing 
with the Laws conteſted, he, on 
Now. 20, prorogued the Parlia- 
ment; by which he loſt the Sup. 
ply the Commons had voted : But 
they had been fo liberal to him 
before, that he did not want it for 
the ſtanding Army he intended, 
and did accordingly keep up. 

In December, Henry Booth, Lord 
Delamere, was tried by the Peers 
for correſponding with Monmouth, 
and acquitted. The Earl of Han- 
ford was diſcharged upon Bail, and 
afterwards laid hold on the general 
Pardon. 

The Earl of Arlington dying 
this Year, the Earl of Mulgrave 
ſucceeded him in the Office of 
Lord- Chamberlain; and the Earl 
of Sunderland, Principal Secretary 
of State, was made Preſident of 
the Council, and became in ef 
tet Prime-Miniſter. 

All the reft of King Janes 
Reign, till he met with a provi 
dential Check from the Enterprize 
of the Prince of Orange, was 
wholly employed in Meaſures to 
make himſelf abſolute, and eſtabliſh 
Popery. He thought himſelf ſure 
of Scotland, where the Parlia- 
ment had advanced the Prerogative 
higher than had ever been known, 
even to the declaring and recog- 
nizing the King's ah/olute Pour 
and Authority, Vet, when in bis 
Letter to them, in April, 1686, 
he deſired them to free his Roman 
Catholick Subjects from the Re- 
ſtraints they lay under, they thought 
fit not to comply. Upon _ 


5 
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he diſſolved them, and did this 
afterwards by his own ſole Au- 
thority, and by Virtue of that ab- 
ſolute Power, which they had pre- 
poſterouſly acknowledged. a 
In England, where the Parlia- 


ment had not been quite ſo com- 


plaiſant, the firſt Step he took was 
to get the Judges to declare their 
Opinion in favour of his Diſ- 
penſing Power. This he did, by 
ſending for them one by one, and 
talking with them privately in his 
Cloſet, whence the odious Term 
Cloſeting had its Riſe; by turning 
thoſe out whom he found refrac- 
tory, and filling their Places with 
others who were more pliable. 
He alſo new- modelled his Council, 
admitting into it the Lord 4rundel 
of Warzour, and the Lord Bellaſis, 
who had both been impeached for 
the Popiſh Plot, and the Lord 
Dover and Earl of Tyrconne/, both 
Catholicks; the latter of whom 
he had made Lieutenant-General 
of the Army in Ireland, in order 
to carry on the Work there. 

In Confequence of the Judges 
Deciſion, that the King might dit 
E with the Laws, the Papitts 
egan every-where to ſet up the 
publick Exerciſe oſ their Religion; 
the Jeſuits erected Colleges and 
Seminaries in all the principal 
Towns; four Popiſh Biſhops were 
. publickly conſecrated in the King's 
Chapel; Monks appeared in the 
Habits of their reſpective Orders, 
at Whitehall and St. James a, 
Numbers of them, as well as of 
fecular Prieſts, being called over 
from foreign Parts: And it was 
not long before there were Popith 
Lords - Lieutenants of Counties, 
Popiſh Juſtices of the Peace, and 
other Popiſh Magiſtrates all over 
England; and all Places of Honour 
or Profit were beſtowed upon Pa- 
piſts, or Perſons popiſhly affected, 
the Proteſtants being removed to 


Honour, ſhone on thts Occaſion. 


* Hounſlow Heath, 


313 
make Way for them. The King's 
Zeal for eſtabliſhing his Religion 
was unbounded, and he was alſo 
puſhed on by the Queen, as it is 
ſaid, and his other Popiſn Coun- 
ſellors, particularly Father Petre, 
his Confeſſor, whom he at length 
admitted into his Privy-Council; 
but the more conſiderate Catho- 
licks were afraid that he would 
ruin all by proceeding fo faſt, 
. Whilſt the Papiſts had free Li- 
berty to ſay what they pleaſed in 
their Sermons and Writings, an 
Order came out to prohibit the 
inferior Clergy's preaching on con- 
troverted Points of Religion. But 
this Order being but little re- 
garded, the Divines of the Church 
of England continued to exert their 
Talents to the greateſt Advantage, 
in Defence of their Religion, a- 
gainſt the Errors of Popery. Tillot- 
Jon, Stilling fleet, Tenniſon, Patrick, 
Sharp and others, to their immortal 
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But the better to reſtrain the 
Clergy, the King erected a Com- 
miffion for Kee efraſtical Apairs, 
conſiſting of the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury (who would never a& 
in 1t) and two other Biſhops ; the 
reſt being Laymen, and ſome of 
them Papiſts. Three had Power 
to act, of whom Jeffries was al- 
ways to be one. Before this new 
Court Dr. Compton Biſhop of Lon- 
don was cited, in Aug. 1686, and 
ſuſpended from his Epiſcopal Of- 
fice, for refuſing to ſuſpend Dr. 
Sharp, who had preached againſt 
Popery in Vindication of the Church 
of England. 

Whilſt the King was thus im- 
petuouſly purſuing his Popiſſi Mea- 
ſures, though the Nation was in a 
profound Peace, he had an Army 
of 15,000 Men encamped on 

72 under the Earl 
of Fewerſham: And in the Camp 
was a publick Chapel, where Maſs 

B b 3 was 
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374 | 
was ſaid every Day. This ſeemed 
plainly to indicate, that he 1n- 
tended to make uſe of Force, if 
he could not bring his Meaſures 
to bear without it: Which put 
Mr. Johnson, mentioned in the laſt 
Reign, upon publiſhing an Ad- 
dreis to the Proteſtant Officers and 
Soldiers in the Army, exhorting 
them not to be the Tools of the 
Court for fubverting their Reli- 

ion and Liberties. For this, after 

aving been ſolemnly degraded, he 
ood thrice in the Pillory, was 
whipped from Newgate to Tyburn, 
and fined coo Marks. But this 
Writing being diſperſed in the 
Army, made ſuch an Impreſſion, 
that it was thought it tended not 
a little to the Defection that hap- 
pened 1n it afterwards. 

Miles Prance, who was a Papiſt, 
being brought to his Trial for 
Perjury in relation to his Depo- 
fitions about Sir Edmundbury God- 
Frcy's Murder, upon his pleading 
Guilty, had his Sentence greatly 


_ mitigated, the pps Part be- 


ing wholly remitte 

Beſides the publick Meaſures the 
King fo vigorouſly took for the 
Cauſe of Popery, his private En- 
deavours were not wanting to make 
Proſelytes among his Courtiers. 
The Earl of Sunderland was brought 


over, or at leaſt pretended to be 


ſo; and ſome have thought he did 
it, the more effectually to under- 
mine the King's Projects. But the 
Earls of Roche/ter and Clarendon, 
Brothers-in-Law to the King, re- 


mained firm; for which the for- 


mer loſt the Treaſurerſhip, which 


was put in Commiſſion; and the 


latter the Privy-Seal, which was 
given to Lord Arundel, a Papiſt. 
The King's Zeal alſo put him 
upon ſending: the Earl of Ca/tle- 
main on a ſolemn Embaſſy to the 
Pope, in order to reconcile the 
three Nations to the Holy See. 
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But Innocent XI. having more 
Senſe than James, ſeeing the Im- 
practicability of his Undertaking, 
and having alfo a _ with 
the French King, who was in 
cloſe Friendſhip with the King of 
England, gave the Ambaſſidor a 
very cold Reception. Whenever 
he was to have an Audience, the 
Pope had a Fit of Coughing ready 
at hand to hinder it; which was 
repeated ſo often, that the Earl 
threatened to depart. The Pope 
only ſent him Word, that fv 
he had a Mind to go, he would 
adviſe him to ſet out early in the 
Morning, and reſi at Noon, becauſe 


it as dangerous travelling in 


that Country in the Heat of the 


Day. 

In the Beginning of the Year 
1687, the King ſent his Declara- 
tron into Scotland, ſuſpending, by 
Virtue of his ſovereign Authority, 
Prerogati we Royal, and abſolute Pow- 
er, al! Laws againſt the Catholicks; 
And, on April 4, he publiſhed the 
like Declaration for Liberty of Con- 


ſeience in England, only not in quite 


ſo high'a Stile. It is not ſtrange, 
that the ſeveral Seas of Proteſtant 


Diſſenters ſhould at firſt preſent 


Addreſſes of Thanks for this In- 
dulgence, as they found a preſent 
Eaſe in it: But afterwards refle&- 
ing more maturely upon the King's 
Deſign, the beſt Part of them 
ſaw the Snare that was laid for 
the whole Proteſtant Intereſt in 
the Kingdom; and notwithſtand- 
ing the King's Endeavours to di- 
oo them, both Church of Ex- 
land and Diſſenters united for their 
common Safety; Paſſive- Obedience 
and Non-Reſiſtance being now 
once more out of Faſhion, which 
had been inculcated as an eſſen- 
tial DoQrine of the Church. 
The King ſent a Mandate to 
the Univerſity of Cambridge, ic 


admit one Alban Francis, à Bene- 
fictint 
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and induce them to aboliſh the 


&fine Monk, to the Degree of 
* of Arts, without taking the 
Oaths; which the Univer/ity refuſe- 
ing to do, the Vice-Chancellor was 
deprived of his Office by the Eccle- 
fiaſtical Commiſſioners. | | 
But the Affair of Magdalen-Col- 
lege in Oxford made the greateit 
Noiſe: The Prefidentſhip of that 
College being vacant, the King 
ſent his Man 
fident and Fellows, to elect one 
Anthony Farmer, a Man of ill Fame, 
who had promiſed to declare him- 


ſelf a Catholick, into that Office. 


'The College refuſed to comply, as 
being contrary to their Statutes, 
and choſe Dr. Hough. Upon this, 
the Vice - Preſident and Fellows 
were ſummoned before the Eccle- 
fiaſtical Commiſſioners, who ſuſ- 
pended the Vice-Prefident and one 
of the Fellows, and deprived the 
new Preſident: But their Allega- 
gations againſt Farmer 2 
juſt, the King ſent them a ſecon 

Mandate to ele& Dr. Parker, Biſhop 


of Oxford, who was a thorough. 


Courtier, and a reputed Papiſt. 
The Fellows ſticking to their firſt 
Choice, would obey this Mandate 
no more than the former: Which 
made the King reſolve to go to 
Oxford and conquer their Obſti- 
nacy by his Preſence. But all his 
paſſionate Threatnings could not 
prevail: The Fellows remained 
firm, for which 25 (all but two 
of the whole Body) were expelled, 


and 2 of their Fellowſhips. 


Dr. Hough refuſing to put Parker 
in Poſſeſion of his Lodgings, the 
Doors were broke open; and the 
deprived Fellows had their Places 
ſupplied by Papiſts. This Dr. 
Hough was the late venerable 
Biſhop of MWorcgſter, who died in 
1743. 

The King did all he could to 
gain the Members of Parliament, 


ed them, an 


te to the Vice- Pre- 


Penal Laws and Teſt, or authorize 
his Diſpenſing Power. He cloſet- 

a uſed Promiſes and 
Threats to bring them to a Com- 
pliance ; but all proving in vain, 
he diſſolved them on July 2. 


After this he tried all Manner 
of Ways to get a new Parlia- 
ment to his Mind, particularly by 
Duo Warrances and new-model- 
ling Corporations. 
ſuch was the Diſpoſition” of the 


Generality of the Nation, and ſuch 
their Averſion to Popery and ar- 
bitrary Power, which they ſaw iz 


was his Deſign to eſtabliſh, that he 
never durſt venture to call another 
Parliament. 


On Fuly 3, Ferdinand Dada, 


who had been about the King's 


Perſon ever ſince his Acceſſion, 
being inveſted with the Character 


of the Pope's Nuncio in England, 


made his publick Entry at Miudſor 
with all the Formality of a Popiſh 
Proceflion ; though it was High- 
Treaſon by 
to aſſume that Character. 

At the ſame Time that the King 
was thus labouring to introduce 
Popery, he — into bis Pro- 
tection, and very charitably reliey- 


ed, Multitudes of French Proteſtants, 


whom Perſecution had forced to fly 


their native Country. 


The King had a great Deſire 


to know the Opinion of the Prince 
and Princeſs of Orange concerning 


the Penal Laws and Teſt, not 


doubting but, if they were for 


their Repeal, it would have a great 
Weight with a new Parliament. 
The Matter was at firſt managed 
with great Secrecy by one Mr. 
Stuart, who by the King's private 


Direction wrote to Penſionary Fagel 
At laſt ſome Circum- 
ſtances occaſioned it to be made 
publick, to the King's great Mor- 

B b4 tification, 


about it. 
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376 JAM 
tification, 2s it let the World know, 
how contrary the Sentiments of the 
Prince and Princeſs were to thoſe of 
the King their Father: For they 
directed Penſionary Fagel to declare, 
That though they were for a full 
Liberty of Conſcience, and againſt 
any one's being puniſhed or ill uſed 
for differing from the eſtabliſhed 
Religion; yet as to the Teſt, and 
thoſe other Penal Laws that were 
made for the Security of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, they were zgainſt 
their being repealed, ſince the 
Papiſts received no other Prejudice 
from them, than the being ex- 
cluded from both Hpuſes of Parlia- 
ment, and from publick Employ- 
ments. | 

This Year put an End to the 
Life of the famous George Villiers, 
Duke of Buckingham. He had of 
late made but a contemptible Fi- 
gure, and died obſcurely in Tor- 
fire, after having ſquandered a- 
way his Eſtate by his extravagant 
Courſes. | 

The Proteſtants, in the midſt of 
their Danger, were in Hopes that 
the King being in Years would not 
live much longer, and that the Ac- 
ceſſion of the Princeſs of Orange, 
who was preſumptive Heir to the 
Crown, would ſet all Things right 
again. But their Hopes ſeemed 
quite extinguiſhed, when a Procla- 
mation was publiſhed, on January 2, 
1687-8, that the Queen was with 
Child, and ordering a Thankſgiv- 
ing on that Account, The extra- 
vagant Joy of the Papiſts on this 
Occaſion, the ſanguine Hopes of the 
Jeſuits, who gave out that this Con- 
ception was miraculous, and the Ef- 
fect of a Vow to our Lady of Læret- 
to, and that the Queen would cer- 
tainly have a Prince, made the Ge- 
nerality of the Prateftants, whoſe 
Intereſt it was to have no ſuch Birth, 
entertain Suſpicions of this Preg- 


28 II. 


nancy, and that the Papiſts were 
ding to impoſe an Heir on the 
ation. | | 
The King ſeeing no Hopes of 
having a Parliament at his Devo. 
tion, and that nothing would do 
but Force, began to augment his 
Army and Fleet, and the new Com- 
miſſions were almoſt all beſtowed on 
Popiſh Officers. He afterwards or- 
dered ſome entire Regiments from 
Ireland, and filled up the Vacancies 
in the Eugliſb Regiments with Irif 
and Popith Officers and Soldiers; 
which gave a general Diſguſt to the 
Army, and Lampoons and Ballads 
were made againſt the 1r;, whom 


the Engliſb hated ever fince the 


bloody Maſſacre in 1641. 


On April 27, 1688, came out a 


fecond Declaration for Liberty of Con- 
ſcience, which the Biſhops were or- 
dered to ſee read in all Churches and 
Chapels. Some few Biſhops obeyed, 


and it was read in a few Churches, 


when the Congregations generally 
went out. But Sancroft Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury, Lloyd Biſhop of &. 
Aſaph, Kenn of Bath and Wells, Tur- 
ner of Ely, Lake of Chicheſter, White 
of Peterborough, and Trelawny of 
Briſtol, after ſome Conſultation, re- 
ſolved not to obey the Order, and 
went and preſented a Petition to the 
King againſt it, They were .pon 
this, June 8, ſummoned before the 
Council, and adhering to their Pe- 
tition, were ſ:nt to the Tower, prl- 
vately, as it were, by Water; but 
this did not hinder Multitudes flock- 
ing to the Water-Side, deſiring their 
Blefling, and applauding and en- 
couraging their Conſtancy. 

Two Days after, June 10, the 
Queen was ſaid to be delivered of a 
Prince (the late Pretender.) Many 
believed then, and til] believe, that 
this was a ſuppoſititious Child. It1s 
certain, there were a great many 
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on to both the Pregnancy and the 
Lying-in: And. though the King 
and Queen knew the general Suſpi- 
cions of the People, yet they took 
no Methods to. remove thoſe Suſpi- 
cions, but by their Management 
rather increaſed them. The Prin- 
ceſs Anne was then at the Bath, the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury in the 
Tower, and the Dutch Ambaſſador 
was not called to be a Witneſs for 
the Princeſs of Orange. And ſome 


fit to have ſeveral Witneſſes exa- 
mined in Council, and their Depo- 
ſitions ſolemnly taken, to prove the 
Reality of the Birth, the Proofs 
were of ſuch a Nature as rendered 
it ſtill more doubtful. However 
this may be ſaid, that Circumſtances, 
which otherwiſe would be thought 
to have little or nothing in them, in 
caſe of a general Suſpicion, are uſu- 


cion. | 

The ſeven Biſhops, who, on 
June 15, were diſcharged from the 
Tower upon their own Recogni- 
Zance, were on the 29th tried at 
the King's Bench Bar, for a Libel 
Ws againſt the King and his Govern- 
ment, as their Petition was called. 
vo of the Judges, right and Al- 
bone, gave their Opinion that it 
== was a Libel; and the two others, 
= Holloway and Powell, that it was 
not. In the End the Jury acquitted 
45 them, when Weſtmin/ter- Hall re- 
WE ſounded with Shouts of Joy, which 
= preſently ſpread themſelves through 
the Cities of Veflminſter and London, 
and then through the whole King. 
dom. As ſoon as the News reached 
the Camp on Hounſlow: Heath, the 
Soldiers made loud Rejoicings even 
Ji the Hearing of the King, who 
Vas there at that Time; and to ſhew 
ow much he reſented the Acquit- 
WW of the Biſhops, he immediately 
Burned Holloway and Powell out of 
beir Places, 
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Time after, when the King thought 


ally applied to confirm that Suſpi- 
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Theſe repeated Mortifications put 
the King upon making Trial of his 
Army, on which Occaſion he re- 
ceived the greateſt Mortification of 
all: For beginning with the Lord 
Litchfield's Regiment, he ordered 
them to take their Arms; and im- 
mediately commanded ſuch Officers 
and Soldiers, as would not contri- 
bute to the Repeal of the Penal Laws 
and Teſt, to lay them down ; which 
they all did except two Captains, 
and a few Popiſh Soldiers : At which 


he was ſo aſtoniſhed, that he ſtood. 


ſpeechleſs for a while, and then bade 
— take up their Arms again, ad- 
ding with a ſudden Air, ht he would 
not hereafter do them the Honour to 
aſt their Advice. His only Expe- 
dient now was to new-model his 
Forces, which he began to do by 
caſhiering Proteſtants and putting 
5 — in their Room; but this only 
diſguſted the whole Army the more. 
The Fleet was no better diſpoſed to 
favour the Views of the King; for 
Vice-Admiral Strictland attempting 
to have Maſs ſaid on Board his Ship, 
it occaſioned ſuch a Diſturbance a- 
mong the Sailors, that they were 
with Difficulty reſtrained from throw- 
ing the Prieſts over-board. 

After the Birth, real or pretend- 
ed, of a Prince of Wales, the belt 


Part of the Nation, Tories as well 


as Whigs, began in earneſt to, think 
of Means for preſerving their Re- 
ligion and Liberties from being ut- 
terly deſtroyed : For now the Dan- 
ger from Popery and Arbitrary 
Power was not likely to end with 


.the King's Life, but to be perpetu- 


ated by Means of this Birth. In 
this Situation, a great many Perſons 
of Eminence and — in the 
Kingdom, both Clergy and Laity, 
began to turn their Eyes towards 


Holland, and to take Meaſures for 


inviting over the Prinee of Orange, 
in order to put him at the Head of 
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the Party againſt the King, which 
was indeed the main Body of the 
Nation. Several of the Nobility 
and Gentry going abroad on various 
Pretences, waited on the Prince at 
the Hague; and by this Means ſuch 
a ſecret Correſpondence was held 
with the great and leading Men of 
the Kingdom, as in a ſhort Time 
produced a wonderful Revolution, 
and a happy Deliverance for this 
Proteſtant Country. And ſuch was 
the Situation of Affairs in Europe at 
that Time, on Account of the am- 
bitious Views of France, which King 
James was ſure to favour, that not 
only the Proteſtant but Roman Ca- 
tholick Powers defired a Revoluti- 
on in England, and even Pope Inno- 
cent XI. who was called the Prore/- 
rant Pope, wiſhed well to the De- 
fign. Thoſe who went over to Hol- 
land, and there promoted this En- 
terprize, among many others, were 
the following. Mr. Sidney, Brother 
to Colonel Algernoon Sidney (behead- 
ed in the late Reign) Sir Robert 
Peyton, Sir Rowland Gwyn, Dr. 
Burnet, Lord IV harton, Colonel Sid- 
ney, Uncle to the Earl of Sunderland, 


Lord Dunblain, Son to the Earl of 


Danby, the Earls of Shrewſbury and 
Macclesfield, Admiral Herbert, his 
Couſin Mr. Herbert, Mr. Ruſſel, 
Major Wildman, the Lords Mordaunt 
and Paaulet, and the Earl of Vili- 
ſhire. The principal Perſons with 
whom they correſponded in England, 
vere the Earls of Danby, Dewornſpire, 
and Dorſet, the Lords Lovelace and 
Delamere, the Duke of 2 the 
Marqueſs of Hallifax, the Marqueſs 
of Wincheſter, the Lord Willoughby, 
Mr. Zefeer, Mr. Hambaen, Mr. Poaule, 


- and others, with ſeveral eminent 


Citizens of London. The Biſhop of 
Londen, and a great many others, 
were likewiſe hearty in the Deſign, 
which was managed with great Se- 
crecy at firſt, both at London and the 
Hague; but when it came to be 


378 JAMES II. 


known, was approved in a Manner 
by the whole Nation, and I may ſay 
by all Europe, except France. 

The States-General having re. 
ſolved to afliſt the Prince of Orange, 
great Preparations were made in 
Holland for his Expedition, which 
were coloured by various Pretences; 
and King James would not believe, 
for ſome Time, that the Storm 
threatened him. However, the King 
of France gave him timely Notice 
of what was apprehended, and, it is 
ſaid, offered him 30,000 Men, but 
that the Offer was rejected by means 
of the Earl of Sunderland, who is 
ſaid alſo to have concealed from the 
King ſome Letters, which Mr. Sil. 
ton, Envoy at Paris, had ſent in 
relation to the Affair. It is certain, 
that many ſuſpected him of betray. 
ing his Maſter, and holding a ſecret 
Correſpondence with the Prince of 
Orange, and that he was ſoon after 
turned out of all his Poſts. The 
firſt certain Advice the King had of 
the Prince of Oranges Deſign, was 
towards the End of September, when 
he appeared in the utmoſt Conſter- 
nation, conſulted immediately with 
the Biſhops then in London, aboliſh- 
ed the Commiſſion for Eccleſiaſtical 
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Affairs, took off the Biſhop of Lon- ed \ 
do's Suſpenſion, reſtored the City aroſe 
to their Charter, removed Popiſh diſpe 
Magiſtrates and put Proteſtants in culty 
their Room, and took ſome other and { 

Steps towards the Redreſs of Griev- this 
ances ; which had not the deſired his I; 
Effect, as they came too late, and diſcon 
were evidently the Reſult of Necel- from 
ſity, not of Inclination. The Po- rom 
piſh Chapels were alſo now ſhut up The 
for fear of Inſults from the Mob, ſuſtain 
and many Nomiſb Prieſts and Jeſuits Prince 
began to conſult their own Safety, Put to 
by timely quitting the Kingdom. Novem 
In the mean Time the Prince of vourab 
Orange publiſhed a Declaration, datel - "oy 
— 


October 10, N. S. importing, that 
the Deſign of his Undertaking * 
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others, with Count Naſſau, Count 
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to maintain the Proteſtant Religion, 
and the Laws and Liberties of theſe 
Kingdoms, which had been ſo open- 
ly violated, and, in order to this, 
to have a free and /awful Parlia- 


ment; to which he had been /olicited 


by a great many Lords, both Spiritual 


and Temporal, and by many Gentlemen | 


and other Subjects of all Ranks. 

On O#ober 16, the Prince took a 
ſolemn and moſt affectionate Leave 
of the States, and on the 19th ſet 


ſail with a Fleet of about 50 Men 


of War, 25 Frigates, as many Fire- 
Ships, and near 400 Victuallers and 
Tranſports, having about 14, ooo 
Land-Forces on Board; and accom- 
panied by the Engliſb Nobility and 
already mentioned and 


de Holmes, M. Bentinck, M. Over- 
guergue, and M. Zuleſteyn; as alſo 
the famous Marſhal Schomberg, and 
a great many other French Officers, 
Refugees for their Religion. The 
Prince carried a Flag with Engliſb 


Colours, and their Highneſſes Arms, 


ſurrounded with this Motto, The 
Proteſtant Religion and Liberties of 
England. | 

This gallant Fleet had not ſailed 
a great Way, when the Wind turn- 
ed weſterly, and a violent Storm 
aroſe, which drove it back, and ſo 
diſperſed it, that it was with Diffi- 
culty the Ships made ſome one Port, 
and ſome another. King Fames on 
this News began to recall ſome of 
his late As of Grace, and thereby 


= diſcovered what was to be expected 


from him, if once he ſhould be free 


from all Danger, 


The Damage the ſcattered Fleet 
ſuſtained was ſo ſmall, that the 
Prince was ſoon in a Condition to 
put to Sea again; which he did on 
November 1, and ſailing with a fa- 
vourable Wind, entered the Chan- 


nel on the 3d, the Engliſb Fleet 


under Lord Dartmouth lying Kill, 


and letting the Dutch Fleet paſs by; 
whether hindered by the Wind, or 
not inclined to oppoſe the Prince; 
who on the 5th happily landed with 
his whole Army at Torbay, without 
any Oppoſition. From thence he 
marched to Exeter, and ftaid there 
ſome Days before any Perſons of 
Note came to join him; but at 
length the Gentry in thoſe Parts 
waited on him in great Numhers, 
and drew up an AHociation to ſtand 
by him and one another in the Cauſe 
they had engaged in, which was 
afterwards ſigned by abundance of 
People of all Ranks all over the 
Kingdom. 

When the King heard of the 
Prince's Landing, he ordered his 
Army, under the Earl of Feverſpam, 
to rendezyous on Sali/oury Plain. 
But great Numbers ſoon deſerted 
and went over to the Prince, and 
the Lord Cornbury in particular car- 
ried off with him ſeveral Regiments. 
When the King arrived at Selz/oury, 
moſt of the chief Officers declared, 
that they could not in Conſcience 
fight againſt the Prince of Orange, 
and the Lord Churchill (afterwards 
Duke of Marlborough) with ſeveral 
others actually went over to him. 
The King finding he could not rely 
on his Army, returned to London, 
and on the Way had the Mortifica- 
tion to be left by Prince George of 
Denmark, who, with the Duke of 
Ormond and others, went off to the 
Prince of Orange, and was ſoon fol- 
lowed by his Princeſs, the Lady 
Anne, to the unſpeakable Grief of 
the King her Father, from whom 
there was now almoſt an univerſal 
Defection of the Nobility, and all 
Ranks of People. 

The Prince, in the mean Time, 
advanced to Sherburn, and from 
thence to Saliſbury, where he made 
a triumphant Entry; the King's 
Army having before retired to Read- 
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ing. His Majeſty now thought fit 
to conſult ſome Proteſtant Peers ; 
and by their Advice promiſed to call 
a free Parliament, and to ſend Com- 
miſſioners to treat with the Prince; 
who by their Hands ſent ſome Pro- 
poſals, which were ſo moderate, 
that the King ſeemed willing to 
accept them: But, in the mean 
Time, conſulting with his Popiſh 
Friends, to whom the Propoſals 
were by no Means favourable, they 
adviſed him to withdraw himſelf, 
with his Queen and Son, out of the 
Kingdom. Accordingly, the Queen 
with the young Prince, and a few 
Attendants, went away on December 
9, in the Night, and embarking at 
Grawveſend, arrived ſafely in France ; 
and the King, the next Night, left 
Whitehall in Diſguiſe, in order to 
follow her thither. 

As ſoon as this was known, the 
Lords in and about London met at 
Guildhall, and, with the Lord- 
Mayor and Aldermen, reſolved to 
ſtand by the Prince of Orange, which 
they ſent Deputies to acquaint him 
with; and the Common-Council 
ſent an Addreſs, imploring his Pro- 
tection, and deſiring him to haſten 
his March to London. The Mob 
how drew together and pulled down 
the Maſs-Houſes ; and the Houſes 
of ſome foreign Ambaſſadors did not 
eſcape their 5 ury. In the Midſt of 
theſe Commotions, Chancellor 7efe- 
ries, being diſcovered as he was at- 
tempting to eſcape in Diſguiſe out of 
the Nation, was very roughly hand- 
Jed by the Mob, and at Iaft ſent to the 
Tower, where be ſoon ended his Days, 
and ſo eſcaped the exemplary Pu- 
niſhment he had ſo richly. deſerved. 

The Earl of Fewer/bam, in pur- 
fuance of a Letter he received from 
the King at his Departure, diſband- 
ed his Forces: Upon which, ſome 
Outrages committed by the 1rifb 
Soldiers, occaſioned a moſt terrible 
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Panick in London, which ſoon ſpread 


itſelf all over the Kingdom, fo that : 
every one ſtood upon his Defence, l 
The Prince and the Peers, to pre- i 
vent any farther Miſchiefs, ordered 2 
the diſbanded Troops to re-aſſemble . 
under their reſpective Colonels and : 
Commanders. J 

In the mean Time, an odd Ac. I 
cident happened to the King, who 1 
having embarked in a ſmall Veſſel ” 
near Fever/ham, before he could N 
ſail, was ſtopped by a Number of 3 
Fiſhermen and others, who rifled 7 
him, and treated him with great = 
Indighity, taking him for a Popih 2 
Prieſt, and Chaplain to Sir Edward Sf 
Hales, who attended him in his 8. 
Flight. Upon this, many others 85 
came on board, and among the reſt * 
a Conſtable, who knowing the King, bas 
fell at his Feet, and begged him to : 


forgive the Violence offered to his 
Perſon. The King finding he was 
known, was defirous to be gone; 
but the People brought him, as it 
were by Force, to an Inn in the 
Town, where he ſent for the Earl 
of Vinchelſea, who prevailed with 
him, much againſt his Inclination, 
to go back to London. And the 
Lords hearing of this Adventure, 
ſent four of their Body to invite 
him to return to JYhitehall ; where, 
on December 16, he arrived, amid 
the loud Acclamations of the Peo- 
le. His only publick Act at this 
Time, which was the laſt of his 
Reign, was the Iſſuing out 4 
Order againſt Mobs and Riots, by 
which the Papiſts had greatly fi 
fered ; and during his ſhort Stay, 
his Palace was crowded with Ii 
Papiſts, Prieſts, and Jeſuits. « 
He had ſent an Invitation to the 
Prince, who was to be at London 
the next Day, to come to Sr. Jane! 
but the Lords, who were with bis | 
Highneſs, did not think it ſafe for 
him to be there, unleſs the = 


lll, lee 
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and his Popiſh Guards were at a 
convenient Diſtance. And ſo he 
ſent three Peers to deſire him to re- 
move to Ham near Richmond. In 
the mean Time, the Dutch Guards 
took Poſſeſſion of Whitehall and St. 
James's, The King, inſtead of go- 
ing to Ham, defired Leave to go to 
Rochefter, which was readily granted, 
and he ſet out the next Day about 
Noon. The ſame Day, in the Af- 
ternoon, the Prince arrived at Sz. 
James's, amidſt the joyful Acclama- 
tions of all Ranks of People. On 
Derember 21, he convened the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, who were 
in London, about 70 in Number, to 
conſider of the beſt Methods for 
calling a free Parliament, and pur- 
ſuing the Ends of his Declaration. 
As to the King, being arrived at 
Rocheſter, and dreading the Conſe- 
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quence of a free Parliament, he de- 
layed not to put his former Deſign 
in Execution: For privately with- 
drawing himſelf about Three in the 
Morning, December 23, with only 
the Duke of Beravick his natural 
Son, and two others, he embarked, 
and with a favourable Wind arrived 
at Ambleteuſe in France; from whence 
he immediately repaired to Sr. Ger- 
main g. To this Flight we may pro- 
perly fix the Period of this unfor- 
tunate Monarch's Reign, after he 
had ſwayed the Scepter not quite 
four Years. He was now in the 
56th Year of his Age, and his Reign 
might have been as happy and glo- 
rious as any of his Predeceſſors, 
were it not for the violent Counſels 
of a Popiſn, Jeſuitical Faction, and 
his own extreme Bigotry to their 
enſlaving Superſtition. 
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ä 
| S ſoon as King James had 
A thus left the * the 

Lords took upon themſelves 
the Government, and meeting in 


their Houſe, they, on December 25, 


agreed to addreſs the Prince of 
Orange to take upon him the Ad- 
miniſtration of all publick Affairs, 
till a Convention ſhould meet, for 
which they deſired him to iſſue out 
Letters to the ſeveral Counties, 
Cities and Boroughs, directing them 
to chuſe ſuch a Number of Perſons 
to repreſent them, as were of Right 
to be ſent to Parliament. The 

alſo iſſued out an Order for all 
Papiſts to depart ten Miles from 
the City of London, and not to 
remove above five Miles from their 
Habitations in the Country. In 
order to give a greater Weight to 
the Proceedings of the Lords, the 
Prince, on his being informed of 
the King's Departure, had pub- 
liſned an Order, deſiring all ſuch 
Perſons as had been Members of 
any of King Charles IId's Par- 


liaments, and alſo the Lord-Mayor 


and Aldermen, and co of the 
Common-Council of the City of 
London, to meet him at Se, James's, 
on December 26; which they ac- 
cordingly did, (there being about 
160 of the old Members) and re- 
Pairing to the Commons Houſe, 
reſolved to addreſs the Prince, as 
the Lords had done, to take on 
him the Adminiſtration of the Go- 
vernment, until the Meeting of the 
intended Convention, on January 
22. The Prince returned: an An- 
{wer ſeverally to the Lords and 
Commons, The he would do as 


they deſired. After which, he im- 
_mediately ordered M. Barilton, the 
French Ambaſſador, to depart the 
Kingdom in 24 Hours. And on 


E G N U M. 


December 31, he publiſhed a Procla. 
mation, authorizing all Juſtices of 
the Peace, and other Officers, not 
being Papiſts, to act in their re. 
ſpective Places until the Meeting 


of the Convention, or Orders to 


the contrary. 

The Scotch Peers then in Londen, 
to the Number of zo, and about 80 
Gentlemen, ailembled at the Prince's 
Deſire, and preſented the like Ad- 
dreſs: to him, with regard to the 
Adminiſtration of all publick Affairs 
in Scotland, as the Engliſh Lords 
and Gentlemen had done with re. 
ſpe to England, deſiring him alſo 
to call a General Meeting of the 
States to be holden on the 14th of 
March following. And the Prince 
returned them much the ſame An- 
ſwer as he had done to the Zryli, 
At the ſame Time the Prince ex- 
tending his Care to /reland, ſum- 
moned the Earl of Tyrconnel to ſub- 
mit to the preſent Adminiſtration 
in England: But this had not the 
deſired Effect. 

The Forces diſbanded by the 
Earl of Feverſham being re- aſſem - 


| bled, the Prince diſcharged their 


Arrears with 200,000/. advanced 
in four Days by the City of Lond; 
after which he made ſuch a Reform 
in the Army, by caſhiering Papilss, 
and filling up the Vacancies with 
Proteſtants, as might render it fer- 
viceable to the Nation. 

The Convention, for which the 
Elections had been carried on with 
the utmoſt Freedom, met * a. 
appointed Day, January 22, 1088.9. 
The Lords TH the Marqueſs of 
Hallifax for their Speaker, and 
the Commons Mr. Powle. After 
a Letter from the Prince had 
been read in both Houſes, the 
jointly preſented an Addrsls . 


him, 
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him, acknowledging him, under 
God, the Deliverer of the Nation, 
approving of his Adminiſtration of 
the Government, and praying him 
to continue it. They then ap- 
pointed a general Thankſgiving 
for the late happy Deliverance, and 


to be inſerted for the Prince of 
Orange. | 

The Commons had not ſat long 
before they pretty readily came to 
the following remarkable Vote, 
That King James II. Saving en- 
deavoured to ſubwert the Conſtitution 
of the Kingdom, 7 breaking the Ori- 
ginal Contract be 7 
People; and by the Advice of Jeſuits 
and other wicked Perſons, having vi- 
olated the fundamental Laws, and 
abithdraaun himſelf out of the King- 
dom, Bath abdicated the Government, 
and that the Throne is thereby be- 
come Vacant. 
= In the Houſe of Lords Things 
did not go on ſo fmoothly. There 
was a ſtrong Party for a Regency, 
among whom the Earl of Nor- 
tingham was the: Chief; and after 
great Debates, it was carried to 
put the Word Deſerted in the Room 


= Clauſe of the Vacancy of the 
Throne. This occaſioned a moſt 
memorable Conference between 
the two Houſes, and the Reſult 
of it was, that the Lords, at laſt, 
departed from their Amendments, 
and agreed to the Vote of the 
Commons; after which, both 
Houſes voted, that the Prince and 
Princeſs of Orange ſhould be King 
and Queen, 

The Princeſs arrived from Hol- 
land on February 12, and the next 
Day, both Prince and Princeſs be- 
ing ſeated on two large Chairs 
= under a Canopy of State in the 
_ 2nquting-Houſe, both Houſes of 
the Convention waited on them 
in a Body, and made them a ſo- 


_ concluding thus: 


a particular Prayer was ordered 


taveen King and 


of Abadicated, and to leave out the 
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lemn Offer of the Crown, after 
having cauſed a Declaration of 
their Rights, which had been vio- 
lated by King James, to be read; 
Hawing there- 
fore an entire Confidence, that his 
Jaid Eighneſs, the Prince of Orange, 
will perfect the Deliverance /o far 
advanced by him, and will ſtill pre- 
Jferve them' from the Violation of 
their Rights, which they have here 
aſſerted, and from all other Attempts 
upon their Religion, Rights and Li- 
berties; the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal and Commons, aſſembled at 
Weſtminſter, do re/olwve,. That Wit 
liam and Mary, Prince and Prin- 
ceſs of Orange, be, and be de- 
clared, King and Queen of Eng- 
land, France, and Ireland, and the 
Dominions thereunto belonging, to 
hold the Crown .and Royal Dig- 
nity of the ſaid Kingdoms and Do- 
minions, to them the ſaid Prince 
and Princeſs, during their Lives, 
and the Life of the Survivor of 
them; and that the ſole and full 
Exerciſe of the Royal Power be 
only in, and executed by, the ſaid 
Prince of Orange, in the Names 
of the ſaid Prince and Princeſs, 
during their joint Lives ; and after 
their Deceaſe, the ſaid Crown and 
Royal Dignity of the ſaid King- 
doms and Dominions to be to the 
Heirs of the Body of the ſaid Prin- 
ceſs ; and for Default of ſuch Iſſue, 
to the Princeſs Anne of Denmark, and 
the Heirs of her Body; and for 
Default of ſuch Iſſue, to the Heirs 
of the Body of the ſaid Prince of 
Orange. 
The Prince, in a moſt agree- 
able and obliging Anſwer, ac- 
cepted of the 8 in the Name 
of them both; and the ſame Day 
they were proclaimed King and 
Queen by the Names of Villiam 
and Mary, at which a general Joy 
appeared anong the People. 
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WILLIAM III. and MARY Il. 


HE memorable Revoluti- 

on, which King James's 

Conduct had made neceſ- 
ſary for the Preſervation of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, and the Laws and 
Liberties of the Kingdom, 1 
thus happily compleated, the fir 
Thing King William did, after he 
had ſettled his Privy-Council, was 
his giving the Royal Aſſent, on Fe- 
bruary 23, to a Bill that had paſſed 
both Houſes, to remove and prevent 
all — and Diſputes concerning the 
Aſſembling and Sitting of this preſent 
Parliament. By which Ad the Con- 
vention, Which had placed the Crown 
on the Prince and Princeſs of Orange, 
was changed into a Parliament. 

To ſhew the Senſe of the Nation 
concerning ſome of the late ſangui- 
nary and arbitrary Proceedings, 
the Attainders of ſeveral Perſons, 
who had ſuffered capital Puniſh- 
ments, were, by Acts of Parliament, 


at ſeveral Times, annulled and made 


void; as thoſe of Viiliam Lord Ra,. 


fel, Algernoon Sidney, Eſq; Mrs. Al. 
cia Liſle, and Alderman Corniþh, 
The Judgment againſt Mr. San 
Fohn/on was reverſed ; and though 
there were great and long Debates 
about Titus Oates, whoſe Evidence 
in general concerning the Popill 
Plot was never called in Queſtion, 
only ſome Particulars relating to 
Time and Place, yet the Parlia- 
ment addreſſed the King to take of 
the remaining Part of his Puniſh- 
ment, namely, his Impriſonment 
for Life, and annual Pillorying; 
which his Majeſty readily complicd 
with, and moreover allowed him 4 
yearly Penfion. The Judgment 
upon the Quo Warranto againſt the 
City of London was alſo reverſd 
and the City reſtored to its nt 
leges ; and an Ad of Oblivion, i 
length, paſſed, out of which wer 
excepted ſome few of the many lat 
Inſtruments of Popery and arÞitra) 
Power. The Earl of Sundir au 
was excepted only for Ferm? 


* bd 


a vj 


Sake, he being. at the ſame Time 
in Favour with the King. a 
From the Beginning of the Reign 
of King William and Queen Mary, 
| there was a Party in the Nation 
who diſliked the new Settlement, 
and were in continual Plots to 
overturn it, and to reſtore the late 
King James. Theſe were diſtin- 
guiſhed by the Name of Farobites, 
as alſo that of Noyurors, from their 
refuſing to take the Oaths to the 
preſent Government, That the 
Papiſts ſhould diſlike the Revolu- 
tion, is not at all ſtrange. And 
to theſe were joined ſeveral Pro- 
Leſtants, who either, from the ſtrong 
mpreſſions of the late Doctrine of 
Pa ve- Obedience and Non-Reſiſt- 
Nance, could not bring themſelyes 
bo think it lawful to reſiſt King 
ane, or who, though they thought 
WE the Interpoſition of the Prince of 
range neceſſary at the Time, yet 
were againſt his being made King, 
and were only for a Regency in the 
EN ame of King Fames II. bein 
ſtrongly prepoſleſſed with the No- 
tions of hereditary Right, and di- 
ea lineal Succeſſion. Some of 
cc, indeed, afterwards complied 
ich the Times, as the Earl of Nor- 
ebam, who was made Secretary 
pt State to King William and Queen 
ian, and Dr. Sherlock, who, af- 
er the Vitory at the Boyne, ac- 
A owledged hos Majeſties Title, 
Id was made Dean of S-. Paul's. 


WWiples, which had been innocent 
ough, if they had not carried 
em into Plots and Conſpiracies 
ainſt the preſent Government. 
ad the Party was ſtrengthened 
ad kept alive by ſeveral Clergy- 
en, who ſcrupled or refuſed to 
ee. the new Oaths, among whom 
ere ſome Biſhops, as the Arch- 
hop of Canterbury, and the Bi- 
ps of Z), Bath and Fells, Peter- 
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Borougb, Norwich, and Glouc aher. (r 


9 But many adhered to their old Prin- 
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whom the four firſt had been impri- 
ſoned in the Tower by King Jn} 
who after ſome Time were deprivec 
and their Sees filled with others 
which occafioned what ſome called 
a Schiſm in the Church of England. 
Thus the Revolution had many 
Enemies from the Beginning, tho” 
the Proteſtant Religion was preſerv- 
ed by it, and the Liberties of the 
People better ſettled than ever they 
had been before; and the only De- 
fect in it ſeems to have been, the 
not guarding ſufficiently agazlaſt Bri- 
bery and Corruption, wih 
complained of in this Rei 
has been too much practiſd by 
Miniſters ever ſince; and may one 
Time or other be the Ruin of*the 
Nation, which the Revolution was 
intended to preſerve, | 
'The King having acquainted the 
Parliament; ſo early as Februtry 27, 
with the News of the late King 
Famer having ſailed from Breſt 
with a conſiderable Body of French 
Troops, in order to land in Jrelang, 


both Houſes unanimouſly reſolved, 


That they would ſtand by and affift 
his Majeſiy with their Lives and 
Fortunes, in ſupporting his Alliances 
abroad, in reducing of Ireland, and 
in 1 of the Proteftant Religion 
and Laws of the Kingdom. Whic 

Reſolution they communicated to 
his Majeſty in an Addreſs, to which 
he returned ſuch an affectionate and 
obliging Anſwer, as gave a gene- 


ral Satisfaction. 


Not long after, the King, by the 
Advice of the Commons, and be- 
ing ftrongly ſolicited to it by 
his Allies, declared War againſt 
France, who had already begun 
it againſt the Emperor and the 
Dutch, exerciſed all Manner of 


Hoſftilities againſt the Zngliſe, and 
was now actually aſſiſting che late 


King 
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236 WILLIAM 
King TFames in his Invaſion of 
Treland. 

The King and Queen were ſo- 
lemnly crowned by the Biſhop of 

London, on April 11, 1689 - before 
which his Majeſty had conferred 
feveral Titles of Honour: Among 
the reſt, Charles Marqueſs of Min- 
cheſter was made Duke of Bolton, 
William Bentinch, Eſq; Earl of Port- 
land, Ralph Lord Montagu Earl of 
Montagu, and John Lord Churchill 
Earl of Marlborough. And about 
the ſame Time, Dr. Gilbert Burnet, 
who came over with his Majeſty 
when Prince, was, _ the Death 

of Dr. Seth Ward, advanced to the 
Biſhoprick of Saliſbury. ; 
The Parliament, at the King's De- 
fire, had paſſed an AZ for taking 
away the Tax called Hearth-Money ; 
which received the Royal Aſſent, 
on April 24. As this was an odi- 
ous and prievous Tax, the Aboliſh- 
ing of it was certainly a very po- 
pular Meaſure, at the Beginning of 
the new Government. 
The Court would have been glad 
to have found Means for admitting 
the Proteſtant Diſſenters to a Share 
in Poſts under the Government; 
but this did not pleaſe the Majority 
of the two Houſes. However, they 
readily paſſed an Act for exempting 
their Majeſties Proteſtant Subjects dij- 
Senting from the Church of ny an: 
from the Penalties of certain Laws ; 
which is commonly called the A# of 
Toleration. The King gave his Aſſent 
to ĩt on May 24; and to this Act they 
owe the juſt Liberty they enjoy at 
this Day. 6 

A little before, the Earl of Danby 
was created Marqueſs of Carmar- 
then, and Marſhal Schomberg a 
Duke; and on June 1, Admiral 
Herbert was created Earl of Torring- 
ton. It may be proper alſo to take 
Notice of ſome of the Eccleſiaſtical 


created Duke of Gloucefter. Th 


and M A R F. 
Promotions, on this remarkable 
Turn of Affairs, eſpecially in the 
Room of the deprived Biſhops, Dr. 
Stilling fleet was this Year (1689] 

romoted to the See of Vorceſſir, 

r. Patrick to the See of Chicheſter, 
and Dr. Tronfide to that of Brin, 
Sir Jonathan T relawney having been 
tranſlated to Exeter. And after 
waiting long to no Purpoſe, for 
thoſe Biſhops to take the Oaths, 
who diſliked the new Settlement, in 
the Beginning of the year 1691, 
Dr. Tillotſon was made Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury, in the Room of 
Archbiſhop Sancroft ; Dr. Patri 
was tranſlated to Eh, in the Room 
of Biſhop Turner; Dr. Kidder was 
made Biſhop of Bath and Vell, in 
the Room of Biſhop Ken; Dr. Fowlr 
Biſhop of Glouce/ter, in the Room 
of Biſhop Frampton; Dr. Cuntrr- 
land Biſhop of Peterborough, in the 
Room of Biſhop Vhite; and Dr, 
Moore Biſhop - of Norawich, in the 
Room of Biſhop Lleyd. Theſe de- 
prived Biſhops generally behaved 
pretty quietly, at leaſt to Appear- 
ance; but it was not ſo with ſome 
others of the Clergy, among whom 
Dr. Hickes, who was deprived af 
the Deanery of WYorcefter, was ont 
of the moſt violent. We mult not 
forget Dr. Sharp, who was made 
Archbiſhop of 7or4upon the Deathol 
Dr. Lamplugh; and Dr. Tenniſon, who 
was advanced to the See of Linc 
upon the Death of Biſhop Bari 

To return to the Year 1669: 
On Fuly 24, the Princeſs Arm f 
Denmark was delivered of a Print 
named William, whom his Majely 


Lords had added a Clauſe to fle 
Bill of Rights and Succeſſion, in it 
vour of the Princeſs S pia, whic 
the Commons rejected, and {ere 
Conferences paſſed between 1 


two Houſes upon it, but * 
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Purpoſe; and the Birth of the a- 
bove-mentioned Prince made it the 
leſs requiſite to inſiſt upon that 
Matter for the preſent. After this, 
there were Debates in the Houſe of 
Commons about ſettling a Revenue 
on the Princeſs Anne. The Court 
ſeemed inclined to have it left to 
the King's Diſcretion, but the Prin- 
ceſs was for a fixed Settlement, in- 
dependent of the Court; which was 
carried in the Houſe, And this 
Affair is thought by ſome to have 
been one Occaſion of the Difference 
between the Queen and the Princeſs 
her Siſters r e 

The King paſſed the Bill of Right. 
and Succeſſion, on December 16, a- 
greeable to the Declaration of Rights, 
when their Majeſties accepted the 
Crown, with the Addition of a re- 
markable Clauſe, for excluding Pa- 
piſts, and Perſons marrying Papiſts, 
tor ever, from inheriting the Crown 
of England. | 

The Revolution in Scotland quick- 
iy followed that in Exg/and. The 
Convention of Eſtates in that King- 
dom met on the Day appointed, 
March 14, and ſoon voted, That 


in the Bangueting- Houſe. 
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on a Throne under a rich Canopy, 
It muſt 
be obſerved, that the Biſhops had 
Publiſhed an Abhorrence of the 


Prince of Orange's Expedition, and 


the Epiſcopal Party in general, who 
had been mere Creatures of the 
Court, and violent Oppoſers of the 
Preſbyterian Party, adhered firmly 
to King Jamet. But immediatel 
upon the Succeſs of the | rince's 


Expedition, and his Declaration in 
favour of Scotland, the Preſbyterians 


had begun to lift up their Heads, 
and to inſult their late Perſecutors 
in their Turn. And now the Meet- 
ing of the Eſtates was turned into 
a Parliament, and Prelacy once 
more aboliſhed, as contrary to the 
Inclinations of the Generality of 
the People. In the mean Time, 
the Duke of Gordon, a Papiſt, ſtill 
held the Caſtle of Edinburgh for the 
late King ; but a vigorous Siege 
obliged Fim to ſurrender it, on 
June 13, upon Condition that he 
and the Garriſon ſhould have their 
Lives, Liberties, and Fortunes ſe- 
cured. And the Earl of Dundee 
being ſlain in Battle, and the Forces 


| May 11, their Majeſties being ſeated {ing the Highland Rebels, who had 


King James, by his aſſuming an ar- , he had raiſed in the Highlands dwind- 
bitrary and deſpotiek Power, and ling away by Degrees, and being at 
exerciſing it to the Subverſion of the length entirely ſuppreſſed, their 
Proteſtant Religion, and the Laws Majeſties remained afterwards in the 
and Liberties of the Nation, had peaceable Poſſeſſion of the Crown 
forfeited the Right of the Crown, of Scotland. Though ſome Things 
and the Throne was become vacant: occaſioned great Uneaſineſs, of 
And an Act was preſently paſſed for which the Enemies of the Govern- 
ſettling the Crown upon the King and ment failed not to make their Ad- 
Queen / England; purſuant to which, vantage; particularly, the Slaugh- 


| their Majeſties were proclaimed ter of the Men of Glenco, between 


King and Queen of Scotland, on 30 and 40 in Number, as it is ſaid, 
April 11, the Day of their Corona- after they had laid down their Arms, 
ton in England. Then the Earl of in February, 1692-3; though the 
Argyle and other Commiſſioners were Scorch Parliament, in 1695, when 
ſent to make a ſolemn Tender of an Enquiry was made into that 
the Crown to their Majeſties, in the Affair, reſolved, that the Perſons 
Name of the Eſtates and Kingdom concerned in it had exceeded his 


of Scotland z which was done, on Majeſty's Inſtructions for ſuppreſ- 


8 


nor 
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not accepted the Indemnity that 
was offered by the Time prefixed 
in the Proclamation. But the Scots 
Ea. India Company, erected in 
Conſequence of an Act of Parlia- 
ment paſſed in that Kingdom in 
1695, and their new Colony at 
Darien, was a Matter of much 
greater Conſequence; for it being 
violently. oppoſed by the Engli/h, 
Dutch, and Spaniards, King Wil- 
fiam thought himſelf under a Ne- 
ceſſity to withdraw his Protection 
from this new Settlement, and to 
order his Governors in America 
to forbid the having any Com- 
merce with, or giving any Aſ- 
fiſtance to it; ſo that the Stors 
were at laſt forced to abandon it, 
under all the diſcouraging Cir- 
eumfſtances imaginable; Which 
cauſed great Diſcontents in Scor- 
Ema, and gave the King as much 
Uneafineſs, as perhaps any one 
Fhing in the whole Courſe of his 
Reign: And if the Scots Parlia- 
ment had not been in the Intereſt 
of the Court, it might have been 
attended with. much worſe Conſe- 
quences. 
I ſhall here diſmiſs the Affairs of 
Scotland, and take one ſhort View 
of what paſſed in Ireland. Tyr- 
connel had ſecured the moſt impor- 
tant Places of that Kingdom, and 
uſed ſuch Violence againſt the 
Proteſtants, that they were forced 
to retire to their Brethren in the 
North; who ſeizing on Kilinare, 
Coleraine, Inniftilling, and London- 
derry, declared for King William 
and Queen Mary. The late King 
Fames, as has been already hinted, 
| failed from Breſt with ſome French 
Troops, and landed at £Kinſale on 
March 12, 1688-9. Having taken 
Coleraine and Kilmore, after a ſtout 
Reſiſtance, he laid Siege to Lon- 
denderry, on April 20; from whence, 
3 few Days after, he departed to- 


and MARY. 


the wag, ys July 31, thought 


meet his Parliament at Dulj;z, 
where he paſſed an Act to attaint 
between two and 3000 Proteſtant 
Lords, Ladies, Clergymen, and 
Gentlemen of High- Treaſon. In 
the mean Time, the Siege of Lan- 
donderry was earried on with the 
utmoſt Efforts, and the Garriſon 
under Mr. George Walker a Clergy- 
man, and Major Baker, held out 
with the moſt ſurprizing Reſolu. 
tion, though reduced to the Ne. 
ceſlity of feeding upon Horſe- 
Fleſh, Dogs, Cats, Rats, and Mice, 
Tallow, Starch, dried and ſalted 
Hides, and all Kinds ef Offal; 
tl Major-General £&r4 arriving 
with ſome Ships laden with Provi- 
ſrons, which, after a long Delay, 
he at laſt found Means, with Dif- 
ficulty, to convey into the Town, 


fit to raiſe the Siege. The Garri. 
ſon of Ianifbilling, at the ſame Time, 
did Wonders; particularly, the 
Day before the Si of Dery 
was Taiſed,, they advanced near 
20 Miles to meet about 6000 
Friſh, and. defeated them, killing 
and drowning near 3000, though 
themſelves were not above 2000, 
and had but about 20 killed and 
50 wounded. In Avgyf, Duke 
Schomberg arrived in 4reland with 
10, 00 Men, took Carrickfergus 
in four Days, and performed other 
Acts of Bravery and: Conduct; and 
would have made a much greater Wl 
Progreſs, had he not met with 
Diſappointment from Delays in 
tranſporting the reſt of the Forces 
and Train of Artillery from F- 
land, which were owing to Ney- 
ligence, - or ſomething worſe, in 
the Perſons who had the Manage- 
ment of thoſe Affairs at home, 
or the Slowneſs in raiſing the Sup- 
plies; whilſt the Army in Tela 
was every Day diminiſhing witi 


Sickneſs, which ſwept off mai? 
brave 
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brave Officers as well as great Num- 
bers of Soldiers. King William 
having paſſed an Act for putting 


the *dminiſtration into the Hands of 


the Queen, <uhenever be ſhould be out 
of the Kingdom, in June 1690, landed 


with a gallant Army in Jreland, 


and on July 1 fought the ever- 
memorable Battle of the Boyne, 
wherein, though he had. the Miſ- 
fortune to loſe the brave Duke 
8chomberg, then 82 Years old, yet 
he gained a compleat Victory over 
the French and 1ri/4 Army, and 
obliged King James to retire to 
Dublin, and to make all the Haſte 
he could back to France. King 
William, the following Sunday, en- 
tered Dublin in Triumph, and went 
to St. Patrick's Church to return 
Thanks to God for his Victory: 
And arriving in Zrnglazd the Begin- 
ning of September, he ſent the Earl 
of Marlborough to carry on the Re- 
duction of Ireland; who took Cork 
and Kin/ale with ſuch Expedition, 
that he was again at Ken/ington, on 
October 28. The next Year, 1691, 
the intrepid Exg/z/þ under the brave 
General Ginlle, and other valiant 
Commanders, made themſelves 
Maſters of Ballimore, with incredi- 


£1 ble Bravery paſſed the Shannon a- 


midſt the Fire of the Enemy, and 
took Athlous, and fought the glori- 
ous Battle of Agbrim on July 12, 
wherein 4000 1ri/þ and their Ge- 
neral 8. Ruth were ſlain; which 
was ſoon followed by the Surrender 
of Galloway, and laſtly that of 
Limerick on Oeber (where Tyrconnel 
died, as it were of Grief, on Au- 


74 | guft 14) by which an End was put 


to the [r;þ War, and all Ireland was 
reduced to the. Obedience of King 
William and Queen Mary. Gene- 
ral Ginkle for his good Services was 
rewarded with the Title of Earl of 
Athlone, © „ 

In England, the King diſſolved 


the Convention Parliament, on Fe- 
bruary 6, 1689-90, aad a new Par- 
hlament met on March 20. The 
firſt Thing they went upon was the 
Settling a Revenue for the Civil- 
Liſt, when Sir Charles Sealey made 
a bold Speech againſt exorbitant 
Penſions and Sallaries. And it 
was in this Seſſion that the Act 
of Oblivion, before mentioned, was 
paſſed. On 2 17, among other 
Honours conferred, the Lord De- 
lamere was created Earl of War- 
T1zgtoe. | 

When King Villiam was in Ire- 
land, the Farobites began to ſtir, de- 
ſigning to riſe when the Frexch 


Fleet arrived on the Coaſt. But by 


the Vigilance and prudent Conduct 
of the Queen, their Meaſures were 
diſconcerted; though the French 
Fleet actually ſailed, and in an En- 
gagement, on June 30, 1690, worſt- 
ed the Engliſb and Dutch Fleet, 
which occaſioned great Conſterna- 
tion, and Fears of an immediate 
Invaſion; on which Occaſion the 
City of London, and others their 
Majeſties loyal Subjects, ſhewed an 
extraordinary Zeal for the Defence 
of the Government, And the 
timely Prevention of the Facobires 
Rifing, by ſecuring the Leaders of 
the Party, together with the News 
of the King's Victory at the Boyne, 
made the French deſiſt from their 
Project for the preſent. 

In the mean Time, the French 
King was puſhing his Conqueſts in 
the Netherlands and other Parts, 
which made it neceſſary for King 
William to go over to the famous 
Congreſs at the Hague, in the Be- 
ginning of the Year 1691, in order 
to animate the Confederate Princes 
and States, who by the Slowneſs of 
their Councils, and Jarring of their 
particular Intereſts, had given too 


much Advantage to the common 
Enemy. And though the Emperor, 
Cc 3 5 Spain, 
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Spain, and the German Princes, 
upon the King's Remonſtrances on 
the State of Affairs, came to vigo- 
rous Reſolutions in Defence of the 
Liberties of Ezrope againſt France; 
yet, after all, Zzgiand and Holland 
were in a Manner forced to bear 
the whole Charge and Burden of 
the War. The French were fo far 
beforehand with the Allies, that 
they took the ſtrong City of Mons 
this Year, and Namur in the Year 
following; after which was fought 
the Battle of Sreentir& (King 
Filliam commanding the Confe- 
derate Army hiraielf, as he did 
every Year du ing the War) in 


which though the French remained 


Maſters of the Field of Battle, yet 
King William fo hrayely diſputed 
the Victory, that they had ſcarce 
any thing elſe to baaſt of, the 
Loſs being nearly equal on both 
— HIS. | 

The King was no ſooner gone 
abroad in 1691, but the Facgbires 
eſumed their favourite Scheme, 
in Concert with France, for re- 
ſtoring the late King James. But 
the Vigilance of Queen Mary and 
the Government again diſconcerted 
their Meaſures: Several were taken 
up, and Lord Pre/tou and Mr. Ajſpton 
were both tried . and condemned ; 
the latter was executed, but the 
former, qpan his diſcovering the 
whole Plot, was pardoned. One 
Na of the Conſpiracy was, to get 
King Villiam aſſaſſinated abroad, 
which being happily diſcovered 
and prevented, one Grandwal a 
Frenchman, who was to be the infa- 
mous: Actor, was tried by a Court- 
Martial, and executed-as a Traitor, 
at Eyndeubowen, in 1692. At the 
ſame Time that this horrid Fact 
was to have been perpetrated, 
King James was to make a De- 
ſcent: upon England from La Hopue, 
where he Was ready with an 
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Army of French, Iriſh, Engliſh and 
Scots, But the Engliſb Fleet under 
Admiral Rufel, Delaval and others, 
being timely joined by the Dutch 
Fleet, gave the French under Ad- 
miral 7quraille ſuch a ſignal De- 
feat, on May 19, 1692, and the 
two or three following Days, as 
rendered quite abortive this for- 
midable projected Invaſion : The 
Royal gun of 104 Guns, command- 
ed by Tourville himſelf, the 47. 


mirable of 102 Guns, and the Con. 


guerant of 80, were hurnt in this 
Engagement, with' a great many 
leſſer Ships. 

The Beginning of the ſame Year, 
atherige Queen-Dowager, Widow 
of King Charles II. left Somer/r- 
Houſe, and retired to her native 
Country, Portugal. On September 
8, was a Conſiderable Shock of an 
Earthquake, which continued for 
about a Minute, and was felt not 
only in England, but in Flandir, 
where King William then was. The 
ſame Year alſo died the Hon. Robert 
Boyle, &c. a moſt famous Experi- 
mental. Philoſopher, and Founder 
of the well-known Lecture, which 


bears his Name. | 


The Parliament meeting to- 
wards the End of the Year, paſſed 
a Bill for the frequent Calling and 
Meeting of Parliamen's, commonly 
called the Triennial Bill; but the 
King, by the Advice of his Minis 
ters, refuſed his Aſſent: As he 
did alſo, the next Year, to a Bil 
touching free and impartial Pri 
ceeding in Parliament, being in 
the Nature of what is now called 
a Place-Bill; which ſo diſpleaſed 
the Commons, that they reſolved, 
That whoever adviſed the King 
zot to give the Royal Afent lo that 


AQ, was an Enemy to their a. ; 


jeſties aud the Kingdom. However, 
the Parliament inſiſting upon Us 
Trienaial Bill, he thought — 
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paſs it in 1694; which gave a ge- 
neral Satisfaction. 

In 1693, by the good Conduct 
of King William, the French King's 
Deſigns upon Brabant were en- 
tirely fruſtrated. Some Time af- 
ter, in July. was fought the fa- 
mous Battle of Landen, between the 
Allied Army commanded by King 


William, and the French under the -- 
Duke of Luxemburg: And though 


the latter were much ſuperior in 
Number, the former fought with 
ſuch obſtinate Bravery, under their 
prudent and valiant Leader, that 
for ſome Time they had mani- 
feſtly the Advantage; and it was 
only the Superiority of Numbers 
that at laſt wreſted the Victory out 
of their Hands: After which, the 
French made themſelves Maſters of 
Charleroy. | 

Our Lofs likewiſe at Sea was 
this Year very confiderable, which 
was reckoned to be owing to Miſ- 
management in our Admirals : For 
the mh Breſt Fleet, on June 16, 
fell upon Sir George Rooke's Squa- 
dron, which had a Fleet of near 
400 Merchant Ships, bound for the 
Streights, under its Convoy, whilſt 
it was ſeparated from the main 
Fleet, which ſhould have convoyed 
it out of Danger, and took, burnt 
or ſunk four of the greateſt Smyr- 
aa Ships, three-Dutch Men of War, 
and one Engliſh, and near 80 other 


Merchant-Ships: Which Miſcar- 


riage occaſioned an Inquiry in Par- 
liament, but nothing came of it. 
On November 24, died Dr. San- 
croft, the . Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, who ſeems to have been 
a quiet, honeſt Man, though he 
ſcrupled taking the Oaths. | 
In April, 1694, the Earl of 
Shrewſbury, who a little before 
was made Secretary of State in 
the Room of the Earl of Norting- 
ham, was advanced to the Title 


of Duke of Shrewſbury ; and the 
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Earl of Mulgrave was created Mar- 
queſs of Normanby. Soon after the 
Marqueſs of Carmarthen was made 
Duke of Leeds, the Earl of Bedford 
Duke of Bedford, and the Earl 
of Dewonſhire Duke of Dewonſpire. 
And Sydney Lord Godolphin was 
named Firſt Commiſſioner of the 
Treaſury, 
Our Honour at Sea was in great 
Meaſare retrieved this Year. Of 
a Fleet of French Merchant-Men, 
Captain Pictard burnt or ſunk 35 
out of 55, as alſo the Man of War 
which convoyed them. And though 
our Deſign upon Bre miſcarried, 
yet we terribly bombarded Dieppe 
and. Hawre-de-Grace, and continued 
to alarm the whole Coaſt of France; 
whilſt our grand Fleet, under Ad- 
miral 2 rode triumphant in the 
Mediterranean, blocked up the French 
Fleet in Toulon, and by that 
Means put a Stop to the Ins e 
ing Arms of France in Catalonia. 
Though there was no Action of any 
Note in Flanders, yet upon the 
whole the Allies were ſucceſsful in 
preventing the farther Deſigns of 
France there, and in the End took 
the Town and Caſtle of Huy. | 
The King returned on November 
9, and on the 22d that excellent 
Prelate, Dr. Tillot/on, Axchbiſhop 
of Canterbury, died in the 65th- 
Year of his Age. He was ex- 
ceedingly beloved by both their 
Majeſties, who nominated Dr. Ten- 
niſon, Biſhop of Lincoln, to ſucceed 
On December 28, Queen Mary 


died of the Small-Pox, to the inex- 


preſſible Grief of the King and the 
Nation. Her Death was condoled 
in Addreſſes from both Houſes of 
Parliament, and by the Princeſs 
Anne her Siſter, in a' moſt pa- 
thetick Letter to the King, The 


| Princeſs had had the Misfortune 


to fall under the Queen's Diſplea- 
ſure, but on this Occaſion à Re- 
C0 4 conciliation 
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ciliation a Court was effected. 
Queen Mary, though perhaps not 
quite ſo perfect as her Panegyriſts 
make her, was certainly an ex- 
cellent Woman, if we confider her 
undiſſembled Piety, her extenſive 
Charity, and all thoſe other amia- 
dle Virtyes which adorn the Sex. 
For conjugal Affrction and Duty, 
ſhe was a rare Example, the Will 
of the King her Huſband being, 
as 1t were, her governing Principle, 
Her Regard for the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, and the Liberties of the 
02 made her think it neceſſa- 
fy, and conſequently lawful and 
juſtifiable, to fill the yacant Throne 
of her. Father, She was Kin 
Janes eldęſt Daughter, and died 
in the 33d Year of her Age, hav- 
ng reigned near fix Years joint- 
y with the King her Huſband, 
On March g, ſhe was moſt ſolemnly 
and magnificently jotexred in Heu- 
1 VIIth's Chapel. e 
In the Beginning of the Vear 
16555 the Parliament made a ſtrict 
nquiry into ſeveral Abuſes and 
Cotruptions, They began with 
the Agents of Regiments, and af- 
ereral were examined, Mr. 
the Tower, far refuſing to anſwer 
to the ene demanded by the 
Houſe of Commons; And with 
fegard to his Brother, Mr. Eduard 
Fauncefort, they reſolyed, That for 
contriving to cheat Colonel Haft- 
ing Regiment of 500 Guineas, 
and for giving a Bribe to obtain 
the Eing's Boqnty, he be taken 
into Cuſtody ; Alſo, that Mr Heu- 
ty Guy, a Member of the Houſe, 
tor taking a Bribe of 200 Gyineas, 
s committed Priſoner tothe Taws- 
er. They then fell upon the Con- 
traJors for cloathing the Army, 
particularly Mr. James Craggr, 
and Mr. Richard Harnage ; and or- 
2 Wa 2 Bill be brought 
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er 
es Pauncefort was committed to 


In, to oblige Mr. Edward Paunte. 
brt to diſcover how he diſpoſed 
of the Monies paid into his Hand 
relating to the Army, and for 
puniſhing him in caſe he ſhould 
not wee ſuch Diſcovery ;' and 
that Mr, Tracy Pauncefort, Mr. 
Craggs, and Mr, Harnage, be in. 
clydedin the ſaid Bill. The Commiſ. 
ſionets for licenſing and regulating 
Hackney-Coaches andStage-Coache: 
next came under Cenſure, for hav: 
ing, by receiving Bribes, and other 
undue Means, acted corruptly and 
arbitrarily: And his Majeſty was 
addreſſed to remove three of them, 

who were 3 removed. 
But the Affair of the Ea. India 
Company, and of the Bill for ſatis. 
fying the Debt due to the Orphans 
of London, made the greateſt Noiſe. 
For forwarding this Bill, ſeveral 
large Sums were given to Members 
of Parliament; and the ſame by the 
Governors of the Eaft-[ndia Com- 
pany, for obtaining a New-Charter, 
and an Act of Parliament to confirn! 
it, in Qppoſition to a new Company 
that was going to be erected. A 
Committee was therefore appointed 
to inſpect the Books of the ſaid Com- 
any, and alſo thoſe of the Cham- 
erlain of London; and the Com- 
mons reſolved, That Sir Jahn Trevor, 
their Speaker, receiving a Gratuit) 
of 1000 Guineas from the City of 
London, after paſſing of the 07. 
phans- Hill, was puilty of a high 
Crime and Miſdemeanor, Upon 
this he thought fit to abſent him- 
ſelf, and the Commons choſe Paul 
Foley Eſq; Speaker in his room, 
and expelled their old Speaker, 
who was alſo Maſter of the Rolls, 
Mr. Hungerford, Chairman of the 
Committee for the ſaid Bill, for 
receiving 20 Guineas on the ſame 
Account, was alſo expelled the 
Houſe. On March 26, the Com- 
tons. ordered, That Sir 7 3 
Le. 


* 
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Cock, a Member, having refuſed 
to give an * Account of the Money 
of the Eaff-india Company by him 
diſtributed, 'be' committed to the 
Towwer, and a Bill be brought in to 


oblige him to give ſuch Account. 


But this was dropt, and a Bill 
paſſed to indemnify him upon 
making a due Diſcovery. * Here- 
upon he delivered in Writing, to a 


Committee of both Houſes, an Ac- g 


count of the Diſpoſal of large 
Sums to different Perſons. But 
his Diſcovery not being deemed 
fatisfatary, a Bill paſſed both 


Houſes, and received the Royal 


Aſſent, for impriſoning Sir Thomas 
Cook, Sir Bafel Firebraſs, Charles 
Bates, Eſq; and Fames Craggs, and 
for reſtraining them from alienating 
their Eſtates, And the Commons 
drew up Articles of Impeachment 
againſt the Duke of Leeds, Preſi- 
dent of the Council, for contracting 
and agreeing with the Merchants 
trading to the Eaſt-Indies, or their 
Agents, for 5500 Guineas, to procure 
them a Charter of Confirmation, and 
a Charter of Regulation, or by his 
Agents and Servants, with his Privity 
and Conſert. But Monſ. Robart, 
his Grace's Servant, who received 
the Money of Mr, Bates, going off, 
it never came to a Trial. 

In this Seſſion alſo, the bad State 
of the Silver-Coin was firſt taken 
into Conſideration, which by Clip- 
ping and Adulterating had been 
teduced near Half in Value, to the 


great Detriment of Trade, and Em- 


barraſment of the Public Revenue; 
The Remedying of this Grievance 
was not perfected till the next Par- 
liament, when all the Silver-Money 


Vas ordered to be called in and 


re- coined, and the Loſs to be borne 
by the Publick. This gave Riſe 
to Exchequer-Bills, or Paper Mo- 
ney, which were no ſooner ſet on 


foot, but the ſcandalous Practice 
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of falſe Indorſement began, fox 
which Mr. Charles Duncomb and Mr. 
Knight were expelled the Houle, 
and committed to the Tower, and 
Mr. Burton to Neaugate. Bills were 
ordered to be brought in to puniſh 
them, which paſſed the Commons, 
but were thrown out by the Lords, 
who being equally divided upon 
Duncemò's Bill, the Duke of Leeds: 
ave the caſting Vote for rejecting 
it. He was Receiver-General of 
the Exciſe, and reckoned worth 
400, ocol. and it was thought that 
his Money, more than his Inno- 
cence, brought him off. However, 
of this there could be no Proof. 
The Vear 1695 was glorious to 
King William and the Allies by the 
Reduction of Namur. Marſhal Bouf- 
fers having thrown himſelf into it 
with a ſtrong Reinforcement, the 
Garriſon then - conſiſted of near 
15,000 Men, and they were fur- 
niſhed with Proviſions for ſeveral 
Months, Yet King William havin 
laid Siege to it, the Beginning 0 
July, carried it on with ſuch Vigour 
and good Conduct, even in the 
Sight of a numerous French Army, 
under Marſhal Villeroy, who had ad- 
vanced to relieve it, that the Town 
ſurrendered on Auguſ 6, N. S. and 
the Caſtle in leſs than a Month 
after. 
The Engliſb Fleet, under Lord 
Berkeley, ſpread Terror this Sum- 
mer along the Coaſts of France, 
bombarded St. Maloe, and ſome 
other Towns: And in Return, Yil- 
leroy, by the French King's Order, 
bombarded Bruſſels. 
His! Majeſty, who at his De- 
parture had appointed Lords- 
Juſtices to govern the Kingdom 'in 
his Abſence, ' immediately on his 
Return, by Proclamation, diſſolved 
his ſecond Parliament, and a new 
one met on Nowember 22, in which, 
. enn 1 OE +1 : on 
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on January 12, beſides the Act for 
remedying the ill State of the Coin, 
the King gave his Aﬀent to one, 
for regulating Trials in Caſes of Trea- 
en, and Miſpriſion of Treaſon ; of 
great Benefit to the Liberties of 
the Subject: Whereby, among other 
Things, the Perſon accuſed was to 
have a Copy of his Indictment, to 
be allowed Counſel, and not to be 
convicted but by two Witneſſes. 
A double Plot was about this 
Time diſcovered, to aſſaſſinate the 
King, and invade the Kingdom. 
Many of the late King Fames's 
Emiſſaries came over from France, 
and held Conſultations with Papiſts 
and Facobites here, how to murder 
King William; and after ' ſeveral 
Debates on the Time, Place, and 
Manner, of putting their horrid 
Deſign in Execution, they at laſt 
reed to aſſaſſinate his Majeſty in 
his Coach, on ſome Day in Febru- 
ary, 1695-6, in a Lane between 
| Brentford and Turnbam- Green, as 
he returned from Hunting. But 
happily the whole Plot was diſ- 
covered, by Mr. Pendergraſs, the 
very Night before it was to be ex- 
ecuted, which was confirmed by 
Mr. de la Rue, another of the 
Plotters, and afterwards by Captain 


Porter, and others of them, who 


came in upon the Proclamation 
for ee the Conſpira- 
tors. At the ſame Time there 
was to be an Invaſion from France, 
for which Purpoſe King James 
was come to Calais, and the 
Troops, Artillery, and Stores, were 
immediately ordered to be em- 
barked; but by the News of the 
Aſſaſſination Plot having miſcar- 
ried, and the ſpeedy ſending of a 
formidable Fleet under Admiral 
Ruſſel, this other Part of the De- 
fſign was fruſtrated ; and Calais was 
not long after bombarded by the 
Engliſh. The King, on February 21, 
acquainted the Parliament with the 


For havin 
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Diſcovery of the Plot; upon wh; 
both Houſes addreſſed bis Mae. 
to congratulate him on his happy 
Preſervation: And the Houſe of 
Commons drew up and. ſubſcribed 
an Aſſociation, to ſtand by one 
another in the Defence - of his Ma. 
jeſty's ſacred Perſon and Govern- 
ment, againſt the late King Fames 
and all his Adherents. The Lords 
alſo agreed to the ſame Aſſocia. 
tion, and the Example of the two 
Houſes was followed by all the 
Corporations in the Kingdom. Some 
of the Conſpirators fled in- Time 
beyond Sea; and of thoſe who 
were apprehended, Charneek, King, 
and Keys, were executed on March 
18; Sir John Friend, and Sir Wil. 
liam Perkins, on April 3, follow. 
ing, 1696; and Brigadier Rook- 
wood, Major Lowick, and Mr, 
Cranbourn, on the 29th. One of 
the Conſpirators was baniſhed, and 
ſome were impriſoned by Act of 
Parliament. Sir John Fenwick was 
apprehended ſome Time after, 
particularly for that Part of the 
Plot relating to the Invaſion. His 
Caſe was ſomewhat remarkable: 
ſpirited away one of 
the two Witneſſes againſt him, 
and endeavoured. to do the ſame 
by Captain Porter, the other Wit- 
neſs, who had a Penſion from King 
William, he was beheaded on an 
Act of Attainder, January 25, 
1696-7. The Bill againſt him was 
carried by no very conſiderable 
Majority in either Houſe; a great 
many, both of the Lords and 
Commons, being averſe to ſuch 
extraordinary Ways of Proceed - 
ing. 

Before his Majeſty went abroad 
in 1695, he appointed the great 
Officers of State for the Time be- 
ing, with other Lords and Gentle- 
men, among whom the great Mr. 
Locke, ſo well known to the learn- 


ed World, was one, to be Com- 
miſſioners 
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miſſioners ſor Trade and Plantati- for ſome Time, on October 20, with 


ons. This was the firſt Commiſſi- 
on of the Kind, and is ſtill kept on 

OO0t. | e 5 
4 'The Campaign paſſed in Flanders 
this Year without any Action. Both 
Armies ſuffered equally for want of 
Pay, and ſpent the Time in obſerv- 
ing each other, and endeavouring to 
poſſeſs themſelves of the moſt con- 
venient Places for their Subſiſtence. 
And indeed France, as well as Eng- 
land and Holland, began to be weary 
of the War, and to entertain ſeri- 
ous Thoughts of Peace : For which 
ſome Overtures were already made 
on the Part of the French King. In 
the mean Time, the Duke of Savey 
was drawn' in to make a ſeparate 
Peace with France.  _. 

The Beginning of the Year 169, 
Sir John Sommers, who had been for 
ſome Time Lord-Keeper, was made 
Lord-Chancellor, as alſo Lord Som- 
mers Baron of Eveſham; and Ed- 
ward. Ruſſel, Eſq; the famous Ad- 
miral, was created Earl of Orford. 
The French, to bring down the 


| Demands of Spain, beſieged and 


took Aetb in Flanders this Year, as 
alſo the City of Barcelona in Spain; 
the King of England and the States- 


General, who had in a Manner 


borne the whole Burden of the War, 
ſeeming to connive at theſe Con- 


2 to bring Spain the more rea- 


ily to accept the Offers of France, 


eſpecially as they knew theſe Places 


muſt be reſtored by the Peace: The 


Treaty for which went on but flow-. 


ly, at Ry/ewick, a Place belonging 
to King William, between the Hague 
and Delf? ; but at laſt, by his Ma- 
jeſty's Addreſs, and the Mediation 
of the King of Saveden, it was hap. 
pily concluded and ſigned there by 
the Engliſh, Spaniſh, and Dutch Ple- 
nipotentiaries, with thoſe of France, 
on September 10, and by the Miniſ- 
ters of the Emperor, who ſtood out 


as much Advantage to the Allies as 
could reaſonably” be expected. It 
was about this Time, that the Czar 
of Mu/ſcovy, who had a Mind to viſit 
foreign Countries for the Improve- 
ment of his own Dominions, had 
an Interview with King William in 
Holland, and afterwards followed 
him into England. ke 
When the Parliament met, De- 
cember 3, the King told them in his 
Speech, that, conſidering the Cir- 
cumſtances of Affairs abroad, it was 
his Opinion, that Eagland could 
not be ſafe without a Land-Force : 
Which Clauſe the Commons did 
not like, as if it were deſigned to 
recommend a Standing Army in 
Time of Peace. And ſo after long 
Debates they reſolved,” That all the 
Land- Forces, raiſed ſince September 
29, 1680, ſhould be paid and diſ- 
banded. Yet, to ſhew their Aﬀec- 
tion to his Majeſty, they reſolved, 
on December 20, That 700,000. per 


Annum be granted to him for the 


Support of the Civil-Liſt. And 
about three Weeks after, the Royal 
Aſſent was given to an Act againf 
correſponding with the late King James, 
or his Adberents. : 
The Parliament continued ſitting 
till Judy 5, 1698, and then was pro- 
rogued, and two Days after difloly- 
ed. In this Seſſion the new Zaf- 
India Company was eſtabliſhed, the 
Merchants having agreed to advance 
2, ooo, ooo l. to the Government, at 
8 per Cent. The old Company of- 
fered to raiſe 700, oool. at 4 per Cent. 
hut this was rejected; though they 
were afterwards continued a Corpo- 
poration, and the two Companies 
nit.. n 
On Judy 20, the King went over 
to Holland, and about a Month after 
the Treaty of Partition was con- 
cluded between England, France and 
the States, concerning the 8 
e 2 0 
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of the Spaniſh Dominions, in caſe 
the King of Spain, who was now 
d and in à very had State of Health, 
Mould die without Iflve, By this 
Treaty, ſo much to the Prejudice 
of King Wilkam's Reputation, the 
Kingdoms of Naples and Sicily, a 
reat many other Places, and par- 
ticularly thoſe on the French Side 
of the Pyrenes, were to be given to 
the Dauphin of France; Spain, the 
Fndies and Low-Countries, to the 
Electoral Prince of Bavaria; and 
the Duchy of Milan, to the Arch- 
duke Charles, the Emperor's ſecond 
Son, The Beginning of the Yeur 
17, a ſecond Treaty was concluded, 
on Occaſion of the Death of the 
Electoral Prince of Bavaria, whoſe 
Share was now aſſigued to the Arch- 
duke Charles ; and the Duke of Lor- 
ain, whoſe Country was to be given 
to France, was to have the Duch 
of Milan. King Wilkam's Debgn 
3n this Treaty was, doubtleſs, to 
prevent a War; but he was only 
amuſed by the French King, who, 
though be propoſed it, had at the 
fame Time another Deſign in View, 
and made uſe of this Treaty to bring 
it about: For the Spaxiards being 
enraged at having their Monarchy 
thus diſmembered without their 
Conſent, Lewis XIV. by his In- 
trigues at the Court of Madrid, un- 
der pretence of preſerving the Spa- 
#iſþ Monarchy entire, brought the 
King of Spain to fign a Will, mak- 
ing Phil Duke of Anjou, Lewis's 
Grandſon, his univerſal Heir. 
To return to the Year 1698. On 
December 6, the new Parliament met, 
in which, though the King expreſſed 
his Deſire of having a — Body 
of Land- Forces kept up, yet the 
Commons xeſolved, That all the 
Land- Forces, exceeding 7000 for 
England, and 12,000 for Ireland 
(all his Majeſty's natural born Sub- 
jects) ſhould be forthwith paid and 
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diſbanded. This made the King 
very uneaſy, bat when he ſaw the 
Parliament in earneſt, he complied 
with a good Grace. He would fain 
have Kept his Dach Guards that 
came over with him at firſt ; but not 
being able to move the Parliament, 
he with much Complaiſance ſubmit- 
ted, and ſent them away: Which 
gave great Satis faction to his Peo- 


* | 

In Fupe, 1699, the King went over 
to Holland, and returned in O40. 
ber. The Parliament met on Aj. 
vember i6, and in this Seſſion were 
great Debates about the /ig for- 


feited Eſtates, reſuming the Grants 


which the King had made of feve- 
ral of them to his Miniſters and Fa. 
vourites, and applying all to the 
Uſe of the Publick. The Com- 
mons, in April 1700, to carry their 
Point, tacked the Bilf of Reſunpticn 
to the Land- Jaæ Bill; which occa- 
ſioned great Heats between the two 
Houſes, the Lords making Amend- 
ments, which the Commons would 
not agree to; when the King fezr- 
ing the Conſequences, ſent a private 
Meſſage to the Lords to pals the 
Bill without any Amendments, and 
on April 11 prorogued the Farlia- 
ment: Inimediately after which, he 
took the Great-Seal from Lord Son- 
mers, and gave it to Sir Nathan 
Wright, with the Title of Lord- 


r= 
he King went over again to 
Holland in July, this Year; and 
on the 29th, died that hopeful 
young Prince the Duke of _ 
ter, Son to their Royal Highneſſes 
the Prince and Princeſs of Dexmart, 
being about 10 Years old. The 
King was very fond of him, and 
had appointed the Earl of Marlbs- 
reugh his Governor, and the Biſhop 
of Saliſbury his Preceptor. 

The King of Spain dying mow 
the End of this Year, the Duke © 


Anus 
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Hajou was declared King of Spain 
by the French King his Grandfather. 
And the French, at the ſame Time, 
over- running the Spaniſh Netherlands, 
both King William and the State, 
were obliged to own the Duke of 
Anjou's Title, in order to gain Time, 
till they were in a Condition to op- 
poſe the Deſigns of Fraxce. . 

His Majeſty, ſoon after his Re- 
turn, diffolved the Parliament, and 
at the ſame Time, to pleaſe thoſs 
now diſtinguiſhed by the Name of 
the Church-Party, made ſome Alte- 
rations in his Miniſtry 5 having fr 
called up to the Houſe of Lords 
Charles Montague, Eſꝗ; (who was 
Chancellor of the Zxcheguer when 
the great Affair of the Coin was 
regulated, chiefly by his Skill and 
Addreſs) by the Title of Lord Hub 
lifax. 15 
The new Parliament meeting in 
February, 1700-1, the Commons 
choſe Robert Harky, Eſq; their 
Speaker. The King in his Speech, 
on the Death of the Duke of Glou- 
eter, having recommended to them 
a farther Proviſion for the Succeſſion 
in the Proteſtant Line, after him 
and the Princeſs, both Houſes came 
Into it; and on June rz, +701, his 
Majeſty paſſed the famous Act jor 
the further Limitation of the Crown, 
and better ſecuring the Rights and Li- 
berties of the Subzeds ; whereby the 
Crown was farther limited to the 
Princeſs Sophia Electoreſs-Dowager 
of Hanover, and her Proteftant 
Heirs, She was Grandaughter of 
King James I. by his Daughter £Z1;- 
_ 24:15, Queen of Bohemia, and 
=_ Grandmother to his late Majeſty 
25 King George II. . 
{ Both Houſes had cenſured the 
Partition Treaty, and the Commons 
went ſo far as to impeach of high 

Crimes and Miſdemeanors the Earl 
of Portland, the chief Manager of 
that Treaty, and the Earl of Orford, 
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and the Lords Semmers and Halifax, 
as the Adviſers of it. The Peers, 
where the Court-Party prevailed, 
were for favouring the four Lords; 
and after long Debates, Meſſages 
and Conferences, about the Time 
and Manner of their Trial, whicts 
occaſioned a great Breach between 
the two Houſes, the Lords of them- 
ſelves appointed a Day for the Trial 
of Lords Sommers and Orford, againſi 
whom Artrcles had been exhibited, 
and the Commons not appearing, 


acquitted them; and at the fame 
Time, June 24, diſmiffed the Im- 


peachments againſt the Lords Port- 
land and Halifax, and the old one 
againſt the Duke of Zed. The 
ſame Day, the King, to put an End 
to thefe Difſentions, prorogued the 
Parliament. | = 

His Majeſty went again to Hal. 
land in Fuly, where he made a Speech 


in the 1 of the States, on the 
Poſture of Affairs in Furese, whick 
had a Effekt. e Exglis 


Nation was now divided into Far- 
ties, for and againſt a War, the old 
and new Miniftry, and the Houſe of 
Commons {which had occafioned 
the famous Teniſß Petition, and 
Legion Letter, in which laſt the 
Commons were treated with great 
Scarrility, and even Menaces.) Bur 
the Death of the late King James, 
on Seprember 8, at St. Germain a, and 
the French King's declaring there- 
upon the pretended Prince of Vale: 
King of theſe Realms, gave a. new 
Turn to People's Minds, and. made 
them all unite in a firm: Adherence 
to his Majeſty, and the utmoſt Ab- 
horrence of this Indignity put upon 
7 75 and the Nation by the French 
ing, 

His Majeſty returned about the 
End of October, and having diſſolv- 
ed the Parliament, called another to. 
meet on December 30. The Com- 
mons again choſe Mr. Harley their 

| Speaker, 


J. 
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Speaker, and the King made a moſt 
excellent Speech to both Houſes on 
the preſent Poſture of Affairs, the 


late inſolent Step of the French King, 


the Dangers that threatened Europe, 
by his placing his Grandſon on the 
Throne of Spain, and the Alliances 


he had made for obviating thoſe 


Dangers; to which both Houſes re- 
turned the moſt ſatis factory Ad- 
dreſſes. And ſoon after the Com- 
mons addreſſed his Majeſty, that it 


might be an Article in the ſeveral 


Treaties of Alliance, That no Peace 


ſhould be made with France, till his 


Majefly and the Nation have Repara- 
tion for the Indignity offered by the 


French King in declaring the pretend- 


ed Prince of Wales King of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland. They then 
voted 40,000 Land-Forces, and as 
many for the Sea-Service. | 


In the midſt of theſe vigorous 


Reſolutions, the King, who had 
been declining in his. Health for 
ſome Time, on February 21, 1701-2, 
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fell from his Horſe, as he was hunt. 
ing, and broke his right Collar- 
Bone; which, joined with his for. 
mer Indiſpofition, held him in ; 
languiſhing State till the 8th of 


March, when, with great Compof. 


edneſs and Reſignation, he expired. 


During his Illneſs, the Royal Af. 
ſent was given by Commiſſion to an 
Act for attainting the pretended Prin; 
of Wales of Higb-Treaſon; and 2. 


nother for the further Security of his 


li 


o 


S———— 


Majeſty's Perſon, and the Succeſſun 
of the Crown in the Proveftan 
Line, &C. 

Thus died the heroick King 
William III. in the 52d Year of 
his Age, having reigned 13 Years 
threeWeeks and two Days: A Prince, 
perhaps, of as few Faults, and 23 
many excellent Qualities, as any of 
his Predeceſſors; and, without 
Doubt, an-illuſtrious Inſtrument, in 
the Hand of Providence, for reſcu- 
ing theſe Nations from Popery and 
arbitrary Power. 
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HE Princeſs Anne of Den- 
mark, ſecond Daughter of 
James II. ſucceeding to 
the Crown by Virtue of the Ad of 
Settlement made in King William's 
Reign, was accordingly proclaimed 
Queen on March 8, 1701-2, a few 
Hours after the ſaid King's Death, 
having firſt, in her Speech to- the 
Privy-Council, declared her. Opi- 
nion of the Importance of carrying 
on the Preparations that had been 
begun for oppoſing the great Power 
of France. | | 

The Parliament, which uſed to 
be diſſolved on the Death of the 
'Sovereign, continuing to exiſt by 
an ACt paſled in the late Reign, 
both Houſes immediately aſſem- 
bled, and the Lords on the gth, and 
Commons on the 10th, preſented 
their Addreſſes of Condolence for 
the Death of the King, and Con- 
gratulation for her Majeſty's happy 
Acceſſion, EY 

The next Day the Queen made 
a Speech to both Houſes, telling 


. 
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Mind, that too much could not be 


Friendſhip, and her Reſolution to 
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them, ſhe could not too much la- 
ment her Unhappineſs in ſucceed- 
ing to the Crown immediately after 
the Loſs of a King, who was the 
po" Support not only of theſe 

ingdoms, but of all Europe, be- 


ing ſenſible of the Weight and Dif- 


ficulty it brought upon her: And 
ſhe was glad to find them of her 


done for the Encouragement of her 


Allies to reduce the exorbitant Pow - | 


er of France. | 

A few Days after, her Majeſty de- 
clared the Earl of Marlborough Cap- 
tain-General of all her Forces; 
wrote a Letter to the States-General, 
to aſſure them of her inviolable 


maintain the Alliances made with 
them, and to proſecute the Plan 
her Predeceſſor had begun; and 
ſent the ſaid Earl her Ambaſſador 
extraordinary, the more effeQually 
to aſſure them of it, and to concert 
Meaſures with them. 
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The Commons having voted her 
Majeſty the ſame Revenue for Life, 
which King William had enjoyed, 
ſhe came to the Parliament on 


„„ . 
© Grandſon, and placing the Arch. 

duke Charles, the Emperor Leupal, 

ſecond Son, on the Throne of Spain, 


whom the Allies now acknowledpe 


March 39, 1702, thanked them for as King, in . N to the Duke 
0 E. And 


it, and generouſly told them, ſhe 


would give 100,020/. of it for 
the publick Service of the preſent 
Year. e 

On April 12, the Corpſe of the 
late King was interred in the ſame 
Vault with King Charles II. and 
the late Queen * On the 23d 
her Majeſty was crownedi And 


about the ſame Time, an Order 


of Council was made, directing 
the Princeſs Sophia to be publickly 
prayed for. | 

The Miniſtry at this Time was 
made up of both Parties, Tories or 
High-Church, and Whigs or thoſe 
of a moderate Spirit, who. were 
the trueſt Friends to King #liam. 
He had admitted the former in 
order to gain them; and though 
he made a few Removes at the Be- 
ginning of his laſt Parliament, yet 
tome of the Tories were kept in fill ; 
and Queen Axe, who always lean- 
ed to the High-Party, had increaſ- 
ed their Number. And now, when 
it was debated in-Council, whether 
England ſhould enter into the War 
as Principals, or only as Auxilia- 
nes, the Tories, with the Earl of 
Rocheſter, the Queen's Uncle by the 
Mother's Side, at their Head, were 
for the latter; and the I higs, the 
chief of whom were the Dukes of 
Somerſet and Devonſhire, were for 
the former; and the Earls of Marl. 
borough and Pembroke, joining with 
them, brought the Malo dry of the 
Council to their Opinion: And ſo, 
on May 4, War was declared againſt 
France and Spain. The Deſign was 
10 reſtore the Balance of Zurope, 
by taking the Spa»; Dominions 
out of the Hands of the French 
King, which he had ſeized for his 


of Aol. this was the Scope 
of the Grand Alliance, which King 
William had been forming with the 
Emperor and the States-General, 
to which ' acceded the Kings of 
Portugal and Pruſſia, the Duke of 
S250, and ſeveral other Powers, 
Two Days after the War was 
declared, the Lord Godolphin was 
conſtituted Lord High-Treaſurer: 
And about the ſame Time her Ma- 
jeſty appointed Prince George of 
Denmark, her Royal Conſort, Lord 
High-Admiral, and Sir George Rol 
Vice-Admiral of England. 

The Parliament of Scotland met 
on June 9, being the very Conven- 
tion- Parliament which had been 


continued through all King /. 


liam's Reign. Duke Hamilton and 
others proteſted againſt its being at 
this Time a legal Parliament; but 
they continued to ſit notwithſtand- 
ing, and the Queen adhered to them 
in Oppoſition co Duke Hamillun 
and his Party. _ 

On Fuly 2, the Parliament of 
England was diſſolved, which of 


Courſe would have expired, by the 


AQ, fix Months after the King's 
Death. | 

We are now entering upon 2 
War, the moft glorious to Ex- 
land and her Allies, if we con- 
ſider their almoſt uninterrupted 
Succeſſes for the ſeveral Years it 
laſted, that ever was known. The 
Confederates began with the Siege 
of Key/er/avaert, a ſtrong Town on 
the Rhine, which the Elector of 
Cologne had put into the Hand: 
of the French; and notwithſtand- 
ing all their Efforts to keep it, 
the Allies carried it, and the Place 


ſurrendered to them about the Be- 
| | ginning 
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on marching out two Days after. 
In the mean Time, the French 
revailed in the Low-Countries: 
ut the States General having 
given the Command of their For- 


ces. to the Earl of Marlborough; he 


aſſembled the Confederate Troops 
the Beginning of July, and marched 


after the Enemy, who every where 


retired before him, till at laſt they 
entirely abandoned the Spaniſße 
Guelderland, He could not brin 

them to an Engagement, but too 

Venlo, September 25, Ruremond, Oe- 
zober 6, and Stebenſeuaert, about the 
ſame Time; and Liege ſurrendered 


| to the Allies about the End of that 


Month. | =D, 
Sir George Rook, with the com- 


bined Engliſh and Dutch Fleet, 


and the Duke of Ormond, who 
commanded the Land Forces, made 


an Attempt upon Cadiz, in Au- 


gf, which unluckily miſcarried; 
but this was in fſome Meaſure com- 
penſated by the brave Action at 
Vigo, in Ocober; where, whilſt the 
Duke of Ormond made himfelf 
Maſter of the Forts and Batteries, 


| Admiral Hop/or, with a Detachment 


of the Fleet broke through a very 
ſtrong Boom, and burnt, funk, or 
took the. Spaniſh Galleons, with 


| the French Men of War that con- 


voyed them, in all, to the Num- 
ber of about 38 Sail. oy 

In the Vest. Indies, the brave 
Admiral Bembow, engaging with 


Du Cafes Squadron, was in a fair 


Way of deſtroying it, if he had 
not been baſely deſerted by fome 


W of nis Captains. He had his Leg 


broke to Pieces by a Chain Shot, 


and yet continued to encourage his 


Men, and died of his Wounds 
ſome Time after. Two of | his 
Captains, Kirby and Wade, being 


tried and condemned at Jamaica, 


bor Cowardice and Breach of Or- 


ders, were defervedly ſhot on their 


* 


gioving of June, the French Sarri- 


the two ſucceeding N | 
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Return to Phncutb, without being 
ſuffered to ſet Foot on Shore. 
At home, the new Parliament 
met on OXeober 20, for which the 
Ele&ions had generally gone in 


favour of thofe called the Tory or 


High- Church Party: The Com- 


mons laboured hard for a Bill 
to prevent Occafional Conformity; 


which was defigned to exclude all 
Diſſenters from Places of Profit or 


Truſt, for which ſome of them 


would qualify themſelves by receiv- 
ing the Sacrament once at Church. 
The Bill paſſed the Commons, but 


the Lords made ſuch Amendments * 


to it, that it was atlength dropped; 
The Commons paſfed it again 17 

a 
it was as often thrown out by the 
Lords. 


On December io, the Queen ac- 


enge the Commons, by a Meſ- 


age, that ſhe had conferred the, 
Title of Dake upon the Earl of 


Marlborough, for his eminent Ser- 
vices, and aſſigned him 5000/.. 4 
Year ont of the Revenues of the 
Poſt-Office during her Life; de- 
firing they would perpetttate it to 


him and his Poſterity. But this 


they did not think fit to do. 

The Marqueſs of Normanby was 
about the ſame Time made Duke 
of Buckingham, And within this 


Year died, that famons Politician © 


the Earl of Sunderland; Aubity de 
Vere, the laſt Earl of Oxford of 
that Family, and the firſt Earl of 
England; and Sir Marmaduke Langs 
dale, Lord Langdale of Holme, ons 
of King Charles Iſt's Generals. 

A Clauſe was added to a Bill 
by the Lords, and paſſed into 4 
Law; making it High-Treafon for 
any one to endeavour to deprive of 
hinder the next Succeſſof, aecord- 
ing to the Acts, from ſacceede 


ing after her Majeſty : By which 
the Hanover Succeſſion was. fuftheft + 


ſecured, though it paſſed, the Com- 
D d c ons 
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mons by a Majority of but one 


Voice. | | 
The ill Treatment of the Settle- 
ment at Darien, and the long 


Continuance of the Convention- 


Parliament, had thrown the Scorch 
Nation into a violent Ferment, and 
very much ſtrengthened the Part 
_ againſt the Revolution. The Dif. 
contents ran ſo high, that the 
© Queen thought fit to diſſolve the 
Parliament, and to call a new one, 
which met on May 6, 1703; but 
they refuſed to grant any Supply, 
both in this Seſſion and the next, 


till they had got an Act of Securi- 


ty paſſed, in which it was pro- 
vided, that in Default of Iſſue by 
the Queen, the ſame Perſon ſhould 


not be King or Queen both of 


England and Scotland, unleſs the 
_ Honour, and Sovereignty of Scot- 


land, the Freedom of Parliaments, 


the Religion, Liberty and Trade 


of the Nation, be ſecured from 
En Hp or any foreign Influence. 

T e Duke of Marlborough opened 
the Campaign of 1703 with the 
Siege of Bonne, belonging to 
the Elector of Cologne, and took 
it in a few Days: Then marching 
into the Low-Conntries, where the 
French ſtood upon the Defenfive 
within their Lines, he made him- 


ſelf Maſter of Huy; and 22 


it impoſſible to bring the Marſhafs 
Pillercy and Beufflers to an En- 


gagement, he finiſhed the Cam- 


50 En with the Reduction of Lim- 
Sou. ; . = ' 

In the mean Time the French 
were preatly ſuperior in Germany 
and 7raly, In the latter the Duke 


of Savey was in Danger of bein 


driven out of his Dominions, ha 
he not been fortunately joined by 


Count Staremberg. In the former, 
the Duke of Bavaria having de- 
clared for France, and taken Ulm 
the laſt Vear, this Vear made him- 
ſelf Maſter of Ratiſbon and Aug /- 
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bourg ; and being joined by Marſ 
Fillers, puſhed his 1 
ſuch Rapidity, that the whole Em. 
pire was in great Danger; whilf 
Count Tallard made himſelf Maſter 
of Old Briſac, and retook Landau, 
after having defeated the German; 
in the Battle of Spire. 

In November was the moſt terri. 
ble Storm. of Wind that ever was 
known in England, which beginnin 
about Midnight, on the 26th, = 
continuing ſome Hours, did incre. 
dible Damage both by Sea and 
Land, and many Lives were loſt: 
Among the reſt, the Biſhop of Bath 
and Wells and his Lady were both 
killed in their Beds. This ſurpriz- 


ing Tempeſt is, not without Canſe, 


ſtill known by the Name of the 
reat Storm. I | 
The Archduke Charles, now 
acknowledged King of Spain by 
the Allies, having firſt viſited the 
Hague, arrived in England about 
the End of the Year, where he 
was royally entertained by the 
Queen and. Prince George at Wind- 
for; and after a few Days ſailed 
with the combined Fleet for Poru- 
al, where he arrived with the 
Englih and Dutch Auxiliaries, to- 
wards the End of February. 
The Year 1704 began with 
ſome Changes in the Miniſtry, in 
favour of thoſe called Whigs or 
Low-Church : Particularly, Robert 
Harley, Eſq; was made Secretary 
of State in the room of the Earl 
of Nottingham, and Henry St. Jahn, 
Eſq; . Secretary of War; politick, 
intriguing Men, but both then ge- 
nerally deemed Whigs. 
The Empire being in the utmoſ 
Danger from the Junction of the 
French and Bawarians, the Duke 
of Marlborough formed a Scheme 
for its Deliverance, which wa 
approved by the Queen; and the 
Dutch, upon his Grace's Rept 


ſentations, came into it. In Put 
| ſuance 


— ſyance of this Scheme, the Duke 
N marched with a ſurprizing Expe- 
ill dition towards the Danube, and 
ſler haying drove the Enemy from the 
1 important Poſt at Schellenberg, and 
3 taken Donawert, paſſed that River; 
and joining Prince Eugene, theſe two 
* conſummate Generals, on Auguſt 2, 
Bag attacked the grand Army of French 
* and Bavarians, at Blenbeim near 
. Hochftet, and gave them a moſt hg-, 
_ nal Defeat. Upwards of 30 Squa- 
and drons of French were puſhed into 
of » che Danube, of whom the greateſt 
5405 Part periſhed. Count Tallard, ſe- 
oth veral of his 85 eral Officers, near 
hed 1200 other Officers, and 13, ooo 
nfs common Soldiers, were made Pri- 
- the ners; beſides which the Enemy's 
a Loſs was reckoned to be above 
now eo, oo. This great Victory coſt 
, by a": Allies 4000: Men killed, and 
the ooo wounded ;, after, which they 
bout etook Lu, Landau, and Traerbach; 
e he nd all Bavaria ſubmitted to the 
the Conquerors. Count Tallard was 
7:14. rought over to England, and ſent 
"les own to Nottingham, where he re- 
„n. ined ſome Years. The Queen 
\ the ttled the Manor of Yoodfock upon 
to. e Duke of Marlborough, where 
| enbein-Houſe' was magnificently 
with <td for him at her Majeſty's 
„. in barge, as a Monument of this 
4 r borious Day. 1 
Leben Gibraltar was taken this Year by 
ctary ur George Rooke, who ſoon after en- 
Fall aged the French Fleet near Malaga, 
Juln, ach doubtful Succeſs. The French 
liel. d Spaniards beſieged Gibraltar the 
WA xt Year; but the Prince of Heſſe 
"Y Anta, who commanded there, 
mot Ml ad Sir John Leake, the Engliſh Ad- 
f the ral, obliged them to raiſe the 
Duke ege, after they had been before it 
. ar fix Monts. | 
Among the Men of Note who died 
d the is Year, was the famous John 
zepte. dete, Eſq; mentioned in the laſt 
To er,, Author of the Ehen upon 
wa: "a" Order landing, kee. 
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The Emperor Leopold died in April, 
1705, 8 ſucceeded by the 


d Emperor Fo/eph, his eldeſt Son. 


This Year there were ſome far- 
ther Alterations at Court in favour . 
of the Whigs. The Duke of New-. 
caſtle was made Lord Privy-Seal 
in the room of the Duke of Buck- 
ingham: And ſome Time after, 
William Cowper, Eſq; was made 
Lord-Keeper in the room of Sir 
Nathan Wright, He was afterwards 
created a Peer, and had the Title 
of Lord-Chancellor. The Parlia- 
ment was diſſolved on April ; and 
there were great Conteſts at ths' 
Elections for a new one, between 
High- Church and Loco - Church, | 
though they went generally in fas 
vour of the latter. 1 

The Duke of Marlborough march 
ed towards the Maſelle, and deſign- 
ed to begin the Campaign with the 
Siege of Saar-Louis : But the Slow- 
neſs of the Germans in joining him 
forced him to lay by his Proje& on 
that Side. So he marched back in 
all Haſte into the Low-Countries, 
where he arrived Time enough to 
ſave the Citadel of Liege, which the 
French had inveſted ; after which 
he recovered Huy, forced the French 
Lines on the Maez/e, and would have 
attacked the Enemy in their Camp 
at Parck, had not the Peputies df 
the States been againſt it. When 
the Campaign was over, he went 
to Vienna. whete the Emperor gave 
him the Lordſhip of Mindelbeim in 
Suabia, and erected it into a Prin- 
cipality; whereby his Grace ob- 
tained the Title of Prince of Min- 
delkeim. | 

Things were badly managed ih 
Portugal laſt Year, This ' Year the 
Confederates under the Earl of 
Galway had ſome Succeſs, though 
not equal to what was expeCted.  _ 
The main Thing was King 
Charles's Succeſs in Catalonia: The 
Confederate Land and Sea Forces, 

Dd 2 | under 


70 
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uhder the Earl of Peterborough, and 
Sir Cloud/ley Shovel, made themſelves 
Maſters of Barcelona, chiefly by the* 


. Indefatigable Conſtancy, Valour 


and Courage of that Nobleman: 
In Conſequence of which, all Ca- 


talonia became ſubje& to King 
Charles: And almoſt the whole 
Kingdom of Valencia ſubmitted to 
him ſoon after. | 
The new Parliament met, October 
25. In this Seſſion were great De- 
bates about the Danger of 
Church, which had been the Cry 
in King W:lliam's Reign, and was 
now induſtriouſly revived, under the 
Queen's Whig Miniſtry, by the 
Oppoſite Party. But it was voted, 
at the Church was not in Danger. 
An Act was paſſed for farther 
. ſecuring the Proteſtant Succeſſion, 
whereby it was made High-Treaſon 
for any Privy Counſellor to neg- 
le& or refuſe to proclaim the Suc- 
ceſſor, according to the Acts, upon 
the Queen's Demiſe. And Lords- 
Juſtices were appointed by the ſame 
Act for continuing the Government 
in the Name of the Succeſſor, till 
ſhe or he · ſnould arrive in the King- 
N | 
. Catharine Queen-Dowager, Wi- 
dow of King Charles II. died on, 
December 20, at Liſhon, This Year 
alſo put an End to the Life of the 
famous Titus Oates,  _ | 
On May 12, 1706, being Sunday, 
the Duke of Marlborough and M. 
@ Auverquerque totally:routed, with 
a dreadful Slaughter, the French 
Army under the Duke of Bavaria 
and Marſhal Villeroy, in the famous 
Battle of Ramillzes; the Conſe- 
quence of which glorious Victo 
was the Reduction of almoſt all the 
| Spank ; Netherlands by the End of 
the Campaign, the greateſt Part of 
the Towns ſubmitting upon the firſt 
Approach of the Conquerors. As 
a char Reward of the Duke's Seeg 
Services, his Titles were continue 
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of the 


riving with a Body of Troops 


all was loſt a 
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to his Poſterity by Act of Parlia. 
ment, ſettling them on his Daush. 
ters, according to their Seniority, 
and their Heirs Male; and the 
go,. per Ann. out of the Pope. 
Office was made perpetual. 

In 7rafy, the Allies were no lef 
ſucceſsful. The Dake of Savoy had 
been reduced to the utmoſt Extre. 
mity, and his Capital City Tyrix 
was this Year beſieged by the 
French. But Prince Eugene, after 2 
moſt difficult and ſurpriſing March, 
having joined him, they defeated 
the Enemy in a memorable Battle, 
September 7, N. S. and forced them 
to raiſe the Siege. After which 
they took Town after Town in the 
Milangſe, till the French were obliged 
to evacuate it, and at laſt to aban- 
don all their Conqueſts in ah. 

Bareelona was this Year blocked 
up by Sea, with the French Fleet 
under the. Count de Thoulou/e, whilſt 
King Philip and M. 4e Te befieged 
it by Land. But Sir John Leal 
with the Erg/ifs Fleet, having ob- 
liged the French Admiral to retire 
with Precipitation, and the Earl of 
Peterborough, at the ſame Time, ar- 


he had got together, the Eneny 
were obliged entirely to quit their 
Deſign. ' | 

The Marqueſs, das Minas and the 
Earl of Galway, after having taken 


ſeveral Places, advanced as fat a5 17 
Madrid, which ſubmitted to King En 
Charles, and he was proclame the 
there. But either through a Mil wh 
underſtanding between the Gene- 2 m 
rals, or King Charles's Indolenct que 
in delaying to come and join them, Alli 


ain. King Phil" 

Army under te Duke o Berwic 
becoming ſuperior to the Allies 
they. were obliged to retire from 
Madrid with as much Haſte as the 
came thither. , _ 
This Year was remarkable 
n on AV Move for col 
beginning, and the ne pleat 
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; leating the Union of the two 


ingdoms of England and Scotland. 
Purſuant to Ads paſſed in both 
Nations, 'the Queen appointed 31 
Commiſſioners for England and as 
many for Scotland, to treat upon 


this important Affair; who, after 
above 40 Meetings at the Cockpzz, 


on July 22, ſigned the If; Obs 
of Union agreed upon, which were 
approved by the Queen. The Pro- 


jet met with great Oppoſition in 


Scotland, and occaſtoned ſuch Tu- 
mults as ſeemed to threaten an In- 
ſurrection, the People thinking they 


were going to loſe their ancient be- 


loved Independency. However, the 
Parliament of that Kingdom, by a 
Majority, ratified the Articles of 
Union, on January 16, 1706-7 ; as 
did afterwards the Majority of both 
Houſes in England, and the AQ re- 
ceived the Royal Aſſent on March 6. 
By theſe Articles, the two King- 
doms were, on May 1, 1707, and 
for ever after, united into one, by 
the Name of Great-Britain, to be 
repreſented by one and the ſame 
Parliament, The reſpective Church 
Governments, Epiſcopal in England, 
and Preſbyterian in Scotland, were 


ſecured by the Acts of Ratification 


of the reſpective Parliaments, The 
Proteſtant Succeſſion to the united 
Kingdoms was likewiſe eſtabliſhed 


by the Articles. 


Fortune ſeemed at a Stand in 
1707, or rather to declare for the 
Enemy. The Earl of Galway loſt 
the Battle of Almanza in Spain, in 
which he too haſtily engaged againſt 
2 much greater Force; the Conſe- 
quence of which was fatal to the 
Allies. Marſhal Villars made him- 
ſelf Maſter of the German Lines at 
Biebl and Stolboffen, and would have 
proceeded farther, if the Elector of 
Hanover, with the Imperial Forces, 
had not ſtopped his — In 
the Netherlands, the Duke of Marl. 
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. borough could not bajngy the Duke 
of Yendoſme to an Engagement, 
and both Sides only preſerved what 
they had at the Beginning of the 
Campaign. The Deſign upon Tau- 
leon, carried on by the Duke of 
Savoy and Prince Eugene, with the 


Aſſiſtance of the Confederate Fleet 


under Sir Cloudfley Shovel, unhap- 
pily miſcarried; though they fu- 
riouſly bombarded the Town both 
by Sea and Land, before they re- 
tired. Sir Cloudſley, in his Return 
from this Expedition, was loſt with 
three of his beſt Ships, on the Rocks 
near Scilly. | | 


The firſt Parliament of Great- 
Britain met on October 23, without 


any new Election for England; 
and on December 23, both Houſes, 
in an Addreſs, declared their Opi- 
nion, That no Peace could be honou- 
rable or ſafe, if Spain, the Weſt-In- 
dies, or any Part of the Spaniſh Mo- 
narchy, be ſuffered to remain under the 
Peaver of the Houſe of Bourbon: To 
which the Queen, in her Anſwer, 
agreed. | 

The Beginning of 1708, Mr. 
Gregg, a Clerk in Mr. Secretary 
Harley's Office, was executed as a 
Trai:or, for correſponding with the 
Enemy. This Affair made a great 
Noiſe, and many expected he wo 
have made ſome Di covery ; by 


Wn + 


the Paper he delivered to the 8 
he took all the Guilt on himſelf” 


About the ſame Time, Mr. Harley 
reſigned his Office, as did Mr. St. 
John, and. Sir Simon Harcourt, At- 
torney-General. 

The French King, provoked at 


the late Attempz upon Toulon, - 


thought fit to retaliate by carrying 
the War into Great-Britain. Ac- 
cordingly, the Pretender (now called 
the Chevalier de St. George) em- 
barked on board the French Fleet, 
with a Body of Troops, for Scot- 


land. But upon the timely Ap- 
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_ 
roach of Sir George Fyng, with 
the Bree Fleet, 145 — the 
beſt of their Way back to Dunkirk. 
The JIE Succeſs of this 
Year's Campaign, made Amends 
for the Diſaſters of the laſt. It is 
true, the French were before-hand 
with the Allies, and having ſur- 
prized Ghent and Bruges, inveſted 
udenards on July 9. But Prince 
Eugene, and the Duke of Marl- 
borough, coming up with them two 
Days after, a bloody Battle enſued, 
in which the French were totally 
routed. 5 | 
After this, Prince Eugene ſat 
down before Liſæ, Auguft 13, N. S. 
the Duke covering the Siege with 
the reſt of the Army. This was 
an arduous Undertaking, but car- 
ried on with ſuch Vigour and Con- 
duct, that the Town ſurrendered 
on October 23, and the Citadel on 
December 10. What facilitated its 
Reduction, was the famous Battle 
of Vynendale, wherein General 
Webb, with a much inferior Force, 
ot the Victory over Count ae la 
; who endeavoured to intercept 
a Convoy coming for the Relief of 
the, Allied Army before Liſſe. 
Ghent and Bruges were ſoon after 
= recovered. Ys 
ir John Leake took Cagliari, the 
aii of Sardinia, upon which 
whole Iſland ſubmitted : And 
afterwards, by the Aſſiſtance of a 
Body of Land Forces under General 
Stanhope,' he reduced Pori-Mabon 
and the whole Iſland of Minorca. 
Whilſt Succeſs thus attended our 
Arms abroad, we were afflicted with 
a melancholy Loſs at home, in the 
Death of Prince George of Denmark, 
who was carried off by an Aſthma 
and Dropſy, October 28, at Ken/ing- 
ion. He was a Prince of great Juſ- 
. tice and Humanity, an hearty 
Friend to the Revolution, and zea- 
Touſly attached to the Proteſtant and 
te”, 5 5 
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Britiſh Intereſt, He lived in ths 
moſt perfect Harmony and Affection 
with his Royal Conſort the Queen, 
who was inconſolable for bis Death. 
Sir George Rooke, the famous Admi. 
ral, died alfo this Year. * 
A new Parliament, the ſecond 
of Great-Britain, met on Noventer 
16, which was opened by Comm. 
ſion, on Occaſion of her Majeſty's 
late great Loſs. 
In the Beginning of the Year 
1709, the French King made ome 
Overtures of Peace. In Conſe. 
quence of which, a Treaty was 
begun at the Hague, and 40 Preli- 
minary Articles were agreed upon; 
but as by one of them, King Phil 
was to quit the Spani/5 Dominions, 
this being not at all reliſhed by the 
French Court, the Treaty came to 
nothing. ny 

The Peace being thus broke of, 
both Armies took the Field. The 
French kept in their Intrenchments, 
and the Allies took Tournay, both 
Town and Citadel. Soon after 
was fought the Battle of Blaregnic, 
or Malplaguet, The French were 
poſted in a Wood, trebly intrench- 
ed, and ſtrongly barricadoed ; and 
yet the Duke of Marlborough at- 
tacked them, and after having been 
ſeveral Times repulſed, drove them 
from their Intrenchments, and 
2 a compleat Victory, chief) 
y the Bravery of the EI 
headed by General Withers, the 
Earl of Orkney, the Duke of Al., 
and other young Noblemen. But 
the French fought with ſuch Fury, 
that the Victory coſt the Allies near 
13,000 Men. After this they in- 
veſted Mons, which ſurrendered upon 
honourable Terms. 

Whilſt the Duke was thus pur- 
ſuing his Conqueſts in Flanders, ! 
Party was ſecretly forming againſt 
him at home, chiefly by Mr. _— 
ley, and Mr. St, John, Mr. my 


— Mn, a, np wy 1 n 


. 


* 
** 
* * 
Pr 
* * 

A 
9 
5 F 
2 

: 

1 
». 

2 0 

978 
22 

3 - 

* 

12 
1 
52 5 
LS, 
9 
"oo 
7 a4 
= 
5 
5 
I 
4 5 205 
. M 
A* 
10 
* * 
"he 
Anh 
7 
oh 
3 
3 
9 
3 My 
2 
6 5 
1 
Tod 
a; 
$ 72 
Af 
N * 
7 70 
5 
3 
8 
3 
—_ 
T 
Fo 8 
5 
2 
4 
* 
=Y 
. 
* 
8 
2% 
3 
$. 
8 
4 
3: 
4 — 
7 
9 
i 
by 
2 
ni 
. 
"hy 
2 
<A 


1 


A N 


the had been a Whig. and came of a 
ion Diſſenting Family; but being an 
on, | artful, inſinuating Man, had by 
th, Means of Mrs. Hill, afterwards: 


= Mm, private Acceſs to the 
WS Queen; and both by their Intrigues 
WT firſt gave her Majeſty an ill Opi- 


ond 

r nion of the Whigs, and of the 
mi. great Power, at Court, of the Duke 
ty's and Ducheſs of Marlborough and 


weir Friends, and then prejudiced 
her againft the Management and 
Continuance of the War. Mrs 
Maſam was a Relation of the 
= Ducheſs, and had by her been intro- 


reli» RW duced into the Queen's Service; and 
don; che by Mr. Harley's Inſtructions had 
Vile ſo infinuated herſelf into her Ma- 
ons, ieſty's Favour, that ſhe wholly in- 
the groſſed the Royal Ear, and ſupplant- 
e to ed her Benefactreſs: Which paved 


the Way for Mr. Harley and his Aſ- 
ſociates to undermine the Duke and 
his Friends, in order to ſet up them- 
ſelves. Towards which the follow- 
ing Circumſtance contributed not a 


after little. 8 
gui, e On VNevember 5, Dr. Sachewverel 
were preached his furious Sermon againſt 
ench- the Whigs, before the Lord- Mayor, 
, and ir Samuel Garrard, at St. Paul's, 
þ at- which he printed under the odd 
been ritle of The Perils of falſe Brethren 
them % in Church and State, In this 
and ermon he ſtrenuouſly afferts the 
hiely igh Notions of Hereditary Right, 
ingliſp WF allive-Obedience, and Non-Re- 
„ the iſtance; gives an odious Turn to 
%.. he Revolution, the Proteſtant Suc- 
But eon, the Union, and the Tole- 
Fury, ation granted to Piſſenters; and 
s near nfnuates the Church to be in Dan- 
ey in- er under the preſent Adminiſtra- 
| upon on. It is impoſſible to expreſs. 
bat a Ferment this raiſed in the 
; pur- lation. He was impeached by 
teri, 4 ie Commons of High Crimes and 
zoaink WMiſdemeanors, had a ſolemn Trial 
. Har- fore the Lords, from February 27, 
Harly 2 709-10, to March 10; and was 
bai laſt ſentenced not to preach for 


„ FR” 


three Years, and nis Sermon to be 
burnt by the common Hangman, 
But the Enemies of the Miniſtry 
had fo repreſented the Church to 
be ſtruck at through his Sides, that 
as he went to and from Vefminſter- 
Hall, the ſeveral Days of his Trial, 
he was attended by vaſt Multitudes 
of the lower Sort of People, who 
abuſed all that would not pull off 
their Hats to him, and cry out for 
the Church; and proceeded fo far 
as to demoliſh ſeveral Meeting- 
Houſes, and make Bonfires of the 
Materials, with loud Huzzas, of 
High Church and Sachewerel. In 
ſhort, he was repreſented as the 
great Patron of the Church, and as 
perſecuted for its Sake; and the 
ueen” herſelf ſeemed to be not 
a little affected by it. If Mr. Harley 
and his Confederates were not at 
the Bottom of this, they certainly 
made their Advantage of it, to 
bring about the Change they were 
aiming at. Queen Anne was, doubt-, 
leſs, a good and well-meaning Prin- 
ceſs, but had high Notions of the 
Church. Whilſt Prince George, who 
was of moderate Principles, lived, 
the Whigs got the Aſcendant; but 
now by artfully applying to the 
Queen's Paſſion for the Church, 
ſhe ſoon became the eaſy Property. . 
of the Tories, or rather of thoſe ++ 
who wanted to rule by the Tories, 
ſince they could not rule by the 
. Whigs. But it was ſome Time 
before they brought their Matters 
to bear. | | 
The French King, in the Begin- 
ning of 1710, made freſh Offers 
of Peace, which produced the 
Treaty at Gertruydenburg ; but this, 
like the former, was only deſigned 
to amuſe and divide the Allies. It 
was ſpun out till Fuly, and then 
broke off, the Franck expecting 
more advantageous Terms from 
the Change of the Miniſtry in 
Eugland, which they foreſaw would 
d 4 | ſoon 
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ſpon happen, In the mean Time 
the Confederates, under the Duke 
of Marlborough and Prince Eugene 
took Douay, Bethune, St. Fenant, 


and Aire. - 
In Spain, King Charles, with 


General Stanbope, having defeated 


King P-ilip in the Battles of A- 
menara and Saragoſſa, made his 
triumphant Entry into Madrid; 
ut was ſoon obliged to retire from 
thence, his Rival becoming ſupe- 
rior by freſh Re-inforcements. Af- 
ter this, eight En2/i/b Battalions 
and as many Squadrons were at- 
tacked in Briukega, and made Pri- 
ſoners of War; which was follow- 


ed by an obſtinate Fight near Fil- 


avicio/a, in which Count Starem- 
berg was woyſted. Eds. 

| Theſe isfortunes were no bad 
News to the Enemies of the Mini- 
fi in Znzland, where were now 
1I:gh-Church Addreſſes in abun- 
dance, which prevailed over' the 


Whig Addreſſes, owing chiefly to 
the Spirit which Sachevere] had 


raiſed,” And now the Earl of Sun- 
aerland, Son-in-Law to the Duke 
of Marlborongb, was removed from 

is Office. of Secretary of State. 


The Earl of. Gogo!/phin, whoſe Son 


had married the Duke's eldeſt 
Daughter, ſoon followed, being 
Umiſſed from his Poft of Lord 


bo Teatr Mr. Harley was 
made a Commiſſioner of the Trea- 


ſury; Mr. St. John, Secretary of 


State, in the room of Mr. Boyle ; 


Sir Simon Harcourt, Lord-Keeper, 


in the room of Lord-Chancellor 
Cowper ; and the Earl of Rocheſter, 
Preftdent of the Council. All theſe 
Alterations were in fayour of the 
Tories, and were ſoon followed 
by others; and, finally, in favour 
of them the Parliament was diſſolyed 
ih September. 


Before theſe Changes, upon tha 


Death of Lord Chief- Juftice He, 
Eir Toomas Parker, « famous Mana- 


another Way. After this, he be 


ger againſt Dr. Sache verel, wa 
made Lord Chief - Juſtice of the 
Queen : Bench; but not without 
ſome Difficulty. | 
The Tories now carried all be. 


fore them in the EleQiong : Hyg. 
Church and Sachewverel did the By. 
ſineſs. The new Parliament met 
on November 25, with an Houſe of 
Commons entirely devoted to the 
new Miniſters. 
The Marqueſs de Guiſcard, 2 
French Papiſt, being ſeized for 
High-Treaſon, and Drought before 
a Committee of Council, appeared 
like a Madman, and advancing to 
Mr. Harley, ſtabbed him with a 
Penknife in the Breaſt, He after. 
wards died in Newgate of the 
Wounds and Bruiſes he received 
in the Scuffle ; but Mr. Harly re- 
covered. Es t 
The Emperor Jeſeph died in 
April 1711, and Charles III. of 
Spain, his Brother, was choſen Em- 
peror in October, by the Name of 
Charles VI. ; | 
Mr. Harley introduced and per. 
fected his Project for ſatisfying the 
publick- Debts, by incorporating 
a Company to trade to the 9. 
Seas: And in May, he was created 
Earl of Oxford and Earl Meriine, 
and conſtituted Lord High-Trez 
ſurer. Mr, St. Jobn was afterwards 
created Viſcount Bolingbroke, and 
the Lord-Keeper Harcourt made 3 
Peer and Lord-Chancellor. 
The Duke of Marlborough, not 
yet laid aſide, ſurprized the Frentb 
Lines near 4rleux, having firſt by 
Stratagem drawn off the Eneny 
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ſieged and took Bouchain. 

The Miniſtry being now bent 
upon a Peace almoſt on any Terms 
Ar. Prior was ſent privately int 
France, and M. Meſnager came 0 
to England, and figned {ome pu 
minary Articles. Bolingbrokt ** 
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* afterwards to France, to pro- and Marchienne; after which they 


ſecute what Prior had begun. 
The Parliament meeting in De- 
cember, the Commons fell in en- 
tirely with the Miniſtry'; but the 
Houſe of Lords being not likely to 
do ſo, twelve new Peers were crea- 
ted at once to make a Majority. 
And in this Seſſion the Qqafional 
Conformity-Bill' was paſſed under a 
new Title, N 

The Duke of Marlborough not 


| likely to chime in with the Mini- 


ſters, was firſt induſtriouſly de- 
famed, as if he wanted to conti- 
nue the War for his own Advantage, 
and then attacked in Parliament 
upon ſome frivolous Pretences, 
which they made nothing of. 
However, this gave the Queen a 


Handle to remove him on December 


30, and he was ſucceeded in the 
Command of the Forces by the 
Duke of Ormond, who was entirely 
diſpoſed to comply with the paci- 
fick Schemes of the Miniſters. As 
to the Duke of Marlborough, he 
obtained Leave to go abroad; and 
ſo left the Kingdom, and returned 
no more untill the Day the Queen 
died. | 1 oF 

The Conferences for negotiating 
a Peace, began at Urrecht, Fanuary 
29, 1711-12. But it was a great 
while before any Thing could -be 
agreed upon, 

In the mean Time the Cam- 
paign was opened, and Prince 
Eugene had a fair Opportunity of 
attacking the Enemy with Advan- 
tage. But how was he ſurpriſed, 
when the Duke of Ormond told 
him, he had Orders not to act 
offenſively! And ſoon after he 
propoſed to the Prince a Ceſſation 
of Arms, which not being agreed 
to, he marched off with the Brizi/ 
Troops, left the Prince to carry 
on the Siege of Landrecy alone, 
and gave the French an Gpportu- 
nity to take Montagne, St. Amand, 


on March 31, 1713, 
the 


retook Douay, Bouchaen, and  Queſ- 
noy, which laſt Prince Zugene had 
reduced a little before. | 

In Nowember, Duke Hamilton and 
Lord Mohun, upon ſome private 
Quarrel, fought a Duel, and both 
loſt their Lives. Great Endeavours 
were uſed by ſome to make this a 
Party Affair. TE e de 
Richard Cromævell, once Lord- 
Protector, and Son of the great 
Oliver, died this Year; as did alſo 
the Earl of Godolphin, late Lord 
Treaſurer. oned Un Fe 

The Peace was fi at Utrecht, 
by all but 
the Miniſters of ) 
did not come in till a Year after. 
Though Dunkirk was to be demo- 
liſhed, and the Engliſb had Gibraltar, 
and Port-Mahon, by this Treaty, 
and there were ſome other 


Things in jt; yet Philip was left 


in the peaceable Poſſeſſion of the 
Crown of Spain, to diſpoſſeſs him 
of which, and ſo to reſtore the 
Balance of Power, was the chie 
Ground of the War. os 
The Parliament having conti- 
nued almoſt its three Years, was 
diſſolved on Auguſt 8, and a new 
one met in February following, 
which was not quite ſo Fr 
to the Miniſters as the former; 
though they paſſed the Schifm-B1ll, 
deſigned to ſuppreſs the Schools 
of the Diſſenters, which received 
the Royal Aſſent on Tune 25. 


This Bill ſeems to have been 


puſhed on by Bolingbroke, and 


not by the Lord-Treaſurer. 'The 


Princeſs Sophia, Ducheſs-Dowager 


of Hanover, died ſuddenly, at a great 


Age, a little before : By which the 
Right of Succeſſion to the Britiſb 
Crown devolved upon the Elector 

her Son. 
After the Peace, there was no- 
thing but Quarrels and Contentions 
among the Miniſters, Bolingbroke 
was 


mperor, who 
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was for _undermining the Treaſu- 
rer, as not enduring t6 be ſecond 
in the Adminiſtration; and to gra- 
tify his Ambition, was for puſhing 
Matters to Extremity againſt the 
Whigs; and was even ſuſpected of 
Deſigns againſt the Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſion; and in favour of the Pre- 
tender; whilſt the Parliament, it 
muſt. be owned, took all proper 
Meaſures againſt the latter, and in 
favour of the former. They were 
alſo loud againſt the Treaty of 
Commerce with Spain, ſuppoſed 
to be made under Bo/lingbroke's Ma- 
nagement, and as it ſtood, to be 
very prejudicial to the Trade of 


as it was judged, the Queen pro- 
rogued the Parliament, on - rok 

The Caſe of the poor — Wt 
was now alſp the Subject of much 
Clamour. They had owned King 
Charles, and we had taken them 
for our Allies; but now they were 
left to the Mercy of Kin Philip. 
Barcelona' was beſieged 3 him, 
and, after a vigorous Reſiſtance, 


was after the Queen's Death. 
Her Majeſty had been in a very 
ene State for ſome Time, 
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the Nation. So that to ſave him, 


forced to ſubmit in September; which 
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and the Animoſity between the 
Treaſurer and Secretary, which 
broke out into a Flame upon the 
Riſing of the Parliament, was 
thought to , haſten her End. 
However, the latter prevailed, and 
the White-Staff was taken from the 
Earl of Oxford, This  occafioned 
the Dukes of Somerſet and Jrgyl: 
to come. into. the Council, who 
were followed by other Privy-Coun. 
ſellors, Friends to the Hanover 
Succeſſion; which gave a Turn to 
that Board, and by their Advice 


the Queen gave the White. Staff to 


the Duke 5 Shrewſbury. She had 
fallen into Fits before, which took 
away her Senſes, but was now 
come to herſelf. However, ſhe 
ſoon relapſed, and on the firſt of 
Auguſt, 1714, expired, in the fif- 
tieth Year of her Age, and thir- 
teenth of her Reign. She was 
undoubtedly a moſt virtuous, juſt, 


and pious Princeſs; but having 


no ill Deſigns herſelf, was eaſily 
led by her Favourites. The great- 
eſt Part of her Reign was glort- 
ous, and the Whole might have 
been ſo, if ſhe had not been abuſed 


by thoſe whom ſhe favoured with 


her Confidence. 
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GEORGE I. 


: HE Proteſtant Succeſſion 
in the Houſe of Hanover 
had been ſo firmly eſtabliſn- 
ed by ſeveral Acts of Parliament, 
that, notwithſtanding the late En- 
eavours of ſome to ſet it aſide, in 
favour of the Pretender, it happily 
took place immediately' upon the 
Death' of Queen Anne, age I, 
1714 ; all Oppoſition fell, and King 
George had an eaſy and peaceable 
Acceſſion to the Throne. He was 
the eldeſt Son of Erneſtus Auguſtus, 
Duke, afterwards Elector, of Brin. 
wick-Lunenburg (or Hanover) by the 
late Princeſs Sophia, Daughter of 
Frederick EleQor Palatine and Kin 
of Bohemia, and of Elizabeth, elde 
Daughter of King James I. He was 
born 'on May 28, 1660, and ſuc- 
ceèded his Father as Elector of 
Brunſwick-Lunenburg in 1698. 
By an Act of Parliament in the 
laſt Reign, the Adminiſtration of 
the Government, after the Queen's 


* 


Demiſe, till the Arrival of the Sue- 
ceſſor, was veſted in Lords Juſtices. 
Thoſe expreſsly appointed by the 
Act were, the Archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury, and the great Officers of 
State for the Time being. Theſe 
now were Dr. Tenniſon Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury, Simon Lord Harcourt 
Lord Chancellor, John Sheffield Duke 
of Buckinghamſhire Lord Preſident, 
Charles Talbot Duke of Shrewſbury 
Lord High-Treaſurer, Will:am Legg 
Earl of | ber Lord Privy-Seal, 
Thomas Wentworth Earl of Strafford 
Firſt Lord Commiſſioner of the Ad- 
miralty, and Sir Thomas Parker Lord 
Chief Juſtice of the King's Bench. 
Befides theſe, the Succeſſor was im- 
powered by the ſame Act to add 
what other Regents he-pleaſed, by 
three Inſtruments, one to be de- 
poſited with the A of 
Canterbury, another with the Lord- 
Chancellor, and the third with the 
Hanover Reſident, which were 2 

c 


412 
be opened on the Queen's Death. 


Accordingly, the aged Archbiſhop, * 


as foon as he heard that her Ma- 
jeſty had expired, immmediately re- 


| * wy to Court, where he had not 
e 


en for ſome Time, and, with bis 


two Collegues, produced the Inſtru- 
ments, wherein the following Lords 
had been nominated by his Electo- 
ral Highneſs, wiz. the Dukes of 
Shrewſbury, Somerſet, Bolton, Devon- 
Hire, Lens, Argyle, Montroſe, and 
Raxburgh ; the Earls of Pembroke, 
Angleſea, Carliſke, Nottingham, Ab- 
bingdon, Scarborough, and Orford; 
Lord Viſcount Townſhend, Lord Ha- 
Efax, and Lord Cowper. | 

The Regency thus fixed, the 
Form of a Proclamation was or- 
dered by the Lords of the Council, 
for proclaiming the High and Mighty 
Prince Georce, Fledler Brunſ- 
wick-Lunenburg, King of Great- 
Britain, France ad Ireland; which 
was accordingly performed the ſame 
Day, with the uſual Solemnity, 
in the Cities of Loxdon and Weſt- 
minſier, and as ſoon as poflible 
all over Eagland. His Majeſty was 
Jikewiſe proclaimed at Edinburgh, 
on Auguſ 5, and at Dublin the next 
Day. \ A N 3 ; 

When the Queen was paſt all 
Hopes of Recovery, July 31, Mr. 


Craggs was diſpatched to Hanower 


with the News ; and the next Day, 


Baron Bothmar, the Hanover Reſi- 
dent, ſent M. Godz#ke his Secretary, 
with Advice that ſhe was actually 
dead, and that his Majefty had 
deen joyfully proclaimed. The 
Lords Juſtices alſo appointed the 
Earl of Dorſet to carry the King 
the News of his Acceſſion, and 
to wait on him in his Journey to 
England. They ſoon after ap- 
pointed Fo/eph Addiſon, Eſq; their 
Secretary, and ordered the Poſt- 
Maſter to fend to him all the 
Letters and Packets directed to the 


GEORGE 1. 


Queen's 


as follows: 


Secretaries of State; whereby the 
entire Management of Affairs was 
taken out of the Hands of the Lord 
Viſcount Bolingbroke. 

The Duke of Marlborougbs Re. 
turn to Ezg/and, on the Day of the 
eath, has been already 
hinted. He had been here ſome 
Days ſooner, had he not been de- 
tained at Offend by contrary Winds, 
His Arrival gave great Joy to all 
the Friends of the Proteftant Suc. 
ceſſion. 8 

The Parliament being continued 
after the Queen's Demiſe, purſuant 
to the Act for regulating the Suc- | 
ceſſion, met in the Afternoon of the 
Day ſhe died, though it was Sun- 
day ; and four Days after, the Lord 
Chancellor, in the Name of his 
Brethren the Lords Juſtices, made 


a Speech to both Houſes, ſuitable 


to the preſent Occaſion. Both Lords 
and Commons immediately agreed 
upon Addreſſes of Condolence for 
the Death of the Queen, and Con- 
gratulation for his Majeſty's happy 
Acceſſion, promiſing to ſupport his 
undoubted Right, to the Imperial 
Crown of theſe Realms, againſt the 


Pretender, and all other Perſons what- 


ſoever; and deſiring his ſpeedy Pre- 
ſence among them. Theſe Addreſſes 
were tranſmitted to his Majeſty by 
their Excellencies the Lords Juf- 
tices, and received moſt affectionate 
Anſwers. That to the Lords was 
& take this firſt 
« Opportunity to return you my 
«© hearty Thanks for your Addreſs, 
* and the Aſſurances you have 
„ given me therein. The Zeal 
„ and Unanimity you have ſhewn 
« upon my Acceſſion to the Crown, 
«© are great Encouragements to me, 


„„ and I ſhall always eſteem the 


«© Continuance of them as one of 


ce the greateſt Bleſſings of my Reign. 
«© No one can be more truly fenti- 


ble than I am of the Loſs ſuſ. 
N « tained 


. <4 © yy we 


— þ w 


E 


rr 
„ v w 


1 


— 
d 


1 GEORGE L 413 


ee tained by the Death of the late 
4% Queen, whoſe extraordinary Pi- 


40 _ and Virtues ſo much endear- 
N 


her to her People, and for 


« 'whoſe Memory I ſhall always 


« have a particular Regard. My 


, bet Endeavours ſhall never be 
„ wanting to repair this Loſs. to 


c the Nation. I will make it my 
«« conſtant Care to preſerve your 
„ Religion, Laws and Liberties 
« jinviolable, and to advance the 
« Honour and Proſperity of my 
„ Kingdoms. I am haſtening to 
„ you, according to your Deſire, 
«© ſo affectionately expreſſed in 
« your Addreſs,” 'The Anſwer to 
the Commons was much to the ſame 
Effect. K ig dan! 

Mr. Craggs arrived at Hanover, 
Auguſt 5, in the Morning ; and the 
ſame Night, and next — 
ſeveral other | Expreſſes arrived, 
with the certain News of the 
Queen's Death, and of his Ma- 
jeſty's having been proclaimed with- 
out the leaſt Oppoſition. *' The 
King received the News with great 
Serenity and Evenneſs of Mind, 
and diſpatched Mr. Craggs with 
Letters to the Lords Juſtices, which 
he arrived with on the 13th. And 
the ſame Day their Excellencies 


went to the Houſe of Lords, and 


acquainted the Parliament  there- 
with. Upon which both Houſes 
reſolved upon an Addreſs of 
Thanks to his - Majeſty, for the 
Satisfaction he expreſſed in the 
Lojalty and Affection of his Sub- 
jects. 1 95657 GST 
The Parliament having finiſhed 
the Buſineſs that was before them, 
the Lords Juſtices came to the 
Houſe on the 21ſt, and [havin 

| je hy . to the Bill 
or the Support of his Majeſty's Houſ-. 
hold and the 3 of = CR 


and the other Bills, defired the 
Houſes to adjourn to the 25th; 


when, by his Majeſty's Command, 
they were prorogued to September 23. 

On Auguff 28, Mr. Murray arriv- 
ed Expreſs from Hanover, with ſe- 
veral Orders for the Lords Juſtices 
and Council, particularly one for 
removing the Viſcount 1 e 
from his Poſt of Secretary of State; 
which was done on the 31ſt, not 
without ſome Marks of Diſpleaſure, 
the Dukes of Shrewſdary aud Somer- 
fet, and the Lord Conper, three of 
the Lords Regents, taking the Seals 
from him, and locking and ſealing 
up all the Doors of his Office, The 
Lord Viſcount Towrſhexd. was: foom 
after appointed to ſucceed him. 

The King having entruſted the 
Adminiftration of his Gernus Do- 
minions to his Brother Prince E- 
zeſt and a Council, and made all 
the neceſſary Preparations for his 
Journey, on the laſt Day of Anguf 
ſet out from Herenbauſiax, with the 
Prince Royal his Son. On Septem- 
ber 5, he arrived at the Hagut, where 
he was complimented on his Acceſ- 
fon by a ſolemn Deputation from 
the States, and by all the foreign 
Miniſters. On the 46th, he em- 
barked for England, under the Con- 
voy of a Squadron of Britiſb and 
Datch Men of War, commanded by 
the Lord Berkeley, and arrived the 
next Day at the Hope. On the rSth,. 
he landed with the Prince at Greex- 
aich, where they were attended by 
the Lords of the Regency, Officers- 
of State, and avaſt Number of the 
Nobility and Gentry. Many were 
honoured with particular Marks of 


and-the next Day his Grace was 
removed from his Office of Cap 
tain General, which was conferred 
on the Duke of Marlborough. On 


the 2oth, his Majeſty and the 
Prince, attended by above 20 


Coaches 


Reſpect; but the Duke of Ora 
and others concerned in che late 
Meaſures were but coldly received, 
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Coaches-and-Shx of the Nobilit 
and Gentry; made their public 
Entry through the City to Sr. James 's, 
in the moſt grand and magnificent 
Manner, amidſt innumerable Crouds 
of People, and the loudeſt Acela- 
mations of [op. 1225 
His Majeſty, in his Declaration 
to the Privy- Council, two Days 
after, expreſſed his firm Purpoſe to 
do all that was in his Power for the 
Supporting and maintaining the Churches 
of England and Scotland, as they 
ewere ſeverally by Law eftabliſhed, 
which he was of Opinion might be 
effetually done, without the leaſt im- 
pairing the Toleration allowed by Law 


' #o Proteſtant Diſſenters, /o agreeable 


to Chriftian Charity, and fo neceſſary 
zo the Trade and Riches of this King- 
dom. | 

The Prince Royal was now de- 
Tlared Prince of Wales, and ſeveral 
Changes were made in the Miniſtry, 
which were ſoon followed by others, 
and ran moſtly in favour of the 
Whigs. I ſhall mention only 
ſome of the chief. Lord Cowper, 
afterwards Earl Coauper, was again 
made Lord-Chancellor ; the Earl of 
Wharton, Lord Privy-Seal ; the Earl 


of Nottingham, who had oppoſed. 


the Meaſures of the late Miniſtry, 
Preſident of the Council; the Earl 


- of Sunderland, Lord Lieutenant of 


Ireland; the Duke of Dewonſhire, 
Lord Steward of the Houſhold ; 
James Stanhope, Eſq; the General, 
and the Duke of Montroſe, Secreta- 
ries of State, the former in the room 
of Wilkam Bromley, Eſq; and the 
latter in the room of the Earl of 


Mar; the Duke of Somerſet, Maſter 


of the Horſe; the Duke of Argyle, 
General 'and Commander in Chief 
of the Forces in Scotland; William 
Pulteney, Eſq; Secretary of War; 
Robert Walpole, Eſq; Pay-Maſter- 
General of the Army; and Allan 
Broderick, Eſq; Lord Chancellor of 
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Ireland in the room of Sir Conflay: 
tine ot cr who had made himſelf 
very obnoxious to the Whig Party, 
and the Friends of., the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion in that Kingdom. On 
September 29, his Majeſty diſſolved 
the Privy-Council, and appointed 
a new one. Soon after, there were 
new Commiſſions for the Treaſu 
and Admiralty : Charles Lord Hal. 
liſax was made Firſt Commiſſioner 
of the Treaſury, Sir Richard Onſlow 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Ed. 
avard Earl of Orford Firſt Commiſ- 
fioner of the Admiralty; and John 
Aiſlabie, Eſq; Treaſurer of the Na- 
vy. The Duke of Shrewſbury kept 
his Poſt of Lord Chamberlain. 
The Princeſs of Wales, with her 
two eldeſt Daughters, the Princeſſes 
Anne and Amelia, arrived in England, 
October 11, to the great Joy of the 
Nation; and the Princeſs Carlin: 
came over ſome Time after. 
The King was crowned with the 


uſual Solemnity on O#ober 20; pre- 


vious to. which, among other Crea- 
tions, Lord Chandos was made Earl 


of Caernarvon, Lord Offulfton Earl 


of Tankerwille, Lord Rockingham 
Earl of Rockingham, Lord Halifax 
Earl of Halifax, Lord Guernſey 
Earl of Aylesford, Lord Harvy 
Earl of Briſtol, Thomas Lord Pel- 
ham Earl of Clare, and Sir Richard 
Temple Baron of Cobham, There 
were great Demonſtrations of Joy 
throughout the Kingdom on his 
Majeſty's Coronation; but in ſome 
Places, the Royal Party were inter- 
rupted in their Rejoicings by dil- 
orderly and tumultuons Rabbles, 
crying out, Sachewerel for ever, and 
down with the Whigs. At Briſil 
in particular the Mob committed 
great Diſorders: And it was not 
long before London itſelf was in. 
feſted with Riots and Tumults ; and 


many ſeditious Pamphlets were dil- 
perſed among the People, Theſe 


Diſorders 
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Diſorders, were not a little en- 
couraged by the Conduct of ſome 
Clergymen, who were too much 
infatuated with Sachewerei's Spirit 
and Principles. Breaking Win- 
dows, and pulling down Meeting- 
Houſes, was now again practiſed, 
as at the Beginning of the Sache- 
verel Mobs. ? 

The Beginning of the Year 
1715, a great Fire happened in 
T hames-Street. , It broke out on 
January 13, at a Gunpowder Shop 
near Bear- Key, and burnt 24 Hours 
before it could be extinguiſhed, 
notwithſtanding the playing of 
Engines, and blowing up of Houſes. 
It did incredible Damage amon 
the Warehouſes on the Keys, — 


burnt Part of the Cuſtom-Houſe; 


and crofling the Way to the North 
Side of Thames-Streetr, conſumed 
Water-Lane, and the back Part of 
Harp-Lane, with Bakers-Hall and 
Trinity-Houſe, untill it ſtopped in 
Tower-Street, over-againſt Mark- 
About 120 Houſes were 
demoliſhed, the' whole Loſs amount- 
ed to g oo, ooo. and near 50 Per- 
ſons loſt their Lives. 4 

On — 15, a Proclamation 
was iſſued ſor calling a new Par- 
liament, which met on March 17. 


The Elections had been conteſted 


with great Heat in many Places 
between the Tories and Whigs, 
but the latter had by far the Ma- 
jority, The Commons having 
choſen Spencer Compton, Eſq; for 
their Speaker, his Majeſty ap- 
proved of him on the 2ziſt, when he 
delivered from the Throne, into the 
Hands of the Lord- Chancellor, a 
Speech to both Houſes, which 
his Lordſhip read accordingly. In 
it his Majeſty ſays, This being 
the firſt Opportunity that I have 
“ had of meeting my People in 
„Parliament, ſince it pleaſed Al- 
** mighty God, of his good Pro- 
* vidence, to call me to the 
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« Throne of my Anceſtors, I moſt 
« gladly make uſe of it; to thank 
% my faithful and loving Subjects, 
for that Zeal and Firmneſs that 
«© hath been ſhewn in Defence of 
«© the Proteſtant Succeſſion, againſt 
ce all the open and ſecret Practi- 
* ces that have been uſed to 
cc defeat it; and I ſhall never for- 
«« get the Wer J have to 
«© thoſe who have diſtinguiſhed 
« themſelves on this Occaſion.” 
Then having touched upon the late 
Miſmanagements, and recommend- 
ed ſeveral important Things to 
their Conſideration, he concludes 
thus: The Eyes of all Zarope 
« are upon you, waiting the Iſſue 
« of this firſt Seſſion. Let no un- 
« happy Diviſions of Parties here 
% at home divert you from pur- 
« ſuing the common Intereſt of 
« your Country. - Let no wicked 
© Infinuations diſquiet the Minds 
© of my Subjects. The eſtabliſn- 
« ed Conſtitution, in Church and 
« State, ſhall be the Rule of m 

Government; the Happineſs, 
% Eaſe and Proſperity of my Peo- 
ple, ſhall be the chief Care of 
e my Life. Thoſe who aſſiſt me 
„in carrying on theſe Meaſures, 
*< J ſhall always eſteem my beſt 
Friends; and I doubt not but I 
„ ſhall be able, with your Aſſiſ- 
<< tance, to diſappoint the Deſigns 
* of thoſe who would deprive me 


of that Bleſſing, which J moſt 


value, the Affection of my Peo- 
« ple.” Both Houſes, after warm 
Debates on ſome Clauſes, pre- 
ſented Addreſſes entirely agree- 
able to the Sentiments of the 
Court. | | t 
On April 22, in the Morning, 
was the famous total Eclipſe of 
the Sun, a Thing that had not 
happened for ſome Centuries in 
theſe-Parts; when the Darkneſs, 
for a ſmall Space, was ſuch, that 
ſeveral Stars appeared, and the 

| | Birds 
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Birds betook themſelves to Rooſt, 
as if it had been a new Night. 
I was then in Beriſgire, and ob- 
ſerved, that after the Light's grow- 
ing fainter and fainter, as the 
Moon advanced over the Sun's 
Diſk, the total Darkneſs came on 
inſtantaneouſly, as when a Candle 
is extinguiſhed by Night, as ſoon 
as the. Eaſtern Limb [or Rim] of 
the Sun was covered; as did the 
Light in the ſame Manner, when 
the Moon left its Wefern Limb. 
This extraordinary Phenomenon 
was much obſerved by Dr. Halky, 
Mr, Fhifton, and all our eminent 
Aſtronomers, who had before, with 

at Exactuneſs, calculated the 
Time and Manner of it. 


The ſame Month died Dr. Gil- 


bert Burnet, Biſhop of Saliſbury, 


famous for his excellent Hiſfory 
of the Reęfurmalion, and other 
Writings; and a great Advocate 
_ for the Revolution, which got him 
many Enemies. The Marqueſs of 
#harten died alſo about the ſame 
Time, as did the Earl of - Halifax 
not long after. The Marqueſs of 
Wharton was a. Man of a tine Ge- 
nius, an able Stateſman and Poli- 
tician, and a great Leader among 
the Whigs. He left one Son, 
who was afterwards made 2 
Duke, and was a Man of great 
Wit and Parts; but having ſquan- 
dered away a large Eſtate, he, to- 
wards the End of this Reign, of 


2 Whig became a violent Tory, 
and Oppoſer of the Court: At 
length he went abroad, turned Pa- 


piſt, joined himſelf to the Intereſt 

of the Pretender, and died in Spain, 
in 1731. n 

The Parliament had not ſat 
long, before they began to call 
the late Miniſters to an Account. 
It appeared by their Addreſſes, 
that they deſigned to do ſo; 
wherefore' the Lord Viſcount: Bo- 


lingbrote, who had taken his Seat 
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6. The Seizare of Ghent and Bruges, 


in the- Houſe of Peers, and ſpoke 
in the Debate on the. Addreſs, 
was beforehand with them; for 
on March 27, he went Poſt to 
Dower, embarked for Calais, and 
ſo left the Kingdom. On April g 
the ſeveral Papers relating to the 
Negociations of the Peace and Com- 
merce, and Ceſſation of Arms, 
were laid before the Houſe of Com. 
mons, and a Committee of Secrecy 
was appointed to examine them, 
who choſe Robert Walpole, Eq; 
their Chairman. The Report of the 
Committee was read in the Houſe 
on June q, and was ordered to be 
printed. It was very long, but 
may be reduced to theſe Heads; 
1. The clanugſtine Negociations with 
Meſnager, the French Agent, aubich 
produced two Sets of Preliminary 
Articles; the one private, for Great- 
Britain only; the other general, fir 
all the Allies. - 2. The extrdirdi- 
nary Meaſurts purſued 6” ps the 
Congre/s at Utrecht. 3. The trifling 
Amuſements of the French Plenipo- 
tentiaries at Utrecht, by the Con- 
nivance of the "Britiſh Minifer:, 
4. The Negociations about the Re. 
nunciation of the Spaniſh Monarch. 
5. The fatal Suſpenſion of Arms, 


in order to diſtreſs the Allies and fa- 
vour the French. 7. The Duke if 
Ormond's acting in Concert with 
the French General. 8. The Li 
Bolingbroke's Journey 10 France, 
to negociate 4 ſeparate Peace. 9. 
My. Prior's and the Duke of Shreuſ. 
bury's Negeciations in France. lo, 

precipitate C onclufion of tht 
Peace at Utrecht. 11, The Jac 
ficing ' the Catalans. 12. Promoting 
the Intereſt of the Pretender. 

The Report -having been take 
into Conſideration, it was forti- Wi | 
with reſolved, June 10, to im the P 
peach Lord Viſcount Bolingbroi 1 
and the Earl of Oxferd of High 
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Treaſon and other High Crimes and 
Miſdemeanors. On the 2 iſt, after 
a long Debate, in which ſeveral 
Whigs as well as Tories ſpoke 
in favour of the Duke of Ormond, 


it was reſolved alſo to impeach him 


of High-Treaſon and other High 
== Crimes and Miſdemeanors; and 
== the next Day, to impeach the Earl 
of Strafford, one of the Plenipoten- 
tiaries for the Peace at Utrecht, of 
High Crimes and Miſdemeanors. It 
was thought the Duke of Ormond's 
== Name being made uſe of as a Sig- 
== nal for Mobs and Riots, was one 
Thing that haſtened on his Im- 
peachment, High Church and Ormond 
for ever being now as much the Cry 
of the Facabite and Tory Mobs, as 
High Church and Sacheverel had been. 
However, it was believed he would 
have found Favour, if he had ftaid; 
which he did not think fit to do, 
but taking the Advice of his Tory 
Friends, particularly, as it is thought, 
of Dr. Atterbury Biſhop of Rochefrer, 
he left the Kingdom, and followed 
Lord Bolingbroke to France Upon 
which a Bull of Attainder of High- 
Treaſon was afterwards brought in 
and paſſed againſt them both; The 
Earl of Oxford did not fly, but was 
committed firſt to the Cuſtody of the 
Black-Rod, and then to the Tower, 
where we muſt leave him for ſome 
Time, | 

In July, the King gave the Royal 
Aſſent to an Act for preventing Tu- 
= {ts and riotops Aſſemblies, common- 
= ly called the Riat 44 ; which is ill 
in Force. By this Law it is made 
Death for any riotous Perſons to 
Continue together for a ſhort Time 
mentioned in the AR, after a Pro- 
clamation has been read to them to 
diſperſe. 
His Majeſty had early acquainted 
2 the Parliament with Beben carry- 
Ing on abroad, and by a Hl Par- 
at home, in favour of the Preten- 


der : Upon which both Houſes ad- 
dreſſed him to put the Kingdom in 


a Poſture of Defence, by increaſing . 


the Number of Forces both by Sea 
and Land, and paſſed an AR, em- 
powering his Majeſty to ſecure ſuch 


Perſons as he ſhould ſuſpect were- 


conſpiring againſt his Perſon and 
Government, Meaſures were acs 
cordingly forthwith taken for aug- 


e the Forces, and pales > | 


were iſſued out againſt ſeveral ſuſ- 
peRed Perſons, ſome of whom had 
the good Fortune to be ſecured, and 
others eſcaped, to run themſelves 
into more certain Deſtruction: For 


ſoon after, a Rebellion was actually 


e in Scotland, which was abet» 
ted by another in England. Th 
in Scotland was headed by the Ear; 
of Mar, who, notwithſtanding his 
Profeſſion of Loyalty to King George, 
which he exprefſed in a Letter y + 
wrote to him on his Acceſſion, 
notwithſtanding his baving take! 
the Oaths to his Majeſty, an 
ſigned the Proclamation declarin 
him to be his lawful and righth 
Soyereign, yet being not taken Na- 
tice of as he dekred, as he was on 
who joined in the Meaſures o 


the late Miniſters, he about the | 


Beginning of Auguff withdrew fr 
ph into the Highlands, and 25 
ing conſulted with his Friends, and 
drawn a Number of Men together, 
he ſet up the Pretender's Standard 
there, September 6, and proclaimed 
him, or cauſed him to be proclaim- 
ed, firſt at Brae-Mar, then at Perth, 
Aberdeen, Dundee, and ſeveral other 
Places. The Rebels had great Ex- 
E from the French King, 
ewis XIV. but he happened to 
die about this Time, — 
of Orleans, the Regent, being wilr 
ling to cultivate a Friendſhip wi 
King George, this was a great Diſ- 
couragement to them, and a gre 
Blow to their Cauſe, But as th 
Ee e Hal 


the Duke 
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had embarked in this raſh Under- 
taking, and had fill Hopes that 
the late Duke of Ormond would 
make a Deſcent upon Great-Britain, 
and depended upon a Rifing in 
England, they where reſolved to 

put their Deſign. In the mean 

ime General Vightman, who was 
then in Scotland, had Orders to 
form a Camp near Stirling, and 
diſtreſs the Rebels as much as he 
could, till the Duke of Argyle's 
Arrival. 

The Inſurrection in the Veſ of 
England, the ſeditious Attempts at 
Oxford and Bath, the Seizing of 
Briflol and Plymouth, were happi- 
ly prevented by the timely Pre- 
cautions of the Government : But 
in the North, the Earl of Deravent- 
abater, the Lord Widdrington, Mr. 
For/ter, Knight of the Shire for 
Northumberland, and others, appear- 
ed in Arms in October. Though 
their Numbers were but ſmall, yet 
they proclaimed the Pretender, firſt 
at Warkworth, then at Morpeth, 
Hexham, and other Places. They 
were all Horſe, not being able to 
entertain any Foot for Want of 
Arms. They were firſt ſtrength- 
ened by the Junction of ſome Lords 
from the Ve of Scotland, who, by 
the Inſtructions of Mar, had raiſed 
ſome Forces for the Pretender; as 
the Viſcount Kenmure, who ſet up 
his Standard at Lougbmaben, and 
the Earls of Mibiſdale, Carnwath, 
and Wintoun, who joined the Eng- 
4% Rebels with their ſmall Force 
at _ Rothbury, Soon after, they 
marched to Xe on the Borders, 
and joined a Body of Highlanders, 
whom Mar, after he had taken Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the ' fruitful County of 
Fife, had found Means to ſend over 
the Firih, under Mackintoſh ; with 
whom alſo was. the Lord Nair. 
General Carpenter being ſent in 
Purſuit of the Rebels, with Ho- 


GEORGE I. 


tham's Regiment of Foot, Cobhan's, 
Moleſaworth's, and Churchill's Dri. 
oons, arrived at Newcaſtle, Odo. 
er 18, and ſoon ſet out to attack 
the Rebels at Kelſo. This made 
them leave that Place, and march 
to Tedburgh. They were much 
divided in their Counſels. Mact- 
intoſþ was for engaging the King's 
Forces under General Carpenter, 
which were inferior in Number; 
but Forſter, who was called Gene. 
ral of the Engliſb Rebels, was a 
ainſt it. Wintoun was for march- 
ing back and joining the Earl of 
Mar, but the Engliſh were for march. 
ing into England, which was at laf 
agreed to; and when the Higblau- 
ders perceived it, 500 of them ſe- 
parated and went home, From 
Fedburgh then they marched to Har- 
wick, thence to Langholme, and 
thence to Longtown, in Cumber. 
land, ſtill endeavouring to avoid 
General Carpenter, who was in Pur- 
ſuit of them. From Longtown they 
marched to Brampton, and then 
to Penrith, Here the Milita, 
though double their Number, in- 
ſtead of oppoſing them, as they 
made a Shew of doing, took to their 
Heels, and ran away. From Per- 
rith they 1 to Appleby, be- 
ing joined but by a few in all theſe 
Marches : Then to Kendal, and fo 
to Kirbylonſdale; and here ſome 
Lancaſhire Papiſts with their Ser 
vants and Tenants joining them, 
they marched Reward, and came to 
Lancaſter, November 7. Here having 
ſeized ſix or ſeven Pieces of Cannon, 
they proceeded to Prefon, and would 
have gone farther, but were fur 
prized by the Approach of Gene- 
ral Fills; and ſo they ſhut them- 
ſelves up as well as. they could 11 
the Town, barricadoing the Streets 
and making a proper Diſpoſition 
of their Men to receive the Attack 
of the King's Troops. — 
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Wills came before the Town on 
November 12, and ordered Brigadier 
Honeywooed to attack that End of 
the Town which leads to Vigan, 
and Brigadier Dormer, that which 
leads to Lancaſter. The King's 


bels Fire from the Windows. But 
at laſt the Enemy being driven from 
their firſt Barricade, ſeveral Houſes 


penter arriving, they were ſoon. re- 
duced to the Neceſſity of ſurrender- 
ing to the King's Mercy. They 
ſent out to capitulate on the 13th. 
But General Mills told them, he 
would not treat with Rebels, and 
no other Terms would be granted 
but ſubmitting Priſoners at Diſcre- 
tion; which they did the next Day 
at Seven in the Morning, and ſo 
were diſarmed and made 161 
to the Number of 463 Engliſb, and 
above 1000 Scots, many having found 
Means to . eſcape. Several were 
killed and wounded on both Sides, 
but more of the King's Troops 
than of the Rebels, who were every- 
| where under Cover. 
Let us now ſee what became of 
the Rebels in Scotland. It is re- 
| markable, that on the very Day 
the Rebels were ſubdued at Preſton, 
Sunday, November 13, the Duke of 
| Argyle, with about 4000 Men, en- 
gaged the Rebel Army under the 
Earl of Mar, conſiſting of about 
8 or 9000, at Sheriffmuir, near Dam- 
blain, about four Miles from Srir- 
ling. The Battle was obſtinate 
and bloody, various Accounts were 
| given of it, and both Sides claimed 
the Victory. What is certain from 
all the Accounts is this, that the 
| Duke of Argyle, with the Right 
of his Army, ſoon put the Left 
of the Enemy .to the Rout ; but 
| whilſt he was purſuing them a con- 
ſiderable Way with great Slaugh- 
ter, the Right of the Rebels had 
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Troops ſuffered much by the Re- 


being ſet on Fire, and General Car- 
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the better of the Left of the Roy- 


al Army, and made ſuch terrible 


' Havock among them, that they 
had like to have been all cut off. 
But that, upon the Whole, the 


King's Forces had the Advantage, 


appears by the Conſequences : For 
the Earl of Mar, immediately after 


the Battle, retreated to Perth, and 


his Deſign of croſſing the Forth was 
entirely fruſtrated, and never after- 
wards attempted. The Earl of Jay, 
Brother to the Duke of Argyle, was 
in the Action, behaved wich great 
Intrepidity, and was wounded in 
his Arm and Side. Among the 
Slain were Colonel Hamers, and 
Captain Armſtrong, his Grace's Aid 
de Camp. About 800. of the Re- 
bels were killed, and many made 
Priſoners, among . whom were ſeve- 
ral Gentlemen. About the fame 
Time, the Lord Lowat took Tnver- 
ne/s from the Rebels, which was a 
Place of great Importance. 

The reſt of November, and all. 
December, both Sides remained quiet 
in their Quarters,. the Duke of A. 

ple at Stirling, and the Earl of 
Tar at Perth, In the mean Time, 
on December 22, the. Pretender: ar- 


rived, in a Dunkirk Privateer, at 


Peterhead in Scotland, where he was 
preſently met and complimented by 
the Earl of Mar, the Earl Ma- 
reſchal, General Hamilton, and other 
of his Adherents. From Peterhead 
he went to Feteraſſe, on January 6, 
to Dundee, and from thence to Scoon, 
two Miles from Perth, Here ho 
publiſhed ſeveral. : Proclamations, * 
particularly one for à Convention 
of the States, and another for his 
Coronation, and aſſumed other Acts 


of Royalty; which were all at an 
End almoſt as ſoon as they were- 


vainly- uſurped : For towards the 
End of January, the Duke of A- 
gyle, aſſiſted by Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral. Cadogan, and. other General. 
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Officers, who were ſent down to 


him, and reinforced by a good Train 
of Artillery, and the Dutch Troops 
lately landed, — from Stir- 
ling to attack the Rebels at Perth ; 
who now no longer expected Aſ- 
ſiſtance from France, upon his Ap- 
| proach, they abandoned the Place, 
and retired with the Pretender to 
Dundee, and from thence to Mon- 
treſe, where finding they were cloſe- 
ly purſued by the King's Forces, 
on February 14, the Pretender with 
the, Earls of Mar and Melfort, the 
Lord Drummond, and ſome other 
Chiefs, found Means to make their 
Eſcape in a French Ship which lay 
there; ſoon after which the Rebels 
-diſperſed, ſome ſubmitted, and ſome 
were taken Priſoners. 

The chief of the Rebels taken 
at Prefion were brought up to 
Londen, When they came near 
the City, they were all pinioned 
with Cords, their Horſes being 
led by Foot Soldiers, and ſo made 
a miſerable Proceſſion amidſt num- 
berleſs Spectators. Among them 
was. their General Forfter, as alſo 
the Earls of Deraventwatrer, Nithi/- 
dale, Carnwath and Wintoun, Viſ- 
count .Kenmure, and the Lords 
Widdrington and Nairn. The No- 


blemen were ſent to the Torver, 


and the reſt to Newgate and other 
Priſons, The Parliament meet- 
ing, Januamy 9, the ſeven Lords 
were preſently impeached of High- 
Treaſon. All pleaded guilty but 
Wintoun, who ſtood a Trial and 
was caſt; and ſo they had all Sen- 
tence of De paſſed on them 
by the Lord' Chancellor Coavper, 
who was appointed Lord High- 
Steward upon the Oceaſion. Der. 
nuentauater and Kenmure were be- 
headed on T oxwer-Hill, February 24, 
1715-16. Nithi/dale, who was to 
have been executed with them, 
had the good Fortune to mak 
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Toaſted upon it. 


his Eſcape out of the Tower the 
Night before, diſguiſed in Wo. 
man's Apparel with a Ridinghood 
over it. Wintoun eſcaped from the 
ſame Priſon afterwards, as did For- 
ter and Mackintoſh out of New. 
gate, Some were executed in the 
Country, 11 at Preſton, fix at Vi. 
gan, and five at Mancheſfer. A few 
were hanged at Tyburn, particular. 
ly one Ga/coign, Colonel Oxburgl, 
Mr. Paul a Clergyman, and Mr, 
Hall, who had been a Juſtice of 
Peace. In ſhort, ſome who were 
found guilty were tranſported, 
others reprieved; ſome were c- 
quitted on their Trial; and 
thole who were Qintried or re- 
prieved, continued Objects of his 
Majeſty's Clemency, and had the 
Benefit of the A# of Grace that 
afterwards paſſed. But the Earl of 
Mar, the Marqueſs of Tillibardim, 


and ſome others who fled from di 
Scotland, were attainted by AQ of th 
Parliament. There having been pe 
ſome Jarring in Council about the lit 
Execution of the condemned Lords, D 
the Earl of Nottingham was, ſoon in 
after, removed from being Preſi * 
dent of the Council, and his At 
Son, - the Lord Finch, from being th: 
one of the Commiſſioners of the the 
Treaſury, th: 
I fhall now take Notice, that eſp 
the End of the Year 1715 was re- a n 
markable for a very hard and ſe- the 
vere. Froſt, It began towards the has 
End of November, and continued in 
till February, The Thames was ſo to 
congealed, that Multitudes of Peo- Mi 
ple walked over it, and there were Par 
beaten Paths on the frozen River q 
from the Bridze to Whitehall; 3 on 
great many Booths were ereQ ame 
on it, which, with the Numbers On 
People daily frequenting it | Ear 
made -it look like one-continu Dig 
Fair; and two whole Oxen were a0 


Robert 


And a- 
bout the ſame Time the Parliament 


of Ireland attainted James Butler, late 


Duke of Ormond, of High-Trea- 


ſon, and confiſcated his Eſtates in 
chat Kingdom. tn Yin 
The good. Archbiſhop Tennzſon 
died about the End of the ſame 


Year, aged 81, and was ſucceeded 


in the Archbiſhoprick of Canterbury 


by Dr. Wake, Biſhop of Lincoln. 
And in April, 1716, that great 
Lawyer and Stateſman, John Lord 


= | Sommers, departed this Life. 


A few Weeks after, the King 


re the Royal Aſſent to an AG 
for enlarging the Time of Centinu- 


ance of Parliaments. * I his is the 
famous Septennial Ads, whereby this 
and future Parliaments were con- 
tinued ſeven Years, unleſs ſooner 
diſſolved by the Crown, inſtead of 


: i three Years, as by the Triennial A# 
paſſed in the Reign of King Wil- 


liam. There were great and long 
Debates upon this Septennial Bill 
in both Houſes,” and many Lords 
entered their Proteſts againſt it. 
And though it ſeemed neceffary at 


that Juncture, when, by reafon of 
the ſeditious and rebellious Spirit 


that ſtill appeared in the Nation, 
eſpecially among the common Sort, 
a new Ele&ion might have thrown 
the Kingdom into a Flame; yet it 
has been thought by many, that, 
in Time, it may prove dangerous 
to the Conſtitution, as it muſt give 
Minifters a greater Influence over 
Parliaments. : 8 

The Parliament was prorogued 
on June 26. About which Time, 


= among other Creations, Sir Richard 


O»/low was made a Baron, and the 


4 | Earl of Portland was raifed co the 
=—_ Dignity of a Duke: General Ca- 


degan, who had ſignalized himſelf 
in Queen Anne's War, and had 


_ Garter, together with 
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| Robert Walpole, Eſq; was ſome 
Time before made Firſt Commiſ- 
fioner of the Treaſury and Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer. 


been very ſerviceable in ſuppreſſing 
the Rebellion in Scozland, was 
alſo made a Lord, and afterwards 
an Earl: And Sir Henry St. John, 
Father to the late Lord Bolingbroke, 
was created Baron of Batter/ea, 
Much about the ſame Time, the 
Lady Schulenburg was made Dutch- 
eſs of Munſter in Ireland; and 
Prince Erne, the King's Brother, 
and Biſhop of Ojnaturgh, was 
created Duke of York, and was 
afterwards made Knight of the 
rince Free 
derick, Son to the Prince of Wales. © 

The Clauſe in the Act of Settle- 
ment, whereby, after it took Place, 
the Sovereign was not to go out 
of the Kingdom, without Conſent 
of Parliament, was repealed at the 
End of the Seſſion; and his Ma- 
jeſty having conſtituted the Prince 
of Wales Guardian of the Realm 
in his Abſence, on Juhy 7, ſet out 
for his German Dominions: He 
vidited them again in 1719, and con- 
tinued to do ſo almoſt every Vear 
after. x | 
Though the Rebellion was hap- 
pily cruſhed, the Spirit of it ſtill 
remained, and diſcovered itfelf in 
Mobs, Riots, and Tumults, which 
the looſe diſorderly Multitude were 
very ready to run into, ever fince 
Sacheverel's Affair. To ftem the 
Torrent of theſe Mobs, the Whigs, 
and theſe well affected to the Ha- 
nover Succeſſion, had even in the 
laſt Reign began to form themſelves 
into Clubs or Societies, which uſed 
to meet at ſeveral Houſes in the 
City and Suburbs, called Mag- 
Houjes, from the Veſſel they uſed 
to drink out of, when whiggiſh 
Healths were toaſted. Theſe Soci- 
eties were kept up and increaſed 
after his Majeſty's Acceſſion, when 
the Rabble became more furious 
in Proportion to the Diſappoint- 
ment and Deſpair of their Party. 
The Roebuck in Cheapfide was one 
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of the moſt famous of theſe Mug- 
Houſes, and that in Saliſbury-Court 
became ſo by the following Cir- 
cumſtance. The Company there 
having, on ſome Occaſion, given 
a more than ordinary Demonſtra- 
tion of their Affection to his Ma- 
jeſty and the Royal Family, the 
Mob on the other Side were fo 
enraged, that, on July 20, they 
came and attacked the Mug-Hou/e, 
which was kept by one Mr. Read, 
and would have demoliſhed it, if 
the Company there had not ſent 
for a Reinforcement from the Mug- 
Houſe in Tawiftock-Street, This 
made them fly for the preſent, 
though many of them returned and 
kept hovering about the Houſe the 
following Days. At laſt, on the 


23d, one Vaughan, who had been 
a Blnecoat-Boy at Bridewell- Hlaſpi- 
tal, inſtigated the Mob to go to 
the Mug-Houſe and revenge their 
late Affront. They followed him 
with loud Huzzas of 'High-Church 


and Ormond, and Down with the 
Mag- Houſes, Mr. Read, finding 
they intended to pull down the 
Houſe, bid them keep off, or elſe 
he would fire amongſt them; but 
they not regarding him, 'he let off 
his Piece, and killed Vangban on the 
Spot, for which he was afterwards 
tried and acquitted. - The Mob ſtill 
continuing their Outrages, break- 
ing the Windows, pulling down 
the Sign, gutting the Houſe, and 
breaking and deſtroying the 
Goods, the Sheriffs of London came 
and ordered the Proclamation a- 
gainſt Riots to be read; but this 
not availing, a Party of the Guards 
were ordered to march to the Place, 
and as ſoon as they appeared, the 
Mob diſperſed : But five of the 
Rioters were taken, who being 
tried and found puilty, were hang- 
ed at the End of Saliſgury-Court, 
in September; which ſeaſonablg 
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Piece of Severity put an effec. 
tual Stop to all Rioting for the fu- 


5 ture. 


Whilſt his Majeſty was abroad, 
the Treaty of Defenſive Alliance 
between Great-Britain, France and 
Holland, called the Triple Alliance, 
was ſigned. The King returning 
in January, 1716-17, the Nation 
was ſoon alarmed with an intended 
Invaſion from Sweden, in favour of 
the Pretender; which his Majeſty 
communicated . to the Council, 
Upon this, ſome ſuſpected Perſons 
were taken up, and Count Gy. 
lemberg, the Swediſh Envoy here, 
was put under Arreft, and all his 
Papers ſeized. Baron Gortz, Mi. 
niſter and Favourite of the King of 
Sweden, had been in Holland; and 
was coming over to England, to 
aflift Gollember in the Conſpiracy; 
but hearing nl ho had happened to 
him, and finding their Projects 
were diſcovered, he returned to Hol. 
land; and upon the Britih Mi- 
niſter's Application to the States, 
Gortz, with his two Secretaries, 
and all his Papers, were ſeized 
at Arnheim, in Guelderlana, after 
flying from Place to Place to avoid 
the Purſuit he knew was made af- 
ter him. This Gortæ was the prin- 
cipal Projector, as well as Con- 
ductor, of the treacherous Delign; 
and by his and Gy/lemberg's Papers 
the whole Plot was diſcovered. 
The Parliament met, February 20, 
when, by his Majeſty's Command, 
Copies of Letters between Count Gyl- 
lemberg, the Barons Gortz, Sparr, 
and others, relating to the Deſign of 
raiſing a Rebellion in his Majeſty's 
Deminions, to be ſupported by a Fired 
from Sweden, were laid before the 
Houſe. Soon after a Bill paſſed 
to prohibit- all Commerce with 
Sweden, and a Squadron was fit- 
ted out, and fent to block up the 
Sqawediſh Ships in their * 
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I -ſhall juſt obſerve here, that the 
Animoſity of the King of Sweden 
was thought by ſome to be oc- 
cafioned by the Purchaſe of Bre- 
men and Verden of the Dancs, who 
had taken them from the Swedes : 
But upon the Revolution in Swe- 
den, after the Death of Charles XII. 
who was killed by a Shot in the 
Head before Frederick/ball, the Pur- 
chaſe of thoſe Diſtricts was con- 
firmed to his Britannick Majeſty, 
in Conſideration of a Sum of Mo- 
ney to be paid to Sweden. To re- 
isn: 5 

On April 3, the King ſent a Meſ- 
ſage to the Commons for a Sup- 
ply, to enable his Majeſty zo make 


2 good ſuch Engagements with other 


Princes and States, as may prevent 
the preſent Danger from Sweden, 
and, as far as poſſible, the like Ap- 
prehen/ions for the future. After 
long and warm Debates on this 
Meſſage, it was reſolved, that 
250,00 J. be granted to his Ma- 
jeſty for the Purpoſe therein men- 
tioned: But it was carried by a Ma- 
jority of only four Voices. | 
This ſmall Majority was owing 
to a Miſunderſtanding, about this 
Time, among the Courtiers. To 
whatever Cauſe it was owing, it is 
certain there was ſome Difference 
between the King's Friends, which 
occaſioned the Removal of ſome, 
and the Reſignation of others. So 
long ago as in December, the Lord 
Townſhend, on the Arrival of an 
Expreſs from Hanover, was removed 


7 from his Place of Principal Secre- 


tary of State, to the great Surprize 
of moſt People: And though after 
= the King's Return, he was appoint- 
ed Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, yet 
immediately after the Debate on 
the abovementioned Supply, he 
was removed from that Poſt alſo; 
upon which Robert Walpole, Eſq; 
Mr, Methuen, and Mr. Pulteney, re- 


— 4 


ſigned their reſpective Employ- 
ments; as did, ſoon aſter, the Hales 
of Dewonſhire his Place of Preſi- 
dent of the Council. And now 
General Stanhope, who was ſoon 
after created a Baron and Viſcount, 
and afterwards an Earl, was made 
Firſt Commiſſioner of the Treaſury 
and Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
and the Earl of Sunderland, the 
other favourite Miniſter, and Jo- 
Jeph Addiſon, Elq; Secretaries of 
State. One of thoſe who reſigned, 
in a freſh Debate in the Houſe of 
Commons about the Supply againſt 
Sweden, ſaid, That having refigned 
his Place, that. he might adt with the 
Freedom becoming an Engliſhman, 
he could not forbear declaring againſt 
granting a Supply in a Manner al- 
together unparliamentary and un- 
precedented : That he could not per- 
ſuade himſelf that any Engliſhman 
adviſed his Majeſty to fend ſuch a 
Meſſage; but he doubied not but the 
Reſolutions of a Brinſh Parliament 
ewould make a German Miniftry 
tremble, | 

The Parliament, at his Majeſty's 
Defire, had adjourned from April 
16, to May 6; when being met, 
he, by the Mouth of the Lord 
Chancellor, made a Speech to both 
Houſes : And Mr. Lechmere, in his 
Speech, when he moved for an 
Addreſs of Thanks, having in- 
finuated ſome Reflections on thoſe 
who had reſigned. their Places, as 
if they deſigned to diftreſs the 
King's Affairs, Mr. Walpole, to 
yindicate himſelf, faid, That Peo- 
ple had often been reflected upon 
for accepting Places, to. carry on 
Defigns againſt the Imtereſt of ther 
Country; but be never heard a Man 
feund fault with for laying dean 
one of the moſt profitable Employ- 
ments of the Kingdom: That for bis 
own Part, if be would bade com- 
plied with ſeme Meaſures, it was 
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not in the Power of any of the pre- 
Sent Minifters to remode him; but 
that he had Reaſons for reſigning, 
*vith which be had acquainted his 
Majeſy, and which he might, at a 
Proper Timie, explain to that Houſe : 
And in the mean while, his Conduct 
would fhew, that he never intended 
either to make the King unenſy, or to 
embarraſs his Afairs: Which De- 
Claration was well liked by the 
King's Friends, | 

Sir Jobn Trevor, Maſter of the 
Rolls, dying on May 20, Sir Jo- 
Jeph Fetyll was made Maſter of the 
Rolls in his Room. 

The Earl of Oxford, who had 
been near two Years a Priſoner in 
the Tower, took the favourable Op- 
3 of the Diſſention amonę 

is Enemies, to petition for his Trial; 
which was accordingly brought on. 
Weſiminſter-Hall being prepared for 
that Purpoſe, and the Lord Chan- 
cellor Coxvper being appointed Lord 
High-Steward, the Priſoner, on 
une 24, was brought from the 
T owwer by Water, and conducted to 
the Bar; when Mr. Hampden, one 
of the Managers for the Commons, 
tecapitulated the Charge againſt the 
Earl in a long Speech. Sir Zo/eph 
7 kyll was proceeding to make good 
he firſt Article ; but the Lord Har- 
court having made a Motion pre- 
vious thereto, That the Commons be 
not permitted ta proceed, in order to 
make good the Articles againſt the 
Earl of Oxtord for High Crimes and 
 Miſdemeanors, until Judgement be ff 
wen upon the Articles for High-Trea- 
525 which, after a long Debate, 


was carried in the Affirmative: 


There aroſe upon this a Difference 
between the two Houſes, the Com- 
mons being reſolved to proceed in 
their own Way and the Lotds as 
firenuouſly adhering to theirs. At 
laſt, the Beginning of July, the 
Lords proceeded to be Trial, and 


three Proclamations were made for 
the Accuſers of the Earl of Oxyrd 
to appear and make good the Ar. 
ticles of Impeachment; but nobo- 
dy appearing, his Lordſhip was, 
by the unanimous Voice of all the 
Peers preſent, diſcharged of the 
High Crimes and Miſdemeanors, 
as well as of the High-Treafon, 
However, the Commons addreſſed 
the King to except the Earl of 
Oxford out of the Ad of Graw; 
with which his Majeſty complied, 
A famous Controverſy was be. 
gun and carried on this Year, oc- 
caſioned by Dr. Hoadley Biſhop of 
Bangor's Sermon before the King, 
intitled, The Nature of the King- 
dom of Chrif, ſhewing it not 10 be 
of this World. A great Noiſe was 
made about this Sermon, and in- 
numerable Pamphlets were wrote 
on both Sides. The Biſhop was 
generally thought to have the bet- 
ter of his Antagoniſts, who, not 
content with their Oppoſition in a 
private Capacity, thought to have 
filenced him by means of the Con- 
vocation, The Lower Houſe ap- 
ointed a Committee to draw up 2 
epreſentation to the Upper Houſe, 
againſt the Poſitions advanced in 
his Sermon, and in his Pre/ervative 
againſt the Principles and Practices 
of the Nonjurors, The Committee 
cenſured Both; but to put an End 
to theſe Heats, the Convocation 
was prorogued, and have ſcarce 
ever ſat ſince. However, the Re. 
port of the Committee was print- 
ed, which was anſwered by the 
Biſhop. : 
On Nowember 2, her Royal High- 
neſs the Princeſs of Wales wi 
brought to-bed of a Prince, who 
on the 28th was chriſtened by the 
Name of George-William, his Ma- 
jeſty and the Dake of Neewcaftl, 
Lord Chamberlain of the Houlbol, 
being Godfathers, and the my 8 
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eſs of St. Alban's Godmother. By 
ſome Cireumſtance or other, after 
the Chriſtening was over, his Roy- 
al Highneſs the Prince of Wales 
fell under his Majeſty's Diſpleaſure, 
inſomuch that he was ordered to 
leave Sr. James's; which he did, 
and went and reſided at Leice/ter- 
Houſe, with the Princeſs his Con- 
fort, who, to be fure, would chuſe 
to go with him, though it was fig- 
nified to her that ſhe might ſtay at 
St Fames's as long as ſhe judged 
convenient, The young Princeſs, 
and the young Prince, who died in 
February following, remained at 87. 
Fames's with bis Majefty ; Orders 
having been given, that her Royal 
Highneſs might come and ſee them 
as often as the would. After this, 
whenever the King went abroad, 
he committed the Adminiſtration 
of the Government to Lords Juſ- 
tices. This Difference farther di- 
vided the Friends of the Royal 
Family : For as all in the King's 
Service were forbid to viſit the 
Prince's Court at Leicefter-Hou/e, 
moſt of his Royal Highneſs's Ser- 
vants forbore going to 87. Fames's, 

Towards the End of this Year, 
a Proclamation was publiſhed fot 
Idwering the Gold Coin; where- 
by Guineas, that before went fot 
one-and-twenty Shillings and Six- 
pence, were ordered for the future 
to go for one-and-twenty Shil- 
lings. | 

The Marquis Je Paleotti, an 
Tialian, and Brother to the Dut- 
Cheſs of Shreauſbury, having been 
tried, convicted and condemned 
for the Murder of his Servant, 
was hanged at Tyburn on March 
17, 1717-18, Great Interceſſion 
was made for him by his Sifter 
the Dutcheſs, and ſome foreign 
Miniſters ; but his Character was 
= fo dereftable, that all the Favour 
de could obtain, was to be executed 


by himſelf; which was according 
ly done about Eight o' Clock in 
the Morning. The ſame Day a 
Criminal of another Kind was 
executed, one James Shepherd, à 
young Man under Twenty, who, 
by frequenting FJacobite Conven- 
ticles, and reading their Books, 
had worked himſelf up to ſuch a 
wicked Enthuſiaſm, that he would 
have undertaken to aſſaſſinate the 
King, which, in his Letter to Mr. 
Leake, a Nonjuring Clergyman, 
he inſolently called Smiting tbe 
Uſurper in his Palace. Leake be- 
ing ſufficiently terrified at ſuch a 
Letter, which was left for him 
at his Lodgings,. went and com- 
municated the Contents of it to 


Sir John Fryer, an Alderman of 


London, who adviſed him to ſeize 
the young Traitor, when he came 
for an Anſwer; which he did, and 
carried him before the Alderman, 
who committed him to Newgaze. 
Shepherd was ſo far from repenting 
of his Treaſon, that upon his Trial 
he owned the execrable Defign, and 
gloried in it. 

Earl Coauper reſigned the Great 
Seal in April, 1718, which, after 
having been for a ſhort Time in 
Commiſſion, was given to Thomas 
Lord Parker, Lord Chief-Juſtice of 
the King's Bench, afterwards crea» 
ted Earl of Macclesfield; who was 
ſucceeded, as Lord Chief-Juſtice, 
by Sir John Pratt. About the ſame 
Time, Mr. Lechmere was made 
Attorney-General, in the Room 
of Sir Edward Northey; the Earl 
of Sunderland, Preſident of the 
Council and Firſt Commiſſioner of 
the Treaſury; John 4iflabie, Eſq; 


Chancellor of the Exchequet ; Lord 


Stanhope and James Craggs junior, 
Eſq; Secretaries of State; the lat- 
ter in the Room of Jaſepb Addis 
fon, Eſq; to whoſe thoughtful 
and ſpeculative Genius the Fa- 

tigue 
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tigue of that Office was not very 
agreeable. 

Let us now turn our Eyes a 
little to foreign Affairs, in which 
Great - Britain had a conſider- 
able Share. King Philip of Spain, 
taking Advantage of the Em- 
peror's being engaged in a War 
with the Tzr4s, had laſt Year in- 
vaded Sardinia; which proba- 
bly he would not have done, 
if the glorious Victory, which 
Prince Eugene had obtained over 
the Turks at Belgrade, had been 
known at the Court of Spain. 
This open Hoſtility againſt the 
Emperor, put the Courts of Great- 
Britain, France, and the States- 
General, upon concerting Meaſures 
to reſtore and preſerve the Tran- 
quillity of Europe. And fo after 
a Peace had been concluded and 
ſigned at Paſſarowttz, July 2, this 
Year, between the Imperial and 
Ottoman Courts, by the Media- 
tion of the King of Great-Britain 
and the States- General, the Qua- 
druple Alliance, or mutual Gua- 
rantee, between the Emperor, 
Great-Britain, France and Holland, 
was ſigned at London, on the 22d 
of the ſame Month. It was called 
the Quadruple Alliance, though the 
States - General were then only 
named in it as one of the Con- 
tracing Parties, it not being doubt- 
ed but they would come into it. 
Previous to this Treaty, was a 
Convention between his Britannick 
Majeſty and the Moſt Chriſtian 
King, for ſettling the Terms of 
the Treaty of Peace between the 
Emperor and the King of Spain, 
and between his Imperial Majeſty 
and the Duke of Savey King of 
Sicily. This Convention was in- 
ſerted in the Treaty of London, or 
Quadruple Alliance, and declared, 
that the Invaſion of Sardinia was 
a Breach of the Neutrality of 
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Italy; that Sicily - ſhould be de. 
livered up to the Emperor, and 
Sardinia, in lieu thereof, given to 
the Duke of Sawy: And the Syc. 
ceſſion to the Dutchies of Parna 
and Tuſcany was ſettled on the 
Queen of Spain's Son, upon Failure 
of Heirs in thoſe Houſes, pro. 
vided the King of Spain entered 
into the Treaty by a certain Time, 
To ſecure the Effects of this Trea. 
ty, Great - Britain ſent out two 
ſtrong Squadrons of Men of War, 
one under Sir George Byng to the 
Mediterranean, and the other to the 
Baltick, under Sir TJohn Norris; 
ſome of the Powers in the Nerth 
being then on ill Terms with Great- 
Britain. 

On the other hand, the King 
of Spain, foreſeeing that Sicily was 
to be delivered up to the Emperor, 
reſolved, by the Advice of Cardi- 
nal Alberoni, then Prime Miniſter 
in Spain, to ſeize it for himſelf, 
Accordingly he fitted out a Fleet, 
which made a Deſcent upon that 
Iſland, the Beginning of Fuly, and 
reduced Palermo and ſeveral other 
Places. But while they were buſy 
in attacking the Citadel of Maſſua, 
the Engliſb Fleet, commanded by 
Sir George Byng, came up, and at- 
ter Warning given to the Sani- 
ards, to als, to deſiſt from 
their Enterprize, there enſued 2 
bloody Engagement, on July 31, 
in which the Spaniſb Fleet was 


entirely defeated. The King of 


Spain, by his. Attempt upon Sith, 
had violated the Treaty of Liracht 


and the Neutrality of /aly, of which 
the Crown of Great- Britain was 


one of the Guarantees ; yet this 
ſudden Blow was highly reſented 
by. the Spaniards, and as a Rup- 
ture muſt neceſſarily be the Con. 
ſequence, War was declared againt 
Spain, in December following, boti 
by Great-Britain and France. Ar 


though 


though there enſued many Con- 
grefies, "Treaties and Conventions, 
to bring Matters to an Accommo- 
dation, yet there has been more or 


leſs a Miſunderſtanding between 


Spain and us ever ſince. 

The Parliament met in November, 
and they had not ſat long, before 
Earl Szanhope offered to the Hauſe 
of Lords a Bill for frengthening the 
Proteſtant Intereft in theſe Kingdoms; 
importing, in Subſtance, a Repeal 
of the Occaſſonal Conformity and 
Schiſm Bills, which, towards the 
End of the laſt Reign, had been 
enacted againſt the Diſſenters. This 
Bill, after long Debates, paſſed both 
Houſes, and received the Royal 
Aﬀent in February, 1718-19. 

In this Seſſion alſo were great 


' Debates in the Houſe of Lords, 


about the Bill for limiting the Peer- 
age; which was favoured by the 
Court, though it imported ſome 
Reſtraint upon the Prerogative of 
the Crown. In the next Seſſion, 
this Bill paſſed the | Houſe of 
Lords, but was rejected by the 
Commons. 

On March 10, his Majeſty ac- 
quainted the Parliament, that he 
had received Intelligence from the 
French King, of an Invaſion in- 


1 tended from Spain in favour of the 


Pretender. Both. Houſes gave his 


s | Majeſty the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances of 


Aſſiſtance, and immediate Orders 
you given for fitting out a good 
quadron of Men of War; the 


C | Troops marched to guard the Coaſts, 


four Regiments were brought over 


from Treland, two Swiſs Battalions 
arrived in the River Thames, and 


three Dutch Battalions landed in the 
North of England. Beſides this, the 
French King and the Governor of 
the Auſtrian Netherlands ordered Bo- 
dies of Troops to march, ſo as 
to be in.a Readineſs to be tranſ- 


ported to England upon Occaſion, 
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1 
Theſe Preparations made by the 
King and his Allies had been ſuf- 
ficient to have defeated the Inva- 
fion, had it taken Effect. But the 
Winds were beforehand with them, 
and hindered the Execution of the 
Deſign: For the Spaniſh Fleet of 
about 50 Tranſports, conyoyed by 
four Men of War, having on board 
the late Duke of Ormond, about 
5000 Men, and Arms for twice 
their Number, failing from Cadiz, 
was entirely diſperſed by a violent 
Storm, which laſted 48 Hours. 
However, the late Earls of Sea- 
forth and Mare/chal, and the Mar- 
quis of Tillibardine, landed at Kin- 


tail in Scotland, with about 400 


Men, moſtly Spaniards, from on 
board two Tranſports, and quickly 
got together above 1600 High- 


landers. But Major-General Wight- 


man coming upon them, ſoon drove 
them from their Faſtneſſes, and dif. 
perſed them; about zoo of the 
HH ſurrendering Priſoners at 

iſcretion. As to Seaforth, Ma- 
reſchal and Tillibardine, they made 


the beſt of their Way to the Iſlands, 


from whence they found Means 
to tranſport themſelves back into 
Spain. £ | | 
The Parliament was prorogued 
on April 18, about which Time, 
the Dutcheſs of Munſter, an Irifs 
Title, was created Dutcheſs of 
Kendal in England; the Dake of 
Argyle, Duke of Greenwich; the 
Earl of Manche/ter, Duke of Man- 
cheſter; the Earl of Carnarvon, 
Duke of Chandos; and Lieutenant- 
General Carpenter, Baron Carpen- 
ter of Killagby in the Kingdom 
of Ireland. Soon after, May 11, 
his Majeſty ſet out for Hanover, 
arrived there the 18th, and return- 
ed to England in November, after 
his Mediation had been accepted 
for a Peace between Denmark and 
Sæueden, and he had vigorouſly 
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uſed his good Offices in favour of 
the Proteſtants in the Palatinate and 
in Poland, then grievouſly opprefled 
by the Papitttet 

The celebrated Fo/eph Addiſon, 
Efq; ſome Time Secretary of State, 
— well known for his fine Ge- 
nius, diſplayed in the Spectators and 
other elegant Writings, died in 
June this Vear, 1719. And not 
long before, that eminent Phyſi- 
cian, Sir Samuel Garth, departed 
this Life, famous as well for his 
Knowledge in the Art of Poetry, as 
for his Skill in his Profeſſion: He 
was Phyſician General to the Army. 
In November, John Matthews, a 
Printer in Little-Britain, was exe- 
cuted at Tyburn, for printing and 
publiſhing a treaſonable Libel, in- 
titled, Vox Populi Vox Dei, in which 
the Pretender's Right to the Crown 
of theſe Realms was aſſerted, in 
Breach of the Statute of the 4th of 
Queen Anne, which makes the aſ- 
ſerting any ſuch Thing, in Writing 
or Printing, High-Treaſon. 

In an — ition againſt Spain, 
this Year, the Lord Cobham with 
the Land Forces, and Vice-Ad- 
miral Migbels with the Fleet, took 
Vigo, and ſeveral Incurſions were 
made on the Spaniſb Coaſts ; though 
the Advantage of this Expedition 
did not anſwer the Expence. Af- 
ter a ſhort Stay at Yigo, the Ge- 
neral finding but little good to be 
done, ordered the Forces to re- 
imbark, and returned in Nowember, 


with the Cannon and Stores he 


had taken in the Town and Ci- 
tadel. = 

Great Numbers of Journeymen 
Weavers aſſembled in a riotous 
and tumultaous Manner, cryin 
out, Down with the Callicoes, a 
ulling and 22 them off the 

ks of ſuch omen as wore 


them. At the ſame Time Petiti- 
ons came from almoſt all Parts, 


complaining of the Decay of the 
Woollen and Silken Manufactures, 
by reaſon of theſe Callicoes and 
other Eat. India Goods. The Re. 
ſult was, that an Act was at length 
paſſed, prohibiting the U/e and Near 
of painted, printed, or ſtained Ca. 
licoes, E9c.- | | 
The Parliament met ſoon after 
the King's Return, November 23, 
and had not ſat long, when the 
South-Sea Company and the Bay of 
England laid before the Houſe of 
Commons their ſeveral Propoſal 
for reducing all the publick Funds 
into one, in order to diſcharge the 
national Debts, on ſome valuable 
Confiderations to be granted them, 
and certain Advantages to the Go- 
vernment. After much Debate and 
Conteſt, it was determined in fa. 
vour of the South-Sea Scheme, and 
their Propoſals were accepted on 
February 1, 1719-20, An Act after- 
wards 2 oth Houſes for that 
Purpoſe, which received the Royal 
Aſſent in April following: At which 
Time alſo an Act paſſed for the 
better ſecuring the Dependency 
of Ireland upon the Crown of 
Great-Britain. However honeſlly 
the abovementioned Scheme might 
have been defigned by ſome, the 
Execution of it was attended with 
amazing and fatal Conſequences, 
to the enriching of a Few and the 
impoveriſhing of Thouſands ; for it 
became a mere Bubble and Decoy 
for artful and cunning Men to 
catch the unwary, but covetous 
Adventurers. The Infatuation was 
— though we might have taken 
Varning by the Fate of the Miſs 
i Scheme in France, formed 3 
little before by Mr. Law, 2 Scutch- 
man; and nothing was now minded 
but the Buſineſs of Stock-Jobbing: 
Exchange-Alley, where theſe Af 
fairs were tranſacted, was in 4 
continual Hurry, where Crowe 
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of all Ranks and Qualities daily 
reſorted. The Deſperate, who ven- 
tured firſt, were generally Gainers, 


SS who came in later, were many of 


= 2. or Sourb-S:2 Stock. 


Wrongheads (as was then the Say- 
ing) had the better of the Longheads. 


VP Upon the South-Sea Propoſals being 


accepted, the Stock roſe gradually 
to a prodigious Height; to 3 10 for 
100/. before the Bill had the Royal 
Aﬀent; in a few Days to 340, then 
to 400, and before the End of May 
to 500. In ſhort, what by the 
Artifices of the Managers, and the 


L 3 Credulity of the People, through 
an Eagerneſs of increaſing their 


Fortunes, by the 2d of June it got 
up to 890, and continued riſing 
and falling till it mounted to above 


jects were ſet on foot, ſome whim- 


5 I ſical enough, which were deſerv- 


edly called Bubbles, and grew up 
from the Corruption of the grand 

They 
were near ioo in Number, and 


| | it was reckoned that almoſt a Mil- 


lion and a Half was won and loſt 


in them. 


Pagers, and this mad 
Voor in the People, was, that 


The Parliament was prorogued 
on June 11, and ſoon after his Ma- 
jeſty ſet out for Hanover. South- 
Sea Stock ſtill continued to riſe 


of Auguſt it began to fall, and fell 
faſter than it roſe, having nothing 


but an imaginary Foundation to 


ſupport it, till by Michaelmas-Day 


it ſunk to 150. A Proclamation 


was iſſued againſt the Bubbles, on 
the Day the Parliament was pro- 
rogued, and they were ſoon after 


1 entirely ſuppreſſed by Order of the 


Lords Juſtices. The Conſequence 
of theſe fraudulent Arts in the Ma- 
gaming Hu- 


whilſt the Wiſer and more Sedate, 


them great Sufferers; and ſo the 


1000. A Spirit of Gaming thus 
= prevailing in the Nation, many Pro- 


for ſome Time, but about the End 


many antient and good Families 
were impaired or ruined ; whilſt a 
few Upſtarts got their Thouſands. 
This cauſed a general Ferment in 
the Nation, and ſome Courtiers were 
ſuppoſed to be deeply concerned in 
theſe Practices. 

The King returned in November; 
and the Parliament met on Decem- 
ber 8. They ſoon proceeded to an 
Inquiry into the fraudulent Execu- 
tion of the South- Sea Act, and whilft 
the Matter was under Examination, 
Mr. Knight, the Company's Trea- 
ſurer, who, with Sir John Blunt, 
had the chief Hand in the ruinous 
Project, fled out of the Kingdom, 
In the End, the Parliament applied 
to the Relief of the Sufferers the 
Eſtates of the Sub-Governor, De- 
puty-Governor, Directors, &c. only 
allowing each ſuch Part as the 
thought proper; and John Aiflabit, 
Eſq; Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
met with the ſame Fate. They 


were alſo incapacitated from fittin 


or voting in either Houſe of Par- 
Hament, or from holding any Of- 
fice or Place of Truſt under his 
Majeſty, his Heirs or Succeſſors. 
The Act __ the Directors re- 
ceived the Royal Aſſent on Faly 29, 
1721; and on Auguſt 10, the King 
5 the Bill for refloring the pub- 
ick Credit, and prorogued the Par- 
liament. The Hand Mr. Robert 
Walpole had in ſettling this diſtract- 
ed Affair, and reſtoring the Credit 
of the Nation, brought him into 
full Favour again. He was made 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and 
Firſt Commiſſioner of the Treaſu- 
ry; about two Years after Knight 
of the Bath, then of the Garter, 
and continued Prime Miniſter to 
the End of this Reign, and 15 
Vears after. | 
The renowned Admiral, Sir John 
Leake, died the Beginning of laſt 
Year; and about February, this 
| Year, 
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caſioned by the Sourh-Sea Affair, 
and whilſt the Parliament was car- 
| TYINS on their Inquiry into that 


lark Scene of Iniquity, Earl Stan- 


hope, and James Crapggs, Eſq; both 
oe I "ag e this. 
Life; as did alſo John Sheffield, the 
famous Duke of Buckingham. The 
Lord Viſcount Townſhend, who had 
before been declared Preſident of 
the Council, and the Lord Carteret, 
ſucceeded Earl Stanhope and Mr. 
Craggs, as Principal Secretaries of 
State. | 
There being ſome Miſunderſtand- 
ing between his Majeſty and the 
Czar of Mu/cowy, a ſtrong Squadron, 
commanded by Sir John Norris, was 
| ſent this Year, as well as the laſt, 
to the Baliick, to make good our 


Alliance with Saweder, and to pre- 


vent the ſecret Deſigns of his Cza- 
rian Majeſty. 5 | 

Some Time before, was happily 
brought about the Reconciliation of 
the Royal Family : In Conſequence 
of which, his Royal Highneſs the 
Prince of Wales attended his Majeſ- 
ty at St. James's, and was half an 
Hour in private Conference with 
him. At his Return, he was, by 
the King's Command, attended by 
a Party of the Yeomen of the Guard, 
as alſo of the Horſe-Guards ; and 
immediately the Foot-Guards began 
likewiſe to mount Guard at Leicęſter- 
Houſe. The next Day the Duke of 
 Dewonſhire, Earl Cowper, Lord Viſ- 


count Townſhend, Mr. Robert Wal- 


pole, Mr. Methuen, and Mr. Pulte- 
zey, were admitted to kiſs the King's 
Hs. This was in April, 1720, 
before the deſtructive Conſequences 
of the South-Sea Scheme appeared. 
And on April 15, this Year, 1721, 
the Princeſs of Wales was happily 
delivered of a Prince, named Wil- 
liam-Auguſtus, the late illuftrious 
Duke of Cumberland, I ſhall ob- 
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Year, during the Diſtractions oc- 


ſerve here, once for all, that his 
Royal Highneſs had afterwards in 
this Reign two Daughters, the Prin. 
ceſſes Mary and Loui ſa. . 
In the laſt Seſſion, a remarkable 
Bill was debated in the Houſe of 
Lords, for the more eectual Juppreſſng 


of Blaſphemy and Profanene/;z, There 
was certainly too much Occaſion for 
ſuch a Bill; but as it chiefly tended 
to ſet up a Sort of Inquiſition on 
Men's Conſciences with regard to 
ſome ſpeculative Points wherein 
good and ſober Chriſtians differ, it 
met with ſuch a rational Oppoſition, 
that it came to nothing. 

Charles Spencer, Earl of Sunder- 
land, Groom of the Stole to his 
Majeſty, and who had been Secre- 
tary of State, Preſident of the Coun- 
cil, Sc. died in April, 1722; as did 
the great Duke of Marlborough in 
June, whoſe Obſequies were per- 
formed, on Avuguft 9, with the ut- 
moſt Solemnity and Magnificence, 
agreeable to ſo glorious and re- 
nowned a Commander. 

A Plot for bringing in the Preten- 
der was diſcovered about this Time; 
for which Dr, Aterbury, Biſhop 
of Rocheſter, was apprehended and 
committed to the Tower; as was 
alſo Chri/topher Layer, a Counſellor 
of the Temple, but of ſmall Note 
in his Profeſſion. The following 
Perſons were afterwards, at diffe- 
rent Times, taken into Cuſtody 
and impriſoned, wiz. John Pluniet, 
George Kelly, Dennis Kelly, Lord 
North and Grey, the Earl of Orroy, 
the Duke of Norfolk, Dr. Frend, 
and others, All but Azterbur, 
Layer, Plunket, and George Kell, 
were, after ſome Time, admitted to 
Bail, and diſcharged ;. and in the 
mean Time one Neynoe, who was 
to be a principal Evidence againſt 
the Plotters, fell into the Thant 
and was drowned, as he was 
deavouring to eſcape from the Met 

| ſenger's 


— 5 


Las 
—_ 


EN | | ſenger's Houſe, who had him in Cuſ- 
5 —_ tody, which was by the Waterſide. 
n. The firſt Septennial Parliament 
nhnaSving been diſſolved, when near 
ble cxpiring, a new one met on October 
f , 1722 ; when the Commons hav- 
A ing again choſen Spencer Compton, 
oF = Eſq; for their Speaker, the King, in 
i his Speech to both Houſes, ac- 
1-4 EX quainted them with the abovemen- 
on tioned Conſpiracy, for overturning 
%% XY the cftabliſhed Government, and ſet- 
ein ting up the Pretender; into which 
i = the Parliament ſoon proceeded to 
9 == make a vigorous Inquiry, and to 
3 proſecute the Authors. Layer was 
+. tried at the King's Bench Bar, No- 
his venber 21. The Indictment ſet 
ere. forth, That he had been employed in 
un-. forming a moſt traiterous and horrid 
dd WE Pot and Conſpiracy againſt his Maje/ty 
in aid bis Government, by inliſting Men 
per- Fr ibe Pretender's Service, in order 
"ui. RE 79 fir up 2 Rebellion; and alſo that he 
nce, Lad beld Correſpondence with the Pre- 
ah tender, by carrying Letters and trea- 
Habe Papers to him beyond Seas, and 
__ Von bim to the Diſaſfected in this 
ime: 1 Lirgdom. It appeared alſo on the 
ſhop = Trial, that the Earl Cadogan was to 
and be ſeized, and the Toxver at the ſame 
ws Time; afterwards the Bark of Eng- 
fellor RR Land, then his Majeſty and the Prince 
Note of Wales. The Trial laſted 17 
wing Hours, when he was found guilty, 
die. and received Sentence of Death. 
\tody Wi He was reprieved from Time to 
anke, Time, in Hopes of his making 
Lord ſome further Diſcoveries ; but at laſt 
en, was drawn on a Sledge to Tyburn, 
end, and there hanged and quartered, 
b, % 17, 1723; bis Head being at- 
| £11, terwards fixed up at Temple- Bar. 
ted to The Parliament paſſed Bills for in- 
in the a fliting Pains and Penalties on Biſhop 
o was Atterbury, Kelly and Plunket ; where- 
zoaink Wl by the firſt was baniſhed, and the 
Than wo others impriſoned for Life. 
as en- : The Harburgh Lottery made a 
e Mel. Lreat Noiſe in this Seſſion, and the 
enger's 1 | 8 
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Lord Viſcount Barrington was ex- 


pelled the Houſe of Commons for 
being concerned in it. That great 
Lawyer and fine Orator, Earl Cow- 
per, who had been twice Lord Chan- 
cellor, died this Year, 

The Parliament was prorogued 
on May 27. His Majeſty ſet out for 
his German Dominions on June 3, 


and returned in December following. 


The Parliament met again January 
9, and was prorogued on April 243 
a little before which, his Grace the 
Duke of Neaucaſtle was made one of 


his Majeſty's Principal Secretaries 


of State. | | 
His Majeſty's Regard for the En- 
couragement and Promotion of 
Learning, appears by his Circular 
Letter of May 6, 1724, ſent to the 


two Univerſities; wherein — | 


taken Notice, that no Proviſion ha 

hitherto been made in either, for 
the Study of Modern Hiftory and Mo- 
dern Languages, and of the Incon- 


veniencies ariſing from that DefeR, 


he ſays: In order to remedy theſe and 
the like Inconbveniencies, we have de- 
termined to appoint two Perſons of: ſober 
Converſation and prudent Conduct, Fl 
the Degree of Maſter of Arts, Bach. 
elor of Laws, or of ſome higher De- 


gree in one of the ſaid Univerſities, 


ſeilled in Modern Hiſtory, and in 
the Knowledge of Modern Languages, 
to be nominated by us, to be our Pro- 
feſſors of Modern Hiſtory, one for 
the Univerſity of Cambridge, and 
the other for that of Oxford, abb 
ſhall be obliged to read Lectures in the 
publick Schools, at ſuch Times as Hall 
be appointed. And we have farther 
determined, that each of the ſaid Pro- 
fegers ſhall have a Stipend of 4001. 
per Annum, and out of the ſaid 
Stipend fhall be obliged to maintain 
with ſufficient Salaries in the Univer- 
frity, aubere he ſhall be eſtabliſhed, 
two Perſons at leaſt, well qualified to 
teach and inſtruct in writing and 

peaking 
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Speaking the ſaid Language:; which 
aid Teachers ſhould be under the Di- 
rection of the Profeſſors reſpecti vely, 
and ſhould be obliged to inſtruct gratis, 
ir the modern Languages, 20 Scho- 
lars in each Univerſity, to be nomi- 
nated by us; and each Scholar /o 
nominated ſhall be obliged to learn two 
at leaſt of the faid Languages, &c. 
Mr. Samuel Harris was accordingly 
nominated for Cambridge, and Mr, 


Gregory for Oxford, firit Profiffors of 


Modern Hiſtory. 

Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl 
Mortimer died in May this Year, 
and was followed the next Month 
by Dr. Henry Sachewerel, who 
lately made ſo much Noiſe in the 
World. OO. OS 

There having been great Com- 
plaints concerning ſome Abuſes in 
relation to the Maſters in Chan- 
cery, which, though practiſed be- 
fore, were now grown to an enor- 
mous Height, the Earl of Maceles- 
feld thought fit to reſign the. Great 
Seal the Beginning of the Year 
1725. He was afterwards impeach- 
ed of High Crimes and Miſde- 
meanors, in receiving exorbitant 
Sums of the Maſters for their Ad- 
miſſion, who often proved inſuf- 
ficient, to the _ Detriment of 
the Suiters in that Court, c. In 
the End he was fined 30, ooo JI. And 
an Act paſſed in the next Seſſion, 

or the Relief of the Suiters of the 
23 of - ty His Lordſhip 
was ſome Time a Priſoner in the 
Tower till he paid his Fine, and 
was ſucceeded in his High Office 
by Sir Peter King, Lord Chief- 
Juſtice of the Common-Pleas, who 
was created Lord King, Baron of 
Ocham. Whilſt the Earl of Mac- 
clesfield's Affair was under Conſi- 
deration, the famous AQ was paſſ- 
ed for regulating Elections in the 
City of London. And in the ſame 
Seſſion Henry St, Fohn, the late Lord 
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Viſcount Bolingbroke, who having 
made his Peace with his Majeſty 
was come over to England, was, 
upon his humble Petition, after 
ſome Debate, admitted to enjoy his 
Eſtates, and an Act paſſed for that 
Purpoſe; though he was not reſtored 
to his Title. 

The ſame Year, 1725, the moſt 
Honourable Order of the Bath was 


revived, and 37 new Knights were 


inſtalled. About which Time the 
Scotch Highlanders, 
Mackdonalds, Grants of G lenmoriſton, 
Mackleads, Chiſholms, Stewarts, Ca. 
merons, Macpherſons, Mackintoſh, 
Mac-Gregers, Gordons, Farquharſon, 
Mac-Farlans, and other Clans, were 
diſarmed by General Wade. 

Towards the End of the Year 
1726 died, in the Caſtle of Able, 
where ſhe had lived many Years, 
Sophia-Dorothy, who was married to 
his Majeſty in 1682, and by whom 
he had Iſſue our late Sovereign, born 
October 30, 1683, and Dorothy-St- 
phia, late Queen of Pruſſia, who 
was born in 1687. 

The long- depending Mediation 
of Grtat- Britain and France for com- 


pg the Differences between the - 
m 


peror and King of Spain, com- 
ing to nothing by the Spaniþ 
Court being extremely irritated a- 
gainſt that of France for their ſend- 
ing back the Infanta to Spain, who 
had been eſpouſed to the French 
King; and England not caring t 
act without France; their Imperia 
and Catholick Majeſties came 0 
an Agreement themſelves, and con. 
cluded a Treaty at Vienna, which 
was deemed prejudicial to the lo- 
tereſt of Great- Britain, as the 
Oftend Company, which the En. 
peror had eſtabliſhed, was t0 be 
ſupported by it, and as the Reli 
tution of Gibraltar and Vert. la. 
hon to the Spaniards ſeemed t 
be the Conſequence of it; 


Mackenzies, 
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However that was, this Treaty be- 
tween the Emperor and Spain pro- 
duced the famous Treaty of Hano- 
wer, concluded whilſt his Majeſty 


| was there, September 3, 1725, be- 


tween Great-Britain, France, an 
Pruſſia, though the laſt, in effect, 
ſoon deſerted this Alliance, but the 
States-General - afterwards acceded 
to it. This Treaty, was deſigned to 


: | be a Balance to that between the 


Courts of Vienna and Madrid. Theſe 
counter Alliances put Europe again 
in a Flame: And the Conſequence 
was, that, in 1726, three Briti/h 
Squadrons were fitted out ; one ſent 


do the e. Indies under the Com- 


mand of Admiral Hafer, where it 
lay a great while, to block up the 
Spaniſh Plate-Fleet ; another to the 
Coaſt of Spain, under Sir Jobn Jen- 
nings; and the third into the Bal- 
tick, commanded by Sir Charles 
Wager, to hinder the Czarina from 
attacking the King of Sweden, who 
was upon the Point of acceding to 


the Hanover Treaty, as. he did ſoon 


after. Another Squadron was ſent 
thither the following Year, under 


Sir John Norris, for the fame Pur- 


pole ; when Sir Charles Wager was 
with that on the Coaſt of Spain. 
M. de Palm, the Imperial Refident 
here, — preſented to his Ma- 


| jeſty an inſolent Memorial, which 


he as inſolently printed and diſperſ- 
ed, wherein he aſſerted, that the 
offenſive Alliance mentioned by his 
Majeſty in his Speech to his Parlia- 
ment, when ſpeaking of the Vienna 


| Treaty, as likewiſe the ſecret Arti- 


cles he mentioned concerning the 
Pretender, were abſolutely without 


Foundation, was ordered forthwith 


to leave the Kingdom : And the Par- 
lament, in an Addreſs, expreſſed 


their Indignation at this Affront 
offered to his Majeſty, Finally, 
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it was ſaid, there were ſecret Ar- 
| ticles in favour of the Pretender. 


in the Beginning of the Year 1727, 
the Spaniards laid Siege to Gibrals 
tar, which, though it was ſuſpend- 
ed, upon Preliminary Articles for 
a general Pacification being ſigned, 
was not raiſed till ſome Tume after 


the King's Death. 


The great Sir 1/aac Neauton, Maſ- 
ter of his Majeſty's Mint, and Pre- 
ſident of the Royal Society, the moſt 
celebrated Mathematician and Aſtro- 
nomer that the World. ever knew, 
departed this Life. on March 20, 
1726-7, in the 85th Year of his 
Age. He was interred in We/ftmin- 
/ter- Abbey, where there is a noble 
Monument erected to his Memory. 
The Parliament, which met on 
January 17, was prorogued on the 
15th of May. On the laſt Day of 
that Month, his Majeſty in Council 


declared his Intention of going a- 


broad for a ſhort Time, and ap- 
pointed Lords Juſtices for the Ad- 
miniſtration of the Government dur- 
ing his Abſence. Accordingly, he 
ſet out from St. Fames's, on June 
3, and proceeding to Greenwich, 
embarked there on beard the. Caro- 


lina Yacht, accompanied by the 


Earl of lay and the Lord Viſcount 
Townſhend in another Yacht. Com- 
ing to Grave/end, they ſtaid there 
till Monday the. 5th, when the Wind 
being fair, they got under Sail; and 
arriving the next Day at Gravendael, 
his Majeſty went on board the Szates 
Yacht, and landed, the 7th, at 
Vaert, where he lay that Night, 
From thence proceeding on his 
Journey for Hanover, attended by 
the State, Guards through the Ter- 
ritories of the Republick, he ar-, 
rived on the gth at Delaen, be- 
tween 11 and 12 at Night, ſeeming- 
ly in good Health. Here he ſupped 

retty heartily, and eat Part of a 
Melon, which his Stomach ſeemed 
not to have” well digeſted ; for 


ſetting out at Three the next Morn- | 
Ff 


ing, 
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ing, he had not travelled far be- 
fore he was troubled with - ſome 
Gripings of the Cholick.- Being 
come to Linden, he could eat no- 
thing at Dinner; upon which it 
was judged adviſable that he'ſhould 
be blooded, His Majeſty being 
deſirous to reach his own Domini- 
ons, travelled on, though his At- 
tendants adviſed him to reſt at 
Linden, As he paſſed along, he 
fell into a Kind of lethargick 
Dozing in his Coach; and his 


Ilineſs increaſing, after he arrived 
about Ten at Night, at his Bro. 
ther, the Duke of Yor#'s Palace 
at O/raburgh, about One the next 
Morning, June 11, 1727, this 
great and magnanimous Prince ex. 
pired there in the 68th Year of his 
Age, and 13th of his Reign, leay. 
ing the Imperial Crown of theſe 
Realms, as well as his Electoral 
Dominions, to his only Son the 
Prince of V ales, our late moſt graci- 


ous Sovereign, King Groxch II, 
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I'S, late. Majeſty's Deceaſe 
was not known in England 
till three or four Days af- 
ter it happened : But on the 14th 
3 a Meſſenger arrived Ex- 
preſs, with the melancholy Advice, 
to Sir Robert Walpole, who was 
then at his Houſe at Che//ea. He 
immediately waited upon the Prince 
and Princeſs of Wales, at Richmond, 
with the important Intelligence; 
and they thereupon came to Leice/- 
ter-Houſe, where they had for ſome 
Time kept their Court. They were 
received there by many Lords of 
the Privy-Council and. Perſons of 
Quality and Diſtinction, who drew 
up and figned an Inftrument for 
proclaiming his. Royal Highneſs 
King of theſe Realms; and the Ce- 
remony of. the Proclamation was 
performed the next Morning, vix. 
on Thurſday, Fune 15, at the uſual 
Places, and with all the accuſtomed 
Solemnities. His Majeſty in the 
Interim cauſed all the Lords, and 


| Others of his late Majeſty's Privy- 
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Council, to be ſworn of his Privy- 


Council; and in his Declaration 
he ſaid, The Religion, Laaus, and 
Liberties of the Kingdom, are mof 
dear to me; and the Preſervation 
of the Conſtitution in Church and 
State, as it is now happily eflablifhed, 
ſhall be my firſt, and always my chief 
Care. On the Evening of the 14th, 
his Majeſty took and ſubſcribed the 
Oath relating to the Security of 
the Church of Scotland, accordin 

to the Forms preſcribed by the Laws 
of Scotland. On the 15th, the Earl 
of Scarborough was ſworn of the 
Privy-Council, and appointed Maſ- 
ter of the Horſe to his Majeſty, 
The next Day the Court of Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen of the City 


of Londen waited on the King and 


Queen with their Compliments of 
Condolence on the Death of his. 
late Majeſty, and Congratulation 
upon his Majeſty's Acceſſion to the 
Crown; which Example was ſoon 
after followed by moſt of the Cities, 
Towns, Cc. in the three King - 
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GEORGE Il. | 
and E both Houſes, and receiy. 
ed the Royal Aſſent, uh 17, as allo 
an Act ro enable bis Majeſty ts be 
Gowernor. of the South-Sea Company, 
and an Act for' continuing the In- 
priſonment of Robert Blackburne 44 


436 
doms, and the Plantatations. On 
the 19th, his, Majeſty was proclaim- | 
ed with great Solemnity at Edin- 
burgh and Dublin. . 
The Parliament, agreeable. to 
the Royal Proclamation, met on the 


27th, and the Seffion was opened 
by a moſt gracious Speech from the 
Throne, elivered from 

jeſty's own Mouth; wherein he told 
them, he was perſuaded they all 
ſhared with him in his Grief and 
Aiction for the Death of bis late 
. Royal Father ; that it foould be his 


conſtant Care to preſerve the Con- 


 fitution in Church and State in- 
wiolable in all its Parts, and to 
ſecure to all his Subject the full En- 
Joyment of their Religious and Civil 
Rights, &c. The principal Buſi- 
neſs of this ſhort Seſſion was the Set- 


clement of the Civil-Liſt Revenue, 


and of a Revenue upon the Queen, 
in Caſe ſhe ſurvived his Majeſty. 
After ſome Debate the Commons 
came unanimouſly to the followin 

"Reſolutions upon the firſt Head: 
iz. I. That, towards the Supply 
granted to his Maj or the Support 
'of his Majefty's hots, the os 


Rewenues which were payable to bis 


fate Majeſty, during his Life, be 
- granted and continued to his preſent 
Majeſty, during his Life. 2. That 
the ſaid Rewenue be continued from 
' the Death of his late Majefly. Upon 
the ſecond Head they reſolved, 
1. That a Proviſion be made for the. 

ween, in caſe ſhe ſhould ſurvive his 

ajeſty, of 1loo,ocol. per Ann. 
during ber Life; together wwith his 


Majeſty's Palace of Somerſet-Houſe, 


and the Lodge and Lands at Rich- 
mond Old Park. 2. That his Ma- 
Jefly be enabled to charge the ſaid 
100,000 I. per Ann. on all, or any 
of the Duties and Revenues for the bet- 
ter Support of his Maje/ty's Houſhold, 
&C. which ſhall /ub/ift after his Ma- 
Jefty's Demi/ſe.. Purſuant to theſe 
Reſalutions, Bills were brought in 


his Ma- 


others for the Aſaſſination-Plot againf 


King Williams: Afterwards his Ma. 
jeſty made 'a-moft gracious Speech 
to both Houſes, and prorogued 


the Parliament, which was foon 
after, on Auguſt 5, diſſolved by 


Proclamation, © © © 

On the rith of October, their 
Majeſties Coronation. was perform. 
ed with great Splendour and Solem- 
nity ; the Biſhop. of Oxford preach. 
ed the Coronation Sermon, and the 
Day was celebrated in every Part 
of his Majeſty's Dominions with 
the moſt extraordinary Rejoicings, 
On the zoth, being Lord Mayor's 
Day, as well as the King's Birth- 
Day, conformable to an humble 
Invitation from the City, their 
Majeſties, the Princeſs Royal and 
Princeſs Carolina, accompanied by 
the great Officers of State, &. 
dined with the Lord Mayor, at 
Guildhall, were preſent at a Ball, 


and returned to Sr. James's in the 


ſame State with which they entered 
the City, at 11 o'Clock at Night. 
On January 23, 1728, the nev 
Parliament met at We/ftminfeer, and 
unanimouſly choſe for their Speaker, 
Arthur Onſlow, Eſq; one of the 
Members for the County of Surg. 
On the 27th, his Majeſty opened 
the Seffion with a moſt gracious 
Speech to both Houſes, wherein he 
informed them of Preliminary Arti. 
cles being ſigned and accepted, and 
the Ratifications thereof exchanged 
with the Emperor; but that, on 
the Part of Spain, there had been 
a Refuſal to execute ſome of the 
moſt material Points contained in 
them; but he hoped all the Dif 
ficulties which had retarded the 
Execution of the reli 
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would ſoon be entirely removed: 
15, ooo Seamen were voted for Sea 
Service, for 1728, and 22,955 Men 
for Guards and Garriſons. Some 
Heats aroſe in the Houſe of Com- 
mons,. in this Seſſion, about the 
Application of Part of the publick 
Money, &c. 8 
On the 23d. of April, his Ma- 
and 
arrived there on the Evening of 
the ſame Day, where, next Day, 


would k Opening of the Congreſs, 


he was waited on by the Univerſity 


of Cambridge, with Dr. Lambert, 
their Vice-Chancellor, at their Head, 
who invited him to Dinner, which 


Invitation his Majeſty accepted, 
| and went to Cambridge the next 


Morning. Ata ſmall Diſtance from 
the Town, his Majeſty was met by 
the Mayor and Corporation, who 
conduted him through it to the 
Regent-walk, where he was receiv- 
ed by the Duke of Somerſet, Chan- 
cellor of the Univerſity, attended 


by the whole Body of the Univer- 
| fity, in their proper Robes and 
Habits : At the Serate-Houſe, he 


ordered ſeveral Degrees to be con- 
ferred, at King's College Chapel he 


heard divine Service, and dined at 


Trinity College with great Magnifi- 
cence. His Majeſty made 4 rac 


| ſent of 2000 J. to the Univerſity, 


and returned in the Evening to 


| New-Market, from whence he ar- 


rived at St. James on the 27th. 
On May 28, his Majeſty, after a 
Speech to both Houſes, put an End 


to the Seſhon of Parliament. 


At the Beginning of July, the 
Sieur Como, Agent from the Duke 
of Parma, was ordered to depart 
the Kingdom in two Days; his 
Maſter having thought fit to in- 
vite the Pretender to the Place of 
his Reſidence, and to receive him 
with the Honours due to the King 
of Great-Britain. In Auguſt, ſeve- 


ral Perſons were taken into Cuſto- 


ber following, by the 


his Royal Highneſs. 


dy, and ſome of them ſentenced to 
ſtand on the Pillory, and to be com- 
mitted to Bridewell, to hard La- 
bour, on Account of printing and 
publiſhing Miſt's Journal of Augu/? 
24, which, under Colour of relating 


the Affairs of the Perfan Empire, 


was deemed to contain very groſs 


and ſcandalous Reflections upon the 


Government, and the happy Eſta- 
bliſhment. Edward Farley, Printer 
of the Exeter Journal, for reprint- 
ing Muße Journal, had a Bill of 
Indictment found againſt him for 


High- Treaſon; but upon a Petition 


to the Queen, after lying near a 
Year in Priſon, 
Mainprize, he obtained a Veli pro- 
ſequi, and was cleared thereon in 
open Court. 

His Serene Highneſs Erne/?-Au- 


guſtus, Prince of Brunſwick-Lune- - 


burgh, Biſhop of O/zaburgh, Duke 
of York, &c. Brother of his late 
Majeſty, departed this Life, on 
Augu/? 3, at his Palace at Ofaa- 
burgh, 

The Nation reaped great Satiſ- 
faction, in the Beginning of Decem- 


unexpected Arrival, in England, of 
his Royal Highneſs Frederick Prince 
of Wales, who ſet out from Heren- 
hauſen, near Hanover, on November 
24, at Three in the Morning, at- 
tended by the Marqueſs de la Fore, 
his Lord Chamberlain, and. Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Delaunay, of the 
Hanoverian Guards, who had been 
ſent by his Majeſty, they being then 
at the Engliſb Court, to bring over 
The Mar- 
queſs paſſed for an Engliſh Gentle- 


man, named Compton, and the Prince 


for his Son: Arriving in this 
Manner, incognito, at Helwoetfluys, 
they went on board the Di/paich 
Packet, then ready to fail for Har- 
<vich, where his Royal Highneſs 
arrived, December 3, lodged at Col. 
cheſter that Night, came to V biie- 

Ff3 : chapel 
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without Bail or 


udden and 
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chapel the next Day, at about Seven in 
the Evening, and proceeded thence 
very privately, in a Hackney Coach, 
to St. * The next Day there 

was a brilliant and numerous Court, 
to congratulate his Royal-Highneſs 
en his ſafe Arrival, who was ſoon 


after addreſſed, on the ſame Oc- 


caſion, from all Parts of the King- 
dom. 
died Mrs. Clarke, Daughter of the 
celebrated Milton, who, after ha- 
ving lived very obſcurely, with her 
Son-in-Law, a poor Weaver in Ssi- 
tal-Fields, being found out, receiv- 
ed many Benefactions from the No- 
bility and Gentry ; Dr. yu Wood- 
«ward, Profeſſor of Phyſick, at Gre/- 
Bam College; Dr. Bray, the Pro- 
curer of the Charter of the Society 
for propagating the Goſpel in foreign 
Parts, &c. &C. | 5 
On the 21ſt of January, 1729, 
both Houſes of Parliament met, and 
the Seſſion was opened by a Speech 
From the Throne; wherein his Ma- 
jeſty informed them, that the Ex- 
ecution of the Preliminary Arti- 
cles, and the Opening the Con- 


| wg ns Sorfſons, was a Foundation 


or the Hope of a ſpeedy Pacifica- 
tion; but the various and extenſive 
Views, and the ſettling and recon- 
ciling the various Interereſts and 
Pretenfions of ſo many different 
Powers, appeared to be a Work of 
ſo much Time and Difficulty, that 
the Project of a proviſional Treaty 
was thought of, as a proper Expedi- 
ent; which being concerted and ne- 
gotiated, among the Miniſters of 
the principal Powers, Parties to the 
Treaties of Hanover and Vienna, 
was approved by him, and his Al- 
hes, not without reaſonable Hopes 
of the Concurrence of the Imperial 
Court, and the Court of Madrid; 
but no definitive Anſwer being yet 
returned by either of them, nor the 
Proje& of the proviſional Treaty 
either accepted or rejected, the Fate 


Kingdom, chiefly promoted by Janes 


In the Courſe of this Vear 


. 
of Europe was ſtill held in Suſpence, 
tc. his Seffion was remarkable 
for a Meaſure that was very neceſſt 
at this Time, which was the Ap- 
ointment of a Committeeto enquire 
into the State of the Gaols of this 


Oglethorpe, Eſq; a Member of the 
ouſe, who on a Viſit to an ingeni. 
ous Friend, then a Priſoner in the 
Fleet, being convinced that much 
Mal-treatment and Cruelty was in- 
flicted on the unhappy Wretches in 
that Gaol, determined to uſe his ut. 
moſt Efforts to get this crying Griev. 
ance redreſſed. Many humane Mem- 
bers concurring with him in this 
laudable Deſign, Mr. Oglethorge 
made a Motion for appointing the 
Committee: By their Viſitation of 
the Fleet, &c. what before ſeemed 
juſtly alarming, now roſe into Cir- 
cumftances of ſuch complicated 
Guilt, as filled the Committee with 
Horror; whereupon the Houle 
came to ſeveral Reſolutions, and 
committed Huggins and Bambridg, 
the late and preſent Wardens, with 
ſeveral of their Agents, cloſe Pri- 
ſoners to Newgate. A State of the 
Fleet Priſon was publiſhed, which 
diſplayed a lamentable Scene of 
Cruelty and Barbarity. Huggins 
and Bambridge were tried for many 
Crimes and Miſdemeanours, as well 
as for Murder, but were, unex- 
pectedly, acquitted. One Au, 
Farmer of, and Clerk to, the Mar- 
ſhalſea, was alſo tried for Murder, 
and acquitted. The Iſſue of the 
Whole was, that the Gaols were pit 
under proper Regulations, and our 
unhappy Fellow Subjects, beneath 
the Preſſure of Misfortunes, delivered 
from the Gripe of Villains who had 
made a Practice of adding Miſery, 
Torment, and Extortion, to Wretch- 
edneſs. On the 25th of March, both 
Houſes waited upon has Mzjely 
with the followin Reſolunm, 
| Reſolved, by tbe Lord. — 


i 


/ ² ²˙ ! ĩ˙² ˙ 'w. Ro ets 


F ritual 
"a 


5 
2 
A 
2 
** 
a 
32 
8 
V 
3 
_ 
2 
7 $ 
EY 
2. 
1 
4 


6 EO RGE II. 


end Temporal, and Commons, in Par- 


liament afſembled, that they entirely 


rely on his Majeſty, that he will, for 
maintaining the Honour, and ſecuring 
the Trade of this Kingdom, take effec- 
tual Care, in the preſent Treaty, to 
preſerve his undoubted Right to Gib- 
raltar and the Iſland of Minorca. 
On May 14, his Mychy, after 
paſſing ſeveral ſalutary Bills, then 
ready for the Royal Aſſent, put an 
End to the Seſſion with a moſt gra- 
cious Speech. On May 17, his 
Majeſty ſet out on a Viſit to his 


| German Dominions, after having 


appointed his Royal Conſort Re- 
gent in his Abſence, and arrived at 
Hanover on the 24th. X 

In the Beginning of June, the 
Fleet at Spithead, under the Com- 
mand of Sir Charles Wager, was 


joined by eleven Dutch Ships of 


War, a Bomb, and a Store-Ship, 
under Vice- Admiral Somelſayle. This 
Squadron was intended for the Coaſt 
of Spain, in caſe Affairs did not 
take a favourable Turn with that 
Court, About the ſame Time, the 
Lords Proprietors of South-Carolina 
ſurrendered their Right and Title 
to that Province, to the Crown, in 
Conſideration of the Sum of 20,000/, 
which was iſſued to them from the 
Exchequer, for the Purchaſe of their 
laid Right. 5 

On September 11, his Majeſty re- 


urned from Germany, landing at 


Margate on the Forenoon of that 
Day, and arrived at Kenſington about 
Ten at Night, in perfect Health, 
Affairs with Spain having taken 
a happy Turn, the Dutch Squadron 
returned to Holland in the Beginning 
of October, and the Engliſh Fleet 
ſeparated ſoon after. On the gth 
of Nowember, New Style, a Treaty 
was concluded at Seville, between 


the Crowns of Great-Britain, France, 


and Spain, to which the States-Ge- 


neral, ſoon after, acceded. By this 


learned Anthony Collins, &c. &c. 
On January 13, 1730, his Majeſty 
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Treaty the contracting Powers gua- 
rantied, reciprocally, the King- 
doms, States, c. under their O- 
bedience, in what Parts of the 
World ſoever ſituated, as alſo the 
Rights and Privileges of their Com- 
merce ; and Commiſſaries were to 
be nominated, on the Part of their 
Britannick and Catholick Majeſties, 
to aſſemble at the Court of Spain, 
to examine and decide what con- 
cerned the Ships and Effects taken 
at Sea, on either Side, c. The 
Introduction of Garriſons into Leg- 
Born, Porto Ferrajo, Parma and 
Placentia, to the Number of 6000 
Men, of the Spaniſh Troops, was 
to be effected immediately, in order 
to ſecure to the Infant Don Carlos 
the Succeſſion to the States of 72 
cany, Parma, and Placentia: And 
the contracting Powers engaged to 
eſtabliſh and maintain the ſaid In- 

fant in the Poſſeſſion and Enjoyment 
of thoſe States, when he -ſhould 
once be ſettled there, declarin 

themſelves Guarantees, for ever, o 
the Right, &c. of the ſaid -Infant 
and of his Succeſſors, to the ſaid 


States. In this Year died Thomas 
Earl of Coning ſly; the learned Dr. 
Samuel Clarke ; Sir Richard Steele, 
well known by his celebrated and 
elegant Writings; Peter Le Neue, 
Norroy King at Arms, a learned 
Herald; Mr. Abel Boyer, Author 
of the French Dictionary, &e. the 


opened the Seſſion of Parliament 
with a moſt gracious Speech; in 
which he told them, that we had, 
at length, concluded an abſfolure. 
Peace with the Crown of Spain. 
In this Seflion the Penſion-Bill was 
paſſed by the Commons, but thrown 
out in the Houſe of Lords. There 
were alſo great Debates in the 
Houſe of Commons, relating to 
ſome Works carrying on at Daatirk, 

Ff4 for 


ders to demoliſh the ſaid 


cil of the 
that all the Fines, ariſing from 
thoſe Perſons that were nominated 
for Sheriffs, ſhould be appropriated 


440 . | 
for the Repair of the Harbour, Qc. 


Complaint of which was made to 


ave Or- 
orks, or 
any that were erected contrary to 
the Treaty of Utrecht. On May 15, 
his Majeſty made a Speech from the 
Throne, and the Parliament was 
rorogued. The ſame Day, the 
ord Viſcount Townſhend reſigned 
the Seals, as one of his Majeſty's 
Principal Secretaries of State, and 
his Commiſſion of Lord Lieutenant 
of Norfolk; Lord Trevor was ap- 
Prefident of the Council, 


the French Court, which 


inte 
| Tord WilmingtonKeeper of the Pri- 


vy-Seal, and Henry Pelham, Eſq; 
Pay-Maſter of the Forces, There 
were alſo ſeveral other Removes 
and Promotions. Near this Period 
died, of the Small-Pox, Peter II. 
the young Czar of Muſcovy, and 
was ſucceeded by Anne Ducheſs- 
Dowager of Courland, Daughter 
of Jobs Half-Brother of Peter the 
Great. The noted Colonel Francis 
Charteris received Sentence of 


Death, at the Old- Baily, for a 


Rape committed upon the Body of 
Anne Bond, his Servant Maid; but 
his Majeſty was pleaſed to grant 
him a Pardon, ſome favourable 
Circumſtances appearing in his 
Caſe. 

On April zo, the Common Coun- 
ity of London agreed, 


for building a Manfion-Houſe for 
the Lord Mayors of that City. 
In June, ſeven Indian Chiefs, of 


the Cherokee Nation, brought over 


dy Sir Alexander Cumming, in the 


Fox Man of War, Captain Arnold, 


were introduced to the Royal Fami- 
ly at Windſor. 


They were after- 
wards carried to ſee the Toaver, 
Greenwich Hoſpital, and other Places, 
where they were received and en- 
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tertained with great Reſpect. After 


na, in October, greatly pleaſed with 


ons, in favour of his Son, Charls 


liament met; and amongſt other 


Courts of Fuſftice ſhould he in the El- 


_—_ apreed to Articles of Peace 
and Commerce with the Zngl;jp, 
before the Lords of Trade and Plan. 
tations, they embarked for Carol. 


their Reception and Treatment in 
England. 1 

On the gth of Juby, St. Barth 
lomew's Hoſpital being taken down, 
in order to be rebuilt, the Founda- 
tion-Stone of the new Edifice was 
laid by Sir Richard Brocas, Lord 
Mayor. | 
In Auguſt, Victor Amadeus, King 
of Sardinia, abdicated his Domini- 


Emanuel, the preſent King: And 
in the Beginning of October, Freq: 
rick TV. King of Denmark and 
Norway, deceaſed, in the 60th Year 


of his Age, od was ſucceeded by 
his Son Cöriſfian VI. The Affairs 
of Europe ſtill continued, notwith- 
ſtanding the late Treaty of Sevill, 
in great booms rene The Empe- 
ror was obſtinately bent againſt the 
Introduction of Spani/þ Troops into 
1:aly, and inſiſted on neutral Troops, 
and made great warlike Preparati- 
ons to maintain' the Rights of the 
Empire in that Country. Sah, 
on the other hand, was impatient 
for the Execution of the Article 
relating to the Spaniſb Garriſon 
and Don Carles, and preſſed the 
Allies cloſely on that Head, and, in 
Reſentment at their Delay, detained 
the Effects of the Flatilla. All thele 
Diſputes, however, ended in the 
Treaty of Vienna, next Vear, and 
putting the favourite Spaniſ Scheme, 
with regard to Tracy, into Execution. 

On January 21, 1731, the Pat 


Acts, the Act, that all Proceedings is 


liſh Language, was paſſed. V! 

the 2th of May, the 1 = . 
| ving made | 4 

prorogued, after n — 


Article 
rriſons 
ed the 
and, in 
etained 
!] theſe 
in the 
ar, and 
cheme, 
cution. 
he Par- 
t other 
ding. 11 
the En- 
1. On 
ent Was 


ade the i 


ecellar] 


neceſſary Proviſions for the publick 


Service. 


On the 4th of June, this Year, 
the Town of Blandford, in Dorſet- 
Hire, was, except a few Houſes, 
conſumed by Fire; and the very 
next Day, another dreadful Fire 
broke out at Tiverton, in Devon- 
ire, which conſumed 200 Houſes. 
In July, the Name of William Pul- 
teney, Eſq; was ſtruck out of the 
Liſt of Privy-Counſellors, by his 
Majeſty's Command, and he was 
alſo ordered to be put out of all the 
Commiſſions of Peace, all on account 
of his being the ſuppoſed. Author 
of ſome Writings againſt the Mea- 
ſures of the Court. On the 14th 
of the ſame Month, Sir Charles 


' Wager, with a Fleet of twelve ca- 


pital Ships, failed from Spitbead. 
At the Beginning of Auguſt he en- 
tered the So of Cadiz, and being 
united with the Spax;/4 Squadron, 
arrived, in O2ber, at Leghorn, where 
they landed the Spani/þ Troops; 
and ſoon after, Don Carlos arrived 
in Italy. Sir Charles with his Fleet 
returned to Spithead. in December. 


About the Middle of October, the 


Duke of Lorrain (late Emperor of 
Germany) arrived in England, incog. 
and after having all the Honours 
and Reſpects ſhewn him due to his 
Rank, returned to the Continent on 
the 8th of December. Charles Boyle, 
Lord Orrery, Inventor of that uſeful 
Machine, the Orrery, died this Year, 
On January 13, 1732, the Parlia- 
ment met, whom his Majeſty ac- 

uainted that his Expectations of 


ſeeing the Tranquillity of Europe 


perfectly reſtored, were now Fully 
anſwered, The two principal Af- 


fairs that came before the Houſe this 


Seflion were thoſe of the Charitable 
Corporation, and the fraudulent Sale 
of the Derquentwater Eſtate. In 
the former, it being made ap 

to the Houſe, that the ſaid Corpo- 


* 
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ration had been defrauded of the 
greateſt Part of their Capital, by 
their Managers, amounting to ſe- 
veral hundred thouſand Pounds, 
and that the Proprietors were be- 
come great. Sufferers thereby, and 


many of them reduced to the ut- 
moſt Diſtreſs, Mr. Robinſon, Mem- 


ber for Great Marlow, Sir Robert © 


Sutton, and Sir Archibald Grant, 
were expelled the Houſe of Com- 
mons, and the Eſtates and Effects 
of all the Managers were ſubjected 
to the Relief of the Sufferers. In 
the latter, Dennis Bond, Eſq; and 
Mr. Serjeant Birch, were expelled 
the Houſe, as being guilty of a 
notorious, Breach of Truſt, Sc. as 


- Commiſſioners and Truſtees of the 


forfeited Eſtates. Sir John Eyles, 
for Irregularity, &c. was repri- 
manded, in his Place, by the 
Speaker; and the Thanks of the 
Houſe were given to Lord Viſcount 
Gage, for his Detection of this frau- 
dulent Sale, and the Contracts for the 


ſaid Sale were made void. On the 


ſt of June the Parliament broke up, 
and ſoon after his Majeſty ſet out 


for Hanover, and returned from 


thence at the latter End of September. 
In this Year a Charter was granted 
for the Eſtabliſhment of the Colony 
of Georgia, and a Corporation was 
eſtabliſhed for the Relief of the poor 
Widows of Sea-Officers. The Spa- 
ziards alſo took Oran from the Moors. 
At the latter End of the Year, Vicor 
Amadeus, late King of Sardinia, 
after ſeveral fruitleſs Attempts ts 


reſume his abdicated Crown, de- 


parted this Life. 
The Parliament met, on January 
16, 1733- The moſt important 


Affair that came before them, was 


the famous Exeiſe Scheme, which 
was a Project for bringing Tobacco 


and Wines under the Laws of Ex- 


Ciſe, and thereby preventing Frauds 
in the Revenue, This Attempt 
| ra—aiſed 
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raiſed great Diſcontent long before 
it was propoſed to the Houſe, 
whilſt it was depending, and after- 
wards ; and innumerable Pamphlets 
and Papers -were publiſhed for and 
againſt the Meaſure, which raiſed 

a great Clamour againſt the Mini- 
ſry. . Petitions againſt any new Ex- 
Ciſe, or the Extenſion of the Exciſe 
Laws, were preſented ; and the 
City of London, and many other 
Places, delivered Inftruftions to 
their Members to beſpeak their Op- 
poſition. However, a Motion was 
made in a Committee of the whole 
Houſe, on March 14, which occa- 
foned a very long and warm De- 
bate; and V eſtminſter-Hall, and all 
the Avenues of the Houſe, were 

crowded with People. The Que- 
ſtion was carried in the Committee 
by a Majority of 61, there being 
471 Members in the Houſe. It was 
n alſo, carried in the Houſe, 
249 againſt 189, and a Bill was or- 
dered to be brought in accordingly. 
It was brought in, April 4, and read 
a firſt Time, and ordered to be read 
a ſecond Time, on the 11th. But 
the Alarm was now ſpread to the 
moſt diſtant Parts of the Nation; 
the Cry was, Liberty and Property, and 
zo Exciſe ! and on April 10, the She- 
riffs, Aldermen and Commons of 
London, in a Proceſſion of 200 
Coaches, attended by great Crowds 
on Foot, went to Weſiminſter-Hall, 
with a Petition, humbly praying to 
de heard, by Council, againſt the 
Bill. The Queftion for allowing 
them to be heard by their Council, 
was carried in the Negative, by ſo 
ſmall a Majority as 17. Next Day 
Petitions - came from Coventry and 
Nottingham againſt the Bill; and the 
Order of the Day being read for 
its being read a ſecond Time, in- 
Read of reading it, Sir Robert Wal. 
pole made a Motion, that the Bill 
ſhould be read a ſecond Time, on 
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try. 
Majeſty went to the Houſe and put 


the 12th of June next; which was 
agreed to, nem. con. and fo there 
was an End of this famous Scheme 
the Fate of which cauſed great Re. 
joicings both in Town and Coun. 

On the 13th of June, his 


an End to the Seſſion, after havin 
paſſed an Act for giwin 80,0001. 
to the Princeſs Royal for her Portion, 
in Marriage to the Prince of Orange. 
About that Time, the Earl of c 
terfield, Lord Clinton, the Earl of 
Stair, the Earls of Burlington and 
Marchmont, Lord Cobham, the 
Dukes of Bolton and Montroſe, re- 
ſigned the ſeveral great Poſts they 
held of his Majeſty, being greatly 
diſſatisfied with the Conduct of the 
Miniſtry. On the 7th of Novenber, 
his Serene Highneſs the Prince 
of Orange arrived, in the Fubls 
Yacht, at Greenwich, proceeded in j 
one of the King's Barges to the 
Toaber, and from thence, in one of 
his Majeſty's Coaches, to Somer/et- 
Houſe, 457 þ the next Day, was re- 
ceived by the Royal Family with 
the greateſt Reſpect. Soon after, 
his Royal Highneſs was taken very 
ill, which retarded his Marriage for 
ſome Time. At the Beginning of 
this Year, a Diſorder, much like 2 
Cold, attacked all Sorts of People, 
and proved fatal to many, particu- 
larly thoſe in Years ; ſo that, in one 
Week, the laſt in January, the 
weekly Bills were at the amazing 
Height of 1588, being more, by 
600, than bad died in any one Week 
ſince the great Plague. A horrid 
Murder was committed on one Mrs. 
Duncombe, Elizabeth Harriſon, her 
Cay ry and the Maid Servant, 
in Tanfield-Court in the Temple, and 
the Chambers robbed ; for which 
Sarah Malcolm, a Chairwoman, who 
appeared to be the ſole Perpetrator 
of the bloody Act, was executed near 


the Place where the Murder was com · 
mitted. 
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mitted. The Broad Pieces of 25s 
and 238. were called in this Year. 
In the Beginning of February, Au- 
guſtus, King of Poland, Elector of 
Saxony, departed this Life, which 
Event was productive of a War; 
for the King of France concerted 
Meaſures to raiſe his Father-in- 
Law, King Staniſlaus, once more, 
to that Throne, whilſt the Raſſians, 
at all Events, reſolved to ſupport 
the Intereſts of Auguſtus, Elector of 
Saxony, Son of the late King. In 
this Reſolution they were joined by 
the Emperor; and the Raſſians en- 
tered Poland, with a formidable 
Army, in the Month of Auguß. 
However, Gtaniſlaus,, who had 
come privately into Poland, was 
elected King by the Intrigues of 
the Primate, but was ſoon obliged 
to fly out of the Kingdom ; and in 
Oober, Auguſtus was choſen and 
ing; and the Saxon 
Troops, thereupon, alſo entered 
Poland, Meanwhile, the Kings 
of France, . Spain, and Sardinia, 
made War upon the Emperor, 
both in Germany and Ttaly. The 


French Army, commanded by the 
== Duke of Berwick, paſſed the Rhine, 


and befieged and took Fort Kehl; 
and the Army of the Confederates, 


| in Italy, took Tortona, Novara, 
Pavia, Milan, and ſome other 
1 Places, before the Concluſion of 


the Year. In vain the Emperor 
demanded, nay, implored the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of the Maritime Powers; 


| for the Dutch ſoon entered into a 


Neutrality with France, and we, 
in concert with the States, employ- 
ed ourſelves in Mediation, inſtead 
of affording the defired Aſſiſtance. 


The famous Dr. Tindal, Author of 


Chriſtianity as old as the Creation, 


2 Book which made a great Noiſe, 


but which has been learnedly and 
ſolidly refated, to the great Credit 


; of Revelation, died this Year. 


On January 17, 1734, the Par- 
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liament met, and the Seſſion was 
opened with a Speech from the 

hrone, as uſual; in which his 
Majeſty obſerved, That the War 
ewhich aas now carried on againſt 
the Emperor, by France, Spain, and 
Sardinia, avas become the Object of 
the Care and Attention of all Europe; 
and though he was no way engaged in 
it, and had had no Part, except. by his 
good Offices, in theſe Tranſactions 
which had been declared to be the 
principal Cauſes and Motives of it, 
he could not fit regardleſs of the preſent 
Ewents, or be unconcerned for the fu- 
ture Conſequences of a War under- 
taken and K - fo powerful an 
Alliance. reat Debates aroſe in 
this Seſſion, on a Bill, for prevent- 
ing the Officers of the Army from being 
deprived of their Commiſſions, other- 
wiſe than by a Court-Martial, &c. 
but it did not paſs either Houſe ; 
alſo about the Place-Bill, and many 
other conteſted Points, On April 
16, his Majeſty gave the Royal 
Aſſent to an Act for ſettling 50001. 
er Ann. on the Princeſs Royal for 

Lie, an Act for preventing the 
infamous Practice of Stock-jobbing, 
and an Act for naturalixing the 
Prince of Orange; after which he 
made a moſt gracious Speech to 
both Houſes, and prorogued the 
Parliament, which two Days after 
was diſſolved. In February, the 
Earl of Scarborough reſigned his 
Place of Maſter of the Horſe. On 
March 14, the Nuptials of his 
Serene Highneſs the Prince of 
Orange with the Princeſs Royal 
were celebrated with great Magni- 
ficence, which occaſioned great Re- 
Joicings both in Town and Coun- 
try, and Addreſſes of Congratula- 
tion from all Parts, to their Ma- 
jeſties and the Prince and Princeſs, 
it being a Match very agreeable to 
the Nation in general. On April 
the 22d, the Prince and Princeſs 


embarked in the Fubbs Yacht for 


Holland; 
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Holland; and ſoon after their Arri- 
val, his Serene Highneſs ſet out to 
make the Campaign, under Prince 
Eugene, on the Rhine; and during 
his Abſence the Princeſs came to 
her Father's Court, and reſided here 
- untill the Prince, her Conſort, re- 
turned from the Imperial Army, 
when ſhe went to moet him, Great 
| Heats happened at the general 
Electiôns tor Members to the new 
Parliaments particularly in the 
Choice of ſixteen Peers for Scot- 
land; upon which ſeveral Peers en- 


tered their Proteſt, and a Petition 


was preſented at the Meeting of 
the new Parliament; which occa- 
fioned long and warm Debates. 
The War, in 1734, was carried on 
by the Confederates, with great 
Succeſs, againſt the Emperor. Two 
moſt bloody Battles, at Parma and 
Guaſtalla, were fought with doubt- 
ful Succeſs. Don Carlos took Poſ- 
ſeſſion of Naples, and was declared 
King thereof, and of Sicily, which 
laſt was ſoon reduced alſo to his 
Obedience, Upon the Rhine the 
French took Philigſburgh, before 
which their General, the Duke 
of Berwick, natural Son of Fames 
IT. loſt his Life, in the Trenches. 
Dantzick was reduced to the Obe- 
dience of King Auguſtus, after a 
grievous Siege, by the Ruſſian Ar- 
my. In this Year died the fa- 
mous Critick, Mr. John Dennis, the 
laſt Claſſick Wit of Charles the Se- 
cond's Reign; Sir James Thornhill, 


the celebrated Hiſtory-Painter ; Pe- 


zer Lord King, late Lord Chancel- 
lor of Great-Britain;, Dr. Thomas 
Fuller, an excellent Phyſician ; and 
4 Viſcount Barrington, of the 

ingdom of Treland, who was ex- 
pelled the Houſe of Commons, in 


the late Reign, for his Concern in 


the Harbourg Lottery. 

On January 14, 1735, the new 
Parliament met, and again made 
choice of Mr. Ozfow for their 


5 


Gone 


Speaker. On the 23d, his Ma; 
opened the Seſon with a Key 
gracious Speech from the Throne 
in which he ſaid, I have concur 
in a Reſolution taken by the Statt. 
General, to employ, without Loſs of 
ime, our joint and earneft Inflancy 
to bring Matters to a ſpeedy and hap. 
fy Accommodation (between the Pow. 
ers at War) before we ſhould come tb 
a Determination upon the Succours di. 
manded by the Emperor, &c. Thirty 
thouſand Men were voted for Sea 
Service, and 25,744 for Land Ser. 
vice, after great Debates. On 
May 15, his Majeſty put an End to 
the Seſſion, and two Days after ſet 
out for his German Dominions, 
having appointed the —_ Rex 
gent, from whence he did not re. 
turn untill October 26 following, 
In that Month the Hereditary 
Prince of Modena arrived in England, 
and during his Stay had great Ho- 
nours ſhewn him at Court and elſe. 
where. Sir John Norris was ſent, 
this Year, with a potent Fleet to 
the Coaſts of Portugal, to guard 
them from Inſults, and ſecure the 
Brazil Fleet from the Spaniard, 1 
Difference having ariſen between the 
Courts of Spain and Portugal, occa- 
ſioned by the Servants of the Pn. 
zugueſe Ambaſſador at Madrid re 
cuing a Criminal from Juſtice, who 
was afterwards violently taken out 
of his Houſe, and nineteen of his 
Servants made Priſoners. The Di 
ference however was ſoon made up, 
and the Fleet returned home, The 
War now began to flacken both in 
Ge and aby; and towards the 
Cloſe of the Year, a Suſpenſion a 
Arms was agreed to; and the nen 
Year a Treaty of Peace was figned 
by all the belligerent Powers, 


which, amongſt other Articles, 1 

was agreed, that France ſhould te- = 
ſtore all the Places taken from 1 
Empire; the Duchy of 7 


Duke of 


Lorr ain. 3 


ſhould be given to the 


| Torrain, after the Death of the 
_ Duke, at which Time Lor- 
rain was to be put into the Hands 
of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, and 
remain annexed to the French Mo- 
narchy ; King Stani//aus ſhould en- 
| joy all the . of a crowned 
| Head, be acknowledged King of 
| Poland, and then reſign that King- 
dom, voluntarily, in favour of 
King Auguſtus, who was to reſtore 
8 all $ranilans's Eftates in Poland; 
b aniſlaus was to have the imme- 
diate Poſſeſſion of the Duchies of 
| Lorrain and Barr; and Don Carlos 
ſhould be acknowledged King of 
Naples and Sicily. : 
On January 15, 1736, his Ma- 
jeſty opened the Seſſion of Parlia- 


0.0 ment with a Speech, in which he 
1: 3 WS felicitated both Houſes on the wy 
** = py Turn Affairs had taken in Fa- 
4 Hy ee. The Act of James I. againſt 
ie cConjuration and Witchcraft was 
Fat I repealed in this Seffion ; and the 
| en, famous Act for laying a Daty upon 
wy the Retailers of Spirituous Liquors, * 
SN and for licenſing the Retailers thereof, 
Ire. th commonly called the Gin Ad, was 
_ paſſed into a Law, after long and 
cen tis warm Debates. That Act took 
Occa- place on September 29, when a 
4 7 Gr double Guard mounted at Ken/ing- 
id rel os, the Guards at Sr. Fames's and 
E, who 7 -:chall were reinforced, a Guard 
en out as placed at the Rolli, (Sir Jeſepb 
of 5 ll, then Maſter of the Rolls, 
he Dil Saving been the principal Promo- 
ade up, er of the Bill) a Detachment of 
, The Life-Guards and Horſe- Grenadier- 
both in uards paraded in Covent. Garden, 
ards * nd other Methods were taken to 
nſion 0 uppreſs any Tumult that might 
he * lappen on that Account; but, con- 
ſigne rary to Expectation, every Thing 
vers, 1 Emained very quiet and tranquil, 
cles, N Dn the 2oth of May, his Majeſty, 
uld te. ter paſſing the A& for building a 
from the bridge acroſs the Thames at Weſt- 
Tufcal unſter, the Smuggling Ad, and 
Duke 0 me others, put an End to the 
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Seſſion. On the 17th of April, his 
Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales 
was 'married to her Serene High- 
neſs Auguſta, Princeſs of Saxe-Go- 
tha, who arrived from Germuny two 
Days before, which was followed 
by extraordinary Rejoicings, and 
Congratulations from both Houſes 
of Parliament, the City, the 'two 
Univerſities, &c. c. His Ma- 
jeſty went again to Hanover this 
Year; and I ſhall obſerve, once for 
all, that he. made many repeated 
Viſits to his German Dominions, 
untill ſome Time after the Break- 
ing out of the late War, when 
it was become dangerous to his 
Royal Perſon, the Flames thereof 
having ſpread into the EleQorate of 
Hanover. There was a great Spring- 
Tide on the 16th of February, 
which flowed ſo high as to exceed, 
by a Foot and a Half, all that had 


been known in the Memory of 
Man. Perſons were carried in 
Boats out of Weftminfter-Hall, 


which plied both there, and in the 
Palace-Yards. The Cellars in 
Weftminfter were filled with Water; 
the Privy-Garden and' Parade in 


St. Fames's Park were overflowed ; 


as was, in ſeveral Places, Tyoaver- 
Wharf; and the Cellars and Offi- 
ces, both above and below Bridge, 
upon the Banks of the River, 
were full of Water. About the 
ſame Time the Duke of Lorrain 
(late Emperor of Germany). was 
married to = eldeſt Arch-Ducheſs, 
now Empreſs-Queen of Hun 

and Wen 05 the 1oth of geil. 
that renowned General, Prince 
Eugene of Savey, departed this 
Lite, in the 73d Year of his Age. 
In Jah a moſt daring Inſult was 
committed, whilſt the Courts were 
fitting, in Veſtminſter-Halle The 
Gin Act, Mortmain Act, N eſimin- 


ſter-Bridge and Smugglers Acts, 


and the Act for borrowing 600,000/, 
from the Sinking-F — incloſed 
| in 
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in a Brown- paper Parcel, were 
blown up with Gunpowder, and 
partly burnt; for which Fact, one 
Nixon, a Nonjuring Clergyman, was 
apprehended, and convicted of it, 
ſentenced to pay 200 Marks, to be 
impriſoned for five Years, to-give 
Security for his good Behaviour for 
five Years afterwards, and to be 
brought up to the ſeveral Courts, 
then fitting, with a Label round his 
Head, . denoting his Crime. At 
the latter End of Juby, there were 
many Riots and Mobs, occaſioned 
by the Iriſb Artiſts underworking 
the Erglih in Spital- Fields, &c. 
which were not put an End to with- 
out the Interpoſition of the Civil 
Power, backed by Parties of the 
Horſe and Foot Guards, and Train- 
ed-Bands. But the moſt extraordi- 
nary Affair this Year, and which 
drew very ſerious Conſequences af- 
ter it, was that of Captain Porteous, 
Commander of the City-Guard of 
Edinburgh; who aſſiſting, with his 
Men, at the Execution of a Crimi- 
nal, fired on the Spectators, upon 
ſome Boys flinging Stones, &c. at 
the Executioner, as he was cutting 
down the Criminal; whereby 
ſeveral Perſons were killed, and 
others wounded; and all this with- 
out the Orders of the Magiſtrates 
attending. Hereupon Porteous was 
committed to Priſon, tried and ſen- 
tenced to Death, which was tobe put 
in Execution on September 8. But upon 
his Petition to-the Queen, then Re- 
gent, his Sentence was reſpited for 
ix Weeks, which Reſpite arrived 
at Edinburgh on the ad of September. 
This occaſioned a moſt tragical Ca- 
taſtrophe; for, on the 7th, a well- 
conducted Party of Men entered the 
City of EJinburgh, about Ten at 
Night, and by Surprize ſeized all 
the . Fire-Arms, c. belonging to 
the City-Guard, locked up the City- 
Gates, beat an Alarm, burnt the 
Door of the Priſon where Porteous 
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Rewards were appointed for the 
Diſcovery of apy of the Parties 


cellor, by his Command, made: 


on a Motion for an Addreſs to his 


ner his Majeſty enjoyed it before 


for ſettling a Dowry of 50,000 3 | 


was confined, after endeavouring in 
vain to force it open, forced him 
from his Apartment, and hanged 
him upon a Sign-Poſt, near the 
Graſs-Market. It was no wonder if 
from the Boldneſs, Secrecy and Suc. 
ceſs of this Enterprize, People were 
apt to believe that Perſons of more 
than vulgar Rank were concerned 
in it; eſpecially as, after the Exe. 
cution was over, they left the Arms 
and Drums on the Spot, and, of. 
fering no further Violence, quietly 
departed. The Cenſure of Par. 
lament, however, fell upon the 
City, and Lord Provoſt of Et. 
burgh, on the former a Fine of 
2000 l. was laid, and the latter wa 
incapacitated from holding any Of. 
fice of Magiſtracy at Edinduy), or 
elſewhere in Great- Britain; and 


concerned in the Murder of Port. 
ous, and puniſhing thoſe who ſhould 
knowingly conceal them : Not- 
withſtanding all this,. I do not re- 
member any of them were ever diſco- 
vered or apprehended for that Fad, 

The Parliament met on February 
1, 1737, and the Seſſion was open. 
ed by Commiſſion, his Majeſty be. 
ing indiſpoſed ; and the Lord Chan- 


Speech to both Houſes. In th 
Seſſion there were long Debates 


Majeſty, to ſettle 100, ooo l. jr 
Aun. on his Royal Highneſs the 
Prince of Wales, in the tame Man- 


his happy Acceſſion ; but a Ne 

ative was put upon the Queſtion, 
in both Houſes, in the Lords by 
a Majority of 63, and in the Com- 
mons by a Majority of 30, ſo that WW 
the Court Party prevailed, but ſeve- Bl 
ral Lords entered their Proteſts: Tit Wl 
Act to prevent Stockjobbing, that WY 


on the Princeſs of Wales, &c. &, 
: received 
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received the Royal Aſſent this 'Sef- 
fion, and on June 21 his Majeſty 
ut an End thereto. The Reſident 
rom Venice had, in the Interim, 
Notice given him to leave the Town 
in three Days, and the Kingdom in 
eight, for the Inſult offered to his 
ſajeſty's Crown and Dignity, by 
the Doge and Senate of Venice, in 
the great Honours ſhewn to the 
Pretender's Son, when in that City. 
At the Beginning of July, the Great 
Duke of Tu/cany deceaſed, by whoſe 
Death the Duke of Lorrain came 
to the actual Poſſeſſion of the Duke- 
dom of Tuſcany; and the Annuity 
of 4,500,000 Livres, paid him 
by France, agreeable to Treaty, 
till this Event happened, ceaſed. 


nn che Night, between the laſt 


Day of Ju and the firſt of ſug, 
her Nopal Highneſs the 5 
of Wales was ſafely delivered of a 
Princeſs, to the great Joy of the 
Nation, who was named Augu/ta ; 
ſoon after which; an — Br: 

happened between his Majeſty and 
the Prince of Wales, which, in its 
Conſequences, proved more than a 
mere Family Difference. All Perſons 


3 who paid their Court to the Prince 


and Princeſs were not ſuffered to 
ome into his Majeſty's Preſence, 
dr any of his Palaces; the Guards 
ere taken away from their At- 


4 tendance on the Prince and his 
onſort; and, in ſhort, all the 


Prince's Servants ſoon after joined 
he Oppoſition to the Meaſures of 
he Miniſtry, It may ſuffice, once 
or all, to recapitulate the reſt of 
heir Royal Highneſſes Offspring, 


reſent Moſt Sacred Majeſty) born 


2 Fane 4, 1738; 3. Prince Edward. 
» gts, (now Duke of York) born 


larch 25, 1739; 4. Princeſs Elixa- 
th-Caroline, born January 10, 174.1, 
nce deceaſed; 5. Prince Villiam- 


3 fury, (now Duke of Gloucefter ) born 


ovember 25, 1743 3 6. Prince Henry- 


each- 


hich are, 2. Prince 8 (his 
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Frederick, (now Duke of Cumberland) 
born November 7, 1745 ; 7. Princeſs 
Loui/a-Anne, born March 19, 1748-9; 
8. Prince Frederick-Wilkam, born 
May 24, 1750, ſince deceaſed ;- 9. 
Princeſs Caroline- Matilda, oO Fuly 
2, 1751. | 4147" oþ GR | 
op in Oecber 'a Deputation of the 
Merchants of London waited on his 
Majeſty, at Hampton-Court, with a 
Petition on the Behalf of themſelves 
and others trading to, and intereſt- 
ed in, the Briziþ Colonies in Ame- 
rica; ſetting forth, that the fair and 
lawful Trade to the Britiſb Planta- 
tions in America had been greatly 
interrupted, for many Years paſt, 
not only by their Ships being fre- 
quently ſtopped: and ſearched, but 
alſo forcibly and arbitrarily ſeized 
on the High-Seas, by Spaniſb Ships 
fitted out to cruize under the plau- 
ſible Pretence of guarding their own 
Coaſts ;' that the Commanders there- 
of, with their Crews, have been in- 
humanly. treated, and their Ships 
carried into ſame of the Spani/o 
Ports, and there condemned, with 
their Cargoes, in manifeſt Violation 
of the Treaties ſubſiſting between 
the two Crowns; c. Cc. and 
praying that his Majeſty would be 
raciouſly pleaſed to procure them 
peedy and ample Satisfaction for 
the Loſſes they have ſuſtained, 
Sr. % | | 
On November 20, at Seven o'Clock 
at Night, died, to the inexpreſſible 
Grief of his Majeſty, the Royal 
Family, and the whole Nation, 
Wilhelmina-Carolina, Queen-Conſort 
of Great-Britain, aged 54 Years 8 
Months and 20 Days. And on De- 
cember 17, her Remains were in- 
terred, with great Solemnity, in a 
new Vault, in Henry the VIIth's 
Chapel, in Neſiminſter- Abbey. 
On January 24, 1738, his Majeſ- 
ty opened the Seſſion of Parliament 
with a ſhort Speech; and on March 


16, the Veſt-India Merchants, who 


had 
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tion to the Spazi ations 
ſome Days 3 attended the 
Houſe of Commons, to make good 
the Allegations in their ſaid Pe- 
tition, which had ſuch an Effect, 


that on May 4, the Houſe of Lords 5 


preſented an humble - Addreſs to 
bis Majeſty, with ſtrong Reſolu- 
tions in Support of the undoubt- 
ed Rights of the Nation to a free 
Navigation in America, and againſt 
the Spaniſh Depredations and Cru- 
elties, and concluded with pro- 
miſing his Majeſty, in caſe his 
powerful Inſtances for eee 
Reparation and Satisfaction, an 
future Security to his injured Sub- 
jects, ſhould fail of their due 
ffect on the Court of Spain, they 
would zealouſly and chearfully 
concur in all ſuch Meaſures as 
ſhould become neceſſary for the 
Support of his Majeſty's Honour, 
the Preſervation of our Navigation 
and Commerce, Sc. His Majeſty, 
in Anſwer thereto, expreſſed his 
Senſibility of the Injuries ſuſ- 
tained by his trading Subjects in 
America, and aſſured them of his 
Care to procure Satisfaction and 
Reparation 'for their Loſſes, and 
Security for their future Naviga- 
tion, Se. Se. The Addreſs of 
the Houſe of Commons, and the 
King's Anſwer, were much to. the 
ſame Effect. On May 20, his Ma- 
jeſty put an End to the Seflion by a 
moſt gracious Speech. Great Na- 
val Preparations were made this 
\" Year, and Admiral Haddock failed 
with a Squadron to the Mediter- 
ranean. About the Middle of Oc- 
ober the Prince and Princeſs of Wales 
went to Bath, ſtaid there near fix 
Weeks, in which Time they paid 
a Viſit tg the City of rg, and 
were everywhere entertained with 
great Magnificence and Affection, 
and the utmoſt Joy and Satisfaction. 
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pulated Payment, c. Sc. The 


About the fame Time a Charter 
paſſed the Great Seal, for eſtabliſh. 
ing an Hoſpital, for the Mainte- 
nance and Education of expoſed 
and deſerted young Children, com. 
NE called the Foundling- Ha. 
2 öh 1, : 

The firſt Seſſion, of Parliament of 
the Year 1739; Was opened on Fe. 
bruary 1, and his Majeſty acquaint. 
ed both Houſes, in his Speech, that 
he had concluded a Convention 
with the King of Spain, wherein 
the latter had obliged himſelf to 
make Reparation to his Subjects, 
for their Loſſes, by a certain fti- 


Convention was publiſhed ſoon 
after, wherein it was principally 
agreed, that two Miniſters Plent- 
tentiary, on the Part of the tuo 
ations, - ſhould meet at Madrid, 
within ſix Weeks after the Day of 
— the Ratifications, there 
to confer! and finally . regulate the 
reſpective Pretenſions of the two 
Crowns, Sc. Sc. that his Ca- 
tholick Majeſty ſhould cauſe to 
be paid to his Britannick Majelty, 
the Sum of 9gg,ooo J. Sterling, 
Balance, which has .been admitted 
as due to the Crown and Subjeds 
of | Great-Britain, after Dedudion 
made of the Demands of the Crown 
and Subjects of Spain, &c. 8, 
This Sum of 95,000 J. was, by ? 
ſeparate Article, to be paid, dt 
London, within four Months after 
the Exchange of the Ratifications 
However, before the King of Spai 
ſigned this Convention, he declar 
by his Miniſter, that he reſerved 
to himſelf, in its full Force, the 
Right of ſuſpending the Aſſiento o 
Negroes, if the South-Sea Coll 
pany did not ſubject herſelf to pa Wi 
in 2 ſhort Term, the 68,000 Wi 
Sterling, which fhe has confeſſed 4 
is owing for the Duty on Negrs By 
No ſooner were the Contents wo © | 


4 
- 


ar EIT oy tO. * 
3 3 ; 
1 N 95 / v tan En 
SARS. bs F LY ne ERIE Eo SRO RT TI YT ar Sa Re 8 5 
8 5 ff. TUES OO RE Dae ORE TY 
XP \ *N AS O48 


EO EE EIN, COT OArER 
nes ne 


iter 
iſh- 
nte- 
oſed 
OM» 
H 


nt of 


Convention known, than great Mur- 
murs aroſe, and Complaints were 
every-where made againſt it: The 
Articles of a free Navigation and 
Commerce, without being viſited 
or ſearched, were, in effect, it was 
ſaid, given up, by referring them 
to the Diſcuſſion bf a wi eee 


Fe- ries; that the Reparation ſtipulated 
Aint- was only a pretended Reparation ; 
, that and, as to the 68,000/. ſaid to be 
ntion due to Spain from the South-Sea 
jerein Company, it was only allowed, as 
If to brought into the Account of a much 
jects, greater Sum, due to them from 
in & Szain ; and therefore the Company 
The refuſed to pay it, in the Manner it 

ſoon was demanded. The City of Lon- 
cipally oon, the Neſt-India and Briſtol 
Pleni- Merchants, &c. petitioned both 
he two RR Houſes of Parliament, complaining 
Madrid, of this diſgraceful Convention; and 
Day of there were very warm Debates in 
„ there both Houſes upon it, eſpecially on 
ate the the Motion for addreſſing his Ma- 
he two jeſty, and thanking him for laying 
11s Ca- it before them. However, it was 


carried for the Addreſs, in both 
Houſes: But forty Lords entered 
« their Proteſt; and a conſiderable 
Number of Members of the Houſe 
of Commons left the Houſe, and 
returned no more to it during that 


uſe t0 
Majeſty, 
ter ling, 
.dmitted 
Subjech 
edudtion 


e Crown WR Seflion ; which Departure and ab- 
Kc. Kc. ſenting themſelves from the Houſe 
8, by 2 became famous by the Term of the 
aid, t Sece/ſion, On June 14, his Majeſty 


ths after put an End to the Seſſion, after hav- 


fication wg given his Aſſent to many pub- 
of Spain lick and private Bills. | 

> declared And now the Rumour of a War 
| reſervel with Spain began to revive, not- 
orce, t withſtanding the Parliamentary Sanc- 
Aſliento al tion the Convention had received. 
7 Colt Several Meaſures taken by the Go- 


vernment gave Countenance to the 
earneſt Hopes and Expectations of 


1f to pe N 
the Nation; for the Land-Forces 


- conic Wl 

n Negros, ere augmented ; many Ships were 

ents r rat into Commiſſion, and there was 
Con: 
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a very hot Preſs for Seamen to man 
them; for which Purpoſe an Em- 
bargo was laid on all Merchant- 
Ships, outward bound, and ſeveral 
other Steps were taken, that. ſeem- 
ed to threaten an approaching Rup- 
ture. On Fuly 10, his Majeſty, in 
Council, ordered general Repriſals 
to be granted, againſt the Ships, 
Goods, and Subjects of the King of 
Spain; and on the 17th, Edward 
Vernon, Eſq; lately appointed Vice- 
Admiral of the Blue, ſet out for 
Portſmouth to take the Command 
of a Squadron deſtined for the Ve- 
Indies, who ſoon after ſet Sail. On 
September 5, the Spaniſh Miniſter 
and Agent both lett this Kingdom 
and returned home; and Mr. Keene, 
the Brirzh Miniſter, left Madrid 
about the ſame Time. On the 
Igth of October his Majeſty ſigned 
a Declaration of War againſt Spain, 
which was proclaimed on the 23d, 
in the uſual Manner, and at the ac- 
cuſtomed Places, amidſt innumera- 
ble Crowds of People, who teſti- 
fied their Satisfaction thereat. In 
his Declaration his Majeſty charges 
the King of Spain with breaking 
the Convention lately concluded, 
by not paying the ſtipulated Sum, 
admitted to be due to the Subjects 
of Great-Britain, in the Time ap- 
pointed. 

In ſome Time after this Decla- 
ration, an Account came from Ad- 
miral Haddock, of his having taken 
two rich Caracca Ships. 

On the 15th of Nowember, the 
Parliament again met; and on the 
23d, the two Houſes waited on his 
Majeſty with their joint Reſolution, 
which was as follows: Reſolved, 


by the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 


poral, and Commons, in Parliament 
aſſembled, that an humble Addreſs © 
be preſented to his Majeſty, as a 
dutiful Return to his gracious De- 
fire of the Advice of his Parlia- 


8 ment, 


ment, at this critical and important 
Conjuncture; and as a further Teſ- 
timony of our firm Refolution vigo- 


rouſly to fapport his we * in the 


Proſecution of the War againſt 
Sarin, humbly to befeech his Ma- 
Jeſty never to admit of any Treat 

of Peace with that Crown, unleſs 
the Acknowledgment of our natural 
and indubitable Right to navigate 
In the American Seas, to and from 
any Part of his Majeſty's Dominions, 
without being ſeized, ſearched, vi- 
fited or ſtopped, under any Pretence 
whatſoever, ſhall have been firſt 
obtained, as a Preliminary thereto. 
To this Reſolution and Addreſs 
his Majeſty returned a ſuitable An- 
fwer. A new Sect; called Methodi/ts, 
made therr Appearance this Year, 


the Diſciples of one Fh:tefield, a 


Clergyman of a warm enthuſiaſtick 
'Furn, and of two Brothers, named 
H#efley, which has fince found fo 
many Votaries, amongſt the common 
People, as greatly to alarm the 
Friends of fational Religion and 
true Piety. The Liverymen of 
London, this Year, gave a remarka- 
ble Inſtance of their Reſentment 
againſt thoſe who voted in favour 
of the Convention, by ſetting aſide 
Sir George Champion, Member for 
Ayleſbury, the next Alderman, in 
Rotation, to the Chair, from being 
Lord. Mayor, which Office he was 
never ſuffered to poſſeſs afterwards, 
becauſe he gave his Vote for that 
Meaſure. For ſeveral Years this 
Innovation occaſioned great Feuds 
in the City at the annual Election 
of a Lord-Mayor. One Margaret 
Patten, a Scots Woman, died in Sz. 
_— Workhouſe, Wefminſter, 
at the very extraordinary Age of 
138. : 

At the Beginning of the Year 
1740, a Motion was made in the 
Houſe of Commons, purſuant to the 
Inſtructions a great Number of the 
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Members had received from thets 
Conſtituents, for bringing in 3 
Place-Bill ; but it was carricd in the 
e by a Majority of 16, An 

d was put to the Seſſion of Parli. 
ament on the 29th of April. The 
two firſt Months of this Year were 
diſtinguiſhed by a moſt intenſe Froſ, 
which began on Chrifmas Day, 
1739, and continued almoſt eight 

eeks: The Thames was frozen, 


and Multitudes of People walked 


over that River, upon the Ice; 
Booths were erected, and a kind of 
Fair kept upon it. 


The Poor were 
very great Suffesers thereby, as the 
Price of Coals, and other Neceſſi- 


ries of Life, was very high, par 


ticularly towards the Cloſe of the 
Froſt. 

On the x3th of March, Captain 
Rentone arrived from Vice-Adminl 
Vernon, with the important Advice, 
that on the 21ſt and 22d of Woven. 
ber ult. the Admiral had made him. 
ſelf Maſter of the Town and Fort 
of Porto-Bello, with fix Ships oh: 
That he had blown up the Forti- 
cations, ſpiked up above eighty 
Iron Cannon, and brought away 4 


great Number of Braſs Ordnanc: Ra 
and much Ammunition, leaving te 
Harbour quite open and defencele. Ja 
No ſooner were theſe enlivenug Wb 
Tidings known to the People, u 

leon of Rejoicings overſpe WW 
the united Kingdoms, and Tread; 


a Pro 


Bonfires blazed in every Strect, and 


the Houſes were illuminated ; tl: Ju 


Shouts of Vernon for ever were heard 


from every Tongue; both Houſs 8 
of Parliament, the City of i» Wa 
don, &c. addreſſed his Majeſty apa 
the Occaſion; the Houſe of Con Wt 
mons ſent the Admiral their Than, Jr 
the City voted him their Freedom 


and his Head became the favouri® 
Sign for Publick Houſes, 
On the zoth of April, the 


of Argyle reſigned all his 


und- 
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under the Government. On May 8, 
the Eſpouſals of the Princeſs Mary 
with Prince Frederic of Hefſe-Caffel 
were ſolemnized, the Duke of Cum- 
Berland being that Prince's Proxy. 
Her Marriage- Portion, as provided 
by Parliament, was 40,000 J. and 
ſoon after the Celebration of her 
Efpouſats, ſhe ſer out, properly at- 
tended, for Heſe- Caſſel. The ſame 
Month died Fredericł-Milliam, King 
of Pruſſia, &c. and was ſucceede 

by his eldeft Son, the preſent mag- 
nanimous King of Pruſia. In June, 
a Camp was formed on Hounſ/low- 
Heath, which became a faſhionable 
Spectacle for all Ranks of People, 
whoſe Curiofity led them there in 
great Numbers. Sir Fohn Norris 
ſailed with a large Fleet from Spit- 
head, having hoifted his Flag on 
board the Vickory, in which his 
Royal Highneſs the Duke of Cum- 
berlant embarked as a Volunteer; 
but the Zion running foul of the 
Victory, did her ſome Damage, 
which forced the Fleet to put back; 
and the Wind diſappointing ſeveral 
other Attempts to ſail, the Nation 
was under great Apprehenſions on 
account of the Spaniſb Squadrons 
at Cadiz and Ferro, which joined 
ſoon after, and ſailed for the Weſt- 
Indies, as did a French Squadron 
from Bref and Toulon, which juſtly 
increafed the Fears of the Nation. 
However, the French Squadron re- 
turned home at the Beginning of 
the next Year, without having at- 
tempted any Thing. On the 2th 
of June, Advice was received that 


| the brave Vernen had taken the 


Town of Chagre and Caſtle of Lo- 
renzo, demoliſhed that Fort, and 
made a great Booty of Goods lying 
in the Cuſtom-Houſe, for the La- 
ding the Spaniſh Galleons. To- 
wards the End of Oæõber, Sir Cha- 
loner Ogle, with a large Fleet of 

Forts, with 
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an Army under the Command of 
Lord Cathcart, ſailed for the Weft- 
Indies; but that brave Officer dy- 
ing in his Paſſage, the Command 
of the Land Forces devolved upon 
Brigadier-General Wentworth. In 
Zanuary following, this Fleet arri- 
ved at Jamaica, and joined Admiral 
Vernon. On the gth of that Month, 
died his Imperial Majeſty, ſucceed- 
ed in his Hereditary Dominions by 
his eldeſt Daughter Maria-There/a, 
(married to the Duke of Lorrait 
and Tuſcany) who was 1 
Queen of Hungary, Bohemia, &c. 
&c. But notwithſtanding the Se- 
curity of the famous N 
Sauction, her Title to many of her 
Father's Dominions was diſputed 
by ſeveral of the Princes of the Em- 
pire, which produced à long War 
in Europe. In the ſame Month, the 
Czarina departed this Life, having, 
by Will, appointed Prince John, an 
Infant, Son of Duke Anthony Ulrick 
of Brunſwick, and the Princeſs Anne 
of Mecklenburg, her Succeſſor, and 
the Duke of Courland Regent. The 
Regent, however, was ſoon' turned 
out, and the young Czar's Mother 
ſucceeded him in that Truſt, till 
her Son was finally depoſed, and 
the Princeſs Elizabeth placed upon 
the Throne of the Raſfaßs. On Now 
vember 18, the Parliament met. On 
the 18th of the ſame Month a dread- 
ful Fire happened, at Charles-Town, 
in South-Cardina ; which deſtroyed 
the greateſt Part of that thriving 
City, to the Damage of ' above 
300,000 J. The Parliament grant. 
ed, the next Year, 20,000 J. for the 
Relief of the unhappy Sufferers by 
that dreadful Calamity. 

The moſt important Affairs that 
were debated in Parliament, in 


their laſt Seſſion, 1741, were, the 


Motion, in the Houſe of Peers, to 

addreſs bis Majeſty, to be informed 

what Demand of Succours had been 
Gg 2 made 
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made by the Queen of Hungary, and 
whether in Men or Money ; which 
was carried in the Negative: A 
Motion for a ſecret Committee to 
enquire into the Conduct of the 
War; which alſo was carried in 
the Negative: A Motion for an 
Addreſs, moſt humbly to adviſe 
and beſeech his Majeſty, to remove 
Sir Robert Walpole from his Preſence 


and Councils for ever ; which had, 


a Negative put upon it by a great 
Majority, as had a like Motion in 
the Houſe of Commons, by a Ma- 
Jority of 184. On the 8th of April, 
his Majeſty, in a Speech to both 


Houſes, informed them, that the 


Queen of Hungary had made a Re- 
quiſition of the 12,000 Men ftipu- 
lated by Treaty, whereupon he had 
demanded 6000 Danes and 6000 
Heſſians to be ready to march to her 
Aſſiſtance; and, as further Expences 
might be incurred after the Parlia- 
ment had broke up, he defired ſuch 


a Supply as might enable him to 


be prepared for all Events, Ce. 
Hereupon both Houſes aſſured his 
Majeſty, in very cordial Addreſſes, 
that if any Part of his Dominions, 
although not belonging to the 
Crown of Great-Br:itain, ſhould be 
attacked, &c. in Reſentment of his 
Majeſty's Meaſures, they would: ex- 
ert themſelves to the utmoſt in pro- 
tecting them. They then granted 
300,000 J. for the Support of the 
Queen of Hungary, and Sums to 
defray the Expence of the Danes and 
Heſjians. On April 25, the Parliament 
was prorogued, and on the 28th diſ- 
ſolved by Proclamation, and Writs 
ordered to be iſſued for the Election 
of a new one, returnable June 25. 
As to the Progreſs of the War 
in 1741, Admiral Vernon and Ge- 
neral Wentworth, in March, made 
themſelves Maſters of all the Forts 
and Faſcine Batteries which defend- 
ed.the Harbour of Carthagens, and 
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' mency of the Climate. 


were preparing to beſiege that Plæce, 
the Advice of which occaſioned 
great Rejoicings in England. But 


this Elation ſoon after received a 


Check, when the Intelligence arriv. 
ed, that after an bx” rs: ap Attack 
on Fort St. Lazarus, they had been 
obliged to raiſe the Siege of Cartha. 
gexa, and to re-embark the Troops ; 
which was performed, without an 
Loſs, on April 16 ; but they demo. 
liſhed all the Caſtles and Forts that 
guarded the Harbour : Beſides, upon 
the whole, they had deſtroyed fix 
Spaniſh Men of War, the like Num- 
ber of Galleons, and all the other 
Shipping in the Harbour, with the 
Loſs, in the whole Expedition, of 
about 1600 Men killed, or dead of 
Sickneſs, occaſioned by the Incle- 
The Sea 
and Land Officers mutually charged 
each other with the Miſcarriage of 
the Siege. Afterwards the Admi- 
ral, &c. ſailed from Jamaica, on an 
Expedition to Cuba ; and he enter- 
ed a fine Harbour, which he named 
Cumberland. Harbour, when they 
landed and encamped their Troops, 
and prepared to advance further into 
the Iſland ; but ſoon after, finding 
it an inconvenient Station, they re. 
turned to Jamaica. | 
The Spanzards landed 15,000 Men 
ſafely in Ealy, not one Britiſh Ship 
of War being in their Way to give 
them any Interruption. In the 
Mediterranean, a Spaniſh Squa- 
dron ſlipped by Admiral Haddect; 
but he purſued, and in a few Days 
ot Sight of it, off Malaga, and 
down upon them, in Order 
of Battle; but the French Fleet 


from Toulon being then near them, 


their Admiral ſent to tell Mr. 
Haddock, he had Orders to take 
the Spaniards under his Protecti- 
on; which obliged him to relin- 
uiſh the Attack, and bear away 


or Port-Mahon. Commodore 2 
f ily 
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after joined 
1410, ooo Men, under the Marſhals 
Broglio and Helleiſie, made himſelf 
Maſter of Lintz, and a little after 


; 3 logne an 


„who had been ſent with a Squa- 
Aron into the Sourzh-Szas, met with 
very tempeſtuous Weather, after 
| affin the Streights of Le Maire, 

y which the Severn and Pearl 
were ſeparated from him, and got 
into Rio Janeiro, in a moſt ſhattered 
Condition. A Spaniſb Squadron 
of five large Ships, which failed 
ſome Time before Mr. Anſon, loſt 
two of their Ships alſo, in ftormy 
Weather, in attempting to double 
Cape-Horn; and the reſt were forced 
to return to Nio de la Plata. Seve- 
ral rich Prizes were made by our 
Cruizers; but the Spaniards took 
gu Numbers of our Merchant 

hips, which bred great Diſcon- 
tents in England. he Battle of 
Mollauitæ was fought, with doubt- 
ful Succeſs, between the Pruſſtians 
and Auſtrians, in Sileſia ; however, 


WF the Profians kept the Field of Bat. 


tle. The EleQor of Bavaria, and 
the King of Poland, EleQor of 
Saxony, declared likewiſe againft 
the Queen of Hungary; the former 
took Poſſeſſion of the City and 
Caſtle of 8 and being ſoon 

y a French Army of 


appeared even in the Neighbour- 
hood of Vienna: Another Army of 
30,000 French Troops, under Mar- 
ſhal Maillebois, joined by a Body of 
the Troops of the Electors of Co- 

4 Palatine, marched into 
We/tphalia, and took Poſt upon the 
Frontiers of Hanover. As to his 


/i Majeſty, he entered Bohemia, 
and advanced towards Prague; and 
the Bavarians and French om 


turned off from Vienna, and joine 


; ; him, they took that City by Storm. 
Lo complete the Scene of Havock 
in Europe, the Sewedes,' in July, de- 


lared War againſt Ryſia; but a 


Nirge Detachment of their Army 


; ; being defeated by the Ruſſians near 
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Vilmanſtrand, that Fortreſs was, 
immediately after, taken from them 
by Aſſault. Upon the Revolution 
in Ruſſia, before mentioned, a Ceſ- 
ſation of Arms was agreed upon 
between the two Powers. | 
The Elections for the new Par- 
liament were carried on with great 
Animoſity by the oppoſite Court 
and Country Parties, as they were 
now ſtiled; and at that for W:/tmin- 
dier, a Party of Soldiers being call- 
ed, on Pretence of a Riot, the 
Poll-Books were ſhut, and the two 
Court-Candidates, Lord Sundon and 
Sir Charles Wager, returned by the 
High-Bailiff. It occaſioned warm 
Debates in the Committee of Elec- 
tions at the Meeting of the new 
Parliament; the Election was de- 
clared void, the High-Bailiff taken 
into Cuſtody, the Juſtices who ſent 
for the Soldiers reprimanded, and 
a Writ ordered for a new Election, 
when Lord Percival and Mr. Ed- 
win were choſen. When the Elec- 
tion was declared void, there were 
great Rejoicings throughout the 
City of We/ftminfler. The Court 
loſt this Election in the Houſe by 
a Majority of four only, which was 
a Prelude to more Mortifications, 
that were preparing for the Mi- 
niſter. a i 
On the Sth of September a great 
Hurricane, which paſſed almoſt all 
over the Kingdom, did great Da- 
mage, both on Shore and on the Sea- 
Coaſts. The 25 th of Nowember was 
obſerved as a Day of ſolemn Faſt- 
ing and Humiliation. | 
On December 1, the new Parlia- 
ment met, and choſe Mr. Orflow 
again thei Speaker; and, on the- 


4th, his Majeſty opened the Seſſipn 
with a moſt gracious Speech, where. 


in he repreſented the Dangers EA- 
rope was threatened with, by the Con- 
federacy for ſubverting the Houſe 
of Auſtria, and recommended to 
both Houſes a neceſſary Concern 

G g 3 far 
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for maintaining the Liberties of alſo ſoon after productive of Peace 
Europe at that important Criſis. between the Auſtriaus and Saxoy,, 
The Lords Addreſs, in Anſwer, In Hay, the Auſtrians and Sarg.. 


was particularly zealous and af- nians ſubjugated the whole Dutch 
fectionate, but that of the Com- of Modena; and, on the other Side, 9 
mons much cooler; and as ſoon as Don Philip made himſelf Mater | # 
the Motion for an Addreſs was of Chamberry, and of the greateſt | I 
agreed to, a Motion, that the Houſe Part of the Dutchy of Sarg. ; 
ſhould, 3 21, reſolve it- Commodore Martin, about the 1 
ſelf into a Committee of the whole ſame Time, with five Men of War c 
Houſe, to conſider of the State of and four Bomb-Ketches, appear. A 
the Nation, was agreed to, nem. ing before the City of Naples, com. 4 
con. On December 16, a great Con- pelled his Sicilian Majeſty to re- 3 
teſt aroſe about the Choice of a call his Troops, then acting in Con- 1 
Chairman of the Committee of Pri- junction with the Spari/h Army, and Z 
vileges and Elections, when Dr. Lee, to promiſe not to give them any A 
ſupported by the Country Party, further Aſſiſtance. This Officer 3 
carried it, by 242 againſt 238; had been detached, for that Pur- 5 
which was another fatal Blow to the ps by Admiral 1Matthews, who 2 
Court-Party. iad taken the Command of the 7 
In the Year 1742, the War was Fleet in the Mediterranean. 1 

"UH 


carried on with various Succels ; In America, Commodore 4»ſm, 
the Juſtrians made themſelves Maſ- who was feared to be loſt, doubled 
ters of the City of Munich, Capi- Cape Hern, and appeared in the 
tal of the Electorate of Bawaria, South-Seas, with two Men of War, 
and ſoon over-ran that Electorate; Admiral Vernon and General Went. 
and Prince Charles of Lorrain, with worth ſailed from Famaica, on an- 
another Auſtrian Army, having other Expedition to the Continent, 
driven the French and Bavariaus but were ſo retarded by contrary 
under the Cannon of Prague, laid Winds, they were obliged to r. 
Siege to that City: The French, turn to Jamaica without attempting 
upon this, threw themſelves into any Thing; and ſome Months after, 
the Place, and ſuſtained a Jong they both-arrived in England, Patt 
Siege; but, being reduced to great of the Fleet at Jamaica, with fone 
Extremeties, Marthal Belleiſſe found Land-Forces, took Poſſeſſion of the 
Means to get out of the Town, Ifland of Rattan, in the Bay of 
and made a memorable Retreat, Honduras, and fortified it. The 
though with great Loſs, after which Spaniards made an Attempt upon 
the City was ſurrendered to the Georgia, with a conſiderable Flett, 
Auſtrians; ſo that the Queen of and debarked 5000 Land- Force 
Hungary's Affairs began to aſſume upon the Iſland of Sr. Simon; but 
a promiſing Aſpect. The Battle of the brave General Oglethorpe, with 
Cza/iaw was fought, between the a Handful of Men, after defeating 
Pruſſians under their King, and the them in many Skirmiſhes, obliged 
Auftriens under Prince Charles, and them to retreat to their Ships u 
though the Praſſians kept the Field Confuſion, and return to Si. 4 
of Battle, neither Side could boaſt gu/zne. Þ 
of Victory. However, this Battle On Fanuary 13, Charles, Elecior = | 
was followed by a Treaty, con- of Bavaria, was choſen Empe py 
cluded at Breſſaau, between the two of Germany, at Franckfurt, notw1i- Bu 
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Auſtrians. Sixteen Thouſand Briti/h 
Troops were embarked for Flan- 
ders, which were ſome Time after 
joined by 16,000 Hanowerians and 
6000 He/ſians in Britiſh Pay; and 
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* the Earl of Szazr ſet out for Hol- 
eateſt land, as Ambaſſador Extraordinary, 
av. from whence he was to repair to 
the Flanders to take the Command of 
"War thoſe Troops. His Lordſhip, how- 
pear. ever, could not prevail on their 
com- High Mightineſſes to join with 
0 re- his Majeſty in making a Diverſion 
Con- in favour of the Queen of Hun- 
y, and gary, though he concluded a defen- 
n any five Alliance with them for his Ma- 
)fiicer jeſty's German Dominions. The 
Pur- Duke of Halſtein was this Year de- 
who clared Succeſſor to the Throne of 
oT the Ryfſia; and the Sawediſh Army be- 
ing driven out of Finland, the Ru/- 
FR Jans ſeized the whole Province, and 
oubled all their Magazines. 
in the Let me now take a Survey of 
Hwa. che moſt important domeſtick Tranſ- 
un actions of the Vear 1742. The 
on an- Merchants and Traders of Landon, 
\tinent, &c. petitioned the Houſe of Com- 
ont) ions, preferring a Complaint 
to ro. KY 2gainft the Lords of the Admiral- 
mpting W ty, that they negle&ed our Trade, 
i after, WE did not appoint proper Cruizers 
. Part and Convoys, &c. The Petition 
th ſome = was preſented by the Lord Mayor 
\ of the of London. And Petitions to the 
Bay of dame Effect were preſented from the 


The N | Lord Mayor, Aldermen and Com- 
mons of London; from Briftel, Li- 


l Fl ver pool, Glaſgow, and many other 
. Forces trading Places. On this the Houſe 
bot paſſed a ſevere Cenſure on the 
a” | Lords of the Admiralty, and or- 
Fe tin dered in a Bill for better protecting 
obliged (a and —_— Trade and Navi- 
hins n ation in Time of War: But the 
hg 4 = Bill was thrown out by the Lords, 
= and fo the Affair dropped. The 
Elector Þ Place-Bill was paſſed by the Com- 
Emperor Ws Son: but rejected by the Lords. 
notwith⸗ On February 2, the conteſted Elec- 


lun 
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carried againſt the Court, by a Ma- 
jority of 16, Sir Robert Walp 
the Houſe of Commons; on the 
gth, he was created Earl of . 
&c. and on the 11th he reſigned al 
his Employments. Hereupon, the 
Lord Carteret was made one of the 
Principal -Secretaries of State, and 
Mr. Sandys Chancellor of the Zx- 
cheguer, &c. both of whom had been 
in the Oppoſition to the late Mi- 
niſtry. Soon after, another great 
Champion in the Oppoſition, Mr. 
Pultezey, to the Surprize of every 
one, was created Farl of Bath. 
On March 21, a Motion was made 
in the Houſe of Commons for a 
Committee to enquire. into the 
Conduct of Nobert Earl of Orford, 
for the laſt ten Years, &c. Ce. 
which was agreed to by a Ma- 
jority of ſeven only. It was then 
agreed it ſhould bo a ſelect and 
ſecret Committee, of 21; which 
Committee was choſen by Bal- 
lot. This Committee made ſome 
Progreſs in the expected Enquiry, 
which, however, at laſt came to 
nothing, to the great Diſappoint- 
ment of every Friend to his Coun- 
try. On July 15, his Majeſty put 
as Kod 19 the Seon; on 3 
16, the Parliament met again; and 
on December 3, a Motion was made 
in the Houſe of Commons, for re- 
viving the ſecret Committee; but 
it was carried in the Negative: 
And great Debates aroſe in the 
Houſe about granting 657, 8881. 
for the Charge of Haucveriaꝝ 
Troops, from Auguſ 31, 1742, to 
December 25: 1743; but the Queſtion 
was carried in the Affirmative. 

Some Attempis were made, at 
the Beginning of this Year, by the 
Miniſtry, to bring about a Recon- 


ciliation between his Majeſty and® 


the Prince of Wales; but his Royal 
Highneſs, _—_— his dutiful 
Regard to his Majeſty, refuſed to 


go to Court whilſt Sir Robert Wal- 


G84 pole 
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pole preſided in his Majeſty's Coun- 
cils. On February 20, a Comet 
made its Appearance, and continued 
in our Hemiſphere for ſome Weeks. 
On Auguſt 17, a Pardon paſſed the 
Great Seal, to the famous Robert 
Knight, Eſq; Caſhier of the South- 
Sea Company in the fatal Year 1720. 
A Faſt was obſerved on the 10th of 
November. Many Ornaments of the 
Republick of Letters departed this 
Life in 1742, particularly, Dr. 
Edmund Hatlev, Aitronomer Royal; 
Lord Paget, Author of ſeveral Poe- 
tical Pieces; Dr. Thomas *Dower, 
a ſkilful Phyſician; Mr. Nicholas 
Ambhurſt, reputed Author of the 
Crafi/man, &c. Mr. Somerville, Au- 
thor of the Chace; Dr. Boulter, Arch- 
biſhop of Armagh, in Ireland, &c. 
In the Year 1743, great Debates 
aroſe in the Houſe of Commons 
in relation to the Contract for the 
Remittance of the Money abroad, 
neceſſary for the Publick Service ; 
but the Effects of the Enquiry ſet 
on foot for that Purpoſe were diſ- 
appointed; 520,000/, was grant- 
ed to enable his Majeſty to ſupport 
the Queen of Hungary, In the Houſe 
of Lords were very warm Debates 


on the Bill for Licenſing the Retail 


of Spirituous Liquors, which was 
oppoſed ſtrenuouily by the Bench 
of Biſhops; however, the Bill at 
length paſſed, and received the Royal 
Aſſent. On April 21, his Majeſt 

put an End to the Seſſion, after paſ- 
ſing the Bill for raiſing 1,800,000/, 
by Annuities and a Lottery, that 
for Relief of Inſolvent Debtors, 
Sc. and that for granting a Million 
out of the Sinking Fund, In his 
Speech he informed them, that he 
had ordered his Army to paſs the 
Rhine, as Auxiliaries to the Queen 
of Hungary, &c. &c. On December 1, 
the Parliament met again, and moſt 
of the Affairs that came before them, 
In this Year, were carried according 
to the Deſire of the Court. | 
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The War was carried on, this 
Year, with increaſed Vigour; the 


Britiſh Troops, with their Mercena. 


ries, entered Germany; and on Jun 
16, was fought the famous Battle 
of Dettingen, between the Allied 
Army, commanded by his Majeſty, 
in Perſon, and under him, by Lord 
Stair, and the French Army, com- 
manded by the Marſhal Duke 4% 
Noailles; when the latter was defeat- 
ed, and obliged to repaſs the Main 
with great Precipitation: But as the 
Allies were deſtitute of Proviſions, 
and were obliged, that Night, to 
continue their March towards Ha- 
'nau, leaving their Wounded to the 
Mercy of the Enemy, it gave a 
Handle to the French to boaſt of a 
Victory, which they had the Con- 
fidence to do, though all the fair 
Accounts of the Battle convinced 
the World of the contrary. A 


general Thankſgiving was ſolem- 


nized in Great-BHritain, on account 
of this Victory, c. Soon after 
this Battle, Lord Stair reſigned 
his Commiſſions of General of the 
Allied Army, Cc. upon ſome Dil- 
guſt he had taken at the Manage- 
ment after the Battle. In O&ober 
the Allied Army marched back to 
Flanders, to take up their Winter- 
Quarters there; and the States of 
Helland ſent to that Army, aftergreat 
Deliberation, in September the Rein- 
forcement of 20, ooo of their Troops. 
The Auſtrians, under Prince Charles 
of Lorrain, defeated, on the 28th 
of April, the Bavarian Army com- 
manded by General Minuzz?, near 
Braunau, taking that General and 
two others Priſoners, and again got 
Poſſeſſion of Munich, and the whole 
Electorate of Bavaria. which they 
had been obliged to abandon ſome 
Time before. Soon after, the Frea 
Troops, under Broglio, ſeparating 
from the Imperial Army, the Em: 
peror concluded a Treaty of he 


U 1 
"x 
= 
"0 
1 
I 
Io 
oi 
© 


. 


59 Jay” 


this 
the 
cena- 
Tune 
zattle 
Illied 
jeſty, 
Lord 
com- 
ke 4% 
efeat- 
Main 
as the 
ſions, 
ht, to 
s Ha- 
to the 
ave 2 
t of a 
Con- 
e fair 
vinced 
3 
ſolem- 
ccount 
after 
ſigned 
of the 
je Diſ. 
anage- 
OAober 
ack to 
Vinter- 
tales of 
er great 
e Rein- 
Oops. 
Charles 
e 28th 
y com- 
7, near 
ral and 
ain got 
> whole 
ch they 
n ſome 
French 
arating 
| Em- 
Peace 
with 


GEORGE I 457 


with the Queen of Hungary on the 
15th of July. In Augu/t, Prince 
Charles endeavoured to ſhift the 
Seat of War, by attempting to paſs 
the Rhine, above Briſac, but was 
repulſed, and forced to relinquiſh 
his Deſign, and marched back into 
Bavaria. In 1taly, the Battle of 
Campo Santo was fought between 
the Auſtrian and Sardinian Army 
under Count Traun, and the Spa- 


niſþ Army commanded by Count 


Gages; which was a very bloody 
Action, and the Spaniards were, at 
length, obliged to retreat. Jon 
Philip attempted a Paſſage into 
Piedmont, near Chateau Dauphine, 
but was repulſed by his Sardinian 
Majeſty; and Admiral Matthews 
obliged the Genoe/e to lay up the 
Cargoes of ſeveral Spaniſh Veſſels, 
laden with Ammunition and war- 
like Stores, which had taken Shel- 
ter in the Port of Genoa, in the 
Caſtle of St. Bonifacio, there to re- 


i f main until the End of the War. 


In America, Commodore An/on, ac- 
cording to the Advices received 
this Year, had taken ſeveral valu- 
able Prizes, in the Sourh-Seas, and 
plundered the Town of Payta ; 
and Commodore Kzowwles attacked 


Ia Guiara, but was obliged to give 
over his Enterprize. 


Many rich 
Captures were made from - the 
Enemy, particularly, the Pierre 
Jaſepb, taken by the Squirrel Man 
of War; the Sz. Joſeph, a Spaniſh 
Regiſter Ship, worth 100,000 /. 
taken by the Foavey; and another 


| Prize, of the ſame Value, was taken 


by the Monmouth. A Treaty was 
concluded at Worms, in September, 


between Great- Britain, Hungary, and 


Sardinia, in which the former en- 
aged to pay to Sardinia, during the 
ar, an Annual Subſidy of 200,000 /. 
Sterling ; and Final was to be taken 
from the Genogſe, and given to the 


King of Sardinia, 


The other moſt remarkable 


Events of this Year were, the 
Death of the famous Cardinal 
Fleury, Prime Miniſter of France, 
aged 89; of the Elector of Mentx; 
and of M. Campillo, Prime Miniſ- 
ter of Spain. I he Remains of the 
Regiments lately in the West- 
Indies returned home, who were 
ſcarce the Shadow of them when 
ſent out; as an Inſtance of which, 
General Blaſteney's Regiment, which 
went out 800 ſtrong, now conſiſt- 
ed only of eight Men. The Scorch 
Regiment of Highlanders, upon 
a Report of their being to be ſent 


to the Y/:/-Tnaies, mutinied; and 


150 deſerted from that Corps, and 
marched Northward ; but were 
overtaken, obliged to ſurrender, 
and brought Priſoners to the Tower: 
Three of them were ſhot, and' the 
reſt tranſported to ſerve in the Re- 
ag in Jamaica and Georgia. 

n October 19, the Princeſs Louiſa 
ſet out for Germany, and was ſoon 
after married to the Prince Royal 
of Denmark; and on the 27th of 
December, Prince Charles of Lorrain 
was married, at Vienna, to the 
Arch-Ducheſs, Mary Anne, Siſter 
to the Queen of Hungary. In that 
Month another Comet appeared, 
and continued in View a long 
Time. 

General Mackinto/þ, a Rebel Com- 
mander in 1715, Dr. Cheyne, a 
celebrated Phyſician, Mr. 4infworh, 
Compiler of the Latin Dictionary, 
Admiral Sir Charles Wager, John 
Campbell, Duke of Argyle, and 
many other celebrated Perſons, de- 
ceaſed this Year. 

At the Beginning of the Year 
1744, the Nation was alarmed with 
the Rumour of an intended French 
Invaſion, in favour of the Preten- 
der, whoſe eldeſt Son, in December,, 
paſſed through Tah, in the Diſguiſe 
of a Span; Courier, embarked at 


Final, landed at Antibes, arrived 


at Paris, and even came to Calais. 
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A French Squadron ſailed up the 
Channel,” and had got as far as 
Dungeneſs, and Troops were actu- 
ally embarking at Dunkirł, though 
War had not been declared between 
the two Nations. Hereupon, his 
Majeſty, in a Meſſage to both 
Houſes, informed them of the 
Freach Deſigns; in Anſwer to 
which, they jointly preſented a 
loyal Addreſs, which was fol- 
lowed by others from the City.of 
London, and moſt Corporations in 
the Kingdom, expreſſing their Ab- 
horrence of the French Attempt, 
and promiſing to ſtand by his Ma- 
jeſty with their Lives and Fortunes. 
Many Regiments were marched 
towards the Southern Coaſts, and 
Sir John Norris put to Sea with a 
formidable Squadron; but upon 
his appearing in Sight of the French 
Fleet, off Dungene/s, they made the 
beſt of their Way back to Bre: 
Some of their Tranſports having 
been loſt alſo in the Road of Dun- 
&irk, and others damaged, their 
Deſign was, for that Year, laid 
afide. A Proclamation was iſſued, 
in February, for putting the Laws 
in Execution againſt Papiſts and 
Nonjurors; and on March 2, the 

Habeas Corpus Act was ſuſpended. 
On the 18th, z000 Dutch Troops 
arrived at Grawe/znd, and ſoon af- 
ter 3000 more, agreeable to a De- 
mand made by his Majeſty, pur- 
fuant to Treaty. And now France 
threw off the Maſk, under which 
' ſhe had fo long concealed her In- 
tentions, by declaring War againſt 
Great-Britain, March 4, at Paris; 
which was ſoon followed by a 
counter Declaration on our Part, 
to the great Joy of the Nation, 
which had long reflected, with In- 
dignation, upon the many Inſults 
we had received from that faithleſs 
People. The Dutch, who upon 
fuch an Event were to ſupply us 
with twenty Men of War, did 

| 5 | | 


GEORGE I. 


vouchſafe to ſend five or fix, which 
for any Service they were of, might 
as well have aid at home. The 
Elector of ——— and Landgrave 
of Heſſe, refuſed their ſtipulated 
Succours, until we had an Arm 
formed in Hanover ſufficient to pro- 
tet them; the Ruſſians alledged 
it was too late in the Year to give 
us the Aſſiſtance we had a Right 
to demand; and the King of Pruſia 
inſiſted we were the Appreſlors, 
and therefore would ſend us no 
Succour. In April, the French alſo 
declared War againſt the Queen 
of Hungary, * the Queen of 
Hungary againſt France in the ſuc- 
ceecing Month; and a few Days af. 
ter, a Treaty was concluded, at 
Franckfort, between the Emperor, 
King of Pruffa, the Elector Pala- 
tine, and King of Saveden, 28 
Landgrave of Heſe-Caſſel, for mu- 
tual Defence, getting the Empe. 
ror's Titles acknowledged, and his 
Dominions reſtored. On the firſt 
of May the French King arrived 
at his Army, near Life, of 121,000 
Combatants, and, in a few Days, 
took Poſſeſſion of Warneton, Cour- 
tray, Haſlebeck and Pont du Pierre, 
without Reſiſtance. On the 7th, 
he inveſted Menin, which ſurren- 
dered on the 24th. On June 15, 
Ypres alſo ſurrendered to his Arms; 
and ſoon after, Fort Kneoque and 
Furnes; none of thoſe important 
Places being provided with fuf- 
ficient Garriſons, and the Allied 
Army too weak to attempt their 
Relief. Meanwhile, the Auſtria 
Army, under Prince Charles of 
Lorrain, was attempting a pow- 
erful Diverſion, and, by Stra- 
tagem, actually paſſed the Rhine, 
above Landau, maugre all the 
Vigilance of M. Coigiy. who com. 
manded the French and Imperial 
Army in Al/ace ; for the Emperor 
had now brake his late TO e. 
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Charles laid Alſace under Contri- 
bution ; and thereupon the French 
King marched towards the Rhine, 


with the pou Part of his Army, 


leaving about 50,000 Men in Flan- 
gers, under the Command of the 
famous Count Saxe. But though 
the Allied Army was now fuperior 
to the French, they never, during 
the reſt of the Campaign, offer - 
ed to attack them, or to retake any 
of their late Conqueſts. The great 
Expectations from Prince Charles's 

afing the Rhine, were likewiſe 
— diſappointed by an Event that 
was little expected. The King of 
Pruſſia, taking up the Cauſe of the 
Emperor, broke the Peace alfo with 
the Queen of Hungary, and at the 
Head of a powerful _ entered 
Bohemia, made himſelf Maſter of 
Prague, and, ſoon after, of almoſt 
the whole Kingdom. This fudden 
Irruption obliged Prince Charles 
to repaſs the Rhine, which he did, 
without any Lofs, Yugu/? 12, in 
order to march to the Relief of. Bo- 
hemia. He was followed by two 
French Armies, one of which laid 
Siege to Straſburgb, and the other, 
in Conjunction with the Imperial 
Forces, recovered Poſſeſſion of Mu- 
nich and the greateſt Part of Bava- 
ria, Conſequently, the King of 
Prufia, whilſt his Friends thus di- 
verted their Attention to other Ob- 
jects, was obliged to abandon Bo- 
hemia, and fly before the Auſtrians, 
who had been reinforced with 
20,000 Saxons. Friburgh was ſur- 
rendered to the French on October 
24, after a very brave Defence; 
and the Caſtle was not given up 
until November 16; after which 
the French Army, on that Side, 
attempted nothing during the reſt 
of the Campaign. In 7aly, Prince 
Lobkoawitz, drove the Spaniard: into 
the Kingdom of Naples, at the Be- 
ginning of the Year, where they were 
Rgain joined by his Sicilian Ma- 
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jeſty's Troops. On the 10th of 
July, N. S. a ſmart Action hap- 
pened at Velletri, where the Auftri- 
ans were very near taking Priſoners 
the King of Sicily and Duke of 
Modena in their Quarters, in that 
Town. Soon after, upon Prince 
Charles's repaſſing the Rhine, Prince 
Lobhowitz was obliged to march 
into Lombardy, to ſupport his Sar- 
dinian Majeſty, and was now, in 
his Turn, cloſely followed by Count 
Gages with the Spaniſb Army. On 
February 11, Admiral Matthews 
came up with, and engaged, the 
united French and Spaniſh Fleets, 
who had juft left the Harbour of 
Toulon, and would, no doubt, have 
quite demoliſhed them; but Ad- 
miral Zeffock, with his Diviſion, 
either would not, or could not, 
come up to engage; fo that the 
Enemy eſcaped in the Night, , have- 
ing had one Spaniſh Ship, of 60 
Guns, burnt, and ſeveral others 
diſabled. Our Squadron, which, as 
Admiral Zefock did not engage, was 


much inferior to the Enemy, ſuſ- 


tained no great Loſs; ſave that 
Captain Corzwa/l)}, the brave Com- 
mander of the Marlborough, was 
killed, with 43 of his Men, and 
120 were wounded. Our Squadron, 
by conſtant Storms, and contrary. 
Winds, was obliged to bear away 
for Port-Mahon, whilſt the Enemy 
took Shelter in the neareſt Ports 
of Spain. Soon after, Leftock, have- 
ing been ſuſpended by Admiral 
Matthews, arrived in England, as 
did Admiral Matthews himſelf in 
September, of whom more will be 
heard in the proper Place. The 
Britiſh Squadron thus abſent from 
the Coaſt, Don Philip, with the 
Spanih Army, and their French 
Auxiliaries, under the Prince of 
Conti, paſſed the Far, and made 
themfelves Maſters of Nice, and ſoon 
after forced the Piedmonte/e Intrench- 
ments at Montalbas and PFilla- 

; Franca, 


WW 
Franca, though with a great Loſs 
of Officers and Men. The Spaniards 
then poſſeſſed themſelves of Oregl:a, 
but a little while afterwards were 
forced to abandon it, and retire to 
Chateau Dauphine, with much Loſs. 
In July, the combined Army made 
an Attack on Chateau Dauphine, 
Demont and the Piedmonteſe Intrench- 
ments on that Side, which at 
length they carried, with the Loſs 
of between 4 and 5000 Men. Coni 
was, upon this, inveſted by them; 
but they were forced, after ſuffering 
conſiderably, to riſe from before 
that Place, occafioned by the vi- 
gorous Defence of the Garriſon, and 
the throwing in of a large Succour 
by his Sardinian Majeſty. Many rich 
French and Spaniſh Prizes were ta- 
ken, this Year, by our Fleets and 
Cruizers; and it was computed we 
Had above 11,000 French Seamen, 
Priſoners in England, at the Cloſe of 
it. Many of ours were alſo taken, 
particularly the Northumberland Man 
of War, of 70 Guns, Captain Vat- 
ſon, two of his Lieutenants and ma- 
ny of his Men, being killed in the 
Engagement. On June 14, Commo- 
dore Anſon, in the Centurion, ar- 
Tived at Sz; Helen's, whereby he 
completed his Voyage round the 
World. He brought with him the 
Treaſure and Produce of the Cargo 
of an Acguapuleo Ship, which he 
took, Fune 30, 1743, near the 
Philippine Iſlands, after having re- 
fitted his Ship at Canton, in China, 
amounting, in the whole, to above 
a Million Sterling. On Fuly 27, 
Sir 7ohn Balchen ſailed ſrom Spit- 
head, with a formidable Squadron, 
which was joined by ſeveral Dutch 
Men of War; but that gallant 
Commander was, ſoon after, wreck- 
ed in his Ship the Vickory, one of 
the fineſt Firſt-rates in the Navy, 
which was loſt with her whole 
Crew, conſiſting of 1000 Men, 
among whom were 100 Gentle- 
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men, Volunteers, either by founs 
dering at Sea, or running upon 2 
Rock, near the Race of Alderny ; 
for the Truth of this unfortunate 
Event could never be diſcovered 
as no one Soul on board was ever 
after heard of ; though ſome of the 
Vickory's Upper Works, c. have 
fince been driven on the French 
Coaſt, and elſewhere. His Majeſty 
ſettled a Penſion of 500 l. per Ann. 
on his Widow. In America, Deputy. 
Governor Hedge, of the Iſland of 
Anguilla, in the W:/?-Indies, drove 
the French out of their Half of the 
Iſland of Sz. Martin; and the In- 
habitants of the Iſland of Sr, Har- 
tholomew declared themſelves his 
Britannick Majeſty's Subjects. The 
French took and burnt our Fort 
of Canſo, in Nowa-Scotia, after 
making the Garriſon Priſoners of 
War. 

But now let me recapitulate the 
other Tranſactions of the Year 
1744. A general Faſt was obſerved 
in England, on April 11, His Ma- 
jeſty put an End to the Seſſion of 
Parliament, on May 12, with a 
moſt gracious Speech from the 
Throne. The Prince of Faf- 
Frie/land dying on May 14, that 
Principality devolved on the King 
of Pruſſia. On June 20, a Pen- 
ſion of 4000 J. per Ann. was grant- 
ed to Robert: Earl of Orford, in 
Confideration of his long and faithful 
Services. Street-Robberies were ar- 
rived to an enormous Height to- 
wards the Cloſe of this Year : The 
Robbers marched in Bands, armed 
with Piſtols, Cutlaſſes, and Blud- 
geons, and were ſo daring as even 
to plunder and maim People in 
broad Daylight, until, by proper 


Rewards and vigorous Meaſures, a 


Stop was put to ſuch notorious 
Villainy. The Colchefter Man of 
War, of go Guns, was loſt, on Oc- 
zober 25, being run upon the Sands 


between the Long-Sand and Kentif 
| Knut, 
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and the States-General, 

1 King of Poland. On February 18, 
M. Belleiſe, and the Chevalier his 
brother, were brought Priſoners to 
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Knock, and 40 of her Crew periſhed. 
On Nowember 27, the Parliament 
met, and the Seſſion was opened 
with a moſt gracious Speech from 
the Throne, The moſt remarkable 


the Year 1744, were, Dr. De/agu- 
liers, the eminent Mathematician ; 
Mr. Pope, the celebrated Poet; John 
Anſtis, Eſq; Garter King at Arms, 
a learned Genealogiſt ; Mr. Jacob, 
Author of the Law Dictionary; Mr. 
Theobald, the Poet; and Sarah, Du- 
cheſs-Dowager of Marlborough, Re- 
li& of the immortal 7% Duke of 
Marlborough. 

| At the Beginning of the Year 
1745, Charles the VIIth, Emperor of 
Germany, and EleQor of Bavaria, 
| departed this Life, at Munich, and 
was ſucceeded in his Electorate by 


his eldeſt Son, Maximilian-Fo/eph, 


who, upon the Auſtrians gaining a 


complete Victory over the French 
Army, and taking their General, M. 
Segur, Priſoner, on April 4, at Pfaf- 
fenhofen, being obliged to fly from 
Munich, concluded a Peace with the 
Queen of Hungary at Fueſſen. 

On Fas 4 his Hasegy ac- 
quainted both Houſes, that he had 


concluded a Treaty, in. Conjunc- 


tion with the Queen of Hungary 
with the 


BS £:g/and, having been both taken 
at the Cloſe of the Year, at Elbin- 
Lerode, in the Electorate of Hanover, 
as they were paſſing through that 


Place, without any Paſſport, for 
1 Berlin. 


After being kept here till 


Auguſt 13, which occaſioned many 
Altercations with the Court of France, 


and in fine turned out neither to our 


onour nor Advantage, they were 


? 4 Jet at Liberty, and embarked at Do- 


er, for Calais. On the 28th, we 


ad an Account of a moſt terrible 


Perſons, that departed this Life in 


GE II 461 


Hurricane, which happened at Ja- 
maica, on October 20, 1744, in which 
eight of the King's Ships and Veſ- 
ſels, and 96 Merchant Ships, were 
ſtranded, wrecked, or foundered at 
Sea. On March 12, his Royal 
Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland 
was conſtituted Captain-General, 
and Commander in Chief, of all his 
Majeſty's Forces, and on April 5, 
ſet out for Flanders to take the Com- 
mand of the Allied Army : And the 
French having inveſted Tournay, the 
Duke, on May 1, in the Morning, 
attacked them in their Camp near 
Fontenoy, when the Right-Wing of 
the Confederate Army, conſiſting 
chiefly of the Britiſh and Hanovweri- 
an Troops, bravely drove the Ene- 
my before them, though they were 
encouraged by the Preſence of their 
King ; but not being well ſupported 
by the Left-Wing, and continually 
galled by numerous Batteries in 
Front, and many Redoubts on the 


Right-Flank, the Army retreated 


about One, which they did in good 
Order, as far as Aeth, unpurfued by 
the Enemy, In this Action, which 
ſerved for no other Purpoſe than to 
diſplay the unfortunate Bravery of 
the Engliſh and Hanoverians, we loſt 
Major-General Ponſonby and Lieute- 
nant-General Sir James Campbell; 
and 7347 Men, Officers included, 
were killed, wounded or miſſing. 
However, from the Number of Of- 
ficers killed and wounded on the 
Enemy's Side, their Loſs muſt be 
ſuppoſed to be much more conſider- 
avle; they being four Lieutenant- 
Generals, four Major-Generals, and 
three Brigadiers, killed; two Lieu- 
tenant-Generals, three Major-Ge+ 
nerals, and twenty-two Brigadier- 
Generals, wounded, many of whom 
died of their Wounds: Hereupon 
Zournay ſurrendered, June 8; and 
ſoon after the French became Maſters 
of Bruges and Ghent, ; 
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On April 18, after a long En- 
uiry, and warm Debates, the 
Houſe of Commons addreffed his 
Majeſty, that the Admirals Mates 
thews and Leftock, and ſeveral Cap- 
tains and Lieutenants of the Squa- 
dron in the Mediterranean, might 
be ſpeedily tried by a Court- 
Martial ; and his Majeſty informed 
them he would give Orders accord- 
ingly. On May 2, after Jonny 
ſach Bills as were ready for the 
Royal Aſſent, his Majeſty put an 
End to the Seffion with a very 
gracious Speech from the Throne. 
On May 24, his Pru/ian Majeſty 
defeated the combined Army of 
Auſtrians and Saxons, under Prince 
Charles of Lorrain, at Fricdburg, 
on the Borders of S:///a. On 
July , Captain Breit, in the Lion, 
of 58 Guns, had a very obſtinate 
Engagement, which continued 
from Five o' Clock in the Aftenoon 
till Ten at Night, with a French 
Ship of War, of 64 Guns, and 
at length obliged her to ſheer off, 
with a Frigate of 16 Guns in her 
Company. The Lion had 45 Men 
killed and 107 wounded. The fame 
Month, two Briſtol Privateers, un- 
der the Command of Captain Tal- 
bot, made two rich Prizes, from 
Peru, of the Value of 7 or 800,000 /. 


« 


Sterling; and ſoon after, the joy- 


fal News arrived, that Commodore 
Warren, and Mr. Pepgerell, Com- 
mander of the New-Fngland Forces, 
on the 16th of June, made them- 
ſelves Maſters of the Town and 
Fortreſſes of Loui/burgh, (and of the 
whole Ifland of Cape-Breton) after 
a Siege of 49 Days, in which the 
rau New. England Forces gave the 
moſt amazing Proofs of Fortitude 
and Bravery, For this Service the 
Commocore was raiſed to a Flag, 
and Mr. Pepperell was created a 
Baronet. On Avrgu/t 12, Offend 
was ſurrendered to the French; and 


Advice was received from Com. 
modore Barnet, that he had taken 
three rich French Ships, from Chi 
242. Theſe Ship the Commodore 
having ſold to the Dutch at Barg. 


via, it occaſioned a long and warm 


Diſpute between the French Court 
and the States-General. On 97. 
tember 1, the Grand Duke of 7220 
cany (Spouſe of the Queen of Hun. 
gary) was elected Emperor of Gen- 
many, at Franckfert : And on the 
19th, the Pruſſians defeated the Au. 
Arians, in the Battle of Staudentz, 
in Bohemia; and at the Cloſe of 
the Year, his Praſtian Majeſty de- 
feated the Combined Army of Au. 
ftrians and Saxons, near Dreſdin, by 
which he got Poſſeflion of Dr+/7y, 
and the whole Electorate of Saxen; 
which brought on a Treaty cf 
Peace between the victorious Mo- 
narch and the Emperor, and King 
of Poland, Elector of Saxony. On 
the 23d of September, the Court- 
Martial on the Admirals Martheu 
and Leftock, &c. began to fit, at 
Chatham. 

The Rebellion which broke out 
in Scotland, is the only remaining 
Tranſaction, of any Importance, 
that we ſhall take notice of, in 
the Year 1745. On the 6th of 
Auguſt, ſome Notices having been 
communicated to the Government, 
of ſuch an Attempt, aided by dhe 
French Court, a Proclamation was 
publiſhed, offering a Reward of 
30,000/, for tte Apprehending 
and Securing the eldeſt Son of the 
Pretender, in caſe he ſhould land, 
or attempt to land, in any ot his 
Majeſty's Dominions. On the 70, 
an Account arrived, however, that 
ſeveral Perſons had landed be- 
tween the Iſlands of ul and Si, 
one of whom, 1t was ſuppolec, v/as 
the Pretender's Son. The Frigate 


appeared to be the fame that wi 
in Company with the French Si 
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(as before obſerved) which was ſo 


gallantly engaged by Captain Breit. 


On September 5, his Majeſty ſent 
Notice to the Lord Mayor of Len- 
don, that the Pretender's eldeſt Son 
had landed in Scotland, and that 
ſeveral Perſons had aſſembled there 
and broke out into open Rebellion. 
Soon after Advice arrived, that the 
Rebels had marched Southward, 
given the Slip to General Cope, who 
had gone Northward to oppole 
them, and took Poſſeſſion of Perth 
on the 4th of September. On the 
13th, they paſſed the Forth, five 
Miles above Stirling, and on the 
17th took Poſſeſſion cf the City of 
Edinburgh ; all Oppoſition to them 
hitherto being weakly or wickedly 
managed. By this Time General 
Cope, who had, for greater Expe- 
dition, in his return Southward, 
embarked his Troops, was arrived 
at Dunbar, 18 Miles Eaſt of Edin- 
burgh, and having landed his Forces 
and received a Reinforcement of 
two Regiments of Dragoons, which 
he had left behind him on his go- 
ing Northward, began his March 
towards that Capital. The Rebels 
did not wait to be attacked by him, 
but came out to meet him, and, 
on the 21ſt, at Day-break, they 
{et upon his little Army, at Preſton- 
Pans, ſeven Miles Eaſt of Edin- 


burgh, and totally defeated ir, and 


made moſt of his Infantry Priſoners, 
The Dragoons made their Eſcape 
to Berawick, with little Loſs, ſave 
that of the brave Colonel Gardiner. 
Theſe Advantages ſpread a gene- 
ral Conſternation throughout the 
Kingdom; but all Orders and 
Ranks vied with each other in diſ- 
playing their Loyalty, and Abhor- 
rence of this unnatural Rebellion: 
The City of London, &c. preſent- 
ed Addreſſes to that Purpoſe; ſe- 
veral Noblemen raiſed Regiments 
(which, however, were afterwards 


the Rebellion, 
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paid for by the Publick;) and 
many Aſſociations were entered into 
for the Support of his Majeſty's 
Crown and Dignity, and the Con- 
ſtitution in Church and State; a 
large Body of Britiſh, Dutch, and 
Haſſian Troops, were brought over 
from Flanders; and the Succeſs of 
and Dread of a 
threatened Invaſion from France, ha- 
ving cauſed a great Run upon the 
Bank, above 1100 Merchants and 
eminent Tradeſmen met, and ſub- 
ſcribed their Names to an Apree- 
ment not to refuſe Bank Notes in 
any Payment to be made to them. 
In Ireland, every vigorous and ſa- 
lutary Method was alfo purſued to 
prevent any Abetting of the Rebel- 
lion there by the Friends of France 
and Popery, and a Reward of 


50,000 J. was publiſhed, in purſu- 


ance of the Addreſs of the Jriſt 
Parliament, for apprehending the 
Pretender's eldeſt Son. On Octcber 
17, the Parliament met, and his Ma- 
jeſty received moſt zealous and loy- 
al Addreſſes upon this intereſting 
Occaſion; the Habeas-Corpus Att 
was ſuſpended, and an Act paſſed 
to enable his Majeſty to raiſe the 
Militia. On Ober 18, the Duke 
of Cumberland arrived from Flan- 
ders, and ſet out, on November 26, 
to take upon him the Command of 
the Army, then on its March into 
Lancaſhire: For the Rebels, now 
increaſed to 8000, had left Edin- 
burgh, on October 26, and, on No- 
vember 15, the City of Carlifle was 
ſurrendered to them; whereupon 
Field-Marſhal Fade, who command- 


ed an Army of Britiſb and Dutch 


Troops at Newcaftle, returned to 
that Town, having put himſelf in 
March, to relieve Carliſe, and ad- 
vanced as far as Hexham, for that 
Purpoſe, when he heard of its Sur- 
render, On the 24th, the Rebels, 
without any Moleſtation, arrived 

at 
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at Lancaſter, and on the 2gth took 
Poſſeſſion of Mancheſter, where they 
formed a Regiment of thoſe that 
had joined them in England, giving 
the Command thereof to Mr. 7 own- 
ler. In the Beginning of December 
they left Mancheſter, paſſed the Ri- 
ver Merſey, and advanced to Con- 
gleton, as if they intended to meet 
and engage the Duke of Cumber- 
land, whoſe advanced Guard was 
then at Newwcaſtle-under-Line; but 
ſaddenly they turned off to the Left, 
and marched into Derby/hire, ſeem- 
ing to have an Intention to flip by 
the Duke, and take their Way di- 
rectly to London; where, when this 
News arrived, it occaſioned the 
greateſt Conſternation imaginable : 
The Troops about London were or- 
dered to march and form a Camp 
upon Finchley- Common; the Run 
upon the Bank grew more preſſing; 
and all the publick Funds fell in 
their Price. On the 4th of Decem- 
ber, the Rebels entered the Town 
of Derby, and ſoon after, contrary 
to Expectation, began to retreat 
Northward, by the Route they came. 
As ſoon as the Duke of Cumberland 
got Notice of their Retreat, he ſet 
out in purſuit of them, with all the 
Horſe in his Army, and 1000 Foot 
Soldiers mounted on Horſeback. 
Marſhal Vade, who had marched 
Southward, as far as Wakefeld, after 
the Rebels, detached a conſiderable 
Body of Cavalry under. the Com- 
mand of Major-General Ozl:thorpe, 
for the ſame Purpoſe, and returned 
with the reſt of his Army to Nexw- 
caſtle, On December 18, the Duke 
came up with the Rear of the Re- 
bels at Clifton, in Northumberland, 
and, after a ſmart Attack, drove 
them from the Village, with Loſs. 
On the zoth, his Royal Highneſs 
retook Carli/ie, after a Siege of nine 
Days, making the KRebel-Garriſon 
Priſoners, their main Army having 


now reached Scozland, Thus thi, 
Matter ſtood at the Cloſe of ths 
Year, in the Courſe of which, Sir 
Robert Walpole, Earl of Orford, the 
Rev. Mr. Arthur Bedford, ſkilled in 
Chronology and the Oriental Ian. 
guages, Dean Sw//7, and James Nil. 
ler, formerly Duke of Ord, de. 
parted this Life. 

On January 5, 1746, his Royal 
Highneſs the Duks of FORO Be 
returned to Sf. Fames's ; and on the 
17th of that Month the Rebel Ar. 
my defeated the King's Forces, 
under the Command of Lieutenant 
General Haxuley, at Falkirk Mir, 3 
Mile South-Weſt of Falkirs, though 
the latter were much ſuperior in 
Numbers. MFHawley retreated to 
Linlithgow, and the next Day to 
Edinburgh, leaving ſome Cannon, 
Tents, 22 behind him. The Be. 
bels therefore returned to their ridi- 
culous Enterprize of beſieging the 
Caſtle of Stirling, though they had 
not Artillery ſufficient for the Pur- 
poſe, and one of the braveſt Off. 
cers in his Majeſty's Service, Ge- 
neral Blakenzy, to oppoſe, who was 
Governor of the Caſtle, Upon 
this Misfortune at Falk:rh, it wa 
thought expedient that the Duke of 
Cumberland ſhould take upon him the 
Command of the Army in Scotland. 
On the zoth, he arrived at Edinburgh, 
and, next Day, marched towerds 


Stirling; but, inftead of waiting or 


him, the Rebels, very precipitately, 
retired Northward, the Duke win 
the Royal Army following them, #5 
faſt as the Seaton and exceflive bad 
Roads would permit, fo that he 
did not arrive at Aberdeen till the 
27th of February, The Bean 
under their Hereditary Prince, ar- 
rived on the $th at Eaizburgy ; ff 
the Dutch Troops, it was now dil- 
covered, could not act, as they 
conſiſted of Part of the Garriſon 
of Menin, Ipres, &C. which had 


engage: 
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engaged not to ſerve againlt France, 
aid, accordingly, they were ſoon 
after fent home. 
Rebels reduced the Caſtle of [xwer- 
nei and Fort Auguſtus, and laid 
Siege to Fort William and Blair 
2 Caſtle, of 4:hol, but failed in both 
| = thoſe Attempts; 
Advantage in ſeveral Skirmiſhes 
with the King's Troops, in the 
= Highlands, &c. 
woas more than counterbalanced by 

the Loſs they ſuſtained by the Take- 
ing of their Ship, the Prince Charles, 
= (formerly the Hazard Sloop, ſur- 
> prized by them in the Harbour of 
* Montroſe) which they had fitted out, 

and ſent to France for Money and 

Arms; but in her Return, ſhe was 

= ſeized by Lord Loudoun's Men, with 

all her Crew and Cargo. The Duke 

was obliged to wait, at Aberdeen, for 
2 Reinforcement from England, and 
till the Sey ſhould become forda- 
ble; the Hefians with ſome Brittzfo 
Regiments taking Poſt at Perch, On 
April 8, his Royal Highneſs, with 
the Army under his Command, 

= marched from Aberdeen : 
L& 12th, he 
= Oppoſition, the Rebels retiring up- 
on his Approach, though they might 

have greatly obſtructed his Paſſage. 

On the I5th, the Earl of Cromartie 

and his Son, who, with 280 of their 

Men, had been in Caithne/?, to raiſe 
Money and Recruits for the Rebels, 
= were attacked by the Earl of Suther- 
luand's Militia, routed, and the Earl 
and his Son, 18 Officers and 185 
Private Men, made Priſoners. On 

April 14, at Night, the Duke with 


Mean-time the 


They had the 


which, however, 


On the 
paſſed the Spey without 


his Army arrived at Nairn, and be- 


b ing aſſured that the Rebels were en- 
4 camped at Culloden Houſe, near In- 


verneſe, and were reſolved to hazard 


X a Battle, he reſted the whole Day 
2X of the 15th, in his Camp at Nairn, 
X to refreſh his Men. 
the Rebels marched, with Intent to 


In the Night 


GEORGE. N 


attack the Royal Army before Day- 


Light ; but that Defign proved a- 


bortive, by reaſon of ſome Miſma- 
nagement amongſt them; where- 
upon they returned to Calloden. re- 
ſolving, in that Station, to wait for 
the Duke, who, on the 16th, march- 
ed from Nairn, between Four and 
Five in the Morning ; and at Two 
in the Afternoon the Engagement 
began. The Rebels, with their 
uſual Fury, attacked the Left Wing 
of the Royal Army, by which ſome 
Regiments of the firſt Line were put 
into Diſorder ; but thoſe Regiments 
being ſupported by the ſecond Line, 
and the Right Wing of the Rebel 
Army not being properly ſupported 
by their Left, the whole fell into 
Confuſion, and his Royal Highneſs 
obtained a complete Victory, with 
a very ſmall Loſs. His Army con- 
ſiſted of 15 Battalions of Foot, one 
Squadron of Horſe, two of Dra- 
goons, the Argyleſpire Militia, and 
a Part of Lord Loudoun's Regiment. 
The Rebels, according to our Ac- 
counts, were 8350 ſtrong; but their 
own made them no more than 5000, 
as they had not been able to aſſem- 
ble all their Forces together for want 
of Money and Provifons. This 
Victory put a final End to the Re- 
bellion; but the Duke continued 
with the Army ſome Time, to give 
proper Orders for ſecuring the Tran- 
quillity of the Country, whilſt the 
young Pretender wandered from 
Place to Place, among the Mountains 
and Weſtern Iſlands, and often with- 
out any Attendant, till two Ships, 
ſent on Purpoſe from France to the 
Coaſt, took him and about thirty of 
his Followers on Board, and landed 
him, worn out with Fatigue and 
Hardſhips, at Reſcourt in Britany. 


His Majeſty received Addrefles, to 


felicitate him upon this Victory, 


from both Houſes of Parliament, 


(who alſo voted their Thanks to his 
. h Royal 
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Royal Highneſs for his great and 
eminent Services, and ſoon after ſet- 
tled 25,000 JI. per Ann. on him and 
his Iſſue Male) and from the City of 
London, and all Parts of his Domi- 
nions. Nor were many Sacrifices 
made to the Publick Juſtice for their 
Concern in this unnatural Rebelli- 
on: An Act was paſſed for attaint- 
ing the Earl of Kelly, Viſcount Stra- 
thallan, Lord Pitfligo, and forty 
others, of High-Treaſon : The Earls 
of Kilmarnock and Cromartie, and 
Lords Balmerino and Lowat, were 
tried and found guilty, by their 
Peers; Cromariie was afterwards 
pardoned, as to Life ; and Kilmar- 
zock and Balmerino were beheaded on 
Tower-Hill, on Auguſt 18, and Lowat 
on April the gth in the ſucceeding 
Year. Charks Ratcliffe, Eſq; com- 


monly called Earl of Derawentwater, 


was alſo beheaded, on December 8, 
by a Rule of the Court of King's 
Bench, in purſuance of a Sentence 
paſſed upon him in 1715, for being 
concerned in the Rebellion that 
Year. As to the inferior Agents in 
the Rebellion, a very inconſiderable 
Number were executed, but a much 

eater tranſported to Anerica; and 
it is agreed, by all Parties, that no 
Government ever ſhewed more Mer- 
ey on ſuch an Occaſion. A Publick 
Thankſgiving was held on Ober 

„ for the Suppreſſion of the Re- 
bullion ; and the Duke, ſome 
Months before, on his Arrival in 
London, was received with the 
greateſt Teſtimonies of Regard, and 


welcomed, as our Deliverer and 


Preſerver, with every Species of 
Rejoicings that a grateful People 
could exhibit. 

.- Having thus connected into one 


View what relates to the Rebellion, 


J now proceed to the other remark- 
able Events of the Year. On Fe- 
Bruary 10, by reaſon of ſome Diſcon- 


tent, the whole Miniſtry were about 


$0 reſign their Places, as the Duke 


of Newcaſtle and Earl of n 


the Secretaries of State, really did; 
and the Earl of Granville was ap- 
pointed, pro Tempore, Secretary of 
State; however, after bringing 
their Royal Maſter to their own 
Terms, they again reſumed their 
ſeveral Functions. On Jugyft 12, 
after paſling the Act for . 
the Highlanders, and reſtraining the 
Uſe of the Highland Dreſs, and ſe. 
veral others, his Majeſty put an 
End. to the long Seſſion of Parliz- 
ment with a moſt gracious Speech 
from the Throne. On Nowenter 18, 
the Parliament met again, and the 
Sefion was opened with a Speech 
as uſual}, the principal Heads of 
which were echoed back in the 
Addreſſes of the two Houſes. The 
Court-Martial on the Admiral; 
Matthews and Leftock, &c. unani- 
mouſly acquitted the latter, and 
declared Mr. Matthews incapable 
of ſerving in the Royal Navy for 
the future. This Court-Martia), 
to the great Honour of our Conſti- 
tution, having come to ſome inſult- 
ing Refolutions, upon a Proceſs 
being ferve& upon one of their 
Members, from the Court of Com- 
mon-Pleas, tending to defame Lord 
Chief Juſtice Villet, were obliged 
to aſk Pardon, in open Court, of 
that Magiſtrate, and to publiſh 3 
Recantation in the London Gazette. 
In. 4uguft a large Fleet was aſſem. 
bled, with a Number of Tran 
ports, and a Body of Troops un- 

er General Sz. Clair, at Port/mouth, 
intended for Canada; but they 
were afterwards employed in an 
Expedition to the Coaſt of Franc, 
the Fleet being under the Com- 
mand of Admiral Ze/ock. On the 
20th of September, the 'Troops were 
landed, near Port Z' Orient, in Iii. 
tany, and having performed ve!) 
little for the Honour or Advantage 
of their Country, returned to Si. 
head, on October 26, with ſome m 
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As to the War upon the Conti- 
nent this Year, the French became 
Maſters of Bruſſelt, after 15 Days 


open Trenches, and made the Ga- 


riſon Priſoners of War. They then 
poſſeſſed themſelves of 4x:werp, and 
ſoon made ' themſelves Maſters of 
its ſtrong Citadel. Mons, St. Ghi/- 
lain and Charlercy, were ſoon, after 
reduced, as was the famous City of 
Namur on September 8, and its Cita- 
del on the .19th of that Month. 
On the zoth, M. Saxe gained a 
great Advantage over the Allied 
Army, under Prince Charles of 
Lorrain, near Liege, In their O- 
perations by Sea the French were 
not, however, ſo ſucceſsful; for 
having ſent a formidable Squadron, 
with 3000 Land-Forces on board, 
to the Weft-Tngies, as Convoy to a 
large Fleet of Merchant - Ships 
bound to that Part of the World, 
and afterwards to undertake ſome- 
what of Importance againſt us, 
in North- America, they met with 
ſuch Storms, and were afflicted with 
ſuch a Sickneſs, upon their Voyage 
to Chebucton Harbour in Nowa- 
Scotia, where they caſt Anchor on 
the 16th of September, that they 
could undertake nothing, and re- 
turned in a ſhattered and miſerable 
Condition to Europe. 
Auſtrians obtained, on June 4, a 
complete Victory over the combi- 
ned Army of French, Spaniards, 
Neopolitans, and Genoe/e, near Pla- 


ceniia; and ſoon afterwards the Ci- 


ty of Genoa was ſurrendered to 
them; but behaving in a very ſevere 
and haughty Manner to that ſub- 
gun People, irritated to the laſt 
Degree, they flew to Arms, and 
in a few Days drove the Auſtrians 
out of the Territories of the Re- 
publick, after having killed and 
made Priſoners great Numbers. 
On the other hand, Marſhal Brown, 
with an Auſtrian Army, paſſed the 


In 1taly, the 
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River Yar, and took Poſſeſſion of 
Vence, the firſt Town on that Sides 
in France; the French Troops, in 
their Retreat before him, having 
made the whole Country a Deſart. 
In this Year. deceaſed, Philip V. 
King of Spain; Chriſtian VI King 
of Denmark ; Mr. Southern, the Dras 
matick Poet; and the famous Ad- 
miral Leftect. | 1 
On Faxuary 7, 1747, A General 
Faſt was obſerved throughout Great- 
Britain and Ireland, to implore the 
Bleſſing of the Almighty on our 
Arms. On the 15th, many Varia- 
tions and Additions were made, by 
his Majeſty in Council, to the Or- 
ders concerning the dreadful Diſ- 
temper which had long raged a- 
ep the horned Cattle. On June 
17, his Majeſty put an End to the 
Seſſion of Parliament, after having 
paſſed an Act for taking away and a- 
boliſhing the Heretable Furiſdictions iv 
Scotland, Wc. and an Act for the 
King's moſt gracious, general, and free 
Pardon, out of which 86 Perſons 
were excepted, the chief of whom 
were the Earls of Traguair and Kelly, 
On the 18th, the Parliament was 
diffolved by Proclamation, having 
only ſat fix Years; and Writs were 
iſſued for the Election of a new one, 
to be returnable on Auguſt 13. On 
Nowember 10, this new tarliament 
met, and again choſe Arthur Onſlow, 
Eſq; for their Speaker. On the 
12th, his Majeſty opened the Seſ- 
ſion with a. moſt gracious Speech 
from the Throne, in which he in- 
formed both Houſes, that a Con- 
greſs was Sn agreed to be held 
at Aix-la-Chapelle, to bring about 
a general Paciiication. | 

With regard to the Progreſs of 
the War this Year, at Sea we gave 
the Enemy ſeveral remarkable Spe- 
cimens of our Naval Skill and Bra- 
very. On May 3, Vice- Admiral 
Anſon and Rear-Admiral Warren, 

H h 2 with 
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with a Squadron of 1 5 Ships and other rich Captures were alſo made 
two Sloops, fell in with a French this Year from our Enemies, parti. 
Fleet of Men of War and Mer- cularly Le Fort de Nantz, of 666 We 
chant-Veſſels, and after a warm Tons, 32 Guns, and 200 Men, 
Engagement, took ſix of their Men bound from La Vera Cruz and the 
of War, and three Faſ-India Com- Havanna to Cadiz, worth above 
pany's Ships fitted as Men of War; 300,000/. Sterling, by his Majeſty', 
our own Fleet ſuſtaining very little Ships the Glouce/ter, Captain Sau. 
Damage, no Officer of Rank being dert, and the Lark, Captain Cheap, 
killed, but the brave Captain Gren- In the War on the Continent we 
wille, of the Defiance. Great Re- were far from meeting with equal 
Joicings were made for this impor- Succeſs ; for Count Lowendahl, de. 
tant Succeſs ; and ſoon after, Mr. tached-with 25, ooo Men by Mar. 
Anſon was created a Peer, and Mr. ſhal Saxe, made himfelf Maſter of 
Farren, a Knight of the Bath. Part of the Dutch Frontier, by 
The French loft a Million and a taking Slays, Sas Van Ghent, and 
Half Sterling by this Defeat; 4000 the Iftand of Cadſand; which ſo 
Men were made Priſoners; and an rouzed the heavy, phlegmatick Hel- 
Expedition to the Ea/t-Indies, with landers, as procured a fudden 
another to America, were rendered Change in their Government: The 
abortive, Rear-Admiral Hawke, Populace roſe in all Parts of the 
alfo, being ſent with a Squadron to United Provinces, and compelled 
intercept a French Fleet bound to the their Magiſtrates to declare for 
Weft-Indies, fell in with them on having the Prince of Orange Stadt- 
October 14, and; after a very hot holder of all the United Provinces; 
Engagement, took two of their 74 in Conſequence of which, his Se. 
Gun Ships, one of 70, two of 64, rene Highneſs was, on April 22, 
and one of 50. The gallant Cap- 28288 at the Hague, Stadt- 
tain Saumarex, of the Nottingham, holder, Captain-General, and Ad- 
was the only Officer of Note killed miral-General, of the Seven United | 
in the Action. For this great Ser- Provinces. Count Lowendab!, in 
vice Mr. Hawke was promoted to May, reduced Hulſi and Arxtel, and | 
the Rank of Vice-Admiral, and cre- finiſhed, ſoon after, the Redutt- | 
ated a Knight of the Bath. Soon on of Dutch-Flanders. Mean-time 7 
after, our Cruiſers took 48 of the the French grand Army remained 
French homeward-bound Fleet from in their Cantonments, and the Al- | 
St. Domingo. On the 19th of the lies lay totally inactive in their 
fame Month, Captain Denis, of the Camps at Antwerp and between the WE , 
Centurion, took 17 Sail of the French Great and Little Nethe. But, m WA. i 
= 
t 
d 
: 
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Weft-India Fleet. In Nowtmber, the June, theſe two Armies came to 

Glorioſo, a Spaniſh Man of War, of Blows ; and a Battle was fought be. 

4 Guns and 750 Men, was taken tween the Left Wing of the Allied 

5 the Russel Man of War, in Con- Army, under the Duke of Cumber- 

Junction with the Royal-Family Pri- land, and the French under Marſhal 

vateers of Briftol: The Dartmouth Saxe, at Val, from which our Ar- 
of 50 Guns, Captain Fames Hamil- my was obliged to retreat with the BR ; 
ton, who had firſt engaged her, un- Loſs of 4000 Men, and Sir John / 
fortunately blew up; and, of the Ligenier and Count J/enbourgh were t 
whole Crew, only one Lieutenant taken Priſoners: But the French, ge 
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= toft above 8000 Men. After this 
Battle Count Lowendahl opened the 
== Trenches before Bergen-op- Zoom, in 
tze Night between the 14th and 
isch of July, which the Garriſon 


moſt gallantly and memorably de- 
fended until September 16, when it 
was taken by Storm, and the Re- 
mains of the Garriſon made a good 


. Retreat. In Tah, the French un- 


der the Chevalier Belleiſſe, having 
attacked the Piedmonte/e Entrench- 
ments upon the Heights of Exilles, 
were, on July 19, repulſed and de- 


feated by the Auſtrians and Pied- 


monteſe, with the Loſs of their Ge- 
neral and 6000 Men, who were 
ſlain, In America, the Iſland of 


F St. Bartholomew, ten Leagues to 


the Northward of St. Kits, was 
taken by two Engliſo Privateers ; 


2 but on the Continent, a Party of 


Engliſh in  Nowa-Scotia, under Co- 
lonel Noble, was defeated by a 
Body of French, Canadians, and 
Indians, under M. de Villiers; and 


5 the Colonel, with 140 of his Men, 


were killed upon the Spot, and the 
reſt taken Priſoners. In the Eaß- 
Indies, the French took from us 
Fort St. George, the Company's 
principal Settlement on the Coaſt 


1 of Coromandel. M. de la Bourdenaye, 


who took this Fort, was, at the 


beginning of the next Year, diſ- 


covered and made Priſoner on 


board a © Dutch Ship at Falmouth, 


ſoon after releaſed, and went to 
France, where he was ſeized and 
impriſoned in the Baſtile, and was 


i 5 obliged to ſacrifice great Part of 
the Riches, he had acquired in his 
Indian Expedition, to purchaſe his 


Liberty, and ſecure himſelf for the 
future, | 
The City of Zima, Capital of 


Peru, and Town and Port of Cal- 


Lao, according to Accounts received 
this Year, were ruined by a moſt 
"8 dreadful Earthquake, on Oæsober 
7. 1746: In the former, 1500 


Perſons 
ſwallowed up by the Sea, and 6 or 
7000 Perſons loſt their Lives. 

A Treaty was ſigned in June, 
between his Majeſty and the Cza- 
rina, whereby, in Conſideration of 
an annual Subſidy of 100,000 7. 
ſhe engaged to keep on Foot, du- 
ring the War, upon the Frontiers 
of Livonia, a Body of 50,000 Foot; 
and forty or fifty Gallies upon the 
Coaſts of that Province, to act 
in ſuch a Manner as his Majeſty 
ſhould require, in Aſſiſtance of his 
Allies. ik. 

In the Courſe of this'Year, John 
Earl of Szair; Lieutenant-General 
Wentworth ; Right Honourable Duun- 
can Forbes, Lord Preſident of the 
Seſſion in Scotland; Sir John 8had- 
well, the Phyſician; Mr. Welfted, 
the Poet; Michael Mattaire, Eſq; 
the noted Editor of the Claſſicks; 
Dr. Trapp, an excellent Divine and 
Critick; and Mr. Thomas Chubb, 
well known for his acute Polemical 
Writings, departed this Life : We 
had alſo advice of the Death of the 
famous Kouli Khan, Emperor of 
Perſia, who was murdered in his 
Tent, | | 

On February 24, 1748, the Duke 
of Cumberland ſet out for Flanders, 
to take upon him the Command of 
the Allied Army, and on the 29th 
arrived at the Hague; and ſoon af- 


ter, the Earl of Sandwich, and the 
other Plenipotentiaries, arrived at 


Aiæx- la- Chapelle. General Haddich, 
about the ſame Time, attacked the 
great French Convoy for Bergen» 
op- Zoom, defeated it, took 1000 
Priſoners, with great Numbers of 


horned Cattle, Hogs, Sheep, Sc. 


Sc. which much diſtreſſed the 
Garriſons of that, and the adjacent 
Towns. In the Night between 
the 15th and 16th of April, N. 8. 
the French opened their Trenches 


before Maeſtricbt, which capitu- 


lated on the 7th of May, N. S. and 
ANY - | the 


riſhed ; the latter was 
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470 | 
the Garriſon marched out, on the 
Toth, with all the Honours of 
War. The next Day Hoſtilities 
ceaſed in Flanders, purſuant to the 
Preliminaries ſigned at Aix, by the 
Miniſters Plenipotentiary of Great- 
Britain, France, and the States- 
General. At Sea, before thoſe 
Preliminaries were ſigned, the Mag- 
zanime, a French Ship of War, of 
70 Guns, was taken by the Netting- 
bam and Poriland: The Union, a 
French Regiſter-Ship, with 150, oool. 
and 30 of the French Convoy, that 
eſcaped Admiral Hawke, were ta- 


ken by the Ships on the Leavard- 


and Station. 
was received, 


On May 1, Advice 
that Rear-Admiral 


Knowles had taken Port-Louis, up- 


on the Iſland of Hiſpaniola, on the 
8th of March, after three Hours 
warm Cannonading; by which he 
got Poſſeſſion, alſo, of eight Ships, 
a Snow, and tivo Privateer Sloops, 
in the Harbour. Our Loſs was, 
Captain Rentone, of the Strafford, 
Captain Cz, a Voluntiet, and 19 
Men, killed, and about 60 wound- 
ed : The Enemy had 160 killed and 
wounded, among whom were five 
Captains. Theſe being all the ma 
terial Tranſactions at the Cloſe of 
the War, I ſhall now proceed to a 
Detail of the remaining Tranſacti- 
ons of the Year. 

On January 20, a Pardon paſſed 
the Great Seal for Lord M Cleod, 
eldeſt Son of the Earl of Cromartie; 
who had been drawn by his Father 
into the late, Rebellion. On the 
29th, the Prifon at X:n/ale, in Ire- 
land, was conſumed by Fire, and 
fifty-four of the French Priſoners 
confined therein periſhed in the 
Flames. On February 6, the Earl 
of Cn reſigned the Seals of 
his Office, as one of his Majeſty's 
Principal Secretaries of State. On 
the 13th, an Order of Council was 
publiſhed, directing the Condem- 
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nation of the Ships taken fron 
the Genoeſe ; which Prizes amount. 
ed to upwards. of 200, ooo l. On 
February 18, his Majeſty gave the 
Royal Aſſent to an Act for granting 
his Majeſty a Subſidy of Five jer 
Cent. (called Poundage) on all Dry 
Goods and J. Ierchandizes imported, 
Sc. and to ſome others; and ſoon af. 
ter a Proclamation was iſſued, ſtriꝗ. 
ly forbidding all Commerce with the 
Subjects of the French King. In the 
ſame Month the Duke of Bedfr4 
was appointed one of the Secretaries 
of State. On March 8, the Court 
of Seſſion, in Scotland, agreed that 
the Values of the Heretable Jurif. 
dictions in Scotland, which were to 
be taken away by the late Act for 
that Purpoſe, were 164, 232 J. 16;, 
On the 25th, a moſt dreadful Fire 
broke out in Eæchange- Alley, Com. 
Bill, which proved more hurtful, in 
its Conſequences, than any Con- 
flagration fince the Fire of Londen, 
in 1666: The Flames ſpread three 
different Ways; and notwithſtand- 
ing every poſſible Aſſiſtance, near a 
Hundred Houſes, in Corvhil, 
Birchin-Lane, Exchange- Alley, Georgt- 
Yard, and all the adjacent Courts, 
Oc. were conſumed ; and though 
much Goods, c. were faved by 
the Vigilance of the Magiſtrates, 
yet the Loſs was exceſſive great, 
and the Conſternation in the City, 
during this dreadful Calamity, can 
ſcarcely be expreſſed. Accounts 
from New- England arrived, of a 
great Tumult which happened, a 
the Cloſe of the laſt Year, at Boon, 
occaſioned by Admiral Knowles 
impreſſing ſeveral of the Inhabitants, 
and Seamen- belonging to the out- 
wardbound Ships, for the Service of 
his Fleet; a Practice which, it 
ſhould ſeem, our American Brethren 
have no very favourable Opinion 0: 
But by the vigorous Behaviour © f 
the Aſſembly, after many * 
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Violence, this dangerous. Riot was 
quelled: It was ſucceeded by ,a 
much greater Calamity, which be- 
fell that Capital on December 233 
for the Court-Houſe was conſumed 
by Fire, and the Province-Records, 
Fe. deſtroyed therein, to the al- 
moſt-ĩrretrievable Detriment of the 
whole Colony. About this Time 
Commodore Cornelius Mitchel was 
ſentenced by a Court-Martial at 
Jamaica, to be mulcted five Years 
Pay, and rendered incapable of any 
future Service in the Navy, for 
Cowardice, and running away with a 
ſaperior Force, from a French Squa- 
dron in thoſe Seas. The Smugglers 
were very audacious in their illegal 
Practices at this Period, having, 
amongſt other Enormities, broke 
open the King's Warehouſe at 
Colcheſter, and conveyed away a great 
Quantity of Tea; upon which a 
Proclamation was ifſued of Pardon, 
and a Reward of 1001. for Diſco- 
very of each of the Parties in that 
outrageous Tranſaction. A Comet 
appeared, which was viſible for ſe- 
veral Days. On May q, a Procla- 
mation for a Ceſſation of Arms, 
purſuant to the Preliminaries ſigned 
at Aix-la-Chapelle, was read at the 
Royal-Exchange, &c. On the 13th, 
his Majeſty, after giving the Royal 
Aſſent to the Bills that were ready, 
made a moſt gracious Speech to 
both Houſes of Parliament, which 
was prorogued to the zoth of June; 
and it was afterwards again proro- 
gore to Auguſt 30. In this Speech 

is Majeſty acquainted them of the 
Preliminaries being ſigned, and 
that, in Conſequence, Hoſtilities 
had ceaſed in Flanders, the Channel, 
Sc. Sc. On the 16th of May, 
a Pardon paſſed the Privy-Seal, 
of all Trealons, Sc. to Jobn Mur- 


ray, of Brougbton, Eſq; late Secre- 


tary to the young Pretender, on 
account of his having aſſiſted the 
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Government in the Conviction, &c, 
of his old Friends; -and ſoon after 
the ſaid Pardon paſſed the Great 
Seal. On Fuly 14, was a remarka- 
ble Eclipſe of the Sun, which began 
3 Minutes 53 Seconds after Nine in 
the Morning, and ended 9 Minutes 
13 Seconds after Twelve: That Lu- 
minary was eclipſed ten Digits. A 
Commiſſion foon after paſſed the 
Seals, appointing the Prince of 
Wales, Duke of Cumberland, &c. 
&c. with all the other Privy-Coun- 


ſellors, Commiſſioners of Appeal in 


regard to Prizes taken from the 
French and Spaniards, On Auguſt 
2, a Convention was ſigned between 
the Miniſters of Great- Britain, 
France, and the States- General; by 
which it was provided, that Orders 
ſnould be ſent to the 37,000 Ruff 
ans, then in March through Germany, 
to march back again into their own 
Country; and that the King of 
France ſhould order the ſame Num- 
ber of his Troops from Flanders in- 
to the interior Parts of France. 
Great Numbers of Locuſts, to the 
Surprize of the Populace, appeared 
in the City, Suburbs, and the ad- 
jacent Counties. About this Time, 
alſo, Advice arrived that great Diſ- 
orders and Inſurrections had hap- 
pened at Conftantinople, in which 
above 4000 Perſons were maſacred, 
which at length produced the De- 


poſition of the Grand-Vizier. On 


October 11, N. 8. the Definitive 
Treaty of Peace was ſigned, at Aiæ- 
la-Chapelle, by the Miniſters of 
Great-Britain, France, and the 
States-General; on the 2oth, by 
thoſe of the Catholich King; on 
the 23d, by the Empreſs-Queen ; 
and ſoon after, by all the reſt of the 
contending Powers; which, though 
little to our Honour or Advantage, 
put a Period to a long and bloody 
War, which had been ſorely felt by 
all Europe. As this famous 18 
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has been the Subject of much Diſ- 
cuſſion, I ſhall enlarge a little upon 
its Contents. The Preamble, which 
is very extenſive, recites the . 
nal Motives which occaſioned the 
late War, &c. Ert. 1. conſiſts of 
ſolemn Promiſes and Aſſurances to 
obſerve religiouſly the Peace con- 
cluded, &c 
that has paſſed during the War, on 
all Sides, to be buried in a general 
and eternal Oblivion, Art. 3. The 
T reaties of Veſphalia, Madrid, Ni- 
meguen, Ryſwwick, Utrecht, Baden, 
Hague, the * Alliance, 

X the Treaty of Vienna, are all con- 
firmed, that they may not be deroga- 
ted. from by the preſent Treaty. 
Art. 4. The Priſoners made, and 
the Hoſtages given, during the 
War, to be reſtored on all Sides, 
without Ranſom, and ſet at Liberty 
in one Month, after the Exchange 
of the Ratifications, but to be ob- 
liged to pay all Debts they have 
contracted; and all the Ships of 
War and Merchant-Men, which 
have been taken ſince the Time fti- 
pulated by the Ceſſation of Arms, 
to be reſtored. Art. 5. All the 
Conqueſts made during the War, 
to be reciprocally reſtored. Art. 6. 
The Reſtitutions and Ceſſions to be 
made in fix Weeks after the Rati- 
fications. The Artillery found in 
the conquered Places to be reſtored 
in the ſame Condition they were in 
at the Time the Towns were taken; 
nevertheleſs, excepting that at Me- 
nin, Athe, Mans, Charleroy, and 
Oudenard, Art. 7. The Duchies of 
Parma, Placentia, and Guſtalla, to 
be ceded to the Infant Don Phihip, 
under an expreſs Clauſe, that thoſe 
States ſhall retyrn to the pre- 
ſent Poſſeſſors, in caſe that Prince 
dies without Male Iſſue, or he, or 
any of his Deſcendants, ſhall ſuc- 
ceed to the Throne of Spain, or the 
Two Sicilies, Arr. 8. Commiſſaries 


Art. 2. Every thing 
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to be appointed, immediately, on 
all Sides, to aſſemble at Nice and 
Bruffels, to effectuate the reſpectiye 
Reſtitutions and Ceſſions. 4; g, 
The King of Great-Britain ſhall 
ſend to France two Noblemen of 
the firſt DiſtinQion, &y Way of Hy 
tages, who are to remain . until 
certain Advice is received of the 
Evacuation of Cape-Breton, and all 
the Places which may have been 


taken in the Eaſf-Indies. Art, lo. 


Means, as commodious as poſlible, 
for the Troops and Inhabitants, to 


be taken in the general Evacuation. 


Art. 11. All the Papers and Re. 
cords found in the Towns, to be 
reſtored, expreſly naming the Ar. 
chives of Mechlin. Art. 12. The 
King of Sardinia to be maintained 
in the Poſſeſſion of all his Eſtates, 
principally thoſe ceded to him in 
1743, excepting that Part of the 
Pleiſantin he poſſeſſes, which he 
cedes to the Infant Don Philip. Art. 
13. The Duke of Modena to be re-el. 
tabliſhed in all his Eftates, and Juſ- 
tice done him in reſpect to the Allo- 
dial Effects which he poſſeſſed in the 
Duchy of Guaſtalla. Art. 14. The 
Republick of Genoa to be re- eſta- 
blithed in all the Poſſeſſions ſhe en- 
joyed before the War; the Money 
they had in the Banks of Vienna 
and Turin, and which was confi(- 
cated, to be reſtored, and the Pay- 
ment of the Intereſts to commence 
from the Day of the Exchange of 
the Ratifications. Art. 15. Things 
to remain in /taly, on the ſame 
Footing they were before the War, 
excepting the Ceſſions made to the 
King of Sardinia, and the Infant 
Don- Philip. Art. 16. The Aſſiento 
Treaty is confirmed, and Permiſſion 
granted to ſend to the Spaniſh Mel 
Indies, for four Years, a Ship ex- 
traordinary, for the Non: enjoy - 
ment of that Privilege during the 
War. A. 17. The Toric, 
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of Dunkirk to remain as they now 
are on the Land- Side, but former 
Treaties to be obſerved with regard 
to the Port, and the Works on the 
Sea-Side. Art. 18. The Differences 
on the Subject of the Sums which 
the King of Great-Britain, as Elec- 
tor of Hanover, declared to be due 
to him, to be amicably adjuged ; 
and the Affair of the Abbey of Sz. 
Hubert to be regulated at the ſame 
Time. Art. 19. The Article of 
the Treaty of Quadruple Alliance, 
which ſecures the Succeſſion of the 
Crown of Great-Britain to the 
Houſe of Hanover, is confirmed in 
all its Points. Art. 20. All his 
Britannick Majeſty's German Domi- 
nions are guarantied by the con- 
tracting Powers. Art. 21. They 

varanty likewiſe, in the moſt ſo- 
— Manner, the Pragmatick Sanc- 
tion, that it may not be derogated 
from by the preſent Treaty. Art. 
23. They guaranty, in like Man- 
ner, Sile/fia, and the County of Glatæ, 
to his Pruſſian Majeſty. Art. 23. 
As alſo the Execution of all the 
Articles of the preſent Treaty. 
Art. 24. The Exchange of Ra- 
tifications to be made at Aix- la- 
Chapelle, within one Month, by the 
Miniſters of the contracting Pow- 
ers, and, in ſix Weeks, by thoſe of 
the Powers which acceded thereto. 


There were two other Articles in this 


Treaty; the 1 of which imports, 
That no Conſequence is to be drawn 
from the Titles and Precedency 
which the contracting Parties have 
taken in this Treaty; and the 2d, 
That no Advantage is to be taken 
from the Uſe of the French Lan- 
Sage. 

On November 29, his Majeſty 
opened the Seſſion of Parliament 
with a moſt gracious Speech, in Re- 
turn for which both Houſes preſent- 
ed moſt dutiful Addreſſes, and re- 


g*ived very cordial Anſwers. On 


December 16, a violent Hurricane, 
which laſted near eight Hours, did 
great Damage both at Land and Sea. 
At the latter End of the Month the 
Britiſh Troops arrived from Flanders. 
On the 28th his Royal Highneſs the 


Duke arrived at S. James's; the 


Earl of Su/zx and Lord Cathcart, 
were ſent to France, to reſide. 
there as Hoftages, agreeable to the 


th Article of the above-recited 
Fronts ; and the French evacuated 


moſt of the Towns they had con- 
quered in Flanders, and forced the 
young Pretender out of their Ter- 
ritories, who had refuſed to depart 
2 being required ſo to do by the 

ing of France. At this Period the 
Debt of the Nation amounted to 
the Sum of 71, 340, 397 J. 16s. 044, 
and there remained in Caſh, in the 


Exchequer, towards the Payment 


of it, 100,141/. gs. 64. 

The principal Perſons that de- 
ceaſed in the Year 1748, were, 
Charle Seymour, the great and mag- 
nificent Duke of Somerſet; Wil. 
liam Herbert, Marqueſs of Poauis, 
the laſt Male of that Noble Fami-. 
ly; Dr. Edmund Gib/on, Biſhop of 


London; Field-Marſhal George Wade; 


Jobn Percival, Earl of Egmont; 
Sir Theodore Janſſen, a South. Sea 
Director in the fatal Year 17203 
Dr. Clifton V intringbam, a cele- 
brated Phyſician; Dr. Samuel Pa- 
trick, Editor of Hedericus's Lexicon, 


and Ainſworth's Dictionary; Mr. 


James Thomſon, the amiable Au- 


thor of the Seaſons; Mr. Jaſepb 
Miller, an experienced Botaniſt; 
Dr. Turnbull, Author of ſeveral 
Philoſophical and Juriſprudential 
Treatiſes; Dr. {/aac Watts, a cele- 
brated Diſſenting Divine, well 
known from his many uſeful Wri- 
tings; and the Rey. Dr. Balgay, 
Author of a Volume of Tracts in 
great Reputation. 
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On Jana 15, 1749, 2 Special 
content was Pal at Chiche/- 
ter, for the Trial of a Number of 
Smugglers, for the barbarous and 
moſt horrid Murder of Mr. Galley, 
a Cuſtom-Houſe Officer, and Mr. 
Charter, a Shoe-Maker ; when ſeven 
of them were convicted, and re- 
ceived Sentence of Death; and one 
dyingin Gaol, theother fix were ſoon 
her executed. On the 17th, a Copy 
of the Preliminary Articles of Peace 
were laid before the Houſe of Com- 
mons. On Febru.rry 2, the King's 
Declaration of a general Peace was 
proclaimed at the . uſual Places in 
the Cities of London and Weftminfter, 
Kc. On April 25, was a Publick 
Thankſgiving for the Peace; and 
on the 27th, a 
yed off, in Sight of an immenſe 
umber of Spectators, in the Green- 
Park, St. Fames's, on the ſame Oc- 
caſion. Mourders and Robbberjes 
ſtill continuing to be very frequent 
in and about the Cities of Lonaba 
and Weftminfter, a Proclamation was 
publiſhed in February, promihng a 
Reward of 1007. over and above 
all other Rewards, to be paid by 
the Lords of the Treaſury, upon 
the Conviction of any Murderer or 
Robber, in thoſe Cities, or within 
five Miles thereof. On March 
7, the Lords of Trade and Plan- 
tations promiſed, by Advertiſement, 
great — tes for the bet- 
ter peopling and ſettling the Pro- 
vince of Nowa-Scotia in North- Ame- 
rica. This Proje being much pa- 
tronized by Lord Halifax and other 
reat Perſons, and countenanced 
by the Government, many Settlers 
went over, and it is now become a 
flouriſhing and important Colony. 
About the fame Time Letters were 
received from Admiral Bofcazven, 
dated October 17, 1748, bee 
chat he had been obliged to raiſe 
the Siege of Pondecherry, in the Eaft- 


nd Fire- work was 
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Indies, on account of the vi $ 
Defence of the Beſieged, the Num- 
ber of his Men killed, and the In- 
clemency of the _— He loſt, 
in this Attempt, Soldier Ar- 
tillery r 5 3 and 
the Enemy near 500 Europeans, Ad- 
vices having been received that the 
French had ſettled in the Ifland of 
Tobago, to the great Alarm of our 
Neutral Iflands, a Courier was diſ- 
prunes to the Freach Court, and 
oon after the Duke of Bedford ac- 
uainted the Merchants by Letter, 
at the King of France diſclaimed 
all Knowledge of ſuch Proceedings, 
and had ſent Orders to evacuate 
that Iſland. On May 7, the Duke 
of Modena arrived im England, in- 
cognito, wis cordially received at 
Court, and ſome Weeks after re- 
turned to Z7raly. About the ſame 
Time the Barbary Corſairs made 
Prize of the Prince Frederict 
Packet-Boat, from Liſbon; detain- 
ed her near a Month at Alpiers ; 
and confiſcated all the Money and 
Jewels fourid on board her, under 
the 1 of its yu the Pro- 
perty © Fews and Portupueſe, 
On June 3. a dreadful Fite, 4 
Glaſgow in Scotlaxd, reduced 150 
Dwelling-Honſes to Aﬀaes. 
June 13, bis Majeſty put an End 
to the Seſſion of Parliament with 
a moſt gracious Speech from the 
Throne. On the 23d, Prince 
George, (his preſent Majeſty) the 
wn of Anſpach, the Dukes 
of Bedford and Leeds, and the 
Earls of Granville and Albemarle, 
were elected Knights of the Garter ; 
and on the 26th, Sir Peter Warren, 
Sir Edward Hawke, Sir Charles 
Howard, Sir Charles Amand Poulet, 
Sir John Mordaunt, and Sir John 
Sackville, were inſtalled Knights of 
the Bath, in Henn VIIth's Chapel, 
in Weftminfter-Abbey. On the 1 
of July, à great Riot happened 


* 


in the Strand, which was occaſion- 
ed by two Sailors having been ill 
uſed, in a Houſe of ill Fame: 
They returned with a great Num- 
ber of their Comrades, to take Re- 
venge, and demoliſhed all the 
Goods in the Houſe, cut the Fea- 
ther-Beds to Pieces, deſtroyed the 
Wearing-Apparel, and turned the 
Proſtitutes naked into the Streets. 
The next Day they made a like 
8 upon an Houſe of ill 

ame in the Old Bailey, Man 
Perſons were apprehended for theſe 
Outrages, and one Beſavern Pen- 
lex condemned and executed, as 
an Acceſſary. On Fuly 14, Lieu- 


tenant Couchman, of the Cheſter- 


field Man of War, and Lieutenant 
Morgan, of the Marines, were ſhot 
to Death, at Port/mouth, Seng 

to the Sentence of a Court- Martial, 
for running away with that Ship 
on the Coaſt of Guinea. On Au- 
guft 12, a dreadful Fire broke out 
at Battle-Bridge, Southwark, which 
conſumed near 100 Houſes, to the 
Damage of above 50,0007. On Ne- 
vember 6, his Majeſty opened the 
Seſſion of Parliament with a moſt 
gracious Speech from the Throne ; 
which was anſwered by very du- 
tiful Addreſſes from both Houſes, 
and thoſe Addreſſes received as cor- 
dial a Return. On the 22d, began a 
warm conteſted Election for a Mem- 


ber for the City of Yefminfter, in the 


room of Lord Trentham, whoſe Seat 
was vacated on his being promoted to 
be a Lord of the Admiralty: That 
Gentleman and Sir George Vande- 
put were the oppoſite Candidates; 
and after engaging the Attention 
of the Publick until May 15, in 
the next Year, Lord Trentham was 
declared to have a Majority of 176 
legal Voters, on the Scrutiny, On 
December 20, his Majeſty gave the 
Royal Aſſent to the Land-Tax Bill 
of three Shillings in the Pound, and 
z 


per. Ann. to the ſeveral 


to the Bill for reducing the ſeveral 
Annuities of four Pounds ger Cent, 
ates of 
Intereſt therein mentioned. In this 
Month Admiral Kzowles was tried 
by a Court-Martial on board the 
Charlotte Yacht, at Deptford, on ac- 
count of ſome Allegations laid 
againſt him, in relation to an Ac- 
tion that happened on October 1, 
1748, between a Squadron under 
his Command and a Spaniſh Fleet: 
The Admiral was found to have 
fallen under Part of the Fourteenth 
Article of the Articles of War; name- 
ly, the Word NEGLIGENCE, and no 
other, and alſo under the Twwenty-third 
Article; and he was accordingly 
reprimanded by the Court. 

As to foreign Affairs, this Year, 
few occurred of any great Impor- 
tance. The Winter was ſo ſevere 
in _—_ that above 100 Perſons 
were frozen to Death in the Streets 
of Peterſburgh; and ſoon after the 
City of Cazan was conſumed 
Fire. Don Pbilip took Poſſeſſion of 
Parma and Placentia, purſuant to 
the late Treaty. The Court of RA 
ia having entertained ſome Suſpi- 
cions, that the Sawedes intended to 
change the Form of their Govern- 
ment after the Death of their King, 
various Declarations were made on 
each Side; and his Pruſſian Majeſty, 
by Letter, defired the King of 
Great-Britain's good Offices to pre- 
vent the Interruption of the Peace of 
the North. The French, according 
toall Accounts, were employing eve- 
ry Means for reſtoring their Marine, 
which had been ſo rudely handled 
in the late War. Great Storms of 
Locuſts infeſted Poland, Bohemia, 
and ſeveral Parts of Germany, de- 
ſtroying all the Fruits of the Earth 
in their baneful Progreſs, 

The moſt diſtinguiſhed Perſons 
that died in 1749 were, that 
humane and generous Nobleman, 
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Jobn Duke of Montagu; Field-Mar- 
ſhal Richard Temple, Viſcount Cob- 
Bam; John Lindſey, the brave Earl 
of Crawford; Admiral Sir Joh 
Norris; George Lord Carpenter; that 
worthy Patriot, Sir Watkin-Williams 
Wynne; Mr. Mark' Catefby, a la- 
borious Naturaliſt, Author of The 
Natural Hiftory of Carolina and the 
Bahama Iſlands: Dr. Smalbroke, 
Biſhop of Litchfield and Coventry ; 
and Ambroſe Philips, Elq; a cele- 
brated Poet. 

At the Beginning of the Year 
1750, were received the melancholy 
Advices from Rear-Admiral Bo/- 
cawen, in the Eaſt-Inaies, dated 
April 20, 1749, That a Storm of 
Wind came on, at N. N. W. in 
the Night of the 12th of that 
Month, which continued all the 
next Day, in. which his Majeſty's 
Ships Namur, of 74 Guns, and Pem- 
Brote, of 60 Guns, were entirely 
loſt; and all their Crews, ſave two 
Midſhipmen and thirty-ſix Seamen, 
periſhed, The Apollo, of 40 Guns, 
and 350 Men, was loſt at Sea, and 
never more heard of. The Lincoln 
and Winchelſea, Eaſt- India Ships, 
the St. Francis Tender, and nine- 
teen Country Ships and Veſſels, 
were all loſt, but the greateſt Part 
of their Crews ſaved. Nothing, 
in ſhort, in the Neighbourhood of 
Fort St. David 't, eſcaped the Storm, 
and the Sea-Shore, for many 
Leagues, was ſtrewed with Wrecks 
and dead Bodies. On January 15, 

new Fiſn- Market was opened in 
he City of Meſtminſter. On Febru- 
ary 8, between Twelve and One 
at Noon, a Shock of an Earth- 
quake was felt all over the Cities 
of London and Wiſtminfter, and 
Parts adjacent; and ſome Chim- 
neys, fc. were thrown down; and 
in many Places the Waters were 


agitated in a very extraordinary 


Manner. At half an Hour after 
Five o'Clock, on March 8, in the 


Morning, the Town was alarmed 2 
ſecond Time, with 3 more ſevere 
Shock than the former, attended 
with a hollow ruſtling Noiſe, as of 


Wind; and Numbers of People were 


awakened from their Sleep. by its 
Violence: However, providentially, 
no Miſchief happened, except the 
Throwing down of ſeveral Chim- 
neys, and the Damaging of ſome 
Houſes. In ſome Places the Shock 
was fo violeat, that the People ran 
from their Beds and Houſes, almoſt 
naked, in the greateſt Conſternation 
at this very unuſual Viſitation, Pre- 
ceding the Shock, there was obſerv- 
ed a continual, though confufed 
Lightning, until within a Minute 
or two of 1ts being felt, which darted 
very low, and the Flaſhes were very 
ſtrong. It was felt in Eher, Surry, 
and Kent, as well as in moſt Parts of 
the County of Midalæſex; and in all 
the four Counties, the Panick was 
univerſal: A ſerious Air ſat on 
every Countenance, for ſome Time 
after this terrible Alarm: The Pul- 
pits and the Preſs were employed 
in calling a degenerate People to 
Repentance, and in depriciating 
the Wrath of Heaven: Enthuſiaſts 
prognoſticated ſtill greater Evils 
to enſue; and Vice was, for a little 
Space, out of Countenance, But 
ſoon all this was forgot; the Wick. 
ed returned to their Vices, and the 
Weak' forgot their real, as well as 
their 1maginary Terrors. On the 
18th, between Five and Six in the 
Evening, an Earthquake was felt 
at Goſpori, Portſmouth, and in the 
2 7 Wight; which greatly ter- 
ri fiec 4 ſurprized the Inhabi- 
tants. On April 12, after paſſing 
a Bill for tbe Encouragement 1 the 
White- Herring Fiſhery, a Bill for 
aſſigning and improving of the Trade 


to Africa, and ſeveral other Bills, 


both publick and private, his Ma- 
jeſty cloſed the Seſſion of Parlia- 
ment with a moſt gracious Speech 

from 
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from the Throne. On the 16th, 
Admiral Bo/cawen with the Re- 
mains of his Squadron arrived from 
the Eaſt-Indies, The Keel-Men 
at Newcaſtle aſſembled in great 
Numbers, 6000 and upwards, and 
refuſed to work for fix or ſeven 
Weeks; but at length they were 
induced to return to their Buſineſs. 
On the 2oth, died Sir Samuel Pen- 
zant, Lord Mayor of London, whoſe 
Death I mention, becauſe it was 
occaſioned by an infectious Diſtem- 
per, ſuppoſed to be the Gaol Fever, 
caught at the Seſſions-Houſe in the 
Old Bailey: Twenty other Gentle- 
men died of the ſame Diſeaſe ; 
and amonoſt them, Mr. Baron 
Clarke, 1 Abney, and Sir Daniel 
Lambert, Knight and Alderman, 
A Pardon was, about the ſame 
Time, granted to Captain Clarke, 
a Sea- Commander, who had been 
condemned to die, for the Murder 
of Captain nnes, whom he had killed 
in a Duel. On July g, arrived the 
firſt Parcel of Herrings caught by 
the Buſſes of the newly- incorporat- 
ed Society of the Free Britiſh Fiſhery, 
off Shetland, About the ſame 
Time, the Prince and Princeſs of 
Wales, with the Lady Auguſta, their 
eldeſt Daughter, made a Tour 
to the Weſt of England, and were 
received every where with the great- 
eſt Honour and Reſpect. On the 
Iith, a great Storm of Hail and 
Rain laid the Streets of the Metro- 
polis and its Environs under Water, 
and did great Damage to the Gar- 
den Grounds, In Auguſt, the Prince 
and Princeſs of Wales, with their 
two youngeſt. Sons, and their eldeſt 
Daughter, viſited Seuthampron and 
the Je of Wight, being every- 
where received with moſt affection- 
ate Congratulations. On September 
30, a violent Shock of an Earthquake 
was felt in Northamprionſhire, Leice/- 
terſbire, and Lincolnſhire, On October 


Herenbauſen, near Hanover, where 
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25 the Prince of Wales went in 
State to Fiſbmongers-Hall, in Thames- 
Street, where being properly re- 
ceived and ſeated, Lientenant-Ge- 
neral Oglethorpe addreſſed his Royal 


Highneſs in an handſome Speech, 


which was very graciouſly anſwer- 
ed; when the Charter being pro- 
duced, and preſented to his Royal 
Highneſs, as Governor of the So- 
ciety, he was pleaſed to return it 
to the Care of Sling/oy Perthell, Eſq; 
the Preſident. After having par- 
ticular Honours paid him, he re- 
turned in the ſame Manner to Lei- 
cefter-Houſe, having charmed every 
one by his moſt engaging and 
captivating Aﬀability, On We- 
vember 17, the New-Bridge at Weft- 
minſter was opened, and anſwer- 
ed all the Expectations of the Pub- 
lick. In Nowember a new Treaty 
was concluded between his Majeſ- 
ty and the Emperor of Morocco, and 
an Agreement was made for the 
Redemption of ſixty Briti/a Cap- 
tives. A Defenſive Treaty, or 
Convention, was alſo entered into, 
between his Majeſty and Spain, for 
ſettling all Diſputes between the 
two Nations, 

Great Tumults and Diſorders 
happened this Year in the Seven 
United Provinces; and ſome of the 


Voters at Haerlem were killed. On 
Tune 27, a terrible Earthquake 
almoſt deſtroyed the Iſland of 
Cerigo, in the Archipelago ; and 


above 2000 of the Inhabitants 
periſhed. Some Time before, 
they had alſo been greatly alarmed 
by Earthquakes in many Parts of 
France, Germany, &c. On Juby 31, 
Fohn, King of Portugal, deceaſed, 
and was ſucceeded Þy his eldeſt 
Son, Fo/eph. About that Time 
a new Treaty of Subfidy, between 
the Maritime Powers and the 
Elector of Bavaria, was ſigned at 


his 


2 
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his Majeſty then was, on a Viſit to 
his German Dominions. In Septem- 
ber, his Pruſſian Majeſty eſtabliſhed 
a Company at Embazn, to trade to 
the Faft-Indies. | 
The Perſons of Note, who deceaſ- 
ed in the Year 1750, were Algernon, 
Duke of Somerſet; Charles, Duke of 
Richmond; Thomas Watſon Wentworth, 
Marqueſs of Rockingham; Henry Her- 
Bert, Earl of Pembroke ; William Legge, 
Earl of Dartmouth; Viſcount Torring- 
ton; Admiral Sir Chaloner Ogle; Rt. 
Hon. Stephen Poyntz, formerly Pre- 
ceptor to the Duke of Cumberland; 
Mr. Gordon, Author of The Indepen- 


dent Whig, &c. Dr. Conyers Middleton, - 


an excellent Divine; Dr. John Ty/on, 
an eminent Phyſician ; Aaron Hill, 
Eſq; the Poet; and Mr. So/omonLowe, 
a learned and ingenious Critick. 17 

On January 17, 1751, his Maje 
NT the Sefton of Parliament 
with a moſt gracious Speech, in 
which he acquainted them, that he 
had concluded a Treaty with the 
King of Spain, whereby ſuch parti- 
cular Differences, as could not be 
ſettled in a General Treaty, had 
been amicably adjuſted, On Febru- 
ary v, a Proclamation was ifſued, 
. promiſing a Reward of 10007. for 
1 the Author, for each 
of the Printers 500 J. and for each 
of the Publiſhers 501. of a treaſon- 
able Piece, entitled Conſtitutional 
Queries, which Piece was alſo burnt 
by the Common Hangman. On 
March 20, his Royal Highneſs Fre- 
derick-Lewis, Prince of Wales, de- 
parted this Life, to the extreme Re- 
gret of his Royal Father, and the 
whole Nation, to which he had 
greatly endeared himſelf by his ma- 
ny publick and private Virtues. His 
Death was occaſioned by a Cold, 


which was followed by a Pleuriſy, 


and thus carried him off in the for- 
ty-fixth Year of his Age. This 
melancholy Event was the Occaſion 


' Years. On 
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of Addreſſes of Condolences from 
both Houſes of Parliament, &c. e. 
On April 13, the Remains of his 


Royal Highneſs were depoſited, 


with great Pomp and Ceremony, 
in a Vault in Hery the VIIth's 
Chapel; the Duke of Somerſet be- 
ing Chief Mourner. On the 2oth, 
Letters Patent paſſed the Great 
Seal of Great- Britain, creating his 
eldeft Son George William, (our pre- 
ſent moſt - gracious Sovereign) 
Prince of Great-Britain, Prince of 
Wales, and Earl of Chefter. On May 
22, his Majeſty gave his Royal 
Aﬀent to a -Bill I aprons for 
the Adminiſtration of the Government, 


in caſe it ſhould deſcend to any of the . 


Children of his late Royal Highne/+ 
under the Age of 18 Tears, &c. &c. 
A Biull for altering the Stile, and 


regulating the Commencement of 
the Year; and to ſeveral other 
Bills. The firſt Bill being ren- 


dered of no Importance, as his 
ag Majeſty was of Age before 
he aſcended the Throne, I ſhall 
take no Notice of its Contents; 
and as to that for regulating the 
Commencement of the Year, Oe. 
it was thereby enacted, That the 
Year ſhould commence on Janua 

1, and that the New Stile ſhould be 


uſed, in all the King's Dominions, - 


as being nearer to the- true Courſe 
of the Sun, by three Days in 400 
June 25, his Majeſty 
put an End to the Seſſion with a 
very - gracious Speech from the 
Throne : On that Day, conſequent- 
ly, Mr. Murray, Brother of Lord 
Elibank, was diſcharged from his 
Confinement in Newgate, who had 
been committed thereto, ſome Time 
before, by the Houſe of Commons, 
for ſome irregular Behaviour at the 
Weftminfier Election, and for me- 
nacing the High-Bailiff of es- 
minſter in the Execution of his 
Office. On Oder 11, died his Moſt 
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Serene Highneſs Villiam Prince of 
Orange and Naſſau, Son-in-Law of 
his late Majeſty, in the 41ſt Year of 
his Age, of a Quinſey, N. I.. 
ſue a Daughter, the preſent Prin- 
ceſs of 2 au-Weilbourgh, and a 
Son, Prince William, the preſent 
Prince of Orange, and Stadtholder 
of the Seven United Provinces. 
On October 25, the Society of An- 
tiguaries were incorporated by his 

ajeſty's Charter. On Nowember 
14, the Parliament met, and his Ma- 
Jeſty, in his Speech to both Houſes, 
defired them ſeriouſly to think 
of Means for putting a Stop: to Pro- 
fligacy, Irreligion, Gaming, &c. 
which indeed were arrived, about 
this Time, to a very alarming 
Height. On Nowember 21, was an 
Eclipſe of the Moon, which began 
after Eight, and ended at Eleven, 
eight Digits being eclipſed. A 
Proclamation was iſſued on the 
zoth, promiſing a Reward of 5001. 
for apprehending the afore-men- 
tioned Mr. Murray; and on the 
20th of December an Expreſs arived 
with the melancholy Tidings of 
the Death of her Majeſty, Louiſa, 
Queen of Denmark, his Majeſty's 
youngeſt Daughter. | 

In the Beginning of this Year, 
three Parts of the City of Fiume 
were ſwallowed up by an Earth- 
quake. In April, Frederick, King 
of Sweder, and Landgrave of Heſje- 
Caſſel, departed this Life, and was 
ſucceeded by Adolphus-Frederict of 
Holftein-Eatin, Biſfrop of Lubeck, 
who had been appointed his Suc- 
ceſſor by the Diet of Sweden. A 
dreadful Eruption of Mount Y:/u- 


vius did incredible Damage in the 


Neighbourhood of that Volcano ; 
and in September, our Sugar-Iflands 
ſuffered, by a violent Hurricane, 
to the Amount of above 200,000 /. 
On the 14th of the ſame Month, 
an Hurricane happened alſo at Ja- 
maica, wherein near thirty Sail of 


Treaty of 


Veſſels were loſt, Numbers of Per- 
ſons periſned, and prodigious Da- 
mage was done to the whole 
Iſland: Advice arrived from Con- 


ſlantineple, that in the preceding 
Summer 70,000 People had been 
carried off by the Plague in that 
Capital. 5 


he principal Perſons that de- 
ceaſed in the Year 1751 were, Fran- 
cis Scott, Duke of Buccleugh, Grand- 
fon of the unfortunate Duke of 
Monmouth; John Herwey, Earl of 
Briftol; Henry St. John, the late 
Viſcount Bolingbroke ; Admiral Mar- 
thews, and Dr. Freind, late Maſter 
of Meſtminſter School. | 
In Fanuary, 1752, a Copy of a 
eace and Commerce 
between his Majeſty and the King- 
dom of Trjpoly, and another, of a 
Treaty of Peace and Commerce 
with the State of Tunis, concluded 
by the Miniſtration of Commodore 

Keppel, were tranſmitted home b 
that Gentleman, On March 4 
his Majeſty gave the Royal Aſſent 
to a great Number of Bills, and 
particularly that for better prevent 
ing the horrid Crime of Murder ; by 
which it is enacted, That all Perſons 

convicted of Wilful Murder ſhall 
be executed on the next Day but 
one following that on which the 
Sentence is pronounced, which it 
ſhall be immediately on Convic- 

tion; except it falls on a Sunda 
when they ſhall be executed on the 
Monday following : Afterwards 
their Bodies ſhall be delivered to the 
Company of Surgeons, to be diſſect- 
ed, or, in the Country, to ſuch 
Surgeon or Surgeons as the Judges 
of Aſſize ſhall direct. After the Sen- 
tence ſhall be paſſed, the Murderer 
ſhall be fed on Bread and Water 
only, Sc. Sc. This ne Proviſion, 
or ſome other, againſt this abomi- 
nable Crime, ſeemed to be greatly 
wanted, as many atrocious Mur- 
ders were committed about this 
Time: 


\ 
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Time: Miſs Blandy, of Henley on 
Thames, was executcd for poiſon- 
ing her Father; Elizabeth Fefferys, 
(with 7obz Sxban, his Servant) for 
the Murder of her Uncle; and Cap- 
tain Zowwry, for the Murder of his 
Cabbin-Boy ; all within fix Months, 
beſides'many other ſhocking Tra- 
gedies of the ſame Kind. Advice 
arrived from Guinea, that the French 
had been driven from Anunamabo, 
by Commodore Backl:, where they 
were D a Settlement, contra- 
Ty to the Faith of Treaties. On 
the 4th of June, Prince Eawara, 
the Prince of Orange by Proxy, 
the Earls of Lincoln, Winchel/ca, 
and Cardigan, were inſtalled 
Knights of the Garter, at Vindſor. 

On Sane 27, a dreadful Fire broke 
out in Lincoln's Inn, Neau- Sguare, 
which conſumed two Sets of Cham- 
bers, deſtroying great Quantities 
of valuable and 1mportant Wri- 
tings, Deeds, and Plate, Money, 
&c. On Jv? 2, the Truſtees of 
his Majeſty's Colony of Georgia, 
in America, ſurrendered to his Ma- 
jeſty, and Succeſſors, the Char- 
ter granted to them in the Vear 
1719; and a Grant paſſed the Great 
Seal, inveſting his Majeſty, his 
Heirs and Succeſſors, with the ſaid 
Charter. On Fuly 6, Mr. Owen, 
a Bookſeller, was tried upon an 
Information for publiſhing the Caſe 
of the Hodourable Alexander Mur- 
ray; when the Jury brought in their 

Verdict, Not Guilty. In September, 
Advice arrived from the Eaff-Indtes, 
'where War was carried on by the 
two Companies, that Colonel Clive 
had obliged the French to retire 
from before Arcot, and had gained 
- "many other fignal Advantages over 
them, Theſe Diſturbances in the 
Eaft-Indies had been occaſioned by 
the Intrigues of the French Com- 
pany's Officers, and by thoſe of 
bock Companies engaging too much 
in the Quarrels of the Natives, 
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Upon his Majeſty's Arrival, this 


Year, from his uſual Viſit to his Ce. 


man Dominions, being waited upon 
by the City of London with a con- 
Cn ' Addreſs thereon, his 

ajeſty was pleaſed to confer the 
Honour of KXnighthood on the 
Lord Mayor, Cri/þ Gaſcoyne, Eſq; 
the Recorder, the two Sheriffs, 
and the Chamberlain. Advice 
ſoon after arrived, that on Sep- 
tember 15, a violent Huricane at 
Charles Town, in South-Carolina, 
had driven all the Veſlels in the 
Harbour on Shore, ruined the 
Wharfs and Bridges, and blown 
down a great Number of Houſes, 
Sc. The Damage done by this 
fatal Storm was immenſe; and 
Plantations thirty Miles round 
Charles-Town were ſwept clear, and 
had all their Buildings quite de- 
moliſhed: Numbers of Lives and 
much Cattle were loſt, and in ſhort 
the Devaſtation was extremely de- 
1 On the zoth of the ſame 
Month, another violent Hurricane 
added greatly to the Diſtreſs of this 
ſuffering Colony, though it did 
more Damage in the Country than 
at Charles-Town. 

Advice arrived this Year, that 
by a dreadſul Fire near 5000 Houſes 
were conſumed at Moſcow, Capi- 


tal of the Ry/ian Empire. That 


intriguing Stateſman, Cardinal Al- 
beroni, paid his Debt to Nature. 
The Troubles in Corfica roſe to a 
very great Height, there being three 
Parties on foot, one for the Genoeſe, 
one for the French, and the third 
for the Independency of the Ifland 
againſt both. There aroſe alſo, 
this Year, great Diſputes between 
the Kiing and the Clergy of France, 
in relation to 'the Taxation of 
their Revenues, and between the 
latter and the Parliament of Paris, 
about the Conftitution Unipenitus. 

The Perſons of moſt Note, who 


died in 1752, were, John Murray, 


Earl 
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Earl of Dunmore, Lord Mark Kerr, 
and Sir Philip Honeywood, old Ge- 


neral Officers; Dr. Peploe, Biſhop 


of Chefter ; Dr. Butler, Biſhop of 
Durham; Dr. Benſon, Biſhop of 
Gloutefter ; that learned Divine and 
Mathematician, Mr. William Whi/- 
ton; Dr. Cromwell Mortimer, Secre- 
tary to the Royal Society ; William 
Che/e/den, a ſkilful Surgeon ; Dr. 
Munro, Phyſician to Beeblam Hoſpital; 
Sir Jobn Hynde Cottton, a ſteady Pa- 
triot ; Vice- Admiral Sir Peter War- 
ren; Sir Henry Penrice, late Judge of 
the Admiralty; and Sir John Bo/- 
worth, Chamberlain of London. 

At the Beginning of the Year 


1753, the French began to be very. 


troubleſome, and to practiſe their 
old Intrigues in America They aſ- 
faulted a Truck-Houſe in the Tawig- 
twee Nation, at the Back of Y;r- 
ginia, and carried the Exgliſb there- 
in, with ſome of the Indians,  Cap- 
tives to Canada. Advice alſo ar- 
rived that the French at Louiſbourgh 
had ſent a Party of Indians to dil- 
treſs the newly-eſtabliſhed Colony 
of Nowa-Scotia, who had commit- 
ted many Hoſtilities. On January 
11, his Majeſty opened the Seſſion 
of Parliament with a moſt gracious 
Speech: The Bills that were moſt 
warmly debated in both Houſes, in 
this Seſſion, were, that for Natu- 
ralizing the Jews, which was vio- 
lently oppoſed both within Doors 
and without, and occafioned ſuch 
a Prejudice in the Minds of the 
People, that, though it paſſed into 
a Law at the Cloſe of the Seſſion, 
it was thought expedient to get it 
repealed at the Beginning of the 
next. That for better preventing 
clandeſtine Marriages alſo was the 
Occaſion of great Debates, and 
the Strength of Argument ſeem- 
ed to lie on the Side of the Op- 
poſition ; however, it paſſed, and 


received the Royal Aſſent on June 7, 


| 481 
when his Majeſty put an End to the 
Seſſion. | 
In January, his Pruſſian Majeſty 
tranſmitted a Memorial to the Bri- 
tiſþ Court, reclaiming certain Veſ- 
ſels that had been . Vi by Engliſh 
Cruizers in the Courſe of the late 
War, and: threatening to op Pay- 
ment of the Silia Loan till he re- 
ceived due Satisfaction. The King 
laid this Memorial before the Attor- 
ney and Sollicitor General; c. who 
ave an ample and ſatis factory An- 
wer to all the Allegations contained 
therein; but notwithſtanding, when, 
ſome Years after, we contracted an 
Alliance with that Monarch, Satiſ- 
faction was made to him, as his 
Friendſhip was then become neceſ- 
ſary. About May, great Tumults 
aroſe, and Diſorders were commit - 
ted, in the City of Briſol, by an 
In ſurrection of the Colliers; and ſe- 
veral Lives were loſt before they 
could be quelled. On June 7, Dr. 
Archibald Cameron was drawn to, and 
hanged and quartered at Tyburn, 
for High-Treafon „as being attaints 
ed for his Concern in the late Re- 
bellion. He had been taken in 
Scotland, endeavouring to ſpirit up 
new Troubles, about two Months 
before. On the 8th of that Month 


a Shock of an Earthquake was felt - 


in ſeveral Places in the N. W. Parts 
of England. On the 1oth of Fuly, 
the Village of Holmes-Chapel, 1n 
Chefhire, was totally deſtroyed by a 
dreadful Fire. On November 15, 


his Majeſty opened the Seſſion of 
Parliament with a moſt gracious 


Speech ; and ſoon after, the Land- 
Tax-Bill of two Shillings in the 
Pound, the Malt-Tax, Mutiny, 
and ſeveral other Bills, received the 
Royal Aſſent. About this Time 
Debates ran very high in Jreland, 
where a Diſpute had occurred be- 
tween the Miniſtry and the Par- 
liament of that Kingdom, in a 
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Caſe where the Prerogative was on 
one Side concerned, and the Liber- 
ties of the People and the Indepen- 
dency of Parliament on the other; 
and many Patriots were turned out 
of their lucrative and honourable 
Employments for ſtickling againſt 
the Court. On December 27; fix 
Knights of the Bath were private- 
A „ in Henry the VIIth's 

The Whale-Fiſhery, which had 
for ſome Years been revived and 
carried on with great Spirit by this 
Nation, was remarkably ſucceſsful 
this Year ; not one Ship was loſt, 
and the 48 Sail employed brought 


home 144 Whales and a half. | 
The Diſputes between the Par- 


liament and Clergy of France 


ſtill continued, and had arrived to 
great Inveteracy on both Sides ; 
and the King declaring in Favour 
of the Prelates, the Members of all 
the Chambers, except the Great 
Chamber, were baniſhed, and the 
uſual Adminiſtration of Juſtice 
ceaſed in Paris and its Environs ; 
and at length the Members of the 
Great Chamber were likewiſe ſent 
into Exile. The Town of St. Re- 
mo, refuſing to agree to ſome arbi- 
trary Impoſitions of their Maſters, 
the Republick of Genoa, was bom- 


barded, ſeveral of their Chiefs be- 


headed, and an intolerable Fine im- 
poſed upon that Town and Diſtrict. 
The Perfons of moſt Note, who 
departed this World in 1753, were, 
Dr. Berkeley, the excellent and pub- 
lick-ſpirited Biſhop of Cloyne; Sir 
Hans Sloane, an eminent Phyſician, 
and Virtuoſo; Mr. Juſtice Burnet, 
youngeſt Son of Dr. Gilbert Burnet, 
late iſhop of Sa/iBury; Commo- 
dore Brown, who in concert with 
Admiral Vernon took Porto-Bello ; 
and Dr. James Foſter, a celebrated 
Preacher and amiable Divine a- 
mongſt the Diſſenters. 
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At the Beginning of | February; 
1754, was a very hard Froſt; and 
the River Thames, Weſtward, was 


filled with Ice, fo as to hinder the 


Navigation, and Perſons paſſed and 
2 it on Foot, above King ſton 
Bridge. On March the 5th, the 
Seſſion of Parliament was opened; 
and, in the Courſe thereof, an Act 
was paſſed to puniſh Mutiny and 
Deſertion in — Officers. and Sol- 
diers of the Za -· India Company; 
and many others. On Apri! the 
6th, the King put an End to the 
Seſſion; and, on the Sth, the Par- 
liament was diſſolved by Proclama- 
tion, and a new one ordered; the 
Writs for that Purpoſe bearing 
Date April the gth, and returnable 
on May 31. Many of the Elections 
were warmly conteſted, particular- 
ly thoſe for the City of London and. 
the County of Oxford. On May 
the ziſt, the new Parliament met, 
and was opened by Commiſſion; 
the Commons again choſe the 
Right Honourable Arthur On/low 
their Speaker, and on June 5, this 
ſhort Seſſion ended. On Nowember 
14, the Parliament met again, and 
his Majeſty opened the Seſſion with 
a moſt gracious Speech, and ſeveral 
Bills were paſſed before the Cloſe 
of the Vear. rt 6 

Many Diſputes. aroſe between 
our Merchants and the Court of 
Portugal ; and, after much Alter- 
cation, his Portugueſe Majeſty a- 


greed to permit the Exportation. - 
of Gold, coined or uncoined, up- 
on the Payment of a Duty of 2 1. 
per Cent. 7 ; 

Advice was received from Firgi- + 


nia, that the French had built three 


Forts upon the Ohio, on the Lands. 
of which a Grant had been made 


by his Majeſty to ſeveral Gentle- 
men of London and Virginia; and 


at the latter End of the Year, Co- 


lonel Fafhingron, being ſent from 
: Virginia 
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deprived of her Senſes. - On the 8th 


of February the ſame Year, one YVertud 


Virginia with a. Party to diſlodge. 
5 Hall, a young Proſtitute in the ſame. 


them, was attacked a ſuperior 


Force, and defeated, with the Loſs. 


of 't5o killed, and 70 wounded. 


On April 19, a Shock of an Earth- 


quake was felt in 7orkfhire, and all 
along the Northern Coaſts of the 


Kingdom. Advice arrived, about 
the ſame Time, of ſeveral ſignal 


Advantages gained by Major S:rin- 
ger Laxbrence 5 

the Freuch. In October, two Regi- 
ments were ordered to be raiſed in 


America, under Colonel Shirley, and 
Sir William Pepperell. In the ſame 


Month the River Rye, at Helmſig in 
Yorkſhire, overflowed, and deſtroyed 
ſeveral People, much Cattle, many 
Houſes, Barns, &c. An Earthquake 


alſo did great Miſchief at Conftan- 


rinople, deſtroyed two Thirds of 
Grand Cairo in Egypt, and buried 
near 40,000 Perſons in the Ruins. 
The Parliament of Paris, towards 
the Cloſe of the Year, were recalled 
from their Exile, and reſtored to 
their Functions. | | 
The moſt remarkable Affair tha 
employed, however, the Attention 
of the Publick this Vear, was that 
of Elizabeth Canning, who pretend- 
ed to have been robbed by two Fel- 


lows in Moorfelds, about Ten in the 


Evening, on New-Year's Day, 1753, 
and afterwards dragged to the Houſe 
of one Mrs. Wells, at Enfeeld-Waſb, 
where Menaces and Confinement 
were made uſe of to induce her to 
turn Proſtitute; and an old Gipſey, 
one Mary Squires, 8 her of 
her Stays. During her Confinement, 
of near a Month, ſhe had no other 
Fubſiſtence, ſhe ſaid, but a Quar- 
tern Loaf, and a Gallon of Water* 
After ſo long a Durance, ſhe took 
an Opportunity of pulling down 
ſome Boards which were nalled be- 


fore the Window, made her Eſcape, 
and came to her Mother's, in a very 
miſerable naked Condition, almoſt 


in the Faft- Indies, over 


Houſe, confeſſed her being Witneſs 
to the, above ill Uſage and Confine- 


ment, after a long Examination be- 
fore Mr. Fielding, a Juſtice of Peace. 


The Gipſey and Mrs. Wells were 


thereupon tried at the Old. Bailey 3. 
the former received Sentence of 
Death, and the latter to be branded 


and impriſoned ſix Months, as an 
Acceſſary after the Fact. 
Time after, poſitive Evidence being 
produced, that Mary Squires was at, 


Abbotſeury when it was depoſed the 
Robbery was committed, and Yertue 


Hall having retracted her Evidence 
before the Lord Mayor; that Ma- 


giſtrate, ſurprized at the many Im- 


probabilities and Abſurdities in Can- 
ning's Story, undertook to diſcuſs it 
to .the Bottom, for the Sake of 
Truth and Juſtice : The Friends of 
Canning, on the other Side, were 
convinced of her Innocence, and 
the Truth of her Relation ; and the 
two Parties formed on this Occaſion 
divided both Town and Country, 


and this Affair was the conſtant To- 


pick of Diſcourſe and Diſpute for 
almoſt a Twelvemonth: Pamphlets 
and Papers were written on each 
Side, with no inconſiderable Degree 
of Acrimony ; much III-blood was 
bred, and ſcandalous Liberties were 
taken with the Characters of thoſe, 
on both Sides, 'who were principal- 
ly concerned. His Majeſty ordered 
the whole Affair to be laid before 
the Attorney and Sollicitor Gene- 
ral, upon whoſe Report Sguires was 
pardoned, Elizabeth Canning was 
ſoon after indicted and tried for 
Perjury, at the Old. Baily; and 
during her Trial, which laſted 
many Days, the Court adjourning 
from Time to Time, there were 
great Mobs and Riots about the 
Seflions-Hggle ; and the Lord May- 
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Some 


' 


1 
or, Sir Cri/þe Gaſcoyne, was often 
inſulted and abuſed in his Paſſage 
to and from the Court: The Jury, 
however, brought her in guilty, 


and ſhe was committed'to Newgate; 


but two of the Jurymen having 
made Oath that the Verdict they 
bad given was not 2 to 
their Conſciences, (for, though they 
believed her guilty of Perjury, they 
did not believe her guilty of ful 
and corrupt Perjury) the Council for 
the Priſoner moved for a new Trial; 
which Point being next Seſſion ar. 
gued before five of the Judges, they 

ve their Opinion, that the Ver- 

ict was 4 good one, and perfectly 

 apreeable to the Evidence, and there- 
ore, in Concluſion, ſhe was ſen- 
tence& to one Month's Impriſon- 
ment, and to be tranſported for 
ſeven Years. 

'The moſt noted Perſons, who died 
this Vear, were, John Levęſon Gow- 
er, Earl Gower; Sir William Lee, 
Lord Chief Juftice of the King“, 
Bench; Right Honourable Henry 
Pelham, Chancellor of the Exche- 

ner, and Prime Miniſter fince the 
testen of the late Earl of Or- 
Dr; Dr. Richard Mead, the cele- 
rated Phyſieian; Sir John Strange, 
Maſter of the Rolls; Martin Folkes, 
 Efqz Preſident of the Royal Society; 
Mr. James Gibbs, a ſkilful Archi- 
tect; Mr. Abraham De Moivre, the 
Mathematician; and the well-known 
Writer and Magiſtrate; Henry Field- 
ing, Eſq; | 

The Beginning of the Year 1755 

was diſtinguiſhed by Military Pre- 
- parations of every Kind, and there 
was a warm Preſs for Seamen and 
Landmen; for now the Deſigns of 
the French became fully apparent, 
Advices every Month arriving of the 
Incroachments of that perfidious 
People, in America; and it appeared 
they were now fitting out a ſtron 
Fleet at Bref and Rochfore, whic 
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was ſuppoſed to be deſtined for that 
Part of the World. On March 25, 
his Majeſty ſent a Meſſage to the 
Houſe of Lords, ſignifying the Ne- 
ceſſity of augmenting our Forces by 
Sea and Land, in order to provide 
for the Security of our Colonies in 
America, as well as for the Defence 
of his Kingdoms; to which Meſ. 
ſage both Houſes returned warm and 
dutiful Addreſſes. In April, Advice 
arrived that Commodore . g with 
his Squadron, and the Land Forces 
fent to that Part of the World, un- 
der the Command of General Brad- 
doch, to the Succour of the Colo- 
nies, were ſafely arrived in Virginia. 
The whole Nation was now incenſ- 
ed, to the laſt Degree, at the per- 
fidious Conduct of the French in 
America; fo that moſt of the conſi- 
derable Towns and Corporations in 
the Kingdom gave Rewards, in Ad- 
dition to his Majeſty's Bounty, for 
the Encouragement of Seamen and 
Landmen, to. enter into, his Ma- 
jeſty's Service. Fifty Companies 
of Marines were ordered to be 
raiſed, and the Admirals Boſcawern 
and Mofiyn, with a Squadron of 
fifteen Sail of the Line, a Frigate 
and a Sloop, having two Regi- 
ments on board, ſailed for North- 
America. On the 27th of May, 
Admiral Holbourne ſailed with a 
Squadron of Men of War, to re- 
inforce Admiral Beſcaauen, two 
Ships of whoſe Squadron, the 
Dunkirk and Defiance, on June 10, 
falling in with two French Men 
of Mar, the Alcide, of 64 Guns and 
480 Men, and the Lys, . for 
64 Guns, but mounting only 22, 
and having eight Companies of 
Land-Forces on Board, which were 
ſeparated from the French Fleet 
under M. de la Mothe, a Skirmiſh 
happened, in which the Alcyde and 
Lys were taken. Soon after, Sir 
Edward Hawke ſailed from Port/- 

mouth 
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auth with a ſtrong Squadron, and 
the Duke de Mirepoix, the French 
Ambaſſador, departed this King- 
dom. Advice, about the ſame 
Time, arrived, that Colonel Monck- 
ton, in Nowa-Scotia, with a Party 
of Regulars: and ſome Irregulars, 
had taken the important Forts of 
Beauſejour and Bay Verte from the 
French, with very little Loſs: But, 
as more than a Counterbalance for 
the late good News, the melancho- 
ly Tidings arrived, that the Mars, 
of 70 Guns, was loſt at the Mouth 
of Halifax Harbour, and, from 
Firginia, that Major-General Brad- 
dock, marching through the Woods, 
to Fort Du 2ue/ne, with 1200 Men 
and 10 Pieces of Artillery, was 
ſuddenly attacked by a Body © 
French and Indians, who fired from 


behind the Trees and Bufhes ; and 


our Men, thus aſſaulted, and not 
being able to fee the Enemy, fell 
into Confuſion; the General, Co- 
Jonel Sir Peter Halkett, with many 
Officers of Note, and 200 Men, 
were killed, about 400 wounded, 
and the Remains of our ſcattered 
Troops retreated to join thoſe un- 
der the Command of Colonel Dun- 


Sar, left at Wills Creek, which 
conſiſted of about 800 Men, with 


moſt of the Baggage of the Army, 
&c. who ſoon after further retreated 
with his whole Corps to Penaſiluania. 
In the Month of September, our Men 
of War, having had Orders to make 
Repriſals upon the French, brought 
in upwards of 40 French Ships; and 
the Blandford Man of War was ta- 
ken by them, but, in a vain Diſ- 
play of Moderation, they ſoon af- 
ter releaſed her. However, in the 
Remainder of the Year, we made a 
Kill greater Number of Prizes. 
Meantime the French Indians made 
cruel Inroads upon the Frontiers of 
Firginia, Penn/ilvania, &c. deſtroy- 
ing all before them, murdering 


Men, Women, and Children, and 


forcing the Inhabitants to fly from 
their Plantations. On September 
8, by way of ſome Retaliation for 
Braddeckt's Misfortune, Major-Ge- 
neral Jabaſon defeated a French Ar- 
my under Baron Dieſtau, who at- 
tacked his Intrenchments at Lake 
George: The Baron was taken Pri- 
ſoner with his Aid-de-Camp, and 


' 1000 French were killed in the At- 


tack and Retreat. Mr. Jobn/on was 


for his Bravery created a Baronet, 


and moreover rewarded by the Par- 
liamentary Grant of a conſiderable 
Sum of Money. In November, the 
Eſperance, a Freach Ship of War, 
of 70 Guns, was taken by the Or- 
Ford, Captain Stevens; and ſoon 


f after, Advice arrived, that Major 
Fry had . burnt 253 Houſes, c. 


of the French Neutrals in Nowa- 
Scotia, and defeated a Party of 
them that oppoſed him. Two 
Treaties were alſo made publick 
about that Time; one of them 
with the Empreſs of Ru/ja, who 
was, on certain Conditions, to fur- 


niſh 55,000 Horſe and Foot, and 
5o G 


alleys, and the other with 


the Landgrave of -le who 
or 


was to furniſh 8000 ſe and 
Foot, whenever he was required 
ſo to do; for it was not doubt- 
ed that the French would fall up- 


on the Electorate of Hanover, as 


2 were not a Match for us at 
ea. 

Having thus — the Hiſtory 
of this now-kindling War for the 
preſent Year, I ſhall return to ſuch 
other Tranſactions as are of Im- 
portance enough to be recorded in 
this brief Hiſtory. . 

On April 25, his Majeſty, after 

iving the Royal Aſſent to a Num- 
Hoo of publick and private Biils, 
put an End to the Seſſion. Amongſt 
the Bills was one for the Relief of 


Inſolvent Debtors, On November 13s ; 
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moſt totally deſtroyed, with near 
0,000 of its miſerable Inhabitants. 
is Majeſty, upon Advice of this 

ſhocking Calamity, ſent a Meſſage 

to the Houſe of Lords, who addrex. 
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tbe Parliament met again, and his 
Majeſty opened the Seſſion with a 
moſt gracious Speech; and on De- 
cember 10 and 23, his Majeſty gave 
the Royal Aſſent to the Land-Tax, 


Mutiny, and Malt Bills. The 
Grand Seignior died at the Begin- 


ning of the Vear, and was ſucceed- 


ed, in the Oibman Throne, by his 


ſed him thereupon ; and he was ena- 
bled, by Parliament, to ſend a large 


Sum of Money, and a conſiderable 
uantity of Proviſions,” for the Re- 


Brother Oſman. About the ſame 
Time a deſperate Gang of Smug- 
glers, headed by one Mardrin, car- 
. Tied on, by Force of Arms, an 11- 
licit Trade in the South of France, 
and defeated ſeveral Parties of 
Troops ſent to ſuppreſs them. At 
length their Leader being taken 
nad broke upon the Wheel, a Stop 
Was put to their Inſolencies. The 
Dey of Algiers was aſſaſſinated in 
his Palace by his mutinous Soldi- 


lief of the Portugueſe. In December, 
the Fdyftone Light-Houſe was unfor- 
tunately conſumed by Fire. 

Sir William Yonge, late Secretary 
at War, Dr. Wil/on, the pious Bi- 
ſhop of Sodor and Man, Mr. James 
Heds fon, a celebrated Mathemati- 
cian, and Mr. Fenkins Thomas Phil- 
lips, Hiſtoriographer to his Maje- 
ſy, departed this Life in the Year 
1755. 

4 a January, 1756, Mr. Fox, one of 


Aga of the Spabic. 


Lottery for 


ers, and ſucceeded by Ali Baſpa, 
In March, 
Prince Frederick of Heſs, his Ma- 


jeſty's Son-in-Law, turning Roman 


Catholick, his Majeſty and the 
States-General, at the Requiſition 
of the Landgrave his Father, gua- 


yantied the Proteſtant Religion and 


Sueceſſion in that Landgraviate. 
The Great Mogul was depoſed by 
the rebellious Maraitaes. Peter Le- 
heup, Eſq; a Commiſſioner of the 
oo, ooo . received 
Judgment at the King's Bench Bar, 
in May, and was fined 1000 J. for 
ſome Irregularities and illegal Prac- 
tices in his Management as a Com- 
wiffioner. The Month of Novem- 
ber was very fatal to many Places, 
occaſioned by an almoſt- univerſal 
Convulſion throughout the known 
World, which was far from being 
unnoticed even in theſe Kingdoms, 
where the Waters in many Places 
were ſurprifingly agitated, But in 
1 5 and Portugal the greateſt Miſ- 
chief was ſuſtained by this terrible 
Earthquake; and the proud City of 
Liſbon, Capital of P ortugal, was al- 


his Majeſty's Principal Secretaries 


of State, received a Letter from 
M. Rouille, Secretary, for Foreign 


Affairs, to the French 


King, de- 
manding Reſtitution for the Veſlels 
taken from the Subjects of France, 
and complaining of the Inſults of- 
fered to the French Flag. In an- 
ſwer, by his Majeſty's Command, 
theſe Veſſels were refuſed to be re- 
ſtored, unleſs France made Satiſ- 


faction for the Inſults offered to 


the Crown and Dignity of his Ma- 
jeſty, and for the Hoſtilities com- 
mitted by the French King's Sub- 


jects, in America, in time of pro- 


found Peace: This was followed 
by Repreſentations and Memorials, 
drawn up on both Sides, in regard 
to their mutual Rights, which 
were ſent to all the Bots in Eu- 
rope; but thoſe of the Engliſh, be- 
ing remarkably clear and fatisfac- 
tory, plainly reſuted all the French 
had advanced. In February, a Pro- 
clamatioa was iſſued, for better 


guarding the Coaſts againſt any 
Attempts of the Enemy; and a 
Publick Faſt was obſerved, on mo 
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Sth of that Month, on occafion of 
the late Earthquakes, Sc. Soon 
after, the French King publiſhed 
Repriſals againſt the Ezgliſ, and 
ſeized all the Eng/if Veſſels in his 
Ports and Harbours, | 
On March 23, his Majeſty, by 
Meſſage, acquainted both Houſes of 
a deſigned Invaſion from France; 
that he had taken proper Meaſures 
for the Security of his Dominions, 
and requeſted a Body of Heſſian 
Troops to be forthwith brought 
hither. To this Meſſage an An- 
ſwer was returned, perfectly agree- 
able to his Majeſty's Intentions, 
and warlike Preparations were car- 
ried on with amazing Vigour and 
Celerity. On the iſt of April, Ad- 
dreſſes were preſented, from both 
Houſes, for bringing over a Body 
of Hanoverian Troops, for our greater 
Security; and his Majeſty aſſured them 
he would give Orders for that Pur- 
oſe. The City, the Merchants, 
Ee. Sc. preſented Addreſſes, alſo, 
about the ſame Time; in which 
they expreſſed their Deteſtation of 


any intended Invaſion, and their 


Reſolution to ſtand by his Ma- 
jeſty with their Lives and For- 
tunes. 

On April 7, the Admirals Byzg 
and Ven ſailed from St. Helen's to 
the Mediterranean, with a Squadron 
of Ships of War. Advice was re- 
ceived, that great Part of Bridge- 
Town, in Barbadoes, was conſumed 
by Fire; and that, on April 28, 
1755, the City of Quito, in Peru, 
was deſtroyed by an Earthquake, 
On May 15, the Heſfan Troops 
landed, from Germany; and on 4 4 
18th, War was declared againſt 
France. On the 27th, his Majeſty 
gave the Royal Aſſent to ſeveral 
Acts; amongſt which was that 
for building a Bridge, acroſs the 
Thames, at Blacłſtyars; and, after 
a very gracious, Speech, the Par- 
liament was adjourned to June 18. 
A French Squadron of 15 Ships 


late Governor of Gibraltar, was, 


7 
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and Frigates, having landed a Body 
of 11,000 Men, under the Duke de 
Richelieu, before Ciudadella, in the 
Iſland of Minorca, on April 30, they 
began the Siege of Fort St. Philip's, 
defended by a Garriſon- of four Re- 
giments, and one Company of Ar- 
tillery, under the brave General 
Blakeney. Hereupon Admiral 
got off Mahon, with his I on 
May 19, and, on the 2oth, came up 
with the French Fleet, under M. 
la Galaſſionere; and an Action enſued, 
in which Rear-Admiral , with his 
Diviſion, behaved gallantly; but, 
through the Backwardnefs of Ad- 
miral Byng, the 1 ment never 
became general; and ſome Dama 
having been ſuſtained by three Ships 
of the Squadron, the Admiral re- 
turned to Gibraltar, Governor 
Blakeney held out, in Fort Sr. Phi- 
lip's, until June 28, when he ſur- 
rendered it upon honourable Terms. 
The Behaviour * Admiral gave 
ſuch Umbrage at home, that Sir 
Edward Hawke and Mr. Saunders 
were ſent to relieve, and order him 
to England, under Arreſt, with his 
brave Rear-Admiral; and, when 
Byng arrived, he was immediately 
contined, to wait the Iſſue of a 
Court-Martial, On Juse 19, the 
French King declared War againft 
Great-Britain; and, about the fame 
Time, the Duieh came to a Reſo- 
lution, to refuſe the ſtipulated Sue- 
cour of 6080 Men, in caſe we were 
attacked, which had been demand - 
ed, on the Part of his Majeſty, by 
Mr. Yorke. 

On Auguſt 10, General Fawtke, 


by a General Court-Martial, fuf- 
nded for one Year, for difobey- 
ing his Majeſty's Order, fignified 
by the Secretary at War, to fend a 
Reinforcement from Gibraltar to 
Minorca, on Board Admiral Byag*s 
Fleet : Accordingly, he was, ſoon 
after, diſmiſſed 1 Service, and 
114 not 


— 
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not reſtored during the Remainder 
of this Reign, though his Caſe was 
judged to be a very hard one. a 
Throat the Middle of the Year, it 
was confirmed, that the Courts of 
Vienna and Verſailles had entered into 
an Alliance, offenſive and defenſive, 
as a Counterbalance to that between 
his Britannicl Majeſty and the Kin 
of Pru//ia;, and, ſoon after, Ruſſe 


 acceded thereto. 


On Auguft 20, the City of Lon- 
den, in an Addreſs to his Majeſty, 
lamented the preſent Poſture of Af- 
fairs, the Loſs of Minorca, and be- 
ſought Juſtice on the Authors of 
that national Diſgrace. Addreſſes, 
and Inſtructions to the Repreſenta- 
tives in Parliament, in the ſame 
Strain, were ſent up from all Parts 
of the Nation, an univerſal Diſſa- 
tis faction againſt the Conduct of 
the Miniſtry now prevailing every 
where. In the Beginning of that 
Month, 15, ooo Houſes were con- 


ſumed by Fire at Conffantinople, 


and near 1000 Perſons periſhed in 
the Flames. The King of Prufia, 
having been able to obtain no poſi- 
tive Narbe from the Imperial 
Court, that they would not attack 
him, which he had | gr Reaſon to 
apprehend, reſolved to begin firſt, 
by demanding a free Paſſage for 
his Armies through the Territories 
of Saxony. However, even before 
he could receive an Anſwer, he en- 
tered that Electorate with two con- 
ſiderable Bodies of Forces, publiſh- 
ing a Manifeſto, to juſtify his Con- 
duct; and exacted all the Taxes, 
and very heavy Contributions, of 
the Electorate. Meantime the King 
of Poland drew his Troops together, 


and encamped in a ſtrong Situation, 


between Pirna and Konig flein; and 
Marſhal Keith, with another ſtrong 
Army of PFruſſians, penetrated into 
Bohemia, and was joined by the 


King of Pruſſia, on the 28th of Sep- 
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tember. On October 1, they came 
up with the Auſtrian Army, under 
Count Brown, at Lowo/chutz, and 
defeated it, killing and taking Pri- 
ſoners near 6000 Men, with the 


: Loſs, on the Pruſſian Side, of 2000 


Men killed and wounded. On the 
15th of October, the whole Saxon 
Army, having left their ſtrong 
Camp, in order to retreat into Bo- 
hemia, to facilitate which, Count 
Brown had marched, with a conſider- 
able Detachment, from the Auſffrian 
Army, were ſurrounded by the Pru/- 
Han, and made Priſoners; and 
Count Brown ſuffered ſome Loſs be- 
fore he could rejoin his Army. 
Moſt of the Saxon private Soldiers 
took on in the King of Prufſia's 
Service. In the Beginning of No- 
vember, the Pruſſian Troops went in- 
to Winter-Quarters, in Saxony; and, 
ſoon after, the Au/trians, in Bohemia. 

At Sea, we, this Year, made 
many conſiderable Prizes from the 
Enemy, particularly the Arc-en-Ci- 
el, a Man of War, of 64 Guns; and 
the French took from us the Ware 
wick, of 60 Guns, in the Wet-In- 
dies. Admiral Watſon took the Fort 
of Geriah, the chief Seat of the fa- 
mous Angria, the Pirate, in the 
Eaft- Indies, and deſtroyed his whole 
Fleet of Ships and Grabs, with 
which, for many Years, he had an 
noyed our Company's Trade, an 
that of the other European Traders 
to thoſe Seas. Ofevego, on the Lake 
Ontario, was taken . us by the 
French, and the Garriſon made Pri- 
ſoners of War. 

At the Cloſe of the Vear, the 
Scarcity of Corn, and Dearneſs, in 
conſequence, of all Sorts of Pro- 
viſions, was ſeverely ſelt in moſt 
Parts of England, and occaſioned 
many Tumults and Riſings of the 
Populace. In November, was a 


Change of the Miniſtry, which 
ſoon gave new Life to the 2 
| 0 
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of the Government, which had 
ſtrangely languiſhed in the Hands 
of the former Adminiſtration. Mr. 
Legge was made Chancellor of the 
Exchequer ; the Seals were put in- 
to Commiſſion ; Earl Temple ſuc- 
ceeded Lord Anſon, as firſt Lord of 
the Admiralty; and Mr. Pitt was 
made a Secretary of State, in the 
Room of Mr. Fox. On December 
2, the Seſſion of Parliament was 
opened. On the 4th, an Embargo 
- was laid on all Ships, in Great- 
Britain or Ireland, laden, or to be 
Iaden, with Malt, Meal, Flour, 
Sc. Sc. and, ſoon after, the Ha- 
noverian Troops, whoſe Reſidence 
here had cauſed great Uneaſineſs, 
and many Debates, began to em- 
bark for Germany. On the 27th, 
the Court-Martial on Admiral Byzg 
began their Proceedings. 

he principal Perſons, that de- 
ceaſed this Year, were, William 
Stanhope, Earl of Harrington ; Sir 
Dudley Ryder, Lord Chief Juſtice of 
the Court of King's Bench; Dr. 
Sykes, a very honeſt and learned 
Divine ; Gilbert Ne, Eſq; a ſkilful 


Defender of the Chriſtian Religion; 


Charles Viner, Eſq; Author of the 
Abridgement of the Law; and 


Theodore, Baron Newhef, late King 


of Corfica. 

In the Year 1757, the Parlia- 
ment granted 55,000 Men, for Sea- 
Service, including 11,419 Marines, 
and 49,749 Men, comprehending 
= Invalids, for the Land- 

rvice. The whole Supplies grant- 
ed this Seſſion were 8, 350, 325 J. gs. 
75 The Parliament took proper 

eaſures to relieve the Nation, 
ſuffering by the Dearth of Corn: 
The famous and conſtitutional Mi- 
litia-Bill ; that for quartering the 
foreign Troops, which was ren- 
dered neceſſary by the Inn-Keepers 
and Publicans having refuſed to 
have them billeted upon them ; 


"ſhot, on boar 
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that for the wt gy of the Ma- 
rine Forces whilſt on Shore; that 
for the more ſpeedy and effeQual 
Recruiting of the Land-Forces and 
Marines; that for regulating Pawn- 
Brokers, &c. and ſeveral others, 
calculated for benefiting ' our Trade 
and Manufactures, were paſſed into 
Laws: And an Enquiry alſo was 
made into the Loſs of Minorca, 
and ſome other Affairs that called 
loudly for Examination. On the 
4th of July, the Seſſion was cloſed 
by a gracious Speech from the 
Throne. Admiral Byng being ſen- 
tenced to be ſhot to Death, by bis 
Court-Martial, though cleared of 
Cowardice or Diſaffection, his 
Judges recommended him to Mer- 
cy; and various Methods were tri- 
ed by his Friends, both at Court, 


and in the Houſe of Commons, to 
et him reprieved from his a Fa 


ut, all proving ineffectual, he was 
the Monargue, in 
Port ſinoutb Harbour, on the 14th 


of March, behaving with the ut- 


moſt Dignity and Fortitude in his 
laſt Moments, and, in the Paper 
he delivered before his Execution, 
ſtiling himſelf, A Victim, deftined to 
divert the Indignation and Reſentment 
of an injured and deluded People from 
the proper Objects. | 

On April , the Seals were taken 
from Mr. Pitt, and Mr. Legge was 
removed from being Chancellor of 


the Exchequer; but this Change 


in the Adminiſtration cauſing a ge- 
neral Diſſatis faction, they were re- 
ſtored to their Poſts in about two 
Months afterwards. Soon after, 
Sir Robert Henley was made Lord 
Keeper of the Great-Seal, and the 
Cuſtody of the Privy-Seal was de- 
livered to Lord Temple. 

On the 8th of September, a ſtrong 


Fleet, commanded by Sir £4ward 


Hawhe, and a large 1 4 Troops, 
under the Orders of Sir John Mor- 
daunt, 
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adaunt, ſet Sail, on a ſecret Expedi- 


tion, to the Coaſt of France; of 


which the Nation, in general, had 
formed great Expectations, and at 
which the Enemy were in the utmoſt 
Confternation : In the Sequel, how- 
ever, the Defign, which proved to 
be againſt Rochefort, miſcarried, the 
Enemy ſuffering nothing more from 
it than the Taking the ſmall Iſland 
of Aix. To diſcover the Cauſe of 
this Difappointment, which greatly 
diflatisfied the People, the Conduct 
of the General was enquired into, 
by a Board of General Officers, up- 
on whoſe Report he was tried by a 


Court- Martial, and, to the Surpriſe 


of every one, was acquitted. 

At the Beginning of the Year, 
ſeveral ſtrong Fleets were ſent out, 
to different Parts of the World, un- 
ger the Admirals Ves, Coates, and 
Hellorne. and to the Eaſt-Tndies, 
nnder Commodore Stevens. Our 
Cruizers and Privateers had con- 
fidcrable gucceſs againſt the Enemy, 
and mar pallant Actions were per- 
formed, in the Courſe thereof, on 
both Sides. 

Riots and Tumults ſtill continu- 
ed in various Parts of the King- 
dom. occaſioned by the illegal 
Practices of the Buyers of Corn; 
and the Oppoſition of the infa- 
tuzicd Mob to the Execution of 
the Militia-Law cauſed ſome Blood- 
ſed, and great Conſternation, in 


many Parts of the Kingdom. 


In America, this Year, the Ene- 
mes deſtroyed many of our Back- 
Settlements with Fire and Sword, 
Our Expedition againft Lovi/beurgh, 
under Lord Loudoun and Admiral 
Holborne, did not ſucceed, though 
not by the Fault of thoſe Command- 
ers. The French General, the Mar- 

nis of Montcalm, took Fort Vil- 
— Henry. on Lake George; and 
his JIadians, in Violation ot the Ca- 
Pitul-tion, were ſuffered cruelly to 
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maſſacre Part of the Garriſon after 
its Surrender. Admiral Holborne's 
Fleet alſo was greatly damaged b 

a Storm, and was near being all 
deſtroyed on the Rocks, on the 
Coaſt of Cape Breton; the Tilbury, 
however, was the only Ship wreck- 
ed, and near Half her Crew periſh- 
ed, In the Fa/i-Indzes, Admiral 
Watſon and Colone! Clive regained 
the Settlement and Fort of Calcutta, 


which was taken, the precedin 


Year, by the Nabob of Bengal, who 
behaved with the utmoſt Cruelty to 
his Priſoners, ſuffocating Numbers 
of them by cloſe Confinement in a 
Place called the Black-Hole, Af⸗- 
terwards they reduced Hugbley, and 
Colonel Clive defeated the Nabob 
in a pitched. Battle, and forced 
him to enter into a Treaty, to in- 
demnify the Englifs for their Loſſes. 
The Colonel then made himſelf 
Maſter of the valuable French 
Town and Fort of Chandenagore, 
aſſiſted by the Admirals Vatſon and 
Pecocke, Another great Victory 
was obtained over the Nabob, who 
had acted in a perfidious and trea- 
cherous Manner, contrary to the 
Terms of the late Treaty ; and he 
was, finally, depoſed, and Ali Khan 
appointed Nabob of Bengal, Babar 
and Or:xa, in his Room. Thus 
the French were excluded the 
Commerce of Bengal and its De- 
pendences, the Engliß Company 
reſtored to an increaſed Trade, and 
full Satisfaction was made for the 
late Loſſes at Calcutta, with prince- 
ly Rewards to our Officers, and 
Land and Sea-Forces. Theſe Ad- 
vantages were followed by two 
great Misfortunes, in the Death of 
the brave Admiral Fat/on, and the 
Loſs of Fizagapatam, on the Coaſt 

of Coromandel. = 
On the Continent of Zuroze, the 
French made themſelves Maſters of 
moſt of the King of Pruffia's Do- 
minions 
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minions upon the Borders of the 
Low- Countries; ſeized upon Emb- 
den, and the Province of Eaft- 
- Frieland; and, ſoon after, they got 
Poſſeſſion of his Duchy of Cleeves, 
and County of Mark, and took the 
Towns of Veſel, Emmerick, 
Maſjeyk, and the City of Gueldres ; 
in which Places, as well as in the 
Electorate of Hanover, they levied 
moſt exorbitant Contributions. The 
Duke of Cumberland, being obliged 
to fall back to Haftenbeck, * with the 
Army of Obſervation, on Fuly 25, 
was attacked, by the ſuperior Army 
of the French, under the Marſhal 
4 Etrtes, and forced to retreat, firſt 
to Hamelen, and afterwards to Stade; 
when the French became Maſters of 
Hamelen, and, ſoon after, of the 
whole EleQorate of Hanover, and 
the Territories of the Duke of 
Walfenbutth ; and a Detachment of 
the French Army, under M. Con- 
' Fades, took Poſſeſſion of the Terri- 
tories of Hege-Cafpl, without any 
conſiderable Oppoſition. Upon 
this rapid Progreſs of the French, 
the Duke of Cumberland was forced 
to accept of the Mediation of the 
King of Denmark, and concluded, 
through the Intervention of his 
Miniſter, the Convention of Clo/ter- 
Seven with the French General; 
by which the Hanowerians were ob- 
* to lay down their Arms, a 


eutrality was granted to the Elec- 


torate, Sc. c. By this Conven- 
tion, the French being let looſe, 
with their whole Force, upon the 
Pruſſian Dominions, they felt their 
Cruelty and Rapacity very ſeverely. 
Meantime, the Duke of Cumber- 
land returned to England, and re- 
ſigned all his Military Employ- 
ments, At the latter End of the 
Year, however, this famous Con- 
vention was broken by the French; 
and thereupon, the FHanowerian 
Amy, with the Allies, reſumed its 
Activity, under Prince Ferdinand 


and 


his intrenched Camp, 
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of Brunſwick; and, before the 
Cloſe of the Year, drove the French, 
under the Duke de Richelieu, from 
many of the Places they had poſ- 
ſeſſed themſelves of, in the Electo- 
rate of Hanover, e. 

His Prufftan' Majeſty, who, as 
Elector of Brandenburgh had been 
put under the Ban of the Empire, 
entered Bohemia, at the Opening of 
the Campaign, in four different and 
oppoſite Places. By one of. theſe 
four Armies, under the Prince of 
Bevern, was defeated an Auſtrian 
Army, under Count Konig /es, at 
Reichenberg. When the Pruſſian 
Monarch had united his ſeveral 


Corps, he paſſed the Moldau, at- 


tacked. the Auſtrian Army, near 
Prague, on May 6, and totally de- 
feated it, taking a great Number of 
Priſoners, Artillery, Ammunition, 
and Baggage; and Prince Charles 
of Lorrain, with 40,000 of the 
Fugitives, taking Shelter in the 
City of Prague, it was inveſted by 
the Prufians, and cruelly bom- 
barded; but, meantime, Count 
Daun, having drawn together an- 
other Auſtrian Army, intrenched 
himſelf at Kaolin, or Kaurzim, and 
divided the Attention of the Pru/- 
fans, who were obliged to detach 


a great Body of Troops, from be- 


fore Prague, to obſerve his Mo- 
tions. At length, the King him- 
ſelf found it neceſſary, in order to 
take all Hopes from the Garriſon 
of Prague, of being relieved, to 
march, with a Part of his Forces, 
againſt Daun, and attack him in 
but was 
forced to retreat with very great 
Loſs, to raiſe the Siege of Prague, 
and take Refuge in Saxony. This 
Misfortune was followed by many 
others; ſo that his Pru/ian Ma- 
jeſty, attacked on all Sides, by 
French, Auftrians, Ruſſians, &c. was 
almoft at the Brink of Deſtruction, 
according to all human Appear- 

| ance. 
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ance, The Ruſſians took Memel, 


and invaded Pruffia with a power- 
ful Army; but, being attacked in 


their Intrenchments, by the Pru/- 
fan General, M. Lehawvald, with 
about 30,000 Men, and ſeverely 
handled, they, ſoon after, aban- 
doned that Kingdom, and retreat- 
ed into Poland. His Pruſſian Ma- 
zeſty, harraſſed by Fatigues, cha- 
— with many Loſſes, and his 

roops diminiſhing by Sickneſs, 
Deſertion, and repeated blood 


Skirmiſhes, yet retrieved his At-. 


fairs by a glorious Winter-Cam- 
paign; and, when his Friends had 
given him over for loſt, and his 
Capital, Berlin, was pillaged, and 


laid under Contribution, defeated 


the combined Army of French and 
imperialiſts, conſiſting ' of 65,000 
Men, on the 5th of November, at 


Roſbach, with an Army reduced to 


about 20,000 Men. The Auſtrians 
having, meanwhile, made confider- 
able Progreſs in Sil:fa, taken 
Schweidnitz, and defeated the 
Prince of Bevern, near Breſſau, this 
indefatigable Monarch immediate- 
ly flew to the Relief of that Part of 
his Dominions, and, on the 5th of 
December, totally routed the grand 
Auftrian Army, at Lifa, being juſt 
one Month after his Victory at Ro/o 
bach: Afterwards he retook Bre/lau 
and Schaveidnitz, and became Maſter 
of all Silzſia. 
The Swedes, having declared a- 
ou his Pruſſian Majeſty, entered 
ruffian Pomerania, and made ſome 
Progreſs there, but were driven 


out again by the Pruſfans, under 


General Manten e; and M. Leh- 
walz, following them into Sævediſb 
Pomerania, made himſelf Maſter of 
the whole Country, and forced them 


to ſeek Refuge under the Cannon 


of Stralſund. 

In Judy, I ſhall juſt obſerve, that 
the Court of Ynrna recalled her 
Miniſters from London; Mr. Keith 
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returned from that Court; all Cor- 
reſpondence was broke off between 


the two Powers; and the Commu- 


nication between Exgland and O/- 


tend, Nieuport, and Bruges, ceaſed, 


the two former, ſoon after, being 


garriſoned by the French. 


On January 5, the French King 


was ſtabbed, in his Palace, by a 


ſallen Enthuſiaſt, named Damien, 


who, for that Crime, was put to all 


the Tortures haman Art could de- 
viſe; and ſuffered a moſt terrible 


Death, with great Reſolution, plain- 


ly appearing, by the Inſanity of his 
Mind, to be an improper Object for 
ſuch ſhocking Cruelties, which to 


recapitulate would caſt an Odium 


upon human Nature itſelf. . 

I ſhall now return home, and juſt 
obſerve, that, on December 1, his 
Majeſty opened the Seſſion of Par- 
liament with a Speech, as uſual. 

The moſt remarkable Perſons, 
that deceaſed in the Year 1757, 
were, Horatio, Lord Walpole, Bro- 
ther of the late Sir Robert Walpole, 
Earl of Orford; Dr. Thomas Black- 
evell, Author of many elegant 


Pieces; Dr, Herring, Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury; Vice-Admiral Ve; 


the brave and honeſt Admiral Ver- 
von; Colley Cibber, the celebrated 
Comedian and Poet Laureat ; her 
Royal Highneſs the Princeſs Caro- 
line-Elizabeth, third Daughter of 
his Majeſty, in the 45th Year of her 
Age, a Princeſs of the utmoſt Hu- 
manity and Tenderneſs, and whoſe 
Charity and Benevolence had been 
very diffuſive; and Sir Benjamin 
Keene, long Ambaſſador at the 
Court of Spain. 

For the Year 1758, the Parlia- 
ment granted, for the Navy, 60,0600 
Men, including 14,845 Marines ; 
and for the Land-Service 53,777 
effective Men, comprehending 4000 
Invalids. The Total of the Sup- 


plies of the Seſſion of Parliament 
April 
Il, 


was 10,486,457 /. os. 64, On 
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it, 2 new: Treaty was concluded 


with the King of Pruſſta, 5 which. 
ſel 


his Majeſty engaged himſelf to pay 
that Monarch 670,0001. Sterling at 
once, upon his Demand thereof. 
The contracting Powers alſo en- 
gaged, not to conclude any Treaty 
of Peace, Truce, or Neutrality, 
nor any other Sort of Convention, 
or Agreement, with the Powers 


engaged in the preſent War, but in 


Concert, and by mutual Apree- 
ment. 


Milford-Hawen; that for the En- 


couragement of Seamen ; that for 


_ explaining the Militia Act; that 
for the Repairing of London-Briage ; 
that for the Importation of Beef, 
Butter, and Pork, from FHreland ; 


that for encouraging the Growth 
of Madder ; and many other im- 


portant and beneficial Bills, recei- 
ved the Royal Aſſent in this Seffion 
of Parliament, which was cloſed, 
June , by a Speech from the 
Lords Commiſſioners appointed by 
his Majeſty, who was indiſpoſed. 
F ſhall obſerve here, that the Parli- 


ament met again oh, Nowember 23, 


and the Seſſion was opened by Com- 
miſſion ; and on the 7th of Decem- 


ber, a new Treaty was concluded 


with the King of Pruſſia, which was 
only a Renewal of that of April 11, 
and of the Subſidy, for the enſuing 
Year, 720 

I ſhall now give a brief Detail 
of the principal Operations of the 
War, in all Parts of the World, 
during the Year 1758. 

By the excellent Conduct of the 
Adminiftration, and particularly in 


the Naval Department, our Cruizers 


had ſuch glorious Succeſs, that the 


French Trade was almoſt annihi- 


lated. Many very brave and pal- 


lant Actions were performed by the 


King's Ships and Privateers, of 
which I have not Room for a par- 
ticular Mention. Amongſt the 


Commanders of ſingle Ships, who 


The Bill for fortifying 


greatly diſtinguiſhed themſelves by 
their Conduct and Intrepidity, the 
principal were, Forreft, Tyrrel, Git= 
chriſt, and Lockhart ; Names which 
will be ever held in Eſteem by their 
Country. Commodore Holmes re- 
gained Embden from the French, and 
took. ſome of the Baggage of the 
Garriſon, by ſending two of his 
ſmall. Ships to anchor in the River, 
between Knock and the City. Ad- 
miral Orne fell in with a French 
8 of four Ships, command- 

by the Marquis 4% 2e/ze, on the 
Coaſt of Spain, and took the Fo- 
droyant, of 80 Guns and 800 Men, 
commanded by the Marquis himſelf, 
and the Orphee, of 64 Guns, and 
drove the Oriflamme on Shore. The 
Foudroyant was taken by the Mon- 
mouth, whoſe gallant Commander, 
Captain Gardener, loſt his Life im 
the Conflict. Sir Edward Hawke, 
in the Beginning of April, ran on 
Shore, near the Iſle of Aix, five 


French Ships of the Line and ſeveral 


Frigates and Tranſports, who were 
intended for AY with 

Troops, and a large Quanti 
* — — — — Fa 
The French threw over-board their 
Cannon, c. and the End of the 
Equipment of this Fleet was entire- 
ly defeated. Captain Dennis, in 
the Dor/erfhire, took the Rari/onable, 
of 64 Guns and 630 Men; but 
two great Misfortunes happened 
to our Navy, by the Loſs of the 
Invincible, of 74 Guns, and the 


Deſtruction of the Prince George, 


of 80 Guns, commanded by Rear- 
Admiral Broderick, which took Fire 
at Sea, in her Paſſage to the Medi- 
terranean, and 500 of her Crew pe- 
riſhed. 
Two Deſcents were made this Vear 
upon the French Coaſt; in the firſt 
of which, under the Direction of 
the Duke of Marlborough, and Com- 
modore Howe, a great Quantity of 
Naval Stores, two Ships of War, 
many 


494 enn 


many Privateers, and 80 Veſſels, of 
different Sorts, were ſet on Fire, 
and reduced to Aſhes, almoſt under 
the Cannon of Sz. Males, In the 
ſecond, under the Command of Ge- 
neral Bligh, and Mr, Howe, Cher- 
bourgh was taken, the Harbour de- 
ftroyed, with the Baſon, and all the 
Forts in its Neighbourhood, and 
20 Braſs Cannon — on board the 
Engliſb Fleet, which were afterwards 
expoſed to the View of the Popu- 
lace, in Hyge-Park, and drawn, in 
grand Parade, from thence to the 
Tower, General Bligh then reim- 
barked his Troops, landed again at 
St. Lunaire, to the Weſtward of St. 
Males, and deftroyed 15 ſmall Veſ- 
ſels at St. Briac. The Fleet ſailed 
from St. Lunaire to the Bay of Sz. 
Cas, and the Land-Forces marched 
to that Place through the Country, 
when a terrible Misfortune befel 
them: After moſt of the Army was 
re-imbarked, and only the Rear- 
Guard, conſiſting of all the Grena- 
diers, and half of the firſt Regi- 
ment of Guards, remained on Shore, 
to the Number of 1500, under Ge- 
neral Dury, they were attacked by 
2 great Body of French, and about 
1000 of them killed or taken Pri- 
ſoners; amongſt the Killed was 
their Commander. Prince Edward 
(now Duke of York) went a Volun- 
teer in this Expedition, with Com- 
modore Howe, and behaved with 
remarkable Intrepidity. Captain 
Herwey, in the Monmouth, deſtroyed 
a French Frigate, of 40 Guns, in 
the Ifland of Malta; and the Bell:- 
gueux, of 64 Guns, was taken in 
St, George's Channel, by Captain Sau- 
marex, in the Antelope. Many Pira- 
cies were committed by ſome aban- 
doned Miſcreants, in Exgliſb Priva- 
teers, upon the Ships and Goods of 
Neutral Nations; and thereupon 
the Lords of the Admiralty pro- 
miſed, in the Gagette, a Reward 
of 500/7. to any one who ſhould 


Carriers, 


diſcover the Offenders; ſome of 


whom were accordingly brought to 
condign Puniſhment, The Dutch 
having, contrary to Treaties, and: 
the Law of Nations, ſupplied the 
French with Naval Stores, c. and 
tranſported the Produce of the 
French oy aha to Europe, as 

ired by the Proprietors, 
a ag Number of their Ships were 
taken, and condemned, as lawful. 


Prizes, in England and Jamai- 


ca; which raiſed a loud Clamour 


againſt the Engliſb in Holland, and 
cauſed many Altercations between 
the two Governments. A ſmall 
Squadron, under Captain Marſh, 
took from the French their valuable 
Settlement of Senegal, on the Coaſt 
of Africa, with their two Factories 
of Podore and Galam, on that River, 
in the Month of April. And before 
the Cloſe of the Vear, Commodore 
Keppel added to that good Fortune, 


by the Reduction of the Iſland of 


Goree, His Squadron, for that Ex- 


pedition, ſuffered one great Mis for- 
tune, however, in the Loſs of the 


Litchfield, Captain Barton, with a 
Tranſport and Bomb- Tender, which 
were wrecked on the Coaſt of Bar- 
bary, in the Dominions of Morocco, 


and 130 Men periſhed; but Cap- 


tain Barton and the reſt, to the 
Number of 220, reached the Shore, 
were cruelly treated by the Natives, 
and detained in Captivity till they 
were ranſomed by the Government. 
In July, Admiral Bo/cawen, with 
a ſtrong Fleet, and General Amherst. 
with a confiderable Army, reduced 
the City of Louiſbourgh, and the 
whole Iſland of Cape-Breton; and 
many French Ships of War were 
deſtroyed in the Harbour. The 
Reduction of this important Place 
was celebrated in England with great 
Rejoicings 3 Addreſſes were preſent- 
ed from all Parts to his Majeſty, 
upon the Occaſion ; and the brave- 


Commanders received the * 
f © 
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of the Britiſ Parliament. Lord 
Rolls, ſoon after, reduced the Iſland 
of Sr. John; but the main Body of 
the Engliſb Forces, under Major- 
General Abercrombie, were repulſed 
in the Attack upon the French In- 
trenchments at Fort Ticonderoga, 
with the Loſs of 1800 Men killed 
or wounded, including a great Num- 
ber of Officers. In this Expedition, 
and previous to the Attack, Lord 
Howe, a promiſing young Noble- 
man, and brave Officer, loſt: his 
Life, to the great Regret of his 
Country. However, a Detachment 
from the Army took and deſtroyed 

ort Frontenac, ſituated on the 
North Side of the River &. Zaww- 
rence, juſt where it derives itſelf from 
the Lake Ontario, and four French 
Veſſels upon the Lake were alſo 
taken, to the great Loſs and Diſap- 

ointment of the Enemy. Brigadier 

orbes ſoon afterwards made him- 
ſelf Maſter of Fort d Queſne, upon 
the Ohio, the Name of which he al- 
tered to Piteſburgh; but did not long 
ſurvive this great Service, his Con- 


ſtitution being exhauſted by his un- 


intermitted Fatigues in the Service. 
In the Eaft-Indies, the Britiſb Squa- 
dron, under the Command of Ad- 
miral Pococke and Commodore Ste- 
vent, had two bloody Engagements 
with the French Fleet in thoſe Seas, 
commanded by M. d Apche, and in 
both had greatly the Advantage; 
but M. Lally took from us Fort Sz. 


Dawid e, Cudalore, and ſome other 


Places, the French Land-Forces be- 
ing now much fuperior to the 
Engliſh. | | 

On the Continent of Zurope, the 
War raged with increaſed Via- 
lence : The French were driven, by 
the Allies, to the Rhine, and forced 
to abandon Hanover, Hes, and all 
their former Conqueſts, not with- 
out many bloody Cooflicts. in 


which the young Hereditary Prince 


405 
of Brunſwick greatly diſtinguĩſhed 
himſelf. In the Beginning of Fax, 
Prince Ferdinand paſſed the Rhineg. 
at the Head of the Allied Army, 
and, on Fane 23, defeated the Lett 
Wing of the Frexch Army, at Cre- 
welt, with the Loſs of ſome Stau- 
dards, Colours, and Cannon, and 
6000, Men, killed, wounded, or 


taken Priſoners; and the Allies loft 


about 1500 Men. The Freach Ar- 
my retired under the Cannon of 
Cologne; and, ſoon after, the Allies 
made themſelves Maſters of Dagtt- 
dorp. But, in Hefjſe, the Prince of 
Y/enbourgh was defeated at Sander/- 
hauſen, by the Duke of reglos; 
and the Enemy became, thereby, 
Maſters of the We/er, and opened 
to themſelves a free Paſſage iato 
Weſiphalia, whilſt Prince Ferdinand 
was obliged to retreat acreſs the 
Rhine. Meantime General T. 
who commanded fix Battalions and 
four Squadrons, at Meer, being at- 
tacked by M. Chevert, with a 
much ſuperior Force, put him to 


the Rout, with confiderable Lois, 


and thereby facilitated the Junction 
of the Engliſb Troops, lately arrir- 


ed in Germany, under the Duke 


of Marlborough, with the Allied Ar- 
my ; but that Nobleman died be- 
fore the Cloſe of the Campaign, 
which —_— — dee 
other bloody Actions, but of rc 
little — to be particula- 
rized in this brief Hiſtory, As to 
his Pruſſian Majeſty, as ſoon as he 
had aſſembled his Army, he laid 
Siege to Schaveidnitz, which he be- 
came Maſter of, after 13 Days open 
T'renches. Other Bodies of his 
Troops raiſed Contributions in He- 
hemia, and drove the Auffrians out 
of the County of Glatæ. His Ma- 
jeſly then penetrated into Mora- 
via, and laid Siege to Ofmutz, the 
Capital of that Country.” Count 
Daun followed him; and having 


leu: 
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. (ent à Detachment, which ſeized a 


large Convoy, for the Uſe of the 


Pruſſian: beſieging Army, and har- 


rafled them by every Means the Si- 
tuation of the Country afforded, 
the King was obliged to raiſe the 
Siege, and retire into - Bohemia, 
which he did with very inconſider- 


able Loſs, and took Poſſeſſion of 


the ſtrong Poſt of Koning/pratz. 


The Ryffans having made ſome Pro- 


greſs, and committed dreadful Ra- 
vages in Sila, his Majeſty was 
obliged ſoon to leave that ſtrong 


Poſt, and, on the 25th of Auguſt, 


defeated the Ruſian Army, under 


General Fermor, at Zorndorf, by 


which wo 6 loſt 15,000 Men, moſt 
of their Baggage, &c. and 100 
Pieces of Cannon: The King's 
Loſs was no more than 2000 Men, 
with ſome Officers of Diſtinction. 
'The King's Preſence being now ne- 
ceſſary in Saxony, where his Brother 
Prince Henry was puſhed by Count 
Daun and the Army of the Empire, 
he accordingly repaired thither, 


with 24 Battalions and great Part 


of his Cavalry; and ſoon after, his 
Right Wing was ſurprized and de- 
feated by the wary Auſtrian General, 


at Hechhirchen e Marſhal Keith, who 


commanded it, and Prince Francis of 
Brunſwick, were killed, and his Ma- 
jeſty obliged to retire to Dobre/chutz, 


with the Loſs. of 7000 Men, all his 


Tents, and Part of his Baggage 3 

and the 4uftrians ſuffered: little leſs 

Dy their Attack. Soon after, the 
in 


g marched, in Perſon, to the 


Relief of Veit and Cofel, befieged 
by the Auſtrians; and, in his Ab- 
ſence, Count Dann endeavoured to 
get Poſſeſſion of Dreſden, which oc- 
caſioned the Pruſſian Commandant 
to ſet Fire to the fine Suburb of Pir- 
na, Which was reduced to Aſhes. 
The King having raiſed the Sieges 
of Nei and Cc, returned to the 
Relief of Orden, whilſt Count Dobze 
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raiſed the Blockades of Torgau and 


Leipick. On the 1oth of November, 
Daus returned from the Capital of 


Saxony, and the King arrived there; 
and, ſoon after, the Siege of Co/- 
berg, which was blocked up by the 

ant, was alſo raiſed z and thus, 
after all the croſs Events that had 
impeded his Meaſures, the Pruſſian 
Monarch | finiſhed the Campaign 
| nos As to the Swedes, un- 

er Count Hamilton, they figured 
for a little while, during this Cam- 
paign ; but when his Pruſſan Ma- 
jeſty could ſpare ſome Troops, un- 
der General Wedel, to * —. them, 
they, as the Vear before, were dri- 
ven under the Cannon of Stralſund. 
Having thus given briefly the prin- 
cipal Events of the War, this Year, 
I ſhall ſummarily relate what other 
Affairs of any Importance happened 
either abroad or at home. In April, 
Pope Benedict XIV. died; and Car- 
dinal Rezzonico, à Venetian, was e- 


lected to ſucceed him by the Name 


of Clement XIII. In Portugal an 
Attempt was made to aſſaſſinate the 
King, who was prievouſly wound- 
ed; for which ſeveral of the No- 
bility were ſoon after moſt dread- 
fully put to Death, who had been 
ſtimulated by the Jet to commit 
the horrid Crime. | | 
In ones Dr. Florence Henſey was 
convicted of High-Treaſon, as be- 
ing a Spy employed by the French 
Miniſtry. but or — upon 
Condition of tranſporting himſelf 
out of theſe Kingdoms. A ſevere 
Sentence was paſſed alſo upon Dr. 
Shebbeare, about the ſame Time, 
for writing ſeveral Letters to the 
People of England, animadverting 
upon the Conduct of the Miniſtry. 

In the Year 1758, the following 
celebrated Perſons departed this 
Life, viz. Mr. Allan Ran ay, the 
Scoteb Poet; that excellent Prelate, 
Dr. Clayton, Biſhop of Clogher ; 


Mr, 
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Mr. Dyer, Author of 7 he Fleece, an 
ingenious Poem; Dr. Ward, the 
learned Profeſſor of Rhetorick in 
Greham-Cellege; Charles Butler, Earl 
of Arran, Brother of the late Duke 
of Ormond ; _ Mr. James Hervey, 
Author of the Meditations: \ 
For the Year 1759, the Parlia- 
ment voted, for the Sea-Service, 
60,000 Men, including 14,845 Ma- 
tines, and for the Land-dvervice, 
2,553 effective Men, beſides the 
Hs Auxiliaries, amounting to 
0,000, with five Battalions on the 
% Eſtabliſhment, then in actual 
Service in Africa and America, The 
whole of the Grants of this Seſſion 
amounted to 12,761, 310. 195. 5 4. 
A Million was likewiſe voted, up- 
on receiving a Meſſage from his 
Majeſty by Mr. Pitt, for any extra- 
ordinary Expences of the War that 
might occur, &c. The Bill for 
the Regulation for Privateers, that 
for the of Trib Beef 
and 'Tallow, that for reſtraining the 
Importation of French Cloths into 
the Ports of the Lewant, that for 
the more effectual preventing the 


- fraudulent Importation of Cam- 


bricks, &c. and many other bene- 
ficial Bills, were paſſed into Laws 
before the Cloſe of the Seſſion, 
which was put an End to by a 
Speech from the Commiſſioners ap- 

ointed for that Purpoſe. The 
ö — for carrying on the 
War this Year were conducted 
with great Ardour and Vivacity; 
Proclamations for giving Bounties 
to voluntier Seamen and Landmen 
were iſſued, and Rewards offered 
for diſcovering concealed Seamen; 
and many Towns, Corporations, 
and Individuals, gave additional 
Bounties for the Encouragement of 
Recruits; and the City of London 
particularly diſtinguiſhed itſelf on 
this Occaſion, The Militia of ma- 
ny Counties were ordered out into 
actual Service, and ſoon rivalled, in 
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Diſcipline, the regular Troops. 


At the Beginning of the Year, vis. 
January 12, the Princeſs of Orange, 
eldeſt Daughter of his Majeſty, de- 
parted this Life, leaving two Chil. 
dren, the preſent Prince Stadthold- 
er, and the Princeſs Caroline, fince 
married to the Prince of Naſau- 
Weilburgh. 'This was not the only 
Blow the Royal Family ſuſtained 
this Year, for, in Seprember, the 
Princeſs Elixabeth-Caroline, ſecond 
Daughter of the late Prince of 


Hales, alſo deceaſed, in the 18th 


Year of her Age. 

In Juby, Admiral Rodney warmly 
bombarded the Town of Havre de 
Grace, ſet the Town on fire in ſeve- 
ral Places, and deſtroyed many flat- 
hattomed Boats, intended for land- 
ing Troops to invade theſe King- 
doms. On Auguſt 17, Admiral Bo/- 
cawen engaged a French Squadron, 
commanded by M. De /a Clue, inthe 
Mediterranean, took the Centaur of 
74 Guns, the Temeraire of 74, the 
Modefte of 64, and deſtroyed the 
Ocean of 80, and the Redoubtable 


of 74, with very little Loſs in the 


Engliſh Fleet, the Officers and Sea- 
men of which behaved with ama- 
zing Gallantry. The French Go- 
vernment having projected a Plan 
for invading theſe Kingdoms, for 
that Purpoſe prepared a large Fleet 
at Breſt, Rochefort, and Port Louis, 
under the Command of M. Conflans, 
aſſembled a Body of Troops under 
the Duke D' Aiguillon, at Vannos, in 
Lower Britany, and prepared alſo 
a ſmall Armament at Dunkiri, un- 
der the Command of .the famous 
Thurot, a ſkilful Seaman, whoſe 
Cruizes on our Merchant-Ships had 
been very ſucceſsful. To defeat this 
Deſign of the French, Britiſh Fleets 
and Cruizers were ſent, who block- 
ed up the whole Coaſt of France, 
from Dunkirk to the Extremity of 
Bretagne. But in the Beginning of 
November, the Britiſh Fleet, com- 
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manded by Sir Edward Hawke, 
Sir Charles Hardy, and Rear-Admi- 
ral Geary, were, by Streſs of Wea- 
ther, driven from the Coaſt of 


France, when Conflans ſnatched the 


Opportunity of ſailing from Breſt, 
with 21 Sail of the Line, and four 


Frigates, in Hopes to deſtroy a 


ſmall Squadron under Captain Duf, 
who was cruizing on the Coaſt of 
Bretagne and Poitou, before the 
Engliſh grand Fleet could return 
from the Coaſt of England, where 
the Winds had obliged them to 
take Shelter. But Sir Edward 
Hawke ſoon received Intelligence 
of their Motions; and, whilſt at 
home Orders were given for 
guarding every Part of the Coaſt 
that was acceſſible to a Deſcent, 
he ſtood to Sea in purſuit of the 
French Fleet, and after ſeveral 
Struggles with Storms and contra- 
ry Winds, on the zoth of Novem- 
ber, deſcried it, whilſt it was in full 
Chace of Captain Duf*s Squa- 
dron, who ſoon joined Sir Eaward's 
Fleet, having been in great Danger. 
In ſpite of Rocks ws tempeſtuous 
Weather, the Van of the Englii/h 
began the Engagement, with the 
Rear of the French, at about Half 
an Hour after Two o'Clock, in the 
Neighbourhood of Bellzi//e; and the 
Fight continued till Night, when 
the Danger of a Lee Shore, in tem- 
peſtuous Weather, put a Period to 
the Engagement, in which Britiſb 
Courage and Fortitude were diſ- 
played to the greateſt Advantage. 
The Thee of 74 Guns, and the 
Superbe of 70, were ſank ; the So- 
lei] Royal of 80, and Heres of 74. 
run aſhore and burnt; and the For- 
midable of 80, taken; and afterwards 
the Juſte, of 70, periſhed in the 
Mouth of the Loire. Seven of their 
Ships were driven to the Mouth of 
the River Villaine, where they were 
lightened of their Cannon, Cc. and 
dragged into the River, ſo that our 


Ships could not follow them. On 
the Engliſb Side, the Loſs was not 


very conſiderable in Officers or 


Men; but the E of 64 Guns, 
and Re/olution of 74, ran aſhore, 
and our own People were forced 
to deſtroy them. Thus the pro- 
jected Invaſion was defeated, and 
the finiſhing Blow given to the Na- 
vy of Frauce. Sir Edward Hawke 
received the Thanks of the Houſe 
of Commons for this great Service, 
and had a Penſion ſettled upon 
himſelf and his Son, for their na- 
tural Lives. Thurot eſcaped from 
Dunkirk, and directed his Courſe to 
the Norz#hb Seas, and his Fate will 
be ſeen under the enſuing Year. 

In the We/t-Tndies, Commodore 
Moore and General Hopfon made 
an unſuccefsful Attempt upon Mar- 
tinico; but in January, the Com- 
modore landed the Troops, after 
ſilencing the Batteries, by a briſk 
Cannonade, at Baſſe-Jerre, in the 
Iſland of Guadaloupe ; and by the 
15th of April, the Conqueſt of that 
valuable iſland was completed by 
General Barrington, Major-Gene- 
ral Hip/ſon having died ſoon after 
the Landing; and upon this the 
Iſlands of Deſeada, Los Santos, and 
Marigalante, ſubmitted to the Con- 
querors. 

Theſe were the principal At- 
chievements at Sea, in the Courſe 
of this Vear; but many Command- 
ers of ſingle Cruizers behaved in 
a Manner that did Honour to their 
Country, both in the European Seas, 
and thoſe of America; particularly 
the Captains Hood, Elliot, Barring- 
ton, Falkener, Harriſon, Colby, Por- 
ter, &. The Britiſb Privateers 
were very ſucceſsful alſo; and yet a 
great Number of our Ships were 
taken by the French. 

In North America, General Am- 
kerft took Poſſeſhon of the Poſt of 
Ticonderoga in July, (before which 
ſo many brave Men loſt their 
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Lives in the preceding Year) and 
ordered it to be repaired. After 
leaving in it a ſtrong Garriſon, he, 
with the reſt of his Army, proceed- 
ed to Crown-Point, the Fort at 
which Place the Enemy alſo aban- 
doned. Here he laid the Founda- 
tions of a new Fort, and waited till 
proper Veſſels were built and got 
ready, to make him ſuperior to the 
Enemy on Lake Champlain; with 
which he ſoon after deſtroyed three 
of the beſt Veſſels they had upon 
that Lake. General Prideaux, who 
had been detached to undertake the 
Conqueſt of Niagara, was killed in 
the Trenches before it, on the 2oth 
of Fuly, and was ſucceeded in the 
Command by Sir William Johnſon, 
who, after defeating a large Body 
of the Enemy, ſent to relieve the 
Fort, had it delivered up to him, 


and made the Garriſon Priſoners of 


War, Meantime, the Army under 
General Wolfe, aſſiſted by the Fleet 
under the Admirals, Saunders, 
Holmes, and Durell, after many Ha- 
zards and Difficulties, which they 
had bravely ſurmounted, formed 
the Siege of 2uebeck, the Capital of 
Canada, which the General purſu- 
ed with unremitted Diligence, tho? 


with no great Proſpect of Succeſs. 


At length, engaging the French Ar- 
my, which encamped in the Neigh- 
bourhood of 2ebeck, it was defeat- 
ed by the Brizih Troops, though 
the brave General Wolfe was lain 


in the Battle, in which the French 
General, Montcalm, alſo loſt his Life. 


General Monckhton was wounded, 
and the Command of the Britifh 


Army devolved upon Brigadier- 


General Townſhend, to whom, and 
Admiral Saunders, the City ſoon af- 


ter was ſurtendered, wiz. on the 


18th of September. The News of 


this Conqueſt, arriving in Ergland, 
cauſed the greateſt Rejoicings ima- 
ginable: A Day of Thankſgiving 
was appointed by Proclamation ; 


Numbers of Addreſſes were preſent- 
ed to the King on the Occaſion ; 
the Parliament addreſſed the King 


to erect a Monument to the brave 


and generous Wolfe; and all the 
Generals and Admirals concerned 
had the Thanks of the Houſe voted 
them. General Murray, with a 
Garriſon of 5000 Men, was made 
Governor of this important Place. 
In the Eaſt-Indies, M. Lally, 
who in January had laid ſiege to 
Madraſi, was, by the Vigilance 
and Bravery of the Colonels Laws 
rence and Draper, Major Brereton, 
and Governor Pigot, obliged to re- 
treat from before 1t with great Loſs, 
on February 16. Colonel Ford ob- 
tained a compleat Victory over M. 
Conflans, near Maſulipatam; Surat 


was taken from the Seapoys by Cap- 


tain Maitland; but an Attempt upon 
Wandewaſh miſcarried. On Septem- 
ber 8, Admiral Pococke again enga- 
ged the French Fleet, and, though 
the Odds were on their Side, forced 
them to fly, with great Loſs, lea- 
ving the Eugliſb Maſters of the Indi- 
an Coaſt, who were ſoon after join- 


ed by Admiral Cerniſb, with four 


Ships of the Line, from England. 
The Dutch appearing in the River 
of Bengal, and committing ſome 
Hoſtilities, their Fleet was defeat- 
ed by three India-Men; and their 
Forces, of 1100 Men ſuffered the 
ſame Fate, in an Engagement with 
the Exgliſb, under Colonel Ford; after 
which a Treaty was ſet on foot 
with the Dutch Chiefs, at their 
Factory of Chinchura, in the River 
of Bengal, who agreed to make Satiſ- 
faction for their unprecedented In- 
ſult, and gave Security for that Pur- 
poſe. In Nowember, Colonel Corte 
made himſelf Maſter of Wandewafh, 
and on the 25th of January, 1760, 
defeated General Lally, belore that 


Place; in which Battle the French- 


loſt 800 Men, and ſeveral Officers 


were taken Piſoners : On the Eng- 
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1 Side, the brave Major Brereton 


. Joſt his Life; and 260 Men were 
either killed; or wounded. After- 


wards Colonel Coote took —.— 
Timmery, and Arcot, with the Con- 
queſt of which important Place the 
. in India was brought to 
a glorious Concluſion, 

I ſhall now trace out the princi- 
pal Events of the War on the Con- 
tinent of Europe, In Fanuary, the 
French perfidibuſly took Poſſeſſion of 
the neutral Imperial City of Franck- 
Fort on the Mayne, which ſecured to 
them their Supplies of Proviſion 
from Meniz, Spire, Worms, and 
Al/ace. After many bloody Skir- 
miſhes, Prince Ferdinand attacked 
the French Intrenchments at the 
Village of Bergen, between Franck- 
Fert and Hanau ; but was repulſed, 
with the Loſs of 2000 Men, and 
five Pieces of Cannon; and the 
Prince of Y/embeurg was lain. 
Upon this Misfortune, the Allied 
Army was obliged to retreat before 
the French for ſme Time, who ſuc- 
ceſſively advanced into the EleQo- 
rate of Hanover, and the Landgra- 
viate of He/e, to the great Confler- 
nation of the Inhabitants. At laſt, 
on the 31ſt of Fuly, M. Contades, 
who commanded the French Army, 
had the Hardineſs to attack the Al- 
lies at Minden, but was defeated, 
principally by the amazing and in- 
trepid Efforts of a few Britiſb Regi- 
ments of Infantry, and the Fire of 
the Britiſb Artillery; and Contades, 
having loſt a great Number of Men, 
43 Cannon, and many Colours and 
Standards, was forced to croſs the 
Veſer, and burn the Bridges on 
which he paſſed over it. On the 
ſame Day, the Hereditary Prince 
defeated a French Corps, under the 
Duke of Briſac, at Coveldt ; and 
ſoon after, all the Baggage of the 
French Generals, with Part of their 


Military Cheſt and Chancery, were 


taken, in the Neighbourhood of Det- 
mold, The Allies were alſo ſucceſs. 
ful in many Skirmiſhes; and the 
Hereditary Prince, among other Ex- 
Ploits, ſurprized the Duke of Mir- 
temberg, at Fulda, and made four Bat- 
talions of his Troops Priſoners. 
The Pruſſian Troops, at the Be- 
ginning of the Campaign, were 
very ſucceſsful, 'in Poland, Saxony, 
Bohemia, Sileffa, and againſt th 
Army of the Empire ; but General 
Wedel, attacking the Ruſtans at Zul- 
lichau, was repulſed with great Loſs, 


and the Rufjans made themſelves 


Maſters of Franckfort upon the Oder; 
however, his Pruſſan Majeſty, in 
Perſon, having joined Wedel with 
10,000 Men, and Daun having ſent 
Laudehn to reinforce the Rufians 
with 12,000 Cavalry, the Battle of 


Cunnerſdorf was fought, on the 12th 


of Awupuſt, with great Fury and 
Obllinse on doth. Sides, and was, 
perhaps, the moſt bloody Action 
ſince the Commencement of the 
War. The Pruſſians left 20, ooo Men 


dead on the Field, among whom 


was General Purſtammer; arid moſt 
of the other Generals were wound- 
ed. The Rufians, who were the 
Conquerors, loſt 10, ooo Men at 
leaſt; but as they made no Uſe of 
their Victory, the great -Frederick 


had Time to recruit his Army, and 


ſupply the Loſs of his Artillery, 
moiſt of which he had left on t 

Field. After this, various Actions 
happened, between the Prufſians, 
Auſtrians, Troops of the Empire, &'. 
moſtly to the Advantage of the for- - 
mer; but General Finct was ſur- 


rounded by Count Daun's Army, 


at Maxen, and, after a gallant Re- 
ſiſtance, himſelf, with eight other 
General Officers, 19 Battalions, 35 
Squadrons, 64 Pieces of Cannon, 
fifty Pair of Colours, and 25 Stand- 
ards, fell into the Hands of the 


Auſtrian General. The Campaign 


cloſed 


Military Tranſactions of 


GEORGE I. 
Tloſed with ſome other unfortunate 


Events on the Side of the Pruſſi- 
ant, notwithſtanding which, their 
Monarch remained in a reſpectable 
Situation, and though diſtreſſed, ap- 
peared ſufficiently formidable. 
Thus having given the 3 
the Vear, 
I ſhall take notice that the Parlia- 
ment met in November, and the Seſ- 


fon was opened by Commiſſion. 


This Year, their Britannick and 
Pruſſian Majeſties made a Declaration 
to the belligerant Powers, of their 
fincere Deſire to contribute to bring 
about a Peace; but their Adverſa- 
ries were too much exaſperated to 
give Ear to ſuch generous Propo- 
als. Many very ſhocking Mur- 
ders were committed in London, &c. 
with Circumſtances of the moſt hor- 
Tid Cruelty. 

The French were ſo reduced in 
their Finances, that they ſtopped 
Payment of the Intereſt of their 
Funds ; whilſt the generous Britons 
raiſed Subſcriptions to clothe up- 
wards, of 20,000 French Priſoners, 
who were quite abandoned to their 
unhappy Fortune, by their own 
Sovereign. On Auguft 1c, the King 
of Spain died, and was ſucceeded 
by Don Carlos King of Naples, his 
Half-Brother, who left his third 
Son, Don Ferdinand, in Poſſeſſion of 
that Kingdon, and the Tao Sicilies, 
having declared his eldeſt Son an 
Ideve. 

Great Tumults happened this Year 
In Ireland, occaſioned by a Report of 
a defigned Union between Great- 
Britain and that Kingdom. 

The following remarkable Per- 
ſons deceaſed in the Year 1759; 
viz. Dr. Maddox, Biſhop of Worce/- 
ter; Lieut. Gen. Sir William Pep- 
perel; and Mr. George-Frederick Han- 
del, the celebrated Muſician. 

The Parliament granted, for the 
Year 1760, 70,000 'Seamen, 1n- 
cluding 18,355 Marines; and for 


the Land-Service, $7,294 Men; and 
provided for 57,750, foreign Anxili- 
aries in Germany, The Sum total of 
the Grants was 15, 503, 563“. 155. 9 . 
The Bill for preventing exceſſive 
Drinking, by an additional Duty 
on fſpirituous Liquorsz that to 

uicken the Execution of the Mili- 
tia Laws; that for improving, wi- 
dening, c. of the Streets of Los- 
don; that for better ſupplying the 
Cities of London and Weſttiinſttr with 
Fiſh ; that to enable George Keith, 
late Earl Marſhal, to ſae, 'or main- 
tain any Action of Suit, Sc. &e. 
were paſſed into Laws. On the 22d 
of May, the Seſſion was cloſed with 
a Speech from the Lord Keeper, 
one of the Commiſſioners for that 
Purpoſe. 

The Affair of Lord George Sack- 
ville occaſioned much Altercation 
in the Summer of this Year, (as it 
had done ever ſince the Battle of 
Minden) when his Lordſhip was 
tried by a Court-Martial, for ha- 
ving diſobeyed the Orders of Prince 
Ferdinand in relation to that Bat- 
tle, The Charge being, in the 
Opinion of the Court, proved upon 
his Lordſhip, they adjudged him 
unfit to ſerve his Majeſty 'in any 
Military Capacity whatever, How- 
ever, in the Opinion of man 
thinking People, his Lordihip's 
Caſe was a very hard one. A De- 
linquent for another Crime, of high 
Rank, was tried by his Peers, and 
executed at Tyburn, viz. Laurence, 
Earl Ferrers, for the Murder of his 
Steward, Mr. Johnſon, by delibe- 
rately ſhooting him, in his Lord- 
ſhip's own Houſe. 

'The Enemy, this Year, made a 
great Number of Zng/iþ Captures 
with their ſmall Privateers, though 
they had not one Ship of the Line 
at Sea; and the ZErgliþ Cruizery 
and Privateers brought in confi- 
derable Numbers of the Enemy's ; 
for indeed their Trade was reduced 
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o the loweſt Ebb. M. There, the 


Adventurer we made mention of 


laſt Year, after alarming the Coaſts 


of England and Scotland, arrived on 
the Coaſt of Ireland, in January; 
by which that Kingdom was put 


into great Conſternation. On Fe- 
bruary 21, he made a Deſcent at 


1 with 600 Men, and 


notwit 
Fence of Colonel Jennings with four 


raw, undiſciplined Companies, got 


Poſſeſſion of the Town and Caſtle; 
but the Country crowding in, from 
all Parts, to Belfaſt, to oppoſe the 
Invaders, Thurot embarked with 
Precipitation. Near the Ifle of 
Man, Captain Elliot, of the olus. 
Captain Legie, of the Pallas, and 
Captain Clements, of the Brilliant, 
came up with him, on February 28, 
and after a ſmart Engagement, in 
which Thurot loſt his Life valiantly, 


took his little Squadron, wiz. the 


Belleiſie of 44 Guns and 545 Men, 
La Blond of 32 Guns and 400 
Men, and the Terp/ichore of 26 Guns 
and 300 Men, with the Loſs only of 
about 40 Men, killed and wounded; 
whereas the French had zoo killed 
or diſabled. 

In the Beginning of April, the 
Flamborough, Captain Kennedy, and 
the Biddeford, Captain Skinner, two 
Frigates, in their Cruize from Li 


Bon, fell in with, and maintained a 


ſevere Engagement with two large 
French Frigates, and made them 
ſheer off. Captain Sinner and his 
Lieutenant were killed in the Fight. 
'The Ramillizs, a fine Second-rate, 
was, ſome Time before, wrecked on 
the Bolr-Head near Plymouth, in 
her Return with Admiral Beſcacven, 


from Quiberon- Bay; and all her Offi- 
cers and Men, except a Midſhip- 
man and 25 Marines, amounting to 


700, periſhed. With this Misfor- 
tune we muſt conclude the Naval 
Tranſactions of this Year, which 


ſtanding the ſpirited De- 


were much fewer, and of leſs Fels, 


than thoſe of the laſt. 


In North- America, the Cherokee 
Indians, at the Back of Virginia 
and Carolina, inſtigated thereto by 
the French Emiſſaries from Louiſi- 


ana, broke the Peace with the 


Engl, and plundered, maſſacred, 
and ſcalped many Britiſb Subjects. 
Hereupon, Mr. Lyttelton, Gover- 
nor of South-Carolina, raiſed a Bo- 
dy of Forces, and marched into 
their Country with ſuch Spirit and 
Reſolution, that they, being inti- 
midated, ſued for Peace; and it 
was thereupon eſtabliſhed by a new 
Treaty, in which Satisfaction for 
Damages, and Puniſhment of Delin- 
quents, were ſtipulated. But no 
ſooner was the Governor returned, 
than the perfidious Wretches at- 
tempted to ſurprize Fort Prince 
George, and butchered all the Eng- 
liſb Traders in their Country. Af, 
terwards, they maſſacred forty of 
the defenceleſs Inhabitants of the 
Back Settlements. Hereupon, Co- 
lone] Montgomery was detached by 


7 


General Amberſt, with 1200 Men, 


to chaſtiſe the Chezrohees, who, in 
the Month of June, marched into 
their Country, and deſtroyed every 
Village and Houſe in the Lower- 
Nation, put a great Number to 
death, and brought off forty Wo- 
men and Children, Priſoners, to 
Fort George. Afterwards he made 
an Irruption into the Middle Settle- 
ments of theſe Indians, waſting every 
Thing with Fire and Sword, The 
Savages, in Revenge, attacked For: 
Loudoun, and, after granting a Ca- 
pitulation, maſſacred greateſt Part 
of the Garriſon upon their March to 
Carolina. 

The French, to the Number of 
12,000 Men, under M. De Lewis, 
from Montreal, &c. came before 


Quebec, and having repulſed the 
Governor, General Murray, on 
April 
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April 28, who went out to give 
them Bartle, (after a warm Engage- 
ment, in which the Zng/i/þ loft 
1000 Men, killed or wounded, and 
the Enemy twice that Number, ) 
laid Siege to the City; but Lord 
Colville, with the Fleet from Hali- 
fax, and Commodore Swanton, 
from England, arriving in the Ri- 
ver St. Laurence, at that Juncture, 
and deſtroying and taking the French 
Veſſels which attended their Army, 
they raiſed the Siege, ee, their 
Artillery, Proviſions, &c. to General 
Murray, and retired to Jaques Cartier. 

In Fuly General Amber/# ſailed 
down the Sr. Laurence, with an Ar- 
my of 10,000 Men, and a Body of 
Tndians under the Management of 
Sir William Jobnſon, and took He- 
Royal, one of the moſt important 
Poſts on that River; and after a 
dangerous Navigation, on September 
6, landed his Troops on the Iſland 
of Montreal; and the City was ſur- 
rendered to him, with all Canada, 
by the Marqueſs De Yaudreuil, the 
late Governor-General, on the 8th 
of that Month; General Murray, 
from 2webeck, and Colonel Hawiland, 
with a Body of Troops, having alſo 
juſt landed on the Iſland. And 
thus was the Conqueſt of this 
fine Country compleated, to the 
great Honour of the Brizzh Arms, 
and the Advantage of the Nation, 
About the ſame Time, a Frigate, 


two Store-Ships, and 19 ſmaller 


Veſſels, were deſtroyed by Captain 
Byron, in the Bay of Chaleur, and 
the Town of Cha/zur burnt. 

On the Continent of Zarope, this 
Year, no very deciſive Battle was 
fought ; but many very vloody Skir- 
miſhes happened in all Parts Were 
the War was ſpread; the chief of 
which were, that of Corbach, in Fuly, 
in which the French repulſed the He- 
reditary Prince of Brunſwick, who 
ſaſtained a conſiderable Lots; but on 
the 16th of the ſame Month he fully 
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revenged himſelf at Exdorf. Again 
he was victorious; on the 31ſt, at 
Corbeke, where the French ſuffered 
ſeverely. On the 5th of Seprember, 
he ſurprized the Town of Zierenberg. 
and made the Garriſon Priſoners of 
War; and afterwards being on an 
Expedition towards the Rhine, he 
was roughly handled by the French 
at Campden, on October 15, loſing a 
great Number of Men. he 
Pruſſian General, Fouguet, on the 
23d of Fuly, was defeated near 
Laudjhut by the Auſtrian General, 
Laudohn, wounded himſelf, and 
taken Priſoner; after which, the 
Auſtrians took Glatz; but this was 
thoroughly retaliated by his Maſter, 
the King of Pruſſia, on the 15th 
of Auguſt, when he Gefeated Lau- 
dohn at Lignitz, who loſt 10,000 
Men killed and wounded. On the 
9 of October, Berlin was entered 

y the Auſtrians and Rufſians, who 
impoſedia heavy Contribution upon 
that Capital. On Nowember 3, his 
Pruſſian Majeſty defeated Count 
Daun, in the bloody and obſtinate 
Battle of Torgau. Colberg was be- 
ſieged by the Ruſſians, without Ef- 


fect, as was Dre/den by his Pruſſian 


Majeſty. 

Advice was received from Tripo- 
Hi in Syria, that the whole Country 
had been almoſt deſtroyed by Earth- 
quakes, in which many thouſand 
Lives were loſt. 

On Fanuary 1, a Comet appeared, 
which engaged the Attention of 
the Aſtronomers, On March 14, a 
Publick Faſt was obſerved through- 


out the Kingdom. 


His Serene Highneſs, William, 
Landgrave of Heſje-Cafjel, deceaſed 
this Year, and was ſucceeded b 
Prince Frederick, Son-in-law of his 
Britannick Majeſty, 

On October 25, between Seven and 
Eight o'Clock in the Morning, 
his moſt Sacred Majeſty, King 
Gorge the IId, departed this Life, 
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Year of his, Age, and the 34th of 
his Reign, the Cloſe of which had 
been diltinguiſhed with moſt glori- 
ous Events, and the moſt ſalutary 
Unanimity and Harmony amongſt 
his Subjects, who ſincerely lamented 
their Loſs. His Majeſty's Death 
was ſudden, 22 any prece- 
ding IIlneſs,) from a Rupture in the 
Subſtance of the Right Ventricle of 
the Heart. Immediately after his 
Demiſe, his Royal Grandſon, George 
Prince of Vales, our. preſent moſt 
gracious Sovereign, King George III. 
was acknowledged and proclaimed 
King of Great-&ritgin, &c. with 


55 GEORGE H. 
* at his Palace at Kez/ingron, in the 77th 


the uſual Ceremonies, and made a 
moſt. gracious Declaration to his 
Privy-Council, On Nowember 11, 
his late Majeſty's Remains were in- 
terred, in the Royal Vault, in Henry 
the VIIth's Chapel, in Veſtminſter- 
Abbey, with great and ſolemn Mag- 
nificence, | 

I ſhall juſt obſerve, before I con- 
clude, that on September 8, 1761, 
his preſent Majeſty was married to 
her Serene Highneſs, Princeſs Ghar- 
loite of Mecklenburgh-Strelitz, and 
that, on the 22d of the ſame Month, 
his Majeſty, and his Royal Con- 
ſort, were crowned in Meſtminſter- 
Abbey. 


